Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 




Ay h* ^ 




THE 



ORACLE OF REASON*: 



/; • 



®^> ^AoiB^)it>S irttiHtcateti. 



..^>' 



<< FAITH'S EBfPIRE IS THE WORLD; ITS MONARCH, GOD; ITS MINISTERS, THE PRIESTS; 

ITS SLAVES, THE PEOPLE." 






VOLUME I. 
|COTg^ 

LONDON:, 



-■«' 



THOMAS PATBMON, 8, HOEiYWELDrSTREET, STRAND. 



1842. 



p** 



723d'6/ Og2> 
PREFACE. V . \ 



The Oracle o/Reasonisihe only exclusively atheistical print that has appeared 
in any age or country — and in offering a First Volume to the public, its Editor 
feels the most lively and triumphant satisfaction. Its publication, in face of 
much difficulty and danger, constitutes a memorable epoch in the history of phi- 
losophy. In its columns, for the first time, supernaturalism has been honestly 
attacked^ upon right principles — ^we sa.jy honestly attacked, because no Atheists,with 
whom we are acquainted, have thought it prudent so to teach their principles 
that none could mistake their real import. 

The ancients were far more bold than the modems, or rather, perhaps, philo- 
sophers of old had less to fear from a free and intelligible expression of their 
opinions, than those who have the advantage of living under christian govern- 
ments. Among the Greeks, atheism was not only tolerated, but applauded — in 
! civilised and free Europe, down to the last century, he who dared to broach 

atheistical truths, did so with his life in his hand. The fact is notorious, that 
since the incorporation of Christianity with state policy, freedom of discussion has 
been uniformly prohibited, and freedom of conscience, so much boasted about, none 
have enjoyed. There must be something essentially detestable in a religion which 
■ has produced such results. We are gravely told, by certain apologists of Chris- 

tianity, that kll enjoy freedom of conscience, and that the opponents of christian 
trutlft^axe only denied freedom of expression — which is, no doubt, stupendously 
I Hberat^n the part of infallible christians. They will allow us to think, but not 

. to speak — our thoughts. Now, it seems to us, that permission to think is quite 

superfluous, as it happens no laws can possibly prevent thinking — the most strin- 
gent of them can only reach action. Freedom of conscience presupposes freedom 
[. of expression — and every one now knows that ft-eedom of expresMion has never 

' been tolerated since the establishment of that tissue of anomalies and contradic- 

■ 

tions — called Christianity. It is well known, besides, that christians, in all ages, 

have been the bitterest enemies of freedom and virtue. ^ Lccfjf. before power was 

- »r -*i^ tjwjr S^^i^fJ^ty di>;play«d Ih-? hn!l to on«.ra53 confiL';ieiSce,,^n.nd bring down right 

I .^ toJElreUQ:^3eVot cf.tKsir acourced bcperstlticn. -If ihey were once meek and 

lowly, the reason is — they dared not be otherwise. No thanks to them for not 

being persecuting tyrants, when they were the powerless, and justly despised, serfs 

of Rome. The apostles and their despicable followers were humble and tolerant 

;,. — from necessity, not from principle. As it was. Saint Paul did not hesitate to 

[ ' recommend that the mouths of unruly and vain talkers should be stopped, especially 

they of the circumcision.* The short is, the gemntf and precepts of Christianity 
are, and, as far as their influence extended, ever have been, hostile to the highest 
interests of humanity. 

"We deny not there were isolated instances of persecution, for conscience sake, 
in Greece and Rome — ^but, be it remembered, they were isolated instances. 
Anaxagoras was punished for impiety, Aristotle banished for unbelief, Socrates 
:. poisoned for atheism — and here ends the short catalogue of Grecian martyrs to 

truth. In Rome's palmy days, its leading statesmen and warriors laughed to 
scorn the fancifdl notions, held by certain imbecile enthusiasts, about immortal 
souls. Atheism was openly avowed by the most illustrious senators, and that 
death was an eternal rest, all philosophers then believed. Voltaire tells us, that 
the Roman senate, including the unequalled names of Cato, Cicero, and Csesar, was 
an assembly of Atheists. We are not aware that there can be found half-a-dozen 

• See dw BpMle of ?aul to Titva, \. lOAl. 
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of purely religious persecution in the history of Rome. The " master i of the 

world" allowed their vanquished enemies to mate public profession of am/ religion, 

or of no religion. The gods of conquered nations were, with courteous liberality, 

hon'"'''**'My received at Rome. The Roman rulers acted upon tho prineiph*, that 

it wa. little conseqaence what sort of gods were wor-ihipped, or if none were 

'orshipped, always providing the peo;)le coul«l be fully amused and employed. 

1 " the scum of cities,*' as Cicero styled the Roman populace, never tliought 

tne gods of their neighbours less respectable than their own. Gibbon truly says, 

with them, religion was an affair of luibU rather than o/^i'»ion— and happy would 

it be for us, if the scum of christian cities displayed the practical wisdom of their 

Roman prototypes. But, alas, no ! Thousands, in these times, who can scarce 

read their bibles, arrogantly stand forward as infallible judges of its contents, 

and philosophers are compelled to conceal their thoughts, or, what is worse, 

timidly allow them to be seen through a distorted medium, lest plain truth should 

offend the prejudices, and arouse the slumbering fanaticism of stupid, opinionated 

christians. 

Epicurus taught atheism openly in Greece, and none molested him. He 

was, perhaps, the most popular, and certainly his fame was the most la|ti]^, of 

Grecian philosophers. The poet Lucretius, who so luminously expoundecW^iicu- 

rean doctrine, was neither disgraced nor punished for singing the eternity of 

matter, the material origin of thou^;ht, and the non-existence of god. It is true, 

the crowd were unable to read his high-toned poetry ; but the few who could, 

admired his freedom and genius. The short is, that what is properly optnion^ 

was, in ancient times,' confined to the educated few, who, not at all fearing that 

the expedient superstitions of the unthinking, ignorant many, would be disturbed, 

highly relished the ingenious and profound speculations of distin;ruished poets and 

philosophers. Now, every conventicle frequenter has " a call," and feels it as 

an essential part of his spiritual duty to vindicate god's honour, and maintain the 

ineffably divine character of the ever blessed and glorious trinity. 

Priestcraft poisons all — nothing escapes its polluting — its withering touch. 
To destroy that monster, the Oracle of Reason was set on foot. Those who origi- 
nated it, may have failed in many minor particulars, but none can charge them 
with lacking the essential qualities of courage and honesty. They have pro- 
nounced their oracles with an energy and boldness rarely equalled — and never 
surpassed. From first to last there has been no attempt at subterrui];e — no expedi- 
ency-mongering — no rascally double doctrine — or cowardly skulking from those 
consequences — which, in this free countri/y follow,with unerring certainty, the ex- 
pression of prohibited opinions. Their principle was not the better-to-be-M/c, 
but the hetter-tO'he'honest — a principle which, even their bitterest enemies must 
allow, they have neither betrayed nor deserted — and if policy, however seemingly 
rash or reckless, is justified by success, why the justification of those who origi- 
nated the Oracle of Reason is complete. Their success, in a commercial sense, 
it is true, has been but trifling,when compared with the overwhelming moral in- 
fluence which their exertions have called into existence. It has not, however, 
been success cheaply achieved. Two of atheism's foremost and most enthusiastic 
champions, are now paying, in dungeons, the penalty of their glorious efforts to 
dig up the foundations of priestcraft, and establish the reigrfbf reason upon earth. 
But let us rejoice in the reflection, that ihei/ neither fear the present nor regret 
the past, and would not, if they could, change places with the jnuiges who con- 
demned them^ unless, at the same time, they chsiiiged consciences. T]iey are men — 

To stand amid the silent dungeon-depths, 
More free and fearless than the trembling judge, 
Who, clothed in venal power, vainly strove 
To bind their impassive spirits. 



The present age needed a few examples of sterling integrity and unflinchii 
courage. South wbll and Holyoakb have furnished twoy that will not 8o< 
be forgotten, and must fire eyery manly heart with a spirit of noble emulatia 
Southwell, single-handed, attacked the monster, superstition, in its very dei 
He challenged the big beast to mortal combat, and, though a prisoner, not a boi 
of bis body is broken, not a drop of his blood chilled, and now, as at first, h 
resolution is to destroy or be destroyed. Imprisonment will but give him amp] 
leisure to grind his weapons, and train his body for another and more decisis 
encounter. 

It is well known that Holyo AKE was a Theist when the Orctcle was starte< 
but he was not the man to see the truth, and hesitate to act upon it— he was m 
the man to coldly acknowledge the righteousness of a course, and leave others i 
pursue it —he was not the nian to prate about what ought to be done, but nobl 
did — and giving to the winds expediency, and its appendage of humbug and dc 
ception, without bargaining for safety, higgling for pelf, or pathetically whininj 
about wife and family, insisted upon being the second to brave the religion 
monster's fury. Give me, said Southwell, before his trial, but twelve enthusi 
astic men, who will go all honourable lengths in the promulgation of sound phi 
losophy, and I will speedily tame, if not annihilate, the spirit of persecution 
Who can doubt that twelve such men as Holtoakb would accomplish tha 
most glorious of all tasks P The reformers of our times don't deserve to be free, 
and, therefore, they are not so. Freedom is to be won by hard fighting, it nevei 
has yet, and never will, drop into men's mouths. It is not praying, nor talking 
nor fine scribbling will obtain it — it is action— honest, determined action. H< 
who prefers a prison with honour, to a palace with disgrace, is alone fit to leac 
others the dangerous path which ends in liberty and happiness. The half-starved 
scheming reformers, and forsaken " la ! la ! " politicians,who now infest society, 
are its bane — its nuisance. The former class are always liberal enough to dc 
what is right — when they can conveniently — but if offered a tolerable price for theii 
honesty, they part with it toute suite, and, like the lean vender of poison in Romeo 
and Juliet, excuse themselves, by urging, that their poverty and not their will 
consents. The latter class, the dandy politicians, have commonly more money 
than brains, and more conceit than either. Their hobby is an affectation of all 
possible peculiarities, in the vain hope that eccentricity of language and conduct, 
will be mistaken for genius. They sweat with anxiety to write superfine, and 
ape a verbose obscurity, scarcely endurable in men of real geniud, such as Kant, 
Fichte, and Schlegel. Plain truth they reject, with the same feelings of nausea 
and disgust as the sated epicure rejects plain wholesome food — and a homely 
exposition of principles, which ought to be brought home to men's business and 
bosoms, is no less awful to their moral optics, than would be the direct rays of a 
tropical sun to the diseased eyesight of an Albino. The. reason is obvious, they 
care not one straw how little the people know, if they do but admire. Oh, 'tis 
disgusting to see would-be leaders of sects, trafficking in such vanities. "We 
have hitherto been merciful to these political abortions, but let them look to 
themselves, and *' put their houses in order," for our next volume will not spare 
them. Forbearance is sometimes a crime, and those writers or speakers whose 
ambition it is to benefit the human race, should allow no consideration for indi- 
viduals make them desert the post of public duty. According to the cant of 
liberalism, we should always attack systems, not men — ^but honest philosophers 
will not hesitate to allow, that sometimes men should be exposed, as well as 
systems. It frequently happens, that systems can only be advantageously at- 
tacked through the sides of its champions — ^nor can we at all sympathise with the 
morbid sensitiveness, which shrinkers from personalities are so prone to display. 
No honest public man ought to dread truth — and when that is rigidly adhered to, 



he can have no cause to complain. All good men have to fear m calumny, and never 
■hall calumnj or murepreBentation diagrace the OracU*s pages — but, we repeat, 
no quarter shall be given to rascally time-serving deceivers, be they priests or 
laymen— "Whigs, Tories, Chartists, Socialists, or no ists at all— if they merit 
the lash, vre will lay it od. 

There are, besides schemers and fops, juflt alluded to, politicians who either 

eaa't or won't understand that freedom of thought must precede freedom of action, 

and real reform have sound knowledge for its basis. They talk loudly about 

leforming the Commons' House of Parliament, without offering any definite prin- 

eiples, the honest application of which would infallibly work out such reform. 

Now, we are prepared to maintain, that the commons' can only be refonned after 

the people have been reformed, and that it is impossible to reform any people, 

without thoroughly purging them of superstition. Superstition i^ the great evil — 

ail other evils, incidental or necessary to human society, are no match for it. It 

infects the life-blood of civilisation. Morale, politics, physical science — all are 

polluted by superstition. Nothing which concem5< the highest interests of iiidivi- 

dnal or aggregate man, can possibly escape its prfltiferous influence. Its ministers 

have been, through all recorded time, and are, at this moment, from pole to pole, 

the legalised prime demoralisers of our species. They pour their poison of lies 

into the ear of cradled infemcy — nay, they debauch reason in the very womb, and 

only in the grave can their multitudinous dupes find repose for their terrified and 

exhausted sensibilities. Superstition is the t^'ranny of tyrannies, and its pricHts 

the tyrants of tyrants. If every priest was at the bottom of the lied Sea, society 

would be infinitely more happy than it is at the present moment. 

These are not erode or peculiar notions. The wisest men of all climes and 
parties have protested against the vices — the horrors of superstition ! But then, 
unfortunately, the majority of these wise men, while denouncing the superstitions 
of others, cling fast to their own. They see clearly the mote in their neighbour's 
eye, without dreaming of the beam in their own — and thus may everywhere be 
noted the painfully ludicrous spectacle, of all men sneering at or pitying the 
superstitioas, and almost edl supporting and lauding superstition. The Protes- 
tant despises the superstitious Catholic — the Catholic wonders at the spiritual 
blindness of her irreverent o£&pring — the Dissenter is ashamed of both Catholic 
and Protestant superstition— while the Deist is astonished that people can be so 
mad, as not to acknowledge the simplicity and grandeur oi pure belief in one infi- 
nite, eternal, glorious, marvellous, creator and preserver of the universe. Every 
one must know, there are at least as many kinds of Christianity as days in the 
year, and as many sorts of faith as conventicles. Of course, all the various in- 
terpreters of genuine religion, stigmatise every interpretation, save their own, as 
lu^enuine, and the interpreters thereof gross and diabolical superstitionists. If 
disposed to write a lengthy preface, we could introduce to the reader a roll of 
trae religions, each claiming to be of divine origin, that would fill a score pages ; 
nor do we comprehend why the supematuralism of China, of India, or of Arabia, 
may not have as good a claim to divine character as the supematuralism of 
Europe. Every section of supematuralists, or, as they call themselves, true 
religionists, differs from every other section of true religionists. They laugh at 
each other, of course (would that they never did more than laugh), and Atheists 
laugh at them all. Atheists reject supematuralism in toto, as a principle and a 
Iking — ^holding deism to be just as much a rank superstition, as any other form of 
sopematuralism. 

Wild and most mischievous notions about supernatural beings and supernatural 
agency, constitute the very essence of all superstitions, deism included. Deists 
ire only the more contemptible, because they afiect the language, while they 
nithlessly sacrifice the only admissible principles^ of philosophy. It is obvious, 
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there can be no halting between naturalism and supernaturalism — as Chalmen 
expresses it, the knowaJble and the unknowable — and all who pretend to the cha« 
racter of reasonable men, are imperatively called upon to choose their ground, for 
take their stand they must upon one, and one only, of these grounds. 

Every religion now taught, every religion that has been taught, was invented 
by men. They all bear incontestable marks of a human origin. The monstrous 
absurdity, that a being, eternally existing, created, in time, the universe, and 
governed it by a posse of angels, devils, and other superior intelligences — ^waa 
early taught by crafty men, perhaps with a view to benefit their species, per- 
haps to benefit themselves. They personified their own imagination of what 
might be, and called their random notions Jupiter, Apollo, Bacchus, Brahma, 
Jehovah, and other names, to be found in dictionaries by the score. Having 
" invented most serious names to hide their ignorance,'' nothing more was 
necessary, than to repeat them incessantly, and with great show of solemnity, to 
the crowd of fools — as it is well known, that what uninstructed men hear or see, 
at regular and oft recurring intervals, however absurd or revolting in itself, soon 
ceases to amuse or ofiPend. Habit, in this sense, is stronger than nature, and Ad- 
dison was not very wide of the true mark, when he said, " tell a man anything, 
however absurd, every morning, before breakfast, and rely upon it, he will be- 
lieve you in the long run." 

Now, atheism, or anti-supematuralism (for both terms mean precisely the same 
thing), is, in our view, the only consistent, the only useful, and the only justifiable 
conclusion, to which those who take reason for their guide can arrive at — and we 
are of opinion, that in the volume of the Oracle of Reason, now submitted to the 
investigation of all, who dare to read and think, there are arguments against the 
existence of superuatural being or agency, that may safely defy, and will ulti- 
mately bear down, all opposition. That the clergy are of this opinion, is mani- 
fest, from their desperate exertions to crush us, as they always conscientiously 
abstain from meddling with periodicals not likely to do them any mischief. 
"When the clergy make a stir, and persecution follows upon the heels of perse- 
cution, then the people may conclude there is cheap and sound sense in the market. 
Had our Oracles of Reason not gone, to use a Cameronian phrase, " to the root 
of the matter " — had they temporised, and given to the multitude the milk-and- 
water, namby-pamby infidelity, to which they have so long been accustomed, 
neither Southwell nor Holyoake would now be enjoying lodgments, provided 
at the state's charge, in the gaols of Bristol and Gloucester. Only the writers 
or speakers of really dangerous truths, are thus carefully provided for by christian 
authorities. This volume of Reason's Oracles is studded with such truths, hence 
the terror — the rage of priests,who well know, that every truth popularised, is just 
so much subtracted from their power — who feel, and thoroughly imderstand, that 
the most dangerous of all truths, is the truth of atheism, which none, save the 
Oracles o/Reasonj have dared plainly, hoaoiestly, and consistently to pronounce. 

We say, then, to those retormers who seek to establish political justice, 
without striving or caring to destroy every vestige of superstition — you must fail. 
It is idle to dream oJF arresting the course of poUtical or moral corruption, while 
superstition, which is the source of all corruption, lords it over human destiny. 
No nation under the domination of priests can be free. Such shallow talkers 
about human regeneration, remind us of the sapient ofiicial,who, when James the 
First smelt gunpowder, was ordered to search the vaults beneath the houses of 
parliament, and having done so, reported that he found there twenty-five barrels 
of the explosive material, ten barrels of which he had prudently removed, leaving 
fifteen barrels, adding, that he sincerely hoped they would not do any harm. The 
wisdom of this prudent official, is just the sort of wisdom displayed by many of 
our^ leading politicians. They carefully carry away from the vaults of popular 
prejudices some superstitious errors, and leave the rest to explode ad libitum, no 
doubt hoping, like their prudent prototype, they won't do any harm. The project 
of a certain Dnchess de Maine, to stay a famine, by buns, was notable, but the 
project of our political wiseacres, to annihilate slavery, without first armihilating 
supematuralism, beats that of La Duchesse, all the world to nothing. A famine 
might be stayed by buns — for a superstitious people to be free, is impossible. 

In conclusion, we will observe, that the many blemishes a critical eye cannot 
fail to discover in this volume, hardly call for apology on our part, under the 
peculiar and difiicult circumstances connected with its publication. Before the 
fifth number had gone to' press, Southwell, its first editor, was suddenly ar- 
rested, and hurried to prison. The christians forgot not the text, "smite the 
shepherd, and tl^ sheep will be scattered." They chuckled over the delightful 
idea of stopping ""tiie Oracle, by an unexpected seizure of its editor. In this, 
however (the present volume proves), they were doomed to experience disappoint- 




manHs llmt we ahoiilJ here state, lliat if Sot 
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concern was speedily broken 
friends to mental liberty as ! 

liberty to mention, the Oracle of RfOaoa nnist long since have gone the way of 
all orBclea. Under aocb circumstances, then, we conceive an apoloim for minor 
defect will not be expected by any candid reader. If, in tbe pa^ea of this 
volume, principle bos been honeatly abided hy, and what the writers concsiyed 
to be trulh, taught in ajn uaHhiching spirit, surely all but bigota vill sjlow, they 
have deserved well oF their country. The forthcoming TOlume will be, in prin- 
ciple and spirit, the eoonterpart of this ; but oa it is thought the nnreasonableoeaa 
of eapemitnrBlism has, in this volume, baen clearly anr) fully establlsbed, our 
next efforts nill, in part, assume a political characttr, and belief in one or many 
gnds — sifpflmattiralisln, conndered as a question ofmoTHl ijtjiuauie (about which so 
mnoh idle QonBensc has been written of late), will be ^leoially and carefnUy 
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I EDITKl) IIY CH.MILI.S SOlTinVKI.L. [Pliiii; Id. 

liMl UODUt.HU.^. ,l„pp jI„ j^ j„ j,j^. jjjg^jj of fiwatic pnjuilk«, mid 

BR and humble distinction, says Lord imlilic odinm. ** Kvery man has a riglit to do 
mast be made betwixt the ont<>I(i4 of \vliut lie will witli Iiis own/* i^uid uiy Dnkc of 
and Faith; unless mankind Iiud mthcr Xtwciistlcand heniiirlit hinciiddcd, witfmny- 
abaurd religions, witli fictitious unri ro- Inulyelse's tiwn, could lit'enlorceit. Allali>tnict 
t philosopliies. Kov:, n» by an Oracle oj' rij^lits In-in^ pure eIlim(>^a^; tlic question of 
is meant, something; delivered by sujier- actual ri-ihts rey«»lve:» itself into tluit of actual 

I wisdom, orabove nature: tins ].aper will powers^ as it is evident that all are lit ]MTf(vt 
ctend to teach sueli vnteachahli' things, liberty, anil have clearly the ri^rht — to fly in tlie 
inp no claim to supernatural wisdom ; ■ air, if thctf can. Lorcl de \>'arreM proved liis 
"ORACLE of Setise, or RKASOX," is title 'to certain broad lands l>y an ap])eal to his 
. Bomuthin^ delivered by natural wisdom ; sword, a very scnMble kind «>f api»eal ; for ]K'ns, 
lusies itself with tlie compreliensible, or tou'iues, and swonls, are, and have iM-en, the 
, Clialmers expressi's it, the kntiwalde — originators and niaintainersdf rights — in short, 
eaves the incomprehensilde, aliax^ un- poinrs, ]iliyhical or mental. " '*' 
ible, to shift for itself: all your mysteri- Whether this paper, that will «;ive all kinds 
rA/£/<^'?i/row^/ii/i(/«,bcloiipn<<:,as Hobbe.*! of s|u:culation as speculation, all sorts of 
bterviid, fo the khiffflotfi of (fai'kTHs.^. .realities as realities, anil «leal out Atheism 
mach by way of expluuation as to name . as fn-ely as ever (Miristianity wa** dealt out to 
general character of the work : its ( the jieople ; whether a \*u\H'r in which there; 
CIPLK cannot Ik- so shortly disp^J^H.'d of, ', will be no attempt to •:lo«^s over, evade, 
this fine word principle, thouirh upon the ■ or slide from the wh(»U' truth; in which 
everytonfyue, passed fromniouth to mouth the abandonment of a hiuh p«»>ition, thut a 
ronderful clibncss, so thrust forth in every i»re.sent evil may be uvf)ided at the exjienso of 
Qiat familiarity has aInlo^t bred contempt future irooil, will be ilisdainul as unwc»rthy of 
yet what it means or involves few Stem to I an honest niiud; whctlier a |iaper that ^hall 
or care. Voltaire said of Uosseau, that he cast <»ff the swimllinijf kind of morality, that 
IjMmuch about truth and virtue, that at frames its«lf to all occasion."*, inclutliiiir all the 
oone knew what truth aurl virtue wen; ; abominations of Jesuitry, without its character, 
jf with a keener eye to truth, be affirmed pfrandeur, or consistincy ; whether Mi(!h a 
urmodern liberals liave written and talked pajier will bu jHTmitted by the autliorities of 
di about principle, that no one* knows what this country, time alone can determine. If 
idple really is — tlioy have written and de- it meet with ]>ublic su»)port, ?uch support will 
Bd the people out of it ; so may^nitied and not be the waires of dishon<sty,4)aid for want of 
led it in theory, and fto Hi as f rated it J/ 1/ i»rinciple, or its abandonment. >lartin«r with 
phf that, as some one has paradoxically the axiom, that every human beinir sl.ould be at 
red, the princii>le now a-days is to have . liberty to express fully and ficely Lis honest 
indple. Those who admire tlurir artful conviction, the letter of the tea^ will be ad- 
Kt, will sneer at this paper, the object hered to, the battle of pliilo>ophy fought inch by 
ichis to illustrate the tmth, and al)ide by inch with its oj.posers, and therl^ht to publish 

II hazards; not in season and out of sea- any and every kind of speculative opinion, 
For that would be folly; but, in these ' coolly but d- teiininedly nuuntaine<l. 

ms truth never will be ovt of season : like I If men have not yet known, they should now 
■fergrcen, its leases ^ill'lcuow no winter.. ; 1m' tanu:lit, that it is neither ereditai)le nor dis- 
! right to preach and publibb trutli wishout cn-di table, honourable ii(»r ili.-I'ouourablb, ta be 
try, mixture of error, or fear of nnni, like an Atheist, a Christian, (»r a Mu.-sulman. One 
other grandiloquent i>hrarjes, has been man's siwculattoint are jii.-t as j^ood and no 
nsed, but not conseicintiously aet( d upon. b*. tter than smy otlu rs : ju.d none but the mere 
alue fully un<ierr4tOt''d. All the w(m Idouuhi, luwatic would tlnnk of est«'f miny: e(«ujilly a <lis- 
w, that when wc speak of practical ridils, honest believer in the e\!>tinc«.' of a god, with 
lude the ideu of practical i)ower.s for power an honest di>lKlievir in such existence. Society 
eccssarv to the establisbnu-nt of a riixlit has not, never had, never can have any rijrht, 
he maiiitainancc of it; /icwce it /tWiows, 1 founded on JusWce, \o «\\.\-\\v. \v> \va\\n\v\\Vv\V 

\S VA 0"S \> V.\i\V\Ci •;> .\ 
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wliut th'.' y ^il!all bclif vc or disbelieve ; and in 
p)inc'i)>Ie it i;} just as vile to frown as to rack 
men into profo<»iions of ortliodoxy. 

It is hardly necessary to add, that all articles 
adniitt(>d into these columns will be studiedly 
plain and simple, for as the subject matter to 
be treat**d will involve hijuchly iinix)rtant con- 
Hiderations, grr^wff^ out of qiu?st\ga8 at best 
sufficiently abstnise and dlfiicult, jH^as will be 
taken to i>c intelligible. Tlie leflv^ Reflection 
will make it obvious tha$ to convey knowle^g^, 
whether by sptochr oir writing, a definiHTand 
fixed meaning shmld be attached to the words 
used ; for the wretched practice of employing 
the same words in every kind of sense, brec-ds 
endless confusion, and at least nine-tenths of 
blunders in philosophy. This, and tlie sense- 
less ufit'Ction of cant terms, and a very out- 
landish mystical jargon, liave gone far to drive 
the people crazy, to the great regret of honest 
men, and tlie glory of knaves. 

The mental fopjierv above alluded to re- 
duces the art of wirhigto a mere trade of sen- 
tence concocting, where sen.^e lies buried beneath 
the weiglit of ornament, and the mind, called off 
from itM pn»])er functions, is attracted by the 
thisel and glare of language, whilst the solid 
gohl of idea is neglected. By this it is not 
meant that no art is to be used in the most 
sublime of arts, but jilainness and force are the 
essentials ; lK»sides, the grandest trium])h of art. 
Is not to appear as art, and any laboureil at- 
tempt to astonish or excite admiration is ever 
offensive. The happy use of tenns is an es- 
sential talent to tlie oraWr or writer, for what 
expression is to a picture, significant phrases 
are to writing, which may be called a picture 
of human ideas ; nor can it be denied that the 
eye of the mind, like the eye of the body, is 
strangely alfected by tlie colouring of the artist. 
Wonts being but pictures of human ideas, their 
right use stami)S character and expression upon 
the production, and where, in the use either of 
the pen or the brush, genius is displayed, it ex- 
cites the sense of the sublime, warming the be- 
holder into admiration. Even smoothness of 
diction and polislied phrase, if it want clearness 
and strength, depraves the taste and weakens 
the miderstandhig, leaving the mind no finn 
resting-place, as it were floating on a sea of 
wordy uncertainty ; but to continue our analogy, 
as in a picture, the roughness of outline or care- 
lessness of filling up is lost or forgotten in ad- 
miration of the bold and vigorous touches of a 
master hand, so nervous and clear writing often 
seems to acquire additional lustre from sen- 
tences which, though conveying a noble idea, 
are yet, in themselves, rough and rugged. 

Truth is, or ought to be, the grand object of 
all teaching, by which word truth should be 
understooil an exact image of things, set forth 
in speech, or writing ; by siMjech, when the 
sound is the echo of the sense, echo being ele- 
gantly caUedby tlie ancients wife of Pan, that 
Js, nnturOf iu* ri'pcatmg its words ; but writing, 



a symbol of tilings, called Syrinx, was 
be even more precise and accurate, as 
with exactness the lessons of nature. 

Philosophy must gain by simplicity 
clearness, while Fiction will lose in cqiu2[|| 
portion, for if the supernatural or fie 
likened to the kingdom of darkness, pi 
may &irly be to the kingdom of light ; it i 
with TY'alities, and has no other basis 
things known. And whether the rat 
seek to determine the existence or n<Mi- 
ence of God, the truth or ialsehood of 
that religion, he takes notliing for granted,! 
his own existence, as also the existence of * 
universe of which he forms a part. Thisi 
common ground which each is at liberty tirj 
propriate — the rest can only become the ] 
perty of those who search, with an ardenti 
unciuenchable love of truth, into the nat 
things. 

As the opinions to be set forth in these I 
lunms will be anything but palatable toi 
thority, and i)erliaps involve consequences i 
serious nature, all articles without m 
initial attached to tliem tlie reader will 
to ])lace to tiic account of the Editor, i 
perfectly willing to bear the brunt of the 
and champion what he conceives to be tnill 
in defiance of all ojiposition. 



IS TIUmE A GOD ? 

" Men believe in God, only upon tbo word of tH 
who have no innro iilcu of tui} such boini; than tlM| 
selves. Our nun^es are our Ant thouloKiauii." 

Common Buraii 

Our treatment of this question will at lei 
have one merit, there* will not be the shadow 4 
equivocation in it ; no attempt at suliterfiq(l 
no taking refuge l)ehind tlie cowanrs defenfl 
a loose and mean-anything phra8eoh)gy. H 
agree with a writer in the Foreign Quarieri{ 
that an esprit fort (strong mind) should 1 
fort throughout ; and that he ought to hai 
no mental wt akness, who, like Spinoza an 
Strauss, can man his heart and say, that 1 
not (mly imagines but understands the Eternil 
of the godhead. Tor ourselves, who see i 
solid reason to ])elieve in a godhvad, or tl 
eternity of anything but luattcr, our heart 
manned to make the declaration, which Spina 
and Straups, it is more than probable, won 
have made had they not feared llie oi)inions 
the multitude, that three-headed monster, ai 
most hellish Cerberus called public orthodox 
who requires a sop of absurdity, however sma 
before he will permit any to pass the port 
leading to private honours and puldic respec 
ability. The truth is, Spinoza did not belie 
in, and, therefore, could not pretend to und€ 
stand, the eternity of the godhead ; but he fi 
the weight of public prejudice, and bent benea 
it. As Voltaire has remarked, ** Spinoza d 
not acknowledge a god ; he probably used t 
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n, and said that we ought to serve and loose agaiimt ua ; even the noble debauchee, 
3d, only that he might not frighten my Lonl Rochester's lines — 

." As to Dr. Strauss, who calls wliat [ ^011, bcfoK" certain ln»tin.-r. will prffrr 

1 by divines about creation from no> i Ri>iiKon, which fifty tiinfx fur mw doth err ; 

" weightless definition for 8i)eculative »»«»«»>t»« ^^t^r them up uwhiii'. und muke tliciu try 

;" who contends that in eternity there ; T" .wini with bladaen. of ,,l.ilo»o,.j.y- 

id point from which a l)effinnin>j could ' will Imi quoted with ecstatic delight f«»r the 
who labours hard to i>rove a substan- ix'nefit of souls in srenrnd, and christian »miU 
erial g€>d, and then asserts that the in particular. AUof which excellent authority, 
ot of the supposition whicli maile tlie ; with sundr>' charges of presumption, Uwdncss, 
ire of God as tlie matter out of which . horrible profanity, and so on, will be Kvillid 
HI things, was destroyed by Spinozism; against us, .which certainly cannot W justified 
such a philosopher is from being an , on the ground of decency or consistency ; for 

let those judge who please, but cer- not to dwell upon scriptural injunctions, to 
le writer in the Quarterhj is not far prove all things, if reason cannot grapi»Ie with 
a he declares, that the author has at the subject, why do our syfcematicdivinitarians 
dly thrown off the mask, and from the i —theoiogmtters, as an old writer terms them, 
hich the " Leben Jesn" (I,ife of Jrsu.<) atteni])! to prove the existence of a god by rea- 
arated him to be, he has, by an easy ^ pon; or why have they challenged inquiry into the 
a, passed into the Atheist. Tims it is i matter ? for, in the name of sense, if a Fonte- 
n intellectually but not morally great j lulle, a Clark, or a Pah-y pretend t^i dcmou- 
1 the odium that attaches to an honest ^ stnite the existence of a god ; if they protest 
ion of truth, without the rewanl of ; that they have ;«//ofr;f, and the honest Atheist 
18 integrity j for stopping sliort in the equally 'protests that he has not seen ; why is 
f their career, they cover themselves 1,0 to be denij'd the right of 8inc<'rely stating 
J mantle of mystical jarg(m and absurd his conviction and the nasons which sustain it; 
instead of taking the bolder and more nc)t seeing the flood of light such writers cast 
ible course of daring all things in the upon the'gn'at d<»ep of the mystery, is it nn- 
• right reason ; gallantly prwsing for- . reasonable that he should Wallowed to say 
id reaching that goal or rock of truth, go much ? What are the laboured riisonings 
which the surges of sophistry and fa- ' of your Clarks, Newtons, and others, but at- 
1 may dash in vain. I tempts to prove, logically and morally, that 

flson, says Burlamaqui, is to calculate, | there is an uncaused god, who caused by his 
it were, draw up an account, after ba- j will everything else. An eternal, infinite, un- 
all arguments, in order to see on which 1 changealde, uncaused being, the cause of all 
» advantage lies ; and can any who things else ! for, as Dr. Clark says, in his re- 
lie right to inquire, show good reason 1 ply to Leibnitz—" Tis very true that nothing 
30TI should not Ik? employed to deter- I js without a suflicient reason why it is, and 
I which side of the argument the ad- | why it is rather tlian otherwise ; and therefore, 

lies with regard to the question — Is , where then' is no cause there can be no effect. 
IT is there not, a god? or, to state it, But this sufficient reason is sometimes no other 
-en more explicitness— Ts there more ! tlian the mere will of (lod." How he came at a 




may split 

in a gwl or gods will, one day or other, I work well enough to determine, but it is clear 
le same fate ; and it is our d^'libcnite : the sufticiency of a reason can oidy be pro- 
on, that neither of thes(j beliefs, nor 1 nounc(.>d by reason ; and if it Ik? objected Umt 
l)eliefs of any kind, is necessary for the i revelation came to the aid of tin' worthy doctor, 
neservation, and general happiness of, and gave him insight, or seccmd Biflrht,'into the 
We may l>e told that the discussion j supernatural, the difficulty will not by that be 
ly produce vexation of spirit, irritate | shuffled off; for talk as we may about revela- 
lettle, not soothe or convince ; tliat it is, tion proving the existence of a god, reason must, 
a question with which reason has notliing after all, determine which is or is not revelation. 
^ to do ; and all sorts of abuse will be Bolingbroke asks, " Can he be less than mad, 
into the service of true religion, that is who boasts a revelation superadded to reason, 
nity, the l)elievcrs in which will find no to supply its defects, and who superadds reason 

to revelation to supply the defects of this too, 
at the same time ? " No wonder Addison called 4 
him " the eankered Bolingbroke," after asking 
such unpleasant and unanswered questions. 
How, then, can those who ni)peaf to rt»ns<m re- 
fuse to abide by its decisions ? and surely, to " *. 
use the lightest kind of censure, it is nothing 
less than iiidcccut \n V\\o*c >#i\\o VTc\fc\x<V \}a»X. 



y in collecting excellent christian au- 
to prove their religion is the sheet 
of happiness, without which all would 
ked amid the storms and tempests of 
die philosophy will be scouted, or borne 
y a whirlwind of contempt and indig- 
All being fish that comes into the 
let, every kind of authority will be let 
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the existence of a god is demonstrable by rea- idea. " A perfect Atbeist (says lie) is on 
son, not to be content with the weapons drawn believes uothini; of a designing princi 
from its armoury. Your divinitarians, lilce mind, nor any cause, rule, or measure of 1 
cowardly cocks upon their own dunghill, crow but chance^ so that in nature neither t 
lustily over those who, not having the law on tercst of the whole nor of any particula 
their side, cannot, like Mahomet, when the i be suid to be in the least designed, pursu 
heap wont come to them, go to the heap ; but, aimed at." Not ourselves believing in a' 
to cut shorty this cock and heap part of the signing principle, mind, intelligence, cai 
story, it is atfiagely inconsistent and absurd in '•. what you will, distinct from the material v 
such n^asoncre to clieck discussion, when they believhig, on the contrary, that something 



pretend to long so ardently for it ; or to shun 
the most searching investigation of tlie argu- 
ments in favour of their god, creeds, and sys- 
tems, if they amount to a moral demonstration. 



have been from all eternity, therefore unc 
and that uncaused something the univers 
are perfect Atheists. But to guard a 
a misconception of the above definition,-! 



The existence of ^g od, it is allowed, is a . be well to warn the reader that tlie word c 
knotty point to prn% ; but those who think ; is not accepted by the Atheist as mean 
by the rood upon these sulijccts, have a knack effect witliout a cause ; for if we allowec 



of cutting all knots they can't untie by the 
tongue or the teeth; but when wagging the 
tongue or showing the teeth, or doing both 
togetlicr, don't answer, then our divines ape 
Alexander in their dexterous use of the long 
sword called the swonl of state, which speedily 
settles all questions, and removes (^very kirtrt of 
difficulty that hangs about such vulgar things 
as logic and argument ; nothing^ demonstrat- 
ing the trutli of their demtfiuKitions as the 
sword of state andlhe ^H^^ ann of the law. 

For oursclve^lpot desiring any armour but 
that of arldedbe and experience, no sword but 



a stupid notion as that to prevail, theolof 
would speedily lay us by the heels ^ no,] 
weazel is not to be caught asleep \ Vtai 
chance means nothing so absurd as an 
without a cause, but an effect the cause of 
11 not perceivable by our senses. Ace 
to Voltaire, we have invented the word 
press the known effect of an unknown cj 
If the word chance be used in any other 
it is by religionists not Atheists ; perfect 
hts havmg no objection to make them a j 
of it ; but reserve to themselves the rig 
to use words in a manner so wildly a 
The Atheist does not deny that the word 
always implies an effect, the term effect e 



the long and sharp one of reason, no kind of 
shelter save that of wit, evidence, and logic, we 

without scruple throw aside the ingenious ob- ' implying a cause ; but the error of supe 
jcction of Wyttenbach, that no man can pro- ralists lies here, ficyniEi^UMK thevnic 
perly be called an Atheist, till it is declared what he(nieJfect,andnrfjueasthough their pre 
is meant by the term god ; because the deriva- tio?i atnounted to 2)roof. Si»inoza, "^ 
tjjon of the term Atheist shows it to apply to Bacon, Locke, Voltaire, in short all wh 
mie who is without god in the world. This in- ; written for or against the existence of 
direct apofogy for the Atheist is rejected, not i agree that something is uncaused, and th 
because it is insufHcieiit,vbut because Atheism : external. Spinoza establishes clearly that 
needs no apology. Christians as well as Deists i thing exists, and from its existence arp 
admit that no one hath seen their god at any eternal existence. Wlicii Dr. Clark tells 
time, Moses and the hinderparts notwithstand- his fourth reply to Leibnitz, that the Epi 
ing, or can by searching prove such existenw, | chance is not a choice of will, but a hit 
so that those who pretend to have ideas of god, ! cessity of fate, he wrote at random ; for 1 
if thpy have them, have ideas without anarchc- chance can never be a choice of will, thi 
type, which is an impossi!)ility. Supposing meaning as above noted, a perceived e: 
the existence of an uncaused being, the cause an unknown cause, it is foolish as un; 
and support of the visible universe, wliich may talk of the Epicurean notion of chance a; 
be called god» or anything else ; the idea of i fying " a blind necessity of fate ;" all Epic 
such ezist^iee must first be produced in the ; knowing that necessity is neither hlind n 
mind befbire it is possible such a being could be big. Tlie word necessity is expressive 
known to exist ; so that those who are athe- general tnith, that matter does now, ev 
istically inclined, and do not choose to avow it, ; and ever must act dejinitely and umfor 

8o much for the word chance, win 
been dragged forward upon all occasions 
pernaturalists as positive proof of the a1 
ties of Atheism ; but if they had tak 
pains to understand Atheism, they woul 
known that its advocates contend that in 
there is no such thing as confusion, the 
being necessarily what it is, and act 
virtue of its inlierent properties. A 



may safely defy the whole world of intellect 
- and faith conjoined, logically to show that they 

are so, though every man of sense may be 

morally sure of it; for, as l>efore shown, proving 

a man to l)e an Atheist logically, is contingent 

upon a clear certainty that he is without a god 

in the world. This nice little quibble of lo- 
gicians, we disdain to make use of; at once 

agreeing to the definition of an Atheist given 

2fjr Lord JShaftesbury, as being complete, in- as remarked by Voltaire, never having < 
ti'lUgible, and quite in harmony with our own \ except in the minds of a Homer or a H< 
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nxQ la more fiital to a mDmion-iiniN> 
■i tilings, tlion tlin very iirwulnit haldt 
llil«1ng conaeqnpiici'ii iMfinf in vnitiftutlup 
Meimiuiug priticlpli'M. It Is nut laily II- 
] but BbHunl, anil liltihly pnjiulU'tHl hi 
UK of truth; lor it tUhi tluiH tnindHi 
ibrtn, lot by a rt^nlatu and iK'rwvt'rins 
1 Into the iimptrttcii uf iiinttiT aiul tliu 
Eofopiuifliu, tlity nmy liiflil nimii imiiltii 
imu to tlicir prr}a<linri> hihI |M'TliB|n' fiitHl 
it faopes of " BitiL'iiii! Iiii1li'lii|ah iiIhivc tlii' 
*." Tbe rightly' baUiunil, 'wi'll imliTi'd 
bu the itronjccflt aKsiimiiro — im iiKsuniiict.' 
BfroiD the grtHt fountain of liiiiiiBn vx- 
KK and the ^i-niriil Doalogita of tlilnpi, 
■cither tmtli nor virtue ure empty naniiii, 
nI, ntbetantial liU.'Ai'ingH.wluiti'Tcrck'ricBl 
KUTMinay ppcnRli totliccontrory. Take 
■ition, tlie rc^ilar proilatinii nt tlip lin- 
fMiei, and note hoyr pliilvsojilKn Iiavc 



l1 iii1ini!.i 

iiK tull. An III Dr. t-'ti^ 
riiir. will) miiMiIiriHl tl.ilt tlii' iw nmyg'a luuxt 
fiiiiicliiii' B Iwvv nil nn-iih iitnl •'luii)iu>hui ; an-1 
llr. tirlnilHU1,n!uiiiii>.I[rluil many CUM tcnd- 
iiiiC 111 f[ivi> ■tniiKili ti> thi' njitiiKin (bat onr ' 
ron-t'iiilKTii vvn- al t;r-t tulliil Luln.iil» alto; 
liiilli tlHMe Ki'iilIciiH'u Ihivc Vt I'll Tiry muidlly 
liiiililh''l. Tlii>likKt'iii>iniildiH'tiiri>ta1ii',uuiiii«| 
mliiT rHi-tH. a* 1k' KtTlifl till III. Il:u1 lli<- Uluiida 
<.t Miilumin, l'iimuMii,aiid tlu- 1>l>ill|<l>lu(«.wi-ni 
Ht mil' tliiu> Inluibitiil by wliiih' nuii* iif umi 
Willi tail*, lint til |UM liv nil tlKw, nwl tho 
flixn-lliitlnnii lluy ni'iiviil fn^ii imr Fiitritnal 
ti'lii]ii»,fiirM'1tiiiL' flirt liKiu'lirfi^rm/inifiijiliildiis, 
Wi- IH-Oil lUily ri'tholi X\w ninU'rV tm nmry with , 
the ruM' nf tlii> faiuinis llnulHHldn, who hud 
puuh u iin'illli'rtliiu fur uinnki.'y-UM'ii tint he 
hnji takt'U vtiHt jiulnii In pruvi- that thi>j- fiwiucriy 
did wear taflu ; for hiHlitlnij: njuni wliii-li nnti- 
|)octlF iMitiiiu lie haN In.141 ■* wHuidly ulnuwl u 
nny ninu tliat CTi-r lived. 'Hint Iih tlu-ory was 
liiroinpli>l(.' and cnnuiwiox in nuiny lnip(ir(ant 
imrtU-nlaTii, It h ]>ni>nni('d tlwac paiWM will 
■how; Imt thnt Ihcri'biKiwrtnilhbiltiriUlie 
III plviirly iinivcd. I.iird SIunlKNldo wan ignn- 
nnit iif liiuuy iiartli ularii, wlrliiml a haawledaa 
ofwhldiliemild luit but Mmidir, aBthoftd- 
liiwiiifc, fhini tlir'-Urlh'Jnaudl'miiCniiaaf Lm- 
guH)^," nrlU iihnw : " A whole iintiiin, tf'I may 
call tbem hi, havr bi>eii fouiul without llie use 
ofapwch. Ttiliih the caw of llii' <nirHii3;-on- 
tantcn that an- found iii the kiiidinn of .liiiwhi, 
In Afrlcn, and In Bevi-rol \iart< of Aula. Tlicy 
uiv exuctly (if l\ic\um«i'n('Jn\i,"«tt\V\\i!jcoo*^ .^ 
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not upon all fours ; they use sticks for weapons, 
tlioy live in society, they carry off negro girls, 
whom they make slaves of, and use both for j 
work and pleasure." This, it must be con- '. 
fesse<l, is anything: but " asserting the dignity 
of human nature," but it is of far more conse- , 
quence than asserting human dignity, to know j 
tliat when Lord Monl)oddo talks of whole ; 
nations of ntHnkey nien, without the use of j 
speech, who walked erect, and not upon all- 1 
fours ; he gav(» us a legacy of nonsense, and I 
bad men having possession of the precious relic ■ 
use it most unscrupulously as a sharp weapon 
against those who maintain the subsUince and 
sense of Alonboddo's theory, without its out- 
rageous nonsense. To our minds one simple 
fact is sufhcioiit to overturn the theory of Mon- ', 
bo<ldo, a fact mentioned by White, which is, 
that the law of gradation, that philosophers ; 
of his school so strenuously maintain, would be ■ 
destroyed if the hypothesis of tailed men were ; 
correct ; for in descending through the species ; 
of apes, we meet with no tails till we reach the 
baboons, which are further removed from man 
than the apes are; but surely it is much better 
to state the fact or facts, and cure the delusion, 
than to persecute or abuse its author. It will '■ 
hereafter be proved that Lord Monlwddo is 
sufficiently refuted by a refen?nce to the rela- 
tive structure of men and monkeys; but enough 
has already been said to free us from the im- 
putation of supposing that real bona fide men 
or women ever did wear so uuslghtly an ap- 
penrlage. The tendency of the inultitiule to 
l)e gratified witha|l that flatters their prejudices 
and puffs them up with the notion that they 
are in action like angels, in form, apprehension, 
&c. like gods, has strangely affected philoso- 
phers, especially modem ones, who, though at 
fitting opportunities will prcacli and moralise 
to admiration about cornipt, degraded, and 
fallen human nature, will yet Insist that there 
is in that nature something divine, angelic, and 
the like ; so that he had better been bom a 
dog who, notwitlistanding all this fuss, should 
affirm that man is but a two-leggetl, two-lianded 
animal, less swift than the hare, less strong than 
tlie lion, and, though better organized for all 
the purposes of intelligence and happiness, has 
been pcrliaps less reasonable than either. But 
it is evident that in a state of society where it is 
treason to expose bad governments, however 
vile and corrupt, and flat blasphemy to propa- 
gate any opini(ms against a hireling priesthood 
and latF-made religions ; it is natural to suppose 
that the i^eople should be systematically de- 
ceived, and reduced to that state of servile vas- 
salage, both of mind and body, that whoksome ; 
truth is an abomination to them ; and the ; 
public orator, who is loaded with ])opular ap- 
plause,lias good reason to demand, like Phocion, 
whether he have not given birth to something 
foolish. Between doctors for the body, and 
doctors for the soul, the credulous multitude 
ha vc been physicked out of all plain sense. The 



divine has to administer to the soul, that 
profession; and whatever may be thoof 
its utility, it makes all that concerns tl| 
nity of the soul the iHJCuliar care of the d 
who would feel much scandalized were it p 
that his flock were, after all, but the fi 
cousins of sluH»p. Wliile physicians, who 
practice of their honourable profession i 
little interested in the entire core of bod 
the divines are in the entire cure ^fiiWk 
shrewd enough to understand the teal st 
the question, which is this, that did oorrec 
sober ideas prevail with regard to the nat 
man, his rights, duties, and real positio; 
meml)er of the great commonwealth — } 
woidd be thrown to the dogs, for assuredl; 
would have none on't. So that tlies 
brothers in the medicinal art have long 
common cause together, most artfully r 
such a cloud of prejudice that the paticntf 
see an inch in advance of their noses, h 
led by that useful organ, to borrow an en 
sion from the poet, " as asses are." If, hoi 
which is not very common, a Taylor or a 
rence step fon^'ard to expose these x>eccai 
why their mouths are stopped with a so] 
swonl ; they having the alternative, pc 
and independence in prison, riches and c 
dation in a palace ; for whatever may be i 
individuals, it is certain that associated 1 
act to the letter upon the scripture injun 
" if thine eye offend thee pluck it out "— 
any membor offend them they thruU 
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SYMBOL WORSHIP. 

I. 

" The E(;yptians assigned to their gods certain m 
OS their Hymbols. They were introdnoed in 
tciniiles, as were the imftges into the churehei 
Ciiristians, and afterwards .they were adored. C 
of Alexandria says, that tim Bf^yptians regard 
ibis and ichneumon as the statues of the ipods. 
is to say, as their symbols." — Jurieu's Histo 
Do^mcs'ct dcs Gultes de I'Eglise. 

It is intended to devote a portion of 
pages to a consideration of the nature and > 
of symlK)Kc worship. An attempt will l>e 
to trace its moral influence npon the socit 
political condition of nations: A concise, p 
written scries of papers upon a subject so 
nant with important considerations will 
hoped, l>c acceptable to general readers, 
may not be in a condition to purchase, noi 
to afford so much of leisure as would € 
them to wade through, bulky and exp( 
folios. The aim here is to ])opulari8 
smoothing the dithcultics which in many le 
works beset the path of the student, and 
bring the mysteries, or hidden things, ( 
world of symbols within the reach of the 
l)lest understanding. There is no want o 
mirable matter for a full and complete h 
of symbolic worship, but the narrow lire 
this paper render it necessary to crowd 
that is useful into a small space, to do ^ 
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it demands some skill; it commonly ! which rests the clumsy Kupcrstnictun^ of their 
gf witli the book as with the palace, that . divine logic ; and not merely so, but their ana- 
96 of excellent material is rendered themas are pn»iiouiico<l against those shocking 
an useless by a bungling architect, i infidels who scrujde to receivetheirassumptions 

to be attained is concentration, not ' us the only standard by which the truth or 
; a briuging close together facts of falsehood of ull other ideas and all other systems 
interest, which bear witli force uptm of theology ari^ to be detennine<l. If the dis- 
ion ; and not as is usual to s])rea(1 cussion turn upon the relative antiquity of the 
bB OTer a large surface, so that by col- Sanscreet and Jewish histories ; if the disputed 
Mttp it were drawing, into one focus ' point Ik* whether the Indian (ieetaor the Jew- 
iflPbrmation which are now dis]»ersed ish Dihle has most cluhn to the ri'spect and 
pages of many authors, light nuiy bo i veneration of nuuikind, it is at once decided Ity 
ipon a subject hitherto so mucli ol)- ' these self-sutKcu>nt htgieians, that a'^ it is clear 
T national vanities, party violence, and a god wrote the Jewish Jiihle, and as it ise(|ually 
prejudices. ; clear that the account given of creation in the 

at concerns the religion, the learning, suered books of the Hindoos Hatly contradicts 
es, and vices of aiitiquity opens to our . that furnished by the great Jehovah himself, 
lid of investigation of almost unlimited ergo^ what is written in the Hindoo b(K)ksmu8t 
rith no other boundary line than that be false. Their conduct admirably illustrates 
I by the great globe itself, and suggests ; tlie judicious remark of Sir Thos. lirown, that 
if periods of time which seem to mock ' thot^ who would obtain a clear and warrantable 
Aiy chrouol(^c computation. Tlie body of truth, nmst be content to forget or part 
oh relate tliereto are confined to works '• with much they know ; for how can all truth 
imn their costliness, are as completely be obtained by a partial pursuit of it ? — how, 
loks to the poorer and more numerous unless they forgt't or part with the prejudices 
r society as though printed and pub- , of caste, sect, and nation, can philosophers, 

the planet Jupiter; and even could Christian or Hindoo, ol)tain a clear and war- 
placed at the disposal of the mass of ■ rantable liody of truth? — or how, in reason's 
ilation, few would have sufiicient cou- ■ name, can any writer who assumes that to be true 
ommence the investigation, or, if they I which is the very point iu dispute, lay claim to 
i«ttempty would fail to grow weary and ! the character of an accurate investigator or an 
t; ireary of fbe drudgery inseparable impartial historian ? Mr. Maurice, a writer tc- 

speotable by his talent, is the fairest and least 
offensive specimen of this genus, yet his History 
of IHndostan, and his Indian Antiquities, are 
both greatly disfigured by an unnecessary ob- 
who have so largely contributifl to trusion of his n-ligious opinions and gratuitous 
lis species of literature into merited impertinencies, levelled c^inst those whose or- 
It, seeem to have no other obji>ct in thodoxy is not his doxy. The animus of this 
Oi treating of the religions of antiquity, writer is shown in the following passage from 
diedly to dcpivciate and ndsrepresent the introduction to Inrlian Anti(iuities, p. 22 : 
PVlien they illustrate the religions of ** I have entered further into their astronomical 
id Egypt, it is with a view to throw ' disquisitions than my friends may think was 

for^round what they call the divine either necessary or, in regard to the sale of my 
tbeir own holy religion ; so that their . book, /^ri/rf^*^; but tliis particular subject was 

amount to little more than special intimately connected with others of a liigher 
9 in favour of certain cherished dc^nas; nature and more momentous research. The 
ley succeed in establishing for a season daring assertions of certain sceptical F^nch 
neiful hypothesis, or give a colour of i»hilo8opher8 with respect to the age of the 
deness in favour of some systematic ' world, whose arguments I have attempted to 
fj they are then reckless as to what be- I refute ; argmnents, principally foundo<l on the 
f truth, reason, or any thing so vulgar high ^^sumptions of the Hrahmins and other 
Mm sense. l^astern nations, in point of chronology and 

ag the Inspiration of Moses the fixed . astronomy, could their extravagant claims be 
nn whence to set out in search of phi- j substantiated, Jiave a direct tendency to over- 
, taking it for granted that he was a | turn the Mosaic system, and with it Chritti- 
sgislator, and ttai account of beginnings i anity. I have, therefore, with what success 



oh a pursuit, and disgusted with the 
ly gratuitous hypothesis, and wild 
gs, so pouipously paraded by tlicologic 
6 as sacred truths. Many of these 



ition, as given in Genesis, as the only 
? can be true, these doughty reasouers 
erything satisfactorily square with their 
ions. Having upon their own autho- 
nnined, not only that Moses wrote the 
'Genesis, but also that they were writ- 
be express command of a god, the ideas 
mi^ereuponform the substratum upon 



the reader must hereafter determine, laboured 
to invalidate those claims with all the perse- 
vering assiduity which a hearty belief in the 
truth of the former (the Mosaic system), and 
an unshaken attachment, not merely profes- 
sional, to the latter system (Christianity), could 
not fail of exciting atid vii^nAaXVu^.^^ Tivt v2wis ^i 
])a8sage shows t\\at\yWie"i\T.TsVBLXLT\cft,^«^^«i^ 
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to system, anilMt'tttU'iMl by tlio i>n'j iidi(»os oflii:* ' critcrhm of intcUiirciif'C. Tlicy inforii 
imtioii, wa«» quite uutitttMl to tn;at fully aii'l sizr* indifjitos jxrvvir, cvtcrus piinbiut. 
iiu[>}irtii!!ly the important sulijirt be iiad on- , otlu'rcoiulitioiirt briii^ ((|ual; aivuiiij^l 
tifajXiMl to develop, that inivertbeltMS he was one beads adways havi' and ahvays will 
oftbosemon to whom .liaconalbides, who know small ones, wbieb opini<m may be v« 
how to sound tlu* sharps and Hats of iliseoiirse ; ■ but it is in direet opposition to tliat. 
for the strain of his work was well adapterl t(» Aifi-i'.oth;, who insisted that amall hea 
ticklo the ears of the hononrabl.* direetors ».f ure by far the iiio.^t knowinir«s<ritis li 
the Ka-^t lu'lia Company, to whom it wa-* Aristotle bad the same idea of a /«/'<jri{] 
de«rK'atpd. \\e, in these more enli«:;hten;Mi times. 

If the hiirh assnmi>tions of tb" Ib'ahmius and fli'tck ones. Aristotle, like the pliKi 
other KashTM 7ntion!i' in point of ehronohnry mapped out the head ; or, to speak 
and astroii'»!iiy be an erron»'«»UM assumption; eiiraey, the phnMiolof^ists map out the 
if their elj».i:n to su])enor wisdom W- 'S'xtra- Ari^lotle; so that onramdoj^y" is by i 
va*rant,*' l.-t j>a«'h as>>nmj)tions and elalm be a modern se.ienee — Arisr<itle and the 
.tftnirn fo h" sitrlt bv faet and ai*y:nment. Tiie h)«rists cndv dilierinjr JW to the iiuii 
assumption of an Indian or Kiryj»tian priest is ! plaee of the organs, which, with all < 
Justa.-»«xood, toour tbinkiuir, as the assumi)tion ' mi^-ion to Coond)e, Devllle, and oth 
of a (':iri«tiun priest ; the e.laim «»f the IIIn(b)o tiekli?.]! jioint to determine. Wei 
l»hilo-4oph."r.- for priority iu ])oint of time ancl n-ader to take one hypothesis, borb,oi 
moral sup-TJoritv, msiv or m:iv not bf cvfra- as he finds it convenient ; as oar (>bie< 
riujani^ but if they are the oxtravajxanee •should to show by facfs iiud/iijiireit that men 
be exp(»se.l, and bt us not violate tlu' i)lainesr more brains than many other ereatnn 
TiilvA oriu>tiee and rij|:bt reason- by j)ronoune- or qu-ulniiMMl, not'vithstandinir the ass 
ju'jf them4o be sneb bii-ause they hnre // r//- the ]>lirenol<)ui<t>*. That th" elephant, 
rert tendrnry in '/rrrfHrn tht: Muxt/ic xi/stcm^ phin,an«ithe wliale have more brain f 
ftfid vnfh H (^hr'nttlaiilhi. .Away with the is well known, and we beliexe the i)a 
Mosaie system, if it reqiili'i' f.d--i'liood and in- borious a'-»s ha^* tlw like ailvantafjro 
Just lee for its Nnj>i).»rJ ! p.-ilsh Ciirldi.mity, if ** lord of tlie <*i'eation.'* t^o tb.at, as 
it li-.irmonlse not with tho enlriv;it."d reM-^oM of ffhyohi/c size, human luin,x> b-ive no or 
iiu:n ! The plahi truth i^, tiuit Mr. .Maurie'', over msinv erearures of an inferior 
mid hII writ'.r-i of bis d:.'jmali" sj-iun)!. t'ulh .wliilr \vi!h risin-etttf the /'e/f ///><• >i/.e, 
a!it?o Vhith'tSir Wui. Jons, that **i'i»h«' tlje rnary of thf* rj^ultnof ('uv'er's iiive-.lij 
til^.Cleveif('Uuj|2l^fft4fpf Cttpesi;- (.'ill duo allow- 'shown in the follow'in^jitiddc . — 

^^^^^ iId!..iL.o:..^^.. i*?^'!. n\: u i>....i. 4...i..\ : 
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antsft b0iu.^' iimfle fV»r a figurative, Eastern styhO ' yij^y 

iiKfOiey ur tUa wMln (uhr'w. of the (.'hristian " 

Telijjflon !is fols^o," wUi<'h aeeounts for ttieir ';'^'>V'*" **'*** 

terrible wrath ami fieree di-ebunation a-zainst j Sj""" J*!?!? 

the philosophers ^viio lbiun>ln(l durin*; tlu' i»ni.j(iti I.«j8 

<'veutful pe/u»d of the fii*<t Kr*'i)eh revobition ; (."'Hiiti-j. 1.41 

the Vobievs, Dup'.iis and olh.r.s of the sim,- ;^;''"»5 WfT"** ^-^ {••'|f 
, , .' ' J . , , , ^ . . (u!litrictu*'v. ...... 1.11 

"ichool, w '.o.;- xvntmus have >o lartrely eontri- . ^.i,.„,. ,.;...j i.4j 

buted to lU'stroy all belief in the literal text of Monniioi-y l.is 

rjene-ii-; ; re'lse iii'f it to !i merfallc^orie iietion, " i|i:.vi>iu'i'i:ds. 

tlun-eby asdinjr, wirbout doal.^ to (.vert urn the p,,^,^- rfiH-.-rfiU sjm.. 
Mosaic syyt^-m, and with it riiristianity. i ' j^tmi 1.47 to I..S'.».'5 

•-.A ...... .^ . .-■ - ■. .-.:•■.,. v., -: -.7-: -. . Cut "" l.S'i tu l.lUvi 

hfi Sfoul was suppoM il by t lie (.artesians to : u^, l 7(j 

lolK^snujclyquurti r-.d in the pineal Lriand('[//^/y/- Mouso 1.13 

</r///> pincfiUf) ; J: ran tiii'^ that to bo true, a l*'i<'M Mouso l.*)l 

dexterous operator, willi a sharp dii<seclin«j; Cuvicr eon-i«Iirs the brain iniiianiu 
knife, woubl be en:'!)]i"l to t'ut out tlie apart- ■ liou to his b'»dy, a^ ene to thirty, but 
mcMit e(»:itai:iln!^ tlu- soul, and sii.iw th;- miuI's r, ciuess of ihi.i h:i^ hovn disputed, 1 
house nj»on a ])l:'t.', for t!u; <-.irisfa.-tion of the S-wal an«l others ealrulatinjj; it as one 

ouriou'* ; the lliinkinj*; priii.'Ipl.; bein^ e.irried or (1 fly 

about like a monkey in a box. The Jewish .. ^;..., „ ,.,vi,;.r of 'J|Csar*s, that " I 
Kabbins deelared that the sold-* of men were . f.. ,,,,..„„ v;...."(,f ,•::,, ire, tUiW we have 1 
comfortably loea red in the luiek boii-, •^vilieh j ,.,,,,^-^^.1^.^^.^. :.,^ anri the -ivatest fear ol 
bij^dily ho.iouivd baek bone tb-y eall^-d luz,iv.v\ „,i^..,..^ (.(,:.r,:derl, }ni;i'unknown." 

if Wv' may believe ?danes.M s lieu Krael. is in- : 

corruptible, an<l so tou-rh as to sot lire, wat,»r, iJumroT.:- l»rh.t!ilicl'i'''U:.li.«lhy ^'I::M^^.>^ 
l.aMimcrs, and evervthin;x c'.se at deihmee. Our j ini-iC-o., (J. N-:m.A- V/iin-Mivi-f.- L'..x!>o-, 
mcfii of ..eienee teaeli that the ])rain is the sen- : "' 't""' ^^■"^';':"- " '! ^f "''V.V.':,;.,."/: V" 
sifriiua or tit :it oi fn'iisiiimuj tne Mze and ae- (;;.a-oo'.v: I'lii.;. .;...i r.ovc. 
tlvity of which J>hrviwhf.xhl:^ e'»ii<ider U s.ife I ^avw..;.-., "Sviwuvbor 0, 1.-41. 
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?OIJCY versus PRINCIPLE. 



SOCIALISTS of ENGLAND. 

LETTER I. 
« Honaitjr IS the beit PoUcy." 

& no apology for thus addressing you. 
ts can require none. Stigmatised by 
lemies as a band of reckless iufldel in- 
a, yon are not - naWf and I sincerely 
nrer will be, respectable enough to stifle 
; and, as lovers of truth, you consistently 
reperly court publicity, challenging 
It aevere investigation of your principles 
icy. . Whether the investigator be friend 
it matteni little, if yon have a principle, 
it principle be sound ; if you have a 
and that policy be useAil and honest — 
mot falL A society with true principle 
Innental, and Just practice as supcr- 
PB, cannot be permanently injured by 
eapon, blunt or sharp, friendly or 
dly. 

caaons for taking the present course are 
d. First, because having been one of 
arionaTie8,and thinking it my duty to se- 
ftom yon, my silence might liave been 
ipreted, and placed to the account of 
py or isoLT, vices incident to humftn na- 
at I heartily abhor. Secondly, because 
nSiial to bold back truth, which in our 
loea we believe ought to be told. Every 
inded member of your society will agree 
), that if to deceive when we ought to 
. ig to act the knave ; not to undeceive 
a practical liar. The virtues are active 
lire; it is sometimes good to suflfer, it 
criminal not to resist. True Socialists 
thy to be called the advanced guard of 
y of politicians. The pure philosophy 
WffJU by Robert Owen is the very poetry 
ies. Now the pure ore is all but lost 
la dross and rubbish by which it is en- 
d. Before Socialism was churched, 
' iti conaistency, or its preachers be- 
edf it was, as a theory, more beautiful, 
and admirable than the wit of man 
r before devised. Those who called 
I " moral Chartism," caught the true 
rhat Socialism was, and what it may 
ne, if, like the phoenix, it sliould rise 
ywn aahea. 



I look upon your party, consiilered as />ro- 
gressars, to be virtually defunct ; my reasons 
for this opinion shall ))e given in full in tliis 
series of letters ; and while addressing you, wlio 
are so numerous, influential, and generally in- 
telligent a body, my language shall be to tlie 
point — solier, plain, and gravity itself. It is 
my practice to suit the food to the palate, and 
use one style with canting hypocrites, and 
another with just and reasonable people. So 
that you will please to credit me with the ab- 
sence of all intention to cast ridicule upon your 
proceedings, whatever reflections I may feel it 
my duty to make. If by the mere statement 
of plain truth, such a result be produced, tlie 
fault cannot justly be chargeable upon nie. My 
hostility is not towards tlie principles of your 
society, but the corruptions of them ; not the 
practices to which you anxiously look fomi'ard, 
but the measures adopted to obtain them. Had 
principle not been violated ; had the association 
been true to itself; had your talented leaders 
repudiated, instead of imitati>d, the vices of 
niere demagogues, I would have fought in tlie 
van, in the rear, or side by side, with them : 
aye, even to the last gasp ; my notion of these 
things having ever been, that in the glorious 
warfare against error and tyranny, to a mind 
not spoilt by vanity, it would lx> held far more 
honourable to be a corporal in a well-disciplined 
regiment, tlian a general among ragamuffins. 

There will be nothing invidiously personal 
in these papers, and though I shall often have 
to allude to the Social MissionHries, it will be 
as an independent friend, who scorns to flatter 
and disdains to abuse. Their talent is undoubted, 
while their morality, as this world goes, is 
generally unimpeachable. Public men are 
public property ; &nd in glancing, as I shall 
sometimes have occasion to do, at the conduct 
of your leading missionaries, I wish it to be 
understood, that as men of genius and excellent 
moral feeling, who have won the laurel bravely 
and worn it nobly, I honour and respect them ; 
but as Brutus did not love Ceesar less, but 
Rome more, so I do not love these excellent 
friends less, though I love truth much more. 
Indeed, so far am I from entertuning feelings 
personsdly hostile to the Socialists individually 
or collectively, that all my sympathies, and 
prejudices, if you will, are knit up and, as it 
were, entangled with you. 

From Mr. Owen I received the first stroni^ 
ray of light in my \ieTv\%\i\fcv\ VnXx^e^eXa.^ «RvftL 
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from tJie Social body the Promethean touch 
that first warmed me into public life. As our 
enemies would say, I was but the cockatrice's 
egg, you hatched it into the serpent ; so that 
for me, because the policy of your society is 
not my policy, to shower abuse and invective 
upon it, would, as I declared in my farewell 
lecture, be playing the serpent that stung the 
hand which wanned it into life. My judgment 
condemns the abandonment of principle of 
which the Social representatives have been 
guilty ; my judgment heartily despises the 
hesitating, shuffling, equivocating,white-feather 
policy, that has been pursued for some time 
past, but more especially since the period when 
the Bishop of Exeter attacked you in the House 
of Lords ; my judgment condemns the taking 
of oaths by your missionaries, as a miserable, 
truckling, unprincipled policy, that had nothing 
in its favour but its immediate convenience, no 
sort of apolojry but the wretched one, that those 
who took it were rescued for a season from the 
fan«jrs of a vile law. All this, and much more, 
of which yoii, the Social body, have been pur- 
pose ly k( pt in utter ignorance, my deliberate 
judgment despises and condemns; so that 
wliiie feeling tugs at my heart-strings with 
complaining cries to talk me from my purpose ; 
honour anrl right reason demand that, at all 
ha/anls, and any personal sacrifices, the whole 
tnitli should he told, " without mystery, mix- 
ture of error, or fear of man." 

All these remarks are preliminary', but es- 
sential and highly useful, for without the soil 
be duly pre]>ared the seed cannot be put in 
wjth advantage ; and though all who know me 
will answer for my motives and intentions, 
there ai*e few in your society who do know what 
my views, sentiments, opinions, and conduct 
really are, and this principally in consequence 
of the narrow policy upon which the now no- 
minal, but formerly actual editor of the Neto 
Mor(d World uniformly acted ; which was to 
exclude from its columns those opinions which 
he thought it unsafe or inexpedient to publish ; 
that is, all opinions which did not fit his paper's 
Procrustean bed. I never disputed his right, 
as your editor, to prevent the voice of any 
heterodox missionary being heard ; but I did, 
and do^ dispute its Justice and policy ; and am 
folly prepared to show it, either through the 
press or on any public rostrum. If you have 
paid missionaries, you ought to know what 
opinions they hold ; if their opinions be sound, 
there can be no harm'; if unsound it is essen- 
tial they should be known, so that the interests 
of your society may not be sacrificed to the 
wild vagaries 'OF peculiar cix)tchet8 of any 
individuals. 

So much for matters. purely personal, which 
have stretched over a larger space than I had 
intended; for bitter experience teaches, that 
the less said about individuals, and the more 
al^out the mass, the bettef. Had the conduc- 
tom of the Neio Moral World thought it ex- 
S4 



pedient, or safe, to do me the simple ji 
inserting the substance of what I deli' 
the Lambeth Social Institution, upon tl 
sion of my farewell lecture, much of 
written above would have been unnec 
but I am driven to take my own afft 
my own hands, and do myself that 
which they have denied me. This shall 
fearlessly and honestly, with a rigid ad 
to truth, and full determination not am 
rily to irritate or wound the feelings 
party. 

It is always a bad sign when men shrii 
investigation ; honesty having nothing 1 
so much as concealment. If I should 1 
error, and these letters contain falsehoo 
rility, or mischievous sophistry, your 
will furnish many able men, who can 
tongue or the pen with equal facility, ai 
me for my pains. But if I can show 1 
policy of your society is not the polic; 
ought to be pursued ; that it is neith 
honourable, nor useful ; and that if p 
in it will end in confusion and shame ; s 
who ought to be the admiration, beco 
laughing-stock, of Europe ; if I can < 
strate this by reason and argument, you 
at once abandon so vicious a policy, 
your steps, and not be ashamed to ackno 
with the Grecian sage, that you grow ol< 
ing many things. It is the fundamenta 
of my policy, that no reforms, no m'ora! 
be safe that is not firmly inbedded in pi 
That a society, or a nation, to be perm 
prosperous, must have integrity. No r 
raise a good building with bad mater 
matter what his architectural skill ; no 
or public body can be stable or seen 
members of which have not a high { 
honour, and perfect faith in principle 
nonunfd, but real, faith ; men and wo 
whose moral scales wealth weighs as : 
against principle. I am not fighting s 
but substance, not for empty names hi 
benefits, which nothing but union with 
ledge can give ; and what, I ask, hindei 
so much as an affection for pelf, and thi 
ness of individuals and of public bodie 
their affections upon bricks and mort 
sacrifice principle, honour, and conf 
upon the altar of a time-serving, profitf 
pediency ? It is the want of principle a 
dency to corruption of all public bodi< 
have hitherto existed, that has brough 
into contempt, and filled men of sei 
spirit with disgust ; and, let me tell yo 
your society will go the way of all sociel 
less it reforms from within. It has nol 
fe^x from its enemies, but everything 
^io&its friends,who, without sterling in 
may, if not checked by your intellige 
reckless of principle, and sacrifice all 
high and noble-minded in policy. Tl 
no essential diffierences among men, the 
gate, or individual man, is good or bad 
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■ b; irhicli be is 

'•'I'led, and all wear more or Ibbb the liier^of 

-t'MD. This you, an SiH^iBlisIa, ought to know, 

111 lo rcDiembcr, tbal Ibi a aociet; la be pure, 

1T1 nuniifwrs must be purauaded that correct 

prai'lii^P! aiiinot grow uiit or corrupt ophilono. 

S, I'nr I'm- tbe pTCseat. Id my next, what 

i™i Ilii- jifiiii^iple of yoar flodetj will be staled; 

-•liDl it if. or nhetber it have or faaic not a 

,'iurlple, will be inquired into. The policy, 

'•t nnd present, of jour body will follow In 

" eourae, and every afaertion here made, with 

I T" tn hoot, will be jualiHed. The French 

II J Olivine, ■■ C'e»t le pramier pas qui coute," 

- '■' i^ the Brat step wtiich coats. 1 

.1'- lint Btep, and please God, as 

1 ill take ODOther next week. There 

i^onCemptible ia doioj( things by 

|iam'>. eveu liiiiugh tliey be mischiefs. If men 
tks Ihedug.lel them, like that of friend IdJiec, 
W i^t in everything ; If they lay claim to the 
riUnKterof honest mcu, let them be booeat 
auLnunlikcin nil their actions. 
Your weil wisher, 

CHARLES SOUTHWELL. 



DT philosophy run mad,; a god for n 
who BTe sublimated into lunatics, which w 
be worshipped with pari hp]>1bui 
prvcincis of St. Luke's. Tills is 
not one whit more severe than I 
lake the stuff to plecca, so thatw . -- _ 
at leisure, and with advantJige. Cwl, sccordid 
pBSsagu, i '■ • " ■■ ■ - ■- 
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IS THERE A GOD! 



. iii>tilui»i hat real ; iind,gooi[ 
I lie opinions we have ventarMi 
' ri.' 19 Ho mistake ; them tan be 

1 Jl EBB enALL UB SO mihtakb! 
rlie rationality of all Iretivf ill a 
, I II whiuh denial is included the 
ili^it there is good and sufficient 
:>. licve in any suth existences, 
'< 1 ^nd we understand a peison- 
■■ vtiatursliatscaliitwliattheywiil) 
. :i [id Independent of matter. 
. i>nired that neither motion nor 
I i^"id. By demonstratini^ that 
ii iiur epace (supposing there to 

'■iinnol be personality without 

" hision Is inevitable. 

ir believers tell us, that they 

I'll whom philosophy has taught 

-..:if as the inilnit* and elenial 

. 'i-nied, and that taitaml the 

: iiiire, and that crce(Ed, and that 

. uiiiversalsystem."* Suchisthe 

liy Dnuaniond, which idea of god, 

. looked into andseeninallits naked- 

|HII appi-ar very much like folly onslilt*, 

■ 'PnAcslDdtilipiuJuililotu.' 




Oh no, these reasoning Dclf 
sod is a tontething iiot litMly: the atirWid 
without a xiife>f(; anactivcexljlciioe, ■ ■' 
parts or Divans wherewith to seX; inu 
all things without its being possible It 
evitr be out of any thing; an influite 
mind, intelligence, or power, iluit thiin 
everywhere, Is nowhere ; an incompreheni " 
kind of nothing, creating all somethings ; 
eternal, co-csiistcnt, and co-universal w'' 
ter ; tlic two uiiiversoig in one universe by 
means disturbing each oUiers trauquiilty. ' 
j"ftn(totn;jDir«" regulates all tubafnrici: trpoii . 
" promtdgates laws," and not only cn.'ated ttj 
universe out of nothing, but Ihis won' 
univeisd-iiothing powiir also publialuB 
and ^(i, as the Scotch call them, wbii 
republislied and "al^htly I'jiplainciJ" 
isticul philosophers. WiHiuut lKln(f(liLi;„^ 
an etom or bd aggregate, ll Tna(pi*ii}lii»««i 
and moat wouilcrfally "movuA the QU>fu ft 
controls the BfOJi'egOle of nature." With 
sentimental Deists, there ia no cuipiihJ 
judgment; for what god is, and wliat he 
is treated of as though he lived in tlie ne^ 
street, which is hardly consistent In those 11 ' 
call god the " ittcumprehttuMe power ; " 1 
conslsteacy Ii a trifle compared with the lu! 
Ing Dp of 8 theory, or tbe deluding of n lun 
Cnde. All incomprehenailile power I> iMlc 
tlie oddest things lo make people aegaelnt^ 
ini'h, or allme them to woTlhiji, that ci 

be imagined. 

We should u loon expect that a sahooT-lM; 
well ticlcled by the whip upon his Inferior porta 
would be perfectly still, as that these fine phi- 
losophers of the Drummond school should not 
wii^Ie and twist under this infliction, loudly 
complain of such rirfieulau" rarcasms, turn 
upon themselves, like duU and heavy lead, and 
still pereiat tbal there miat be xomtthing not 
malerial, which, if anything at all, is certainly 
their own folly — a something evidently m " 
terial, but very apparent. God is a »pir 
these peoplc.nnd then they quote SI 
alter dTlnri"f "'""'■"y '"d "ItQ^'^Jly' 

1 ike^j){)etic^jjia{*Bmi<str^a^Lab<)u I 



Being nature'! onlj god ; 
whiciTIs" wTlhairrespecrfo rtpiwfspoet 
admirablea mon,ri(!icnlousierblBite" "-" ' 
which b ineirterminabU raust hsvc i 
letence, and there cannot be a rHl tilti 
which is not sotnetbing, for to lalk^boi 
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thiug being inexterniinabU or indestructible , 
is to talk more like wild men, than reasonable 
beings. If, however, these Deists take shelter 
under the wing oi Hobbes, who says that a 
spirit is determined by its place and figure, and 
consequently is a body, however thin and intan- 
gible : why, then, they save their necks at the 
expense of their heels j for if mind, spirit, or 
intelligence, is body, it must be material ; but 
there cannot be two material universes; and if 
to get out of the difficulty, they slide into Pan- 
theism, making god all, and all god, why they 
are caught in their own web of sophistry, as 
a Pantheist is one who contends that matter is 
god, and god matter, the word all having no 
sense, if not applied tu actual existences. Tliis, 
however, docs not suit the philosophic Deists, 
who will have it, that the power, mind, spirit, 
or intelligence, which they call god, forms, 
sustains, creates, regulates, and preserves m&t' 
ter, though not matter itself — a mind-god, not 
material, nothingr so gross as body, that enters 
into all Hving bodies, though they are at present 
undecided whether It enter into all dead ones ; 
indeed, they have not made up their minds 
whether there be, or be not, any of the latter 
character. According to these pleasant philo- 
sophers, god, or the spirit, tnind, or intelli- 
gence of nature, is unquestionably in every liv- 
ing thing, all intelligent matter being the resi- 
dence of deity, or the intelligence spirit. Swift, 
in his " Tale of a Tub." insinuates that men 
in general are but ^* suits of clothes,^* which idea 
of Swift's is not amiss, and su^ests another, 
that Deists will think tolerably good, which is, 
that the spirit of god is to matter what the body 
of a man is to his garments, matter and mind 
being nothing more than a god in full dress ; 
so t^t if we could but tear off matter from the 
spirit, which is god's body, we should see him 
stripped to the buff. 

Butler must surely have had in his mind's 
eye, an intelligence god philosopher, when he 
penned the following : — 

*' By help of reaMns (he professed,) 
He faAa PXRST matter seen undressed ; 
He took him naked— all alone, 
Before one rag of form was on." 

Many of these reasoners, who contend that 
god is in all intelligent organisations, stoutly 
maintain that he is out of all non-intelligent 
matter : that the intelligence-spirit, or god, is in 
the living, not the dead j which, if we grant, 
it surely follows, that dead bodies have no god 
in them : so that the inexterminahle spirit is 
not everywhere or omnipresent. Besides, we 
stumble over consequences vastly funny ; for 
if god don't occupy all matter, it is plain some 
must be without him, that is seeable as the 
nose on one's face ; not to mention that if the 
world or the universe be partly living and 
partly dead — a god tenanting the parts can- 
not be unity or trinity, but as it were chopped 
up into pi^es, so small and so numerouff, that 
eye could mot see, nor tongtie enumerate, them. 
Sff 



The mischief of this ait^ment does &gt 

here, for as there are roanil^stly difl^i^t 

grrees of intelligence it follows that there 

be different degrees of deity. The Intel' 

of the Jew abominates pork, while the 

ligence of certain Tartars will swallow the 

crement of the grand lama, or high pi' 

a filthy kind of intelligence-god ititiast be < 

fessed. In Europe, an intelligenoe-godj 

Christian ; in Turkey, Mohammedan ; In 

dia, Brahmin ; in Cmna^ a worshipper of 

thumb ; and so we might run round the { 

and find this intelligence-god playing the 

singular pranks we can well conceive 

times praying, sometimes cursing, 

afiirming, sometimes denying his own < 

calling that blasphemy here, which he] 

to be pure religion somewhere else ; proi 

heaven at the equator for that very 

and opinion that at the i>oles he pronoi 

worthy of hell. Such a god would be i 

by turns, and nothing long ; at one 

the sanctified sinner, " who plunders 

houses, and for a pretence makes long prayc 

and at the very scune moment a mock^ 

a scomer of all prayer, as thrice double ass-i 

a god filling up the knowledge-box of the 

timental Deist, who feels that an inl 

god exists, and urges on obstinate Atheists, Ittl 

ourselves, who deny that such «i god exists, m 

intelligence is very fond of praying to god, M 

we have a god praying to himself, which woa|| 

be comical enough were it true. Certainly, Ml 

thing can be so terribly ludicrous as this notklf 

of a mind or intelligence-god ; for as 

men, whom Mandeville confesses are stuc 

peaceable men, and, all the world knows, 

a tolerable share of some sort of intellii 

who are Atheists and, like ourselves, think 

that has been vnitten about a god or godfl 

the veriest twaddle that" ever abused and 

muddled the human intellect ; here we 

god denying his own existence, and spiteful 

abusing those who have scribbled so much 1 

his glorification, which would prove theintd| 

gence-deity not only comical, but very ungni| 

ful. But as though, to use the cant phnul 

divine providence had determined, for sod! 

cause to us imknown, to make such godditesti 

laughing-stock of the world ', this same intdV 

gence-god must, if there hie virtue in their d 

vinity, be a tenant at will in the heads of calvi 

frogs, toads, asses, and certain insects, useful I 

doubt, but rather too dirty to mention. 

even bugs have intelligence and strong 

tions for each other, and for us, we 

sometimes intolerable proof. So that here 1 

have a pretty kettle of fish — the supreme D 

telligence, or a piece of him, snugly housed i 

the tail of a louse, the snout of a hog, the hint 

quarters of a frog, or the head of an ass. Th0 

fine reasoners, so sublimely ridiculous, iH 

tell us, that the eternal cause is the eternal h 

telligence, which eternal intelligence constitut 

the universality of things called god, must \ 
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lied with such an intelligent-unintel- 
teas they, like true and genuine poets, 
mselvefl into a " flac fn»iizy,** when 
mt will riisturb nor Hi'use lie heeded. 
It on the armour ofinvinsibility,any 
o pierce them with logical arrows, 
the vanity of a dead shot, who, be- 
Mid tieen accustomed to bit when he 

his mark, should hope to hit the 
, which, like god, is neither see-able, 
or nnderstand-able. Must not men 
rely pretend to believe in such a god 
3 first cousins to fools — as vain as they 
1 ; whose ridiculous gibberish has been 
nlred, because it has not been under- 
. is high time the human mind should 
'its IcMul of bigotry, and no longer be 

by such fooleries. The vain are in- 
e to the shafts of sarcasm, however 

well directed; for the vain man, if 
ol, will receive it as a compliment. 
}re sensible Deists complain that the 
- is a caricature of their opinions, and 
olated to provoke mirth, derision, and 
t, they may be told that these opinions 
road farcical, and absolutely idiotic, 
i impossible to caricature them, their 
ition being a sufficient caricature of all 
lie, and cannot but provoke mirth, 
and pity. 

thety rant Appins Claudius, in the play 
oios, complains that the free speech 
ig sarcasms of Siccius Dentatus, bring 
Dvirs into contempt, honest Dentatus 
eplies — "The decemvirs bring them- 
io contempt, AppiuB :" so say we to the 
ioners who pretend that intelligence is 
m bring yourselves into contempt, and 
need not our assistance. All ridicule 
nt ridicule and argument are excellent, 
lid never be seperated in reasonings 
i to the popular mind. Ridicule is 
of truth, where it shows the ludicrous 
and, as it were, sets them off, without 
g, or misrepresenting them. All argu- 
y do for the wise — all ridicule for fools ; 
B who most need instruction, are nei- 
olutely wise nor entirely foolish ; and 
rould get at the popular mind, must 
pnlarly ; always, however, connecting 
mbnts and the serioiis by the safe fas- 
f good sense. 




(Orthoceratite, a horn,) 
)RY OF REGULAR GRADATION. 

V. 

MrtloDthst the solid wrth has condensed fh>ni 
i«f vtpovr, will teem Btnnge und ftertling to 



the Bifaid unaceustomed to sclentifle Inquiry ; but 
when we reflect that water may be frosen jfnto a 
MutMtance, ire, which is as hard as a rook, or a^ln 
mar be mnlUfil intu viXor, or sublimed into vapour, 
and attain cuiideniiH<l intu water, and frozen attain * 
into iue ; or, flually, muy, by chMinical decomposition, 
bo rtiiuced to its two coinpitnont kus***, oxygen and 
hydrogen, we may cease to wondtr at phenomena 
which are produced by tiie name laws, surid may Im 
explained on similar principles.**— BniTisu Qubbic 

AMD STATBSICAir. 

Palbontolooy, is that science which treats 
of animals, plants, &c., that existed when solid 
inatter first formed, and what is calletl earth, 
thrust its head above the watery abyss. " Geo- 
logians (says Boitard) have given that name to 
the study of animals that lived before the de- 
luge, and the bones and fossil remains of which 
are buried in the various beds of earth which 
form the crust of our globe." He adds, ** that 
geologians have collected seventeen kinds of 
fossil shells, which characterised that period 
(before the deluge)." The engraving represents 
one of these shells, in shape like a cylindrical 
cone, perfectly straight, with simple exterior or 
outside, partitioned in the itiside, and provided 
with typhous, a kind of water spouts, without, 
however, any power of contraction. 

" You will remark (observes Boitard) that all 
living beings, with the exception of some vege- 
tables, were formed in the water, and inhabited 
it. At the epoch when the Orthoceratite was 
formed, which has nothing analogous to it in 
nature, there was not a single animal capable of 
breathing our globe's atmosphere, not one that 
inhabited the earth. Profound silence reigned 
over all nature, and no voice had murmured 
the accents of love or hate, in the solitude of 
the forests." 

The probable formation of these shelly crea- 
tures, as, indeed, solids in general, it will be 
useful to inquire into. Many thinking people, 
who mistake haste for speed, with impetuous 
organisms that forbid suspense of judgment, 
galloping to false conclusions rather than none 
at all, will, without doubt, at once pronounce 
this attempt to develope a theory of n>gu1ar 
gradation, or account for the formation of solids, 
as a kind of moral alchemy. For ourdelvcs, 
we like out-of-the-way thinkers, as Dr. Dar- 
win, for example, who proposed a scheme by 
which icebergs were to be towed from the polos 
to the tropics, and the winds to be brought as 
completely under the control of man, as though 
the imaginary god, who was said by the anci- 
ents to let them out from his cave, had delegated 
his authority to mortals. The alchymists did 
not fiad the philosoper's stone, but something 
far more valuable, the facts upon which to build 
the science of chemistry j for as the fictions of 
astrology, prepared the human soil for the 
truths of astronomy, so was alchemy the neces- 
sary forerunner of chemistry. We grant that 
a cripple in the right road, will beat a racer 
in the wrong one ; but the man, or beast, that 
never moves at all, can't reach tfa4 wt&niniii; 
post : so that w^\\«i ^xie csx^ ^dMiiK..\yt "isai^ 
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that the right road is taken, let it always be 
remembered, that mind and matter are wedded, 
incorporated two in one, and must keep mov- 
ing, even though like crabs they should go back- 
ward. The fabled parent was wise, who, when 
on his death bed, recommended his sons to dig 
in the garden, as they would find a hidden 
treasure there ; for, though they were at first 
deceived, not finding gold, yet they soon dis- 
covered that the labour employed upon the 
soil, cured its barrenness, and yielded a rich 
treasure of useful commodities. They did not 
find the gold they sought ; but a richer prize 
that they did not seek : so we who dig for in- 
tellectual wealth, in a soil hitherto despised as 
barren and worthless, if we find not that we 
look for, may light on treasure of even greater 
value. 

This is not written in defence of idle specu- 
lation, which have no practical bearing on the 
happiness of man, often so vain and useless ; 
but speculation which keeps close to the analo- 
gies of nature, that in its boldest flights, is still 
within the range of reason's vision, and carries 
into the darkest recesses of imagination's world 
the torch of analogy: like Heltzler,* who 
showed that more than all the wonders of fic- 
tion may be realized in the world of realities. 
The great fallacy of the present age, lies in the 
supposition, that all necessary and useful truth 
can be concentrated in any single individual, or 
any one society, however scientific, or however 
intelligent. The ancients instituted games of 
the torch, in honour of Prometheus, or nature, 
in which games they who ran for the prize, 
carried lighted torches ; but if any torch went 
out, the bearer withdrew himself and gave way 
to some other, who, if more fortunate in keep- 
ing his torch a light, won the prize : " which 
fable (says Lord Bacon) conveys an extremely 
prudent admonition, directing us to expect the 
perfection of the sciences from no single person; 
for he who is fleetest and strongest in the course, 
may, perhaps, be less fit to keep his torch a 
light, since there is danger of its going out from 
too rapid, or too slow, a motion." 

While we have a clergy whose business it is 
to cramp the mind, with a view to fetter the 
body, the torch of reason is not likely to go out 
from its too rapid, however dangerous the slow- 
ness of its motion may be. This is obvious, 
especially to the teachers of the incomprehen- 
sible, who seem to think that human beings, 
like cats, can see best in the dark. So great is 
the darkness, that the simple fact of the matter 
of our globe existing in various conditions, 
sometimes solid, at others fluid, at others aerial, 
or gaseous, is not generally known. The peo- 
ple in general know that there is such a thing 
as gas, air, fluid, and matter ; but they do not 
know that all is matter, fluid, air, aud gas, by 
turns, and that, as Jacquctot expresses it, *^ all 
is in all, and every thing is in every thing." 
They do not know t}iat bodies pass successively 
• See " ParadiM IrithiB the reach of aU men." 
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through all these, which are merely the vaiioii 
states of matter ; and, though thousands hav 
lisped at school, that the noble dust of Alea 
ander may now be *' stopping a bung bole, 
how should they understand tliat philosopUi 
sentence, when the real nature of things ii 
never explained to them ? Our public a^idfr 
mies, from those great conservatoires of igno< 
ranee and corruption, the universities of Ozfiivd 
and Cambridge, down to the village school^ thi 
spirit of priestcraft hovers over and darkens the 
intellects of men. 

The ancients taught that, of all things, chaoi 
was the first, which chaos was called by thi 
greater part of ancient philosophers, water. 
According to which notion, all is chaos, when, 
as there is good reason to believe, was once the 
case — 

A shoreless ocean tumbled round the globe. 

It is well known, that by heat, were it of • 
certain intensity, the whole of the solid crust 
of this globe, might be dissolved into steam, or 
gas. The diamond is one of the hardest bodies; 
yet Newton made the diamond blaze as thou^ 
it had been paper; while we are fully awar& 
that a certain degree of coldness, or absence ot 
heat, would give to gas, air, or water, the hard- 
ness of diamond. Whether the sun be^ as siqH 
posed by Anaxagiras, a huge red-hot stone, or, 
as believed by others, a perfectly cold body, 
it is beyond question the cause of heat in ns ; 
so that, could our globe be placed beyond the 
reach of its influence, not only would all the 
forms of vegetable and animal matter be de- 
stroyed, but even mineral existences would 
assume appearances, and mam'fest phenomeoA 
entirely different from any thing with whidt 
our race is at present acquainted. Fluids azt 
but solids in motion ; air is nothing more; and 
what more can gas be ? they are all bat diffe- 
rent conditions of the one thing, called ruUurif 
universe f or all, which is precisely the idea con- 
veyed by the " all in all, every thing in every 
thing," of Jacquetot. 

Homer, who, like Thales, supposed all things 
engendered, or begotten of water, saith — 

The ocean, whence all things bbcbxvb theib bixtk. 

That such was the opinion of Thales, we find 
in Plutarch, who says, " that he (Thales) ctm* 
ceived water to be tjie first principle of all na- 
tural bodies, whereof they consist, and into 
which they resolve, for the following reasons : 
First — Because natural seed, the principle of 
all living creatures, is humid ; whence, it is 
probable, that humidity is also the principle of 
all other things ; Secondly — Because all kindb 
of plants are nourished by moisture, wanting 
which they wither and decay; Thirdly — Be- 
cause fire, even the sun itself, and the stars, are 
nourished and maintained by vapours, proceed- 
ing from water, and consequently the whole 
consists of the same." 

This opmion of Thales is that of all antiquitj. 
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than is now known — It MtlBlBg twy JuMiiw 
that only the loMi welBhty anil solid parU rf 
aucient learning have come into uur poMtMlon. 

TIIB AaATBODAIMOIt, OR OOOD OENltlS, 

Symboliitd by a Serpent .rirtlingln Ui genial 

embrace the ilundane Egg. 




SYMBOL WORSHIP. 

Uwrluail dBgonentfd from the ■ImpllcLI)' af tholp 
orlgiul (heolofT, T« repnsent Om *ij|iTtibe haian sad 
lili altrftiula bv ¥ariuiii emblnna lad hMroglypliIct. 
ThB^ deplcM CBopiln the tonn of a htmm, "M<* 

of FWmlt)-, and Um Hided w (hi bod]' ef tlw sv- 
penl llw head or the ibvp-ilgliUd hiKk. Tlnlr 
Itlrsn tKing (but pervMifd, Otxi, tij dtgn'^ loaf 
riKhl of the lUiins oiiglUl, Bnd >1 knglll lAmt ItW 
■7nil»l (Or the nslllr. • • • • On IhOBttMk 
Kiilirtu'ea and uedalit aDiDiiird to tlw HBiiKisiniirr 
thne hi«rDgt7jihlo ijintwU, the figg Add tlH Ktpent, 
perpeEinlly occur Id great varMj, llngle md com- 

Tkb wise and subtle serpent that plays SO con- 
■picuous a part In the theological Ituve called 
Geucsis, was. Id Egypt, the symbol of many 
ideas. It was the symbol of eternity; for th« 
aerpent, with its tail In its mntitb, is wlUiant 
beginning and without end. It was the symbol 
ofimmortnlity: for, by the casting off, anil 
renewal of, its skin, it seemed to tlimw awi» , 
old, and luke on new, life, wliifh Uie priea(| 
taught Watt infinite, eternal, and supreme};-.^ 
wise. It was the symbol of deity ; for with ^ 
Ibe Indian and Egyptian pbiloso^taan the luii:- 
verso was lield to lie god, w\!&i^ ao^ictM v^- 
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miy, in a ftgurative sense, be said to renew 
itself, casting off its old sliin, or covering, only 
to snpply lt9^plaee with the new — the whole 
never dying, nor, seemingly, find corruption. 
We learn,-^roxQ perusal of the Hindoo saered 
books, that a sphere, or circle, was a symbol of 
deity — for, say they, " God is like a perfect 
sphere, without beginning or end ; " which is 
very natural kind of language, if we substitute 
for the word god, nature or universe ; for the 
universe, if acknowledged eternal, cannot be 
supposed an effect, but the grand cause of all 
effects ; itself uncau^d, yet the cause of all the 
chaises or appearances we behold, and, there- 
fore, eternal ; the idea of which eternity was 
beautifully shadowed forth by a serpentine 
sphere. It was also, as just stated, a symbol 
of wisdom ; and, of course, when tlie mystical 
priests (with a view to cover their philosophy 
with the mantle of deceit) personified the uni- 
verse and called it god, gave birth to the idea, 
which was very carefully perpetuated by them, 
that this god was a big somebody, and then 
they left the imaginations of their wretched 
dupes to do the rest. 

The priests called their god — wise ; the people 
echoed them ; for all x>eoplc, thinking them- 
selves wise, imagine gods jnst as wise as them- 
selvelves, for which personality no more apt 
symbol could have been found than the serpent, 
which, to the intelligence of the ancients, dis- 
played so many marks of wisdom. What made 
the writer of Cfenises in such a pet with the 
serpent, or brought the reptile into such bad 
odour with the Jews — ^after being for so many 
ages worshipped as a divine symbol by the In- 
dians, Egyptians, and others — it is difficult to 
4Miy ; but it is most likely the Jewish priests 
wished to render every thing connected with 
€uiy other delusion than their own, odious In 
the eyes of the people. 

The egg was another apt symbol which, in 
India and Egypt, was used to convey many 
ideas of a grand and useful kind to those who 
were sufficiently unvulgarised as to be safely 
trusted with such knowledge. The Greeks 
consecrated an egg in the mysteries of Bacchus ; 
for with them, as with the Hindoos, Pheneci- 
ans, and Egyptians, the egg was a symbol of 
the world; this egg others said had been 
vomited by the god Cneph, which story just as 
well satisfied the common people as any other. 

The following literal translation from the 
Manava Sastrd, by Sir Wm. Jones, will be read 
with interest — the words are put into the mouth 
of Menu, the reputed son of Brahma, who is 
«aid to have addressed them to the sages of 
India: — "This world was all darkness, imdis- 
cemable, undistinguishable, altogether as in a 
profound sleep, till the self-existent, invisible 
god, making it manifest with five elements, 
and other glorious forms, perfectly .dispelled 
the gloom. Desiring to raise up creatures by 
an emanation from his own essence, he first 
created the waters and impressed them with 
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the power of motion ; by that power wai 
duced a golden egg, blazing like a thoi 
stars, in which was born Brahma, the 
parent of all rational beings ; that whii 
the invisible cause, self-existing, but ui 
ceived I That divinity having dwelt ii 
egg through revolving years, himself mei 
ing upon himself, divided it into two i 
parts, and from those halves he formei 
heavens and the earth, placing in the b 
the subtil sether, the eight points of the v 
and the permanent receptacle of waters." 
who can extract any value from this ai 
stuff will deserve exclusive right and title 
the juggling nonsense is only quoted he 
show what a set of bewildering mystifien 
priests have been. Many Christian wi 
filled with the holy ghost, are great adi 
of the above, saying, that it is only inferii 
the account given by Moses, which they 
nounce awfully sublime, and perhaps U; is 
whether our bump of veneration is very • 
or from any other cause, it is certain tbi 
can never read the Hindoo or Jewish m 
books without pity and contempt : conl 
for the awfully ridiculous nonsense they 
tain, and pity for the poor deluded fin 
who receive such abominable trash as cH 
If the people of this and other countries 
to «ead and laugh at such ridiculous talet, 
mere matter of amusement, they wool 
comparatively innoxious; but to swallon 
wild stuff, as sacred and divine, is shock 
immoral. 

It is impossible for any one to unrai 
make sense of the above passage ; but tb 
little doubt that the priests who wrote it, 
make it quite intelligible. All is riddli 
riddle-me-ree in religions, which are the 
respected, the less they are understood; b 
millions to guess what they really are i 
be the signal for their destruction. They 
it up, and trust to the expounders, or the ^ 
fabric of delusion would vanish like som 
chanted castle of Eastern romance. 

HELPING THE LOBD ! 

" He (God) loveth to oppbess."— HosisA xiL 

Ov Saturday afternoon, Nov. 27, the editor of ttii) 
work'iivte summarily arrested, on a warrant dl 
himVith— inditing, printing, and publishing, a i 
and blasphemous libel against the Christian religi 
^ JaAW established, we presume) and the holy 
Contained in an article upon the " Jew Book,** 
4, of the " Oracle." He was speedily conTeyed 1 
receptacle for rare specimens of humanly— • 
where, at the time of our going to press, he il 
mains. The editor having seen but a small povl 
this number in print previously to his abduction,! 
there be any material inaccuracies they will be i 
in our next.— Nov. 30th, 1841. 

Bristol :— Prfaited & Published by Pibld, South 
and Co., 6, Narrow Wine-street. — Londok : H 
ington, Watson. — Manchester : Heywood,- 
MiiroHAH : Guest, Taylor.— Liverpool : Stei 
Glasck>w : Paton and Love. 

Saturday, December 4, 1841. 
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I the act— Ibc ireWher bi'in- ^Inrk ;.ri 

Bhignl'Bconidpnpi' — I >ra' liurrn'l 
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hut a laughing humouf, was ntit in 

to relish ; and bo we p»Me<l, never, 
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When the brave Pcar^ut O'Connor si Ond A 
the first time in the cold cell of York Ctujk 
'tie said that, wonnded hy the InAtglMrmlt 
had suffered, ami the pnwpeet of A l»itg,er — 
and unjost imprisonment, he burst iDto Id 
and npen hit kneea prayed Rod he might dto " 
before the morning. I Imnoumnd respectMch 
feelings, bat cannot participate in Ihem. Whe- 
ther I am mode of ••lenu'r stntT, or it be the 
sheer effect of stnpldlty, I know not, hot whpn 
far the first thne I Wtt> dragged from my home 
like a felon— not nllowed lime to refresh my 
parchad lips- thrust cold, hnngry, and wen^ 
into a cell of BrMnt gaol — when stripped like 
a thief, and hurried to my straw pallet, as ana 
of the vilest criminals that ever swung u 
the gallons, I neither wept nor preyed— 
suffered sevente^'n dnya' lolitury confini 
in all the horrors of suspensegAndshednot? 
ftu( ojice, and they were team of joy . iweet te 
forced by the kinrlnesa of friends, 
malice of my enemies. Yea, jt was tl 
npss of friendB made my long pent-up fivl 
gush oot at uny eye-lid*. As to prayer 
It, under all or sny of its forms ; the 
praying being associated in my mind w 
ofhuman degradation. Did I believr 
esistence of superior poivt 
1. or had one grain of ft>itb^ 
III religious inks, my ere '"' 
m; fordidlsupposi'nei 
as thb). in whlrh sincerity m h 
Kbd, bonxity a reproneh — w 
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it pressed into tlie 
r*m. « B.V , ± ^uwiu believe in the existence 
ot sup<Erior powers producing, watching over, 
perpetuating such a state of things, whatever 
they Hii^rht be called, tliey must have all the 
attributes of devils ; but I believe not in devils, 
so that I can neither fear jior hope any^ thing 
frcmi tliein.. 

\y\iv.ii H schodt-boy, the study of fables was 
most pleasinjT to me. That of Ilercules and 
the wn<roaert delighted me uncommonly, and 
finnly fixed itself in my memory; a fable teach- | 
ing the wise lesson, that action is better than ! 
prayer ; that gods, if any , mind their own busi- | 
ness, and men should mind ttieirs ; and that j 
if we are unlucky enough to get our wagon : 
into a hole, there is notldng like a willing mind I 
and a good brawny shoulder to get it out | 
o&raln. '-Tills little bit of wisdom did not for- 
sake mtirla. my prison, wliere I lay and thought 
that human deliverance from the bonds of ty- 
ranny and error can only be effected by human 
menus, and wliat men desire to be done they 
flliMuM set about doing for themselves. Tliese 
woe the thoughts I had, as I lay, for the first 
thnc, ui>on my straw IkhI, the prisoner of fierce 
t>it;(it8, my conscience not accusing me of 
any crime otlier than that of expressing 
freely iny honest convictions. I lay neither 
w(r])ing nor praying, bat ardently wishing, not 
tliat I iniglit die, but live to vindicate my cha- 
nu' ler from the foul aspersions cabt upon it, 
and cover Jeiti^Hookei's with confusion. 

My friends were soon on the alert, and 
in tile course of a few days bail of a I(>gal and 
unexceptionable character — I say, and rei)eat it 
Ad\iso<l\y, hail ^miexceptionablesLnA legaljSnlfi' 
cient for all honest men, was tendered and 
refused, as though the spirit of Bonner had 
taken up its ({luirters in the carcass of that 
cliristlan magistrate, Mr. Wood. I do not 
think that the eloquence of Mercury, no nor the 
finest touches of an Orphean harp could then 
have softened this cruel old man into compliance, 

Sure he in hardened oak his heart did hide, 
And safest ribs of iron armed liis side. 

Such is religious bigotry, that stceU the heart 
and renders it insensible to the groans and 
misery of suffering humanity. I never yet saw 
a merciful bigot, and probiEibly never shall; 
such a creature would be a phenomenon. When 
Thales was asked what was the strangest sight 
he ever saw ? he answered, " A tyrant old ; " it 
may have been so with Thales, but to me 
tlicre would be no sight so strange as a merci- 
ful bigot. To return to Mr. Wood ; having 
hooked the fish, as above hinte<l, he was deter- 
mined lliat it should not be his fault if the iron 
did not at irk well in his^ls ; and though, as 
the »(-qm-I will show, his exertions were not 
crowued with sucrcess, he deserved to succeed. 

'Tu( nut in mortals to comnumd success; 
He did loorc— cnduavourcd to duscrve it. - 

Oiie satisfaction he did have; so, '' come what 
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may, he has been blessed •'* in givingrm 
teen days extra solitary eonflneinent, ir 
cell of one of the coldest prisons in I 
suffering all the ignominy of the mur 
felon, and the holy companionship ( 
and prayer-books. " Whom the lore 
he chastencth,^' so was I taught by 
chaplain ; and though not malicious, 1 
cerely hope that the lord, or somebo 
will equally love and chasten my c 
friends ; and, as the poet says, ^' Give \ 
their fanatic pomp; pluck from the 
superflux ; and make the heavens mo 
The " Jew Book " says many good thiuj 
of which deserve to live in the memoi 
as ** Pray for your enemies," which 1, 1: 
set my face against prayer, would ( 
heartily : for of charity may sometime 
what a certain old lady said of hone: 
was a very fine thing, but thank God s 
do very well without it;" yes, I maint 
rity is a y^ fine thing, when well i 
tered; like blisters, its virtue in gi 
depends upon its right application, 
should not be particular, but univer 
strained for individuals, but fitted 
whole mass ; not merely a family, or 
but a worldly y virtue. Tlie " sweet us 
perience" teach me that there are som 
not to be conciliated ; that you may 1 
not cure them of their moral infinnitie 
that it is good to keep at daggers drawi 
vileness and infamy it is the highest v 
denounce and expose. Would you mc 
heart of a bigot? — prove to him the inj 
persecution, make him feel its bitter 
him drink the cup of sorrow to its ver 
prescribe for him that prison, that scaj 
that fagot he would prescribe for other 
would not be inhumanity, but mercy ; 
venge, but simply an act of justice. li 
able men are obliged to live in mad 
they should protect themselves agai 
chained legal lunatics. 

You will perceive that I have taa 
strong spice of p^rsecutionfs^i^ij^ity, a 
aa it were, my iuffild '^^S^oily . aired, dri 
seasoned for the first propitiary sacriflc 
Bristol Bonner to tlie god of the J< 
the Gentiles. '* Tlie wise man.conside 
end to which he is tending; he aeeketh 
it before he moves a single step" — so t 
been wise. This is another of the man 
lessons I might have learned, had I not 
it before, fh)m a luminous address to p 
under cliarge ; a concoction, I believe, 
gflol chaplain, which address is hung u 
prison cells for the spiritual comfort of 
assassins, and writers of blasphemy. 

On the seventeenth day &f my impris< 
the deputy-governor told me, to my g 
tonishment, that an order had come 
release, liow' to account for this sudd 
of Fortune's wheel I knew not, but thi 
ctiange had come over the spirit of the 



: ttK ORACLE or REASON. 



eam was quite evident. I did not, an | nnld wliilnt I wnn in piiaon, witliout iny kiimr- 
be sure, stop to cogitate upon tiie ' ledge, and of course witliont my ronpcnt: iry 
T inquire curiously as to the wiiysand j friends liavinfr no idea that tlio net wni^ ilio^nl, 
?fore8 of the thing ; but with all pos- ' or eould, in any way, coinpmmiHp me. Vhr 
>eclition got without the walls, and I magistrates, however knew all at)out it : oli, it 
'the dust from my f(*ct as one more ' was a cunning deep-laid scheme, so truly dc- 
T against cold-bloode<I bigot«. I vilisii, one would liavc thoup-lit it had hrvw 

already mentioned that Imil, legally ! concocted in Hell : not hy Wood, hut hy Sutnn 
, had been refused ; hut I discoven'd, ' in council. It is one of the purest s]<,'>rinieiis 
Y miracle, that it was the opinion of a ' of Cliristian in>erality ever placed on recon'. 
ctionary in connexion with the coun- ' We will just let him out, thought th«\v, just 
that the magistrates could not, if the I nicely to fix him in — we will kill two hinis 
re pushed, longer refuse to accept my | by one ctmningly-directed arrow ; for, by ne- 



This was speedily made known to 
is, who did not fail to take advantage 
rcnmstance, and the result was my 
I. Now mark, Socialists and P(>ople 
id, I had Ix^n kept in prison for ten 



cepting the hail and letting the atheistic.'il end 
dangerous rascal take an airing for a few iionrs, 
we sliall case our shoulders of a disfiprrecHbh; 
responsibility, ward off the charge of refuel ivr 
bail maliciously and illc^lly, while, hy iHKnMi>r 
*arly contrary to law, to satisfy \ another warrant just in the nick of time, this 
ctiveness and lust of cnielty of my j troubU*some dog will \yo nguin in our clutches 
►PS. A charge indisputably proved, by j and made perfectly safe ; all of which wo may 
that the l>ail subsequently taken by : do upon chrUtian principles ; and, es it will ho 
I were the *<? me pflrr^tcjr who had lieen, j supposed that he committcHl some new and 

hi'avy crime, we shall, without nois*e or danger, 
comfortably get, and as comfortably gng, him. 
When I had notice of their intent, I had no 
particular curiosity to see tho warrant, but 
thought it would lie far more pleasant, as wi II 
as judicious, to make mywlf scHrcCjtake a lrij», 
and breathe the country air, rather than strjji 
Her sorrow " he tould not bring his | at home on puqiose to jump down tyranny** 
.; he, therefore, in order to keep me , throat, or Ik* carried back to my old loflglngs. 
d and slimy embrace another day, re- ' lliouglit I, they out-jockey'd me the first timo, 
le production of the deeds by wliich 1 and it will but be making things even If I out- 
r bondsmen (Mr.WhitIng, ironmonger, jfM^key them tlie second, and give them nt 
e-8treet, whose name had a ppeanfl on I least a Rowland for an Oliver. A ftux^tions 
jlders' list for several years) claimed friend of mine has most happily compared me 



previously, iUegally refused by him ! 
upright judge, this second I)aniel, 
do me t\m tarrly justice without first, 

It ingenuity, inventing for my friends 
annoyance, and producing as great 

> possible ; he loved me witli the love 

El for its victim ; parting with me was 



th 1000/., consenting, if they proved 
take the bail — which, in law plirase- 
eaus the icJiofe bail. The dee<l8 were 
:, and they bore witness that nearly 



time, that that gentleman 
'qualified three days after 
it any examination into his 
was unnecessary. Had it not been 
eience of anotlier magistrate, to whom 



of my trial, surrounded by Christian 



and the Bristol magistrates to an unfortunate 
mouse and a couple ofsavage, but playful, cats, 
who with all their ferocity and cunning, after 
patthig, biting, and scratching, as eats are 
at sum belonged to their owner, free I wont to do, by a little artful dodging on the 
icnmbrance. Evasionwas next tried — ' part of the mouse, were disapixnnted of their 
not a bigotresort to? — ^and an attempt ' prey. IIow, dreadful, after letting me out for 
B to show, that in saying, with the I seventeen hours, that I would not go back for 
""^^ " he (Mr. W.) would take the another seventeen days! Tlie case is i»itlful 
Mr. \Vhlting'8 alone, well- and desperate', pray heaven that we hear of no 

suicides in Bristol ! Tlie fact is, that I thought 
a Christmas dinner would relish lM<ttcr out 
than in prison; and though, when like tho 
flayed eels, I got used to it, or at all events I 
became more reconciled each dav to its harsh 
I appealed for an opinion, the promise and cruel regulations — as a bird that first flnt- 
tbe preA'ious day would have been | ters against the wires of its tage, yet in time 
ff, and I should have remaine<l, un- iKJcomes comparatively content — once out, 

depend upon it I liad no disi)osition to return. 
With birds it commonly happens, that if by 
any accident they get from their cages tlwy 
will return to them of their own accord, but 
this was not exactly my ease. There are of 
course no perfect analogies between birds with, 
and birds without, feathers. 




Ef all this, I had been at lil)erty scarce 
hours when I was informed that a 
rrant was issued for my a])pr erip sion , 
^und that I had printed air pub- 
)py of the first wt^rrant, whicii con- 
in the face of it the horrUde libel on 
Book." It should be understood, 



My mind once made up, there was no time 
to be lost ; liaving determined that I wouhl 



arrant in question was printed and , not be maintained at the state's charge Ijefore, 
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whsterer might be sai^ about after, trial ; and 
knowing, as the thief said to the officer, that 
*^ distance lends enchantment to the view" I 
rendered myself invisible, dexterously slipped 
through the fingers of the Argus-eyed police ; 
and after *^ sundry 'scapes in the immi- 
nent deadly breach," contrived to baffle all 
pursuit ; leaving the hounds not the ghost of a 
scent ; and here I am, once more the priest of 
the Oracle, within the sanctuary of liberty- 
hall, near the caverns of secrecy, known only 
to the initiated; breathing, you will readily 
believe, a purer air than that of Bristol gaol, 
with better companions than turnkeys, and 
food rather more relishable than brown bread 
and convict gruel. 

I may add, for the satisfaction of fHends, 
that my gcnaisal health is very good, and my 
character of mind such as will, I trust, enable 
me to sufRer with patience, nay, even with joy- 
fulness, the sharpest punishment furious per- 
secutors may inflict, "lis true, as said to me 
by a friend, within a prison's gloomy walls, 
hope seldom enters, but, he added, it must have 
an end. The solitary »y^t/nn is terrible to those 
who cannot think,- or would fly from their own 
tlioughts ; to such, the enjiui and listlessness 
inseparable from their situation is more dreaded 
than any other species of punishment j it prays 
upon their spirits, and, as melancholy experi- 
ence teaches, oft-times drives to madness. I 
hope to show my persecutors that they can 
neither break my spirit nor drive me mad ; 
and that what has been ill-naturedly said of 
woman's heart, is true of my constitution — it 
is tender but tough ; they may bend, but will 
find it difiicult to brtak,* it. I know not yet 
who will be my judge, and cannot ev(>n guess 
what will heXheextvni rf (my of my punishment. 
I know not whether I shall be tried by a Bristol, 
or a London, jury ; whether my trial will be 
fair or foul, the verdict that of honest men or 
mere legal butchers — these things must be de- 
termined by you, and the friends of mental 
liberty of every shade of opinion; or, as quaintly 
said by my valued friend, G. Jacob Holyoake, 
'' by all persons desirous of securing free ex- 
pression of opinion to Turk, Jew, Atheist, or 
Christian — and who do not care which." 

One triumph my bitterest enemies cannot 
rob me of, I am free once more, unshackled in 
body and mind, prepared to wage a fiercer war 
than ever against bigotry under all its forms, 
whether it assume "that of liberality, hypocrisy, 
or audacious and open cruelty. The Oracle 
T'ill again speak, shake orthodoxy's rotten 
hones, and make priests tremble. This, I say, 
is one of my triumphs, and even though I never 
liave aiiother it will amply repay me for all I 
have or may endure. Yes, through the columns 
of this paper I can now do what, in my gloomy 
cell, most occupied my thoughts ; and the hope 
of efl'ecting which, made an otherwise value- 
less life sweet and denrable: vindicate my 
chsracUr from the foul espersions, the open 
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and concealed attacks of bigot foes and 
0U6 friends. The busy malice, the gni 
vindictiveness of the latter, would pro 
smile, were not such horrible depravity 
to the cause of freedom. No sooner wa 
into prison than these apostles of truth 
to glorify ; they struck, because they t 
me down ; what I knew to be succesi 
mistook for defeat ; that which was mj 
was rated as humiliation. 

When this paper was started, I expe 
be cut and mangled by men of all parti 
all sorts of opinion ; setting myself up asf 
it would be folly to complain of being i 
I object not to criticism, for whether ho 
dishonest, malicious or friendly, ignoi 
enlightened, it is to me always pleasant, 
profitable. 

How oft^ do we find in papers prof 
devoted to the advocacy of extreme, tb« 
only trve, philosophical principles, tl 
very first number is made the vehicle o: 
rious tirade, or the most base and co 
insinuations, not against tlie enemies of 
liberty, not against the violator of publ 
ciple, the public tyrant, or canting hyp 
but against some individual, probably t 
tor of another paper, who, as in my case,h 
mitted no otlier crime than that of being 
the field of great and truly independenl 
warfare, and thereby likely to carry a¥ 
profits and honours which may attach 
bold enunciation of proscribed truths, 
themselves, popping their small shot f^ 
hind a masked battery, not daring t 
their heads ; without tlie honesty and • 
to publish their names ; but skulking 
that of some bold printer, they prat< 
declaring themselves this, that, and the 
glorying in openly and unreservedly pr 
ingthemiselvesatheists; tliey find fault wi 
measure half-witted people who, like 
"will vnrite articles upon the question ' 
a Gtod V in which they pretend to der 
notion of his existence, but in such a 
to leave their readers in doubt as to ; 
they have not some God of their own 
the curtain," and so on to the end of 4 
ter, before you reach which you willjl 
set down as a short-sighted eowardy.% 
in bravado, me^ly for the want of soi 
better, one who mistakes blustering for I 
and decision ; which, together with ve 
obscurity of meaning, desire to appear I 
and being grossly abusive, are set dow; 
category of my vices. All this gentle rea< 
much more, was written of me by a frien 
though I know him, he did not think 
him ; dipping his pen in gall, he thoi 
writing ^^r(wa, and dealing only in inx 
he coiud escape detection. 

I wiH not stoop to practice that whid 
demn, nor deal in insinuation ^vhen thi 
should be open; make large professions 
rage, yet skulk from the post of dangei 
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Ing tmth, I know nothing of indivi- 
ndshipft or mere party societies. Tlie 
f Setuan was intended ** to maintain 
b to publish any and every kind of 
ive opinion/' — '^ to deal out Atheism 
as ever Christianity was dealt out to 
pie," — and to aid the best minds 
the liberal party in casting ^' off the 
g kind of monility that frames itself to 
casion, including all the abominations 
ry, without its character, grandeur, or 
icy," nor will I allow any prctend- 
m^hroom growth, tlic honour, if 
any, of being the iin<t honestly , without 
reservation of any kind, to proclaim 
.perfect Atheist, and teach the whole 
without mystery, mixtu|e of error, or 
nan." 

boTe remarks refer to a weekly paper, 
he Atheist and Repuhlicariy tlie first 
of which appeared witliout date ; but 
body knows, and the paper itself carries 
evidence of, after some three or four 
I of the Oracle of Measan were pub- 
Hien it was announced tlirough the press, 
Eiper proclaiming the truth, consistency, 
•il grandeur of Atheism, with the sn- 
r of republicanism over every, or any 
nn of goveniment was about to appear, 
watly delighted, for my vanity led me 
ier it one of the first fruits of my la- 
for who could doubt that the Oracle qf 
opened, paved, and showed the way for 
Mtt and Repuhlimnl Tlie child 
I firoward one, but I will not cast it off 
m it, nevertheless ; and though it is a 
e with me that in general more is done 
than fear, in this case a little sound 
ment will not be amiss, and this I hope 
rister without "bluster," " mere abuse," 
nbastic bravado." Certainly all will ac- 
Ige that I have good reason to be upon my 
q's, when the great xmknovm of tlie 
has been kind enough to inform us 
I gentleman of distinguished talents 
I gentle reader !) has been engaged as 
md more than thirty able toriters in 
md literature," — surely this is enough to 
eout of one's wits ; and no one in his wits 
rillingly provoke this terrible thirty- 
g;iant, not to speak of the editor, who 
I Bort of shield-bearer or page to a more 
tetaff ; who tells us that the thirty yiiW 
listing prejudices in the boldest manner, 
itanding they " run great risk from 
persecution." I strongly suspect, 
', that this monstrous moral giant, like 
!iDii0, has but one eye, at least only one 
; can be depended upon, so that, if un- 
that one should be put out or seriously 
i, the boasted strength of the monster 
wnxne than weakness, and only fatal to 

i firvt ninnber the writer finds fault that 
one has had the courage to come fSurly 



and openly before the public and aay ' I AK 

AN ATHBICIT, and I GLORY IN MY PRINCI- 

PLKM ! * " — now beginning with what is vulgarly 
callefl a lie, is a batl beginning for those who 
affect to teach tliat truth alone can make men 
wise and happy. In a case of this kind, there 
is Jiotliing like appealing to facts — one fact to 
the purpose being here just as good as a thou- 
sand. Now if tub reader will look at the article 
" Is tliere a God ? " in the first number of this 
paper, printed and published, be it remembered, 
four clear weeks before the Atheist was in 
existence, tliey will find the following : — 

Not ounelres believinjr in any detifniing principle, 
mind, intelliffenee, cauiie, or what you will, diftinct 
firom the material worid ; b<>lieving,. on the c<mtrmry» 
that something miiKt hare been fhnn all eternity, 
therefore uncaused, and that uncaused something the 
unirerse— we are psaracl^ Athbxbts. 

In the tliird papeiMl^mi tl^ safee subject,when 
speaking of tlie immorality of tlie belief in the 
existence of any kind of god, I observed, 

Upon the belief of a god hangs nlne-tenths of the 
vice, fklsehood, ancwni'sery, and all the religious buf- 
fo<menr which are tne disgrace of civilised societies. 
An AtMs of error, it bears upon.^ broad shoulders a 
worid of immoral^lles. 

In the fifth paper I was, if i>ossible, yet more 
explicit, and lest it should be supposed that it 
was in consequence of what has api)eared in the 
Atheist y I need only say that it was written 
long before I had any notion that such an at- 
tack was to be made, the substance of iriiat 
appean^d having been made known to me by 
a never to be foigotte^ friend, throngb the ban 
of my prison. The passage to whidh I alhide 
runs thus— 

The Atheism of tbes» papen is sot xvbiwatitb but 
DiKscrr ; not sham bat sbal ; and, good or bad. 
about the opinions we have ventured to broach there 
in no mistake ; thbrb cak bb kg xistakb ; THERE 
SHALL BE NO MISTAKE! 

We DBirr the rationality of all belief in a god or 
gods ; in wliich denial is included the affibkatiov^ 
that there is good and sufficient reason to Disbelieve 
in any such existence. 

By the word god we understM^ a psasoirAUTr 
(let Bupernaturalists call it whaT^they will) distinct 
ttom, and independent of, matter. 

It may be said, that though I declared my- 
self an Atheist, yet I did not " glory " in being 
one ; I would just hint, that to " glory" in any 
kind of belief, is the i>art of a fool, not a phi- 
losopherv. There is nothing glorious in any 
kind of belief whatever, and if any of the thirty ^ 
and-one had taken the trouble to read my '* In- 
troduction " they would have seen it declared 
that " If men have not y(>t known they should 
now be taught, that it is neither creditable nor 
discreditable, honourable nor dishonourable, to 
be an Atheist, a Christian, or a Mussulman." 
Surely it would have been better, more honest, 
and far moretoctaZ of my calumniators, to have 
attacked the philosophy of the thing, instead of 
running a tilt at me for not doing that which 
can only be done by half-bred infidels and tho- 
rough bred fanatics. 

Having convicted the Atheist and UepuhH- 
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cnn of IwrefAcerl fulseliu^, to take any more i 
pains al)niit itn moral c)turacter would be but 
slaying the slain, yet I mni^t upbraid tliein with I 
their want uf filial afTection. King Lear says j 
of the inpratitu^le of his daujrhtcrs, that it waH ; 
as though the month sliould tear the hand for 
lifting food to it ; and so I may say of the OJie, . 
or thirty-one who have honoured me and diH- ^ 
graced tlieirisolvTs by foul slander. They tell i 
us that they are tired of the old mode of pro- | 
ceeding, and desirous of seeing Atheism advo- I 
eated in a proper manner by an organ worthy | 
of it, mode.stly adding that it will 1)e their i 
** task to supply this desideratum ;" they are ' 
to " clear the stage of quacks, impostors, and I 
madmen" of all dej*criptions, never to use fine 
wonls, that they may " tijtpevLT learned;" they 
are to l)e " perspicuous in composition," and as 
to all " other faults, the fact tliat they liave 
jminted them out in their contemporaries, is the ! 
sufficient guarantee that tliey will avoid them 
themselves ;" then, by way of a wind-up, it is 
liinted tliat *' they have opened communication 
with intelligent correspondents in all parts 
of our own country', in America, and on the 
Continent;" adding, that "it will thus !x» 
seen that no pains or expense has been spared 
to ensure originality, variety, and care- 
PUL surKRvisioN." Alas, poor Orflcfe/ thy 
Priest must hide his diminished head. Now | 
tlie sun of atheism lias risen all tnere stars will I 
beemhe invisible. Thirty and one literary I 
66oks ! pray lieeven they spoil not the broth, i 
j£f Ibat tills huge nSodihtain, after so much la- ! 
boiE^, bring not forth a mouse ! ! 

Upon the present occasion, I have confined 
myjwlf exclusively to tlie lies, conceit, and 
puffery of this paper; and if I live, out of 
prison or e^'en in prison, should I be allowed 
my pen, I will expose the ignorance of these 
writers, and prove by " reason and sound ar- 
gument " that their first paper, not to speak 
of the rest, aboimds in blunders and errors in 
philosophy, of tbe^most serious kind. Having 
been the first openly to teach atheism, it will 
be my duty to expose those who, not having 
sufficient knowledge on tlie subject, bring it 
into discredit by their swaggering impertinence 
and ridiculous assertions. I will show, that, in 
the so-called refutation of the d posteriori ar- 
gument in proof of the existence of a god, 
the writer has really deserted tlie atheistical 
position, and tliat he is properly what is called 
in anotlier part of the paper, by the same 
writer, if I mistake not, a Causationist, not 
an Atheist; and if not a Universal chance-mon- 
ger, something equally silly — a Universal cause- 
monger. So far at present the Atheist and 
JRepuhlican, 

There arc other writers whose open and ho- 
nourable strictures upon my proc^dings, though 
severe, are worthy of the most respectful at- 
tention. By many such, the style of my articles 
has been olyected to, as 1)eing " diffuse, wordy, 
loose, and the matter wanting method and 
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sequence, illogical," to whidi I demurnot; 
one is more sensible tlian myself that my st 
is wonly, diffuse, &c. I am no logician, 
fear I never shall be, for the cliaracter of ittf^ 
mind is precisely that of my writings — iMBtj,! 
irregular, bold, and enthusiastic ; I write is li 
speak, and speak exactly as I think, so that mfi 
writings and speeches have always one 
merit, they are the fac-similies of my miii&l 
My style is to have no style ; and, as the wrilBi 
in the Odd Fellow slirewdly hinted, being " 
more apt with my tongue than with my pes,' 
tliere is in all I have written the vice of ontor*' 
ship, not close and connected, but rambling 
and discursive ; less likely to please logidmi 
than honest men. The pen is not my farttj I 
am more happy with the tongue ; writing dogi 
my impatient thoughts, which, whatever mij 
be their value, are always in a hurry to displij 
themselves, generally nishing pell-mell, helter- 
skelter, witliout regard to order, precision^ and 
the decencies of logic. Therefore it is tiiat I- 
have always loved speaking better than writliigy:| 
as b(;ing less troublebome, and more in hannoiiy 
with my temper and feelings. I never 
half-a-dozen lectures in my life, though I have] 
delivered some hundreds, upon a great vai 
of subjects : the most successful, and decidedly 
the best, of which cost least in preparation. l^fJ 
be a close rcasoncr I never pretended, BtHI ]ai(| 
to the character of a first-rate logician. I dt^ 
not despise those who have this happy taknj 
no one can more admire them, but I 
only, and do not aim at rivalry, or hope to- 
reach the same degree of excellence; at the 
same time candour, and not vanity, prompti- 
me to say that there are in my writings imd' 
speeches excellences of another kind, which 
tlie close reasoner and adept in logic may strive 
in vain to imitate. I'here are as many kinds of 
mind as of human faces, and therefore in jadg^ 
ing of mind we should, in justice, judge of it 
after its kind. All men cannot fill the same 
departments, whether of science, of art, or of 
literature — it is enough that we fill our own 
department tcell. My department in the work 
of reform, and my com|f^tency to fill it, is not 
fairly estimated at present, ai^ how should it 
be, when those who criticise neither know the 
materials with which I have to deal, nor the 
great objects I have in view. I am also charged 
with the use of a VliEii;^ admixture of scurrility 
and abuse." There is nothing more easy than 
to make such a charge, but it is sometimes ex- 
ceedingly difficult to determine what is, and is 
iiot,^ scurrility and abuse. Scurrility and 
abuse forsooth ! why tiij^ais hardly a modem 
writer, of any note,^%iW) has not been 
charged by his enemies with being scanilooft 
and abusive; it is the common cuckoo-cry of 
all who are well lashed. Expose bigotry in 
homely phrase, tell the truth in good rough 
English, you are at once denounced as a low 
and vulgar-minded fellow. Paine is now ac- 
knowledged as the best among political writers. 
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I anything but choice in his phrase- truth, for the first time, without siiocklii^ htt- 
Q^entlemaulike in his diction. " Pub- I man prejudices i To shoclc unnecessarily is 
now our most popular, if not our best, I cruel ; but tlic science of justice alone can teticli 
rriter ; yet I never heard that iie was ; whether I have unneeesaarUy siiocked. There 
le for softness and delicacy of expres- I are feelings we ought to lacerate — prejmlices It 
by, who has not heard a thousand is criminal not to expose. Why does a surgeon 
1 Paiue and Publicola denounced as amputate a mortiflctl limb but to preserve the 
lied, scurrilous, and abusive scamps ? rest ? Amputation is a luul thing but some- 
x^cA newspaper is the very pillar of j times necessary, nevertheless. Surely mind 
ind greatest terror of eviI-tIocr5, un- ; nniuires analagous treatment ; its errors are its 
bly tiie most extensively useful that ; rotten and mortified parb», in poetic plirase, 
published ; but whoever thought of j tlie gaiigreens of the soul, which should be cut 
:to the Despatch for choice flowers of ^ oif or out tlmt the souiider parts may be pre- 
r namby-pamby phrase ? I could served. Who could be so bliiidod by his charity 

as not to see tliat there arc pi^judices it it 
criminal not to expose, just the sort of crimi- 
nality of a man — who, seeing the assassin's arm 
uplifted to destroy those he slionld protect and 
cherish, would hesitate to run him through the 
body, because, poor fellow, he couldn't help 
being what he was, and his nerves might be 
unpleasantly shocked. 

But I should not do justice to my feelings, 
did I not express my gratitude for the acute 
and manly strictures of such writers as the 
anguagc cannot serve any hut a bad ' Odd Fellow, I think them wliat they think me 
I deny most emplMitieally that a i — honest, but mistaken. I would rather have 
sentence, or even word, has been I this censure in such a spirit, than the most 
iu the Oracle. There is nothing foul ' extravagant praises from the lips of folly. The 
vhich is inimical to morals and hu- ' would-be critics, who are the miclean birds of 
om. I do not d(^ny that '^ the oifen- the press, and in every sense, have hardly a 
isting forward one's opinions — singu- | feather to fly with, I heartily despise ; in my 
; — without eharituble regard to tlu> . warfare with such I will neither ^ve nor take 
jrejudiees they nniy be, of others," quarter. 

ifiable : that is, J agree that it is Such is my defence of the Oracle, its leading 
uot justiflable; as, for example, I ' principles, and the style in wliich it has been 
link that a certain noted r(>verend ' written. It is a mere outline, that I may fill 
I was jiistiflefl upon the score of utility | up hereafter. A defence of its principles may 
> can be nootlier justiflcatiou for any I be considered superfluous, seeing that none 
L dcdivering a mock sennon on the ; have yet ventured to attack them, all opposi- 
sufferings of Jesus Christ, he scdrl, '• tion being confined to the manner, and not tlie 
most pathetically ludicrous, " there, j matter, of tlie thing. 

Hands, there was the blessed saviour Having, for the present, disposcil of tliese 
m* the cross like a dead rat upon a ' subjects, I must, before I conclude, say a few 
;" and I am still of the opinion that ; words more particularly to yourselves, to whom 
useless, and therefore unjuxtifiuhle, i this letter is addressed. I have been accused 
ith human feelings. But let us l>e ; of a desire to break up your party, and from 
It criticism degenerate into cant ; let i its wreck form one of my own ; but for this, as 
!-l^t we strain charity for human pre- j well as other calumnies, I was fully prepared. 



nteuces and paragraphs by the score 
jolamns of that pai)er that my censors 
Nice acknowledge throw my abuse, 
to tlie shade. And just so with ban- 
Ucule, which even tlie clergy, who 
ice men and so easily shocked, have 
ifhtest objection to, when used against 
tribe of infidels ; but if used by Deists 
its against Christians, it is trumpeted 
•metliiiig pro&ne and shockingly im- 
kuow fully as well as my censors. 



) fiir ; let us be watchful that we make 
eskuess of others an apology for our 
and that we hold not buck those 



ich oi^ht to be told, from fear of bting: 



'n«ec2/<rjMr/{/thrustingfor\vanlouropiiii-' of opinion that your party, with all its faults. 



ath (says Milton) can no mure be soiled 
k touch tlian a sunbeam ; though tins 
lit on her nativity, that she has never 
bom into the world, except to the 
of those who ))rouglit her forth." 
ly with this cant about liberality, if it 
■fere with our highest and most sacred 



I most emphatically deny that I ecer had any 
desire to break up your party ; for though your 
present practices by no means square witli 
my notions of the just and useful, I am clearly 



is the most advanced, the most liberal, and de- 
cidedly tlie most useful now in existence — but 
then I wish it to be known as what it really Ipi ^ 
and not to hang outlalse colours. Your leaders 
would fain have you thought progressors and 
free ifiquireri, whilst you are 7io such thbuj^ 
butamereJOiiiT-8TOCKA3e>ociATiox,banded 



ich manifestly is to " be cruel only to ■ tt^cther for the laudable purpose of bettering 



and to pronounce truth, even though 
in to morbid human fciling. Who, 
rld's history, ever pronounced a great 



your physical and moral condition. This, I 
say, is a laudable, a most admirable o]»ject ; 
but, in the name of coiisistency a;id honour^ be 
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oontent to stand before the world in nakefl j qiipstlon la IiicIiitltMl in tliat writer** at 
truthfulness as what you really are, and pretend ■ December 19, which is so complete a rel 
not to a character tliat does not belong to you. I of vuUrar fallacies upon this subject, 
If ever I had au interest in flatteriugc you, it is ' woulil wiUiuirly, did space permit, tra 
at'this moment — ^but I disdain to do it, and ; the whole. The following: pa.ssa^e teac 
would rather rot in gaol tlian obtain your sup- j that is just in principle and just intact 
yort.by the crooked ways of falnehood. I hear j rej?ardn opinion : — " I know nothinjf of 
that your party has nobly exerted itself in my > or his book, nor do I care a fraction aboi 
behalf — not directly, but iiylirectly — not at a , tliut book may, or may not, contain 
party, but as a botly of enluflitened reformers. '• hold it an ei^sential. principle of liberty, 
This shows that you are sound at the core ; it i has al much right to publish his opin 
shows that yow feel then; is a great principle ! any prelate, orthodox divine, or diss<Mil 
at stake, when you thus sacriAce individual dit- J there be error or indecency in Ids works 
fcreuces upon the altar of public liberty. 1 1 I do not assert, the antidote is not to \h 



thank you for myself ; I thank you yet more 
lor the sake of tlie noble cause by which I am 
prepared to stand or fall ; for be assured of 
this — come what may, I shall n>main true to 
tlie great principles of civil and religious liberty. 
You have seen tlie proclaimers of gn^cat truths 
dragged into prisons and courts of law, like 
sheep to the slaughter; you liave seen men 
munlcred, under colour and pretext of law, 
legal butclieries and j udlcial assasslnationt— ^es, 
such atrocities you have seen or b ejgjj. 4fev Jn 
tlds land of boasted ttherty suliMu^Iiave 
streamed with bloo<l, multitwles been mowed- 
down en nuuie, and dungeons crowdad with 
yictims, tliat tlie Great Whore — ^tlie worse 
than Babylonish liarlot — miglit be maintaine<l 
in all her shameful glory. Yon will, if opinion 
be not aronsed and shaken from its death-like 
«leep, see in me one more victim of her brutal 
lusts and fierce intolerance. It is for you and 
the People of England to determine whether I 
am to have the mockery, or the reality, of a 
trial — the mere forms, or the spirit of justice. 
There must be money and there must be agita- 
tion — these are the ingnnlients to be thrown 
Into the great cauldron of opinion, before it is 
possible the charm of mental freedom can be 
•extracted therefrom. Money finds all ways open, 
aye, even courts of law ; let us see if enough 
cannot be gathered to open that of tlie Queen's 
Bench. It is only by a »ion<>c{ agitation public 
liberty can be protected. 

Let the public romember tliat the real ques- 
tion is not whether my opinions are correct or 
incorrect ; or my manner of expressing them 
vulgar or refined ; l)ut this, kmX tliis only, is 
the question — Shall men suffer persectUianfor 
holding any set or kind o/opinhnSyOr for any 
iwtnner of expressing them i Once ailmit the 
moral right of any man or set of men to punish 
others, either for the matter or manner of their 
^opinions, and ycAi at once uncliain a legion of 
'^"^piuinies, and open wide the door to every spe- 
,clea of cruelty. ^* Liberty of the mind" is all 
or nothing, to confine, is to crush, it ; and like 
tliat noble writer '' Publicola/' '' my principles 
apply with equal force to any and iX\ books, 
whether tlie name 1>c Bible, Testament, Tal- 
mud, Koran, Milton'.M Paradise J.O!»t,or iShelley's 
Queen SMb. The principle is general y and all 
cases the tame.** Indeed, all the wisdom of tlie 

4^ 



in a pMMcution, for the reme<1y is immi 

Uy worse than the disease. Where thei 

•otid remeily to be found, for this real or 

evil ? Kilucatc the people, not in ])rejui 

any sort, but in principles, with a th 

latitude of inquiry, of expression, and p 

tion. At present the phrase, National '. 

tion, is little else tlian a fraudulent de 

continue the old system of supporting 

dices." Aye, truly is it, and well tlie 

know the fact ; neither really instructing 

selves, nor, if they can help it, allowing ol 

'do it. Tliey care very little about erro 

indecencies — 'tis simple naked truth t 

them ; and it is precisely because tliey a 

ning enough to know that real eduoalioi] 

release mankind from tiie grasp of all tyr 

tliat tliey will not give it to the people. 

that there is a single indeeent exjiressioi 

single philosophical error to be found 

Oracle. From its first to its last page 1 

not a single paragraph tliat I would not 

upon any rostrum, or even in any c< 

law ; but let it be remembered, tliat even ' 

it could be proved to contain the most c 

ble, indecent, and stupid trash that ev 

penned, yet to persecute its author woul 

outrage the liberty of the mind, and sb< 

common sense. As " Pnhlicola " wisely 

^' the rcmedy is not to be found in proscc 

but in the general difi^ision of education 

This iiumbcT, the reader will please to cc 

as supplementary ; and in future the Pi 

the Oracle will 8{)eak as usual, and p 

with the consideration of those subjects 1 

proposed to treat, before honoured by a 

frofli tlie authorities. Should it happe 

niy mouth is stopped, the paper will be 

and conducted by friends, whose princip 

miy prineiples, and upon whose intcgrit 

talent I have tlie fullest reliance. So that 

ther I am in or out of pris>on, the Orac 

still lM)ldIy pnmounee nature's decrees, ii 

of human decr(H?s, and proclaim philo 

without asking the license of folly. 

Your well wisher, 

CHARLES SOUTHS 
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convulsed with ra^o if the plain, Rimple fact be 
pointed out to them. Oh, no! they would fain be 

I thon<:;ht men of principle, at the very moment 

SOCIALISTS of JFiVaZiUVD. I they violate it; like prreody children, they would 

' sw^allow, and yet desire to have, the lolly-pop. 

I Such individuals arc not rare-shows, but may 

« Honesty IS the hHi Policy.'* be seen in every street and be picked up by the 

score in every party. Any one who should cro 

a-fishinjr for such in the pn^at sen of public life. 

noTV proceed to call your attention to j must prct «*tronGr nets, for without supernatural 

laintain 7raf, and is not now, the prin- ' assi^itanee I will promise them a ** miijiculout 

jht by Robert Owen. ! drauprht." 

tociated bodies are expected to have \ It is the principle of the honest Catholic, 
nciple, by which I mean some philoso- that the church of Rome is the tnie a])ostolic 
dosion, as to what is right, what is ; church, and only authority in matters of fnith. 
what ought to be done, and what lie holds that the bible contains the word of 
>t to be done. Some principles affect his pod, but not all the word, tlie rest liein^jr 
ibers of societies in their aggregate or \ handed down in those traditions of wliich his 
;e capacity, and should be common to I church is the repository. It is with him a 
oembers ; whilst others, which only re- ; principle that the bible, as interpreted by his 
individual thought and action, are of chu«lch, is true, but that mucli knowledge, 
fttlvely trivial importance. No matter : merely traditional, and therefore not contained 
it purpose men are banded together, in the bible, is also to be received as true upon 
le common object they must have, and the same authority. Hie genuine Catiiolic also 
le common conclusion or principle, else believes that Peter was the rock upon which 
I of union can possibly sul>sist. ; Christ built his church, the holder of the keys 

dples are cither good or bad, accord- of heaven and hell ; and that the Popes, his 
tiieir application ; which is here ex- legitimate successors, are dc facto heirs to his 
stated, because I have met with some ! authority, his god's vicegerents upon earth, the 
▼e thought principle in itself good or | appointed and infallible agents of his will. 
lereas all principles are abstractions — Such are some of the loading principles of 
ions of the mind, to be tested by their I Catholicism ; they are clear, distinct, and well- 
don^ and their value detennined by the ; defined ; acknowledged by the great body of 
t they induce ; in short, the effects of the faithful, and from which many honest Ca- 
ihey are the parents. We speak of true ■ tholics would rather die than swerve. 
les and of false principles ; those which ; Tliesc principles, if detestable are not deceit- 
lefldal, and those which are pernicious ; i ful ; they have all the merit of clearness — a 
eh are meant conchisUms drawn from I child may understand them, and children may 
and the infinitude of human relations, j act upon them. I'he Catholic and the old 
rty or associated body is said to be con- | Social principle are the antipodes of each other 
with its principles when the conduct of | — the opposites, if not antagonists — the north 
obcTS, in their corporate capacity, is inj and south poles of the mental world — and the 
ly with their published conclusions; tnMjglory of a Socialist would be the shame of a 
consistency not being necessarily ident-jCatholic. The one proclaims the euflicienoy of 
db that of truthfulness or justness of ac- reason and the absurdities of faith, the other 
I a party may be equally consistent in ; proclaims the sufficiency of faith and the de- 
I in truth — the consistent advocacy of a ! ceitfulness of reason. The Social principle 'was 



te proving nothing for the principle it- 
there is much more consistent action 
ifaefthan upon true, principles ; indeed, 
^Jb more rare than to see men act con- 
^apon the principles which they not only 
oedge to be true, but declare should be 
ijton ; yet such iuc<Mi8i«tent people are 



PROGRESSIVE ; and the cry of its advocated — j^- 
FORWARD ! Catholic principle is inimical to .\ :i 
progression ; it fears, it hates it ; and*^^- . tj^e 
Popes, from Peter downward, with the faitlmit 
at their heels, have stood upon the ancient ways, 
far better loving a backward than a forward 
motion. Socialism w^ based upon philosophy , 



the noblest and fttirett child of science ; but 
Catholicism scouts philosophy, as ira pious, 
profane, and only fit for the Devil and his 
angels. In short, the principle of Socialism was 
the great principle of progression ; its funda- 
mental axiom, that truth alone can regenerate 
the world, and that full and free inquiry is the 
only means by which that truth is to be ob- 
tained. It was to be a free, not a mock, inquiry ; 
not a partial, but entire pursuit, of truth ; which 
when obtained was to be preached and taught 
by all its advocates, even with their lives in 
their hands — without a shadow of mystery, a 
single particle of error, or fear of mortal man. 
Catholics hope to keep the human mind pure 
by keeping knowledge out ; Socialists hope to 
purify by pouring it in. The morality of the 
latter was intellectual, and the early advocates 
expected all that is really noble and grand in 
human action to flow from the spread of in- 
telligence, and the general cultivation of our 
higher faculties, far more in harmony, than 
heretofore, with the analogies of things ; while 
the triumi)h of the Catholic priest is to reign 
In the heart by the stultification of the head, 
and make man obedient by destroying the desire 
for freedom. No genuine priest ever dreamt of 
other means by which the human race could 
be kept in order, than by perpetuating brute 
Ignorance. Reform with them always meant 
innovation. Tiie Catholic priest saw, in con- 
tented ignorance, the triumph of his system. 
The Social teacher, and not priest, saw his 
triumph in the active intelligence of his hearers. 
There is j ust the difference of darkness and light, 
truth and falsehood — between what Socialism 
was and Catholicism <»ver must be. 

Supernaturalism is the science of all the fol- 
lies — anti-supematuralism is its devil or ac- 
cuser : the science of all the philosophies. These 
two principles never can amalgamate. They 
are not so much like oil and water, as fire and 
water ; for, like these, when they kiss they mu- 
tually consume. The science of Socialism 
meant the knowledge and the right application 
of the powers of nature — now, it would puzzle 
a wizard to know what it means, or whether 
it mean anything. As a philosophic system, it 
never had, never could have, anyth^g to do 
with supernaturalism. Things (if th^re be any) 
above nature, are of course above human ca- 
pacity ) but there is no science excepting that 
which can be grasped by the intellect of mah. 
Socialism, when it meant philosophy, was clea 
of all religions, for all religions are based o 
faith, or they have no basis ; but who does not 
know that where faith begins knowledge ends ? 
Religion is a blight upon the fair harvest of 
reason — man's deadliest curse and, if anything 
can be, his disgrace. 

Tlie V Gennan Jew " has said " that religion 
is religion because it is not science," in which 
sentiment I heartily concur, and time was when 
all Socialists knew this — ^it was stamped on 
every latter of their pbilofitophic alphabet; 
/ AS 



a* X 4j 
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but of course that was before you wer 
Bational Religionists^, or made to 
that there could be any rationality 
which must be either above, or in op] 
to, all reason. There was not a single 
about rational religions, when Socialist 
themselves by the very long, but fa 
rational, name of " The Association of al 
of all nations." JTien religion was sco 
insanity ; and great pains were taken 
men's thoughts from the wild fictio 
senseless rants of religion, to the sober i 
lightful realities of cultivated reason. 1 
cialists were philosophers or nothing 
herein may be seen the great and striki 
ference between the principle of Catl 
and the then principle of Socialism ; 
tholicism forms no alliance with phllosc 
has always contemned and abused it. ( 
men, whether Catholic or Protestant, a 
in this particular, that philosophy sh( 
the handmaid, *.«., servile-slave, of r 
Whereas you, or at all events the Socii 
former times, made the fiction wait uj 
fact — calling philosophy the first and t 
the beginning, the middle, and the ei 
all necessary for the happiness of m; 
short they acknowledged no other gui 
pure reason, which the Catholic cons 
rejects with horror, as worse than vanit 
I not right, then, in saying that the prin 
Socialism, as I Iiave stated it, and that i 
and acted upon by the Catholics, are 
the poles asunder ? Surely your parties 
be equally wide in their practice ! 

Nor is this hatred of philosophy com 
Catholics; I mean, philosophy that v 
stop when churchmen bid it. No, the 
of all religions are the same — esscntiall; 
cally the same ; they seem instinctively 
derstand that they must put down phih 
or philosophy will put them down. T 
right, and I admire them ; for they ai 
more knowing in this particular, at all 
than those who condemn it as a shallow c 

When the Rev. Francis Close addre 
few weeks since, the Church of England ' 
men and Working Men's Association oJ 
tenham, he had the honesty to say, " T 
more a man is advanced in human kno 
the more is he opposed to religion, a 
more deadly enemy he is to the truth o: 
This I call an honest declaration ; and, 

nscience, I believe every syllable of 
eve ! nay, I know it to be true, and 
better than believing. It is certain i 
more a man is advanced in human kno 
the more is he opposed to religiqii ; an 
equally certain that the truth of^^^ienc 
deed a deadly enemy " to the truia (-;?) o 
The Rev. Francis Close deservesat kas 
tue of brass for so wise a saying. If 
said fiction, instead of '* the truth of 4. 
would have been perfect. 

Religion seems to me the madoessof 
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lellriiiin of metaphysics ; its teacbeFB 
very kind of mental phenomena, 
of the sharp March-hare to the re- 



I should be ashamed to be prasnmptuoas, b«t 
in all that relates to thought I call no man 
I matter, and should as little expect to see as to 
stupid owl. Mr. Close is evidently ■ think by proxy. I would not willingly belong 
. man, and therefore I admire him, for i to an inquiring body of which there id one head 
admire honest men of any party, of | which does the business of thinking for all the 
no religion. One of the March-hares ' members. Intellect, unlike heat and light, 
iirch, he speaks out boldly what his loses in intensity by 'concentration, {fining in 
ilsh or foxy clerical friends think it | an e<iual ratio by dii^ision. What Bacon said 
t to make known. He is just such a of money, applies with e(|ual force to mind : 
ry zealot in the trae Christian church, '^ Like manure, to be fruitful it should be well 
1 the &lse Social church. No wonder, j spread.*' It is in the intellectual vitality of all, 
that I sympathise with and admire not tlie wisdom of any one, that parties and 

nations will find their surest ple^lgv of safety. 
There are Socialists who, untaught by experi- 
ence, would set up a mental despotism as a 
cure for moral evils ; but there are blocklieadi 
in all parties, so of course you have them in 
yours. There are spme such who take high 
rank among you ; who do what they are told § 
are practical, but not thinking, men ; who 
never venture an opinion without first inquiring 
'* what does the master say." 
Your well wisher, 

CHARLES SOUTHWELL. 



fear that he will not re- 
ither sympathise with 



igfa I much 
!ompliment 

me. 

lares that pure religion is that alone 
es moral health, and should be the 
1 end-all of popular education, and 
. philosophy as the curse of states ; 
, like a true Socialist, as conscienti- 
are that pure philosophy is the only 
only cure for all moral wounds ; and 
liad I the power to work miracles, 
il religions from human society, as 
1 a legion of devils. 
ly curious, and worth the pains, to 
- Anther sayings of the same fiery 
, upon the occasion alluded to. '^ I 
id he, '' I tread on tender ground ; 
sorry to see a sort of coquetting on 
* the church with human knowledge 
ophy. It is a leprosy infecting true 
id pollutes the garb of the church ;" 

at the trimmers in the faith, thus 
is jnst the sort of speech I have so 
• : " I know I tread on tender ground, 
sorry to see a sort of coquetting on 
f Socialists with human creeds, re- 
d absurdities. It is a leprosy in- 
te philosophy, and pollutes the garb 
ialists." It is most likely that my- 
e Rev. Francis Close will be set down 



.. IS THERE A GOD ? 

VI. 

" We are gravely and repeatedly told that there It no 
effect without a cause— that the world did not make 
itself. But the Universe Is a cause ; It la not an 
effect : no, I rep^t it, the Unirono is not an effect, 
but the cause of all effects. * * . * 

* * * Return from your useless ex- 

cursions, enter afrain into a real world, kci>p to second 
causes, and leave to divines their first cause, of which 
nature has no need to produce all the effects you 
observe in the world." — CoacxoK Sbmse. 

Well-intention BD ignorance will oft pro- 
duce all tiie evils of the most malicious cunning | 
and the consequences of innocent errors are 
sometimes even more mischievous tliau those of 
the most guilty vices. It is the highest duty of 



those who watch over human opinions in the 
>as pair of iknatics, the Hotspur* of | tnie spirit of philosophy, both to teach a war- 
ive parties ; he being a fanatic lite- ' rantable and complete body of truth, as the 



ig over, who would 

U RBLiozoN from the pale-fac'd moon ; 
> the bottom of the deep, 
om-line could never touch the inround, 
p drown'd bblioiok by the locks, 

>tlier mad pranks for his doxy, that I 
e as willingly do for mine ; the only 
being, that my fanaticism is philoso- 
eligious. 

In my next, back my opinion by 
and show from the published writ- 
Meches of Mr. Owen that the princi- 
sialism was what I have stated it to 
11, if I mistake not, astonish nuiny of 
when shall have been set before them 
truths touching religion that were 
I since publicly taught by Mr.Owen. 
istom to show deference, but not ob- 
80, to authority ; give to authority 
. it is worth, and not one tittle moie. 



best corrective of all human ills, aud at thu 
same time ekpose (if need be) tlie spurious 
teachings of others ; who, wliether from error 
or inteutionj corrupt and mislead the mind. 

•With these views, I considered it to be my 
duty in the last number of the Oracle, to pub- 
lish in my own defence some severe but just 
strictures on the tone, swaggering conceit, and, 
4p(iore than all, the gratuitous, unblushing false- 
hood, displayed by the conductors of a paper* 
called the Atheist and Bepublican. And I 
shall now proceed, according to promise, not 
to murder but dissect, to critioise not slg^nder, 
what I conceive to be certain spurious Mj^ns 
that they have published as the genuhie tif^ 
sophy of Atheism. '^ijL 

This will be called mgratitude by wgfHno 
are not behind the curtain, seeing thar'tflkce 
their first insidious onslaught, not yet a tittle 
month— when it was insinuated that I 



MtUe better than a mere abuser, a boasting cow- 
ard, who shrunk from actual conflict — I have 
grown in favour, and now it is openly said that 
I am quite the gentleman, never resort to abuse 
or play naughty tricks, " except in fair retali- 
ation." Now I rejoice in this change, but can- 
not love the chaugeling : am delighted with 
the gift, but cannot admire' the giver. It is the 



spirit of persecution, not the spirit of friendship, clothes of superstition and take on tl 



of doubt. Men will bye and bye be < 
anxious to be known as members of thi 
Atheistical party, as the millions are no' 
thought Christians. Materialism is tht 
sophy ; and Atheism, or the denial of a \ 
first grand fruit. I have, as I stated 
last, the good fortune, the liick, to be o 
what can he more lucky than to cast oif 



that has thus exalted me. It is to the firm of 
Wood and Company I owe the plastering up 
of my bankrupt character. They persecuted 
me, and those who had abused were frightened 
into honesty. I repeat, the defence of myself 
and my cause, which appeared in the third 
number of the Atheist and Republican de- 
lighted me much, but did not deceive me ; 
nevertheless, with honest Sancho, I say, " God 
bless the giver," nor look the gift horse in the 
mouth. I should not have written six words 
upon the matter, but I might else have been 
classed among the ungratefuls, the most hate- 
ful of all who wear the human form. I agree 
with the Stoics, that the benefit extorted, is 
not properly a benefit ; at all events, we owe 
nothing to those from whom it is received. A 
friend stabs at, wounds, and plunders, me ; but 
presently, with a view to his own safety, 
changes tactics, fights for, and shields, me from 
the assaults of a common enemy. What gra- 
titude clo I owe to such a friend ? If he deserve 
any tiling, it would surely be a whip or the 
gallows. Besides, I cannot, consistently with 
my principles, permit private friendships to 
interfere with public duties. Any one who may 
read No. 2 of the Oracle y will find, under the 
head of '* Free Inquiry," the following : — " A 
free searcher after truth should be clear of par- 
tisanship, nay, even the delights that spring 
fVom love and friendship should be, if necessary, 
sacrificed upon the altar of principle and con- 
sistency." It is not my practice to act the po- 
litical weather-cock, allow my conduct to rise 
and fall with every wave of public opinion ; or, 
like the floating straw ,only be useful as showing 
in which way the wind blows. I say it is not 
my practice to shufile ofi^ principle and consis- 
tency, wearing, or deserting it like an old gar- 
ment, whatever may be the practices of others. 
Upon public grounds, therefore, and not to 
gratify personal spleen or private malice, I shall 
proceed to show the philosophical, or rather 
unphilosophical blunders contained in the pa- 



suit; what Mr. Owen calls, the wedding g 
of genuine philosophy. I will not give ci 
to the false notion, that a large portion 
the majority, of this and many other co 
are Atheists, for I know well they are i 
thing. If we say so, to borrow parsonic 
"we deceive ourselves, and there is no t 
us." It is not by deception, or any 
crooked practices, that men are to b 
morally grand, and that the great trutl 
Atheist can ever be demonstrated. 

Settmg out with such wild assertions 
trick of shallow teachers ; who, like 
animals, the fox for example, sometim( 
most cunning, when, in reality, they 
most short-sighted. 

The plain truth is— a truth which sh 

known — there are very few Atheists, 

many would fain be thought so. Pure j 

is, I repeat, the child or first-fruit oi 

rialism; a philosophy which rejects thee 

of scholastics and metaphysicians abot 

tion, causation, reproduction, or annil 

It destroys at once both " Universa 

mongering and Universal chance^mmu 

That there are so few real Atheists : 

to be lamented, but difact, nevertheless, i 

ledge of which should not daunt, but i 

to enei^etic action. In the rich field oi 

society, there is indeed much to do; a 

harvest to be reaped : but let us not 

either by putting in the sickle ere 'tis 

by using any other than the sharp sc 

unalloyed truth. The people have 

learned their philosophical alphabet ; t 

lime truths of Materialism have not ; 

taught to them. How then should *' 

portion, if not the majority" be of 

that " Atheism is the only system found 

truth ; and, therefore, the only one ca 

to make men wise and happy." It has ' 

much the practice of public men to 

making the people believe that they un< 

what they do not understand, which 



per alluded to, thereby protect the cause ofiduced incalculable mischief. The bubl 



genuine philosophy ; and teach a severe but 
useful lesson to the thirty-and-one great un- 
knowns ; who, if they have anything in them, 
it will be an excellent thing to bring it out ; 
for really, judging from their first moral de- 
monstration, it seems probable that, instead of 
the *^0wietyofall the talents" they will form a 
nucletu of all the absurdities, 

THat Atheism is growing in public favour is 
abundantly evident ; that it will be in time the 



liuhiooabte 
60 



philosophy , I have not a shadow 



burst sometime or other, and the day 
ouing is not to be avoided. Frogs shoul 
taught to play the ox , lest they swell to I 
It is high time for men of sense to set 
and tell a few homely truths ; not t 
but enlighten, the people ; not to pei 
but destroy deception. A dozen si 
would go far to destroy all old delusit 
establish human liberty upon an un 
basis. Such men, however, must be 
not mars talkers; prepared to pursue tl 
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ecommend to othen, however dangerout I yes, gentle reader, all these flpecimens are ex** 
t, or remote the reward ; and remember > tracted from the finit numlxT of the Atheist 
Plutarcli said of those who were victors in : and JRtpublican^ in wliich I wuh letrturdd for 
lympic g^nios, *' they were not crownefl ' descendintr to mere abuse. What a pity the 
they entered the lists — but after they had , thirfy^and'<me did not wtrk mbcr, that when 
le conrse." . living in glas^ liouses it is dangerous to throw 

leu the principles of Atheism shall be more ' stones. But to return. The philosophy of 
lar than they now are, they will not want \ Materialism, upon which the denial of a god is 
Sites ; and even now many are s tting up based, proves that no " great caudo," ot big 
ichers of Its principles whose ideas upon I somelKKly, either i)n)duced, or now maintains, 
abject are crude and ill digested. It will, . the univermal fabric. The idea of universal cau- 
fore, I repeat, be the highest duty of those I sation has l>een,anil is, the funilanieutal fallacy 
do not "^ink or write at random, and ; of all those who have written against Atheism, 
e bighest pleasure it is to watch over the | It is the fallacy of fallacies, which I shall have 
ests of truth, not merely to teach its les- ! no difficulty in proving to the full satisfaction 
, but, if need be, lay bare the sophistries, j of all who are guided by pure n>ason. 
expose the blunders of such ignorant pre- i In the fifth number of the Oracle, a heavy 



ers. 

•an Paul strongly recommends that men 
lid never write upon a subject without hav- 
first read themselves full of it ; nor read 
lout first having an appetite for it. It is 



blow was dealt at this fallacy, the fundamental 
of CansationisitH, who never wen*, and never 
will be, pure or impure Atheists. Why, it is 
the fundamental principle of Atheism, that all 
is of necessity unphoduced ; I say of neces- 



^ to be desired that modem writers upon sity uncreated or unproduced, or to thosc> who 
elsm vrould adopt the first part of the re- : like the ti'mi better, vncaused ; and necessity, 
imendation, when its principles would not we know, is the strongest of all things. What 
ilaced in jeopardy, or at least mtf7'e77re«er7^<^(;f, can l>e more unphilosophical than tu talk about 
they now are. But, alas ! many of these the whole being pro</i/cec/,orthe universe being 
ters feed little upon the Atheistical dainties maintained* when common s( nse teaclies that 
It are to be found in books ; but set about a producing power must always bo distinct 
chin^ Atheism without reflrcfin^ themselves, /rom the thing produced; and that which 
1 less thinking themselves, full of it. maintains^Bn existence indt pendent of the thing 

We find, for example, in the first number of maintained i The very terms produced and 
I Atheist and JReptUflican, such teaching as . maintains, always imply a producer and main- 
frfoUovnng: "These fellows (believers in god) tainer, as the word effect cannot be separated 
low no more about tlie great cause which pro- even in idea from cause — no man can understand 
ned aild maintains the universe than we do \ the meaninff of the word effect, and then sup- 
welves." Which sentence I shall presently ! pose an pflVct without a cause j for to talk 
isw is neither Atheism, Deism, nor any thing about effects without causes, if not a contra- 
le (to borrow a phrase from the writer) than \ diction, is an ahMirdlty in terms. Materialism 
^nSBcenal chance^mongery. I may here just , teaches that the universe is not an effect, but 
Merve, that the writer who found fault with an uncaused, and therefore eternal, (xistenee. 
ly language and manner, as grossly abusive And if it be objected that the idea of the eter- 
Id vulgar, has coined some new words, and > nity of matter is not satisfactory, I have only 
lopted a mode of expression peculiarly his '; to say, that it is not my fnult nor the fault of 
Wtk — snch words as god-mongers,chance-mon- ; philosophy ; and just ask, at the same time, 
^, and such sentences as, *' they went up to | what is gained by flying to the notion of a god, 
Vftven at least once a week, and sat hob-nob- ' existing somewhere, no one knows where ; 
Hmg with god ;" then we have, " fellows, im- i acting somehow, no one knows how — to ex- 
Kdes, meagrims (certainly a coinage), im- , plain the existence of matter, that, to our rea- 
Mitors, milk and water cowards, drunkards, | son, exists everywhere, and every one knows 
Unuchees, and fools, with others fit to keep I where; and acts somehow, and Aot/; every one 
km company," are thickly strewn over its ! knows, more or kss? The universe exists. 



Met. Paley is called '* the greatest drunkard 
bd debauchee of his time ;" Lord Bridgwater, 
nm old Deist and fool," and all those who 
■te endeavoured to prove the existence of a 
■d by arguments, a posteriori, are set down 
fa ''miserable poltroons," "an exhibition of 
nom will produce a universal burst of laugh- 
|r, a shout of derisive scorn." The Arabs are 
of as the greatest "thieves" in the 
except the Jews and Christians^ who 
probably think such language rather 
Ive. 8uch are a few flowers culled from 
MM patch of the nsw gardsn of rhetoric : 




that I know, if I know anything ; but who will 
believe that the most divine of theologians 
knows as well that a god exists? Mine is ab- 
solute knowledge — //fcfact. His, at best, mere 
hypothesis. But, who would think of weighing 
knowledge against belief? Who, but mad peo- 
ple, would give up the great fact of material- 
ism for the wild 'wm^ifSu^ti theologians? 
There is nothing in human knowledge quite 
satisfactory, and those wha4oo|C;«bout for p^r- 
fect satisfaction, will look themselves blind — 
and then not find it. But because we cannot 
get all knowledge, are we to receive all absur* 
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ditiesT Because a self-exiBtent Tinivene may 
be difficult to conceive, are we to be liTlng lies 
and say we believe in a god that never can be 
conceived ? Some one has said, that to expose 
the absurdity of those who flatter themselves 
that they believe in a god, you have only to ask 
them what a god is ? and this is true, for they 
cannot reply to it, either to their own or any- 
body else's satisfaction, and are driven for 
refuge to cant and hypocrisy. Ask proof that 
a god exists, and who will furnish it ? None, I 
promise you, and the wisest in this world al- 
ways play the fool when they attempt to preach 
gods. I know we have had the science of gods 
as well as other sciences ; but it has been from 
Infidelity out-at-elbows, or philosophy mad- 
dened by disappointment. But, to my thinking, 
all that has ever been written about gods, if to 
be called science, is the science of humbug — 
the oldest, newest, and unquestionably the most 
profitable, of all the sciences. No ! no ! these 
men of science can give no proof, not even 
proofs shadow, that anything exists save mat- 
ter ; and to set about proving the existence of 
matter, is to throw labour and pains away ; we 
require no proof that matter exists — ^it is its 
own proof. It is un philosophical to say it ex- 
ists because it exists — ^a phrase, seemingly pro- 
found, but really shallow ; the universe actually 
existing, and there is an end — not however be- 
cattle of any thing. To ask why the universe 
exists, is to suppose a reason for its existence, 
and then a because, if there were any, would 
be reasonable enough ; but to ask why that 
exists which necessarily exists, is the folly of 
metaphysicians, and has no place in the phi- 
losophy of materialism. 

Here, then, I am at issue with those who 
write for the Atheist. I say that an Atheist 
admits not a producer, breeder, or maintainer '. 
of the universe j that an Atheist never admits, 
as an element of his philosophy, the existence 
'of a great cause, which must be set down as 
blunder the first in the philosophy of these 
witers. 

In a former number was quoted the opinion of 
Bacon, ** That the world could not generate as 
.ti whole, but only by way of its parts." So I 
maintain, that the universe does not cause by 
•way of a whole, but only by way of its parts ; 
and further, that the words cause and effect 
•cannot have any other than a relative meaning. 
The world cannot generate by way of a whole, 
having nothing external to itself wherewith to 
generate. It does not cause by way of a whole, 
for the sufficient reason that there is nothing 
but itself to cause, act upon, or modify. As 
Ocellus Lucanus says, " The universe has never 
had a beginning, and it is impossible that it 
•should ever have an end ; it can neither increase 
nor dimini&h, can neither grow nor decay, but 
must be ever the same, and like only to itself." 
Who can conceive the beginninj? of a universe, 
or imagpine its annihilation ? Who can suppose 
that all or the whole could either move, grow, or 



diminish! If the universe moved, i< 
move out of itself ; now the whole mo' 
of the whole would be a comical kinc 
tion. It cannot grow or increase, beca 
impossible that any thing should be a 
everything ; and as to its destruction, 
tion can only find place amid the ruini 
human intellect. The universe is 
change or " shadow of turning ;" as it 
is, and ever will be, world without be 
and without end. To this I take it no 
will hesitate to say amen ; for the w< 
universe, is a fixture — tliat is, motici 
positive uncaused, unchanging, self-e 
only, and eternal thing. 

To admit, therefore, either directly < 
rectly, a great first cause, or a print 
universal causation, is a big blunder, ' 
have already called blunder the first ; i 
speak of a power that maintains the u 
as though a universe required proppi 
keeping in order, and (like a big baby 
mothers milk, may be put down as 1 
the second, by the " gentleman of distin; 
talents," who has been engaged to £ 
Atheist and JRepublicaiiy in coujunctic 
thirty other able writers no less distiuj 
than himself. 

In the same article (What is Atheif 
find the following : " We know that th 
exist, and we know there is sufficient ci 
their existence." Had the writer stopp 
" We know that things do exist" he wou 
escaped the ditch of metaphysics, but 
not wise enough to know that there car 
a cause, and therefore not a sufficient cc 
the existence of things, unless we fa 
upon Universal cause-mongery,bydoin{ 
we shall lay philosophy upon the flal 
back, opening its mouth, shutting its e 
see what cmise will send it ; but I n 
careful and get off ray hobby, lest I she 
accused of " treating people with boi 
bravado, merely for the want of somethi 
ter." Now, in sober seriousness, I der 
any man knows that there is a sufficien 
for the existence of things. We know tli 
exist, but we do not know that the; 
caused. To talk of a sufficient cause of 
is the madness of speech, for it inclu( 
idea of a something distinct from things 
I said in the fifth Oracle, a shadow pov< 
moves rll substance weakness. This rasl 
goes on to say that " there is no reason 
ever for supposing that this cause is an; 
extraneous to themselves." And here vi 
the genuine philosopl^ of Causationis 
tell us that the universal cause of thing! 
extraneous, that is, without, apart from, oi 
of things ; and though he says " thai 
thing with which we are acquainted mu 
a cause for its existence," gravely info 
that ** there is no reason whatever for sup 
that this cause is any thing extraneous tc 
solves," So here we have, for the first 
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y of metaphysics, some account of a 
SMTxi caiue, a thing produced by itself, 
tlraculously maintained at its own 
^hich third blunder malccs a goodly 
he father, son, and ghost of tlie new- 
tiilosophy. 

nisfaei* to this chaos of crudities, we 
rhat has t>efore been noticed in this 
that things exist because they exist," 
it -was put in italics, was, I presume, 
the ^writer for what in slang phrase- 
illed a regular floorer, a sort of Icnock- 
iw, for every class of objectors ; 
[ think it one of the most stupid sen- 
it ever was italicised. The word " be- 
inrays supposes, or pre-supposes, that 
reason for ; but philosophy would no 
mpt to give a reason ybr the existence 
than against such existence: it states 
hat things do exist, and rests there. 
ng 118 that*' things exist because," &c., 
T tell us, " that he knows nothing 
.bout it,*' which is a small amount of 
;e indeed ; but had he said he knew 
at all about it, he would have been 
ht. A few more words and I shall 
e "With this writer, for the present at 
), as, should I get into prison, it will 
It to say how I shall be treated, and 
or not I shall be permitted to use my 
write as freely within as without its 
hould I be debarred that privilege, the 
►f my character, principles,and writing, 
with those friends who think with me, 
repared to advocate these views, to wage 
Tomote peace, defend truth or attack 
i, with courage, perseverance, and con- 




(JBtisaruB, or purse.) 

[ry^f regular gradation. 

VI. 

I it as certain, that the motion of fluids in the 
r of animals— a motion which is progressively 
«ted with the increased complexity of the or- 
lion, and that the influence of new circum- 
^ to the action of wliich animals are exposed 
ipreading themselves over the face of the 
te globe, were the two general causes which 
■oogbt tho various animals to the state or 
km In which we now behold them.*' 

Lamabck's Phxlosophis Zoolooxque. 

Mtore called polypus has long been an 
of cariosity among naturalists ; it has 
Jled the first of anlmak and last <yf 



plants. Lamarck says, in his article '' Ou tlM 
general distribution of animals," ** That in the 
polypi the simplicity and perfection of the or- 
ganization, though very great, are much less 
striking and, indeed, observable, than in the 
class infusoria ; in the polypi," he observes, 
''the organization has evidently made some 
progress ; for already nature in ^lem seoms to 
have obtained a constant and regular fonn, and^ 
to have furnished a special organ for digestion, 
and consequently a mouth, which is the en- 
trance of their alimentary bag/' He distributes 
the polypi into four orders of class 2 of the 
animal kingdom ; acconUng to which distri- 
bution, which I need hardly say is quite arbi- 
trary, the polypi cannot be the first of animals 
and the la^^t of plants. 1 have already warned 
those who wish to study nature with profit, 
that all distinctions between animals and vege- 
tables, or rather the animaT^ vegetable, and 
mineral kingdoms, are only human inventions, 
useful when known as such, for then they aid 
and do not mislead the judgment. 

In a former paper, it was given as the<q>inion 
of certain naturalists, that it is impossible to 
make of one body two living parts, life being" 
one, or unity and indivisible. In the polypi, 
says Boitard, " It is quite the contrary, for in 
them life is multiplied, and each fraction of 
their body enjoys a particular animation, inde- 
pendent of the general animation, although it 
may in some sense be subordinate to it, inas- 
nmch as that the being makes not more than 
owe. !^t us take from one of our ponds a 
poly pu^ythe green hydra for example, and pre- 
serve it alive in a vase of water, if we then take 
a very sharp instrument and cut it into two 
j>arts, the effect will be that we double its 
being or lite, for each part lives and performs 
perfectly all the functions of animality. Cut 
it into four, into ten, or even a hundred parts, 
and it will be precisely the same with each 
fragment, the only eifect being that we shall 
have one hundred polypi instead of one. If 
we act otherwise : take two, three, or four 
polypi, and sew them together by means of 
boars' bristles, in a very short time wliat may 
be called the soldering of their bodies is per- 
fectly effected, and we can no longer see more 
than one animal, living precisely in the same 
manner as the others, but having parts double, 
treble, or quadruple of the other. If you have 
two polypi, a small and large one, in the same 
vase, and throw them a little worm, immedi- 
ately each of them will seize it by one of its 
extremities and proceed to eat it. When they 
have swallowed it, they will have drawn very 
close together, and very soon after they will be 
mouth against mouth, then, neither of them 
wishing to lose their hold, the big polypus will 
comfortably swallow the small one. But let 
not the reader suppose that he will be incon- 
venienced thereby, nor will the creature swal- 
lowed display any kind of uneasiness, but in 
the stomach of the other he will continue gaily 
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to detour hli prej, dlir**" "S 't '" the niMt 
twnquil manner, bsyond the re«eh of diln^r ; 
thpn, wh~n he U tired of his litini priiion, you 
will see him pierce the atomsct of tlie hij[ poly- 
pus, Tnake Ilia irsy out, and, as when irnina in, 
neither the one nor Che otiier seem to sulfer the 
slightest ineonrenlence. Life in these anlmsls | 
IB everywhere, becanse there are not in tliem \ 
■pecial orfinns for tlie performance of animal 
functions, therefore it is that a polypus may be 
turned outside in, and inside out, precisely in 
the Mine manner t^aC you turn a pair of sloveg, 
without at all derantiini; Its economy or dis- 
turbing Its nerves... That which is the stomach 
performs very well the oFflee of the skin, and 
the akin returns the compliment by forming 
the partilion-wall of a n^w stomach, which di- 
gests the food just Bs well as the first." 




SYMBOL WORSHIP. 
TliB D«ii liniu ovatui HeliapoKtuniO. nr the i 



III No. 5 of Oracle was giTen an engr 
Che nnadane ef^, encampassed by tt 
folds of the A;;athodaimon, or good f 
representation of nhii^h is suspended 
the Temple nf Hercules, at Tyre, am 
nown to the (nvep of the antique. 1 
mu> ovatos H^MsftoliUuus has ^so 
ted the curiosity of the learned an 
loderns. In a passage from Phllo 
quoted by Eusebius, it is said that tbt 
fenerated of Egyptian go^ 
having a hawk's bead liea 
look upon, who, if he opened his eyes, 
universe with li^ht in his first bom n 
he wink. It ia darkness." The hlatorj 
oglyphics and symbols is Che hiator 
race in the earlier stages of it* pn^rei 
use of Uerogtyphlcs and symbols is as 
perhaps more ancient, than that of I 
itaeir. It can hardly be doubted (liatl 
ages our race must have found Ic far ii 

and tbe use of sensible signs, Chan by 
language, whteh either had no eiistenc 
necessarily imperfect; probably beini 



mi,'- 









than the snorUng ofa 
of monkeys. All Oriental history she 
the egg has been from time immemoria 
Ijolof Ihe world; which proves, or, at al 
gives good reason to iielleve, tliat the 
sages of whom we have any knowledge 
like more modern wiae men, supj>ose< 
to be flat as a pancake, but knew it U 
Of egg-shaped. Tbe symijolic-o^ pie; 
spicuous part in all the cosmogoniet 
East, and, together with Ciie serpent, 
found in ^reat variety, single or comt 
all the Oriental temples. These facts h 
noticed by Maurice, who states that " 
remarkable of these symbolical devicet 
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nplea of Jap 
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of Eastern 
elevated, is called Dia-Bod, and st 
Meaco, a great and flourishing cily of 
The principal image in this design disf 
self [n the ftirm of a vast bull, the em 
prolific lieat, and the geaerative em 
which creaUon was formed, butting 
hams against tbe egg, which floated 
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A FEW WOKDS FROM THE 
SECOND PRIEST op the ORACLE. 

The Grreat Lama Dever dies, so with the 

priest of the Oracle, Lama succeeds Lama, 

antil the god seems immortal, and as such 

is worshipped. The priest of the Oracle 

cares little about being worshipped, but his 

immortality be is determined to establish — 

at least the perpetuity of his right to publish 

his free oracular thoughts. The phconix is 

the true crest-bird of the martyr of truth ; 

he dies firm, in the '*sure and certain faith 

of a joyful resurrection" from the ashes of 

bigots' firen. Making free with the wordi 

of Addison, it may be predicted — he will 

flourish in immortal youth, unhurt amid the 

war of error, the wreck of fanatics, and the 

crush of religions. 

The analogy between the progress of phy- 
sical and mental science is strangely stri- 
king. In the early days of physical warfare 
the battering ram was a favourite weapon 
in demolishing a firmly-built fortress. But 
it at length gave way before Friar Bacon's 
dincovery. Sudden shocks from the cannon's 
balls were found much more effective agents 
of demolition than tardy thumping with 
wooden blocks. The mental warrior, un- 
less his own head U ma^le of the material of 
the old rams, may learn something from 
these facts. Modem science and discoveries 
are the gunpowder of mental strife, and a 
few well-aimed shots would infallibly do the 
business for corruption. Some persons seem 
BO enamoured with folly, that they argue for 
its <' gentle and gradual '' removal. Whe- 
ther they fear they must gaze on vacancy, 
when the superstructures of nonsense are 
levelled, can scarcely be determined, but 
their counsel is that of the man who should 
advise the modern soldier to persevere in the 
dull and stupid thumping of childish times, 
when better arms lie by him. Because the 
tortoise once beat the hare by its perseve- 
rance, laggards in reasoning have fallen in 
love with laziness ; and with sagacity, in 
perfect keeping!: with the subject, can con- 
ceive of nothing so effective for the esta- 
blishment of truth as sleepy error. The 
bounding? ileetness of the hare was its virtue - 
its liability to relax its efforts its vice; but 
wiseacres have extolled and imitated its 
failing, and totally neglected its good qua- 
lity. In attacking error, v/o/ence is virtue, 
it is the test of sincerity, tbc measure of 



earnestness ; it requires but good direction* 
In attacking error too much energy cannot 
be employed; too much force cannot be 
brought to bear upon it. Good generalship 
only is wanted, which, be it remembered, 
cannot be acquired but by practice. Error 
is ancient and full-grown ; truth infantine, 
and, by over- careful nursing, a rather weakly 
child. Unloose its swaddling clothes — give 
it exercise, and fear not but that its fair 
proportions will soon be developed — that it 
will soon grasp the club of Hercules and 
dash out the urains of ignorance. Preju- 
dice, protected by religion, dull and thick- 
headed, can only be shaken by beinff shock- 
ed, and is as diiTicult to pierce as the har- 
dened hide of the rhinoceros. Men of power 
seldom know pity. Selfishness absorbs 
human affection, as parched deserts do rains. 
Now ignorance, fanticism, power, and sel- 
fishness ever stand in the way of truth, and 
(ruth- speaking. How are they to be remov- 
ed ? Will supplication move them P — their 
Gorgon visage transmutes hope into stone. 
Before gentleness they revel. They have 
grown insolent through forbearance. They 
are a rock of obstacles which can only be 
broken by being blasted. This shall be 
done, if that, which all admit is everlasting, 
fail not. The waters of truth shall be 
poured through the Augean stables of ini- 
quity ; at least some sluices in that direction 
shall be cut, with a view to its accomplish- 
ment. In the garden of the world the 
flowers of poverty and virtue have seldom 
bloomed, and the saplings of truth have been 
strangely checked in their growth ; while 
the trees of error have reared their heads, 
with trunks sturdy and gnarled, and spread 
their upas branches, poisoning all life far 
and wide, and withering all green and lovely 
things. While the former will be tended, 
watered, pruned, the axe, the sharpest we 
can lay hands on, will be right busily laid 
aboQt the roots of the latter, and that without 
asking any man's permission, iBor caring 
what kind of rookeries may be disturbed. 

Many perplex themselves in their desire 
to determine the proper time for attacking 
error. We may seem inhuman, but we 
freely confess to the having no sympathy 
with tiieir sufferings. Our experience, say 
they, teiclies gentleness in our dealings 
with tho i^rejjdicos of our fellOws — tue never 
had, and bo\>e wu reNCT \iv'a.n \\^>*ft, «qk^ ^^- 
perience. liat\^ asVe<\ Owi cvBLe^^^swv\»'^w. 
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shall honesty appear, and subterfuge be 

banished ? without metaphor, simile, or 

trope, we answer in one word — now. 

Condescending to answer this is something 

like doubting axioms ; for surely the time to 

attack error was coeval with error's dawn, 

and it would have been well for mankind 

had it then been thought so. All days are 

lawful to do good, ail time proper to do right 

acts in. Shelley felt this when he said, 

My father. Time, ia weak and grey 
With waiting for a better day. 

Bentham wittily remarked, that if you ask 
the advocates of things as they are, when re- 
forms are to commence ? Their perpetual 
answer will be never. To-day is too soon, 
to-morrow too late. The proper time is the 
moment people can be found to commence 
them, which would have been long ago, had 
not wealth generated cowards and religion 
poltroons. On the charge, then, of being 
'* premature,*' we are perfectly easy. 

It is intended strictly to adhere to the 
principles on which this paper was started. 
To simply pursue the same course, with 
singleness of heart, earnestness, and oneness 
of object. Such a course will perhaps be 
censured — and perhaps not, when people 
become used to it ; but, if still deemed objec- 
tionable, it is remarkably free from per- 
plexity, which will more than compensate 
for all the rest. The object is not to pro- 
voke authority, but to speak the truth. Mr. 
Southwell has been removed — what then P 
The plan he sketched, or course he marked 
out, is as useful and desirable now at it was 
before, and much more so. He began a work 
intending it to be finished. We simply beg 
leave to go on with it. Let men learn the 
quality which the hare wanted — namely, that 
of persistency, and in the race for mental 
freedom they will soon leave the tortoises 
behind. If reminded that danger waylays 
our course — one of the usual common places 
— we have only to observe, that every course 
is beset with dangers, and that the only 
danger really worth fearing is that of be- 
coming a hypocrite. In daring to be just, 
people never calculate consequences — it is 
useless. Satan never argued better, or, 
more properly, Milton never reasoned better 
for him, than when he said — farewell hope, 
and, with hope, farewell fear. There is no 
hope for honesty, and they who are fanatical 
enough to fall in love with it know what they 
have to expect — and ail fear is foiUj. In- 
deed, it may be questioned, whether any 
punishment knaves or bigots can impose, is 
equal in severity to that which is self- in- 
flicted, when the honest mind descends to 
disingenuousness. Ambition we have long 
discarded, and we do not expect or aim at 
ooiting all the virtues of prudence, to the 
simple ones of honesty and justice. We are 
*^^^tot with plain things, and Jeave respec- 



table and complex virtues to people of higher 
pretensions. Bigots may rage as the holy 
spirit directs, and have recourse to their iron 
or legal evidences — the only proofs of the 
existence of a god — anything may be resor- 
ted to that in their wisdom and mercy (reli- 
gion is full of this) they may think fit. 
They may diversify, they cannot increase, 
any calamity, we fear. That which seems 
sure to come without them is, by far more, 
fearful than anything they can bring. 
With this long-felt and freely given as- 
surance we proceed to other considerations. 

Should the utility of the course, matter, 
style, or manner of these papers be disputed, 
we may refer to the events of the last few 
weeks for illustrations of the correctness of 
eyery step ; of which abundant proof shall 
be adduced whenever it may be required. 
The agitation for the defence of Mr. South- 
well has raised up armies ready to be mar- 
shalled beneath the banners of truth ; men 
who do not merely wish success to the great 
principles of civil and religious liberty, but 
have bared the arm to defend them : not a 
few of them veterans, having seen hard ser- 
vice, and now, tired of inactivity, are filled 
with martial ardour for the onslaught. 
They want but opportunity and encourage- 
ment, and the prayer of Abou Ben Adhem, 
"that their tribe may increase," will be 
abundantly answered. 

It is not difficult to conceive that the sup- 
port of the great, and invaluable principle 
which the Oracle is intended to maintain, 
namely, the right of every person to express, 
' in his own manner, his own thoughts, without 
I interference or dictation, might at this junc- 
i ture have fallen into hands more able, though 
not more willing. But between the want of 
inclination and the want of power, this right 
has been suspended, like the coffin of Mo- 
hamet, and the moral regeneration of the 
world has been delayed. Hence modesty 
must be set aside, and necessity, like cha- 
rity, must cover a multitude of sins. 

G. J. H. 



GENERAL VIEWS AND POLICY 
OF THE "ORACLE." 

The Oracle shall speak, shako orthodoxy's rotten 
bunes, and make priests tremble. 

Aye, and speak no less firmly, no less un- 
flinchingly to thousands than it originally 
did to hundreds. From the first time, bold 
and ardent, it will preserve its spirit and 
maintain its unimpeachable integrity. And 
now, trumpct-tongucd, it will send forth 
salutary and sublime truths, that must abo- 
lish all god- worship, man- worship, and mam- 
mon-worship. 

Priests shall tremble, not for their cloth 
, merely, not for t\\e vaex^a tT«.nafer of ecclesi- 
\ asticsi power ^loio. t\\e \»\q^\^^ w>i\\Ki^viT. \.^ 



'"' Icui noil liungrj' cUuenter ; not fuc a 
' <i iit]{C of atnll ptttroHaiju only, but Tor [lie 
■■ ry exiftmoe of their creeiia ; for Itie foiin- 
<i.-itioti, nt>t for tbe mere ciureaoencea of 
liieii nuny-hued religiona. 

ThuOroirfewilluotbeeajolBdintosaffering 

its faifea to bscaaie a vehicle for aniueiag 

the gnlHg, HaiJ atoliil, &nd prieab-riddeu 

Diullituile wilh oantravereial dispatatiaos. 

I'liosH wba are blinded bj Ibe dust kiulitHl 

up by riiiil moaDtebniiti aod jugglers, m^y 

ooEupy tbemoelTea wilh tlia Hettlement of 

juuh matter* a» oharch-csite qaestloas, head 

'■'( the oliumh qaestiona, the TolunCiiry ques- 

! i>jn — aud a thousand utliem, laised lu ileafen, 

•::iltifj, and diatraot from roallj (fanjeroiii 

iiiveaJigfttioDa, Our province iauottoplaj 

: iniuatio CriDkB, find ilip our hcmda intn ynar 

[Wkrla; not to tiuk up a row, and divide 

<1ie tfaU ; not to get np to eibibidna, nod 

'^'^lVo ym pay for it ; rot to excite a era- 

! <Ji, nod por«uada you to plunge into tbe 

fwfliot— in a word, WE WAR NOT 

WITH THE CHUHCH, BUT THE 

ALTARi NOT WITH FORMS OF 

WOUSHIP.BOT WORSHIP ITSELF ; 

.\- UT WITH THE ATTRIBUTIiS,BUT 

THE EXISTENCE, OF DEITY. Nei- 

iwiwill llie prieit, at muclt ns [irieslidro, be 

ilie labject of cur aoiimadTtirsiaDs ; the 

tl>iral), iH) mucb an the doctrine. Am] this, 

1j« itbiime in mind, ie not selected us being 

'!» n/ul, but the tnosl sffectuat, courae. 

'I'liKeMvir vim a greater mistake than the 

■''Pl>aiition of tbe danger of expoiiog the 

f'oli, (r}r wherft this not wicked at, there 

"Bold lie nu vent, as it were, for popular 

indiraatiao. It is not oeen that Ibe priest- 

bnamty be too powerful to care about ex- 

ranvu of prieata, but not powerful eSDOgb 

* rtllislaud the oxpoanre of doctrines ; 

WiftfuovernoiaBls will suffer jou lo abuie 

Uilr publio men acd public doings, but not 

ni>oae t)ic frauda of the ajatem. Mvsh 

nglt onwiird to the foundation of lliepre- 

\ '-Ji^fj <if all religions, and they are on you 

■'■'■■'. l,i», like ravening wolves; the 

. mlnd-enalaved dupes being made 

incnts of sacerdotal enoruiitief. 

' not Southwell hoiTe been handed 

'ii!.h the initTomentaHty of (he 

', the magistracy, Iba Judge's 

i L)ie Jurf box to it pimiBhment 

:<! ignomiinous to them, hoaour- 



for tlie most pact, give place (o the exposure 
of all revealed, inspired, miraculous, aJld 
divine pretences. 

When Che Oracle shall have spoken oat a. 
Httia longer, then will be a mirada for the 
religiaua quidnuncs to babble nbout, one that 
will, like Aaron'a rod, swallow upallcom- 



will be the prodigiously surpriining unjiin of 
the various religiou-mougera ; priests, con- 
^regDttous,audall. The miraculOD a draught 
of lishea will be beaten hollow. " Churcli 
in danger," will be obsolete; ■' no nopciy," 
a bygone war-hoop.; — " the Uble in danger," 
" ^tar in danger," "(foiiin danger," will 
be the alarm cry, and tbe robber leaders and 
the robber banda will stagger forth wilh 
soma of the old spirit, bnt wilh less 0/ the 
old iulrepiditr, to dance the don 



boaies of intidEl -^ 



The 
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.0 Mm. 
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1 1 al f-acknowledged , 
I- branohea of reli- 
-h and many others, 

. clarian folliea and 
-0 much oceupj' our 
in revelation iMelf; 

~tiaDB of aulhenti- 



ingregrations will suspend \\m- 
Limiea, luey will slay their interblckerings 
and etrife, their iealooaiea and recrimina- 
tiona, their mutual curses, and parsecutjonf. 
Dud BicDinmuai cations ; their threateninga 
of damnation^ mundane, purgatorial, and 
cteroal—will nil be silenced ; forwacd they 
h— the i^oj^f-hook iu miehRDd,tbe 
k in the a^cr— yelled 011 in tbe bra- 
(ication of bigot fury to defend their 
god, by tbe Que, the gng, llad the 

" ' after this Idst eocouoter, their impo- 
dlice eihaosting itaelf in sound and 
fury, will the unolean harpies^waddliiiR 
and plethoric, with great gorging and spo- 
liation — Hap their impulent wings, distend 
Ibeii glusy eyes, conlract their Hesh.pol- 
luted daws with convulsive, but iaeOectoal, 
efforla; tbe carrion rooks, the purblind baM, 
tJie nigbt-leving owU, and all Doiaome, dis- 
gusting, birds of prey will now, for the first 
time caw, screech, and hoot ia coucert, but, 
{lasted h; the unaccustomed efliilgeney, will 
be consumed in tiie bright torch of truth- 
Like the priests in Voluey's confeCcuce, 
about to be smitteti by an infurinted people, 
they will attempt, tciror-slritlten, to stam- 
mer out H palliation ; then Will arrive the 
iuterpositioii of the enlightened, who, taught 
mercy by their philosophy— noi TtligW— 

the evils of which you cqmplaln ; it is joa 
that encoutage tyrants by & bait$ RUf^ig of I 
(heir power, by an absurd adrntc^QM ' 
their pretendcij beiuiliceacc, by coiiviirl 
obcdiencv into servility, and Jibsf^.j 
HcenliousDESs. and receiving every vA 
tion with oreduUty, Can yoa think ori 
Dishing upun tlietn the cirors of ynut (Wn 



And tbe people, smitten willi eouhiaioi 
ill remain m a meUnoboly silence. 
Cantrovetsiol ihuolo^y it pUTUiitltdi W,U> 
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Southwell's sapient judge — no better prima 
facie reason could be advanced, your worship, 
for our discountenancing it. Is any sort or 
any manner of exposure prohibited by the 
law of the land, either parliament- made or 
judge-made law ; is any manner of speaking 
and writing on laws, politics, or religion 
denounced by religion as by law established, 
or by the law of which " Christianity is part 
and parcel," or by the precedent-gnided 
numsculls who sell it out for so much per 
annum ; is any sort of publication solemnly 
interdicted — we may as surely conclude that 
the sort and manner are beneficial to the 
interests of humanity, as that kings, nobles, 
priests, lawyers, soldiers, moneylords, mill- 
lords, and landlords are but the tolerated 
nuisances of a semi- civilised, ignorant, and 
disunited people. 

The pseudo -liberal cant about '^ good 
manners," *' deference to society," " regard 
to prejudices," &c., will pass for what it is 
worth. A little help would be worth a load 
of advice gratis, and very ill-digested instead 
of well-considered advice too. We impugn 
not the motives of these suggestions, but the 
counsel of your good sort of well-meaning 
men, by inducing an evasive, expedient-lov- 
ing, and truckling policy, is ofttimes the most 
dangerous to observe ; leading into all sorts 
of scrapes, and carrying out less effectually 
the grand oljects we all profess to have in 
view. 

We are all curious to know why the circle 
of affections and loving-kindness, which is 
supposed to animate the breasts of the soU 
disant philanthropists, extends not to the 
persecuted with the same sympathising 
condolence as to the persecutors — why do they 
shut their hearts against the victims, and 
not against the victimisers — why do they not 
counsel the legal and ecclesiastical plunderers 
and hypocrites, and the foul-mouthed scribes 
in their pay, to " mend their manners," to 
** pay deference to society," and " regard 
the prejudices " of those whom they traduce ? 
Were the meed of justice fairly dealt out, 
we should have no more mock sentimental 
iEuid mawkish comparisons between the of- 
fence of assaulting the prejudices and as- 
saulting the person ; and no such sneaking 
and dastardly commentaries as, <* there are 
faults on both sides," would disgrace the 
pages of the organ of one of the most ad- 
vanced societies in existence. 

It may suffice to say, we have traced out 

a course for ourselves ; we have decided 

deliberately, and will act inflexibly, through 

good report and evil report, " Mid the open 

and concealed attack of bigot foes and insi- 

■' dious friends," marching straight onward, 

neither retrogradiuj^^ swerving, nor halting 

fou the waj. 

Without the abase, calumny, scurrility, 

^^^0^;r sod rindigtlvene^ pf the patteru 



reformer,* we will endeavour to explain our 
meaning as plainly, as forcibly, and as spirit- 
edly. We will not mince our words to polish 
off our phraseology, obscure a njirrative by 
softening our diction, nor weaken a truth to 
round a period. We will always call to 
mind too, that we speak for Charles South- 
well. Let our words be heard as echoes 
from his prison walls; iet his undaunted 
spirit inspire us to lay bare the hollow 
pretence, and expose the cruel mockeries of 
all sorts of canters — evangelical, ecclesiasti- 
cal, and infidel. Through us shall he speak, 
though gagged by his jailors. He shall be 
read, though he wield not the pen. Hia 
thoughts, in short, phall be four thoughts. 
As he, regardless of stupid and selfish con- 
ventionalities, unmindful of personal sacri- 
fice, of the hate of enemies, the scorn of the 
indifferent, or the coolness of friends, would 
lay the scourge on hypocrisy and supersti- 
tion ; as he would abolish mental slavery ia 
its strong hold, so shall the plan of his 
tracing be followed out ; so shall his objects 
be pursued till he shall again walk forth 
as free in body as he still remains in mind. 

Forseeing all kinds and qualities of perse' 
cution, we have, in our turn, prepared for 
it, and now, the sword drawn and the scab- 
bard cast aside, we await, nothing dismayed, 
the onslaught of the bigot troops — ^ye shaH. 
have it hip and thigh, whether halting, re- 
treating, or advancing — no quarter ) shall j 
be the word, and damned be he who fint' 
cries " hold ! enough I " 

Read this, and mark it well, ye Wood-^, 
wards, and Bromleys, and Woods, anl^ 
Wetheralls, and, above all, ye, gentiemflij: 
of the jury, enlightened and tolerant batoU 
of free and independent Englishmen, vrhati 
fathers were striped, pillored, and hung ii|, 
like dogs, on the same pretence as that ftf^ 
which ye immured Charles Southwell.-^ 
Look to it! M. Q. B. 
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To the Editor of the Oracle of Reason* 

PERSECUTION, versus 
PROSECUTION. 

,•1 

Mr. Editor. — The celebrated Lawrenfli, 
Sterne observes in one of his works, thi' 
** Of all the cants which are canted in tU. 
canting world, though the cant of hypoerk', 
may be the worst, the cant of criticism 1, 
the most tormenting." I have no doal.'; 
that there are many who know, by biUl^ 
experience, the truth of this curious oi' 
pungent remark; many who become tt 
subjects of painful emotions, when i' 
behold their productions, or their opinii 
submitted to the lash of an enlightened 
faithful critic. When an individual, 1 

opinions are to him as sacred as the ei ^ 

tioos of a divinity, perceives the trath^ 

« %«%'\M\i<st, "^.^ ) cum xnvUis aUiM, 



le opiniona queatioted, their nierit» can- 
■ei, and their absurdity eipoaed, it is 
Eult for bim lo tepreaa ihe workingd of 
Uigiianoj and revenge. In Bpile of all 
Ltpnideaae Hoiitd diotate, in apite of all 
B nunitiona oF pbiloaopby, and in e^ite uf 
I the fiuiDied influence o! xhat ia called 
FrinB grace, the spirit ot peraecntion barsta 
lorrb, and tbe rack, ihe gibbet, Ibe fagot, 
»nil ilie dungeon, are resorted to bj those 

port or their faith. 
Tfaitt 



peraecutiun there is a wide 

difference. We tolerate all o( 

nan confine them to theii 

lermit every person to eie 

C upou all s '^' 



pecaHarly obriiitiaD, is a 
no atudenl of eccleriastict 



opinion's sake is 
proposition which 

nedfy that most delicate and rera- 
eioug of all booliB— He bible — it has most 
certainly beOQ sanctioned by the practice of 
the ehnrch. The persecution of the Wal. 
dmara aod Alhiaensei!, the burning of Hugs 
d Jerome of Prague, the iron rule of the 
. i lEqnisilion, the Massacre oif St. 
Kthalomew, anil our own SmithSeld mar- 
— , fimn only a few of those inatanees 
-- 'n the apiril of religion has gone forth 
^, da of slaughter and of bliml. It is 
-useless to say that theee manifealationa of a 
malignaat spirit belong exclnsively to tbe 
roDmn catholic church. We oau adduce 
othar instances wherein protesaats have been 
nil^ of as outrageons and palpable enor- 
"'■■ as the roman oatbolici. The fol- 
I of Ihe papacy were as bad as esinta 
i he, and as saints generally are, but 
. D they were consistent, while the ptotea- 
■nU) who in all otber rcspcta are on a par 
'* ii tbe catholics, want this virtue allege- 



Inai 



t tim 






usjudg. ' 



ou all subjeeCs, aa long as he 
sh t)ie results of his inqniriea tc 
world. The fact, howerer, of a toan enter, 
'ainioff inhdel opinions is one ibing, and the 
act of a man publishing them is another. 
Id the oae ease the ludi vidua) is accountable 
:<i god only, in tbe other case he is acooun. 
able to the oivil Diagiatrale.* Homagislrats 1 
hod a right to pnniah a. man for bis privatt 
iniona, eiecy magistrate baa a right tc 
nith a man for publishing lnfi<1el opiniona J 
tbe world." Such ia the aubstanee, if n 
B )ireciea words, of the argument p 
'th by this religiously .OTChnioK and e 
'dingls moral gentleman, iu support of j 
Dsaontiou for blaaphemy, 

supposed lo be a pToser judge of the truth 
falaehood of spemlauve opinions. How al 
pidly absurd f Can it be supposed, that O 
Mother Rod Cap, of Bristol, is properly ' 
qualified to discriminate between truth and 
falsehood iu philosophy P He must certainly 
apply himself mare closely to the study of 
Watson's " Theological Institutes, " to John 
Wesley's sermons, and all the other produc- 
' d'a e/Ue, before he can be fitted 



r this task. If, bon-ec 



, be would al 



. Peter formed the world's pontificate, 

g right to_ free inquiry, and to the fi 

1, was neither ttcknoi 

_ Whenever, therefo, ,, 

individaal atteiopted to canvass the 

clrines of the church, he might be certain 

Jbreband of his fate. In the present day 

a right of private jodgmant ia formally 

ukmnrledged by protestants, and, indeed, 

'" tea therundamentalprincipleoftheir 

, yet, when an individual opposes 



dy perosB tboae parts of Wesley's jour- 
nals, where ha describes the visitatioDs of 
the devil, he would probably acquire much 
useful knuwledge, and be batter qualified to 
fulfil bis doty than he is at present. 

" But you have no right," say our Christian, 
fanatics, '> (o outrage Ihe moral sense of the 
community. England is yet a cbrisijan 
oountry; and, thank god, there are laws for 
the suppression of blasphemy." Then we 
ask, had the chrislians any right to outrage 
the moral sense of the ancient pagans, by 
ipping d 









right 






■nmoo. The unjust i 
■vnor and n Carlile, of a Hethei 
■ Soathu-ell, aflTord safficieut e 

IfTli ordpr to escape the odium which is 
narilf attached to alt persecntiou for 
inlaii'i Wke, our would-be liberals endea- 
« Is ptrint out a diaferenoe between perse- 
i*"^ and proaacution, I have heard a 
.ie of (he " first water," and one whose 
■1 ohiracler isnotof thebestduariptioii, 
i such language an the 



I 

I 



icilied m 
inity, howev 



I Tbiii 






r'thing. 



The 



christian would appear t( 
man with a gouty toe. You may infringe 
on every part of his body but that. The 
instant, however, you touch his toe, an oh 1 
and a groan, betokens the pain you infiicl 
So, in Che land of bibles and prayer books. _ 
miBsionary, oiinj money-getting, and hum- J 
bug societies, you may publish any acieotilio ■ 
opinion; you may contradict any received ■ 
truth in philosophy; but If ever yon touch 1 
religion, Ihe cry of blasphemy is instantly 
raised ; and in order that your aonl m 
^filled, the old lady of Bristol, or 



Liually * 



I your body li 



confined i. 
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THE ORACLE OF REASON. 



Why arc the doughty champions of ortho- 
doxy disposed to persecute? This question 
can be answered in only two ways : either 
they are afraid to meet the advocates of free 
inquiry in fair and open discussion, or they 
are desirous of gratifying their malignancy 
by seeing them punished. 

There are some people, half infidel and 
half christians, who maintain that the bible 
no where sanctions persecution. Then why 
do not those individuals exert themselves for 
the purpose of procuring the repeal of those 
barbarian edicts, the laws against blasphe- 
my? Many dissenting ministers declare that 
no man ought to be punished for the expres- 
sion of his opinions, then why do not those 
ministers petition the legislature to abolish 
statutes which are, according to their own 
showing, both arbitrary and unjust ? The 
fact is, they do not like the popular odium 
which is attached to such casus of prosecu- 
tion ; and, therefore, they occasionally assert 
that such prosecutions are unjust. But to 
take any steps towards etlecting; a repeal of 
the blasphemy laws, would be too much to 
expect from any one who is deeply tinctured 
with devotion. The infidel might rot in 
prison before any considerable body of 
christians would petition for his release. 

In every book of evidences that the priests 
manufacture, the French revolution occupies 
a conspicuous place. The atrocities perpe- 
trated by an infuriated mob are described in 
all their horror, and represented as the 
genuine offspring of infidelity. The evi- 
dence - manufacturers, however, seldom 
advert to the exploits of their own worthies, 
to the cruelties they have practised, or to 
the sins they haVe committed. Afraid, lest 
they should grow presumptuous and high- 
minded, by forgetting their transgressions, 
it is my intention to lay before them, in 
subsequent letters, an account of some of 
their deeds. This account may have very 
little effect upon them, for even iron cannot 
penetrate steel, but it may have its due 
effect upon the world. 

One of the Unorthodox. 
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A VOICE FROM BRISTOL GAOL. 

Bristol Gaol, 
Wednesday, Jan. 19, 1842, 

Dear H. — Received the Advertiser with your 
letter,both gave me great pleasure, though the 
report is meagre ; and as heaven helps those 
who help themselves, I recommend you, and 
through you, the commitee, to publish a 
full report of the Trial immediately, with all 
extracts, quotations, authorities, &c. I should 
like Chilton to superintend the publication 
of it— he would Hud tho hooifi I used on 



the Trial of great use to him, as the extracts 
are therein all marked. I should vrish one 
to be forwarded to me as soon as printed, 
for I do not think that I shall be prevented 
from receiving either books or papers from 
you ; but the authorities are, 1 have piason 
to believe, very anxious that I should not 
write for the Oracle, Sir C. Wetherall, as 
you are no doubt aware, ordered me first- 
class treatment ; but of the precise nature of 
that treatment I am not yet informed. I 
shall know in a day or two ; and will, if per- 
mitted, forward all information thereupon* 
to you. 1 expect to be allowed my own bed, 
books, &c., and should very much like to see 
the Dispatch every week, with any other pa- 
pers that may happen to contain matter of 
peculiar interest. Perhaps you will put mat- 
ters in train so that I may be furnished with 
bed, &o., &c., should they be allowed me. 
I don't know whether any arrangement of 
that kind has been made with our friends in 
Bristol, if not, it may easily be made. The 
governor of this prison is exceedingly kind, 
and I feel assured that all he can, consis- 
tently with his duty, do for me he will. 
Tell all friends that I am in good health 
and spirits, that some kind angel or angels 
furnish me every morning with coffee and 
toast; after that, with mutton and other 
things; and to-day, in addition to all this, 
I have been sent a nice eup of tea, that is 
now by my side, and would be perfection 
itself, if it were but a little sweeter. My 
paper is all but exhausted, so I must content 
myself by adding that all things seem work- 
ing together for good, and all being well 
that ends well, may you all end well, not 
forgetting the middle and the beginning. 

Yours, in statu- quo^ 

C. SOUTHWELL. 

P. S. I want a cargo of paper and pens, 
but perhaps I can get them of Bristol friends. 

[A bed, bedding, &c., has been provided 
and sent to him. Arrangements were made 
the day after the trial, for Mr. Whiting, 
one of his bail, to furnish him with food ; 
the expense to be defrayed by subscription.] 



(SECOND LETTER.) 

Bristol Gaol, 
Friday evening, 29th Jan., 1842. 

Was delighted to receive your note ; thought 
you had almost forgotten me. The papers 
gave me great pleasure : ^'Publicola" comes 
out bravely. I am just as happy here as a 
lover of liberty can be in a prison. The 
governor is essentially humane ; all, we know, 
are not men bearing the human form. All 
that his duty v^ill permit, he will, I am sure, 
do for me. 



TIIK ORACLE OF REASOW. 



lie iDformeil me to-day that tlie rules by stronply i)n)nii)tt'fl a few frifii.ls n( In ciinin 

which he must be guideil in his treatment of nf opinion to or^ranise a plan of oprratiun 

me, would be ready for my inspection to-mor- which would enable them to place the rir- 

row (Saturday). When I know the precirio cumstances of his case before tbe public, 

footing upon which all mattfera stand, you whose aid and co-operatiim thev solicited. 

irill be informed /oM/e SN//tf. t« i ., i.. - i i i ' n- 

„ . ^ • 1 £i TT > TT i e An London, and elsewhere, public nu-ct- 

Have just received " Hume s History of :„„„„.. i. 1 1' i , i ^ • .• i 



England. 



^nln^ V v \ fA^ -«.-K"uu lected, which have been extensiv.lv reported 

Tomme^. You know out-of-door readini? and .• ^u i.i i i • 'i i • 

.!..»*.> • 1- iL u^ u * I x«i ^^ the daily and weekly press; and .sul)>erip- 

chattenng relieves thought, but here until ♦; ,„ i . i -^ • i* i • r .,' 

i„t„„.i° u u 1. r * * 1 ^1*^" books were iMUed lor defray in;; the 

BKlay there has been no sort of safety-valve. . «. ^ 

I have no companions here, good, bad, or S^u'*-! -4.* « r.i r i 

Afferent. The confinement is solitao" ; . , ' ''^ <="'""»««« a»«ro of lie A'ars and p.v- 

iBd,in truth.I prefer s-Jitudfe to the company •""*'?''? "f ''« I'"''"'. •■"•»'^^[» '-V, and u \,.,,,k a 

iir»ho.'..r«M»:»»vi , .,:»: „ .1 i i special wish on tlieir part to jtive the iitiiiost 

M the irreclairaably VICIOUS and depraved. ii- •. .. .u .• i- ■ 

Qi.»»ij 111,^ *« i« f-^-» I ^« 1 * piiblieitv to the entire proceedinKS, eiiea^cd 

bhoQid like to hear from head (luartcrj* K, ii-?!- o ^ ' . r iT i 

immediatelv, with account including the Kay- ^^'\ " J^"'^"™ 5^"^^:;"^': •'*? ^T ,^ J"" "'"' 

iDg8,doings,and whatnotofG.J. HolyoakJ; f"'^^^^!'» ^^'I^"*"^ "/ ^''/l.^^^'' ^^^"!: • ^^7 "''^• 

br I much fear, now he is set a-float, wind !^''^7 'V ^*^"''^'^ ''^ publication .Mr. Ilether- 

«e, and all the powers of darkne>«s won'J '"P*""," presence and valuable assistance was 

him. Tell him, if you please, that though «^'ci.red, and every step was taken under the 

ivp »u.*.T, n« thn VnnVpna an.. nrn^lK- advicc of eminent hiral counsel. Ihese,and 




to-morrow how much of liberty I am to ; pt^r^ormed. . ^ , , 

oy; bat though the authorities J»ere may ( , It only remains for the advocates of mental 

ermine that I am notto write «^///^/7i/m, ' ^•^^*^""> ""^ ^^^V^ di.nominarn.n, to come 

may be that a first-class prisoner can de- , f?'7-'^'-d according: to their varu.us abilities, 

Und such privilege. Look you to that, ^^^^^'' »" P"""^' influence, or lal»onr, t.) help 

Send H., for you are the lawyer for all sorts ^J" '*'« ""'^''^ ""'' "^»^'>' *^'-"»- "^'"S'' '?** '"'" 

nnbelievers, heretics, and scamps. With *^**"^*» ""** "'"^'^ *'"'' *'*'*^" «"l'«cribed - still, 

noted saint, however, I say to you, let "*^''® " necessarily left undone from the 

try thing be done decently and in order, i P'"*-'*^ absorption of the pecuniary resources 

Llovd Jones has been to see mc, and spoke I V^^^*-'^ at the disposal of the committee. 

fiiniishing me regularlv with one of the ^^ " necessar>- to be distinctly understood, 

ly papers. If 1 could have the JVme* or ^^^^^ ^^^ committee consider themselvis as 

nmiele, one day after publication, it would "^'ither identified with, nor opposed to, the 

capital. Although put up in a hole here, <>P»»>ons or policy of Mr. Southwell, but as 

want to know how the rest of the wide i instruments to carry out the views <.f the 

Mrld wags. liberal and cnlifchtened portion of the peoph; 

In all matters act bravely and honestly. ' o" ^^e subject of the universal rij^ht to the 

'be ball is at your feet, it needs but kicking unrestrained publication of opinion, whether 



itifically. Yours, truly, 

C. SOUTHWELL. 



iPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 
[TOR THE PROTECTION OF MR. 
I80UTHWELL. 

II central committee for the assistance 
protection of Charles Southwell, prose- 
for blasphemy, present their first report 
the public, and to those liberal friends 
'hare so nobly assisted them, pecuniarily 
lotherwise, in their efibrts. 
ileadiug facts of the arrest of C. South- 
his trial, defence, and imprisonment, 
lihcady before the pnblic. The necessity 
y^terferiug between C. S. and a law, no 
whether parliament, orjndge, mat/e, 
has been used as a boodle for all sorts 
lunies, eaorxDities, Aod exactions 



■I 



by spi-ech or by the press. 

They cannot but state what it becomes the 
most pleasing part of their duty to make 
known — the prompt, zealous, and energetic 
response of various valued friends in some of 
the chief towns in the kin};:doin, namely, 
Hristol, nirmingham, Sheffield (where (J.J. 
fiolyoake has exerted himself in a manner 
which caIIs for especial notice), (ilasj^ow, 
Edinburgh, Maidstone, and other places. 

The press cannot be passed over without 
gratefully acknowledging the kind and manly 
assistance of some of the enlightened journals, 
amongst which the D/.^;^/^/*, through its valued 
correspondent, " Publicola,*' .«»tands foremosr. 

The committee's most earnest wish is to 
obtain sullieient nssistanee to deliver Mr. 
Southwell in the shi>r\est v'issWAe \\vYvvi ^waw 
the clutches of an iu"u\\\\Vnv\s \iv< •, vvwX Vo 
stimulate all sYm\»ut\i\s\w';f wuwV \.v> W\w 
an extensive \NTL - PEU^^CV'VU^^ 



THE ORACLE OF REASON. 



UNION, whose great and glorious objects 
sball be to abolish all law or lep^al practice 
which shackles expression of opinion, and to 
protect and indemnify all, of whatever per- 
suasion, whether Jew, Christian, Infidel, 
Atheist, or other denomination in danger of 
similar tyrannies. 

All remittances or communications to be 
fowarded to " The Protection Committee of 
C. Southwell, Lambeth Coffee House, 3, 
North Place, Lambeth." 

By order of the Committee, 

M. RYALL, Sec. 

Feb. 11, 1842. 

N.B. All persons having Subscription 
Books in their possession, are requested to 
bring them into the Secretary, on Wednesday 
Evenings, from 7 till 9. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS, 
For the Louden Anti- Persecution Union. 

jS s. d. 

London 30 11 9| 

Sheffield 3 18 "6 

Edinburgh , 2 

Glasgow 2 

Harlington 1 3 

Maidstone 1 i o 

Sums received by G. J. Holyoake. 

From the Friends of Mental Liberty in 
Dover, per Mr. George Bennett , . ,.120 

From Friends at Padiham, per Mr. Thomas 

Hull 3 6 

Four Friends in Dundee, per Mr. John 

Dewar 05 

Friends of Free Inquiry in Stourbridge, per 
Mr. John Wilson 13 8 

A few Friends of Mental Freedom, Trow- 
bridge, per Mr. William Rose . . ..080 

From Darlington, per Mr. William Rich- 
»nond ,. ..056 

Through Mr. Henry Hartzburgh Israelite, 
Secretary to the Tract Society for the 
Suppre^3sion of all Snperstitions, Ss.; 
from • the Socialists of Sunderland, per 
Mr. James Williams, 5s 10 



TO SUBSCRIBERS. 

The undermentioned sum has likewise 
been received, and applied to purposes not 
coming within the scope of the committee's 
operations, but, at the same time, for the 
use of Mr. Southwell. 

je 8. d. 

Birmingham, per Mr. Hornblower .. ..400 
Future lists will' appear, and any omis- 
sions or additions noticed. 

Custom may lead a man into many 
emyrBf but it justifies none,— Fielding, 
Principles. — The change we personally 
experience from time to time, we obstinately 
•. ^'^Z ^^ ^'"' Principles.'-^Zimmerman. 



Law as it is. — Scarce any m 
means of knowing a twentieth p 
laws he is bound by. Both sorts 
kept most happily and carefully 
knowledge of the people: statute 
shape and bulk; common law b 
essence. It is the judges that mak* 
mon law — do you know how they 
Just as a man makes laws for his d 
your dog does anything you war 
him of, you wait till he does it, and 
him for it. This is the way you i 
for your dog; and this is the way 
make laws for you and me. They 
a man beforehand what it is he sho 
they won't so much as allow of 
told : they lie by till he has done 
which they say he should not have 
then they hang him for it. What ^ 
has any man of coming at this 
Only by watching their procee 
observing in what cases they have 
man, in what cases they have sent I 
in what cases they have seized his 
so forth. These proceedings they \ 
lish themselves; and if anybody 
lishes them, it is what they call s 
of court| and a man may be sent 
it. — Jeremy Bentham. 

What is Space ? — If space b( 
all bodies are situated in god, i 
proper places; then every single b 
in part of god, and occupies so mu 
dimensions of the godhead as it fill; 

If space were god, then god, 
the whole immeasurable, yet hat 
of parts, really distinct from es 
measurable by feet, inches, &c. e 
bodies contained therein ; and, ac 
this notion, it may be most pro] 
that one part of god is longer the 
part of him, and that twenty.five 
the divine nature, long, broad, and 
contain above two feet of solid bo( 
Essays by Isaac Watls^ D.D. 

The Believers. — I am not 
those tender and scrupulous cc 
who are over cautions of professii 
lieving too much: if they are sii 
the wrong, I forgive their errors ai 
their integrity. The men I am 
are the men who believe everytl 
scribe to everything, and vote for e 
— Bishop Shipley. 

Judges, — Whatshentleraan is 
the pench in hnr cowu, and her 
hur plack cap? Why marry (q« 
pan) hur is an old woman that 
nap upon her cushion, and then hu 
shewry her tream. — A Learned Di 
on Old Women. 
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i'OLlrV iwmi PRINCIPLE. 

^BE SOCLiUSTS OF ENGLAXD. 

" ttnnnt)' fS ibc iJMt Policy." 

lul 1 dralVi^oui BltentioD to the pcin- 

' pililiMoiiliy. anJ coDtiasleil i[ with ihe 

i: of iaiih. Tlie former I contended 

'' iti' (if Socialism, wheresa the 

".I has bean ibtongh all (im?, 

religion. By principle of 

I I".- clearly undentaod that I 

;'k- taught by Robert Owen, 

toceiv^ by all red Socialiau 

'i' Rtligumisl" van ilreamt oF. 

< » iddge is inserted, uiil I will 



■n vtbo any thHt 

in the balm foe 

II iiiails of moral 

i-ril. Like Ibut 

1., Ur. Sangrodo, 

]j1cb do^ eqa&lly 

■ime of tbe body 

Sonenidu, in nil eases, recom- 

||ijHeediDE Hul lou of cold 

^resqianiiiiids tliAt his jia- 

.,_.. Mpiaualy fanpticised aud 

btubOofhot raligioD. V/ben 

'' "■■"-•a (lied under his Ireol- 

■e glorifying themselfee 

a ^honld be openud, the 

it was the potii^ntH own 

it tbey only died bec-iu»? ihey did 

«tlgli, and did not hare enough 

fc Ba with the quackieh Dr. Ciuoe, 

'tctij well tliat ibanxaada Kufier 

lodcr his treatnieni, hat he iiaa- 

■ JKtt tiu^ fault of the physje. it is 

"klfct' people swsllow sjraieniB of 

M'd^nit every kind of luuiliiHun, 

^i|ill limy are bloodless by theii' 

Iraieiaiw^Oh no ! the plain liulh 

pl(nroftbie<i. the people haire not 

"UoOf ibay "^ '^ ^11 of blood, 

jlpjnfft^ wol in 'he c(u»« of God 




Whijs 



Now, when Mr. Berkeley, member for 
Bristol, spoke at a pubtio dinner of lbs Anchor 
Society, he quoted,' witb nany a bitter Hneer, 
tlie abore-meutioned saying of the Rer. Mr. 
Close, He (?tlr. Berkeley) ii. as sU politf 
cUns know, a Liberal Whig. Xow tbo Whig 
are very liberal upon occoiions, and when oui 
of office, it is not uncommon to find them tske 
rank amoug the Inlidels, and me that kind of 
language towards the churtb and its aup- 
porters, wbinb if said by any one else wheatwy 
were in office, woaMbo auawored by the 
Allomey^-GeDeral, and baa mado some 'jO^ 
their best friends regret that Ihey should ev«Ci«)~ 
be at the hebn of alTaire, makiog so fide an- 
opposilion and so conteroptibte a ministry,^ 

Mr. Berkeley ia. as before ooid, a Lib«pil 
Whig, and when not hamperral by his p*iW^ 
office, can speak out famously against the c«iK 
of thebigh-chorihparBons ; andmostfamoualy 
did he lash their sacred bidet upon the occa- 
sion referred lo. Upon ihat of tiie bon«l 
JUrrCIOfrf- l<e bad no luercy, ami L'ndeRroiirtl 
(Dsbow true religion would be Kirroglbaned, 
not weakened, by the ajiancement irf>]tnoH'- 
leilge, and a. ^eBeral diffation- of tdtleation , 
with many oi£Jt things eqOaHy popular md 
equally untrne. He waa of course rooifer- 
ously diiered ; but at public raeelbgs «»erjr 
one knows that faladiood ia far oftener, md 
more loudly, chemed than irnth. Mr. Berke- 
ley displayed abundance of tact and talent ; 
lauuched uis ^iccasma with terrible severity; 
but did not dislodge Mr. Close froui bia posi- 
tion, did not advance a ungle Drganient in 

maa is adraDoed in human knowl^ge |lie 
more ia be opposed to vctij^, and tw nftrn 
deadly enewy is be to the tmth.of (ioiL" 

My pmiaes of this speech may appMr ex- 
Iravagont, but really 1 cannot help thinking; it 
one of the miHt piaiattwonhy that ever Tell 
from the lips of 4 churchman ; having the 
rare, thi: very rare, merit of beiiig honest and 
true; 1 aay lurther, that it ia a. truth which 
ahould sink deep into, jour^l^^ 
you to M new and energet' 
if you would he known a^ 
than an vb«tiucling, pari^; if you « 
society ^ould progress instead of n 
and thai the liberties of our nwe shoi^d .b 
based upon the rock of truth, aud ni 
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ooDClugion dnlkaiblfl from iheae tkca, 
ihiti tiial ihs BpreBd of knawledge will in- 
l^iibly destroy all religians; whicb, aa tbej 
Bpring fron>,8otbey are pCTpwuated by, human 
fcllj. As to irut religion, or roH'onol religion, 
jl meaBB anylhiog or notbing. There are as 
naay Irur leligioaa as oonventicleB : tliere ia 
the Calbolio trui religion, the Proteatsnl (rue 
Tel%iaa, the Socialist true religioa, and no 
OHO koowa how many more true religions. 
There it but one science, one truth in pbilo- 
aophy; but tbers tre more Cmlhs in religion 
llwD (laya in tbe year or aainls in tbs calendv. 
Cburahes are divided into higb and low ; ao 
hara ve hsie bad a bigh-Fhurcb tnilh and a 
low-ehurch truth. lu philosophy we bare a 
llaDdanl bv which all oplniona an* mt-aeuied ; 
■ad all men of science joyfully submit tbeir 
•pioiooB, tbeir diseoTeriea, to the test of expe- 
TieBoe'; but there is no Btsodard in religion ; 
Sreiy crack-brained numskull sets np bis own, 
is hit own meaaurer, or is measured by Eome 
Rtnoing rogue, wbokuowa how lo nut hid own 
md other religious coats according to tbe cloih. 
Without the belief in a god, or superior 
powers, all religioaB would be destroyed ; it is 
tieeaUU! mai have a dread of, or bope for, 
4Mwtfaing beyond tbe grave ibat they set up 
religionizing. Vulgar selfifibness is tbe 

Divinity tbal aiSra tiitUo Uimu, 
And tbe religiotu aoimal in tbe direct ra 
Of his nligiouancas, is ignorsntly selfish, eki 
ra^ 'Brnel, and always eowaidly. If y 
would have men essentially, radically vicioi _, 
etreogCheo tbo religious feeling, und multiply 
load faiths ; stud Ibe counUy witli churches 
«h>pels, *nd ntonaateries ; open gospeUshopt 
in every street, and make gospel grindery the 
~ ~BE luor«tire of all professioas. 

WlMnver 6W et«cl& a hau&u of urayur, 
ThB Etna b aure to boHd a chapel Uicre, 



igoe can speiik no pen 
kind of teaching shows all the 
pHestcrart. If 1 write boldly, olbers 
, and tbe most populi 
. „ JReWspaper press are, I am bapj 
irrayed in deadly opposition to every 
fcind and form of religion. It ii really <|uile 
refreshing to rend aucb passages as Ibe fol- 
lowing from (he Weeklfi Bii^tch of Sunday, 
December fifitb, 1641'; — "We have hearts 
as bold anil spirils as determined as 
Frencb, and minds equally enligbiened emd 
elevated ; but our people are c1 ergy-drugged, 
they are atupiEed with the poison of fanaCi- 
ciim, and Ihis tinges and pollulas their minds 
<Hi all Bubjeols coanecled with politieal ii 
tutions ftnd social liberty, ci>'il or rebgi 






' pople, at' all UiiBg» 

I, and they grup w 
every opporcuaity to eacrifice any 
who has eiercifed il with a man'" 
denoe. Tbe aristocracy foster 
tyranny and ignorance, being well 
religious ireedom being eslablii' 
feclioa of polilical and civil Ii 
The upper classes laugh in their 
Idea ofmen being such fools at 









UbeU 



; IhtolBgjUl 



they cunningly reflect, ■ 
is dispelled, political libels will S 
delusion vanish alter delusion, ur 
abuse or imposilian in the state t 
longer held sacred." Now I a 
naming I have written, or ever er. 
in go bn'ond thii in condemnatioB oj 
18 teaching, or a clergy-dru^ed , 
The fooleries of religion are, indeed, tlM li 
jon of delusions; and with it will vanii' 
itbers, when, ds the writer justly Bays, t 
abuse or imposition in Ihu atale will suy Im 
be bold sacred. 

All religion, says a modern 
riler, is an edifice la the air ; 1 

csuKi rtdnced to syiteni. To li '' 

principles of morabty, men hav 
theology, of revelation, or gods ; they H 
need only of reason; they hare only Wet 
into themselves, Id reflect upon theu ifl 
nature, consult Iheir sensible intt 
aider the object of society, and o 
viduals who compose it, and the)' <n 
perceive tbat virtue is the inlereal, 
Ibe unhauDinesB of beings of iheirld 

::hing of Bound philoeopty,! 
We have need only of iJ 
mate men juGt and moral ; and need 
gioD, with its chimeras, abaurditler, ai 
lasmagoria. This is the prinoiph 
pbpTH : it was the principle of 9. 

If such be the tn '' 

if religion be this e 
most efiectnal measures sboald b 
deatray il ; and that until it it 
tbe human race cannot be virtuioiia, 6 
happy. This, I will presenU; 
Mr. Owen's opinion, whatever it 
1 will show from bis published' 
and writings, tbat his opinion digtii 
that without (he utter destracti' 
kind and form of religion, ool 

rational system of society could pi 

I have given you church authority lb 
principles, and I will now give B 
thority for Social principle. " IWi 
MoiiteB<|uieu, " nnni It pnvmt p, 
ur« puinir and fenallia; then a 
farm inotiiteri, Iheie ars geoi si 
thia has been the apinion of tbe W 
nations in aU times. The' 
ions held hy Mr, Owen, : 



e»penenc 









THE OBACL E OF REJiSON. 



■ mflUoni 



iftiag tbout bUviewB and abjecU 
ecHuaqneoce af Ibe trianDinji^, tima- 
poliay tiiBI he hu pursaei) ef litp. 
wridantij esteta] mmner in whi«h fau 
~~ eipeeu!!^ iluring the lait jrcar or 
-tad to soften bis eiprfsaians, >ad 
dove-inU in with reiiftiotis preju- 
., tan left maay of the " joan;; dis- 
at lb* ByB\eia" in doubt aa to wbnl 
I*! opmiona opoD ibeee matters mllj 
tiM, it has DoC entirol; mulo>d 

fvafe 19 in general tolarablj stroog, 
wh*n Ireatiog on the mamiaeriea 
' ' of Kli^an ; batwfaaa Mr. Owen 
_ Time, he woald beat me bU tho 
la nolhiag ia tbi; particular, 
'a t apoaimaa, the followiag from an 
I dalivored by Mr. Owen M the ad- 
i meeting at " the Cil; of London 
," Augiut at, taiT. "It may now 
i — If Ihe aew amiaigeaUiOla propoead 
XneeM tit the adrantoges that bnve 
ffbf have they not been adopted 
piMtiae, during all tha agei 
pasBed T Why eboald bo many 
mflUona of our fellow-ereaturea, 
I etA snoceflsire generation, have beea 
Sa% of ignorance, of auperetitioa, of 
degndttian, and of wrefchedDesa ! 
Bnda, k more imporFant (|ueslioa his 
r«t Iwan put lo the aoaa of men. V/b 
nr itT nho dart unsiger it, but wil 
In Ua bftod ; n ready sod willing vie 
tnMll taA to the emsacipation of th 
bOB iu long bondage of diannioi 
atee. and misery'' Behold that ri( 
1 this day — in this hour — eoen now- 
Um bondi be burat aaander, note 
I r^-oniCe while tlu world shall last. 
ba ooDMiqiiences of this daring deed 
I ta m^lf, I am as indiffermt about 
Iwr il ihatl rain or be fitii tn-morrow. 
tr mar be tbe eonaeqneoce, I will now 
: nr duty to you, and to the world ; 
mU A be the last act of my life, 1 
I wtil oontenl. and know that I have 
• an Intportsnt purpose. Then, my 
3 loll ytn, (hat hittierto you bare b«en 
ad hoM even knowing whit happincai 
I, M1.M.V m cniiifqiierice of the rrrori — 
fa n t -ri ni Aiti-i! been cambined with tht 
Mai tuti'nu q/" evtKV nligiaa that hna 
tbeen tai^fat to men. And, in conae- 
ftn ImTe made man the most ineon- 
^jaa the moat miserable being in eiiat- 
bs errors of (heae systems, he has 
weak, imbecile animal ; a funons 
, or a miserable hypocrite ; 
lalities be carried, not only 
Tillages, but inlo Paradise 
hfoufd be IIP longer found," 
■ft, bigotry, and superstition 
r liiire w often done before, 




St to forsf belit^' ig^ttnM 
UB carry the correct-aioded, eolMelm- 



tbe Btake , 

biine KTMehitlg inppy.' Tliereron-, unleaa (If 
unrld in oow prepMeil to rfitmin all ju trrenr- 
oui retipaiii natiinu, and to feel the jUBtioe npd 
nMesHt; of nnblicly aclmowledginK the mutt 
onUmiled reljgtaua fre«doni, i( iriH ht JUtllt 
lo end viltagei itf tmion and mutiuif at-tftn- 
tian ; ftr it will be rain to look on tbia elrtb 
for inhibitanti to occupy ihem, who cnii unrfar- 
itdiuf ^U' M line m the bmd af peaee and unilg : 
or who can lore their neigbtioaraB thenuFlrc 
whether he be Jew or Gentile. Mohamedan 
Pagnn, InSdel or Chrutian ; any relieion that 
creiltea one particle of feeling short of ihia, {■ 
I'alu; and muBl nrore a eursie to the whole 
human race !" You will, I think, agree that 
few thinga in tlie wny of ioreciire ea 
beyond 3iis, it is dignified, forcible, 
terribly severe. Its charaeter may be Bummed 
the word — niislerly. Now. 1 aak, and 
hnneat reply to the qoealjoa, 
are greatly ebiinged, bigotry 
leiis rampant, or religion less miBcfrietoua thu. 
in 11117 7 is tbers leu porerty, rice, an! 
hnman degradilion 1 Are iha poor belwr ftd, 
bfltlor educated, in n word, more happy, than 
at that period ? To me it appear* (hat felt- 
gions are just as miscbievouB, Byitema of tli» 
ology quite as absurd, and prieat* every bit 
fiirion*, as upon that very day. Now ai lb 
a rational syatan of Booiety is an impraetit 
ble chimera, in air-bnilt castle, "solely in 
oonsequence at the error* — gross errors — tbu 
have been combined with the fundanentit 
notions of every religion that has hitherto 
b«en tangbl lo man." 

If then BDcb were the opinions at Mr. Oi 
why are they not so nawt and if they 
why does he not express them with equal 
dour and boldness ! Tftere&v hangs a tal/- 
lon^ now to tell— wliiob, if well told, n-ill 
throw grent light opon the past proceedinga, 
■ position, and future prospects of your 
party — r party which shall not, if I can help 
it, dwindle into a sect, nor block op, instead 
of opening the way which leads to refomi. 



ihould like a 



It shall E 



.^ help il 



roe 



iting hypocritical time-servers, bnl bold; 
lest, and energetic men ; 
finally, be a rriigioui party, except in apita of 
~ ' eaaon -, far all religious parties are 
ifiH for the perpetuation of humbug. 
They begin, proceed, and finish in deceptinn [ 
and I tdl you in the very worth of your 
Faunder, that should deception, or the quali- 
ies which ic infalliblf gmeratea, " be carried 
lot only into the prOJ(Sl*fr«illage«, but inlu 
Paradiire itirlf. a PaiwcWr'-ltwU *' '«ngtT U 
/™«d." ■•-•-■ 

■"■-- r well wisher, 

CHARLES aOOTHWELt, 



THE ORACLE OF REASON. 



IS THERE A GOD ? 

"Tetoo, bdiererl of incMdtblc ereedt, 
Whm* fWlh oubrinei Iht iooiiiie™ nhic 



Brnoni 






PioPLE often inugiae sucb droll things iLat 
tbey cuiDOC tell bow ifaey came by their 
thaughtB. The taek HDuld be difficult but b; 
na meana rmpossible, to trace tbeBti wild cou- 
ceplions to the early aaBoeiations of infanov, 
wbeo.BsMeKlier bus well remarked, IheirDUracB 
were tbeir tbeologians. Tbe poet in tbe above 
lines would carry us among tbe orienlala as 
ibougb Bucb vagaries would be frozen to dcalb 

Mocanna'e fierce followers, or tbe frenzied 
£re worahippers, where our wonder is more 
likely to evaporate aOL-ing that the air is more 
rarefied than here. A sly fellow is Tom 
Moore to carry us abroad to coatemplata that 
wa leave at borne. For when wa arrive there, 
tike poor Selkirk, 



We leave our country when we need not leave 
OUT streete in order to see religious Nimrods 
gone mnd. 

Setting aside all argument upon tbe exist- 
ence of a god, some persons with, an almost 
enviable aasnraoce, claim evidence for the 
dogma upon the ground that a supposed alli- 
ance with eternal powers ia flattering to bu- 
msn raai^. " The ideal or fancied connection 
of man with the powers of tbe universe ia 
alwaya'an exalting reflectioa" said the autbor 
of Mammon, one day in our beariDg. This is 
proceeding upon tbe plan of the seducer wl 
flatters in order to ruin. This species of coi 
plimentary speciousnesa ia continually uaed 
supply tbe place of reason, and he who won 
destroy or, more properly, impeach (be justness 
of such a course is indostriously cried d 
as one who degrades bis kind. We will 
first however premising, by way of exordium, 
that the promise of prateclion and favour 
from the gods to tlie obedient and devout hae 
been in all i^es the chief sugar-plum given by 
priests to stop tbe voice of the chudren of 

•. If tbe deity be, as the author of tbe Eaai/ 
inuoi'di o Scimce oj Consc'umsnest contends — a 
"spiritous old man in the clouds," tbe dig- 
nity of our alliance with him is somewhat 
questionable. Allowing bowevec with Young 
that he is a " great god^d " — the cost of sup- 
porting bia retinue among us ia more tbnn ten 
millions of pounds, which at tbe rate " poor 
!. devils" in Leeds bave to live and labour would 
nave all tbe destitute in tbe empire from death. 
Aacb an alliance as tbis, it must be conceded. 
ia moro expensive than flattering, and leaves 
HI wiseacres in the condition of those who 
beggar themselves for tbe sake of respectable 



impany. Again, there em be iw mSg ■ 
honourable alliance except bettreen (jMI 
Wben a superior and inferior unite hr ~ ' 

and haugbiiness, sycophancy and sob 

are tbe consequences on one side and ,ll 
penalties oD the other. Has it not alwa 
been so with man'a fancied connection wilha 



„ . King and slai . . 
nation are the well known items in the hilUi 
alliance. Further ; depeodenoe 
whoever he may be, and whoever may il 
culcale it, meana non-dependence on ynri 
selves, which is fatal to all independence, a 
dignity, all virtue. It will be ask^, doet ~ 
the fattier demand the submiasion of ibe iild 
No wise or generDus father does, for bolb- 
unmeasurable loaere thereby. Henoe A 
good philosophers in modem days hare Bmi| 
to remedy the liability of aucb mutual ' 



sntioned is to foster power in tbe baad* 
those who have abused it in every age of 
world \ and besides it extends tbe odi 
favouritism and partial peniianahip of ki 
and courts among all social relationaluiB 
destroys the equality of men, the first piim 
of all true liberty, and fosters fanatioismi 
that most odious spiritual pride wfaiob'< 
ever spread like a pestilence, cursing i 

There is one view, among many otbeit, 
important to be overlooked with regard to '■ 
question. When men boast relatioiuibips 1 
natural to inquire into the kind of bong 
persons with whom it is claimed. Sorae ■ 
ciationa are deteatable and degrading. V 
is this? If not positively questionable it 
more than suspicious. " fh^ dispensat^— 
Providence," says observing Arthur ' 
in his Travela in France, " seem to have f 
mitted tbe human race to exist only as 
prey of tyrants, or as it baa made pigeon* 
bawkaj" which goes very lar, if human ju 
ment ia worth anything, to impugn the hi 
volenCB of a creator. Ajid, while Bf 
cruelly and iojuatice — the late Brialol earn 
tion to wit — is sanctioned by his name, «| 
honesty is a rcproacb, uprightness i^aw 
the want of " experience," integri^ prooUr^ 
as "ra^bnesa," and duplicity, hypocriif, 
Tillainy, tbe certain and only fulgaM 
public respect and regard — the infmor 
logically certain, whatever it may be 
giously, that god either connives at dec^ 
Dt sleeps like a dormouse in tbe bum 
Astraie, Should common sense walk nf 
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world; looking on fat and gorgpouB 
ng ia splendour, or lolling on dovm ; 
Je mdastry, merit, and worth, pining 
f, clothed in rags, oppressed, disre- 
ad dying in despair ? Humanity and 
18 are doomed to differ about his 
of goodness and mercy ; either he is 
)d for want of power, or benevolence 
his want of kindness. His character, 
insettled as far as consistency is con- 
oust be seen by worldly wisdom 
divine spectacles, before anything 
tsting of in the way of the assumed 
ip can be discovered. Granting he 
trary, who are his allies? men whose 
ndeur exalts and ennobles all human 
•atlases of intellect making the re- 
plausible? No; but creatures who 
mparison with beasts, whose religion 
cowled, or folly systematised. Such 
of familiarity and relationship with 
^ reminds us of the sorry scamps 
e philosopher Bins found supplica- 
leliverance in a storm ; " be silent, 
ndrels," exclaimed he, " for if the 
you here we are gone instantly." 
, and such like reasons, do we demur 
lelf gratulatory souls who bias man- 
ranity in favour of the supernatural, 
;ic fiiils to establish any grounds on 
ian rest. We shall be told, no doubt, 

u* jobbemols can never climb 
» comprehend the true sublime. 



te neir Tarakm, diAnM fitun any 
i imported, with all due humility we 
t. Thus, when mankind look no 
iroagh priestly glasses, " darkly," 
see clearly that conceit, imagination, 
I prejudice, answer like echoes only 
lestion we ask — " Is there a God ?" 
not have been left to the nineteenth 
liaa to argue, were it not that un- 
nedulity has left people so impene- 
oonvietion, that the very pickaxes of 
Aftke little impression on their sculls. 

G* J« H. 



Y OF REGULAR GRADATION. 

NO. VII. 

, I repeat, no absolute line of demarcation 
one organism and another ; they seem all 
Bed up<m the same general prmciples, and 
Ivon^out of the same identical materials. 
it has been maintained that man is com- 
divers inferior organisms, or at least, that 
I throiigfa them in uiero; but this is not 
nw.*'— -Lecture on the " Study of Anatomy," 
(AS Kino, M.D. 

pling the continuation of the above 
e present writer is fully aware of the 
I attending the task he has under- 
Hh as relates to the subject itself, and 
pODWtanoe of his following one so 



vastly superior as a writer to anything his 
ambition would lead him to hope 'for. And 
the only reasons which induce him to be thus 
venturous are, that for several years be has 
entertained the opinions treated of in this 
essfiy, and was led to believe, during his 
acquaintance with the late editor, that a strik- 
ing similarity of ideas existed in the minds of 
each in reference to it ; which circumstances, 
in connection with the interest it has excited, 
more especially with the female portion of our 
readers, renders its continuation advisable. 
Still, lest the public may be led to expect too 
much, the writer would beg leave to say, that, 
until the present exigency, he has not attempted 
to systematise his ideas, and arrange the facts 
which he has met with ; and whiUt he hopes 
for their indulgence in the event of triiing 
errors, he shall be happy to receive strict and 
candid criticism from any parties who may be 
searching after truth. 

The theory of a regular gradation, or the 
change of one mode of natural phenomenon 
to another, without supernatural interference, 
is in direct opposition to the almost universally 
received opinions of all countries and all ages ; 
but more especially to the various cosmogonies, 
or world-formation theories, which, as a first 
principle, contend for the comparatively sud- 
den and perfect formation of the earth, and of 
all modes of matter possessing the property of 
increasing from within out waraly, with oi^ans 
for that purpose, and called organic, or 0(gM« 
ised bodies ; differing very materially, inlSis 
particular, from stones, crystals, 6(c., which 
are simply an aggregation of atoms, forming 
layers or plates externaliu, and not considered 
to grow, in the general acceptation of the 
term (excepting by a few persons), but rather 
to incretue. 

The, to our minds, narrow views of the 
religious world in relation to the important 
principles involved in this question, woiUd 
appear to be the inevitable consequence of 
man's long infancy, both zoologically and 
socially considered ; and which, even in the 
present advanced age, prevents the acquire- 
ment and general application b^ society — as a 
result of its calm ana unprejudiced considera- 
tion — of the facta which form the sciences, 
every one of which tends to the conclusion, 
that the inherent properties of "dull matter," 
as some bright portions of it have designated 
it, are good and sufficient to produce all the 
varied, complicated, and beautiful phenomena 
of the universe — however numerous the dif- 
ferences in other spheres may be in addition 
to those of our own (which expressioft of 
opinion, according to Mr. Grace Smith, prOrr 
secuting counsel against Charles Sovtbwel^ 
is, we presume, blasphemy'*). For believing 
matter to be infinitely extended, to be infinitely 

• See Trial, p9« IB, 
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divisible, and capable of infinite combination 
or arrangement of the particles — we see no 
reason in flying to snpematuralism for an ex- 
planation of the ultimate causes which pro- 
dnee the results we witness, such an appeal 
xoATitably increasing, and not lessening, our 
difficulties, making 

Ui rather bear those ills we have. 
Them fly to others that we know not of. 

A very common objection to this theory is, 
that, " Granting, for the sake of argument, 
the probability of a gradual change from 
simple to complex in the organised world, up 
to &e present period, how is it, seeing that 
the same properties are still possessed by mat- 
ter, and are eternal, unchanging, that we do 
not see instances of siMntanMut fonnations of 
men and animals now, which it is asserted took 
place at one time long antecedent V* 

This, as it is supposed, insuperable objec- 
tion, we will reply to before proceeding fur- 
ther. In the first place, then, we do not 
contend, in order to support our theory, for a 
spontaneous, unforced action (to use Walker's 
definition) by a portion of matter at any 
period ; but, on the contrary, are of opinion 
that those particles of matter which formed 
the first organic body, at the remotest epoch 
in the world's existence (supposing it not to 
be eternal), were compelled ^ by the then condi- 
tion of other portions, to take that form what- 
ever it might be ; which form continued with- 
out change, so long as the circurastsnces 
AtTOurable for its development in the first 
instance remained the same, or were not 
changed sufficiently to materially interfere 
with its existence; that it adapted itself to 
alterations in the surrounding circumstances 
which were continually taking place ; and, in 
process of time, resulted in a form so distinct 
from the first, as, without the intermediate 
modifications, to warrant the supposition that 
it never could have been pi*oduced from, or 
had any connexion with, it. These opinions 
it will, from time to time, be the object of the 
writer to show, are based upon generally 
admitted and indisputable facts. 

Secondly, that it would be equally reason- 
able to inquire, why ignorant, savage man 
does not make use of the appliances of civilized 
life to increase his comforts, and secure him- 
self from the vicissitudes of his nomadic life, 
without his first going through the various 
changes incidental to his progress to the con- 
dition occupied by his more advanced brother, 
as to expect matter to change from molecular 
to the most complicated organic form, without 
first taking the numberless conditions we know 
to be intermediate between those antipodes. 
For, as in the inorganic world we have gases, 
fluids, solida ; so in the organic — very simple, 
left nmple-— eomplex, more complex, &c., which 
gradation is contmued, to our social condition : 
TB 



for we have our birth, influicy, sesa-i 
our maturity ; and with states as widi 
There is a universal principle in ekiil 
gradual, never-ceasing change ; andtte'. 
notion that man forms the last link in a 
which will never be continued beyond 
the consequence of interested teaohmj^ 
have kept men listening to opinions, inil 
examining facts and drawing dednetioiis* 
the reason which obviously presents ittiV^ 
man has not undei^one any extensive 
alteration since his residence here is, 
change of sufficient importance to aidai 
existence as a species nas taken place la | 
condition of the elements by which he has ^ 
surrounded during that period, and which i 
could produce such a result ; but that he 
at different times and in diffisrent '^^[■^ . 
modified by circumstances will be sbowal 
future numbers. 

Thirdly, that supposing matter to liaf«1 
in a con(Ution at some period to proflnoaj 
feet man, independently of any oAer f ' 
tion (which, as we have explained b< 
do not imagine or contena for), it doM 
follow that it should be in the same oMftf 
now, because its innate properties^ ai« 
same; else, by a parity of reasoning it ~" 
urged, that inasmuch as the ichth] 
plesiosaurus, pterodactylus, and 
diluvian animals, once lived" upon thi» 
which was then eminently fitted for 
existences — one of the strong argu 
for our theory made manifest by geol^ 
that it must necessarily- be in a conditicff 
support them now, although it is well 
such is not the case. Again, would it not) 
as reasonable to demand, whv it does 
produce granite, micha-schist, cnalk, &C., 
as well as at a previous period t The 
of experience and experiment sal 
shows that the earth has had iu changes 
progressions ; and what is true of the f 
must be true of the parts, and vicb iwras. 
Another strong objection still remains: 
the supposed possession of an immatsrw ^ 
ciple by man ; which, if true, cannot be 
result of material influences, and entirely 
throws our position ;— of this we will i 
next week. W. 



A VOICE FROM BRISTOL GAOl 

Thursday Morning, Feb. S, IS 

Dear , 

* * * I am allowed, by the rules fbr 
Class Prisoners, to see friends in my omA 
three times each week. The hours for' 
are from 10 or ^ past 10 till 1 2, or 
The days, Tuesday, Thursday, and S 
All here has been very unsettled, ift 

Suence of mine being a peculiar caae, mi 
rst of the sort known in this firiM 
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. «f nj Mil witfaoot 
«M no objectiou Id nij 
y«ii own or uij one 
pleu*. Tlie ganmoT 
. ead dl I irrite ; bui the 
.HeMpatb, mformtd me tb»l 
■ iriih, nor thM of his brothar 
lo d»W the rcia IDO tightiv, or 
\f fetter uy mind. Hs iitdod, 
~ig written ufainst the CbriBtna 
, would be stopped ; but this, o( 
hM liinder uu from writing nny- 
'aenecuble ; bo tliit the SociiUiats 
jg nwa mo sow and then. Should 
or Baoklud's writings on geology, 



liTCil JDUra, and couldn't drink my 
I m; bit V! iwncake for joy. It 



die 



,Ipro. 



Will (1 



ifdiatelff. 
of ball Cat 
(], Anodier public moetieg, tlist's 
De ulive, but be cnreful to 
none- I^ing to itt: how you pro- 
3 jou can't. I'ell the noble army 
(bit their kiuil aympatliy makca 
Rtbeo of imprisonnieDt. Let me 
mday, 1 thall bavu been four 
. ; fata dedocled Itom fifty-two. 
tf-ti^t. Come, we lue gomg or 

ionataly yours, 
C. SOUTHWELL. 



r.r— When we coolly eiaisiiu 
Ben. we nre surprised lo find, thxt 
iA tb^ regard as tliemoet eu 
I U note uncommon thin the 

gnent uiScient to diacovei 
ITUtfaAj to raJBGl the moat striking 
«id to be ehocked witb palpable 
u. We hnve an example of it iu 
geicAoe rercied in all time« and 
bjr die greateat number of men; 
t^^atd su the moat important, 
' ' ' indiapeaiable 

Indeed, witb 
principlBB, npon 
pretended adenca is founiled, we 
to acknowledg:e, that these prinoi- 
' 'neon testable, are only huzardout 
imagined by ignorance, propa- 

wouU jrenUy oblige c' S.'s frionils, b; 
k M Mr. HeBieriiipon'i, 'Wine OlBce 
ttritl: omnotqataUngthBciHsunntaiiM 
nudi} usepteble, uii meet »itn Immc- 



^ted by nthaalaiim or kntveiy, adopttd "im 
timid orednljiy. precerred by ouiiom, wUab 
nerct rnuolu, and meied aiHely beeauae km 
uniieriilood. "Some," aay* Monngnp, "nuka 
the world think that they b«1i«V« what tb^ 
olhprs, in greater number, main 
9 think lliat they believe what ibfy 
do not^ not knowing what bslief la." 

word, whoerer will deign lo oonault 
n aeoee upon religious o|)ini[))i>, and 
bealow in ibis inquiry the atlentiDn that it 
Lonly given to objects, we preaoma to- 
leresling, will easily perceive, that thaa 
opinion!, have no foundgtion; that all irii- 
' on edifice in the air. Tliai it repi«> 
eTf ry country, to the different natiooa 
of the earth, aa\y nmaocea void of proba- 
bility, the hero of which [a bimielf compoaed 
of qoalitiee unpoerible to oombine; that 
'in name, exciting in all hearts reapoet and 
ear, ia only a vague word, which mm hara 
anlinually iu their mouths, without being 
iblfl to affix to it ideas or qnalitiea, wbiob are 
lot contradided by (beta, or eridently ineoti* 
latent with one aBOlher. The idea oT ihia 
being, of whom we bare no idea, or nlbcr. 
■' word by which he is designated, would 
ta indiaeieDI thing, did it not canae in- 
Lenb1enT>Eesiti the world. Prepoesessed 
witb tbe opinMiii, that this phantom ia an in- 
rea!!^, men, inalMad of oonctuditig 
im iti incomprebeniiibilily, that tbey 
lound fo regard it; on tne cDntnry 
inler, that thev tamnol auffioientlj meditate 
upon it, that lh"ey must contemplsle it without 
ceasing, reason upon it without end, and nerer 
' aigbl of it. Their invincible ignetuioe, 
lis Tespeat. far from disconragiug thun, 
atee their curiosity ; inatead of potting 
n upon guard againsl their imagination, 
ignorance renders them deciaire, dog- 
matical imperiouH, and even exasperates theoi 
againatall, wbo oppose donbia to thereveriea 
which their brain: haTO begotten. What per- 
plexity arises, when it is required to soWe an 
naolvableprobhml RestleiameditJitionaupon 



tmftti. 



impoaall^le to understand, in whuh. 
, lie thinks himself much ooncemed, 
annot but put nan in a Tery ill bamour, and 
iroduce in bis head daogeroos transporls. 
-et inlereat, vanity, and ambilion, co-opemte 
ver so little with these dispositions, and ao- 
ciety ranst necewarily be disturbed. This is 
the reaaon that so many nations hare often 
been the theatres of the eitrar^ancee of 
aenseless dreamers, who believing, or publish- 
ing their empty apeculationB as eternal truths, 
have kindled the entbnaiaam of princes ai 



people, and nrmed them f' 



opmions, 






■esented as essential lo the glory ol 
the' deity, and the happiness of empires. In 
all parts uf our globe, intoiicsted fanaties 
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tai men u & duly, the grektnt crimes, ind 
eheddiqg (orrenlH of blond. For whatt I'o I 
BtieDgtliPii, support, or propHgite tbe imperii- ! 
Beat coDJectureEi of some entbuBiaats, or to 
give vtiiaitj to the cheats of >onie imputora, 
ID tbe nsme and bebilf of a beinE, who eiiata 
ool; In their imsginslioii, ud nao has nude 
iiimself iQotrn only by the rsTages, disputes, 
and fotliea he has oauaed upon the earth. 
Fierce and uncultiTBtiid natioD?, perpetuallf 
■t war, have in their origin, under divera 
DUnee, adored some God, conlomiBble to their 
ideas; that is to say, cruel, csmitoroue.BelBah, 
blood-thirsty. We find, in all religious of 
the earth, a god i^ armia, a jealoui god, an 
mmiptig gnd, a dfttroying gvd, a god who is 
pleased mth camage, and whom hia norship- 

a, as a duty, Berve to hia taste. Lamba, 
I, children, men, heretics, infidels, kiugs, 
whole Datioos are sacrificed to him. Do not 
tbe lealoua serraots of tbia lo barbarous g«d, 
evea thbk it a daty to offer themselTes as a 
sacrifice (o bimT We everynhere see mad- 
ineD, who, after dismal medilations upon their 
terrible god, imagine, that to please bim, they 
mnit du themselveB all poaeible injury, and 
inflict on theroseires, for hia honour, ioTeoted 
lorments. In abort, the gloomy ideas of tJie 
diviaity, fat from consoling men under tbe 
evils <M life, have ererywhere diaquieted and ! 
confused their mitida, and produced follies 
destTDCtiTe to their bappiness. -^ Preface to 



free mind. Men keep back their opini 
leave the Geld to a few, and iben coa 
of the monotony they tbemselvea make, 
the majority of men tan be indaced U> 






enlal c 



will n 



A Minote's Advice to the DminESr. — 
M*oy persons will express themselves freely 
ID one assembly, who will say nothing in 
another; loud m the country, silent in the 
lovn ; confused at home, unembarrased avray. 
Why is all this? — one would Chink that truth 
was the creature of custom and place. Per- 
sons auhject to the variation of feeling al- 
ways pamful, to which vte have made refe- 
rence, ehould remember, that though water 
will boil at different temperatures at different 
elevatioDs, cooviclion, like msthematjcal (heo- 
rema, if true in one place, are true in another. 
All individuaJIimB sbould fade before truth j 
we sbould forget ourselves in its contempla- 
tion, and, like Demosthenes, contrive that our 
bearers forget tiie speaker, and the reader the 
writer, under Che influence of the subject. If 
satisfied of the truth of your opinions, do not 
vary with the locality you occupy, but freely 
let ibem be known. It you think your views 
are fully spread in your new sphere — a com- 
mon apprehension— be careful you are not 
Bsauming too much ; all men are esBentially 
different, have of necessity received diffe- 
rent impressiona ; and your ideas are likely, 
nw, certain, to vary from all other persons. 
All reflecting men repose on th<^ir own views 
— bold tbem independently. As action is 
tbe first element, of oratory, eo confldence;^ 



from samenesa, but 
ment nt the variety. Difference is tbe d 
ter of comparison ; and legion tbe motl 
every great truth, it being always ind 
from Dtini; facta. 

A Few Woima to the Siirasr, — II 
Important duty n-e owe Co aociety b 
press, an all proper occasions, our thai 
Bat it is often difficult to induce perso 
do so, who, nevertheless, aoknowledgi 
truth of the foregoing propositloD. Tlis 
may be reasoned thua : If I believe my ' 
to be auperioi to those entertamed tj 
other person, I must feel ambitioas to 'at 
tbem ; but if I do not think so, still sht 
freely eipreas them, that they m^ stn 
fall, according to their wortb or worltiSl 
Ail opinions ahould be freely laaudttj 
ocean of the world ; tbe storm of it^ 4 
laugh" will never wfeck tbem, if tra 
their cai^fo — if error only, the soona 
sink the better. He who fears to spet 
thoughts, proclaims three tbinge ; eitba 
he has no confidence in their correotneis 
his own abibty to explain them, or that I 
on baikd a stock ef laaitj xbicb be I 
henjis may be mortified. No person i 
hold opipione, of (he jusmsss of vrbiefa ' 
not pfifectly aniiTed; and it is eriilt 
withhold from Kociety that which innild 
fit it; and to feel mortification or anno 

inquiring mind. It is to suppOSS'oni 
infallible, not to be prepared for the ezf 
of our mistakes ; and to abrink Itoa 
exhibition, is lo be secretly in love with 
while we profess to be searching after b 
G. J. 
LeojII. Rei,iGioN._-It is not neeeasaiy 
lawyer, who conducts a prosecaCion for 
pbemy, to be religious himself, in order 
conaistent, it is quite sufficient tbU be 
lierea in the law and the projili.' 
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GOallESPONDGn IS. 

dly auictuici limit ofpa 
,' OWD, if poMtif/le, wflid 



Frinted fay G. J. Uolyoike, 179, Bcoonj 
SheBelii; Mi PnbU«li€il tor him by 
BookKllcn. 



iiluriaj. Ttbruarj 19, 18«, 
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AT DO THIXOS SEEM 

TENDING T 
cnOiQdnBtlc. Bud Ubariona traiU- 
IHeUpbynios of Aristotle," Tto- 
Mlnewnere Temsrks tbat tbe 
bb'b miDda, ia modem iap, it 
eillj the ^sbionftble pmcticB of 
m M sunply nnd plainly, th&t 
irflecu grapple wilA Dearly all 
betler, he CQnteads, tbsl 
moud, aboald be conoealed | 
dut JBgenuitr amy be duly eier- 
Ms uduoovering il. Sacb reaioa- 
yingeiiious, bat oot to our liking. 
It ieems ui>laE:oua to that of 
intft, irbo srgus for tbe 
dUIMB of crime, beeauae 
It our Chribtina rirtae. 
oOe, liien men were so full of 
rtetiee was of little repate, biil- 
«ere useflil, peindTeninre. To 
L ^ho lovo jargon becauas il 
% and irrite uniaCelligibl/ of 
■Dg no dJstinCl and nntural idet 
■nch worfbiee myatery U like 
'Srtm of evil deeda, a perpetual 
, .oi^aaulMkiD. But DO one csa 
■ tfibit or modem times ia moat 
liM, W Gomplelely so as the ver^ 
MCbsUlily could deaire. In tbu 
^piwple tlo not stop nt bidden 
MTfUUt read aa ibey run, or ibeji 
K alT. So Djattei-or-fact is 
MTi Ihftt s[Hrit, like rlcbei, boa 
wiDM W<d bis fled away. Indeed, 
it^ETOoflr persunded, at leaat na 
pasiDaui of our pemoaion can be, 
(a tmj togBtber. PoTerly has 
^^Meftoiier. .Want has mada>more 
i iO««cliing, of late days. Gospel 
iCUem did lery well bjgetber, u 
ilsi ind rubicund-noBEd paraoni 
krirt Kli » cruat, Bio-e!j/, ecvit i 
rent doim well, in apite afsILtbat 
in la Qie coDlrary. But Chr ' 
firflat, feopU soon die upon, 
" OS and lalieving oEoera c 
ly testify. WSen tbe godly 



good Btlendomca if certain ua rent 
day. When bod feeling 19,10 be «lined 
up (ilwsye plenty in a cbitpei, b^inw tb* 
people are originally depr]iTpd), the Cathulieit 
Id be hated, Hxtvnted, extmniimted, 4II id 
(ungible. CatboUcB can be seen, felt, bundled, 
tec, all vbicb relate to matter ratbtr ihaa 
cpiric, and ibia proTei tbe uDt<piriiua1 prnp^U' 
Mties of piety, when the opposite is auppwut 
In early agea manlrind scraped, or thoiljlM 
tbey did, which ia nearly the sslne thing, xml 

Iaabilance witfa tbe spfritaal. Iguotiato 
mystery Me ever twin siatera. Soim- few 
n saw cloarly ibe reality of all things, tb6 
gibility of matter, and the mnieriality of 
ad. Tbe nomber* have increaawl, bnt 
siowly, because knowledge, if not lik? Siiy- 
pbua, has often shared tbe fate of Promtrlbi'ua, 
chained to tbe locki of auperatilion. nul 

i lit) eked at by the vultnrea of theology. Know- 
edge, means familiarity with Ibe knaW- 
able, tbe aienuca of which are the veuteit, 
thingB oiily having the power to operata (b 
laes. With tbe Mogressofknowledgftj 
, and spiritual things, base evaporated 
like ether poored out in Ibe BUnbeame. Sucrid 
it ia true, would conlniot an ac- 
quait}tance with the apiriluaUaing-^the e&r- 
veftcenc^ of pbilosopby-^tbe Bmoke, IVot th^ 
Ibe, of common setise. II ia thi: loryieni of 
progreaaion. Like the scboolboy on the froMy 
morning, its every step forward is two butk- 
wSrds. Its re fin mentations require a ww 
language. A wag ooce accounted (or Iniag-. 









idward lr«ing*( vie 






ld«|I^}ri 



So tboac who will tak* 1 
and attempt to mix them into 1 
make a very Tiiah and Scotch compoutHl, 
which might more properly be tolled medley- 
ism, than aawed Socialiani, or anylbilig el«w 
Matter is mysterious enough witllout toln^ 
enreloped in the fogs Of spirituality. We 
wont a clearer not a denser mcdiuc. Nc tear 
we sball go too rightly. The world feels tbis. 
I The love of tbe tanaible is the tendency oT 
the times. Poets will legwt. \iii4. tas. »= 
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do not aae mhj ibey ihoold. Tbey ue rbe 
chUdien of naU^ widioiit knoTring it. B 
poets " mtut Maud down ; ibni cme will c 
coma on to-daj." We lure to do witb t 
men of the world who ua not, nor erer -w 
1m, poetical. Let the panper-wreteh pic 
before tbe panion-nugistrate for leliel-^l 






all > 

p BjTnpBtliy betwe« 



Bupematun 
:ed at. >[i 



(in 

and erer-loriag apirit) are moelci 
anil, all fire, nuIiH to bia bead; bia bn 
bnnta in ^ony ; bis heart ia an iciete, and . 
of the itRnwrtal Boni is dianed to the gloomj' 
poTer^ — the poor-honae — 



Lord looUnt: down in hi> dieamf. 
Grim Death sits over big [iillet of straw, and 
the angels who cbitj him to Abraham' 
boioni ue they who ing hia carcass to (h 
doad-houee. Id the contemplation of euc 
Boenea, adoration is stmck dnmb. Religio 
dies a natural dealb, or " hj the Tisitatiob c 
god," as the verdict would be, and Faitb, lik, 
Uad in the aea, sinks down into the deepetl 
IS of unbelief : the refuge, the welcoi 



a poor old * 



Aldeiman Kelly, tLi 



to tee her for the last time ; see my nakedoesE 
and rags (stretching out her gaunt witbereu 
and bony arms before the court) ; father 
mother, brother, sister, children, all gone ; I 
bare no friend lett but god, and J begin to 
tbink he ia rather hard upon me in my olJ 
aje." Misery had done its work ; grouiullcs! 

Cty was expiring, where it evidently bad 
n most tensciously cheriahed. The Mus- 
eulmnn is not more devout than the true 
Catbolio ; nor the boa constrictor more ftii^U 
in its ciusblngs than is popery in its influence 
on the reasoning fsculties, but suffering teaclji-M 
lessons where reason could not impart Irutb. 
Hear the Rev. Mr. Heame, a Catholic ptii^ttt, 
" be stood by the bed sides of thousands of 
poor wretches, oat of whose mouth neill 
be. his eihortatioQi, prajers, cross, nor eru 
fix, could prevent t£e words of blsaphei 
fmm escaping." This should teach priests, 
that when they lay their paraJising hands 
knowledge, they should banish misery, 
both are mighty potent teachers of the van 
of faitb. " Facts most be the progenitors 
theory," crv modem moraliata. Hence thei 
prodaction m support of ■ 



Leaves of the lontl when lu 

are waitiiig to follow in tt 



. Others, E 



and the waniinga of hopdeH anC 
oredality ia in ila r^gfct deolinatiai 
philosophy of " thin^ oi ihei/ art," ii 
mg its oulminatiau* 

The just shall live by&ith, said 
rhapsomst, bat forgot to say hsu- 
infonuation that would be moat in' 
lese Cavanagh times. Not only 
3t live by faith, but iaitb itae 
Faith," says Coleridge, " witbc 
pies (on which to Eronad it) ia bn 
ing phrase for wiUaljwsitiveneas o 
bodily sensaliou." The demand 
banks of theolo^ for these "prioe 
been so great of modem times, tb 
able to meet them j and, unlus i 
l/Hcisia issued, are never likely. Th 
not in spile of fate, that being an im] 
bat in spite of ianatioism, ia on 
Piety is DOW felt to be, what the 
few hure ever seen it, the bmnil 
degradation of the masses. It is mi 
poeitirely miacbiavons. To prove 
useless, some may thi^ going Uz 
~~ pnidsnt people, we should not 



coin in this' cold world from the p 
brother in Christ, by the soft rhe 
heart-moving tale. You might as n 
to go to heaven in the cbuiot of 
Iwiat a rope of sand. Go farther: 01 
meat is Christian — tbe laws are 
(hence theit merciful care of diabe 
what did tbe millions ever obtain 
piety from tbeii mlerg ] Tbey may 
to turn tbe hard and obdurate bear 
political Pharaohs, " What matter, 
song says. Goals are built ; tbe pt 
'— itrengtbened j swoida are sbarpM 
iwer, these. For any other relief 
oppression or additional insult, yo 
well bore for the centre of gravil 

Simblet. Well, what of all this 7 ' 
lese are -mj matler-of-fact times, 
all things ahundontly show. Tbat im 
rauses are silently and surely wes 
froBi auperstition ; are showing ho 
ment to the Mukiwvm bos mesmerised 
snd that many beacons point to nat 
alpha and omega of human bop 
Atheist has caught the spirit of the I 
is marching on in the Innit of the 
- seem hastening to that bonn 
happy traveller returns to the i 
disquietude, suffering, faith, and foil] 
mourtlfbl reflection that man's path 
sees should be so dismal. That thi 
of superstition should so lay proetral 
reason, tbat ages of suffering aboul 
i|iiired to stimulate its exercise, i 
liopa that its gradual grawth bel 
lengthened prime ; that, like liw na 
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•clf-exuicni,* out] its aunliiKKl 
M we Bre lending to tbose liap- 



I «cs mon ttatfi niUte Imd bthold 



'ct'r'H. 



0» REGULAR GRADATION. 



KoiuiYmte, 



with Ilu) pledge gJTen in oi 
r, we ahiU proesed la ooneidi 
^^la irfijectiiiiiB opposed to our theoiy 
ifficuncy of inatter lo produce uul 
•Htoua modes of existence, or what 
Gklled the nnturol 
s. Tins objectioD 
□nlMieu bj mnn (acaordiug lo 
of atl fi)nm of animated nntare 
to others), of a spirit, a soul, the 
r nbBtraction — a some- 
sametiiin^, and batieiiad 
sot nnderBlaDdable, which contraEs 
1 leudenoe in whieb it is located, 
net Its position and condition in re- 
el objecls and tlinga. Thia.what- 
be.isnol maleriul, we are told,' 
I ; matter if soinetliiDg,it8 opposite 
word nitliont a type ; slid thin 
■ometliing is mill lo be superior to 
•nble from it during life, though 
iig of ita naturt). All atlempta lo 
Its immattrial problem inrolves a 
nrditiBa.the Iraigth of which is pro- 
■llie time wasted nponti, a dilemma 
K of its adTOoates hare never 
of tl 

Sk 'that it ia 
obJectionB to, and sbow the 
Dotione, when it requires so 
of real knowted^ to detect 



,t teut I 



ihrtt great dirieions of 
diis induSnability ; 
19 «anSne its poaseaaion to 
n con£ne it to animated 



1 beliere erery panicle of matl 



AU matter does 

t Ihin. iberefore .10 matter can do 
B is jiK ^ much reason in (Bia 
s there Tv^jd bo in asserting, that 
ktter tn ceriiji conditioas, as etonea 



and metals, is not oapab 
iihq^ent for plants and animalf. no mattci mn 
bo ; and inasmtioh ob aome conditions of 
matter iire injurions lo animal and vi>get»ble 
life, all conditions mutt be. Oh, do, thay wilt 
say, this ia not fair nrgumenl, oUr experience 
tesohes the contrary ; if, then, tbejrare willing' 
to talifl experience as their guide in ihis par- 
ticular, nhy not ia ail others ; and where, we 
would uk, is the existenoe of an immMerial 
principle demonstrated, or where can they 

"er to similarly oleftr and eoncluBiTe rewons 
those which an presented lo us ia the 
opsrntion of matter upon matter foF-the eui- 
~ ' ment of life T But, again, in coDlending 
the ezclnaJTe poBBssaion by msa of thia 
lateriaJ, immortal principle, simply hecHiue 
he feels, tbiuks, aud poseosses the power of 
abstraclJDn, these followers of blind gajdes 
overlook a fad, which like a wall of adamant, 
protects the philosopher from the fooleries of 
raiths. If ihe posseaaion of sensation, reBec- 
tiou, and a power of Bubsec[Uent action, or a 
will, be eiidcncea of the presence of aught oM. 
matter, but above matter, not subject 10 mat- 
is of progrGsa and decay, ia con- 
Ih form ; but moreover capable of 
existing when matter ia no more — feeling, 
Ihioking, and acting eternally — then must aII 
animals be possessed of this never dpnf, 
unchanging, eternal principle. 

For, that the inferior nnimals (as they are 
illcd) have their perceptions, refleetiona, and 
determinationa aa well as man, the "paragon, 
ily proved ; hot iho following extract 
from Hume will, for the present, suit out 

Xsa : "It seems evident, that animals as 
.9 men learn many things from eiperi- 
nce, and infer that the Same events will 
Tollow from the same causes. By this prin- 
iple they become acquainted wilh the more 
brious properties of exlernal objecta, and 
gradually, from their birth, treasure np a 
knowledge of tlie nature of Gre, wnler, eartb, 
Btonea, heights, depths, &c. and of the eSects 
which result from their operation. The igno- 
and inexperience of the young are here 
plainly diatinguiahable from the cunning and 
sagacity of the old, who hare learned, by long 
observation, to avoid what hurts them, and to 
pursue what gives ease and pleasure. A horse 
aceustomipd to the field will not attempt what 
eicoeda bia force or ability. An old pey- 
hound will Iruat the more fatiguing portM the 
chaco to the younger, and will place Mrnadf 
meet Ihe hare in her doubles j this 
sagacity ia founded on obaervation and eipen- 
ence. This ia still mCFre evident from the 
effects of diacipliae and edocation on aoimala ; 
who. by the proper application of rewards and 
iniahmenta, may be taaght any course of 
tion most contrary to their natural inatinctK 
—id propeiaitiea. Is it not experience which 
renders a dog apprehensive of pain, when you 
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ueaace lam., or lift up the whip to beat him? 
Ifl it pot ttxperieiice which makes him answer 
to his name? It is custom alone whieh 
engages animals, from every object that strikea 
their senses, to infer its usual attendant, and 
carries their imagination from the appearance 
of one to expect the other. Bat though ani- 
mals learn much of their knowledge from 
observation, thej derive also much from the 
original hand o£ nature ; which greatly ex- 
ceeds their share of capad^ on orcUnary oeoa- 
siona, and in which they improve little or 
nothing by the longest practice and experience. 
These we call instinett," 

If then feeling, thinking, &c. be evidence of 
immateriality, and immateriality of inmior- 
tality, the soult of animals will exist in a 
future state with the good Christians, uninter- 
rupted by the wicked, who will then have 
ceased to trouble }. for the ** Jew Book," as 
our beloved friead. Chahles Southwell called 
the Christians' hobby, says " where much is 
given much will be required," evidently in- 
tending the converse to be supplied by the 
reader, which in our opinion is confirmation 
strong,- that ** brute beasts'' will go to glory> 
and the ** yahoos" only to the devil, notwitn- 
standing a totally opposite conclusion in ano- 
ther part of the same veracious authority, that 
the brutes shall perish, but which it does not 
suit us to take into consideration. Ag^in, if 
the thinking principle be an emanation from a 
gbd^jWe and undefiled, which is asserted; 
how uit we have no evidence or experience 
of the fact, derived from our observation of 
the uniformity of conduct of the beings possess- 
ing it, and their agreement respecting the source 
from where they have derived it, its nature 
and properties ? On the contrary, every one 
o^ thi^ supposed possessors have different ideas 
respeotiig it, some believing it to be one thing 
and «ome 'another, some saying it resides in 
this place and some in that,* and some denying 
its existence altogether. If it be said that 
this may result from the difierences in the 
medium through which it is made manifest; we 
answer, such a reason is not valid, seeing it is 
contended that the immaterial principle is 
superior ta matter. That varieties in the or- 
ganizations which it inhabits cannot affect it, 
must be clear, because it forms no part of 
them. But we cannot spare more time and 
space in exposmgthis folly, and must leave 
our readers to look elsewhere if we have not 
given them sufficient. 

Next in order come the- advocates for the 
immaterial principle in all animated organisma, 
who are for extending the benefits of hereafter 
to all fleshly houses without distinction. To 
this class, mostly Deists, belongs Sir W. 
Drummond, who says that god is a spirit or 
intelligence, which, however is not material, 
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* Bee Oraole -of Beatpo, J^o. 1, 



being nothing so groH u body, but) 
B^sterious manner enters into aH bodi 
ing no liking for dead ones. So that^ m 
to these philo^phen, god is m ever 
thing, he being the eternal and infim 
and of course out of eveiy dead thinj 
ligent matter only being the resid 
deity. But as these reasoners admit 
matter is not living, per consequenc 
must be dead and without god-; whi 
account for the singular inconsistendei 
parts of matter inhabited by this w 
god. Ip one quarter of the globe we fl 
nghting for one notion of morality 
another for quite the eontrary notion: di 
are in arms for a president and nen 
king, there for Mohamad and iKre fiir 
they meet, blow out each other's biK 
cut each other's throat, allowing the li 
of god to escape by thousands, and 
about, ready to pop in, at a moment'i 
to the quarters preparing for them 
organisms in embryo. And unless we i 
there are always plenty out of empl 
we can readily account for what wn 
stiU-births, bemg caused by the empt 
the immaterial market at the prona 
or perhaps by its ooming too Hte, fo 
nature never hurries nor waits, and 
ment lost can never be recalled. Tl 
is equally absurd and devoid of-p 
the first ; and all that may be urged a{ 
applies equally to the other. 'It is tfai 
of an attempt, on the part of certain 
men, without subjecting themselves 
odium attaching to Atheism to esoq 
the imputation of stupidity or dishon 
adopting Christianity. 

The third and last opinion — ^that ev< 
ticle of matter is possessed of the cog 
immaterial principle is very similar to 
Zeno, the founder of the Stoics, who I 
in one god, the soul of the univene, t 
ter of which was the body ; and that 
united formed one perfect animaL ] 
our minds this conclusion, granting tl 
and-body-principle to be correct, is p 
rational and legitimate. For if the i: 
be composed of particles of matter < 
which possesses properties or prinoi{ 
segregation of which, under certain fbi 
call, animal life, intelligence, &c., the 
the whole be one great mtelligent anin 
asmuch as it is all life and all intel 
combined widi all body. With this vJ 
must consider man, and in fact all am^ 
parasitica], as vermin infestmg the <w 
the great beast. But this notion v^ ^ 
diated by our modem hair-splitte^i ^^o. 
they reject as ridiculous tlK ditiiie- 
thewy, and still contend for ^ pnn^P 
dowL, have to explain sP^'ent absa 
equally as great. For**" ®^6>7 P*rti 
matter be aMooiated -w** <» powewed 
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hmnBterinlily and Tegular 
^^_ . _.. 1 bri^flj remart. Immale- 
^piheiple of intelUgence sepanite 
nrdretf n vOTemiBg mind ir the 
it wBtiM Will >U form: and con- 
UBr we denied, nai wliieli are 
pU the lawi he is aaici to bare 
Met-ualstied to matter at eome 
^neot lo bU own exialence. To 
» the tbeoi? of the etemiU of lual- 
[tiaScieDCy lo produce tfae results 
I* intaQigeDve- The Ittter opmian 
""i tiw /oruier upon failh; it 
— -"—■1. of folly vtnu, 

w.c. 
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If _*^ prison lias just infornied 
It itBVityta ge'af ceitaio papM 
**--1j>- Oi-piele ef lUamn, and 
" ***'_. r*"' 'boy urn not dd- 
■eacM. I '•(ill write reBpocting' 
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time, iDd 1 moTp Oiat it do i 
oonrae «uth waggery can only be Indolged ia 
trader ihf voluntary Hystem; birds fn enget 
are Jml os littje able lo flf, u ihongh that 
winfB were dipped. Ifi thfc dull place even 
aermoba, tbe most Etupld and jioor, ire * 
relief, no art being bo diflUinll to a prisooet u 
tbat of vnting time; How I envy ihe Imioin 
vrraf\i wTio so Mtlerl* cotDplaiited tint '■!» 
never knew the contfort of a bed: "The 
moment I go to bed." ^d ^he, " I fall asleep; 
and tbe tnEtant 1 awake, I am obliged to got 
Dp." Philosopbew have written fine diitijui- 
aitioDa upon time ; some bave said timu U Ae 
most Tolonble of all tbmgs ; otben, more pro- 
found ot captious, say time ia iiathlne at iill ; 
some say time passes, otLera declare that !l i« 
we wbn paan • but whether it is time y^asea, 
or we wlio pass, I often wish flial [i were 
gone, or that those, who "help the torf," 
would let me go. Had I faiib, as a gtna of 
mnslard seed, Id holy legends and ghoatljr 
tales, there wouTil be many crumbs of comlim 
forme and all the inlKratH,' fbr tbe imfinr- 
istied in apirit are to inlierlt the kingdom of 
heaven, tbo mourneis arc to bo comforted; 
besides, affliction is i3te bodge or mark of 
divine grnce, da it Is said, whom god lovelh 
bB chastMeUi, &c. I am also iaformed, h/ 
those nbo nre in tbe secret, that it is a part of 
god's plan to make the rich richer and ths 
poor poorer, which, ft must be ean&ssed.. 
pricFits, who are servants of the moat high, 
do nil they con to carry out. To them it is 
given to know "tbe my^terlej of heaven," 
id they teach, in the name of god, Oat 
wbcnoever bath, to him shall be given, and 
1 sbatl hare more abundance ;" ta which is 
added, what is even more snnitiaing, (bat 
DBoever lutth nut, from him shall be taken 
away even thai he bath." All things are poB- 
sibie with god, bot, htimanly speaking, il is 
qaile incre£ble, ttiftt aomelbiDg abould bg 
tak<en away from tbose poor devila who haven't 
anyihing. All this is aolid comtbri for dooc 
' illmiri, but Ibr poor Atheiati, it is lighter 
isn vsnity. Blessed people are these, wbo 
can be ao oocnpied (or Uie cue of tbe W)ul,a» 



THE ORACLE OF REASON. 



to bd \iiift£fected by wbM ptaste^ia the bodjr.| 
Who, aa1c8 tiie poet, 

Can hold a fire in his hand. 

By thinking on the frosty Caucasus ; 

Or wallow, naked, in December's snow. 

By bare remembrance of the summer's heati 

I answer, at once, that I can't. I have tried, 
aereral times, to fancy myself at liberty, and 
enjoying the society of my iriaids, but can't 
§ar tneiife of me ; the prison's gloom is not 
mistaken by me for the mil blaze of sunshine, 
nor can I« by any effort of mr imagination, 
fancy myself very comfortable while wallowing 
in misery. The romantic Odawan, in Col- 
man's play of the "Mountaineers," when 
straining his mistress to his breast, exclaims, 
" Oh) plunge me deep in Etna's smoky gulph, 
and I could wallow calmly in her fires, Uke 
lazy shepherds basking in the sun, to hold 
thee thus at last." A great deal must be 
allowed for the enthusiasm of loyers, but if 
the majority of them were thrust into a cold 
gaol for a year or two, it would cool their 
courage. In Yorkshire, the unwashed have a 
saying, that though their masters may make 
them work, they can't make them like it ; and 
this kind of spirit, so antagonistic to the 
Christian, is strong in me; for though the 
Bristol worthies haye succeeded, to admira- 
tion, in punishing me, they can't make me like 
it. Nothing but working a miracle would 
enable them to do that ; and, as the days of 
miracle-working, like those of chivalry, are 
gone, why, there is no sort of likelihood that 
tiiey will convince me, either that all is for the 
best, or even for my own good. When the 
apostles worked miracles, and showed so many 
signs and wonders to the Jews, who would 
not see them, "gold and silver they had 
none." But things have greatly altered since 
the times of Peter and his colleagues, for their 
successors have abundance of gold and silver, 
but oan neither open the eyes of the blind, 
cure the sick, or cleanse, by heavenly magic, 
'.'-.•^'■uiy kind of leprosy. My paper is exhausted 
vith' this infinite deal of nothing, so good-bye, 
but neglect not this advice, don't be quite so 
" rash as fire," and we shall meet again, some 
time, doubt not. May it be shortly, for " mine 
eyes desire thee above all thirds" 

C. SOUTHWELL. 



FIRST EPISTLE 
To the Second Priest of the " Oracle,** 

Edmburgh, 15th February, 1842. 
My dear Sir, 

The Oracle, No. 8, is before me, and really 
it is a good pennyworth. Beal information 
for the twelfth part of a shilling ; how unlike, 
in quality and charge, the utterances of the 
Oracles with which priests have had to do ! 
If this be a specimen of what the work will 
b9 under the new management, the persecutors 

S6 



win find that they have takai wsOm^ hf 
motion. 

Nothing, in my opinion, is more ealn 
to put a stop to these protOcatioiis, wbUi 
txfy the maUgnant tendency of reUgion, 
under its best forms, than to give the c 
and magistracy to understand that tiisj 
kill us. Let us tell them, and show I 
that we won't die ; or, father, that if wc 
not achieve immortality for ourselves* wi 
for our cause. If, when they chop ol 
head, a hundred appear in its jdaoe, 
will soon find it a losing game. The ■ 
think of the '* don't-kMrt-lheir'fedimgs'' a 
of some good sort of people, the put-iip 
tt, Ue'down-Hindrdie policy of men who «i 
the name, without having the spirit, € 
formers, ^e more convinced do I beoa 
its inexpediency as well as dishonestfi 
are certainly not to go to Bome to pal 
pope's nose ; nor would it be justifiablB i 
to exhibit the ferocity of John Knox, 
with his followers, entered the sanctuax 
the Rcnnan Catholics, by force tore down 
altars, destroyed their magnificent edi 
and trampled on what they esteemed 
sacred. But, if the pope^ of Rome fltzi 
make me a slave to his spiritual deniotii 
is my duty to resist, and that right i 
ously ; if any religionist speak or wri 
favour of certain doctrines, it is my dii^ 
non-religionist to insist upon the rin 
speaking and writing in oppositicm. And 
ever shrinks from this his duty, ought to 
heaven at once, because he is not good ei 
for this world, and because he falls sb 
the dignity of manhood. Latitude ni 
guage in ceneral is, doubtless, convenif 
shirkers, inasmuch as they would hide 
cowardice by calling it prudence, and oc 
their want of public spirit, by pretendii 
extraordinary charity. That course oi 
duct is the most charitable which wi 
most good. 

Yours, sincerely, 



THE EVIDENCES OF CHRISTIAl 
DISPLAYED; 

OR THB PENALTY OF HONESTY INTRBNIKEC 

CENTURY. 

Often has religion, with appalling (^ 
stridden the murdered form of hum^mtjr. 
too fondly has the hope been ente'^^'OOT 
knowledge and civilisation had driven it < 
regions of blackest night, its «rthj4«se 
most congenial home ; but *, "^ again 
tured forth, strangling tru*^^'*^^ fieree h 
aild,' in the name of a o'^* chasing ho 
from the world. Starg<* «*!™P*»» baa 
havoo, the Bonnera -** christiaiuty hay 



^nwtnte before the priests. 

t the medium of ihe public press 

I bave b«en made bmuiHr witb ibe 

lite editor of ibia pper. For the 

' > oommoD ri(;bi, at least oua com- 

Clirisctan porlian of aoolety, via., 

lisliii^ bii opiaians, be baa been 

(welve montha' impiisooment uid 

£10a The bible-believer pro- 

tiok for binuelf ; every tme Pro- 

la the rigbl of priTSte judgment ; 

U aad speak iLeir Tiewa, uid dA- 

beliefa itpoa all mea, wbelher 

not willing (u receire tbcm. If 

inld demur to tbem, hie Toioe ii 

le dungeon, and his acnipleB re- 

tbe sword. Ciiasi.es Soutiiwei.l 

ad opioioDa as honestly formed at 

ad Mtbey are entertained witbaut a 

■obablj mote no, Lilie them, be 

nd hudibly proceeds to impart 
plaiEet hia proota, not above the 
Itrilfain ibe composi of human rea- 
power to spread them, and, 



at intriasic worth, lays tlieia 
le feet of truth — to be oirned or 
they may merit. How ig he 
bis sentence answer. Yet irom 
for irbich hi« prosecutors profess 
S regard and fear, nill they nke 
^ - ■ - ■ fl, "Of one 

■erved, like 
f^ tof-guards, for parade, not ac- 
e, whila every pulpit re-echoes 
poeslly cant of " dearly beloved 
Tinly the truth is coming home 

toolc pUoe in Bristol, before Sic 
Q, wlio has be<^ styled a " satnra- 
bpUed prejudices and luid eccen- 
ivbo has long demanded removal 
■mcfa," The prosecuting counsel 
tedt^ " aa excessively nealc and 
■D," M PuAIicoJu truly remarked. 
felt diSt into these bands the ' 

nen" by 



■ose drawing attention to the most 
liy speecb of the said Mr. Smith 
cession. A critic once said of the 
I of B certain great man, that all 
r rales of cbaraclerisation were set 
hj ihem. So of the learned coun- 
BQ of chiisliaiiily ; to describe it 
impeMible — truth and falaebood, 
leanl neverwere before so stmnge- 
ded. Tbese traits are so conapiiu- 
may read, as the "Jew 
the neccsaity of 



Ibe case, we must oomuant upon ft, Analy* 
I would murder it. Heterogenily is (u 
ime. It is in keeping with aothing but its 
relcbed and imbecile object. 

He first infonnsd the court that Mr. Soirm- 
SI.L did not stand there 10 deny or palliate 
tbe libels he was charged with havmg pub- 
lished. This alone should have omviaeea the 
atice of placing a man at the 
his fellow.men for his honest 
waa also a high eulogy on 
those principlea, which could sappoit a man 
~- bravely defend the right in Ihe teeth of iu- 
stice, power, and certain piuisbmcut tor bis 
inesly. Oa these oocaaions, men, with rare 
id honouiable eicepliona, sink into slaves 
and crouch far mercy ; hut uafliachingly to 
I, in danger, the opinions preached in 
security, was not more new to tbe law than re- 
freshing to the world. It brings us back to 
the days when men dared to think and speak 
" the teeth of death. It was an assurance 
t all manliness was not swept from the 
earth. This opeaing remark (how Ihe jury 



I wba runs may read, 
itr— and so, from ib 



intared the rash remark: ■' He (Sonlhwell) 

iserts the right of all men to discuss and 
publish their opinions, upon uU conceivable 
subjcsts, without restraint ot tesponaibility. 
Bat tliert u a gnal Jallatti ia iht luiunijilkiu 
of lucA a right;"* verifymg the remark of 
Cowper, that some men 

Where Dihan tnil with phllonphlc lone. 

VUjigv Rt your bciu 
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that there would be an end to 
of legal onit religions iniijuilv. If tUe poii- 
tion taken by Mr. Smith, really needed a se- 
rious refutacioa, it would be found in the fltcc, 
that while men are denied this right, they 
must be bvpocrites ; and nothing more need 
be said of that "religion, law, order, and 
happiness," having no other foundation than 
dnplicily, and whofo corner-stone ia hypo- 
Next waa adduced the standing argument 
of the supporters of all abuses, namely " that 
mental liberty, absolute and perl^l, would be 
licentiousness." No tyrant was ever asked for 
the smallest privilege who did not declare 
this bis reason for non-eompliaace. In the 
tepuhlie of letters, should the world over see 
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iML ORACLE Of BEASaK. 



oUBf flrath Will be tbe first nd pecpeted pie> 
Mmt, and merit alonawill be exalted and 
benoiied* ThaCpersoiis whobave solitUeof 
it as counsellor Snitb, tbe judge, asd serf-like 
}vaj will be treated as aaental inTalids Ibere 
ie no doubt; and tbat the imquitj wbicb de- 
mands tbeir pzofeasion woold be removed tbey 
know* The name of a god, tbat pretext fyat 
all enomities, was, as nsual, invoked to jnstify 
tbe posecution. The jury were assomed 
itapid enough to swallow it, which, to their 
everlasting disgrace, they did, and a new in- 
Amy was thereby stamped npon ^ ehristi- 
ani^^. 

Then, Mr. Smith, kind, careful toul, would 
extend hit fatherly protection to the press. 
The press, the light of the world, the " se- 
cond ark" of mankind, of which Ebeneser 
ElUott has sung so gloriously, but for the re- 
straints of the law would exceed all decorum 
and shock all Mr. Smith's proprieties i It is 
the boy wanting to lead his father. Tbe law 
should be tbe child of the press, and will be 
J9L Is tbe imputation to be borne, that tbe 
giant pkmeer ef civilisation, the nurse 
mother of morality, is to be walked about 
with leading strings held by legal libellers ? 
Are we to be told by bribed maligners, that 
it is tbe alcohol of immorality, making drunk 
all wbo drink at its fountain ? No it has 

Holy light within. 
And every form of grief and sin, 
Will see and feel its fire. 

Mr. Smith seems the embodiment of orig^- 
•nal sin. The poet, Campbell, once humorously 
afirmed, that be bad nothing original in him, 
but original sin. This might be believed of 
Mr. Smith, without hb confession of it. He 
might be pointed to, as the incarnation of 
depravity of conception, who looks out upon 
the world as on a great gaol, where slaves 
fillMMbp and down, and adore their keeper 
tbnMjI^rfear of the rack, and do homage to a 
tynilfl^ before which they humble. Exalted 
eonoeption of humanity ! He sees no love 
leading to kindness, no nobleness indting to 
justice, no honor, no morality, excepting that 
which is the foroed oflfspring of base-bom 
terror. Our servants, apprentices, &c., will 
do nothing for their superiors ; and all man- 
kind, like so many comets, will run wild 
through eccentric orbits, but for the restraints 
of religion. No other, and no more fitting 
use, can these gentlemen discover for religion, 
than that of keeping slaves submissive, and 
servants obedient and dutiful to their pastors 
and masters, and all set in authority over them. 
It is never expected to influence kings and 
bishops who, locust-like, feed oo the gx«en 
things of the earth. Nobody ever dreams 
that it is to guide the conscience of the lawyer, 
whose soul, like the merchant of Burke, lies 

™ jjjs money bag, and whose love of religion 
So 



and morality ia alwayi on tha dd« o 
better paid brief. " 

According to tbe torgiiiMiit, f hii ilidi 
and all-easoitial restraint ina ftmnded a 
^sar of a god and a devil, wbicb must f 
fore be protected ftomi doubt by the jn] 
tbe^aol. Holiness, then, is founded on 
gobuns. Piety, not on love but fear. ' 
Hben. is justification, new and ampls, 4 
assertion that our subUiAe and sacred itaijftf 
were concocted merely to terrify, aad 
preaching it a trade, encouraged only to^ 
people, who ought to have been traw 
morality and educated in virtue. 6. J 
(To be Cmthmed.) 

UuTITAniAinBll AND THE DeLVOXj— Afl 

lating friend, wbo seldom emplovs aaj 
interpreter to the bible thaD tbe.*?« 
Three" being asked bis opbiite ef :tliMi 
replied in a manner wonfa^ oC Juiiify^ 
tham, " I think it a great waste of i 
which might have been more proAab^ 
humanely employed in quenching bell In 

The humanising Efficts or CShubiu 
—The Rev. W. Hoales, in bis "Memd 
Mr. Chubb; or a fuller and moie h 
account of his life. Writing^, Charaolsf: 
Death," published in 1747, after nm 
without the sligbteet evidence, tbat C 
was addicted to the most abominable'' 
declared tbat be would have bis tt 
and that of every similar sceptic, iikMe 
being decently buried, " Dragged by a' 
round the neck to* a gibbet, where the 
man, after having cut out the heart, pi 
out the tongue by ihe roots, and chopt 
the right hand, should bum the wbol 
fire made with the works which be wroft 
his ashes being throve into tiie air, 
execration and contempt, would make all 
who bow the knee at the name of Jmd 
up their hands with Joy and great gladtuu. 
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JE SOCIALISTS OF ENGLAND. 
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1m«) of Mondi^, the 7lh 
le remiuka worthj of aiicmion ; lae 
in aUudlng id a pnmplilGt tate[y prinl- 
Krii, by GenGml Ciaa, which trente of 
jfionnoir pending between iLiscountrj 
leiioa, Tespeoling " the rigbt of search, 
a, " Of course a political writer is quite 

to hU opponents such moIiTea ss 
indeia Ibeir ncliona clenrly evidence. 
ar Le does so in a spirit of^trutb, it is 
trt to judge, oat for him to proclaiin; 
7 will Qol be piejudiced in his favour, 
bg that before, ond nhiist muking hii 
ion, he does nut msufully take up such 
B as nCtnchca to iiia position, but trice 
CT himself by a disclalnier from the re- 
slilf of a auggeatioa by wbjch he jet 
intends to [ireoccupy the mind of the 



"I 

led an ■' opponent" of your party, I 
ku in taking my preseut com^e it ia 
pot^ible I ehould encape auch a charge. 
«m far lesa aniioua to ward off auch a 
than to do you justice. Either in a(- 
' or defeoding panics it ia difficult to 
rictly la tbe line of moderation. Could 
ly to you all, ond exactly whnt I think, 
ersuaded that no sane man among you 
take offence, but to conwite ia one 
o execute anoiher. 

Iras admirablo advice of the Grecian 
It ndvice few indeed know bow to act 
tla one can deny that " (be mcsn in 
■■ ■ ■ ifely determine 



the r 



i. the I 



■ither t- 



exactly what I feel and think with regard to 
jour parly — unlikff Klillon, of whom it waa 
said, that such was the mHJeity of his genius, 
that tbe English language Eunk under him. 
I inrariably tind ibat I sink under tbe lao' 
gunge. In writing to you upon matter so cal' 
culated, however carefully dealt nilh, to per- 
plex and irritate, my condiiion reminds me of 
a little Scotch friend of mine, «ecrelary to a de- 
haling Eocioty, of which I was a. member, who 
would someUmea attempt lotunke a spei'ch,bul 
aflcr sundry miacarrii^ea he at lengtb cim- 
didly said, that getting up in the midst of so 
many friendi literally frightened the ideas 
out of his head, hat he added ten naively, 
"could 1 only say what I ^i^iltilvhen I am 
aomctimea crossing the road, 1 c«uld make ■ 
speech with the beat of you." The weakness 
which I do not feel when comballing the 
common enemy, 1 attribute to tlio excessive 
anxiety I feel not to ho roistakcn, but to con- 
vey to your minda the finiple naked truth and 
no more ; and I candidly confeae, that could 1 
entirely succeed in tliis jiarlicular, 1 should b? 
careless about the good or bad opinions of an; 
individuals or partiea. No one can tliiuk 
more lightly or evea contemptuously of vul- 
gar applDuec, but few are more ambitious cr 
luld moke larger sacriGccs to obtain the ap- 
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cbarncter, 



the end itself, know- 
; Ilia words of a modem writer, that 
it so niucb action that stamps the 
as character tliat stamps Che ac- 



1 am by no means desirous, while making 
"accusations" against the policif of your party, 
to shrink from the iiiiiidiiiin which may attach 
to such conduc^ at the same time it is but fair 
that I should provide against mi^takea, and 
" ipeak by the card, lest equirocntion should 
undo me." I know the folly of Hltempting. 
or rather expecting, to please all men; those 
who are over eolieilous to do fo much, will 
probably succeed in doing very little, and like 
the poor old man with his ass, receive no 
other reward than scorn and deriaion. Hiv- 
ing therefore determined to take the strictly 
honest course, I an prepared "manfully to 
tnke up such inviiliiaa as allaches to mj po- 
sition,'' nor will I attempt to " shelter mjieif 
by any disclaimers from tho responsibility of 
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any fmggestioii by \7bich I fUthly intend to 
jM^occupy yoiir minds." As all inuendos, 
parables, or dark sayings of any kind, savour 
of servitude, and would never be used by tbe 
really free, such modes of expression will 
here be avoided, so that no man shall have 
the power to say, I wished indirectly to con- 
vey that which I dared not openly proclaim. 
And here I may allude to a sentence in a 
former letter, with a view to guard against 
misapprehension. I there state, that in " all 
that relates to thought I call no man master -" 
but standing as it does, it is calculated to con- 
vey a false idea, an idea it was never intended 
to convey. It is true, that in all that relates 
to thought "I call no man master," but it 
should have been added, that I accept thou- 
sands as friends and instructors. I am op- 
posed to mastership and discipleship, but no 
less opposed to arrogance and presumption. 

I have long been an ardent admirer of Mr. 
Owen, and to the best of my ability have de- 
fended him from the coarse, assassin-like at- 
tacks of priests and their emissaries, but my 
admiration never degenerated into idolatry, 
and I hope that I shall never so far dishonor 
myself as to prostrate reason before any hu- 
man idol. Not a few of your party are mere 
Owenites, who puff Mr. Owen up as an 
oracle of wisdom as well as of reason, and 
have instituted a species of man-worship. It 
has long been my opinion that the worship 
either of god's or men is a pollution of our 
humanity. Mr. Owen exercises great influ- 
ence in your party; and as regards the attain- 
ment of certain inferior objects, perhaps a 
salutary one, but if you would march towards 
the largest measure of freedom, he is a 
stumbling block in your way. I do not hesi- 
tate to amrm that Mr, Owen's connexion with 
your party is fetal to its progress in just ideas 
and the noblest practices. It is usual to flatter 
Mr. Owen, but I have other objects than that 
of pleasing individuals. There are few men 
who can resist the poison of flattery, and Mr. 
Owen is certainly not of the number. Flattery 
almost always acts injuriously upon public 
men, but specially so upon such susceptible 
natures as Mr. Owen's, who, with rare bene- 
volence and most astonishing perseverance in 
the cause of suffering man, is seemingly with- 
out his own knowledge, lustful of power, and 
strongly, I may add fatally, inclines 

To rive his little senate laws 

And sit attentive to his own applause. 

This opinion is not set forth in spite, but in 
duty; for, as regards Mr. Owen, personally, 
I have no quarrel. I think that no man of 
the present generation is at all comparable to 
him, in the essentials of a truly great and 
good man; but he is not infallible, nay, of 
fate, he has manifested weakness, and dis- 
played ineOttsistencies of a most glarmg and 
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pernicious character : and I must insi 
Mr. Owen puts forth claims to being a 
tical man/' and the only rational one ; 
is neither warranted by his conduct 
ties. Mr. Owen has been called by € 
astic admirers, " the greatest lumina 
ever rose above the political horizon,'' 
if we admit, I see no reason why men 
fall down and worship him. But I 
admit anything of the kind, and am ch 
opinion tbat Mr. Owen, though well q 
to point the way to a new and superi 
of society, has no notion how to bui 
science of morals. He sees a few trut 
only a few, and mistaking them for al 
he sets to work with a perseverance 
does him honor. As. a friend once said 
"A duck's leg is not a duck; and 
would expect it to lay eggs would bt 
pointed;" just so with Mr. Owen, he 
a duck's leg which he mistakes for a dd 
is always on the look out for eggs. 
Owen were content to moderate niis 
sions. they would not be so often chal 
but tne most friendly cannot stiflle dii 
offensive displays of excessive egotisn 
sides, as my object is to infuse fresh bio 
your party, and make i^ou acquaint€ 
the true state of your affairs, it is esseni 
you should be undeceived with re( 
Mr. Owen. I wish to show you thai 
but a man like yourselves, and not i 
god, as some would seem to think bin 
Owen says that he is the only sane mai 
country, all others are grossly irrationa 
I only go one step further, and say 
are all mad together. We may safel 
down as a rule without exceptioU, that 
mad a little. 

When at Congress, I was positively a 
to hear some of the delegates pour foir 
flattery. These big babies were everh 
talking about "our dear father" doii 
and " our dear father" saying that ; 
their conduct was preposterous, and 
suited to the eunucns of an eastern 
than the members of a rational congi 
have heard of a monarch, who, bei 
fortunate enough to have a crooked ne 
a single courtier could be found with 1 
straight. Another suddenly determine 
taking snuff, when all his courtiers 1 
became snuff-takers, and nothing wa 
but sneezing about the palace ; and ! 
believe that Mr. Owen, had he put h 
awry, or begun to sneeze, would hav< 
his courtiers at the Congress equall 
plaisant. 

Mr. Owen was by no means averse 
" p<qnjsh trhk" of c^ing him dear fait 
Hstened to that and the most fulsome 
tions with great complacency and u 
delight. His ivhole m&nner ^sttobi 
minded me of a cert&iu French qua< 
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Nld to parade the atreets of Paris, preceded 
" a Uttle boy, witb pills and other cures 
all ditetues" The boj ran before his 
, crying', " My master cures all diseases, 
■ametimea death itself, for the small 
of six BOOS '" the master cpntenting 
by errery now and then pointing' to 
hoy and saying with great gravity, " The 

lecnfeas that my admiration of Mr. Owen, 
^'h. at one period was almost unbounded, 
auch oooled of late. Close contact with 
has cured* me of my enthusiasm, and 
||ven new Talue to the remark of Dr. John- 
ta, that men talk like angels and act like 
MO. Hia conduct upcm one particular sub- 
It baa given me great offence : I allude to 

■ attempt to teach bis "disciples'* what he 
nieaaed to term a " Rational Religion." 

1 aball take the liberty to consider Mr. 
l'b personal merits or demerits, in other 
I, my object now being merely to ihdke 
fidth in Sir. Owen's infallibility, and to 
against the idea of Rational Reli- 
flo, as most absurd in itself, and if not 
ipoaed will speedily prove most disastrous in 
|- consequences. It matters little whether 
[r* Owen's opinions and conduct, with regard 
I duB, or indeed any other question, result 
am what is called poucy or sheer ignorance ; 
V whether error proceed from folly or left- 
nded wisdom, it is always destructive to the 
lorala and happiness of society. The over- 
taow of snperstition has been for ages the 
jmd aim of wise men, and as to the cant, 
br it 16 nonght else, about all religions being 
iMnyed, except the true and rational one, it 
■Artnnately happens for Rational Religion- 
lli that philosophers consider all religions 
rational. They deal with them most 
iy, placing all exactly upon the same 
J. As to what form it may assume, it 
tty 1>e truly said, 

For forma of religion lot fools contest, 

I^Bne being a settled conviction in men of 
me, that whether it assume the Presbyterian, 
AaMantj Catholic, Jewish, or Pagan forms, 

■ whatever may be its object, crescent or 
iMH, one or a thousand gods, it is always a 
IhA weight upon human intellect. Mr. Owen 
ki latdy discovered that religion is a most 
.^MUent thing, if it be of the right quality. 
ft ihhors superstition, but Rational Religion, 
Atrehgion of charity, as he sometimes calls it, 
Mnothe dispensed with. As the parsons say 
tf player, it is as needful for the body as for 
Aewol. Mr. Owen never seems to have 
AoB^ht deeply upon the subject, if we are 
|>nBitted to Judge of his latest writings. He 
tta about Rational Religion as though en- 
My ignorant that a religion, like a revela- 
JBi, if jnoved by reason, would be destroyed 
■fie pxoof. •* To prove revelation by rea- 
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son," said Soam6 Jenyns, " is to destroy it ;*' 
undoubtedly, and it is not less certain that a 
religion proved to be true, would lose its re- 
ligious character and take rank among the 
sciences. Belief is the essence of religion ; 
knowledge is the essence of philosophy. Ms* 
Owen should have avoided the rock on 
which so many great reformers have aplit. 
He should not have made religion part and 
parcel of his system, but boldly drawing 
the line between conjecture and knowledge, 
said to the people, I will show you the way 
to peace, wealth, and happiness in this world ; 
but as to the next, je ne le connais pas, so 1 
leave all to find that for themselves. 

Your well wisher, 

C. 8. 



A BROADSIDE FOR CANT AND 
QUACKERY; 

wrrii A FEW hints to hen of principle. 

Mr. EnrroR — I've been to a hob-nob, a public 
hob-nob ; you know what a hob-nob is, don't 
you 1 So many legs under a table, so many 
heads over a table, so many hands clenching 
so many glasses, so many tongues wagging in 
concert, so many voices a-sboutiug, and so 
many throttles a-g^lping. I have but just left 
one of these hob-nobs, a very superior thing 
of its kind, I assure you. Everybody acknow- 
ledged the rights of everybody else, decried 
the ** vile and selfish oligarchy ;" the " up- 
start aristocracy;" the " landed monopolists ;" 
the " dominant priesthood ;" everybody said 
that everything that was said was the best 
thing of the kind that ever anybody did say ; 
and everybody vociferated for freedom of 
thought, freedom of speech, and freedom of 
the press ; liberty and equality for ever ! hip, 
hip, hip ; hurrah ! hurrah ! hurrah ! Gorging 
and sympathising must go together ; for how 
con we express a fine sentiment, except in a 
fine toast ; or how could a shilling be coaxed 
out of our pocket, except through the medium 
of our stomach 1 A sixpenny subscription per 
quarter for active co-operation, is a mighty 
call on our resources ; a couple of pounds 
per annum would be next to ruin ; there are so 
many calls on our benevoUnce. But a feed, oh, 
that s quite another thing — any range, from a 
couple of shillings to a couple of guineas : 
" Oh yes. Sir ; -I'll take a ticket /or the sake of 
the cause /" 

Of a verity we are a dinner-loving people, 
and an after <linner speech-making people, and 
we love to greet our favorite talkei- witb voci- 
ferous shouts ; it reflects credit, as it were, on 
our own taste and judgment ; and besides, 
needing something or some one to idolise, 
whom better than a political pet ? But then, the 
reckoning ! Oh, never mind the reckoning till 
settling day. The nation didn't mind the war 
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till it bad to pay tbe debt ; and it never tbinks 
it buys its wbistle too dearly, till the bill 
cornea in. Do we know why we are allowed 
to get up oar hob-nobs ? Because it gets rid 
of our sulks. The national safety-yalye is 
tamed, and the national steam is let off; the 
prefture is lowered. It is with public dinner 
meetings, and such like displays, as it is with 
the Protestant-asserted right of private ludg- 
ment. Freeborn Englishmen shall talk as 
they like, as long as they like, and as loud 
as they like, ])rovided their talking and their 
thinking result not in something '* dangeroas 
to the authorities," that is, serviceable to the 
people; or "hostile to the church," that is, 
favorable to philosophy ; or " subversive of the 
interests of society," that is, destructive of the 
slave bonds and class interests. Talk plainly, 
searchingly, without circumlocution ; expose 
any greo^ political or religious cheat — no more 
hob-nobings, no more impunity. You are 
scowled down by the slavies, and put down 
by thft law. You have done what is un- 
fashionable, and unfashionable and illegal are 
convertible terms. There is fashion, not only 
in the cut of a gown, or the sit of a coat, but 
in tlie expression of an opinion. There is 
fashion in belief and unbelief \ nothing so bad 
as unfashionable Infidelity; fidelity and In- 
fidelity being determined by the knaves and 
simpletons ; the former ievr making the latter 
many do their bidding in crushing all attempts 
at general enlightenment. " If I may give a 
short hint to an impartial writer," says De 
Foe, " it would be to tell him his fate. If he 
resolves to venture upon the dangerous pre- 
cipice of telling unbiassed truths, let him pro- 
claim war with mankind — a la mode le pais de 
Pole — neither to give nor to take quarter. If 
he tells the crimes of great men, they fall 
upon him witli the iron hands of the law ; if 
he tells their virtues, when they have any, 
then the mob attacks him with slander. But 
if he regards truth, let him expect martyrdom 
on both sides, and then he may go on fear- 
less." Let this sink deeply into the minds of 
those who regard truth above all things, and 
who would proclaim it. The history of the 
lovers of truth, and of their species, is not 
read in the recital of the favor of the great, 
tlie support of a party, or the acclamations of 
the multitude. The fury of a mob, neglect of 
party, the loss of connection, rejection of 
friends, and disunion of family, with the fine, 
the gibbet, or the rack, have chronicled in 
misery and blood and anguish, the actions of 
the frionds of man. And not till death has 
satiated the vengeance of their assailants, and 
their bones have mouldered in the grave, or 
the cross-road, have their merits been disco- 
vered, their virtues extolled, and their me- 
mories revered. Such was De Foe's ex- 
perience. Such is the experience of all 
who.*, mark out for themselves a similar 
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course, and an&lt^ngly -puMoe it 
the foes of soperstition neTer foigieC 
they are here told, and they will eitliear at < 
halt in their course, or proceed, 
by just, and not preposterous 
The opposition or secret mai^hi nations of i 
religious world are not all, we repeat, •""" 
which they must expect to contend. 
listlessness and apathy alone will be fooadi 
the part of the quaa-infideb. There will 
shrugging of the shoulders and fbrebodir 
and foretellmgs, and exclamations of " inji 
and " self-willed," and " headstiOBd 
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and "imprudent," and "indecorous," 
"unsuitable," &c. For position's-sake, 
caste's-sake, and connection's-sake, and 
sake of anything and everything but tratt 
and because each free-Briton is afraid of 
other free-Briton, the real friends of frse i 
quiry must expect to hear open disavowals 
denunciations. And to scrape still further 
vour with the orthodox and respectable, 
worthies may occasionally be heard 
exulting at the punishment of the blaepl 
An instance of ^disgusting sycophancy 
time-serving apostacy was actually display 
by one of these gentry, a few brief days 
1 his admirer of Volney, and Paine, and V< 
taire, and Spinosa, and everybody afar off 
time or space, positively enunciated the tnil; 
pious wish, that the next that followed in Sou 
well's footsteps, may be doubly and trebly 
punished. Think of this my neophites of the^ 
Oracle ; think of this my priests in expectancy,^ 
and having once determined, after carefuUf; 
weighing all contingencies, and haying fullj. 
"envisaged" all the possible difficulties, 3^ 
will be thoroughly prepared for tbe ardooM 
struggle, in which you will have to bear ths. 
brunt of the battle. Having thus deliberatdyi 
decided, you will act promptly, energetically," 
firmly, and undauntedly; and unlike Caesar, > 
who with the memorable exclamation, " Et (» 
Brute/* fell vanquished, more by his own 
broken spirit than by the daggers of his as- 
sassins ; you will, knowing the hollowness of 
the many, engendered by the rottenness of 
our social system, bear up undismayed throa|^ 
all indifference or through all attacks. " «- 
lence will not retard your progress, and oppo* ' 
sition will give increased celerity to your' 
movements." 

The writer, one of the pledged band, ready 
to take his stand at the post of dangc^r tlie 
moment his turn comes, has had " extensive, 
experience," as the venerable and respected 
founder of the " Universal Community So-. 
ciety of Rational Religionists," would say, in 
these matters. He is made, as friend South- 
well has it, of tougher stuff than that of 
which Jie is composed, who would lie down 
and die on witnessing tlie treachery of so- 
called friends of the cause. He will receive 
no more of repulse or opposition than he ex-. 
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|li, or than he is ptrepared to moet, to repel, 
overcome. A certain degree of sym- 
has already^ been evinced in Southwell's 
bat a trimng demonstration when com- 
witb what might be brought to bear by 
Btrength and resources if fairly put 
Much is due to partial effer^ressence, 
it must not be calculated, from the past 
ieam of support, that the agitation will 
Iflowed ap by proportionable future con- 
^'la in pence, labor, and energy. This 
of Gilead to the godists ; there is gall 
^.Vfwmwood for them, nevertheless. They 
^^ have the sweet without the bitter, and 
bitter will it be for them; a bitter, 
er, which will sweeten the labors of the 
The sweet is the beholding of the 
jMiurtyrs, after a temporary ebullition, in 
.^tdies of the law ; vituperated, neg- 
id, or unassisted by their own party. The 
r is the finding the vehicle of the objec- 
lUe and dangerous opinions still careering 
itill continnmg to furnish mental food to 
diinldng ; still beating down old errors ; 
exposing all sorts of crafts, priestcraft, 
eenft, godcraft, and dcvilcraft, all which 
, la Ibeir proper places, come iu for con- 
ration, as essential departments in the do- 
1 of Reason. The " bonds of society,*' 
''.noble institutions," our ''admirable 
i^ our venerable church," our " holy re- 
n;*' all this stiltification must be laid 
» For the bonds of society we will read 
m of society ; for our noble institutions 
lifiy devices ; for admirable laws — sanc- 
■d trickeries; voierable church — anti- 
led pander; for holy religion — mystical 
rinw. " Truth without mystery, or fear 
■■n" we will proclaim, and as little "miz- 
lof error/' as may be. 
ht to return to the hob-nobers, and sham- 
U, there are among them, as among all 
m men and parties, those who gi7c their 
pdified sanction, their approval to all 
I cibrts for reform ; so much so as to leave 
nserve for present toils, trials, and trou- 
I in the same cause. They can admire the 
■ites, and Wickliffes, and Iluses, and Lu* 
PI, &C. &C., in the moral and religious 
|nu, and the Gracchi, and the Tells, and 
I HijDpdeDs in political reforms. These 
I be admired at a distance, and distance, 
ft this class of people, confers respectability 
I lends enchantment to the view. The 
r of these reformers is gone by, and they 
|Ue but the passive, fruitless sympathy 
tttianless approval. The O'Briens, O'Con- 
■b. Frosts, Lovetts, Iletheringtons, the 
lUlea, Watsons, the Southwells, living 
B, their actions iiresh in our recollection, 
Idwve all, it being so unfashionable to 
iside to such our sympathy, and so un- 
UfaUe to grant them support, must bo 
gUated, or cautiously screened, or fur- 



tively tolerated, or apologised for with bated 
breath. To acknowledge an identity of opinion 
would be an effort quite beyond their courage. 
The people, with the little sjrmpathies and 
narrow benevolences cannot affora it ; " it is 
not the season," as the boys say with the peg^ . 
tops. Whence comes this? Is it from Xptk.^ 
antagonisms of their language? No, pt .^ 
hostility far more aggravated in the organs .«f - 
despotism is viewed with dove-like tenderness^ 
Is it from the fierceness of their attacks? 
No, for nothing can be more disgustingly un- 
scrupulous than the onslaughts of the bigot 
press, which is passed over with scarcely a 
disapproval. What, then, are the obstacles ? 
The opinions themselves ! And why the opin- 
ions? Because other people are afraid of 
them. What would Mrs, Grundy say? what 
would become of. us, if we lost Mrs. Grundy 
for a customer ? How should we makdt both 
ends meet, my dear, if Mrs. Grundy were to 
leave us ? Consider our wives and families. 
Consider my parliamentary duties, says an 
M.P. in sending a very polite refusal to attend 
at a Radical hob-nob. Why a wife and family 
are as good as a little annuity to one of your 
cautious tribe. A widow's cap can scarcely 
compete with a wife and family. And what 
an irresistible reason for sitting slippered in 
the arm-chair before the fire, reading with 
complacency or becoming indifference about 
other people's strugglings ; and what an in- 
fallible excuse for buttoning up the breecho.s 
pocket. Besides, a wife and family begets 
sympathy ; and sympathy begets custom, you 
know, and being a " natipn of shopkeepers," 
we must look to the " main chance," and all 
that. Yes, the main chance, et preterea nihil, 
and nothing else. What do the poor do with 
their wives and families, who lose more by 
sacrificing their miserable pence, tlian these ez- 
cusers do in deducting their pounds ? The fact 
iSfthat three-fourths of the so-called Infidels are 
worshippers. They worship the till, the p!«>fib«^^; 
and the percentages ; they have, equally wi^lf^* 
the religious w^orld, a god, as operative, sA- 
iufiuontial, OS controlling in their cver}'^ tliought, ' 
word, and action. This god, and the godists'- 
god is the god mammon. In him, as one of 
the noted " Jew Book" writers has it, " they 
live, and move, and have their being.'' 

Vainly do the firm hearts that stand in the 
foreground, and strike the first blow agaiuf^t 
tyranny, vainly do they look for support ; they 
who cast away the mental bandages, who 
think for themselves, who sec for themselves, 
who use not the tongue nor pen of others, 
but boldly put fortli their independent thoughts, 
are suffered to fall unaided, or faintly and in- 
effectively helped, the victims of force and 
fraud. ** Man, man !" says the New Kcce 
Ifomo, " I begin to be ashamed of thy name ! 
A brother comes to thee, and says, * Farewell, 
brother, I go to prison !' and thou sleepest K 
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Another says, * Farewell, brotber, I go to the 
scaffold !* and thou sleepest ! Anotiber says, 
* Farewell, brother, avenge my death !* and 
thoa sleepest ! Man ! man ! man ! I will stiU 
exclaim until thon walcest." 

The same ferocity, for it is still ferocity, 
whether gratified or not, whether barbarous or 
refined, is still displayed in the judicial sen- 
tence of the fine and imprisonment. And 
shall this most monstrous and unjust power 
be pennitted to be exercised, shall its objects 
be gained by stopping the free current^ of 
thought 1 They shall not stifle the free voice, 
they shall not *' coquet with the press or with 
human knowledge,'' they shall not upraise one 
portion of the press and trample on the other ; 
either they must crush the press, as the priest 
truly said, or the press will crush them. Is 
the hunger and thirst after blasphemers' liberty 
and life to be allayed by a single sacrifice? 
No ! be " still must have more blood !" His ap- 
petite is whetted by the taste. The human tiger 
prowls about from conventicle to conventicle, 
from ** missionary" meeting to " bible" meet- 
ing, from " anti-popery" meeting to ** church- 
extension" meeting, the most brutalising of 
the human passions being wrought upon and 
brought into full play by the doctrines and 
incendiary addresses of the M'Neiles, Stowells, 
JVI'Ghees, et id genus komne. The stream 
proceeding from a polluted and sanguinary 
source must necessarUy partake of its foulness 
— ^blood! blood! is their theme. Blood for 
the old Jew-god ! blood for the young Christ- 
god! blood at the Jew massacres! blood at 
tne Christian massacres ! blood at the Tonga 
Islands ! and blood at Rathcormac ! Finally, 
they would have blood at Bristol gaol, were 
their murderous intentions not frustrated by a 
more generally difiiised opinion in favour of 
milder criminal laws ; diffused, let it be borne 
in mind, not by religion, as Bentham could 
attest, but by Infidel philosophy. 

Stay ! before you return to the day-book or 
the ledger, view this portrait, it is drawn from 
the life, and by a faithful artist : " See, at 
yonder high-place, a figure moving towards 
you with a crucifix in his hand ! See, he 
moves his lips ? His lips are as black, and 
hang as frightfully over his chin, as the lips of 
the horror of the night. Words fall from his 
lips — his words — hark, hark! * You are within, 
leaning on the creaking stools, you adored the 
god of the ocean-drop, you were heretics, you 
have been broken, yon have been rent and cast 
away — hallelujah ! You who stand outside 
the door, you were Jews, your hearts have 
been burned — hallelujah ! And future here- 
tics and Jews shall be broken, and rent, and 
cast away, and burned — hallelujah! halle- 
lujah!'" 

These remarks may be fitted by each shade 
or grade of believer or unbeliever to himself, 
aoMrding to the particular complexion or 



modification of his belief or nnbeilief, ai 
accordance with its special applidabflit7- 

The Infidel from whim and the Infi^ 

disgust, and the Infidel from anger, aid 

sham-Infidel, and the semi-Infidd, or ata] 

the Infidel from examination and convM 

may shake their crotchetty heads " ti^ 

repudiative/* or may even wax indignai 

contemptuous, or dignified, or in aome i 

or way cast off from themselves any i^ 

cation with the real supporters of eoA 

latitude in the expression of opinioD. 

honest Infidel, the honest man of all b^ 

no beliefs, wiU always uphold right and 

ciple. The little i>halanx linked togetfii 

the upholding of right, the assertion of 

ciple, and the practical carrying out n 

objects through the pages of tl^ Qraefe 

banded by ties not belonging to personal ft 

ship alone, nor ^ose of the till, or the ooi 

They hardly know each other but by Wj 

tion, or mutually seeing or intezvhai 

thoughts on paper. Thetf are banded hjf 

ciple. Holding, with scarcely an ex«| 

prominent and influential positions in 

society, which is attracting a larger tSn 

public attention to its operations, hoik 

the cabinet and the people, than any oth< 

tant, and which is about to commence " 

tical measures," on the grandest scale of cf 

rative association ; thus situated, as I sa 

this society, the contributors to, and pli 

supporters of, this periodical are deten 

to abolish, or set at defiance, all interfc 

with mind, whether in high or low place 

Southwell's bark sh^l never sail w. 
an helmsman, 

M.Q. 



THE EVIDENCES OF CHRISTUI 
DISPLAYED; 

OR THE PENALTY OF HONESTY IN THE NINE! 

CENTUHY. 

(Concluded from page 88.^ 

Wrrn a simplicity only to be pardoned, i 
Owen would say, or the sense of " ine 
ence," we have felt it a kind of duty to l 
that Christians were sincere in their profc 
of belief in their dogmas and creeds, ani 
ascribed the reality of their faith to stu 
rather than deception ; deeming it more ( 
able to set them down for fools than to es 
them as knaves. But our conciliating Ic 
for ever knocked on the head by the imp; 
disclosures of the learned gentleman wh 
ducted the prosecution. €rovemment, 
now means little else than- robbing and 
ing people in the name of her majesty, ' 
on the terrors of religion, which is 
machine to support injustice, and fright 
bugaboos, its victims into submissioih. 
Christians themselves could not better ( 



I . 



% SAbtowtii. witli soma of hU lenl in 
le «f tvuih. 

respect bia booeBty I lun nlurmed 
Aeritf , for was it not his iutpreiit to 
its on thcee occoaiODB. atrong glimpses 
)ai& like ibaee to nhicb he is eridentlj 
fcd, Mtled to hia laebaeia, vrould soou 
I U£ tVom tbe bench and place Llm in 
jtHfli beiog the opponmt in truth he 
'^900019 Sou^'itwCll^h "Compaeioa in 
li St. PauI wouM fVf. 
aUUBW contends thnt cod is love and 
I, i^d he diacardE the idea of Leil as 
, revoltinglv cruel, and dpgrading 
jUute of >k god ; then the Unituriui 
le iTorla of the suppoaed anJutar)' Test 
'"' 'ing punishment, said to be tlie miun 
■r eovenwnenl. The Atlieint does nc 
I If (hen tlie Atheist is to be strung tc 
iMi, tbe (.'oitariao sbonM lowing on o 
Hfceirts*. So much for Mr. Smiih'^ 
I tif bell : the right irai and sceptrr 
IT) of iJMoiquitv.theper- 
ldvol on n'hiGh tbe defen<ie'of all in. 
[& outde U turn. 

M happf, says Rosseitu, in proponian 
It virtiiv. nnd next in praporlion to (heir 
With equal Irudi it may be 

, __. men iire just in proportion lo 

kltiowledge of (heir relationsiiips lo their 
^■eieatores, and honest in proportion to 
blibwtj of HfeHking the trulh. Then in 

Lu ^ 1»,^-„„ ond *irtue, it i» only 

_ . .. J gonnd educilion, and 

u'fhim penicious restrahits. He who 

it nnoilier ward need be employed in 
Mtraiing the absurdity, folly, and wicked- 
^endeaTOUtiog to govern men by slaWsb 
^ II ia sbtTery and disgus^g syce 
If in tliose irbo' bow to it, and despi 
aoj in Mm who uttempu it, be he 
'-'-^ — Tn attomey-general. 

ig and potent argument of 

^ was tbe concloding ona, an 

n the climax of nil theo' 

mean the cuU be made 

£lt dowlj Mr, SoutliwoU'e 

diing. hy tbo strong arm o 

r aciiDonledgiDi; lUat they 

will l.a> 



suit; thai is, 

P of rtiillj' ; afid whatever the defendant 
^-» ety, allow me to Bsy, that not only 
h k verdict meet with thsfait a^tdba- 
W- tvery man mrnpatat la Jorm on iipinuni 
LoK a M4/Mt, bnt tbat I tfiuilt also, Ihal 



rndallflRpr 



pDos will nppro'e and mnlirm tliit t<^ 
Ocnllemen, with thi fnllcit ooilfidaiwa 
Ihdt (hpre enn be no othei' re>al( ihan tht 
■erdict I have Bn(icip«led,Ilenve the que»tioa 
for your derision."* 

When christiaDity came to the bar — whoH 
(oHy form wenre all told has walked in tritunnh 
through the world foreigbteencenturies; who 
ui England hoa monopolised all office, all 
power, all resjieclability, all college) and edu- 
;atioa ; who, bcsidea earthly spplidnces, hu 
leavenly means to boot J a god s grace, holy 
ipirits, gbo»te, and prayers of the failbfnl by 
esrgoes to aid it — poor HutoBD Heaspn it migM 
!airly be expected would be inraiUbW' lt>d fbt 
>ver sent to that place "where the wioked 
:en£e from troubling, and the weiuT are at 
-est," and that the full blau of light wonid 
itrike (he disputer down, aa pious Panl did 
F-lymnB, All she advanced, alripped of 
fallacy and assumption, appears very unlikely 
to rob any of her apalo^ts of Ibeir customary 
charactenatics, predentin^, if any differeace, 
fresh claims to (he deacriptioti of Giffbrd ; 
The sbortjvt prDgcnJ of nridu 
AnditQlneH-fcnUrpilr, for lyealftfd; 
Brgolln m'filSHl lltonghl. bom wilbaut paloi, 
Tbe ropy diiv«l of rbi^mnatic bnini. 

With an hypnoriay in perieot keeping with 
the " pleasant day, sir," of Jack Ketch, u he 
slipped the oooae around the necti of his victim, 
Mr. Smith pretended to hope Mr, SoirmHiii,I. 
could be sent back to bis comToTtable homo, 
tlioufh he had " the fullest confidence" in 1 

rdict of guiilii. But this, be subjoined, ig 
impoBstble—and the publication of his opinion^ 
be prevealed. Oh, yes, it might be done Mr. 
SmiUi well knew. The publication of ai 
opinions can be prevented bjr their I'rfulalm . 

■ ■- . _;-..._i „j_.;..!nQ (hat the Bwoid 

rgitniAit of ths 

To confesa that Sdutrwki.l cannot he aiv 
iwered, otherwise than by the jail, ' 
did than coQsoliug ; excepting that icconfirmed 
all it was intended to confute. It is to proclaim 
that our tiieologiana are imbecile, who cannot 
defend their own dogmas; that religion is 
deception ; and the bible a cheat. It places, 
tbe government of the world in the bands of 
au official of BlatBi All government as uaualt^ 
understood rests upon tbe belief in a god, ar-* 
[he evidence of hia existence ia in the hands 
the attomey-general. It is, aa a god-believer 
might aay, tearing the almighty from ' '"" 
throne in tlie universe, and sticking 
ill bis place. Verily Chri ' 
Mr. Smith ; their case ii 
opponents is hojielaaa enough, if 
(rented by their friends. 

A million of false oaths, says Dr. Pries, 



lawyer 

,_,__ ihtedto 

in the hands of their' 



• Bf ( Tria, p, W, 
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are taken 'every 'f year, and they Jare" 'all ad- 
ministered in courts of justice, every taker 
first kissing the blessed bible. " What be- 
oomes of ue sanction under which law and 
justice are administered/' quoth Mr. Smith, 
without " the solemn appeal to the omnicient 
and almighty being, through the medium of 
an oath, taken upon the sacred scriptures V* 
Aye, what indeed? What became of this 
same " sanction under which law and justice 
are administered" in the case of the quaker 
juryman to whom the pleader found himself 
obliged to allude ? In the very same breath 
Mr. Consistency Smith observed on the quaker's 
non-taking of the oath, but that " was not 
because he disbelieved in the existence of a 
god; but because he has such a profound 
reverence for the holy scriptures." Thus, 
have but an extra profound reverence for 
the holy book ; and the . " sanction," the 
" solemn appeal," the " almighty being," and 
the "sacred scriptures" themselves, are all 
pitched overboard sans ceremonie. On the 
contrary, say you don't believe a word of 
'it, that it is all knavery or twaddle — and 
it is forced down your throat. So much 
for the morality of Christianity ! But see it 
further exemplified, in the truly Christian 
advocate entreating the jury, who had been 
sworn to decide only according to evidtnce, 
to find Mr. Southwell guilty, although no 
particle of evidence could be adduced in 
proof of the crime with which he stood 
charged. The best reply to all advanced, 
during the whole speech, on the inmiorality 
of Atheism, was in Mr. Southweirs own 
person. He had sacrificed his fair pros- 
pects, risked his life, subjected himself to 
the coldness and loss of friends, to the sneers, 
scoffs, and cruelty of enemies, and then 
stood there to be convicted of an offence 
which no man did, nor ever can, commit — 
without hope of justice, without chance of 
mercy, and with the prospect of a long, 
cruel, and niurd^^rous imprisonment. It is 
due only to i/iV! accident of Mr. Southwell 
having friends to make his imprisonment toler- 
able, that his life may be saved to lay the 
lash again upon his bigot foes. And all 
rather than tell a lie, and with the hope of 
bettering the condition of his oppressed and 
priest-ridden fellow-men. 

The moral sensibility of a lawyer is ana- 
logous to that of the butcher, him of the 
red coat as well as the blue apron, both alike 
baying their sympathies blunted by their 
^training. One might as consistently ask a 
soldier in the field of blood to sit on a 
coroner's inquest as one of the men of the law to 
^^^dfcide on a question of morality. Yet thesemen 
'" "bf dungeons and death, whose footsteps are in 
the midst of misery, and who live on the ago- 
nies of the unfortunates of humanity, are the 
vicegerents of a god, his defenders, to whose 
PS ^ 



hands his evidences are consigned, w 
*' Publicola" forcibly says, would ha 
gued the other side with equal alacn 
the brief fallen into their hands, i 
theology is on its last legs, and its goi 
despicable condition. Atheism comes 
balm, a sweet anodyne to the irritated 
after the contemplation of such a scene. 
The utility of the course Mr. Sou 
has pursued, this trial abundantly d 
strates, except perhaps to the hopelessl 
judiced. A thousand lectures and arg 
tations would fail to expose the prete 
hollowness, cruelty, and injustice of 
gion, so effectually as she has been ( 
to expose herself. The public opinio 
awakening, the light now cast on her 
mities, and the press, her giant enenn 
in bonds, publishing her infamies, will 
transform her into a suicide. If aiqr 
taken here should be deemed over p 
and unjust, the answer is, the condemm 
SotUhtoeU is merciless cruelty, bigotry and ( 
sion ; religion has been the prepetb 
CHRISTIANITY HAS THE SHj 
and whatever is cruel and unjust is exo 
called by whatever name it may be. 8l 
transaction is redolent with satisfacdc 
considering the fatal and imprudent disci 
Southwell has drawn forth by his tn 
conclusion seems inevitable, that Chr 
have more to fear from the arguments o 
dels, than Infidels from the vengefu 
cowardly punishments of Christians. . 
more exposures like this Bristol cony 
will entomb them in contempt ; a few 
such victories will ruin them. Sour 
has gained more to the territories of ref 
two days, than they can regain to the d 
of faith in two centuries. By his su£ 
they are everlasting losers— a mental 
son — in his fall he has broken the jhI] 
the temple, and brought the superstr 
of Dagon over the heads of his enemies. 

G.J 
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Moving the Trial. The Trial was not 
because it could not have been brougiit within 
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KDITBD FOK fJJAKLES SOUTHWELL, DUBIH'l HIS tUFBlSO^UHNT. 

BY C. JATOB HOLYO.UfK. 
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[Id. 



b^6w laiL to liDut inquirer Lb any djrtfctiou 

taia^aaiioia Id BeuoJiaf (ruUiB» known or 
OhuU be conunvacea u4 eontinunl In 

ItlBdla food IIUDKIUT." — BUBilHl 



aytbea Ibe well-esmed' reputali 
ir sound pbilosophy is taken 
li Id qaeEtioQ the conectnesa of 
i. w^UEions will soand in man; cart 
-'^--'■lo preemption. But if we see 
, to do !o, we trust any remBrka 
I lie Mt down to the proper motiie ; 
I^^Mld eoDceie, but to uniel; to ba 
lilmgll not more prudent, we deem 
iCHuiiml>1e, lo wait iu the patlis of 
■an to blindly tread in Itie footsiepn 
itf. Trulb onns no mnn'a nnroe, 
i« like B tower upon A hill, and Ibe 
f CBlieian UI bannleHsly nt ber feeL 
'~ """tb, requires a gouitl, flies to 
CB Bvaicbing, and fears attack 
US of mortality. Tbis obser- 
I inore trile tbsa nenl; bom, 
tB nppUcntion. Slen, erea tbe 
re too apt to grow ia lova with 
■HUB, und tremble to see them qnes- 
wUeh ia in reality to raise a prejudice 

^, . liem as truths. This may 

UB ef Hr. Owea, but probably Bome- 
^Ht of many of his (rienJE. 

B dojr on whicli Mr. BDUTiiwEi.t.'ii 
niuud in Bristol, Mr. Owen'a Ad- 
n vhicli the quQlBlinn ot tbe bead of 
« is taken, was published. It 
B jamdenrtaDd it rightly, some 
Vnarha od Mr. SoumwELL's ch 
rintSiplaB ; and as he is prevcalcd 
SSag buBself, a lew observations on 



realities of life, he som^iimes fails to judge as 
justly of other meo. sjij)erbsps CDnsisteolly bo 
ought, when tbeir nations of right and wiOBg 
elaah niUi his own. Probably tlieir diaagroa- 
ment perturbs his contemplations, and indnocs 
a severity belonging mtber lo his years than 
' ■ ' ' ' " Ign both to bis pbiloio- 






■ea in n world of bis c 

Ds of B bright future btbi 

Abstracted from the s 



''{,; 



and to his hi 



do not speak to disparage hut lo de&nd. 
Id Mr. Owen's Btricturos on Mr. Souteiwei.1,'8 
charscler we tliink he errs, and oa h? does not 
lay claim to inloltibilitj, perliaps we shall be 
pardoned for saying so. II; Mr. Owen wb 
readily shall. Men whose claims to deferenoa 
are biryond dispute seldom rigorously exact 
it ; tbosc only of (luealionahle pretensions are 
uneasy onder scrutiny. Far the especial com- 
fort of such, we beg to sov ail our remarks 
shall be made in " good fiuth," and we trust 
that our " good humour" wiU never forsake 

For the edification of those shrewd spirits 
who will conclude we are attacking- windmills, 
we direct otteolioo lo a portion of that Nnu 
Moral IForU to which we hare alluded, where- 
in correspondenls on IMr. Southwell's case are 
referred to Mr. Owen's Address, from which 
we aball now quoie the following passa^ ; — 

" Many parties, young and inexperienced, 
or possessing by nature strong, and violent] 
and overbearing energy of wild and unoolti- 
vawd power, greatly desire, before they hare 
acrjuired onv sound practical knowledge or 
OKperience, beyond a very narrow circle in 
society, lo take a prominent lead in its man- 
agement, while they imagine that tbe Botioaal 
%stem which they profess to adopt conslsiB 
only of the most vulgar democraey, or stark 
staring violent Atheism, of neither of which da 
these parties appear lo have any rational con- 
ception." 

" Youth and strength," if brought forth as 
cbarges must be respectfnlty pleaded gnilty to. 
They are j'aalls of time, if faults at iifl, aioa to 
be home p,ttiently and forgiven. It ebonld not 
be forgotten that youth is often foutul to un- 
dertake ibote duties, necessary lobcp^fiK^tedii 
from which maturity shrmks and ago la sbBld- 
ed. Ancient Home owed its arts of eloquence 
to the Roman yoaths. Ascutios, eynics, and 
churls in ilie einute, bad bauish«d all rhetori- 
cians and philoBoplier^. But Cexitcades, Criu- 
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aiqbaaMdani fnini AOiefu, cbumed tbe jodbK' 
m^sf tbe city by their pbiloBopliy and orafoiy, 
and (hroug'h Uieir in^DUoas appreciation these 
elegant nod useful sita vera lesUted to Rome, 
la like muiQer, manj «. commonweslih baa 
mied mjire to the Harmtb of yoath than to 
the oold pnidence of greybrarda. 

*' Ineiperienoe" ia not bo much the ereatura 
of ige as of opporlunilie*, and do one can 
cOiTBClly affinn, at random, whether they have 



r few. 



r of 



L fact, that Mr. South- 
will's powers nre either " wild or unculti- 
vated," The earlier pages of this publication 
go far to induce a contrary belief. And, as Iht 
eulogy of an enemy has more weight than the 
conviction of a friend, Mr. Grace Smith 
be cited as a confirmation that we are 
wholly wrong in oar TJewa, " Violent and 



defendiag 

adduced that Mr, Souiiiwell ever manifested 
impatience in any way. It is faahiooabli 
to ask, not wbat ought to be said, but wh 
be AFFORDED to be said, and soldiera of truth 
" look as fair and smell as sweet as any wailing 
gentlewoman." Hence Mr. Boutuweli. ha: 
beifa magnified inlo a Hatspar, when perliapi 
the infereDce cod only be arriied at by com- 
paiiaon. Foreeeeiog, while he was a membei 
of the social body, that his condact wonld b( 
ascribed to ambition, we took no little paini 
to ascertain if guch was the case, and can UU' 
heeitatinely affirm that no man in the whole 
Eooial body had ever a less desire, or greater 
disinclinalioQ to take the lead than Charles 
SifljTHwzLL. Hia real ihouehls upon this sub- 
ject are honestly expressed in tue following 
worda from^is first Letter to the "Socialist) 
of England:" "Had principle not been rio- 
lated ; had the aasoDiation b^n true to itself : 
had ila talented leaders repudiated instead of 
imitated the vices of mari! demagogues, ' 
would bare fought ia the van, in the renr, 
aide by side, with [hem ; aye, eren to the last 

fasp ; my notion of these ihinga having 
cen, that in tlie glorious warfare against 
error and tyranny, to a miniJ nil ipotud 6y 
uoni'iv, it would he held far more honourable 
to be a corporal in a well-diaoiplined regi- 
ment, than a general among ragamuffins." 

He did not see en^ " stark staring, violent 
Alheiam" in Sooialism, but he saw, wh"' *' 
Owen declared in the City of London '1 
in the speecb quoted by Mr. Southweli. in his j 
" Fifth Letter to the Socialists," " [hat the 
trron of rtligion mu.it iiOt be then." And be has 
fel to team, as indeed many others have, how 
the errors of religion ena ever be annibilated 
except by the eiposition of Atheism. Belier- 

• Bee Tiiiil, p. 16, 



ig this, h^ began to tetcb d 
" Btarit and ataring,' p»d _ 
the convicticn that butb, U 
y other good thing, ia in 
wiien naked. Its fair proportiDna | 
seen, or its defbnDities mare eagilj df 
Atheism ia not, il cannot be, " vio' 
pertains to reason, not to feeling, u 
ibropy every body knon 

.ough in oar day, 
Mr. Owen indulges in all tt)e plea 
calls the crusade in lavour of Atbeism, ' 
otic." The same thing was often ta 
Owen in hia young days with regard ta 
ism. He did not believe it, and it ia well 
world be did not. VVc do not beliera H 
Atheism. We Lave more confidencfl in ' 
and reason, and it may be well for taq 

In onotber part of this address, Mr. Ol 
saji, " There must be a power to perrana^ 
througbou 



r bat that pi 






That power \m call God ; and tlicre ifai || 
matlcf etidi." But there the whole m . 
not end, unleaa it be in a somewhat doEIB 
manner. Il may so end in Mr. Owea\ i 
but Mr. OicB. ij M _ ~ ' 

world that is to be convinced. A ^ntj 
in bis day, have turned to his p9[" 
ntidria sod said, " The 18th propo 
13th Book of my Elements of G 
forms you. that ' Spheres have to , 
the triplicate ratio of that whioli d 
lers have,' and there the wbole ti ' 
" That may be very correct, but Vm 
conclusive. Permit ui to see y"^ 
delinitiona, and poalulales, and j 
step tbrougJl all your reasoning, a 
be of the same opinion," would U 
their natural reply. So the world u' 
regard to the being of a god. Wi 
agree with Mr. Owen, tbat nothing J 
relative to the existence of a power r 
the universe. Menshouldleam tbiafil 
would be tbe destruction of all n 
wish only to add, that onr " PL 
violent Atheism" is nothing morel 
attempt to eiplaiii as dearly B9 j/tm 
truth of Cliat proposition whieb Miv fl 
himself enunoiated. 
before conviction, is by himself Ci 
bemgan error. It was a •• i- ■ " 
Aristotle, " that to be ignoraj 
ignorant is the disease oF the mullitai 
ienorance on tbe subject of « _ . 
r diseases to this day ; ., 
intermittent fever, hut an epideinic, if 
only he cured by direct apphoafirai, jj 
prescribed for another disorder will W 
It ia a poor objection to affinn 1 
"irritate," when we war with those jj 
press. Samuel Bailey, the most pow 
lug ffriler on the fbrmatioa of choc 



tkE OttACLE OF tt£A80N. 



Ur tenurlwd, tiuit ** The religious opi- 
of the majority of mtnldnd are neces- 
acqnired by instillation : from the nature 
9 case tbey cannot be otherwise than de- 
re, and they are as firmly believed, with- 
e least particle of evidence, as the theo- 
of Euclid by those who understand the 
uttations. Men do not suspect their 
ma deed to be false, because tne g^unds 
truth or its fiilsity lie altogether without 
de of tixeir knowledge, and remote from 
Uli of their experience.** 
Qoe it appears that it is only by judicious 
Kyweriul attacks on popular beliefs and 
Miessions that we can hope to turn men's 
ion in the way of reason and common 
, This too appeared to be felt by Mr. 
I, when he dfeclared, that silence would 
jtatd, and opposition would only accele* 
die progress of social truth, for this 
a it seems to us that good must result 
feoeh investigation as we institute, in 
refpects than one. Perhaps no subject 
mnan inquiry is so well calculated to 
n attention and g^ve a vigorous tone to 
and, as a discussion on the existence of a 
wh^ the object is not to establish the 
eCnesB and incorrectness of received no- 
, but to arrive at truth. No branch of 
dgation can bo more useful to young 
mi as a mental exercise. It draws atten- 
to the primitive springs of all knowledge 
(0 the first principles of correct reasoning ; 
ibtei careful thought ; exercises patience ; 
In presumption; requires impartiality, and 
■Ages candour. The nature of the human 
I and the constitution of things are un- 
jd, while the relationship of one to the 
r fa exhibited i^joew and useful lights. 
ike the children of the old man in the 
, one party should fail in discovering the 
Died treasure, a gratifying, unexpected, 
note permanent advantage is gained, 
a Ae soil of reason has been diligently 
id up, the expected legacy of belief is 
fced for in vain, a rich harvest of truth is 
sward of our industry. We once heard 
iD remarked, that "Angelo's greatness 
h seiurching for untried existence,'' an 
rvation very applicable to the subject of 
h we speak. 

K Owen, in his Fifteenth Address to his 
im, says he has never been so " petty" in 
vlioiLB as to contend against one religion, 
Ida opposed all, so much the better. 
ire do not see the criminality of warring 
6oly one, unless upon the well known 
pie, that 

One murder makes a villain, 

MiLLIOKS a BXBO. 

overlooked that the war to be effective 
to witli one. Dispute with whomsoever 
Bj, he will attack all religions but his 



own. Condemn Brahmins, Jews, atid Thugs, 
and probably he will be the most opposed to 
them. The arguments must then be made to 
come home to him, which reduces the war to 



071^. 



These observations are not made on the 
supposition that Atheism is a parttaZ attack on 
religions. We think it as comprehensive and 
complete an opposition as can be desired. 
Warring not against forms and ceremonies, 
not agamst " fundamental errors" merely, but 
against the essence of all religions— on the 
g^und that they displace morality, and are con- 
sequently inimical to human happiness. We 
merely contend that, let the notion oe aa general 
as it may, the practice, to be useful, must be 
"petty," as it is styled. Turk and Pagan 
may oe opposed till the grave of Moses is 
discovered, without a convert being made, 
where it is of the first importance they should 
be made — at home. Christians are not parti- 
cularly quick in their apprehension of the 
weight of an argument, nor very anxious to 
own that one relates to them ; and while ob- 
jections to their system are exported to Con- 
stantinople or the Indies, they g^w rampant 
at home, coerce the press, and strangle here- 
tics with impuni^, in the name of tneir lord 
and their god. Mr. Bailey, whom we quoted 
a moment ago, defines "Theology to be a 
comprehensive examination into the course of 
action and condition of mind, which will please 
the being who has the fate of mankind m his 
bands." 

Now just prove, as you may do very easily, 
that there is no reason for believing there to 
be a " being" at all with " the fate of mankind 
in his hands" — and as Mrs. Leman Grimatone 
says, the whole buildings and cabinets of 
creeds are levelled at one fell swoop. It is 
a perfect gunpowder plot ; the way of the 
Socialists, or any other reformer of abuses is 
clear before him. The elephant of the priest- 
hood if fairly knocked from under the castle 
of oppression, and the incubus which for ages 
has sat upon the breast of mankind is driven 
to its den. As a species of wholesale work, 
nothing can be compared to Atheism. Super- 
stitionists, under its visitation, are like the 
Ass3nian hosts, when 

The Angel of Death spread his wings on the blast. 
And breathed on the race of the foe as he passed; 
The eyes of the sleepers waxed deadly and chill. 
Their hearts but once heaved and for erer grew stilL 

Not dreaming that originality and vigour 
are qualities in our way ; not even pretending 
to imitation of those who have excelled^ in 
their exercise, we pretend only to an admira- 
tion of others who have rejoiced in their pos- 
session ; we are content to wander like comets, 
in devious and eccentric paths, if they but 
lead us in on age to the light of such suns. 
If, Uranus like, iweBhouli\i^ <:wi&vgaft^\»^ 
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^_i orbit, W8 Bhall rejoice W revolra round 

flie centre of tratb, the smslleBt and palest of 
Btsra, IF indeed we were nrarer, U)e lead of 
our areumeDt we canfeas wouM boil, as lead 
in aaiil to do in Mercuiy. Willi Uiene riews 
we rejoice at Ike displays or warmth iD the 
cause of right, and are glul when philoBOpby 
migtfttes lioni frigid to torrid zones. The pei 
of tbe great Paine was ttie warring of nature'i 
elements in a world of corruption. If in bia 
day the commotion of tlie wares purified the 
waters of iaiqaity, would not it do so pow: 
Error lashed by him, felt reiy much aa a man 
would iu a thunder alorm on a dark night — 



raj uneasy under the falling lorrenla, ai 
concintially startled by the flashes of lightning 
which seem to dart at Mm. lie may indeed 



escape with hii life, but not without sundry 
miagivingB ihal he ha) cnoght his death from 
the drenching he has roceired. 

We would that the doers of eril were 
castigated in our day. 

We should have gladly pasjed by anything 
and eveiTthing coming Irom ttie indiridual to 
whose observations we have been replying, 



replying, 
naa not experience taught us, that wbriievt 
a great fish dives in aay direi^tion, rightly ( 
wrongly, shoals of small fry ore, from natural 
weakness ntid inability to take care of them 
selves, drawn tloag with him. And if other- 
wise, the articles we have alluded to, were 
calculated to foster and create prejudices 
neither creditable nor Idnd. 

Wa flatly deny that Mr. Souibwill has 
ever gone " too far" in his advocacy of truth, 
if measured by Mr. Owen's prtitine standard, 
~- jitrhapa by his jrasenl one. Take th '' 



lowing f 



Eigbieenth Address, issued 



"Hitherto you have been made abject 
aUres. both in mind and body, hy Ihe prial- 
hand of the vxifld. who to their own deep injury 
and yonr misery, have ever been made thi 
appreaice Iiiraiili of the human race." 

After this, it would be difficnlt consialenlly 
(0 censure Mr. Soutuweli. for any passage he 
has written upon the same subject, unless it is 
contended. 



The quotation at the hpad of this a 
coutaios the only permissicQ we ask, that of 
making inquiry in any direction, without limit; 
and it lays down our two cardinal principles 
of action "good faith" and "good humour." 
"With this Teioembraacor we lake our leave to 
watt on the Pnmethain, and if the vultures do 
not tttar out our iaaides, we will climb the 
Tocic to it in our next number, 

G. J. II. 
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(" 

I INTEND to proceed from time | 
friendly criticisms. 

Page 1, col. S. No. 1, you aay, " 
not yet known, they should now 
that itiBneithBr,"&o.. to "bean ^ 
I have read Iliia passage to, >l 
doion who have been talking a1 
and a free press, and Socialism, an 
but in no one case have I fount 
free, and niaaly-spoken acbnowl 
the truth of your words. There 
or reluctance, a droning back w1 
as is but too usual, a want of I 
correct thinVing ; jet these were I 
put themselves forward to teach ol 
so it must he until men'a luiderslai 
be expanded. 

Page 3, column 9, you saj, "w«» 
solid EEASOH to believe — the elerni 
tiling but UATTEH." I put it to you 
■■■ W , 



» the I 



^^ofnlulle^? Tom 



clear, that it ia not, and r 
Berkeley has ahown the impassibilityij 
Berkeley's Essay were deprived of eveq" 
not " Bigniiicaut" — and of every wo-^ 
is not pertinent to the existence a 
istence of matter, it would be i 
about one third of its bulk and n 
book of all but inestimable value. 
see this done presently, accDi 
remark, that the abridgment h 
for (he jiurpose of Bboiving that tl 
of mailer cannot be proved by t 
conseqaendy not at all. I'his woi 
many, and probably set some to 
correctly than they have been aoci 
do, not only on this but on other at 

' " in my dark estate" am co 

it — or take for granted the e 

things— 1. matter ; 2. self; be 

neither begin nor goon without lbeni,U 

ow nDtlnuij positively about matte " 

exislF'nce, any more than I do a 

which resides the power of oo 
deciding. This is not corKot h 
yet I can do no better; we hare 
'' ~ power of correctly slating this ei 

very old one, and I believe a corre 
Then, as to the word etwiiitj/, 
leave to ask you to thint again on t 
To ask yourself this question : Has it 
neaning ; does it convey any clear idea " 
ne it seems to be used lis an idle eicDBfi,lt: 
ihuffle to hide ignorance, better is tbe honed: 
confession of ignorance than any attempt U- 
hide it. Only see what a hodgo-pod|^ lesi" 
cograpbers and cyclopediats have made of it> • 
Page 3, colttmn S. You quote Dr. SanmA 
Clarke—" nothing is without a sufficient n*' 
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"wBy it is." Dr. Clarka 
an ciuee aud eflect, wbeii ub here 
e word rtaaon. If be does lie puts 

iteuM. If lie meaDB the 

if god, he eiilisr talks nona^nse or 

~ to put a Crick upon hia reader. 

I ijfect we Jm/ne nolhine certain, 

1 reuoDiug by analogy. What 
"i there l)elweea ^ 

1 oonnpcted wilh, whnl from wc 

~e of eipreaaing myself, I call 

Here i« a familiaT answer to all tliE 

i wherefores of onr opponent, and oi 

.; all may be referred to ibiu oiotioD ol 

I. Could we once dearly understand 

1 otber whys and wherefores migbt 

" "« nnderetooil ; bnt being as we are, 

ft miracle. We do not know, 

w iball know, (he why of anylbing; 

ja come and alwajs must come lo a 

p when we travel backwards in onr 

!r approach the end. 

1 not, 1 hope, ibiiik these remarks 

HI, nolwilhaiauding- your own good 

a your quotation from Clarke. 

■ -1 S. We come to I^rd 

hancB, This word chance 

e to oar priests than aay 

n the way of controTeray. Chance 

' u a aledge hammer, with which 

a knock down every opponent. 

r of the mischiuvous words 

rannj- yenra ago, together 

rd, accident, and all of the family. 

■ ?, in hia " Diveraions of Purley," 



L fell 



" Iranalites it into " i'l/«i! by falling, 
ai ohanoe in relation to tbe matter ii 
t Bltt^ther devoid of any rationa. 
f. Voltaire's definition of the word ii 

"not Durselyea belieTing," fcc. 
aalrriat nniverse." Do you no 
3 too much — more than you an 
t liy BDy infonufltion you possess 
jeuon for the concession. I take thi 
)e of the unicerse, or aome portion of 
1 inference from tbe admiaaion forced 
"at matter ensta; upon a close 
. I take the liberty to ejpecl, that 
wo nhill agree in this particular. 

Bnt wbt Q you say, you "beliere, that 

■■"■■"■'■■' lint have been from all eternity. 

■ led," lam compelled lo con- 

[i you are a little saperstitious. 



- ihr mutter over again, however joii may 

- le. Ask yoorself: what ideat bare I 
—a I iiM the words — "gomctliDj mnii 



have existed from all eternity, anl 

I thiz}k -yon made a mistake when you said, 
"SpiuDia eEtahlisIied clearly that something ez- 
iata ;" lie icfema "o me lo have misled you at it 
ia probable h^ misled himself. Spinosa ootild 
only reason, and -it is utterly impossible for 
him or any one bfrcSsaniTig lo pram that any- 
thing eibts. Spiiinsi assumed, like yoi 
me, because he oguld not avoid it, that ( 
thing existed, and thus hc;ittempted, ss many 
other men baie, to prove' his something bj 
reaaoning ; when be had vviik™ all he has 
written he was precisely vi-here he was before 
he had writteu a word, not at all nearer, lo t 
rational conclusion. Emanuel Kant took u 
shorter way. He said this kind of knowledge 
is prior to all reasoning — " it is giotti," and 
□ndcc this term he took whatever suited his 
purpose, to enable him to bnild up his syi 
of complications, with which he crazed 1 
self and three of mj friends, all men ofleam- 
ing and science, one of whom died insane of 
Kant's philoaopliy. 

You have adopted a theory which may, I 
fear, embarrass you, or even prevent your pro- 
ceeding in riglit ihinldng, or may put n slop 
-.0 any furllier thinking; on the subject. You 
^peik of the "inherent properties of matter ;" 
ihia. might be admitted were we npon B 
natter of science — hut we are reasoning, par 
ixcellence, we are philosophising. May t 
iaj, as Iree li-om giviuj' as I intend not to give 
offence, (hat you neither do nor ever oaa 
knoH- anything about the inherent pn^/ei-tiet of 

' 1, neither can you have any precise ideas 

lial yau mean when you use the words. 

are, evidently lo rae, not bo old a dabbler 

am, or you woold uroid all such phrases ; 

they are worse than nseless. Our role should 

oided when we reason carefully, 
to go beyond our knowledge; and if at anjr 
pushed for answers to qneatii 



I 

I 

I 






:eld 



know, I am ignorant on that point, 
that subject, and eager to be instructed by 
any one who has more knowledge than I have. 
One pi'Dgreaa in whatever can be known will 

accumulation of useful, i.e. 
real knowledge, 

London, An Invioticaidu. 

_ tTK above strictures are worthy of altentiT* 
perusal ; and the reader, unless a practised 
' nd, would do well to read them more than 
ce. This is the more necessary, as 1 intend 
offer some remarks upon them; iu part by 
„ jy of apology or reply lor myself, m part by 
way of praise for him. These shall be brief, 
plain, and goodbumoured, which latter nrliole 
1 mention, because some of my correspondentB 
haTC ft notion that 1 am a man of fier«« conn- 
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tenftnce, wbo treats those who differ witir .him 
in an off-hand and unwarrantable ' manner. 
Now this, I protest, is not my •teiii|>6ir, and 
correspondents who may think fit toiavor me 
with their hints, reflections, ol* even castiga- 
tions, will be in no sort of danger. I will not 
undertake to answer dl'ttiat correspondents 
may write, for as the phiL^Sbphy of the Oracle 
is somewhat novel in this country, at least 
novel to the novices, and the manner novel as 
the matter, -there win, doubtless, be a crowd of 
objections ; ^o Ahat I sheuld find it difficult to 
answer them all if I had the Times broad-sheet 
at my command. I have determined in future 
to select 'the most solid and weighty objections 
of. tbe' whole mass, against either the theonr of 
Atheism, or any other theories set forward in 
this paper. Tnis is obviously the most useful, 
as it is the only practicable course. Every 
man has what Daniel O'Connell calls a little 
cockboat of his own, and there are very few 
indeed who do not carry too much sail or too 
little ballast. Besides, nothing can be more 
useful as well as enlivening to the general 
reader, than objections well put by corres- 
pendents, and well answered by editors, or if 
they cannot be well answered, well acknow- 
ledged as objections which cannot be met. It 
is in this spirit I shall proceed to notice the 
hints — criticisms is almost too harsh a name — 
of " An Investigator," whose style of taking 
objections is modest as his title ; which, by the 
way, contrasts somewhat advantageously with 
the more lofty one of the Oracle of Jieason ; 
but let that pass as a non-essential. 

He says, that he has read the passage in 
age one, column two, of the Oracle, " * If men 
ave not yet known, they should now be 
taught that it is neither creditable nor dis- 
creditable, to be an Atheist, a Christian, or 
Mussulman;' to at the least a dozen, Tvho 
have been talking about liberty and a free 
press, and Socialism and Chartism, but in no 
case found a full nnd free, and manly -spoken 
acknowledgment of the truth of those words ;" 
and yet, he adds, " These are men who put 
themselves forward to teach others." I cau 
readily believe this, but it is much to be re- 
gretted that those who set about "teaching 
others" should be ignorant of so highly- 
important a truth. As well might a man give 
credit to the rose for emitting a deliglitful 
odour, or praise the tulip for the beauty of its 
colors, as talk about the disgrace or the honor 
of holding certain opinions. To a necessi- 
tated bemg, there is nothing properly credit- 
able nor discreditable ; and man is as clearly 
the creature of necessity, as the bee or 
the butterfly. False opinions, as they give 
birth to vices, may be hateful, and those 
who hold them truly unfortunate ; but to a 
philosopher, misfortune is not held a dis- 
grace. Man is as much driven and forced 
to Bct, A9 the moQQ io its orbit, or the ball 
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from the cannon's mouth, eten gods 
selves, could we conceive of superior 
must, like all things else, bend to 
The Greeks understood this very well, for 
Jupiter was ruled by fate. For my own _ 
I know not how any man of sense caii 
ought but a fatalist. It is of little ca 
quence whether we accept the fatum of 
Turks, the ^atum of the Stoics, or the 
of the Christians, if we grant that all h 
actions, and of course all human opinions, 
necessitated. To praise or blame is 
folly, for there can neither be merit nor 
in opinions we are compelled to receive, 
acts we are compelled to perform, 
really no essential difference between ' 
Turk, who says that all is fated, w? 
cause or consequence ; the Stoics, who 
that divine providence regulates and 
all things ; and the Christian, who refers 
to god, working by second causes. Bat 
subject is too complex to be reduced to 
plicity by a few dictums, with which, howi 
I must content myself at present T 
Napoleon, at Austerlitz, was exposed to 
hottest fire of the enemy, his troops 
alarmed for his safety. ** Oh," said he, " 
nothing; the bullet that is to kill meii 
yet cast ;" which anecdote has been of 
lated, as a proof that Napoleon was a 
his fatalism, I suspect, amounted to 
that he was quite convinced, the thing 
happen must happen. Fatalim is based 
truisms, which all men acknowledge, and 
men say they do. I agree with " An " 
gator," that the philosophy of morals 
not be understood, ana men will go 
stupidly as heretofore, glorifying thi 
for being and thinking what they can ia 
wise avoid, " until men's understandings i 
be expanded ;" should that happen hem 
opening of the " seven seals," and Mr,"^ 
pays the world a visit on his pale horsei 
will see the gross absurdity of attaching 
or discredit to any kind of action or 
I agree with Luther, that "free will i$ a 
for how can human will be free, which, f 
language of Byron, " depends as much 
a straw as on a storm 7" and how can 
merit or demerit, where there is no i 
This opinion has nothing in common witK 
predestination, absurdity and vulgar 
of fatalism. 

With regard to " An Investigator's" Qi 
Is it possible by reason to know the 
of matter ? In a strictly philosophical 
I should say not ; but nothing ever caRj 
known in that sense. Our very exis' 
but a probability. Pyrrho doubted his 
existence. When asked why he did not 
himself, he replied, that life and death ti 
equal, he had not the power to choose* 
friends found it necessary to furnish him 
a guard of servants, lest be should, m. 
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_ . notion Ibfit aH (rM|untgiBaT7, Irnock 

ad te'W't '>"i=li wulls. GpOD one oc- 

*" r wiu irell nlgb drovned, but true la 

ijilei he mAOC no pflurl lo ."are bim- 

Pjt<tba wna called b pliilosopber, aUe 

ate tbiiik him a mmtmui. 1 liavu not 

iti lying bj me, hut ir I mistake not, 

Aj number, it ia sUted ifaut tbe eiUt- 

BVter i< WJarii Jiff granliil as somii- 

' not iBdiautolile, prumioall)' no-Uun ; 

ipiil llic adniuioa of which nil miMiii- 

, an end. In No. 7, there ia somclbing 

foUowiOD;: "Tb>! uni<ei»e exists, 

MBWi it I koair anytttiog ; but who 

n tlwt tl>e most divine of ibeologioiu 

■ mU tlwt an immnteriat god eiiat». 

^uolute knowledge, tht fact ; bis at 

U i^fpoAetu. Tbe if sbowa tbat I 

Matart ike ezistenoe of nn external 

fit OiKHjK, Wben Berkelej waa cury- 

ftteuiu book, in wbicb be " bm eboirn 

KpswibUity of knoiring; by ruiuoa tbe 

u »( maUer," be rna igaingt a post, 

ribly biui«ed bia Bhioa, but evea Ibsl 

aim him of bis theory ; nod it ia cer- 

Mp^ Sould nal. 1 agree with "An 

ptor," tbst an abriJgnient of bis 

'ould do much goixJ, inukiag all parties 

■itne, and, as u i!oniiei[uenGe, more 

io auertioD, thongb it is a book cal- 

IVtlKB to Biraia thun to erpand the in- 

^, " An Investigator" will [lerceiie ibat 

t btilb in tbe " dark est&le ;" both 

pdkd to admit, or take for granted, tbe 

Mm <f tiro tilings ; Gnt, matter ; second. 

«: jet is it trne, that " I see no louu 

jto beliere ia anytbiog but hatieb." 

|o Ih* KAlrd eternity, in a number of tbe 

'' kwill be Been that I define nbat 

jdie term : nue, l*ai hai no eaneei 

in W i^aily u extbnt, that has im tm 

ttgiL TLii deSnliion ia, in fact, 

I* ^" igmranet, which I iierfeotly agree 

An loTesti^tor," is " belter than any 

1 in bide it. 

I Dr. Samuel Clarke may have mei 
■ying ihut "nolbing is without a bu 
"MBie why it is," I nill not pretend 
indeed, my ojunion id, that bis so mt 
Wp denjonatratiye reajoningi on i 
e> of a god, are but learacd so^ibistri 
nw of lie best Hpecimens of bltTtr m 
b Ac prsftcber stifled the pbiloaopb 
?, Ihttt "of cause and effect we i 
Abinf,'* if the condition of knowing 
tagtnl apoa tbe impossible concep'' 
«8iMly connection," for " all we 
I n iniHl^nce from analogy." The 
1 pimgrapli precisely eeU forth my 
Ihatdwto comment would be Huperflu- 
1 Kiy Bimply remark, tbat averylbing ie 
'e, which I hare taken tome pains u 
the OneJc; butlbenall tbings.oauBei 
i; »n palled, and e&eets as ihoy an 



S3 astonisbiDg than another ) u thai all is, 
ilh me, a miracle, or rather, I adnil nd rairael*. 
■ alL ir men were content wiili the dead 

S. thav wouhl hare attained the real nut of 
Dsopnyi but 
Tbqr an tkllful la invcn 
Ta nldc Oieit ignanoM. 
I agree with " An luTesligntor," (bat th« 
word chaiui boa been of much nae M (ha 
prieala, but not of noro uae than any other in 
tbe language. Tbe word gixi ii anquestiuh 
ubly the niMi useful to them. The whole 
" 'omily" of hazards, accidents, cbsnces, &o. 
ly, 1 think, be adTsnlageoualy dispeorad 
lb in pbilasopbising, so Ibat myself and "Aa 
v<«tigatoT'," agree in that partienlat; but 
ibiiffle" is rather too barab a word for Vol- 
taire's definition ; for uDqueMionsbly it bu| 
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being more a^^| 



:bnnM 10 iboM etfecti, the Muaes of which (I 
ipeak now of anteoedenta merely) w 
understood, 

I bare put Ifae qucstioo to myself, 
gpsted by " An InresIigiKir," " What ideu 
bare I when I uw the woi 
matt bara enisled from alt 
this was tbe r 

ly cranium — 

ndepec(.arorelatire,not absolute terms, Thtf 

dmiaalon is " forced ujion 

xisls, and I hare made free to eali it l/i> flut. 

mother admission is also forced upon me, anj 

bat it the indestructibility of matter ; so tbtf 

jy argument, thrown into a syllogiat* 
would stand tlius : matter eiiixa ; ma 

iDt be destroyed ; ergo, matter is etei 
imports not whether I dogmatise, by sayin j 

be admission is forced upon me (bat matter 

lannot be destroyed, or thai matter osnoot bi 
created. Like my friend, "' An loreatigator,' 
I take the hberty to (xpect tbat we shall ngret 
in this pnrtieular, and if so, wt agree in nil 
for the mini and the all hale no a6fafut( mean^ 
ing. Nor do 1 aee how it appears, from sucl 
reasoning, that I am "a Utile snperttitious.' 
Perhaps ■' An Inrestigator," in his neil, will 
enloi'ge upon thit point. 

Spiuosn diieiied, would hare bien far be 
tlian " Sjimosa clearly established tbat sol 
thing exists," for, in truth, we can only 
sums tbat matter exists, it not beine possibly 



It appea! 



ing, I 



r the 



:ternal world. Tbis rerbal ricionsnest 
should be SToided, if possible. As to ih6 
philoaopby of Kant, I confess, with sorrow, 
tbat I coold nerer undeistaod it, and bsrS' 
been tempted to think that be hardly imdeiy 
stood it himself. All Ibis under GDrrection, 
bowerer; for I would fam aroid ihe vulgar 
injustice of depreciauog what I do not.or can- 
not understand. Reasoning r priori, I should 
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say ihat the theory of Kant is eminently qua- 
lified to craze both master and disciples. 

By "inherent properties," I understand pro- 
perties inseparable from matter, as they ap- 
pear to us, whether in the moonbeam, rose, 
usect, stone, or man. As to withins and 
withouts, they are not admitted by me, so that 
" inherent" merely signifies a force belonging 
to matter — matter being the subject, properties 
its accidents. With submission to " An In- 
restigator," this is a precise idea ; at all events, 
as precise as my idea at the present moment, 
that a pen is in my hand. 

C. S. 



A VOICE FROM BRISTOL GAOL. 

Sunday night, Feb. 27, 1842. 
Dear Crony, 

This is my Patmos. You may look for the 
wonderful revelation of Saint Cluurles — a reve- 
lation novel in all respects, not needing another 
revelation to explain it. The revelation of an 
Atheist will be a curiosity, you may laugh, or cry 
oh, oh, as it please thee so to do, but it will. In 
sober seriousness ; I dreamt a dream last night, 
of which, in imitation of Saint John, I would 
now bear record ; but it is dangerous to be 
safe here, and anything but safe to record out- 
of-the-way things. One cannot speak truth or 
falsehood well with a gag in the mouth, or 
write in comfort with dark hole in perspective. 
So my awful revelation must be postponed 
sijie die, but thus much I may say, we have 
reached le commencement dujin. The end, you 
know, must have a beginning, and the begin- 
ning must have an end. To leave dreams for 
realities, I have been honoured by a visit from 
Mr. James Wood, my own true knight. As 
much expected to see Mephistophiles at my 
elbow ; but the ways of providence are partly 
straight and partly crooked, no man knowing 
what the morrow will bring forth. He was 
kind, affable, and all that, aud highly compli- 
mented my intellect, though at the expense of my 
reason, but thaVs a trifle; Any compliment 
is better than none : wished uncommonly you 
had been a little way up the chimney, just to 
hear his astonishment that one who owed so 
much to god, should not even know that he 
was in debt, and even to deny the existence of 
his creditor. His opinion of me may be 
summed up in a sentence filched from Shaftes- 
bury — " that god gave me my talents, and the 
devil the application of them." What a pity 
it is that " goramity no kill devil," as simple 
hearted Friday thought he should do, it would 
prevent much mischief. If the devil were 
xilled, and god showed himself in his true 
coUnr^ tliere would be an extinguisher put 
upon all Bdrts of mischief. I felt, as you may 
suppose, rather flattered by Mr. Wood's opin- 



ion, qualified though it wa^, and cCQld J 1 
got, within an hour of his visit, by the w 
a clear stream, it is likely I should have 
fered the fate of Narcissus. Must not 
to mention, that he flatly denied having ise 
or caused to be issued, the second wan 
adding, that he was sorry his duty, as a C 
tian magistrate, compelled him to issue 
first. I was incredulous, and if increduUi 
as Aristotle affirmed, the parent of wis 
I shall soon be " as ladies wish to be who 
their lords." I wished to say amen, but i 
stuck in my throat. I verily believe th 
one of the " twelve," instead of Thomas, c 
Didymus, I should have been every wl 
incredulous ; for unless I saw, in his (Je 
hands, the print of the nails, and put 
finger into the print of the nails, and ti 
my hands into his side, I should not 
believed. So you won't wonder that 
Wood did not make me whole, or {xrc 
entire conviction. Some book or persoi 
me, a short time since, that in the Bi 
Biscay, when it blows tolerably hard, it 
two men to keep one man's hair on. 
not believe that neither. So, you see, ] 
remain yours, a shocking sceptic. C. 



Iliemost intelligent and philosophical » 
Christians, become Deists ; and the mos 
dious and talented among Deists, be 
Atheists. — Anon, 
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Lbtters to Southwell. In answer to v 
inquiries, we can say that Mr. Southwell has re 
all letters that have been addressed to him ; ai 
believe, without interference. Direct, **Mr.l 
well. Prisoner, Common Gaol, BristoL" 

Subscriptions. It is desirable that the monk 
lected should be sent in as early as possible, 
by Post Office order, to the Secretary, Mr. B] 
North Place, Lambetii, London ; or, Mr. SisQi 
ton, Wine-Office Court, Fleet Street, London. 

Anti-Pbrsecution Union. A plan wfll shoj 
presented for organizing a society for the purp 
protecting all victims in the struggle i^untt i 
oppression. 

We would be happy to publish the numerous 
received by the Secretary of tibie Defenee Com 
and the Editor, from various parts of the eo 
co-operating, spnpatbising, &c., bat it is uttei 
possible with our present limits ; and even, in i 
plementary number, the heads only could be gi' 

The Trial, in Twopenny Weekly Parte, u 
obtained from booksellers or netvsvenden j 
town. 

The Oracle^ if there be not a liberal booksi 
the locality, can be usuallv dbtained by ordei 
a bookseUer to whom the applicant is la 
otherwise, stamps remitted to uie publisher 
amount of the back postage, in addition to Uu 
of the niunbers required, will ensure a i 
supply. 

Ko. 4, containing the "Jew Book," is nowr 
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HIS IMPBlaOSMEST. 



CP... 



ly ibMt which it mnotion* inwordly. 
'. prudent, politic, Enfe, respeclsble. 



E,' 



I ibe Scotch pbilomphi 
reforming the 



rorld," 



iijled 



tbe Cklculalion tltat the 

iglitly irill be the lu^'riwil 
ta one lb»t will tepnj tbe lom o[ 
Tengeance of enemieB, nnd eocHlic^ 
lytfatng tlion of liiia will lead to 
tTTi mortifiriBtiaD, snd dieappoinl- 
SMD wilb hi^ eyia opi^n seeks thp«« 
We tniBt Mr. South w ill ba» 
s lie Is JieM 



n. We tniBt . 
nmuten, aud " 



DobIi [mm the perusal ortbe SMond 
r > monthlj work, h; name (hr 
I, cdiuil by Goodwyn Barmhy. Ii 
lo our inintJB, some queer remarks on 
BovTNWSLL, wbicb muai not hi- 
P' vnaoiieed. l)>riDby ia youo^, 
& pMiaiaing, but we tbink miBtaken 
Ob oiMtPr before us. A more care- 
Af hi8 gretit proiolype. 3bellej, who 
lv« In all bis dreama. witl do eiery- 
dcraet tbat of which we complnin. 
tiutioo abserved in these coiunieDte, 
' be judged too harabl/ of. It it- 
aled by the editor oftlie Vramilbraii 
«rfc U rend only by the «Iite of Ih.' 
fie ] Now. no man would willinicly 
if hid organs of ren'^ 



« Pramttliian fays " of the Oracle 
^MuM not scruple to suy, (bat il 
oif ■prakiiig from old memory, a; 



a worthless production, a lillipuiian [irinlvJ ilia- 
^raoe.apiKmeanilliiemiedixbonourtKihecouie 
ufdiueDtrronivhruliBaily." TbiaUexoi-lleat. 
Guilder would say ao loo, it bein; formrd 
no hie fksiu modrl. It ia Jescriplion refresh- 
ing it teir. The "eiuleric echoea of (be ei- 
olf rio,".neTer anrely produced anything better. 
id lime are referable to known atand- 



'bcj Premi- 
quario sheet, luiuruiiea ia 
sixpence cost, and is clothed in a yellow cn'er. 
A book in a aiioilar case has been com|>ared to 
a cinnamon tree, (he bark hamg (h« mai« valu- 
able part. Granting it rude lo bs without It 
cofer, the Oroclt should eicile compassion not 
contempt. The Fromtlhean should sing, aa jU 
malto, tbe lines a! tVatts adapted to its tM' 



nig* : 



A^^wi. 



Then, we charge but one penny — shockiiwly 
" ilblerate," Tba " tlilt" will"ne»«r foigire 

silent, bavin; no word^ at band at all suiled 
to conrey our conceplions, and baling no 
skill at coiuing new ones, s priratian Mr. 
Bsrmby necer felt, " When wh say" (con- 
linties the Prumtlhan) " the OracU attacks 
Christianity with the lame bigotry and imoler- 
anoe. and wiih the same Billingagale abuae as 
;hat with which t!ie ChHjiiian attacks tbe 
lnG:[>:l. we speak ibe truth, and say enough to 
dishonour it." We are not quite sure these 
remarks are not more redolent of dagmatisiD 
than ti'Ulb, We have not the adiautage of a 
sufficiently intimate acquaintance wiib "Bil- 
lingsgate abuse" to be able to judge liow 
correctly tbe comparison 15 made, llut nebara 
lufficienl experience to know, thai some are in 
the habit of calling everything " bigoted," 
wbicb ia bold ; erory argument or position 
'mtulerant," which a well departed against 
pupulal^ prejudice ^ and ttv^ty word '* abuse.," 

.(liosyncraaj. *' We «bould rsiiolve,** said a 

Mr> Birmby belongs, " to ueB,se altai^ijlbei 
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U Trnm |1>I< 

offcKi'ivp ihsn jiUin npnking, nontiili^iimlini; 
ibm Euriiiid^n hnH MMed [bat tralh Idtss * 
Our plaUtd propri^ly of tptj^ch baa ht 
M)M ■ cheat upon ibf undt^rtlandind'. 
dratpirea ua wiih appm-aneeB, iastfad 
Oiiaie' ; tai makei u« llilnl we aee reui 

We Lsye ni?»er dwelt in tbe mjBlic Tegii 
ef Faurierile aabltmiij. and ai> cbti Ull litllc 
oftbe deir religion or n-bicb Mr. B. i« aa 
•poatle HDd teacher. HilhprlD we hire netei 
ioomi * good one. From its obe^rless apalbv 
displayed tnwnrij all noble aSt^ciiont and man- 
llke Htnigglea for rratfdom, it maj set ifae 
Iwad in a Simf but leave* tbe heart an icicle. 
It falia like the moDmbeama, not to frarra but 
In ffee»e. Iti raj^ are colder [ban tbf sbsde. 
Wb would escape from tbe world and wander 
on bigb, but tbe time is not yet come fur i 
we fe«r (be rebote of tbe Tbracian maid, wl 
watched lliales astronomiiin^ till be Toll in 
« Wfill — ■■ GiTeoTerncarobinginiotbfbeaTeii 
till you are belter acquaioled with ibe eartb. 

Tfie subtle refinements of proud and gpfi 
loal pbilosophy sbould never usurp Ibe pla 
of common senae. It was s wise saying of 
Socrates, that ■' wbat man is, and wliat a 
ture of Ibis kind ought principally to do, o 
tvfftr. abould be ibe first object of bit inqiiiTy 
"' ~~ " *n»eatif;Btion." Wbicb just eon 



andcE 

t, would lead ._ _, 

IhoughtH on the way Mr. Southwell has 
taken. Mr. Barmby would have never looked 
on human wronga in tbe soft spirit of poesy. 
Bui ihoie who are more familiar «ilb Ibe sad 
realities of every.day life, cannot guild wilh 
golden hues the paius and miseries tbey (a.Ej|e. 
Nor would it be just or useful to throw a 
manllB over iniquity. It must be eradicated, 
not oineealed. The mirror muat be held ap 
to injustice, the horror of the aight is wilh its 
perpetrators and perpetuatora. Veto fiddled 
ttMIb Bome was burning— we caanol. No- 
thing goads tbe indignant mind like the soft 
and honied words of apology for wrong, and 
fijoojAaniish tenderneas for oppressors. 

Ihe t^'aciiings of the world, the faabionoWe, 
safe, and respectable teachings — we mean not 
any pactLCular party'a, are of the character ol 
those addressed to the Dumb Boy of Silvio 
Pelico, (0 whom a man and a poet aang— 



Tllere ■ 
To lb 



■, .brink, re 



iftbejoiiia; 



Va must net forget that Mr, Bannby con* 




hinge of the knee that wealth i 
fawning," To every fresh viewtb . 
aenla, instead of beholding tbe open wi 
ingenuouanesB and truth may w" 
we see only labyrinths where no 

' Dpe to escape, and aimplici 
\<j UK KULdugled in ma^ea. In so 
■racks of respeclability and sellishuei* ti 
well beaten that their dust prevent 
road from being seen. Should a 
one he discovered by some seartdiiagi b 
spirit, the opposiiion of foes is trifling H 
pared witli tbe hiudrsnces of fnenda. Y« 
little mouth, aa Hamlet would say. and J 
Southwell moved with tbe busy stteun, 1_ 
C&leniB admired, hia friendship valued, 1^ 
usefulnew appreciated. Now the cold dA; 
geon entombs bim. Foea triumph uvo' )• 
auffiringa; hia friends have dwindled or hnt 
pasaed like the parabled Samaritan OB tW 
other side, and tbeir cold r^arde niiber autf 
than hie enemiea' tsunts. 

He dared to throw off the yoke 
were proud to bear; and proud > 
custom were mortiBed that their i 
sbould be censured by a bold and deviMkaf 
^trit. The purity of his motives no mwoC 
impugn, the cause in which he laboured ^ 
aobleet epirits of all agea have espoused. Vft 
remember once when W, J. Fox was reriew 
ing tbe early productions of a young poet,l( 
remarked, " that we observe many deleelB-> 
but these time and care will correct, W* 
have found a poet — a itire thing in tLeae dnfl, 
"id, moreover, a man : we CBnnol stay to iwM 
1 faiUnge." Would that a similar ^iri( 
ere evinced towards t]>e ant^oniat at sap* 

In conclusion, if we have fallen into iw 
JDstiliable acerbity we offer aa an apcllocvfll^ 
prayer, that we may saon see the ■'iut¥ 
priesicraft;" auch a aight would belbeflWI 
of miliiona of differences entertained bybstW 
men than ourselves. In Soi-tuwju.'spert* 
we bare leea the Pjonetlieua of autt 



afre^fi^ 

Jting, rMM 
tn^fling«J 



lud aljiTei ■ 

■eir meaaMi 
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in cbained to the rocks of supernti- 

pligion ; or rathpr, wp disco vpr thnt 

yet " unbound." Axtraia wf takr 

>»idin{c genius of tbo Oracle. No 

however sevpre is df-pn-coted — it 

I no quartpr i^ asked from any one 

ground of attack is supposed to be 

. Southwell will profit by, and be 

r, ad vice and censure, where honestly 

But we have ventured to think he 

3d less of blame than he has received, 

eneroas and noble spirits might find 

.pprove than has yet been pointed 

G. J. II. 



>UCY versus PRINCIPLE. 



S SOCIALISTS OF ENGLAND. 

LETTER VII. 

** Honesty 18 the best PoUcy." 

By mind, and to act as my conscience di- 
two branches of liberty that I can ne^er 
L Sincerity in speech, and inte^ty in 
re entertaining (qualities; they will stick 
1 when every Hung else takes its leave ; 
Mt not resign them upon any considers^ 
Hshop Gabdijtkb. 

here is smoke, there is fire ; where 
ligioD, there if mystery ; where there 
f, there is mischief; where there is 
therq stands the priest Your reli- 
^ace, charity, and love, is a chimera, 
am of honest citizens." Religion 
tiie gods, all that concerns only men 
1 order, belongs to the science of 
Tlte North American Indians call 
Mts rnvstery'inen, and a better name 
d not have chosen. The mysterious 
liraculous are the never-faUing stock- 
»f religionists, who live by faith, and 
die by reason. All genuine mystery- 
m while they cheat those who trust 

|h|dl have mysteries, precious stuff, 
mrres to thrive by, mysteries enough ; 
•hall have miracles, sound ones too, 
iHMtfd, attested, every thing but true. 

be, that in any state of society, some 
he regions, and desire to worship 
Let uem, there is little harm in 
i religions, hut there is all the harm 
rid in party or national religions. If 
1 dream, and think their dreaming 
in the name of sense let them dream 
a the name of reason don't reduce 
to a system. If those who dance 
iper, it would he strangely illiberal 
K dancing; and if those who worship 
rust, he mast be a bigot who would 
irondiQ). Tbe ^ses fjre parallel, 



though I take it public pipers would be far 
moreaccpptableto wise men thnn public priests. 
Mut, you sny, thnt in a rntionnl state of sori-.ty 
tliere will be a rationul relifiiiw, a rrli"ion 
without priests, without fnith. wiihuiit wur>hip 
— a religion, I lake it, that genuine religionists 
will call flat Atheism, and with reason, for 
there can be no religion without mystery. 
*• And upon her forehead was a name wri ten, 
mystery, Babylon the Great, the Mother of 
Harlots and Abominations of the Knrth." 
Those who can so accurately distinuuish 
between superstition and rational religion, 
have *• theological eyes," eyes to see distinc- 
tions, where there are no differences, and 
tongues dexterous in the use of" vain ^vords" 
that " fill men*s bellies with the east wind." 
'I'hey labour well in their vocation, lor having, 
from political motives, called themselves Ha- 
tional Religionists, they strive admirably to 
prove religion rational. To borrow n riddle — 
Why is rational religion like a curtain ? You 
won*t give it up — because you know it serves 
for a blind. 

If any truth may be called indisputable it is 
this, that those who pronounce the oracles of 
god, whether called parsons, priests, tala- 
poins, bonzes, brahmins, or mystery-men, 
have been in all ages the deceivers and betray- 
ers of mankind. The character given by 
Volney of tl^ primitive missionaries of 
Christianity, applies just as well in the gross to 
Christian missionaiVies or priests in our own 
time. " These men," says he, " were robbers 
and hypocrites, preaching simplicity, to invei- 
gle confidence ; humility, the more easily to 
enslave ; i>overty, in order to appropriate all 
riches to themselves ; another world, the better 
to invade this." It is usual to make apologies 
for religions, by saying that because bad men 
are found among their teachers and advocates, 
that is not to be admitted against the religions 
themselves. They may be pure, though all 
priests should be corrupt, but surely such 
general depravity in the teachers of godliness, 
should make men suspicious, and lead them to 
look narrowly into the principles of godliness. 

A divine religion could never have inhuman 
priests, and yet the inhumanity of priests is 
proverbial ; they hum, slay, and imprison with 
the most savage fury. Their frightful perse- 
cutions are matters of history, every page of 
which is stained by the recital of their bloody 
deeds; as thougn instinctively cruel, the 
work of infamy is done without pity or re- 
morse ; as if they relished such " labours of 
love," their enthusiasm for religion stifling 
their humanity. The sentence " every inch a 
priest," usually means every inch a cold- 
blooded, hypocritical tyrant. Surely the 
system which generates such depravity must 
be a had system ; surely those principles and 
practices cannot he divme which lead to such 
re^uU^^ 40/ xeligioD, says >|r. Oven, that 
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fails to produce ppace, cliarity, and love, if 
false, and aLould be dej«troyecl. If so, whn* 
religion shall escape " the damnation of hell." 
for where is th^re peace, charity, and love? 
Echo answers, where ? Priests are the incar- 
Dated essence of religions, and they truly " seek 
the kingdom of god nnd his righteousness," 
that " all the rest may be added unto them." 
They tell us that " the sacrifices of god are a 
broken spirit," that ** broken and contrite 
hearts he will not despise," and, to do them 
justice, they furnish their god with abundance 
of such " sacrifices." Even the most gentle 
and merciful of all priests, are anything but 
lambs. A writer in the British Friend of India 
Magazine says, that even now, " Brahmins and 
other high caste Hindoos, hold the inferior 
castes in such extreme contempt, that the 
brahmiuical code puts the laity to death for the 
most trivial and venial offences committed 
against their superiors. For instance, if a 
low caste person looks at a brahmin, he incurs 
mutilation. In the Hindoo Institutes of 
Menu," it is written, that " a twice-born man 
who barely assaults a brahmin with intent 
to hurt him, shall be whirled about for a 
century in hell. He who through ignorance 
of the laws sheds blood from the body of a 
brahmin, shall feel excessive pain in his future 
life ; as many particles of dust as the blood 
shall roll up from the ground, for so many 
years shall the shedder oi that blood be man- 
gled b^ other animals at his next bij^h." Are 
not priests lucky men, and those called brah- 
mins particularly so, for in addition to the 
above, and many other laws to vindicate their 
holiness, there is one exceedingly curious, 
which punishes severely all who are rash and 
foolish enough to overpower them in argument. 
I know your party errs in ignorance and not 
in cunning, at least I have so much of con- 
fidence in its integrity as to think so, but con- 
scientious mistakes are just as fatal as those 
springing from the vilest motives ; none do 
more mischief than weak people with good 
intentions, hence the saying that good inten- 
tions form hell's pavement. The great error 
of your party, the parent, has been the attempt 
to unite principles utterly incompatible, as faith 
with reason, religion with philosophy, honesty 
witb-dishonesty ; which charge I protest is not 
made in heat, or for factious purposes, but 
from deliberate conviction that the time has 
now arrived for men to take sides, to choose 
between old and new ideas, the wild rants of 
ancient and most " cunningly-devised fables," 
and the glorious truths of science, to determine 
whether the next shall indeed be an " Age of 
Reason," or as all the past, an Age of Folly. 
Were I not convinced that yours is the most 
advanced, and as a conseqaence, the most 
liberal party in existence, I should not waste 
ink ana paper in pointing out its inconsistencies 
juid oonroption ; for as fo any other party in 



the state, we might as well preacli to stone 
to reason them out of a |>ariial pun^uit of tr 
or the partial practice of honesty. The na: 
i<« so thoroughly christianised, that I do 
think of the swarms of Jum)>ers, Shak 
Ranters, and the " innumerable numbers* 
maw-wormers, who have turned the houm 
praifer into dens of thieves, that a do 
hoiieat patriots are left. I look to your pi 
with some hope that it will yet make a i 
stand for freedom. 

For freedom*s battle once begun. 
Bequeathed from bleeding sire to son. 
Though baffled oft, is ever Tvon. 

But freedom's battle has never been fboj 
upon right principles, upon those prine^ 
which can alone ensure complete sucoeis. 
have studied with attention the history of : 
own and other countries, but in nonefd 
pages can I find the trace of a pure polioy 
moral science, or the practice of justice, 
forth my sons, said the well-known Swed 
minister, and see with how little wisdom 
world is governed ; but we lucky EngUslyB 
who are blessed with the perfection of gOM 
ment, need not travel to justify the Bwd 
statesman. 

There is but one force that can destroy, 
even modify this state of things, a statt 
things seemingly beneficial to the few, 
really disastrous to all ; that force is an 
lightened public opinion, a public opinion I 
shall be untainted by superstition, and h 
from the tyranny of priests ; a public opia 
that would promote the growth of yiitiia 
rewarding it, abolish rascality by makia| 
unprofitable, and cut short the life of tyna 
by rendering it impossible that any coaU 
tyrants. Opinion governs the world; i 
truly, but the query I want answered is, ft 
can we purify and emancipate opinion T 
free press, free speech, and a few graini 
honesty in the leaders of such parties as Y« 
might do the trick. But these desida 
belong at present to the good impraetieabi 
for a free press we have not, free speed 
merely spoken about, and politicians can 
afford so much as a grain of unadulten 
stuff. 

It is certain that society, especially in 
country, has greatly changed, I will not 
improved, during the last fifty years, 
people have imdoubtedly increased their st 
of knowledge, though the quantum of w^ 
may have received but few addidons';' 
effect of this must be that the pen will, 
merely rule, but supersede the sword, 
wars to come will be but paper ones, at I 
I trust so, for as the Duke of Wellington 
jects to " little wars," the people, though 
quite cured, have a horror of big ones. T 
begin to understand that war is a game, 

That were the people wise 
Khigs could not play at. 
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fatUeor l»3eflU|>Dn rrdi 
Imnl la Jboj lIiuI opiniuos of ony Lii 
I drtermine phj-siol conseiuence. 
— -» been idj opinion ihai niisfil lind 
Ibki and sjisiems for tlie aword, ' 
■ without the opnion (o dirtct mdwiel . 
Vnee ibr absnrdiiy ofanj mca, bowpTer 
t ia ibcir generatiDii," BttfmpiiDg 
"* *■ at build Ejalems for all genertiiic 
i; diacorer and leach certaia principlea, 
■ being Une, sn eternal aa ihat 
Irbicb ihvj are derived ; bat not 
\ Tbose who ulk about the imti 

( this bw and the imwrisbBbilily of 

?, are truly periahable aimpleions. 

I whole MDDoniy of 

to to wamot tbe idea of srand-nUtiim, for 

■lUtMiil H-orld all ia growth or decay, 

*- "'ii^ ns, nor is nnylbing twice alike, 

» fo the world of poliliea, where 

d fiubiona things, "p«ik m, kaep 

xnne direotions ; to stand alill. a« it 

n pmdozicallj'obserTed, being lo retro- 

r 1 vntat your party to "puih ««, htrp 
which it can only hope to do by toorf- 
etfoUmning, opiaion. By a bold and 
— of action ibat will ccmiDand the 
td support of Ibe wiir and good, 
■ bonest practice in perfect con- 
Mt pnnciplei, S practice that, 
—II s hill," will be the ob- 



day of aalvatiotl." 

9|tu bevn Obaerred, I tbiak bv Hume, Ibat 

nricdgK is aomelimes iojurioua to iiidi- 

~l|)bat>liray> good lo nations; and per- 

ll^^aai'Mmurlc applira to hoaeety aa 

^^^^^-* — , It may b* that lioneBty 

t policy for indiiiduals, 

ia/or parties and nab'DUB. 

kl ■ rommerciat point of riew, 

d gain iauneusely by holding 

^uciple, ODil thai reason " once" de- 

p Id the sainls. llundieds of your mem- 

adml either think ibe party Iw Jar 
9iit mwt, or that " tlie oriaia Lsa 
^ They say, " the atfaiiB are 
. •' by-^nd-by, we ihall ihine forth 
■nu upon aa asiSDixbed and benighted 
Mf-ftud-bye,all know, ia easily aaid, 
a 1 hoar these tbiug», Ibey remind ine 
10 in the Poirtniit ol Uerumtea, where 
ned eeivsnl leproocbea hia don for 




not paying him Iiiawa|[aa. VTbjr, jolt m 
ilrel, evclaim* the don, wbnt reason I 
ro complain, your wages are runn 
Running on, rjuoth the knAv, running: oi 
cerlanily. Ibey or* rnrmi«g on, but tfie 
oii't ifl, Ibey run *o fast ibai I uliall iiev.-r 
ike lliem. Query, will your party erer 






Your weU-wiab«r. 



IS THESE A OODI 

••Zyttwat DO num dnl^ed to lee (ban ilniHl 

It is pretended by theologians, that e»?n 
though il were granted to the AlbeUc ibat ib« 
existence of a god could not be otberwisa 
proTed.il ia demDnBtati?d by tbe clear evidencM' 
of design in the uniTerae, The Rcrerend 
George Stanley Faber affirms in bia book on 
"TheDiffiuuItmof lnMelitj,"t1»t the eiis- 
■nca of a god is decidedly proTcd by ihe »er» 
■ama of the universe. " Evident design," 
lys he, "must needs imply a designer. Dnt 
ridenc design is conspicuous in erery part of 
le unirerse, and the wider out phy-iii ' 
■arobes are extended, the more conspicU'. . , 
does this design appear." Therefore, just aa 
we argue the eiislence of a wstobmalcer ft<u< 
design which may be obserTCd id 






-e argue 



leof a 



deaigu which may be ob- 
serred in tlie uDiverse. Thus tbe lleT. Mr. 
Faber, whose notiona upon the question ara 
neither norel nor striking. This favourite 
illustration of Ihe watch has been sadly baok- 
nied. lie drew it from Paley, Paley stole it 
from Coiidlllac, and wliere he got it from, it not 
of much oonsequCTiec. Jjible Hircaaiically 
obserred, (hat bad waliLea never been made, 
ice of a god coutd never have been 






Tobable, 



seeing 



the unspsring use made of it bylheologii 

The rev. gentleman deals cleverly, tliough 
somewhat rougbly, witli the Deists, denying 
that a Deist though be admit there ii one god, 
the creator and moderator of all things, otn 
be sure witbout the bclp of revelation, wbetlier 
Ihe designing power be one or tRatiy gods. Ha 
makes short work with Ibe Ueisti ; but deism, 
considered as a pbilouiphic (>ystem, is utterly 
indefeniible ; nor does be forget to abuse tbe 
Atbeidls, but he attempts not to wrestle with 
Ihtir principles. The lollowing putsagiea are 
worthy of attention : " It ia perfectly true, 
that evident design must needs imply ■ de> 
signer ; and it is equally true, thai evident 
design shiaea out in every part of the universe, 
Bui we reason exclusively, if with tbe Deist, 
wo tbenee inler the existence of ime, and only 
ont, supreme designer. That a universe, Dpon. 
which deaign is so evidently tmpreased, mnaC, 



THE ORACLE OF REASON. 



bare been created, is indeed abundantly clear ; 
nor will this point be ever controvprted, save 
by ihft p^rosp folly of Atheism." Perhaps so, 
Mr. Faber, but with submission, we have in 
former papers thrown such a peculiar kind of 
dust in the eyes of our readers, that we doubt 
very much whether the idea of a universe 
created from nothing will be " abundantly 
clear," the " must," notwithstanding ; and 
the " gross folly of Atheism," we shall come 
to by -and -by. We agree with Mr. Fa- 
ber, that tlie universe, if created as the 
Dei.st admits by one supreme god, it is not 
clear whether created by one or many. Deists 
are an easy prey to theologians who feel 
their advantage, and make the most of it. 
Atheists are made of different stuff, which they 
find it dangerous to grapple with. Atheists 
admit not the possibility of an absolute crea- 
tion, and deny that there is " evident design 
impressed upon the universe." The "gross 
folly" of Atheism has never yet been shown, 
the gross folly of all theological systems has 
been a thousand times. 

One advantage the theologian has in all dis- 
cussions upon this vital question, and that soli- 
tary but great advantage is the rooted prejudice 
in favour of their side of tbe argument, which 
almost universally prevails. Theologians have 
Bo long been accustomed to find all at their own 
disposal upon so delicate, and to all who op- 
pose them dangerous, a point, that they have 
seldom found it necessary, and therefore rarely 
attempted, to prove the existence of a god by 
pure reason. Rant and violence has passed 
for reason, and invective for solid argument. 
The bulk of mankind have hitherto been so 
blinded by passion as to be unable to perceive 
truths the most obvious and palpable. To 
question the existence of a god has always 
been accounted most frightful blasphemy, and 
as scepticism with regaid to such an existence 
would have shaken to its base tbe power of tbe 
priests, it cannot be matter of surprise that 
they should make belief in a god the gpround- 
work of popular education, and fix that notion 
in human organism, which, in the language of 
Fichte, is " the fundamental principle of' all false 
metaphysics" 

Theologians insist, and rightly insist, tbat to 
disturb tbe belief in a god, is to' undermine all 
religious systems, and to pave tbe way to the 
extremest latitudinarianism. This would un- 
doubtedly be tbe consequence of Atheism, and 
that is tbe very best reason why all who think 
" the truth shall set men free" should strain 
every nerve for satisfaction in so important a 
particular. Well cultivated reason alone can 
decide whether the theologian who affirms, or 
the Atheist who denies the existence of an in- 
IfiWgentJirst'Cause, is justified by human expe- 
rience cif tbe properties, analogies, and generd 
nature of things. It will be shown in these 
jiapers tfaftt t^Mn^^wmaj by aiaght oobmo 
a JO 



of reasoning h*^ obtained, and that tb< 
of opinions does not lie as some bave i 
between absurdity on the one hand, and 
prehensibility on the other. It is adm 
correct thinkers, that what reason cann 
prcheud, reason should not affirm, no 
as knowledge, ideas which have no pi 
in nature. But when men will affirm y 
admit none can know, it is the part ol 
to assert itself, and by denying the wi 
such a course, expose the emptiness 
assertions. It is in vain that theologian 
make the existence or non-exUtence c 
an exceptional question, by declaring t 
son is fallible and incompetent to deal 
for if fallible in the Atheist it is sureh 
so in the Christian. Christians appeal 
son, and all godly people must kp< 
scripture itself declares, that those whc 
to reason, by reason must abide. JU 
most unquestionably a fallible, but it ii 
theless man*s best guide, for faith, if it 
called a guide, is confessedly a blmd c 
when the blind lead the blind — ^but tbe 
is quite musty. It is besides utterij 
sistent in theologians to rant and rave 
reason, for ivhen reason answers their \ 
as just shown from Mr. Faber's bo< 
don't scruple to use it ; and it ia on! 
beaten from tbe field of argument tl 
fly for refuge to faith. Theologians 
Atheism is made up of opinions false, 
and monstrous, and affirm as sometb: 
contradiction, that *'god made heav 
earth, and all things therein, visible am 
hie." The sea, say they, is his, for h 
it, and his hand formed the dry L^d. 
tor, and therefore demgyisr is admitted a 
noted by Deists as well as Christians, 
all sincere religionists must believe in a 
whom the worid was first produced, a 
formed or moulded into its present 
Saint Paul was evidently a demgner, §» 
from Epistle to the Romans* where it 
ten that ** tbe universal things of bii 
from the creation of the world ai» dev 
being understood by things that are 
He even goes so far as to say, tbat vrt 
are without excuse, or at all evantB ( 
Jews, who had ** clearly «ed»" tmviiibli 
were so. Some designers love to dun 
the infinite wisdom, and goodaeas of gw 
** mercy, they aay, enduretb for eratJ^ 
enlarge apon tbe order, bannoi^, ai 
admirable wisdom, displayed in the v 
creation. Tbe beauty of the lily, tbe c 
fragrance of the rose, tbe regular moli 
brilliant appearance of the planets^ i 
universal and most admirable ada^Ki 
means to ends, are most eloqucadv 
upon, as innumerable proofs of god s 
leace and artistic skill. To sueh beli« 
only wonder is bOw way mem. oa& lie i 
blindly obstiiiatd «a f»t M «§• ittdttf 




abavsuck. Somehmi: doi 

t)Vi md btnda to f-nap ; but 
dilWverPiJ IlweurpasninjtwiKdoni 
tTtdentwl wrei Iru obviios, bu' 
I. Nefer are rfoignwi 
, tiAiult limn when dei- 
"iW GtnCBi or diinga In tbu 
ttiroMt," Tbewr^eaihuaJiinlir 
I IbU fflnda weea duignal lu 
p« into pari, ihe ie» iuigntd lo 

il mm carruption. Hum- 

, A llwolBtion OTOT viift con- 
ite proved lety useful ia clenring 
ntuB, tre dierdbre moit obvinui- 
'« Miirfotn. EanliqunbeB, whicb 
t eitiM, and Tolcsnic eruptions, 
in and tbcir wretched inhalii- 
MUider ta seeming evils, and 
ag diapBrngcmenti of god'e 
«s froiB a ngbt point of riew, 
nuy for the htrmoDT of tbv 
KB and b1c?i« upon the biiman 
preflervfl it in b^thralaem and 
wa CMUiot see witliont eytt, 
legs, or think vrty wvll witbont 
Innitabk ; but thnt the eye wu 
(BA le^ rnarff 10 Walk, or th(? 
tbiiik, u, t4 tiie philosopher, juM 
10 a^ Mones were naifi lu brMt 
bI^ madt (0 vtur BlockingB, i 
) hire t!i«r throxts out. It 
Jiirt, ibit designer;, vrhile (her 
dw avtlior of all tbings, wiab 
I ftoM the oategory, nor is it un 
■dhioee Ujr, god is tbe mtker of 
Otflb, and cjl ibiii ia rberein 
^ " r juible and inriidble," but 
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deTil. Wbich kind ol doctrine 



being designed by god, all 



||rii!«l avtte 
A X pmcii 



09 oeceaaary 
IB a god or angels ; 
that the Deist wl 
creator, and moderslar of t 
I teuonablj refuse a belief 
bi The ncietenoe of a eai ci 
>ini upoa niiuial priaciple^ 
<a devils, while there aie many 
(OB thai mny be nrged wby ad- 
JtUIC^use of an laielligeat god, 
it thxt of an iutetligeot deril, 
i^ to mnD, has made couutlesH 
Ilia ettrtb bus been ihrougb all 
!*tai»DeneafdeaolatioQ. The 
^^_ men has exceeded tbat of the 
t| tfesf«npire of last, Druelly,and 
^KT. ...^ ^jjj p(j|^ jjl j^i^. ^_ 



. - — , — _ ._ - hole paw«r tif p^ 
ty lodf>eil in ihe haode of bad statninea 
and vorSA prleatn Lie heen 

a intended lo proiecl. The protect ioa 
bss bit be rlo been given to thejUBtnnd 
ent, ia that of ibe tiger to its pr«y, or 
if wolves to lambs. Kor did Zoijliar, llie 
latbite.answfrJoblruly.for tliBlriuinpb- 
^ if the wicked is not abort, am- ia the Jnr 
of tbe bypDcrile but for a moment ! Naj. it it 
Ttain that no " tabernBclea" prosper to well 
i Ihoaa " of robbers," nor aov into whose 
lads " god bringetb so abundantly" a^ the 
■oud, the oruel, nnd nnicrupuloup. Cicero, 
hen speaking oftlie extraordinary gaud for* 
ine of a certain noted pirate, Mid, it bore leS' 
limony against Ibe gods ; and the Stoica were 
arten disposed to murmur againiit proridenoe, 
from seeing tbat il permitted vice lo triuiDpli 
over virtue, and tyrants to wad« lo thronea 
through seas of blood. But the Aiheidi sees in 
' ■ injustice, as il is called, of god or provi* 
ce, the triumph nf his system. The eiJa- 
■e of evil is a difficulty to the Deiiil, an 
iperable one to all <iaigntn who admit tba 
ilence of a god, but deny that of the devil ; 
none of these that we have met with will 
rr toncoeplsucbigod astbatDf Pinto, agnd 
capable of crsuling matter, but not powerful 
' - cmtfolittmaltgnancs. To the Atheist, 
the candle'a Same, or a poor fly in ibe 
fang* uf a spider, ia a proo/' tbat tbe world 
-lid not bare been designed by one bf^ing, 
initely wise, infinitely good, and infinitiily 
[lowerfu]. Infinite goodneas would not detdre 
E>vi1, infinite power would not have created it, 
nor could an artist infinitely wise fashion an 
imperfect coiverse. God, says EpiouruB, 
could have prevented evil or would not, or 
would bare prevented evil and cnutd ifol, or 
both could and would have prevented it. If 
he could have prevented evil and would not, 
■Kt establish his power at the price of his 
goodness, if be could have prevented evil and 
would not, we establish bis goodness at tbe 
pric« of his omnipolency ; if he both could and 
would have prevented the eiisteaoe of evil, 
bow came evil into the world I Snub is aub- 
slantiully, for we quote from memory, ibe 
famous dilemma of Epicnrus, nbicb designers 
can neither escape from nor dare to seize by 
the boms, lest tliuy ahould be gored. If Epi- 
curus be not unanswerable, it is certain tlial 
lie has never yel been answered, C. 8, 

OkiestalGr EitNESS. — Saladin, oonquerorof 
tbe East, who held Jerusalem at the time of 
the crusades, by his will left charities to be 
given to Jens, Christiana (bia enemies), Mo- 
hamedans, &c., &c., witbouC distinct ion of 
class, sect, pnrty. or oonntiy. We ore na far 
behind the lieailien in grcatoesa and liberalirr, 
as we are remote tram tbe iiiaaQn.\itivVDnRi^'ji 
nod aobUiu«» o£ xW GieeVa uABAina&a. 
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God- WORSHIPPING. — There is a vast empire, 
governed by a monarcb, whose straDge conduct 
is very pro])er to confound the minds of his sub- 
jpcts. He wishes to be known, loved, respected, 
obeyed ; but never shows himself to his sub- 
jeois, and everything consinres to render un- 
criain the ideas, formed of his character, 
llie people, subjected to his power, have, of 
the character and laws of their invisible 
sovereign, such ideas only, as his ministers 
give them. They, however, confess that ihey 
have no idea of their master ; that his ways are 
impenetrable ; his views and nature totally in- 
comprehensible. These ministers, likewise, 
disagree upon the commands which they pre- 
tend have been issued by the sovereign, whose 
instruments they call themselves. They an- 
nounce them differently to each province of 
the empire. They defame one another, and 
mutually treat each other as impostors and 
false teachers. The decrees and ordinances, 
they take upon themselves to promulgate, are 
obscure : they are enigmas, little calculated to 
be understood, or even divined, by the subjects, 
for whose instruction they were mtended. The 
laws of the concealed monarch require inter- 
preters ; but the interpreters are always dis- 
puting upon the true manner of understanding 
them. Besides, they are not consistent with 
themselves ; all they relate of their concealed 
prince is only a thread of contradiction. They 
utttT concerning him not a single word, that 
does not immediately confute itself. They call 
him supremel}*^ good ; yet there is no one, who 
does not complain of his decrees. They sup- 
pose him infinitely wise ; and under his ad- 
ministration, everything appears to contradict 
reason and good sense. They extol his justice ; 
and the best of his subjects are generally the 
least favoured. They assert he sees every- 
thing ; yet his presence avails nothing. He is, 
say they, the friend of order ; yet throughout 
his dominions all is in confusion and disorder. 
He makes all for himself; and the events sel- 
dom answer his designs. He foresees every- 
thing ; but cannot prevent any thing. He 
impatiently suffers offence, yet gives every one 
the power of offending him. Men admire the 
wisdom and perfection of his works ; yet hiy 
works, fuil of imperfection, are of short dura- 
tion. He is contmually doing and undoing ; 
repairing what he has made ; but is never 
pleased with his work. In all his undertakings, 
he proposes his own glory ; yet is never glori- 
fied. His only end is the happiness of his 
subjects ; and his subjects, for the most part, 
want necessaries. 1 hose whom he seems tu 
favor are generally least satisfied with their 
fate; almost all appear in a perpetual revolt 
against a master, whose greatness they never 
cease to admire, whose wisdom to extol, whose 
goodness to adore, whose justice to tear, and 
whose laws to reverence, though never obeyed. 
Thia empire is the world : this monarch god ; 



his ministers are the priests ; bis m 
mankind. — Good Senu, published hj Co 



NOTICE TO COEUESPONDENT8. 

Ball and Concert for thb Benefit c 
Southwell, at the Social Institution, John 
Tottenham Court Boad. 

We have received the Beirart of the Con 
who express their highest satis&ction at the 
The attendance they state " was one of the ra 
merous and respectable that ever congregated 
the walls of the Institution. Such a &ct is tt 
to be prized, when we take into consideratk 
the price of admission was more than ii gt 
charged on such occasions; but the eoa 
thought Mr. Solthwell's conduct just and 
able, and they were willing to try if ha (I 
stand in the same estimation with every iah 
and tndu libercU individual.*' 

Mr. lioyd Jones addressed the asseoafalyii 
appropriate and eflfective addreas, expontd f 
surdit|r as well as injustice of the proeeediB|ti 
Mr. Southwell, and urged, with his QsnaT^ 
all present, not to slacken with their aid or ill 
in supporting him in his stnq^e. 

A Petition expressive of the Meeting^ itn 
approbation of prosecutions for blasphemy, a 
both unjust and impolitic, their lugfa amweel) 
the intelligence and morality of Oie mdlfk 
question, and prajrins^ for his immediate nla 
read aloud, and signed for presmtatum t 
houses of parliament. 

The committee strongly urge on all Am 
branches to take similar steps, Bfr. Sooii 
conscientious observance of truth "iriihqi 
tcry or fear of man," and his bold, not 
misine, honest conduct in the disseniliitt 
what nc thinks to be truth, entitle him I 
support. But there is a lugher duty thi 
bers of the social body owe, and that a pron 
efficient supjiort of all conscientious Dit^wU^ 
interfered with by an iniquitous law. nil 
present nearly four hundred. The body of ti 
being filled with dancers, and the large Oiflb 
being devoted to vocal entertainments, &e. T 
sum of £12 58. 2d. was realised by tlie ol 
Is. 6d. for sing^le, and 28. for doable tieketa. 
ditional pound subscribed, made, in total reec 
behalf of Mr. Southwell, £13 Ss. 8d. 

A *' True Atheist" is as yet but on the tb 
of true atheism. There is much to be leamei 
a rcci-uit enters the field against old Mddien 
church militant Though coarse, a veiy n 
wholesome reflection is couchcNl in the M 
words : " Man through inuAranee fidlt an ■ 
tim to a gang of bloodthiimty bigots who i 
fiunily of the necessaries of luie. And vtatti 
gut in return. He is clothed in a mantle ti 
stition and fed with the scanty sermons doiv 
the brutalizing book." Let the ** True AAdi 
cipline his mind by reflection and wxitiiig. 

u. ^I.'s strange jumble of ol^eetioai toi 
and his "Great first Intelligent and De 
Cause" will be considered in the series ef 
under the head " Is there a God 1" 

Erratum. The "Letter to the Sodatt 
No. 11, should have been no. vi, not ▼. 

A reprint of No. 4, containing the ** Jew 
is now ready. 

Plan op Organization for an Akti-Fi 
TiON Union. — ^The Committee who are nowi 
in preparing a plan will gladly receive soggc* 



Printed bv G. J. HoLYOAKB, 179, BnxnnlMll 
.Sheffield; and PubUahed for him by all 
Booksellers. 

Saturday, Marob 19, IMS. 
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! CANT OF PREJUDICE. 

Um Bpidcr ol (be mlnJ,"— P*JKK. 

NS has uii>), liiat Snglatiil a fa- 

I. fooli, fogs, uid genius, ilad 

d t!be pmlifiG ptageay of caiiEi. fab 

a would bare bew roost complete. 

. jutmd of bi4n^ ft fertitising 

'' ' ig Riut invigorBliog the Ter- 

4 like ntagoBiic panda on the 

Aainog Bad malarioa to nLLaok 

1 of froedum, and panlUmg 

p. snvlrale the apoatlDS of free 

' Wliea tt cheeriug outbreak of eo- 

I tbe muae of truth ^pearii, raising 

9 tbp fbnd hopes of mRa's belter 

-" 'i have been deferred till the 

[ ;. proTiog (in Chanuinc'B 

le liunmn apitil is not whcllj 

.laUetud buuiiMw, Ui*t it OM 

i Ibt mounttina of worldlineu 

down; the 






shrugging their shoulderi irhea iLtv tliouU 
raiae their anus, and ebaking iheir beads ia> 
stead of expanding their henu. 

We shall desciuit upon " Tiolence" when 
its etamturd is raised. For the piewat we 
frill fpatOTB tbe RBaertioa, that if tbe | 

of maiddnd are not to be □ 
ere must sjiut their maulha or _ 

bells. Trutii must be silent, honesU tie 
CBsbiered, improvenieuts be carefully baied up, 
and discoveries bo r^nociled. Regeneration 
be scouted, Tefono abandoned, progrei- 

lecODie a delusion, and. mpti, like the dial 
of Ahar, learn to go bookicardi. Suppo*e 
the rale had been alnajs acted upon. BooOD, 
Copernicus, Locke, and Newton would hava 
lived in vain, becnuse thair iheories offended 
the prejudices of the advocates of ike sub- 
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eant cry, " You 

prqudices." The ardent 

■oul seared into c 

oaDTentioaalisniB of the 

red. and duplicity 

Bespeciabiliiy and 
eulogized ns " pru - 
niaiion, UB "a know- 

.. , le very personifieation of " e 

Ifouth aggmvates the crime of 
id sincerity must creep under the 
f falsehood, and peep about ti 



• ilufaooonruble 



grave 



d de£ne canl. to he a vrhiaing pre- 

» goodness, made with a BUiisler de- 

'- It W hat it may, thLi is the sense in 

use the term. And this is the na- 

le oalcry ogoiost any " violent' 

Ik prejudices. All who deprecate 

ire not, we ore tvilliug to bel 

t gniliy. Dislioneaty begat the cry, 

-M ahd jgnoranoe hare nurtured and 

C )t~up. Like the influenEa or cholera 

I,' fit BlU.elis are epidemical. Modern 

' fa .are cliiefiy affected with it at this 

"bediseaBe is rntbei' debilitating than 

., More effeminate than fatal ; the 

1 mny ba known by ihe_afliicted 



iie advpcatet 
iceutfafipHditie 






krietall«> 
:*elesaf 



itnntial forms . 

lh« aDlid qiherea, e*anurin% and ejuc^eles i 

Plolemy, as J. Minter Morgan iiai well said. 
In our own day, railways ebould hare been 
postponed till iLe millenh^, because ibey 
outraged tlie prejudices of every uoacliman in 
tbe kingdom. 'I bey should hare been giiidu- 
ilh introduced, running only six or eight 
niics an hour " until tbe puhlia mind was 
better prepared," Gallnnd Spu^m^lBim {•' in- 
experienced men") should have been silent on 
phreaology, inasmuch as the melap^ysicBl pre- 
judices of the Browniles, lleidiaj^ and Slew- 
artonians were moat unmercifully diockeJ, In 
say nothing of believers in tbe immnlLTiolity 
of (be soul. Gasometers ebould hare been 
ibed, as the lamplighters of London, ac- 
eording to I^ickens, dropped from their lad- 
ders JburfesH limM ill fla« nigdl ,' Their feeliaga 
bad been so " violently attacked" by tb« cru«l 
introduction of gas! I 

Passing to grarer things. How should 
Robert Owen be reprobated for his new 
view's 1 Political economiitj have run wild. 



u better IbiC 



half bli^wn up by the Guy Fa. 
cialism. Surely Mr. Owen mistook the nine- 
iccntli for the ainily-iliOi century. We are in 
the very furnace of suficriDg and hell of 
despair. Would it not h 
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tBe slow tortines of transition for six centu- 
ries instead of onet He who calmly weighs 
the question, will find that there is neither 
first principle nor final conclusion, hint nor 
douht in relation to existing opinions and 
practices against which some tender soul will 
not exclaim. Neither is there any ohjeetion 
against " attacking that which is faUe which 
will not he raised against explaining that 
N which is true," In this world nothing is so 
offensive as truth. Always a libel and per- 
petual disgrace. Besides, where is there a 
yacant spot on which to build in peace, which 
error and prejudice does not occupy ? Who 
can build up without first destroying, and who 
can destroy without attacking? All life is 
battle: battle against antagonistic powers, 
battle against death. In youth against blight- 
ing blasts. In manhood against decay. In 
old age against the narrow bed. The infantile 
spirit of good is ever warring in the moral 
world agamst the full grown powers of evil. 
Prejudice is the barrier of error, which must 
be passed over before the latter can be driven 
from the field, and truth take its place. 
Why should it be conserved then ? Do we 
not sweep without ceremony the cobwebs 
from our houses? Why so careful of the 
spiders of the mind 1 If weakness be ad- 
mitted as the excuse, the confession consti- 
tutes a disgrace. 

If those who have faith in building up are 
desirous of employment, we recommend the 
establishment of this proposition. The thoughts, 
<fpinionSf and beUefs of men are mutable, the crea- 
tures of time and circumstance, born by accident 
and to be relinquished without regret or hesitation 
at the demand of truth. Let men but learn 
this important lesson and prejudices will fall 
dead. No just man is in love with his 
; opinions. No philosophical mind cares who 
Attacks his beliefs. No consistent person, 
who pretends to hold true conceptions of 
things, but will cry, let error have full swing, 
let its violence be unbridled — truth may 
grapple, but she is immortal. Shall we then 
continue to treat mankind as self-deceivers 
and inconsistent imbeciles, as all do who pre- 
tend to respect their prejudices? That man 
pays them the highest compliment who openly 
and fiercely attacks them. 

" It is a fortunate thing," some one has ob- 
served, " to write with the prejudices of man- 
kind in one's favour." How shall we fare 
who write against them, we know not. We 
have ever regarded prejudice as the hood- 
winks of men's mental eyes, and cloak of the 
body of error, and would, without ceremony, 
pull the first away and tear the other off. 
We think they ought never to have been 
there, and to pretend to a very tender regard for 
them is preposterous. It approximates to the 
man's notion of compeneation, who defined it 
to be « a reward for non-execution of certain 
1X4 



duties, alirtyi toow^ paid for^goii 
never perfonned." In thaae tunes, wtc 
manity is mocked, the claims of poreft 
regarded, and virtue trampled into thi 
are mMtal prejodices to be held like w( 
gloves. The age wants not footmen for 
hood, but warriors for tmth ; ohampio 
justiee; soldiers for the battle of right a 
might. The Babel of oppesaion readu 
skies. Justice demands its destmction. 
hate temporising forbearance in reli 
misery. The voice of expediency mar f 
the ear of troubled g^ilt, but it gatoc 
round the heart of jiffliotion. The ma 
flattery should never be heard when 
kneU of justice ought to be tolled, 
we irritate, it is said, by plain vffn 
Better to irritate opulent criminahty 
blast the hopes of virtue and stifle its ' 
When nrejadioe, as in the case of id 
binds tne world of mind in its fell d 
to state honestly-held opinions is right 
to fearlessly put forth what to ns is ntal 
we regard as a first duty. Nor wiB m 
mit thrusting forward our opinions to be 
sidered as intolerance, as the Odd FeVitm 
neously contended. Intolerance is pashm 
opinions to the violent exclusion of all o 
We do no such thing. Men ma^ laimi 
far as we are concerned, anting a 
ocean of thonght ; we claim an equal 
for ourselves ; Isbmaelites of tnith, wU 
hand against all error, and all error ai 
us. If it be objected, that our piineipb 
destructive, an titfwitting complnneDt li 
them. For they can never be *'too an 
nistic" for our purpose. We make no 
attempts at washing blackamoors white 
proving the unimprovable, or conservini 
good in that which, so far as we have n 
displayed, is aVL together bad ; belieTiii 
we do, that the EtMopian of superstitioi 
never change its skin, nor the leopard c 
ligion its spots. 

In the days of old, when priestcraft bold 

With tyranny held the sway. 
Men crouched at their fcet, on their bloodslaiaei 

like creatures of coarser day. 

And they do now, and talk of respectise ' 
opinions they should hold in unquaUnd 
horrence. &(oould earnestness in the p« 
of truth be carried to excess, "It Is. 
honorable" says Coleridee, '*to the ImI 
well as to the heart so to oe misled, than ' 
safe from blundering by contempt of it' 
it is inquired, what is the utili^ of dec 
and determination in exposing error wil 
limit, it is best answered in the violent t 
sition men raise against the Course. "% 
you fawn, palliate, smooth, and flatter, nfl 
easiness is felt. Throw off the maak aai 
honest men, and the tocsin is soon] a(MB 
in the camps of oppression, the tyrant 
shalls lu0 foroei and the priest repabi 



U iboiiU be tke ftfp of menUl e!ii< 
Cft nen ilionld go forth udcI aitaok 
n of orror in his den, not 
■t hoDe sboat ihdr fern uid pre- 
Why diould errar Are better Uart 
I the world, wfaich is Icnocked Oovd 
impled uader foot br 
laeatal Napoleon e 
ig the old Bjatem of tac- 
'^ DD s bold sQcl rigvioiu war- 
lib •^siuBt the meneiaif iroopi 

:emptedl If o 
muit, or iujnMiee will be do] 
> tsempled, the san oF improi 

aitk betuw the horison, and leave 
I to darlmew, ctrimp, ami death, 
I gonm the world." Ihay cannot 
4 u private prnperlylbrtheTeaiane 
Md> bmaUM if eierj miin ia deter- 
to«ip bia aim we. mint stand still, 
' Mn look, mnrmtu-, or movo witboni 
DM^ ooe'a prejudice!. No one aaks 
Im^ leare to outrage bia feelinga, 

I we lab die rich oppreaaOT'i caoseDt 
-■'"it hi» crimesT If we do, will 
:.T From Ibo vetj OBlars of our 
1 tba world we muat take tlieae 
' Take tare to gipo do unnMietsary 
H adnm niany well-iolraiioned 

Tbe advioe ii aoperduoua. The 
I, that HtniMeeiBry pain will be 
itougfa mildneaa in 'prate«line antt 
I* ■•Mt-BTBtM and wealth. W? 
error, and put a whip in the handa 
neat Bum, to lash the rasoal nnlied 
■*M. Whom do we offend. No 

II wonld harbour him, and ainci* he 
I, no diahoneil man abould be 

" It giTCi bin pain to ptrt with 
^■n bo told. To whom, pennit ua 
Wbo il aa aelliah. who will not 
itoe far tratb } Who ao «ile na to 
re fOF falsehood ? If any, apeak I 
Imeas ia his dingrace, sod bis daa- 
liees bim out of the pule of human 
Bnd bim only have irs oSended. 
n aa luaveB," vaya a jadicioue and 
oterb, "and you make them ao," 
man wa would trsat opponents as 
Men. All such love open, better 
Mlfld, attacks, m^n who boldlj 
ireaob belter than they who under- 
tl J therefore we deprefota dis- 
evere, thialdng there JE 
do not believe that men 
M Vaierlj. For seeing them bar- 
Mdieaey without mrupie, obanged 
Asbloa, we look si tbem aa things 
BOB. If ibey do, our course is 
bffWtionH than tbat which, preteud- 
tbrir bollowneea, affeeta eontempt 
tbt eVpeaitioB, and with spititoal 



pride despises that which tb«y aiwime ia'too 
important and tender a matler to permit Ibnn 
to touch. Such conduct aeems to m limrt- 
Icaa, while laying claim lo gendeuaM, wonml- 
ing bvyond meaaure the vanity, ahilo pro- 
tending U> reapeot tba feelinga. It biiati 
tiain wantonly, engendering hate withOOl ro- 
igbteoing tbe mind. Believing <t man lo be 
in error, to our notions the higbul compli- 
meot we can pay him ia to eapoaa it. He 
knows we csanol esteem him wbile ia tbat 
state; by flattering him we become bypo- 
eriles, by reasoning- with him wa perform the 
part of a friend. The warmth of our leelinga 
will he regarded by all rightly-ronititotSl 
minda as not derogating from true kindoen. 
Far, with tbe outbor of Laeon, " Lei as ba- 
ware of that proud philosophy which affeola 
to inculcate philanthropy wbire it denounce* 
every home-bom feeling by which it ia pro- 
duced and nurtured." tn rdatioii to (Us 
ratioQ we have said nothing of those wbo 
luld prescribe tbe modw of thought and 
colon of argument, making the mawntr to oon- 
form to some standard of tbeir own orotobelj' 
iplion. Boch iniolorance ia too oflfcnsifa 
borne. Thoughts do not bubble up m 
coatom VBOuld prescribe, it is arrogance lo de- 
mand a fbsbionnble ullentnee of iheni, and 
hypocrisy to comply. Pity men are ao much 
houDil and influenced by custom. Nothitaf 
^ontributea more to produce that "dead bivd" 
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tbe winds and variegated as lb 

The phyaical world has not mora 
auliful variety than the moral. 
IVlienever we bear mca checked in tbeir 
ardent advocacy of truth by the absuril cry 
tbat prejudices are in danger, we alvrayi re- 
n tbe obarcb is laid to be in 
danger, tithes, and bishoprics, and lat ree- 
the ihiDga meant; oncI,b7 analogj', 
ision comes home to us, tbat pte- 
dangcr imply little else than that 
weakness or guilt are crying out, and that 
religious Annaniaa and Sappbira are 
keeping back the money of truth. Such con- 
' jcl defended by the pretext of philanthropy 
lame in argnment and faUe in pbilosophy — 
it nriijllrBg taortl la it not cowardice coo- 
■sled under the mask of charity, and shrink- 
ing from duty, sought to be covered bypseudo- 



levolen 






Wa heartily bid farewell t 

ivoid all atlneka upon," or, " offences 
agauiBl, (hem." " Don't hart people's feel- 
ings." Do the " eradual," the "pentle,"' 
tbe " grand," and all such like principles, or 
more properly, auob "Lit doion atui dk" 
policy. Using the invocation of Charles 
Heeco Pemberlon, in his iixpennywortb of 
truth, tbey may. 
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Cmm, fnonl, niT«. nai, nf. '■!'. •'•'I'. >P^> ""3 
Bigh, p™y! lamnit, "eep, 510U1, c^ole, and coai. 
If Ihey will but permit ob with our pens 01 
tongues to defond oorseliea in anr own w»y, 
they will never " horl cur prejudiceB." Care- 
Ims of a few bcbts, we ^ree wilh Richaria 
FumeoB, the strewd author of MtJicai Mogiu, 
whose seDtimentB we have no difficulty in reci. 
proo»tiog,"That the game laws of modem ca-i^ 
Ciduii are u odions aa my Lord'eof WbarDcliffe, 
uid he who would 'shootfolly asit Siea,' muai 
not fear 1 treepaaa ; thank ray stars ! happy 
ID the independence of poverty, who grants mi: 
a literary licence, I sport where I please ; yei 
when 1 aim at honest worth, or angle with th^ 
bait of flattery for the approbation of oppres- 
BOra, may the keepers of the sacred preserreb 
of faith and justice, seiie gun, net, and rod, 
and condemn me to the prison of oblirion.'' 
A quotation from the Her. Sydney Smilh'b 
Letter to ArehdtaCDn ShgleUm, on EctUiiaititai 
Cmnunnu, will happily conclude tbia chapter. 
It is BO admirable, so much to the point, and 
«o perfectly illuBtrafes our views, that we feel 
as if we had indited it in a trance. Sydney 
says, " We are told, if jou agitate queetioi 
among yourselves, you will have the dem< 
cratic Philistines come down upon you, and 
sweep you sU away togetljr- "- — — ' 



some delight in apopleiy, and others prefe 
mitraamua. I would infinitely rather b& 
crushed by democrats, than, under the plea of 
the public good, be mildly and hlaodly ah- 
■orbed by bishope." 

So say we. Honesty may enter its proteal 
and welcome, but we will not be " mildlv siid 
blandly abscsbed" by cant, smoothfaced hy- 
pocrisy, nor truckling expediency. If we are 
overwhelmed it shall never be by " charit- 
able regards" for us. 

O, J. H. 



TO THE SOCIALISTS OF ENGLAND. 



blntf I0 uft« too much ireed* 

jiait IfyoucultheoldcanJ, ..._ 

wateriBapCtorunriU'UiFr than ^uhLve aiaiod to." 

— BiltlDp OAHDTNBa. 

It is related of Chiistina, Queen of Sweden, 
that when on a ri;it at I^>me, abe was much 
churmed with Bellini's famous statue of Truth, 
which being observed by.a waggish cardinal 
in her train, he took ooqaxion to , express his 
satisfaction, that her majesty abould be so 
enamoured of truth, an aSeetuin so unDsoal 
116 



a-non; crowned heids ; when CbitM 
plied, " My lord cardinal, all Irutit 
nui/^ of marble." This significant rep^' 
lo:( upon bis cirdinalship, nor will 
fanes', he at a losa to undnatand the n 
thpreof. You will not bil to perceive 
truth were merely an abstnction, " ba 
ttic eut wind" of alt great leanlts, 
little dangerous to authority aa finely 
eloDef, none would be found to objec 
Neidier crowned heads, nor statesni 
ptifft' object to words, it is action th< 
ami it will be found, upon a close eian 
of liunan motives, that bigotry the mo 
tic, and hatred the most intenae, of tree 
liavi.' their source in the fear of chin 
not, ai generally supposed, in the love 
ms, polideal or religious- The mel 
savin;; of a certain monk, " We must 
printing or printing will destroy us,' 
the philosophy of all human oppoaitioi 
spread of truth. The stuhbomnesa < 
lerbial, and great truths ■ ' " 
neither ben ' 
a their slov 
/ all craay 
a^^aaelesa systems built npon tt 
tlie prime wisdom of one generation t 
i^hness of the next. It is part and pi 
liumaa nature to hate that which reall 
or sfcma to, injure it. The most cormp 
H'ouUl willingly let truth slone, if tniu 
let them alone. The god Jebovah ba 
who fifiiMI to vindicate his honour and 
his ruuse, but it is the god SlamaM* 
really loved and defended. In heftvt 
in ]>urgaIory, or this bedlam of the ui 
humnn nature will always be human 
and ijupposing a state of immortality, 
thasi^ rrno are destined to enjoy it find J 
and interest incompatible, their house oi 
iFould infalliblv become a " den of thi. 
Your party baa now sn . admirable o 
nity to distingaish itself as a party dei 
truth — as a party that is too proud to Bi 
sense of local injur; 10 weigh against 
good — a party prepared to make i^ulril 
trutti'y sake, sacrifices of vanity, wei) 
the t<bouts of the multitude. These 
ill put you to the teat, and for evei 
H-hetiio' you are sham or real reforms 
and R;>men 0! principle, or creatures n 
of iliiU light material which is blown al 
ry wind of selfish interest. I aa; 
::rs will put you to the teat, tor t 
idedly hostile to your immediate ii 
. pnr^, they are not seasoned by I 
n of flattery, and treat upon llioBi 
s irhich you will probably think hat 
be buried in silence, queationa delicate 
ciost difficult fairly to hand! 
re two masters, is an old 
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ur aisaionBiiM *ill eneeilily tiare 
hetber Ibej will bulit ibeu ton^M 
luddnig, or g\re up their pnd- 
$ tlu)ir4tni;uM. 

the cursB of nil reforming juw- 
iTuig^ no filed basis of priiic»ilp, 
Gonise of pmclice, ibej hxve flue- 
id a gnns nf ».>e-aair, betneen 
'•-"'"■"■• justica and eipedienev. 
,ueace of Ibis miiemble 
isial swindling hag been nn utEer 
' ideu in the miada of mea, nil ban 
opntradictorj, and diihonest ; and. 
Bsrljr bought eipcrieno?, jioHticul 
triwnt whipli nnybody cnn talk, 
I undentaml. 
, ifiOfiill oLhi'ri.tliemoBtworth}' 
, B WMticol porn, yet, conpared 
H i^ht havt' elfecleil, and even 
M pnolicc ba« bevn miternble in 
I Tdu Lava in your ranks the rerv 
ttfrmfra, men of lalenl, integrity, 
■TOtion lo prinriple. but these arc 
t the many. The bulk of your 
~ I, with no extra anlhusiiuai 
ofninoiple, This u mauifeet io 
n* Nfa M."-al irorU. which 

Htenla ilioso I call the enll 
f.m I do hia majtsl; of Morocco. 
9^ pfonuiF of beuiimmg a gnat 
■!''■• die cnuis of freedom, and 
Ae piRvuit of i(, you are fast 
mt • eoniinunily of ptdlara, with 
vU M to cbink e( oulhing but 
MMlMlaK la tk* oMtonal aale of 
dr.Tbe aaying "fa noble floman, 

iKtIer Tor great souls to live id 
I. tluui mmn and dastardly spirits 
.gilded habitations, ia oeilher re- 

WdM8tood> Your party ie now 
« father by tts interesU than its 
J^iereat alone ia a good cement, 
rae Mmeal. Tlie lasting vement 
Mted on enlightened prinoiples. 
^OUr publie policy, I proleat, that 

jMit, I do not know what it ia, 
iMpa, f«w hare taken more pains 
oai private policy ia for private 
nd that IB laudable and generally 
t M public policy, the declaration 

of pvblic principles, there baa 

\^k nny party will sucoeod in re- 
ft come-day, go-day 
It think it useful to 
„_^.. between trulh and 

war against error nnd corruption 
-- -f extermination. Tlia whole 
parl)[, if policy it may he 
profuise between trulh and 
ODeat; and diBhoneaty. It ia n 
ipt lo please c»erybod)f, that 
aboTtivp, and will ultimaialy' 
If. It ia the JMile raUUmini of 



monilt^, a sort of middle ptih, which, though 
lying in two countrien, properly beloags to 
neither. Any one who can imagine a line 
drawn between philosophy and fully, wouM 
hit my idea of your general policy. 

Mr. Owen otten eomplains that wen talk as 
lliongh certain prineiplea were alrictly true, 
and act as though tney were grossly false, 
which is indeed a kind of conduet but too 
common, nor can I aee any lemedy for ihj* 
stale of thinga, but by chooung jourprinoiple* 
and conaistenilv abiding by Ibem. But Mr. 
Owen himself liPB open to ibia iny chor^, 
for he assert!!, aa an incontrorertibte principle. 
that noihing hut tmlh will regenerate the 
•rorlil i and jet 1 have hefbre abown that be 
violileB that great principle in hia praotice, 
tbflrehy speaking as though certain principlea 
were strictly true, and acting aa though Oioy 
were grossly Mac. Mr. Owen haa indeed 
been sadly inconsistent of late, if no haraher 
term is to be applied to bia cuniiucC at Bristol. 
I b«tier(^ him to he n good man, one of the 
best this age has produced, but aa much orer- 
nUcd by his friemla as depreciated by hia 
eaemies. Benerolent aa lioward, but with 
Iwger nnd nobler views, Mr. Owen muBl take 
rank among tlieipvaleatpliilanthropiata of any 
age or narion. The good he has done ia in- 
calcuLible ; but, if I may be allowed tbe 
paradox, tlie good he baa done, is all the 

rhe will do. The many have OTurtaken 
Owen, and the few have pasaad him. 
He haa done much by way of opening lbs 
raad which leads lo truth, but be is now not 
the most competent to travel tbat w»p Ilia 
philosophy, I mean no disrealieet, remmds me 
of what was said of the famous " covenant" 
by a member of the long parliament. It a 
tike an ohl almanac, out of dat«. Mr. OwMt 
is far better adapted to be the govenior of a 
community than a teacher of philosophy, or a 
leader of free inquirerB. And I do not hesi- 
tate to avoir my conviction that your party baa 
suffered much during; the last few years by 
clinging ao fast lo hia skirts, and eulFetiaj; 
itself to he dragged tbrougb the mire of apos- 
lacy and absurdity. Mr. Owen does not appear 
to have been aware of the great trulli which 
staadsattheheadofthisletter, that "Ifyoucut 
the old canal, the water ia apt to run farther 
you have a mind lo." He has been one of 
lost active and efficieut cotters of the old 
canal, and is half angry, for he is 
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ipoiled by flatterv nnd the rage for system. Hia 
bland and ofTable manners, unwearied benevo- 
lence, and dogged perseverance in the enunoiB- 
mon place, but biglily 
jmmand the admiratjiu 
of all good men ; on the other band, his pra- 
found conterojit for all opinions not batched. 
■' language of Pmfejsor Sedgwick, 
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within the narrow fences of his own conceite, 
his inveterate habit of proving hjpiself a £dse 
]>rophet, and his late letming towards a Jesuitic 
Jund of policy, leave us ample reason to re- 
gret, for the sake not merely of Mr. Owen's 
reputation, but for the sake of the interests of 
your party, together with those of the world at 
large, tbat he did not long since retire into 
private life. His own opinion is that your 
party can do nothing without him, my opmion 
is that it never will do anything with him. 
There is a kind of fatality about his projects, 
and his very name conjures up the idea — un- 
practical. As practical as Robert Owen, is 
now a praise accorded to all visionaries. I 
know he will smile when he reads or hears of 
this, but I had much rather he should smile at 
my blunt ignorance, than weep for my insin- 
oerity. Nothing can be more offensive than 
large pretensions and small performances, talk- 
ing as though mountains were molehills, and 
acting as though molehills were mountains. 
All vain boasting smells of quackery, and 
certainly nothing can be more quackish than 
Mr. Owen's pompous manner of laying claim 
to the character of a practical man, aye, and 
the only practical man to be found in Europe. 
Psha, all men are more or less practical, and 
there is much less difference between the wisest 
and most simple than is generally imagined. 

These are some of the truths not made rf 
marble, that few among you may be charmed 
with. I regret this, but cannot help it, there 
are prejudices to be shocked in your party as 
well as all others. My course is marked out, 
I know it to be an honest, though it may prove 
a mistaken one. I am paying freedom's price, 
and will not be easily deterred by fear or love 
of individuals from exercising those rights 
which can only be exercised by the free. 

To be weak 
Is to be miserable, doin; or suffering ; 

but I am happy to say, that with regard to the 
candid avowid of my opinions, I have neither 
scruples nor weaknesses. Mr. Owen is but a 
man with great talents and virtues, not with- 
out a tolerable share of human frailties. In- 
fallibility, said the promising Charles Roper, 
is the prerogative of no man, and he who 
would proclaim himself infallible, is one of the 
most deceived of men, or the most daring of 
deceivers. The general of the Jesuits, by a 
ficti(m worthy of their order, was esteemed a 
man without passions, surely you will not pro* 
pagate a like fiction with regard to the general 
of the Socialists. For my own part, I should 
be ashamed, nay, rather would I skulk into 
woods and wilds, making companionship with 
the half-brute half-man bush-rangers, than 
give up my rights to inquire freely, and as 
freely publish, without individual or party 
licence. 

It is not fair for those who hare the press at 



oommsnd to eraui ouwnrwM^izis At i 
innate. It is a kind of mnrder to tndi 
even expose the deteodess, but to dl 
party, such as yours, which is anned 
pied, to the very teeth, if not in priaoip] 
honesty, at least in talent and resonroei 
to do this openly is surely no mark of tre 
or cowudioe. As Pilate said to the J 
say to all Socialists : what I have wri 
have written, and will willingly defend 
this, however, is but the beginning of tfa 
and though such a beginning may be 
what salt, there is no gi^in of bittenies 
at least I feel none. Your well wisher, 
C 

IS THERE A GOD ? 

IX. 

O YES ! answer the Charons of ortb 
who live by fenying unbelievers ta 
However we agree with the Scotchmai 
dooted the fact. If all ever writtm < 
affirmative side of this queetio& oon 
collected together in one heap, we opine i1 
be poured into a perfect vaenum, with 
all destroying the common notion of noo 
Divines on this their favourite hobby 
many students under Moses, the Jewul 
gler. Their forte lies in manufaetu 
seeming something out of nothing. 

"It has been truly said/' rematke 
author of Ion, in his defence of Mr. "H 
for selling Queen Mab, "that an uni 
astronomer is mad ; an atheist poet was 
tradiction in terms." How truly an astro 
who doubts the existence of a first-eani 
be stigmatised as a lunatic, perhaps the h 
Serjeant can determine. To us the ii 
lies on the side of those who, finding tl 
verse a mystery, take refuge in a graal 
account for it. Such procedures, if astm 
cal, are far from being reasonable. 1 
supposition that the truth of the exists 
a god is involved in anything that poet 
or say is a great fallacy. A veiy cobibu 
and very influential. Much popular i 
has been enlisted in favour of Delief in t 
natural powers by poesy, without a part 
foundation. Persons who bring fort 
muses, instead of argument, only expose 
own weakness, as a little exaiainatioi 
show. 

The bard who said, "let mo make 
ballads, and you may make the laws," knc 
power of poetry in forming popular ne 
Personification is the soul of poetry, 
the tendency of the poet to embody hi 
ceptions. To admire his skill, and to A 
force and beauty added to verse is ddii 
to attach the importance of fact to his li 
ings, deleterious. Homer, Virgil, Ossb 
ancient poets, who san^ of gods, wtn 
devout believors in divine exiatefioet 






... ™ly- ten. Thtir 
atoT^ mil mfiilern imftg^ilioo, tban 
if modem pMMwIll ptnterity's. Tbc 

nan tktn' he ihinki. Lttring tbe 
't(w ualreree, lip radaaroifra to em- 

penunify Oie 'suppoied porri 
rv»de« it. Hia mmd if cooBiiti 
«d far close and «trict r^tuoniDg. 
fat it. Vtnej uid not Iodic, imsgi- 

■U Lhia ws da not ilemnr. On tLe 
l^KUiDil. But for conaiBleucvi 
Idc rarcnea go fortEi as luch. let 
1 godi and godd^ue itaod upon 

pronnd — niylAriJi^y< Out 
lireird cure of EcrepigDj. 
Orwu ; to wbicb mij be added, 
theologiHiiB of our 
'bea we hear of poels rbymiug 
1, we fimoy we see " "' 
rolling," uod their 
SW« nMhiig H local habi 
OcIebrBled tiring poet, commeoting 
MX bMFiag OD the leaowned bom- 
M, beginning — 

wH of eat itupendaui whnle, kc,. &<>.. 
M a remarkable instanee of how 
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the subjeel «ti wlilcli We tredl, I 



Khea 



, wiihoat poBBesB- 
dll of it. All Bltempta To embody 
e Que idea of a god, whether by 
hara, barie been miaerable failarea ; 
■jtle reason, that words, being as 
n besntirully raid, " The cbUdren 
he Kpr«aentaCi«ea of things ; and 
Wg to difmei, beiog No-tbing, Ud- 
t wiU elements. We mighl oarij 
■ ftnher, and quote certain tart 
l> eonteod that aoythiog can be 
t whiob A clear ooncepticm ia en- 
mriog, in this case, that people 
W wiraont any notion of the thing 
d to talk and sing about. Bat aa 
M "going too far," " ihook peo- 
iee«," kt., we refrain. 
I never beard a eeosible bjmn of 
lid'* *iing, without feeling how deep 
Hivayed upon the folly of worship 
ttm. Two lines run UiDs ; 
rar bigben nd<£i Qic thcmg ddjase, 

nt wainta who were bawling forth 
landemnation, would not oiabe llio 
••Serea Ages." Anotber proof 
e railway ol religion folly always 

lar notions inetilled into the oa- 
^y poetry, in some onaea, haa been 
j no doubt that the greatest of 
aimed at this. Still mucb mia- 
sen dose, and great adrantages 
i luoubraliona of the sons of Far- 
pMUj could prove anything upon 



Aenof 

One conaideratiDn of no little weight tax 
this subject most not be for^tten. Povls, as 
a elasa, are venal and tame-ierTing, wiU 
eulogise murders, praise tyrants, flatter power, 
bwD on rank and littv just aa patroDBge maj 
he dispensed, or the I anreatahip bestow^. Aa 
fur as dirinity goes, Ihey will sing of one god, 
or thousands, ju at aa the court fashion may de> 
mand. Byron. Shelley, Boms, and a few 
others, are glorious exceptiona ; but very few 
are such ioatances, and very hr between. It 
ought to be otherwise : the harp should ever 
be alning to troth and liberty, not proatiluled 
to flyeophancy. Where are the poela of lh» 
people, whoM wild straina waken tbc dignity 
and spirit of independenee 1 How few are 
Ihey who are not chilled by conventionalisms, 
or pensioned into sileuDe and hypocrisy. Di- 
viuiiy in their bands is not leaa an emphemera 
than liberty. When they sing of a god it is, 
in nine caaes out of ten, becaoae their patrona 
wish the mnldlude set gaping slier nonenti- 
lioB above, that tbay may secure the things 

Analyse the prevalent conceptions of god : 
Bontradietion, oonlbsion, and blunder is the 
compound. Go a scale higher: Ihe notions 
'" ^Butifully leaa." In the highest aoale 
iouB tbe notion ia fone. The rea- 
|h lack of edocstion, is not generally 
i. Men who contemplate the reve- 
lations of scienoe, the mighty teachmgs of 
■Blronomy, and look through the glaseea of 
'lel at the far off nniveiaee, wending 
{lotious way in realau where thought 









jst, do they not feel the mighty 

jumciency of the boundlesa whole? Men 

mock (he overwhelming majaaty of na~ 

by their pnny ravings and idiot teachings, 

that there must be some prop to uphold that 

whicb of itself is appalling power, are to be 

Llh supreme pity, 

■9 theologians skilfully aver, that 
the most cogent argument of the Atheist ia to 
them " a confirmation strong" of the very op- 
posite truth. Let us exercise what every 
phrenologist will approve, namely, our organs 
af imitation. It ia pretended that the magni- 
lude of nature is a atrengthening teatimony 
of belief in a god. The aame considcratioa 
linds is BO conclusive of the sufficiency 
awer, inherent propertiea, and creativa 
. as to render the asBumption of indepen- 
dent agencies, more than auperfluoua — actually 
ridiculouB. While its extent defies Ihe iiiU 
conception of itself, and renders impoasihle 
the belief in anything else. Congrmial with 
Ihe feeling of the ancient sage, on his bed of 
denth, are our views: "Mother of life, fi:oiii 
thee 1 came, to thee I goi" , 
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We bid now farewell to all poets. Th^xJ^ A Unrr to thb Piova^BoonoBij. 



are not all an wise. Many mingle g[»hilofiophjF< 
with their sonj^s, and the deep teachings of 
the universe with their muse. Their prodnc- 
tions, when taken as a standard of tradi, must 
be analysed by thought ; the chaff separated 



feature of the age — ^it might advvtit^; 
be applied to religion. If the moi wlu 
up innumerable prayers lor deliveraac 
sin would make a bold stroke (query i 
and pray that their god would call in th 



from the wheat ; the bad from the gooid ; the and stop his roaming about like a "i 
fancy from fact ; the dagaereotjrpe images of lion" — ^what an immense saving of CI 



t^uth from the paintings . of fiction : tl^en 
will men derive profit from their productions, 
and avoid superstition's thorny roads ; the 
ways of science become ways of pleasantness, 
and the paths of truth be peace. Purified from 
all grovelling notions, the antidote will be 
fo|^^ to be the bane of religion ; and the 
truthfi^ mind, in the words of Dr. Olinthius 
Gregory, to his mathematical pupils, "will 
gather to itself all that is good, subordinate to 
itself all that is good, and sit enthroned on the 
riches of the universe." G. J. H. 



. Morality of Christianity and of English 
Law, of which it is part and parcel. — Prosti- 
tution in Leeds : — 

Number of houses 175 

Average number of prostitutes, four 

■ in each house 700 

Number of bullies 350 

Ditto i^istresses 175 



Total living on prostitution. 

Number of men visiting daily each 
house, 80; equal for 175 houses • 

The girls, on an average, receive £i 

lOs. weekly • . • 

Spent on drink. Is. 6d. each visitor . 
Bobberies, Ss. 6d.' each, low average 
Money.received by girls and obtained 
- by robberies is what the 1225 in- 
dividuals have to live 'on. (the last- 
named £1050 being consumed on 
drink at the time). 



1225 



14000 



£1050 
1050 
1750 



Total for prostitution weekly. £3850 



Yearly. 



£200,000 



Leeds D^Iercury, Jan. 4, 1840. 

If sound opinions may be called truth's 
shadow, just actions are properly truth's sub- 
stance; opinions, like shadows, having in 
themselves nothing tangible, whereas a just 
act is the realisation of a good. Virtue is not 
an empty name, but the fulness of just conduct : 
action, action, action ! being the essential of 
moral greatness. 

Theological Syllogism. — The bible declares 
the existence of a god ; the bible is the 
declared revelation of a god ; ergo, the bible 
proves god, and god proves the bible, 

120 



breath would be effected. If faith is g< 
anything, this could be accomplishea 
recommend the trial. 

It is always a bad sign, when peo] 
more attentive to words than to the id( 
convey. No words can be either vul 
indecent if the ideas they convey are ji 
true. When public bodies, or society a 
are shocked at truth without a veil, it 
corruption is present with them. The 
full health don't mind rough handlin 
people full of disease, that cannot bei 
touched. 

Hate. — Hate may be called the oflbj 
good, begotten by evil, when it mei 
laudable detestation felt by virtuous m 
the ' ' frightful mien of vice." Taking f 
poets take without asking, naiiiely the 
sion to personif;^, light ma^ be said 
darkness; sincerity hypocrisy; and 
lence cruelty. Hence hate is natural t< 
constituted minds, and will ever lii 
hateful men cease to exist, and odioui 
are known no more. No man, let 
moralists say what they please to the c 
can love the tyrant, the cruel, and th 
critical, unless some " fellow-feeUni 
him wondrous kind." We can only : 
lovely, and like that which is pleasing, 
it not so we should want the motir 
induces us to strive to become plei 
others, and impels us to render all ar 
lovely. It is a mi^ty agent in pe 
man's progression. Proper and vigilia 
cise appertains to iit. Care must be ta 
we do not hate the good. Scrutiny 
precede it. Attention should be fixe 
on the cause than the instrument ( 
manifestation. The moral, like the 
world is full of antagonisms. Let '. 
steadily be directed against evil, and 1 
soon enjoy a wider Remain than it i 
boast. Hate like many other thmgs . 
sound and just direction. In itself it 
ful principle, or rather feeling of the i 
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tolTED rOE CllAKlrK: 



B UOtVOAKE. 



3 niB I«l>ttI60NMEKT. 



:^^2^ 



[PtIlCElA. 



^'X'.S.^' 



wUtit tiiey will, Ibis is nii no- 
' ■ ■ ■ liJieJy loop to remsin 

but &tia to altHrtks, 
ence, IliB right srni 
Tirtoe is supported, riglit 
en wijk through the world. 
M Bileni, injuEiice iBiiipint, 
1e Mone, are iramiiled inio 
ISkdOwn fooUlooU under the feet 
H0W should reswtaace bo con- 
gulnte it! 
ibDj wlio 
from oppreeeiaa'a spbere 
M meir own pi«ceptK. Modem 
idtme more lo cDnTonnil than 
■DUeot. It maj be affiTuied of 
(Q Jbrbearaace as Uie sa ~ 
■HtapbysicB ; 



tgkiui, a thickens aa ft cXan. 

Imtii ybrtifrr in rt, said Lord 
>lift HD, and perhaps few miu- 
IMM Ibe right o»ai'de lo pursue. 
■diM gentlmess, self-preaervn- 

finunesa. If vtb look at mno- 
Ae leniea of neceaiity, and eee 

» iwst tbem. TruUi reeials 

night ; honealj. hypocrisy, 

Ibe oalegorf of all the vir- 

oppoute TicuB. Fosaing from 

Ihe pbysicul apbere, Nsistince 

jtjr aido with nflcusmty. Ani- 

'^'^y coQStitnted, ore mndiEed 

[Uation ami training, yet we 

'^er, shoot the tiger, and do 

tB at times not very ramark- 

I wid forbearanee, 3d of our 

eub otket; when we eomein 
U {M>ce nnd life, nature teauheB 



reniatiimoe, and na philosophy onn alter llje 
caaei for true philouophy linda out what na- 
ture n and buaiea itself only to provI'Le tbe 
proper rondttioQa for her manileatation. A 
proper imowledgo of humaa natore aad how 
It ia ever raadisl-d hy inSaencee, how it is al- 
wnji nt birth a fountaia of goadneai, nitd sub- 
fiei|uently changad independenily of tbe inJl- 
Tiilual, may preacribe the mode of Irealmenl 
in nntugoniBtic oaaea, but can never destroy 
the th«t of resifilance, nor its juslnexa nor 
nnturnlneai, To make the aubjecl mom dear, 
rro will BUppOae a case, p»hipi the ullli^ 
trill oonpenaalB for the formality. We sb|iQ 
probably stumble orer some JiffiireDceH wMBlk 
must not be regarded riisdoinfully, aeeing (but 
they m^ke up Toriely wbich nature la said to 

In the first place the difference mujl bo 
narrowly scanned. Na man baa mudo a con- 
tract to think as aautlier may, nor lo imitato 
the cualoma another may chuoae to follow, 
The primary duty' ia tu feel certiia we hiivu 
our " ffuarrel just." If annovcd hy rudcueM' 
or crnelty, we merely see the influence of bgil 
Iroiaing upon an individual, which b tobu'Con- 
Eidered the ea«M of his bad belmriotir, and 
our Gral feeling must he pity for bia mislbr- 
tuue, not an^ lor fate offence : but willi atigw 
nor wilboat it, offences are not to be borne wltb 
impunity. Ko man oould practicit such h 
principle sod livp. What is to he dune to 
obtain rcdresH? The oGender must bt^ mildly 
remonstrated with, patience, forbenniDCe, nn>l 
kindness must be exercised. 80 ta goes (be 
sjlTice of moralists for curing the disanntiona 
of tlie old world, whiob is all rery gijod in ita 
way, and especially hi when it answers tbe in- 
tended purpose ; but when i( fail*, na it dOHH 
every day even wbcn applied to the advisen, 
what i? to be then done our iofbrmaai anitli 
not. They who ahonid boggle al every omis- 
sion tbey find would not get through a cose 
in one of Geoi^um Sidua's years, so we must 
proceed nnd supply the deficiency as correofly 
na onr partial '* experienco " wHI p'THiit, 
According to our notion, patience under inault 
boa two limiia. One natural enough— when 
we can brsr it no longiir ; the other, when out 
forbearance inorensc-B that inaoleneeit is meant 
to repress. With regard 10 the liral, seiuujf 
how men are vthuled ^^1D>M. \^ vW Vnjfta 0I 
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taken of your patience thd oppressorft 
be removed like so many blocks of woo 
the least possible suffering to them, b« 
power of making misery should be e£& 
, taken jaw^y^ .Sooie are of opinion that 
;f3irc^,*wj ou/ agjf is sufficient to secure 

enl •*prop<wei-f^ iot»Sn8wAea,-4t muSt ^ f'^i^'i^' - ^y bejt. But if not, no na 

down, or the truth of the trite —*"*"'• "~ '- 



{ate,"ahd blown through society with their 
learly associations, like finger-posts, ever point- 
ing the way they are to walk, and tyrant-cus- 
tom driving them into the path, we confess 




or tne iruin oi tne inie sa3ring, " we 
knay have too much of a good thing," wiU soon 
be evident^ Forbearance, like eating, is capital 
in moderation, in excess it leads to disease. 
Wheh he whose fault has been forgiven feels 
be has received a licence to repeat it, some 
nteasures must be taken to teach him better ; 
the least possible pain should be inflicted, but 
a firm resistuice must now be offered. To 
preach unlimited patient endurance under in- 
sult is to encourage tyranny and injustice on 
one part, shameful submission and cowardice 
on the other. Whoever gives such advice, do 
theirselves little credit, and whoever takes it 
render theirselves contemptible : the meek 
slave of every oppressor, and the helpless 
prey of every knave. The wise man will, 
perhaps, never feel anger at wrong done to 
him, will remonstrate, strive to reform, en- 
dure long, will never resent, never be driven 
to revenge ; but when tliese fail he will take 
the most effectual and mild means in his 
power to restrain the aggressor, in self-protec- 
tion. In any attack from others, endangering 
life or person, the same principle of self-pro- 
tection should guide, and nothing which self- 
preservation does not demand should be done. 
J t is wise to step aside from the falling tree, 
conduct the lightning's flash away, but it is 
also right to kill the snake when scotching 
will not be safe. 

The stupid precept, "resist not evil," which 
none but tyrants preach and slaves practice, is 
only recommended because in accordance with 
the prejudices of authority and power. He 
who will turn one cheek to be smitten when 
the other has been struck, will soon have his 
face disfigured. To " rely on the power of 
love," as we are sometimes gravely told, is a 
very agreeable thing where love exists ; but he 
who expects its embrace from the arms of hate, 
strangely mistakes the world and the nature of 
things therein. Nature teaches self-preserva- 
tion. Philosophy dictates that it be effected, 
if possible, without the infliction of pain to 
others. Experience says, study the world, 
and do not look for it to exercise those virtues 
it does not possess. 

What is true of individuals, applies to the 
masses; when oppression's iron paw is laid 
on them, it may be remembered that men of 
mistaken views are the oppressors, though in one 
sense they are more unfortunate than the 
oppressed. But iron rule is not, therefore, 
less grievous to be borne. What is to be done ? 
Philosophy again assists us. Kemonstrate, 
endure, if you .can. and when advantage is 



people should therefore give the pie 

submission. It is the nature of power 

toxicate, of oppression to grow « 

Teach fhat human endurance has n» 

and you teach that wrong has no day cf 

Assure authority ^that no ungentle op] 

shall ever disturb its repose or rec 

harsh extortions, and it wiu slumber for 

the seats of injustice while the wronged 

slave would remain to die miserable stu< 

Job. In society those who have rights to 

well to remember that they who withhc 

are the children of fate like theiraeli 

should proceed to obtain satisfaction wil 

ness, but nevertheless with firmness and 

tion, and should early in the struggle ner 

selves for the worst. A different teed 

are aware is now fashionable, but ti 

more with fear and expediency thi 

truth and liberty. If society has unfor 

made the tyrant, nature has luckily m 

slave to resist. In the battle for free 

man should rest with less than succ 

permit cajoUery nor pusillanimity to 

him employing the proper means of sec 

These opinions may lie open to s 

jections, if not on the score of truth, 03 

policy. It will be thought we sboul 

with confidence on the sufficency o 

forces for the work of regenerati(»i. 

rather with the principle than the 

that we now have to do. The ado] 

physical means will be a matter of car 

bate among men of high toned cou: 

perhaps from the constitution of I 

despair, misery, and accident will mo 

at last determine it. We are of opin 

moral force, if left free to act through tl 

would do wonders. But as an elemei 

calculation of the wronged under opj 

we think if physical means were e; 

dignity would be taken from their su 

and their hopes lowered* Because o 

miscalculation and failure the whole tl 

been condemned, which answers no bet 

pose than showing how many sickly j 

vive on the waters of liberty. When 

reduced to the lowest stage of savage o 

wants, viz. the battle against famine ^ in wl 

the Quarterly Review five years ago, nil 

of mankind are engaged, it is of litde u 

patiate to such on the virtues of patie 

intellectual redemption. Philosopher! 

a state would laugh at it. It is bard t 

that the morality which let them sink i 

them again. Cases occur every day : 

it is better to die than to live. Wheai 
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'iWftniig, all llieii Helta par- 
g^atioOi of tlieir coadilioD, and 
be prompted (o ncte not con- 
n^-raom lite, it aliould be rf- 
■raing ToiM ibaC Immani^ ia 
totice disregarded. We agree 
arlflc, tbnl " Social commaoitira 
9 amended ; and in all places 
. luelC tlere la some admiitarc 
[Ood. Room Tor oxtenuation, Tor 
Me 1 And ;ol wlien the general 
e to thGlengtb of perennial itor- 
mti. extenuating logio, pity, and 
be eotuddereil as drawing lo a 
eet these cases, and thvy liave 

1 b* eooaerved, it perhaps waa 
UMiid tLtm Do^. Besides, brare 
ptaall and soeli redress without 
Jbt& to revenge. The ooward 
Et a not physical brarery and 
IM require to he m«f dnwii, but 
eney.and resolution in directing 
aeaOB ttiii that sliould be eried 
of modem social reronners has 



Waflbinetonfl, and 

lineal Lsodiceana whom liberty 
bar mouth. 

Bonunent on pulpit popularity, 
'■ppredaticn la CDodemaation," 
L meaning applied to moral and 
n^. The Enger of conventional 
pw>t derisivdy lo our doctrines, 
~;h quorttirs tbey are uot without 
1 Johft Currie, nlioEe geaius 
often oburmed the cold ear 
n, one of the hite poor-law 
lor Wnwiduhire, staled in our 
" nfter a close and calm philo- 
moderu civilii^ation w aa the 
if Konian or Grecian great- 
. trdisni. And so deeply had 
forced on the minds of Lord 
EiQier or^inatora of the me 

I, luat tbe great oHecl of 
■law WM to driTe men, in api'- 
buft lo Ibe first elsments of ii 
ind iitdependenoe — unquaUjieil 

reCaUcQed us lo that inb 
^is pliitosophicBl intiaitiQn 



iKurto oroamenl our reaEonines, 
* jinreU the person of thought, 
V CeBCluaions hy furtlier on- 
iff news advanoed, if correct, 
ae, it eanueoua it is fbitimate 
blilier ^pported. Error is nl- 
JydnilgBrousbyilaelt'.andbliould 
MtngeU to keep coupauy with 



THEORY OF REGULAR GRADATION. 

In iht boginning EDcl ciwwd Uic Ahiwi and Ihn 
fifrik, * • Ana «D Ulc Bttonrh daf i^ nded 
his woik vhloh li« >i]m1 inadej and ht mini ou Ihi 
tP'snttida) tiau all Us notk whioli ha Lnil nade." 

We atsted, jn No. 9, out CODTiclioD ibat mattot 
of itself " good nud suffioianc ta prodaoe 
all the varied, oom[^i(Dted. and beautjAtl pbc- 
nomena of the universe," and the present 
article will embrace some of our reasons for 
such an opinioQidrawn from facta made known 
by modem iniesligators, in reference to tlia 
>HgLn of the earth and other bodies of our 
lolat Bystem. We mean the origin of ibair 
nrm only, for tbe matter of whicli they are 

Eoaed we UJce to be eternal, 
a tbe beginning," then (of our iniesliga- 
ion, not of the worldj. we run full bull 
igaiDSt tbe "roclcof chnslianilf" — the widrly 
diffused end notorious "Jew Book" — which, 
witbuut pcefiice or inuijduction, eipiesaly de- 
clares tbat " god crtalad the hiaetn nnJ Uie 
■iJi." Many zealous belierers assert thai 
!ated means producing somelbiDg out of 
thing ; but supposing it only to tupan mould- 
ing or formiog ibal which already ciiisted, we 
are atill at issue. The boly'ghost, "for 'tis 
his inditing," saya, " the heBTen and ilw 
earth" were taade together : and the paraous 
(ell ua heaven is god's residence, and that 
he has existed ever, " belbra lime was." 
From, this it would appear that Chriai'a con- 
dition, nhen he IniTelled all the way from 
bis celestial abode to benefit hia uiigralEful 
inheritance upon earth, was by no nutans a 
novel one, ainee the devil had his hole long 
before the creation of tbe world, but the 
boly-ghosi & CO." "not where to lay tbeir 
heads, until aii Ibonsand yeara ago. 

The iimt stated to have been ocoupied by 
the spiritual firm, it is scarcely neceuarj 
to say we demur to, for so completely doe» 
geology refute tbe assertion, that we look upon 
Uiis portion of the delusion to be the first lu 
be relinquished by the Christian simpletons 
who have been ao long deceived nitb it. 

And, lest we should be tbought selfish or 
ambitious of fame for taking so decided a 
stimd, we feel pleasure in ackoowUdjging a 
coiacidence of opinion on the part of many 
philoBOphBrs, amongst whom we may nanii' 
IJerschel, De la Beche, Slaculloch, end, we 
believe. Dr. Pye Smith. 

It is our opmion, thai if »e can show good 
reason for believing that the mutter of wliicli 
tbe earth is composed was once in a gaseou * 
state, from which condition it iuhsutjwi'ntly 
changed to the solid, we now perceive it, Wi' 
shall possess an imporlsnt pricuiplu (which if 
not established, at least not (e he reluted) on 
wliich lo base our future argomenls. _ 

We shall now ptoceuA to s-ib nwdiotUifa 
for out opituon. In Clw,tabaT»'% Uijjm '* 
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under the head " Nebulae," is the following ; 
taken, we believe, from Sir J. Herscbel's 
*' Astronomy :" 

" Within the bounds of what has been called 
the star-system, great numbers of bodies hare 
been discovered, which, from their cload-like 
appearance, are called NebuUB, There is one 
of magnificent appearance in the girdle of the 
constellation Andromeda, and another still 
more splendid in the sword-hilt of Orion, both 
visible to the naked eye. Some of these ob- 
jects are of most irregular form, stretching like 
a fragment of semi-pellucid membrane over the 
sky, with patches of brighter matter scattered 
irregularly throughout their extent. In others, 
the bright patches are of greater intensity, so 
as to have the decided appearance of gatherings 
of the matter towards a particular point. 
Others there are, in which these bright parts 
seem nearly disengaged from the surrounding 
thin matter, or only bedded on a slight back- 
ground composed of it. In a fourth class, we 
see detached masses, approaching more or less 
to a spherical form, and with various measures 
of comparative brightness towards the centre, 
until they resemble a star with only a slight 
bur around it. It is a new and startling surmise 
of astronomers, that these are examples of a series 
of states in which nebulous matter exists, during a 
process forming it into solar systems more or 
LRSs ANALOGOUS TO OUR OWN — belated portions, 
so to speak, of the same soft and diffused 
material, which, countless ages ago, was con- 
densed into the defined bodies forming the re- 
mainder of our star-system ! There is much, 
IT MUST UE OWNED, to support this hypothesis, 
startling as it is. The physical laws known to 
operate in our own solar system are in perfect 
harmony with it. * * And not only are the 
formation and movements of suns to be thus 
accounted for,' but it has been shown that the 
same laws will explain how a whole planetary 
system may have been made up. * * The two 
rings which surround Saturn appear an exam- 
ple of two exterior portions of that planet as 
yet not advanced from the intermediate state, 
but which may in time become additions to the 
number of his satellites. The zodiacal light 
may also be a residue, of extreme thinness, of 
the matter of which our system was formed. 
It might be supposed that this hypothesis, 
ingenious as it is, could scarcely be stretched 
to account for the formation of solar systems 
in which there are two suns revolving round 
each other. But this difficulty is easily overcome. 
It has been shown that the nebulous matter, in 
certain cases, may assume that arrangement. 
On the surface of a flowing stream, in which 
slight repulsions of water from the banks pro- 
duce little eddies, how common is it to see two 
of those miniature whirlpools come within each 
other's influence, and then go on wheeling 
round each other : precisely in that manner do 
tire two suns of a binary star carry on their 
i$4 



revolutions, and from circumstances of a i 
lar nature, though upon so much 
scale, may these revolutions have on 

The argument of De la Becbe is an i 
priate companion to the above, and willi 
more weight, most probably, than our 
He says, " There is so mudi grandeur 
simplicity in the idea of the condensatioil 
gaseous matter into those sphere or 
ids which exist, not only in our solar 
but also by myriads throughout the unii 
that we are irresistibly led to adopt some^ 
of this kind, more particularly as tt 
accord roith the unity of design, so si 
throughout the universe. £ncke*s comet, 
remarkable body of vapour, which revc 
round the sun in about uiree and a half 
proves, by its existence, that gaseous 
or vapour, of extraordinary tenuitf, 
float around our great luminary in given 
and in a given orbit, checked only by a 
ing medium of still more extraordinary 
ity. There is, therefore, no argui 
priori, against the hypothesis that the 
composing our globe may once have existeil 
gaseous state, and in that state have 
round the sun. We might even go 
and consider with La Place, that our 
system is but a condensation into parts, < 
less from design, of that matter which now 
stitutes the sun, the planets and their 
— matter which rotated on an axis, and 
the fact that all the planets move in the 
direction. In support of this view, let 
weigh the evidence recently adduced 
ing nebulic, more particularly by Sir 
Herschel, and he will have some diffic 
resisting the impression that these bodies j 
enoi-mous masses of matter in the act of 
densation. If all the matter existing in 
sun, planets, and satellites were expanded] 
and even beyond the orbit of Ui 
(l,800,000,000of miles), the whole mass' 
still be but a speck in the universe. * * ' 
long as matter exists in tlie state of ^ 
vapour, there is reason to conclude tlMf^ 
different kinds would be permeable to 
other ; at least experiments on gases 
lead to this inference. Hence, supj 
the sake of argument, that the heat was i 
ciently intense, the simple non-metalUfi 
stances, and the vapours of the various 
would tend to mix with each other. 
condition of things would not continual 
external part of the sphere or spheroid, tbe( 
tence of which we now suppose ; for the] 
perature would become less, from vi 
obvious causes at the outer parts, and^ 
vapours of a great proportion of the 
would cease from want of the necessary! 
to exist. They would tend to condense 
separate from the mass of the non-i 
simple substances, neglecting for the 
any chemical affinity which may exist 
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of iboRa subslancrti, . 
of lliepurticli^s of metnltic vapoui 
a came tliem lo losa their Bupnwt «mong 
iwficles cf gaseous mailer, and iJie nctior 
(Vftjf wOltltt tend lo cnny Ihem lowardt 
cniK of tbe apkerc; bulns tbeycoulJnoL 

beneath tbe pcriut where the heat would 
1 M)BVcrt Ibem into TapouiB. vce ghould 
in to inner sphere on spheroid of metallic 
OM, BtrtriDg lo condeoga, surniouated by 
ty of |be Bon-metallic simple subatai 
h wwH TWiili'y exist, Bome even to 
itoe Buperfioies of (he whole Hphi^ 
H Er^itly inferior tenipera 

lusl not here neglect ihe notion or grATity. 

been ftsaamcd, ihaC the heat being snffi- 
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erfal, for : 






a fliiida is inversi'ly as the preasi 
g nblcli lliey are exposed, the pre£iure upon 
b tnlemni portions of the gaseous sphere or 
|h»toiil H-oald be enormous, and therefore, 
thii, flora that ndiation of faeDt whtcli must 
! into the cold planetary spaces, 
me forcibly into action, liquids and 
Id ncoesNirily result Irani this cause 
lie. anil imrticlea of matler be squceied 
igttipr. even into liquids and Eolids. in the 
r, nhich would retain a saceoua form on 
iface at tho same or higher tempera- 



llbove quolations nre sufficient fui 
|i^ but wo may refer ' ' - " 
\ QtMun and StaleimaK 
tmubntit the opinion i 
Wc shall leserre < 
hove until oat rtcit. 
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;hC 10 he nius- 

remarks upon 

W. C. 



y tho law's strong arm publico- 
B the principles of acepli- 
tf oleace by incsrccration and ^nes those 
^DK (he prevnlenl faith, does bo mnni- 
igsdfy A sense of dangrr on the pun of 
tho Bse such means to prevent free dis- 
j^ diAt persecutors feel Ibe necessity of 
I reason in jaaliGcalioa of their 
We live in an age. in which 
are obliged lo profess a love of 
die inloleranf lo ^vo something 
? for ih.? arhitmry pxerclDi> of 
. ^Tiere is by far too little iictivin 
B mblio mind ; ytl tlici-i? is enough (i; 
■^getBtad for reufODs why it ntiouM ri:- 
fftmaaa. When the clergy nlltmpt to 
>baiT7 Mow to mental freedom, it ia not 
k ibst they should say, '■ Wo have tho 



tn this the middle of the n 




ihonaandB, when tract-socieljea are distribu 
ing their pamphlets by millions, where npi 
leace, splendour, and power are al the direi 
lion of the clergy, a penny periodical is 
cause of alarm, and pnsoas nre tenanted th 
churches may he kepi full. 

We ask, what need of ibia alarm 1 And « 
are told that there is none 1 Still, We repel 
there ia every nppenr*nce of it, or why ahoul 
those from whom no donger is lo be ap 
bended bo confined by locks and bolts 
bars that would outmatch the strength 
HerculesT But again we are assured th 
these measures are not resorted to in dread 
the efficacy of InGdel argnmenta, nor from 
sense of the insufficiency of orthodoxy to d 
fend herself by her own strength. No '. •• Tl 
church is founded upon a roi^, and the gU 
of hell shall not prevail against it," Tl 
cavils of the aceirtic and the Eneels of d 
soofier arc unavailing against (hat which tl 
almighty takes under bis protection, and tl 
shafts of infidelity muat for ever recoil fra 
christian ily's impregnable citadel. 
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challenge. They will 
for protection behind the shield of the lair 
d to conceal the ignominy of their ret 
y out, "who's afraid." 
Until tbc fullest liberty of cipression 
ming the tenets of religion be allowed, wj 
e entitled lo declare that religion ia unable 
ind the test of discussion. With all the a 
vantages possessed by tbe supporters of artba 
doxy, let infidelity have but the opporti '' 
of speaking orally and through tbe press, 
' 1 day ahall pass without witnessing i 
in the extent and resaurcea of tlieempir 
itb. This ia our position ; and we v" 
tiulice the attempt often made to dislodj 
us from it, 

I'eraecutors, or, if they hke the other nui 
better, prosecutors, frequently endeavour 1! 
ward olf tho conclusion which wB bare stntec 
above, by pleading somewhat after the fallow> 
ing manner: "So long as you confine yonis 
selrea lo grave argument, snii aerions research, 
ne will not interfere with the expression O 
your thoughts ; but when not content will 
this toleration, Tou have recourse to invectivi 
and rkiicuir-, whfn you indulge in abuse aal 
Piircnsm of tliiug? CEtepmcd moat holy, out 
rased public fooling demnodi iliat you should 
be punished. Your rpa5cnings are not feared ; 
)>ul your unrefined atmcka upon our fsith ara 
apt to seduce ibe vtiljjiir; and, therefore, fo^ 
the sake of the morals of Ibe community, you^ 
licentiausness must be checked-" 

This is wonderfully liberal ! Flow 
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whelming is gospel love ! Sceptics may be 
deluged with vituperative epithets, by the 
champions of "the truth as it is in Jesus/'their 
characters may be assailed, they may be ac- 
cused of the vilest motives, and the whole 
force of wit be expended to bring them and 
their most hallowed principles into contempt ; 
and yet, if a sceptic let fall a strong expression, 
or with raillery, would shame men from the 
folly of their creeds, he is to be thrust into 
gaol. We have heard from the lips of persons, 
and read in works, purporting to be apologies 
for Christianity, language as abusive as the 
English vocabulary will supply and sarcasm as 
wimering as they could make it. Our feelings 
are not to be respected. It is not supposed 
that the sentiments we entertain and which we 
consider essential to the happiness of our 
fellow-creatures, principles for which we would 
make sacrifices of station and prosperity, are 
as dear to us as are the doctrines of a re- 
ligionist to him. The opponents of sceptical 
philosophy may let fly the arrows of ridicule, 
but the same weapons we may not use in re- 
turn. We are to be treated as though we had 
a hide like a hippopotamus, while they are to be 
handled as tenderly as lambs. 

If to a dominant sect were conceded the 
right of punishing what they deemed coarse or 
sarcastic attacks upon their faith, in what In- 
fidel production, however refined, would they 
not perceive the characteristics which, in their 
estimation, would entitle them to inflict their 
penalties. If argument were presented, they 
would not admit it. They would either shut 
their eyes or be blinded by prejudice, and 
because they would not or could not see grave 
ratiocination, would declare it was not there. 
Reasoning they would call vituperative decla- 
mation ; statements of facts would appear 
nothing better than slanderous misrepresenta- 
tions ; and an exposure of folly they would 
denominate ridicule. They would only have 
to make a charge of blasphemy, say that it 
hurt their feelings, and then pounce upon the 
oftender. 

To give any set of men the privilege of de- 
ciding the manner in which their opinions 
shall be opposed, and at the same time to 
allow them to judge when the prescribed style 
is deviated from, is manifestly in itself unfair, 
because it bestows on one sect a favour which 
is denied to others. It is also absurd in the 
extreme. Of two contending persons, suppose 
one to say to the other, **I will engage in 
combat with you if you will fight as I tell you, 
and strike as I shall instruct you,'' just as 
reasonable are the terms ofiered by the valiant 
Christians. They are like the Irishman's reci- 
procity, all on one side. I know little of mili- 
tary tactics, yet I think I could win a battle 
if the hostile army would consent to put itself 
under my directions. 

But suppose the opposition of serious argu- 
1^6 



ment to the fundamentals of religion were 
mitted ; suppose orthodox tribunals, i 
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by prejudice, were never to punish any 
strong and sarcastic or vituperative e^~" 
sions, we nevertheless contend that they 
be violating the inalienable rights of man. 
If, in the course of investieatioa, an ii 
vidual comes to a conclusion that certain pi 
valent doctrines are absurd and pernicious ; 
he regards a book usually esteemed sacred,j 
so abounding with errors, and so replete 
degrading and monstrous narrations, that 
authorship mi|;ht well be imputed to 
such fabled bemg as the devilj inasmuch 
these are his sincere convictions, he has 
right to say so. If to his perceptioos 
tenets appear ridiculous, he ought to be 
mitted to place them in such a light as 
their nonsense should become apparent 
others. This would involve invective 
ridicule. But both being essential to a d 
velopment and declaration of individual i 
pressions of truth, the use of both cannot 
prevented by any rule of right. 

Strong language and ridicule are on mi 
occasions perfectly consistent with proprietf ; 
and in our warfare with vice and error, wil 
should often fail in duty, if we neglectel 
these efficient means of destroying error and^ 
folly. They are more especially legitimato-^ 
when employed against religion, because witk 
the majority of people, religion has no moe ' 
hold upon their minds than the fasteniof 
made by the solemnity with which pious aln 
surdity enshrouds itself. Nonsense allied widr 
gravity is sooner exploded by a little wdDU- 
directed raillery, than by a thousand volamn. 
of laboured abstract refutations. With thi. 
greater number of persons, religious belief ii 
nothing more than a sentiment of awe cob*. 
nected with certain forms, ceremonies, booki^ 
and names, which feeling might have beet 
formed with reference to any nursery tale, if 
the same means had been adopted as haT» 
been used to produce veneration for a certaii-; 
book of stories. Profound argument scared/ 
touches this feeling, which mostly prevents 
ihe proper exercise of judgment ; and, there- 
fore, to make individuals susceptible of la? 
tional conviction, they must be made to lode 
with less reverence upon the mystic veil 
which hides the absurdities of the object of 
their worship, and shuts out the light of truth. 

To say that the course we are now defentl- 
ing is uncharitable, is to give a very differ^ 
interpretation to the word charity, than tho ; 
signification of it which sound sense sanctions. 
That conduct is most charitable which does' 
the greatest good. Because people hug their 
delusions, it forms no part of benevolence to 
refrain from exposing the deception ; and 
philanthropy disowns that milk-and-water 
kindness which would not couch a blind man 
to avoid giving the pain of the operation* 
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'en nmy be 
ta^ wliBther U the lem- 
ionefl by the wnfliuM 
or the etftgoalion whicL muat io- 
s from a ce^DJion of disoupeioa, 
irill Tbcra are some men, as 
a aajB, who ma; be reuoDful out 
. ttutrt are others who miut b« 
llMogfat. I wish the number 
tge of those ia irbom there is no 
lUmg menial sctiriej, uul whom 
Jupouible Co arouae from the 
Ujod faith, eicept b; placing 
(Are Ibem vbioli trill slsrlle. 
'bolreTCT, deal with the public 
Cod it ; and we irill, despite Iho 
<t power in tluB world, and lla' 
'efprenee to the nejt» 
r^hrii-tififd ira poHture, 
H. J. 





I Liiilar Dpiuiona 
many Well-dis- 
j..raonfl. To my 
IS tu bo sijjiiL-tkine implied in 
_ ■ fepugnant to uie apirit of 
rbBy teqaitH tt eacrifice of that 
i nrptession of nbut ve are ai 
iiued is truth — a clog on Uuit fi 
of vm (entimenla and feelinga, 
M &e truly bonest man ; on 
. p"y ^eil^ona exertiuna to extend 
hAwmied ueigkbouts the know- 
. im frecdy bcstowud on ua by our 
iBd predcoesBors and cotempora- 
ue the grcnl Utenuy chamclerB 
ut Icnowledge by the drachtD, in- 
ag il viUwut measure ! Arc tbcy 
~ ' who " rack Uieir brnius 
by Ihe aid of the pub- 
I for tbemaelTea n nidie in 
i it fame? In citbci ca^ the 
H^tiout reaerve, of unpopular 
d, genernlly, defeat tlie end pro- 
!cb, it wttl be eeen, ia not the 
lie paeple, but of Uie scribe or the 
dOBdidale for the people's cash, 
IT both. To SI 



a of conduct must be of the erecp- 
\ aiagaiff, suixmnhiHg, mi/itify- . . 
"-' — .t^fre^mafty^e ad- the Uuman inind. Tii« pea,^. 



ing win*; and, by B 

by that dipiily of demcaniiui uid toffinOBH 
^ which stamp the fntl tbIuo upon 
and praoqila of Ibo &ee speaker. 
Yet lliia method of dark-enlightoiimg — of 
diluliaff a little bit of tnilh wilh a cofMidtmAls 
fuanb'fy of tho n^ierttiivM of tht day, ia thu 
standard which ia endeaToured lo bti set iii> 
ai best calculaled (o clear away tbu misU of 
error, and of infusing tjath into tlie publiu 
mind. Why do not these kind and conu- 
derate men attempt lo ti« up a screen to pre- 
vent the worm raye of the sun injuring lAe 
bodies of those who havs passed lh« winter 
amidst tho mows of polar regions ? 

Aa it is pleasant and cheerinB to lie wtnneil 
by tho Hidden appearance of Uie god of iluy 
from behind a denae cloud, which hu made 
the blood to run througli our reins with a 
chilly coldnew 1 so ilia re&ediing and delight- 
lilt (o hnve a Btreuii of cloudless reason, (low- 
ing freely into the mind after paaaing from Oiu 
wLUiering inlluesce of priestly BuperatitlonB. 
What ia more calculated to chase away error 
Utan unnlloyed truthr What ia mere certain 
to dear tbe mental world of the owls of ignu- 
cancs, uid Ute b«ta and phastotns of aupor- 
BtiUou, than umnixtd malarial phiiatophg and 
the true science of mind ? 

Who, that is in poMoaaion of the (mill on 
any given question, u to cUeide leluch qmn- 
titji ^it tlupvblk mind it capaile of bearing, 
sod in what way ho ahalt mete out the small 
periodical modioum, so as not to ureats a 
mrfeitl Tho pnblio mind is composed of 
indiridua! minda m diversified as ace the 
leaves of a forest: and is it because many 
stunted shrubs drag on a aickly existence, 
overshadowed by loffy trees, that tJie hlter 
are lo be deprived of more light and moiatute 
than ia suAlcieBt for (he debilitated coaslitu- 
tions of the former ? Sorely not. Thai let 
all Kko Kcuit the paaer ami wiU h^ to vxft 
inftlligeiice Ihrougk the land, and " gTM U 
Kith all their mvjht." "Let tlieir light SO 
shine before men." &c., and we shall reap (he 
good ihiit in a rapid progress in (lie revolo- 
tion of mind, which has Taken such gigantic 
strides during (he last few years. 

It may be useful to inquire to what class of 
men we are ipdebted for Ihis railroad speed 
in mental reformation ; nearly the whole of 
llio miUc-ind-water opponents of the political 
and ihcolesiMl supcrstitiona of " our ances- 
tors" have lank into oblivion, and the Iracea 
of thoir career are scarcely lo be discovered : 
whilst th(* bold and fearloEs attacks of Paine, 
Palmer, Voltairo, Volnay, Mirabeau, D'Hd- 
bioh, Shelley, Owen, Ac, atiU flonri^ in all 
their pristine vigour ; and ai'e now by means 
of numerons cheap editions of their work% 
with the aid of the great polition! agitations 
of the lut half century, exBrting a very 
powerful inftucnce in tha enVi^^liWoxcus*. ot 
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i>ocates of a mixhufre of science and humbug ^ or from that system of petty persecutio!! 

by an intermediate superstition. It was the cowardly-valiant never fail to ii 

cfiTected by the calm and dignified proclama- the timid holder of unfashionable o 

tion of the deductions of science. The high- Let no man set himself up as the m 

minded men of our own age having dis- of scanty supplies of knowledge, n 

covered the error of the trashy superstitions by the cold scale of calculating inten 

of the day; and being in possession of know- palsied timidity ; but reflect the ligb 

ledge which they deemed to be of the highest illumines his own mind to cheer tl 

value to mankind, resolved to publish it ; and soul of the unfortunate superstitioi 

in a way too that was not to be misunder- kindly take him by the hand, and di: 

stood by a mind of ordinary capacity ; but footsteps in the path, of an enlightene 

these were not timid men ; they were not sophy of virtue and happiness. Injm 

actuated by the result of the calculation and act the truths ** without mystery, : 

" shall I gain or lose by * speaking out* in of error, or fear of man," and there 

favour of the new views ;" no, they saw it no apprehension of the result. W. < 

was right, and resolved to do it ; they were J^ 

not to be deterred by the fiery threats of NOTICE TO C0B,EESP0NDENT8 

superstition, or by the more tangible punish- A Mbmbbr of Ck)NGREss.— The Commi 

ments of the rulmg political faction ; nor to cannot appear, unless with the writer's 8i£i] 

be allured from their p^posed course by the u^^txe^^.'Sj/r ""If S^tlds"^ 

attraction of wealth ; and never were men, so thoritj- for the collection of subscriptions, w: 

influenced and determined, having truth for he forwarded as usual. — M. By all, Seei 

their polar star, numbered amongst the un- ^T^li.^i**^^' Lambeth. 

ftiir^ooBcfiil " A. E.N., Birmingham.— The commumcati 

Huccessmi. . . , ^ have been acceptable, had not the aryumen 

otiil, it is -pertinaciously urged, that "you ously appeared in C. Southwell's Letter 

cannot make men rational all at once.** Well, SocialUts. The article appears in another 

we can't hpln that • Hip niiP«5tmti fliPti \a i<^<n ^^ ^^^^ ^'^'^ *"™ ^^^ ViXiKti tlio JVc 

we can i neip mat . me question men is, can jfr^i^ uj.^^^^ ^ame out aU parties were de 

tnei/ be made raiumal qutckeet by a glimmer- whether religious or political. The bible wi 

ing of mental lights or by the full blaze of upon and spoken of with the utmost contem 

the meridian aun of knowledge f reliffious were called insane, and treated as 

rr\.^ i:„-. ^c ."lu r ^'x* ^ ^ • And the right of every man and woman to i 

The line of march from supersUtion to phi- or her thoughts was advocated. But now ti 

losophy has been likened to a pass through a changed." 

deep, muddy swamp to the green hills and The letter of « A Young Socialist," sha] 

mh plains beyond. Now what should we """l^^n^^ty As you do not bcUe, 

tmnk ot a lortunate man, who had been con- divinity of the Christian religion, I shall, fc 

ducted through the mire and safely landed by '•^^ o' your immortal soul lay some of its/j 

the directing hand of another, turning round. ^'"^° y^"' ^^,S^** ??^^ ^'^ \^7 °^ judgment 

ixa o/^/^■n oo i,« \,^A e,^4.x^a^A x,' iF e \- jou may wo/ bc ablc to Say that no onc woulo 

as soon as he had satisfied himself of his Jou; and for doing tiiis ^important sen ice 

secunty and elevated position, and saying to your thanks and the thanks of almighty ^t 

those whom he had left behind over-head in ^^ ^"^^^ ^^ ^°^^- T^"^ " ^^ ^^^ proselitu 

superstitious mud, **My good friends, VOU acted ui»n by our pareons and missionaries ; 

1,™ -^^^ m • i. i. ^_j? n^ **ic"ua, yuu not, lu the majority of cases, obtain the ffoWf 

nave not sufficient strength of mmd to carry of this worid or anticipate a chief seat ir 

you to this beautiful region ; there is a nice dom-come," the heathen both of our own a 

place there mid-way between us. I advise £,^"'^5*1?^ may be damned for them and ' 

vrtit 4/\ #•«* tv,^^^ --T ««^ .1 The foUowing IS orooj tiie first, and may & 

you to get there as S ^^^ ^^ specimen of tiie r"Snaindcr. "How can you i 

swamp is only half the depth there, you will divinity of our Saviour, when it is proved in 
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and thank your stars matters are no worse.** Mr. w. Cobham was the donor of the £ 

I think we should hardly set dovm this person Wewjed m No. 11 to W. C. , , , , 

as actinn nn Ihfi Qo/>«'/y7 »».«'»>r.V.>7^ t« T\Zi , «*^ ^" *"^ Eoportof the Committee of the Jo) 

as acting on the iiOCial pnnaple, " Do unto Ball, in No. 13, we have stated that a pound 

omers as you would have them do unto you.*' scribed in the room, we beg leave to ackno' 

Then let us all, according to our abilities and ^ * donation by Mr. Birch. 

opportunities, do the utmost in our power to Ttn^Z\'^"Thn'^"'''^ft''°*i'^^ ^'^'^'^ 

•mT^l.^ c«,^^-„*'*' zi ^-l 1 j ^"* 1'""'=** ••'^ TION Union. — The Committee who arc now 

maite superstition fly the land, awed by the in preparing a plan ^-ill gladly receive 8ug 

independence and boldness of our actions, and Address, H. Hethbrington, wine Offio 

the gentleness and kindness of our manners. *^S?' ®'^'* i • • • ^ r ,. ,. 

How phPPriTiff if ici ♦/> «*»« . ^««^«rL;- **^°y P«"on8 having inquired for Mr. H. 

now cneenng It is to see a man walkmg lecture in defence of Mr. Southwell, iutiti« 

Buect m all the dignity of his nature, amid a Spirit of Bonner in the Disciples of Jes\ 

populatiou of bending and crouching slaves • *" informed that the Second Edition can b 

his deportment and conduct command the S^'bSSJeiie«'^ ^*^*'"' ^''''^''''' '""* 

respect and frequently the esteem of lus oppo- ^J 

nents in spite of themselves, and shield him ^^^i ?/ ®- ^' Holyoakb, 179, Broomha 

1S8 ■ •'"»^*« "*"» Sheffield ; and Published for him by all 
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llU3 B^DK IDytll0l][?y 

.'He bod n iplcHsing 

ilj-ladit, lie. '.' dBUphlef 

embeUiUicd .hj; 

Modern r^igiona'Lnre lilde. Uwl i 

in their compoaillani. CampNF' aysUKH 91 

mind etulciiintions, nuohiiieB of poliliciil vfr 

presaioD, pretail of eilotlioas, i>«rpc(u«l 

gourcea of myuici^ms, inorM>c!iess< . omelly. 

and gloom ; diey am tUe nisbl'MMM iO( 

-'■'"" hiunaii^. and 'blilHt, ' like the BiKWWi" IBin's 

leatal In alriet seiuieiHiTtliDlogy to ua t3 the lu» 

cmaned, and who " sow torj of worn-out iSgiona and superumflM 

>' At IcsBt be bad uo- goii*,.»tiiicii intelliij-nie ;ind i=.:i.:iins Iiiitp (li»- 

,gf Irutb, [KirbnpB with- canled- Av«jli'l " ■ ' ' ' '"■ i ■nl lo 

"— tbe tliiwfcginti '■ first , aiiliaiy Us that iiH ■ ' -"^» 

' --' little likely to ■ nre tba oiylbolci.' . "ja 

tke IKin- 1 regard ma ft™'.!' ■ ™ 

oumpre- . rcgiird the supcrsTiii.. ml.itu- 

nled and priestriddtu Hiri-fattn^r". 

The couaepiious of t)ie ancients on rcligisit 
oilcD lor outBtrippod anything modei'a pirlict* 
can claim ; .lbeirig(Kl:Kai|j the . mighty endrian 
of all things exittenC, to wliom Orpbeui. HM 
80 iweetly, testifi^ su ealargeiaent of .01)^ 
that would be deemad Atheistical in our^lfk 
Nalure gsTe birlli lo llieir god. with u> U U 
the rererse, god otedtes our nature. Tin 
wisest among ancient n-orabippers used ||a 
ndore " Nature as the jniMfcT of the joda." 
This fact damonslntes the keen perception 
formerly poaaesaed bj aomii minda, of^ the 
origin of the varioua beliefs which have 
phoned the world on religions matters. 

*' ly wliioh baa crefit into modern 

has led it to retaio but one god 

which, 9Dmpar^ with 

the rel^ioufl prodigality of anoient nations iu_ 

these particul^s, uii;i;ht be oo^ideretl sulli-* 
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wban^a of divinee. Reli- 

,;d the diotioiuu-y of Nspo- 

jL which the worn " impoB- 

~ mning, in their oaae, that 

saible with them ^ Ibo; 

-.^ ,. „— IT their winga as the ben 

E- )jb|eken», and they warm and 

,.EirMd of.foUv. lu proring the 

Eiif.B'^od they leap difficulliea like 

jates. Beating 

ingham magiatrste, who viailed 

It idi the "moM seTerest" puaiafaniei 

■ [•:! op ibfir incompreheiisiblo dogama 

■■■'■hmcst reiieone. Their pits of 

. . <ji'^ ihoati of Milton. iatheir 

..II n Wn-deepstUl." Reli- 

' <!ilv the cholera of moralil;, 

:-.:.■- .n I'ul cases" every day, and 

~ ' humanity, generating ei- 

Bvery bonr ; but is also the 

1, the cbamel-liouse of com- 
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1 ia "goijafrtiewayor " " ' " 
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■e way of all tleeb ;^ 



iomprehended ii 
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ididi^ia pmL so rife, people to iiDpo^e upon 
^ipM^1> and reli^non ao (SlYtWtat «tL 
. rumeif^iot the purpose, that i 
thing is iloae lo " help lie loii" 
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Will elapBe before religion will coat its last, 
•' IcMiging, lin^ring look" on the fair world -it 
bas so long marred, on the scene of its plunder 
and theatre of its oppression. Again, all 
changes to be permanently benefici^ should 
be made advisedly, deliberately, and with the 
tlearest perceptions of the reasons for them. 
In this case has it been done? When man 
deduced his gods firom many to three, and 
again from three to one, be fancied he simpli- 
fied his faith, which was true ; and he also 
thought he reached the truth, which was a 
mist&e : to reach that a still further reduction 
must take place. Arithmetically lessening the 
number of gods, and stopping short of the 
' cipher, betrayed rather a laggardly laziness of 
adoration, than a perception of the truth. It 
was saying a great deal of trouble without 
assigning a logical reason for it. To accelerate 
the next reduction, and hasten the decline and 
fall of the empire of £EUth, which ought never 
to have been established, do we labour. For 
upon the same principle that Mirabeau con- 
tended, to Madam Jay, that if probity did 
■not exist we ought to invent it; so with 
Atheism, if its truth was less cleariy seen than 
■it is, it would be policy to teach it to cure 
fanaticism, religious oppression, and cruelty. 

Athmam is modest and unpretending, religion 
arrogant and presimiptious ; the first is satisfied 
with realities, the other rejects them with scorn 
■sad contempt : professing humility it aspires 
to the skies, although its only pathway must be 
round the very babel of mental confusion. It is 
said that Atheism must make but little progress 
in the popular mind, because its abstractions 
are too refined and its metaphysics too subtile 
for common comprehension. This objection is 
not good tn the other side the question, be* 
cause the mulitude have been £aught to adore 
without disputing, and have been commended 
for their faith in the proportion that it was 
baseless and without foundation. But when 
men generally are set to examine the reasons 
of their belief,'will not the same difficulties in 
the way of subtile abstractions weaken their 
preconceived notions ? It should not be for- 
gotten that Atheism rests on realities — itte 
antipodes of metaphysical refinements, and airy 
nothingnesses, and is the science of things as 
they are. It has matter to rely upon which the 
mind can easily comprehend, a little careful 
thought will be sufficient to master its first 
principles, and a very modicum of industry will 
consistently apply these principles to the solu- 
tion of every spiritual sophistry. We do not 
despair of making every part of the subject 
quite plain and clear to the popular mind. For 
this purpose the plainest language is studiously 
vsed. Knowledge of any kind will never work 
out its high destiny until in the heads of the 
mast. The few are too apt to conaerre, or use 
it to puff conceit and swell importance, and 
tbejrhare aerer made aq honest use of it. The 



mass are free from conventional tram) 
degree that encourages the inipvi 
knowledge to them from the certaii 
being honestly applied. 

There is an argument drawn firom 
sence of misery in the world, cons! 
relation to god's attributes of good 
power peculiarly adopted for commo 
hension, though not more condusiv 
host of others; its effects will ata 
strongest belief and shake the fimu 
Origen Bachelor, a controversialist on 
side of the Atlantic, calls the considt 
it the strongest reason for Atheism, 
before incidentally alluded to it and i 
examine it, and the objections urge 
contrary more at large. 

Theologians contend that god is a 
infinite goodness and power--*>and i 
not supposed to be so, it would not 
contendmg about. But who can see tl 
and wickedness abroad in the earth, 

Eression of poverty and the pride o 
ow right ineffectually struggles agaiz 
and outraged humanity cnes for red 
no ear regards and -no arm is stretch 
save, and not exclaim^ where, where 
goodness, and show us infinite poi 
with Boz we reflect on life's sad vie 
how regularly things go on from da 
in the same unvaijmg round ; how 3 
beauty dies and uly griping age lives 
on ; 1k)W crafty avarice grows rich, t: 
honest hearts are poor and sad ; how 
are who tenant the stately houses, 
many those who lie in noisesome pen 
each' day and lay them down at night 
and die father and son, mother and d 
upon race, and generation upon g( 
without a home to shelter them or the 
of one single man directed to their 1 
ignorance is punished, and never tai^ 
jail-doors gape and gallows' loom fort 
urged towards them by eircimtstances da 
taining their very cradle heads, but i 
they might earn their honest bread ai 
peace; how many die in soul and 
chance of life ; how many who can sc 
astray, be they vicious as they n 
haughtily from the crushed and stricb 
who can scarcely do otherwise ; how 
Justice and misery there is, and yet 
world rolls on from year to year alike 
and indifferent, no man seeking to r 
redress. Sick at heart the mind tu 
such contemplation. What a hollow 
of human torture it is, to be told tha 
boundless power and goodness reigns, wl 
yet does not remedy all this. All sobt 
is outraged, common sense is set at 
every thing ^volts at the suppositioi 
fuses to dwell upon so glaring an imp 
To affirm that it can do it and does 
, pourtray a monster, not a father. T< 
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. t feelings of gnM an 1 a 
AlKktion. tfaav I'"' wr t>>r of 
Mtbed Ihe nbore paragraph 
iteh OpQU the public miad lie 
t lonstJf to speak. Of Mr. 
thing, eicepl in con- 
[irhici|ile9, of which he 
otjnie. Tbe following 
I Dot refel to bim in 
9 all those who arn prepared 
Be course of oonduct— if hii 
[, it IB because he is tbe priii- 



^apbiMr, Sudhama u made to aav lliat ijis 
oath was amply one of fbna, reUdBp to 
allegiance and mprsnutc; ; Ul us aee how far 
UuB is borne out b^ facts, Tb« fallowisg w a 
copy of the oath : "F.Tctj peraOa iliucDting 
from the ohorcb of Eoeland in holy dnlen, 
being a preacher or Loachcr of a rot>srcgatio& 
of diasenling ProteataatB. thalt taks the Mitha 
Hndsabncribetuthedechinition agiiiut pop«t7> 
required by the 1 Wm. & Mary." And aball 
alao make and aobsoribe to a dectantioii, in 
tlie words following : " J. H. B., do Mlemnly 
dachire, in tho presence of atmigbtygod, that 
I am a Uhriijtian and a Protesunt, and, h 
SDch, that 1 bcliere that tbe «orqitarei of tbe 
Old and New Testantenti, na cainsionly re- 
ceived among Prolfiltaitt oburchee, do contaia 
the revealed will of God, and that I do receive 
the aane as llie rule of mj doctrine and pnu- 
tioe I'bia wsa pretty well, bat not Hioagli 
for Mr. Maude, who having cangUt his viotini, 
bed h m to a stake, where, " bew-like, be vaa 

■ ■ ■ fight tbo ti 

oonaty, (he 

nun declare, in open day, and in tba face « 
the world, that he beliareil in a fatore stale of 
rewonla and puniahmenla. Thi* new light, 
tbis novel, apintual illumioaliDn ofiSr. ha- 
obanan, will oerlaialy sarpriae'plua, stcsighl- 
forwar^ men, who remembor that no loof^ 
afolhui Jul; Sg,lG40 (not jet a lilUamanih), 
a letter was addreaaed by that gentleman ts 
the editor of the Ntw Mitral WarLi, in whiob 
bo aaid, " I am very much againat the prinni- 
ple of anhmittiag to any testa or declarations, 
but if the opponte party are detennined to 
male us do so, on their headi be tbewieus, if 
any V/e shall be clear, in pobtio eatimwon, 
of any inconiialeney and moral guilt." Here 
t may be aaked, how Mr- Buchanan ann re- 
conc ie it to bis duty to submit to any teat* Or 
declaratlona, if be reject them upoa princi^. 
This u the sga of atronge doctrines t amone 
whicl tbatbereputforthwitbiucbDoolneBsand 
plauB bili^. certaialy claims tbe lint rank. 
We are told, by an eipoander of Socialism, that 
prmc pie may he trifled wiih upon occaaion, of 
which occasion of coorse we ourBelves must b» 
tbe judges ; and after having violated truth and 
honesty, we are to tarn ruuMl with the gruateet 

ON halanee and sdf'Suffioien^, and say, " ! 

IS not OUT fnulta; we would be honett. if 
Mr Kidd did not play the sonrc-crow and 
frighten ua fVom our propriety : on bim llifii 
be the wroD^, ifany," Jr'ariy.sayBOiiT ftiead, 
us Ihotigh his own condnol lelt a shadow of a 
doubt of its existence. Such an exprMUon 
from llie mouth of a public teacber. e^pecidl^ 
a teacber of gocialiam, is highly injudinoas' 
(Id use no atronger term), eqiecially -M tfat>i 
present moment, when public virtue, and the- 
l^rogreaa of truth depends ao much on tndi- 
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vidoal spirit. If we -need further proof, that 
Mr. Buchanau was forced to take the oath, his 
own words would furnish it. " I make," he 
said, " the application with the view of put- 
ting a stop to the vexatious proceedings 
which hare been lately taken against myself 
and those who hold opinions with me." 
Here, then, we have an explicit declaration, 
that the strait was abandoned for the crooked 
course, not on the ground of right, but ex- 
pediency ; had h6 resisted the law and reinsed 
upon principle a subscription to articles he did 
not believe, he might have been vexed and in- 
convenienced. Hones^ is expensive, and 
Socialists can't afford luxuries ; this was not 
the manner of a Hampden, a Russell, or a 
Sidney ; nor did John Knox found his church 
b)r such puerile conduct, he fed not his babes 
with such milk-and-waterish diet. We know 
that the first impulses of all men, are towards 
truthfulness of speech, and that independence 
of mind which leads to gpreat results. If they 
deal in falsehood, 'tis not for the love of it, but 
fear makes them hypocrites, and the distin- 
guishing characteristic of a great mind, is for- 
titude, which'enables its possessor to preserve 
his purity oft soul; apiid all temptations, to dis- 
dain ease add comfoit wh'en pimsfaased at. the 
expense of pirinbiple. ■ If^'the-Sobial leadBta^ 
to Avoid vexaUoni and incohveni^noes,' are. :pre-' 
pared- io make' -a- shutdecock of truth; and- W 
but ■ falsehood's echo, let it be proclaimed 
from the houMf-tops, and blazoned on our 
banners ; let tb08e> who. will, receive the mark- 
of the beast, that' when the -time comes, ^ the 
goats may be placed upon the4eftihai^d,\and 
the sheep on the right. It is jus£ possible 
that Mr. Buchanan is a sincere believer in the 
bible, as a book par excellence divine ; it may 
be that he has a hell and a heaven of his own 
squaring sufficiently with orthodox notions; 
he may believe that when our bodies decom- 
pose and form part of the jaw-bone of an ass, 
stop beer barrels, or spring up as cabbages we 
sbiul still live, have sensations, feelings, pas- 
sions, '&c., with a full sense, at the same time, 
of our -own identity; he may believe all this 
and much more, if so, we certainly prove him 
to be honest, while we adorn his brows with 
cap and bells, and cease to wonder that, like 
Abraham Slender, he should " sing small like 
a woman." It will be objected that the 
writer of this has taken a false view of the 
subject, if so, he will feel happy to be taught ; 
but surely it will be conceded, that nothing 
can justify a Social lecturer evading or shrink- 
ing f^om the consequences of truth, while he 
pretends to teach it without mystery or fear, 
liet us see how far Mr. Buchanan is open to 
this charge. Faley, in his Moral Philosophy, 
Under the head of "Lies," has the following 
4|ki^le ob8ervatk)n : ** 1 have seldom known 
«ay= men. who deserted truth in trifles that 
could be hushed in matters of importance : and I 



as there may be falsehobdB which are 
so there may be lies witiiout literal c 
falsehood, an opening is always lef 
species of prevarication. When th 
and grammatical signification of a sei 
different from the popular and ct 
meaning, it is the wilful deceit nu 
lie, and we wilfully deceive, when 
pressions are not true in the sense i 
we believe the hearer apprehends 
This simple, yet cogent argument, de: 
the sophistries of those, who ins 
they have a right to put their ow 
pretations upon an oath prescribed by 
true, they have a right to do so, just i 
right as the weak and fearful ever hav 
ceal their real thoughts in the present 
strong and courageous. The poor A 
flogged into obedience by his brutal 
who cuts the living flesh from his b 
compels him to speak (no matter n 
thoughts) according to his own arbitn 
the poor negro finds it expedient tQ 
deception, for deceitfully he does act;1 
pulsion alters not the nature of the ac 
is good or bad, no matter what the 
The slave does not manifest his co 
because he dare not do so, he is not su: 
'Strong. Mr. Buchanan, if a sincere 
did not manifest his conscience bee 
^eajnedrid: do so, he had not sufficiez 
strength, so far the cases are parallel, 
CB^es deception is practised ; bntiath 
it is pdtiable, in the latter flagniiit a 
temptible for this single reason, that tl 
makes no promise of sincerity, he vap 
about liberty and truth, but when a x 
fesses to teach truth without fear of m 
expected to keep his word. Dwarfs,afi 
may pass by unobserved ; but if with 
of lath they ape the doings of giants, th 
the sense of the ludicrous, and produce 
of contempt. Men should not deck the 
in the plume of the eagle, to play tht 
the jackdaw. That falsehood does noi 
in any particular form of words, but i 
tion^ is evident. Let us suppose a t 
stopped in his way by a torrent ; b( 
norant of the route, and not knowing 
proceed, should ask a man, on the i 
bank, to shew him a ford ; suppose this 
be an interpreter of words after h 
fashion, a facetious blade, desirous to s 
dexterity in lying like truth, and sup 
immediately reply, that the ford was a 
the right hand ; and if a neighbour sb 

E roach him and say, you have told 
ood, and sent the traveller in a 
direction, as the ford is to his left-han( 
but the cupning rogue might reply, I me 
own right hand, not his ; so that, tlioug 
ceived him and led him astray, I did i 
late truth, but simply put my own interpi 
upon what I said. Most people will tl 
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iaf^inux apology, the kanveaught 

D well SoggeA (ot Lis AcuteDew. 

r, >B Faley obaeri-ea, (ell lies with- 

_ H Byllable. We read in ihe anciant 

; that the place where the arrowB of 

-y ooncealed, WW Vnawn ouly to bis 

■MmpHDion Fliiloctet<s, wbo bail 

ret to tell the aeeret: tbegwlshad 

. llutt untit the krrows of Hercules were 

before the walls of Tray, ihe Greelrl 

" be BUccesaful againit ibnt famous 

aaat, tbu wiei^at and moK eloquent 

leVa, WDs aetil to obtain these won- 

ma, be knew (hat Fhilootetea was id 

a of the secret, nnd used all his arts 

: at length Ilia ar- 

H prevailed; but PbiloclHtes, dreading 

— - himeetf by lelliug Uiyaaed were ihe 

iTOp played the rogue, he would not 

'i, O ! no, he hod loo great a regard 

W do that, but he stamped upon 

re the arrows lay concealed, 

t alow 10 take the 

n away ; but tlie gods 

■cbed la this fashion, and 

d for his perjury. 

1 lietween those who take 



wounde <a attempting to close o 

, Socialists, who cry atoud for «ny 

! ptinoipls so tliat they mny jog merrily od, may, 
m their hurry, overlook some important par- 
tioutar ; in their baste to reap, they may forget 
to sow, or that tlie need time precedes tba 
linrTesI ; but it should be borne in minil, that 
Socialism is valuable, not merely because it 
shows the road to wealth, aod will enable men- 
(0 produce and consume mere than they liaTe 
promises adrantaeea 



1 will u 



imply 



■raltwhea to 



n speaking &lselj ; when 

-•--a to the promulgation 

n the ground of uni- 

. ■ course that is oi^ly 

B because it is safe, and gun- 

tunl, at leiuit, from the 

e»; 1 Uke tho question 

and disIioctiTely say. 

d in the eye of reason, 

(T DBCupi) a loictT patitiiui 

lonstrous, and imbecility 

t honesty and truth (and 

' ), while we dabble in 

. We read of Ke^ilus, 



JL indacemeDta, and crowned 

id that great man to equi- 

klned to do so, the inoral 

« what lie conceived ic 

s idamont, nor iliil he 

nor intevpiel after liii 

„. 1 we henitBte in deciding, whq 
staaerul.and rtl ihe same time.whc 
i mOel honoured by jiresent and 
— - -- — ■■-- Reguhor or thi 



fit fcw more words as (o ihe question 
KjpS npeiiiency, we shall conclude (big 
llmtwill return to the subject if a reply 
**il to the argumenfjs here advaooed. 

uediem, we arc told, to vi.ka (his oath; 

ot aucb expediency partial in its reaults, 
— "--"jl sui^eon, who opeoi many 
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was sacrificed 
good not of so individual but uaiversal obarae- 
ler. The most prevailing temptation, says s 
modem author, to depart from the right, in 
pursuit of the expedient, seems lo be the crsr- 
ing after prompt success, not remembering 
thst principle in its moral influence, and even- 
tually in its other ioflaenocs, loses much mors 
by such partial saccese, than it possibly can by 
remaining for a while in its dominion over 
men's minds, until that dominion is extended 
enough to assert its power orer their actiona 
as s community. For all great Iriamphg of 
principle, Ihe world can afford to wait, and it 
18 better that the world should wait. Herein, 
then, Bcems tu consist the difierence between 



declares that the utility of an act constitutes 
its morality, alistract right having nolbing^to 
do with political cooduct and human affjurs, 
and insists that the life of a public mm, to be 
useful, must be one of compromise, he maybe 
lold, lAut ail right u tht upidieiil, but Ihs 43jit' 
dii-iitii nol afunyi rfg^I; thia latter expedieucj 
is what is here protested against, as leading to 
the practice of immorality, and striking at the 
very roots of Social reform. Aiiistides, 



Charles St., Birmingham, 

Tuesday Evening, 
My De»r Sib,— 1 intended lo call upon voil 
in passing throngh to Bristol, but find 1 sIiuU 
not have time lo do so. 

The pressure of businesa prevented me from 
sending you your letter to Buvfaanan per Gnesl, 
OS I intended, with a few observations thereon, 
I put it in my bag, hoping to have delivered 
it, and made these remaks in piu^io ferwnie, 
1 must, however, take another appurtunily of 
remitting boih ; and, meantime, take Lhs op- 
portunity of saying, that it seems lom«liIghljr 
impolitic for one Social misaionary to fecture 
another as lo msuningi of terms, and above air 
to teach him publicly through the medium of 
the papei-a, if lliy brother offend ihee, -' 
prove him privately, and omenU the error. 
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show it up to the pablic to make tbem rejoice 
ofer its detection. 

I must, howerer, write to you fully on the 
matter when I get to London, and, in the 
meantime, request you to accept this as a tes- 
timony of my esteem and ftiendship, and a 
proof that I have not foreotten yoa* 
I am your s truly, 

Geo. a. Flbmino. 



The abore is ^ only letter upon the subject 
we can find. Supposins^ Mr. F. to have kept 
his promise, it is more l£an probable his other 
letter merely contained a fuller explanation of 
his yiews upon the policy of Mr. S/s conduct, 
and not any arguments against the principle 
inroWed, which alone could make it valuable. 
W. C. 

THEORY OF REGULAR GRADATION. 

NO. X. 

'*Aad god ma<ie two great lights. ^ * Remade the 
ttars alto, * * And god created great whales, 

. and every living creature that moveth. * * And 
every plant of the field b^ore it was in the earth, 
and every heii» of the field before it grew."— Jbw 
Book. 

Last week we gave some authorities in sup- 
port of our views, promising to give a few 
remarks upon them in our next 

Before adverting to them, we would direct 
fllt^tion to the extracts given above, from the 
^''tew Book." The believers in that veracious, 
aimiority are therein informed that their god 
made the sun and moon, and the stars also; 
that is to say, the universe, with the exception 
of our planet, which was the King David of 
the rest, we presume — one after his own heart 
— aU in one day, the fourth. Are we not, then, 
deservedly proud of our pre-eminence, we, the 
glory of the universe, the gem in the triune 
diadem ? Is it not more pleasant, as well as 
safe, to believe these thii^, so flattering to our 
vanity, than to foolishly bickert and dispute 
respecting them? Certainly 1 says^ obstinate 
follower of faith in preference to reason. We 
leave our readers to answer for themselves. 

But to our purpose : the idea of the forma- 
tion of the world from a condensation of gases, 
though "new and startling" to the Messrs. 
Chambers, who show signs, nevertheless, of 
being " cute" men, is by no means so with us, 
for we have a vivid recollection of our specu- 
lating with an intimate friend upon the same 
subject, some six or seven years since, and of 
our imagining water to have been formed by 
the combustion of oxygen and hydrogen. "But," 
ISay these gentlemen (see article of last week), 
'f these- is much, it must be owned, to support 
this hypothesis, startling as it is." Indeed I 
They are compelled to own it, are they ? The 
Cerberus of society must however be approached 
with a whining tone and smirking face, and 
the sop of apparent reluctance be thrown to 
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it, for^ fear of the conseqaeiices. T 
wbich si^poTt Atheism must not yet I 
to the world' by reapeetabk men, wit 
least, some, qualifying remarks and 
although they aie well known to h$ fiu 
W. Herschel mi^cive scientifio men- 
suits of his inlEMig^ens, leading J 
draw their own condosioiis, but the ** 
Scotoh editors have to make a £bM 
leading the untutored mind to the imd 
ing of the abstractions of science, aw 
not do for them to point to the evident 
tions from certain fkcts, if those dai 
would interfere with the selfish into 
more enlightened and powerful msi 
they cannot afford it! Do but mark, 
how lightly they trip over obstaeles 
■onward progress to the position ooeu] 
years before, by thedespts^, insidl 
persecuted Infidel, the moment the i 
been prepared and made smooth for t 
the indomitable persererence of ihm 
lar class, as well as by the progress of 
t)nce upon the sceptio's rail; and tkej 
explosion in their aidea-vours to run 
overtake all a-head of them. Thetligl 
cutf^" of the formation of two suns i> 
round ea6h other, *'is easily overcom 
be silre it is! But a 'i^ difficulty" i 
: orthodoxy, mooted by an Atbeist» i 
inferior to this one as Ceres to the sni 
^mest probably have resulted itl the ov( 
•of >the advancer, and not of tibe -quest: 
^witfli ^spiBcted of being M dan gm << om 4 
Moreover, they imagine that what hi 
for eighteen hundred years otimttt^, 
forth as being in almost no time eel 
existence, perfect and finalterabie'f mft) 
altered or perfected "in time** io.i 
shown by their remarks tipon* the; 
Saturn. 

e beg, also, to direct attentisb 
in M. De la Beche's opinion 
Te printed in italics, wherein t 
tlemaa'svviews, in relation to design a 
sively intruded upon the reader twice- 
lines. In both cases the object sougl 
obtained is defeated by the means 
difficult is it for error to be consistent, 
endeavouring to establish animportai 
sophical hypothesis, and professes to 1 
the adoption of it, ** jnore partiotUar 
would accord with the imity of desigi 
dent throughout the universe." V 
would ask, sliould he, if he be an impi 
pounder of the natural phenomena wi 
he is acquainted, adopt a certain th 
cause it haimoitises with one man*s 
while it is opposed to that of anothe 
evidence of design in the universe is n 
opinion— it is not proved, although 
speaks of it as being " so evident." 
if it be " so evident," why adopt an 
sis, " more particularlti as" it accords 





■? ft I. . 

n fliols niiuc, pee 
'., sttd sll M'polbpiis dieagreeitiB 
■"TwUdnly aiae. Therefore, lo mjt 
'fajpeUmis simply becsuse "it 
" witli n Taunta fnct, is equal to 
tftr building apou trulli (o talve- 
ia slwaya preanumd of every 
"•"krt? unnwessBT^ to be ataled. 
1 nbn with whicli our pbiloso- 
^^ M to luds his AQieiBm, is epeedlly 
A bj hi* own awkiranl attempts 
m Ue delasion believed by sO 
oue. For, afler talkiug of ibu 
' '~;n being s^pareDt in the nni- 
. to the DpiDion of La Place 
«nr«bQla system," m tcviiUipc, 
ndeffiitu." Doubtless 1 indeedl 
m bs&rc, we are told tl » «Bt- 
rti — fliBwimut — iaileaigned. We 
binned Ibnt wb»i was true of the 
^^^~o rf tbe pMH, and iiien tiraa, 
Ind an jitdiriilual stittuig tbe 
i;fldcatly dMigoed. but hesita- 
■k eqiHil cDIUideiMHi of a par- 

iraae, ullhmigh n i» from iluii 

.JtM Ik boa oT)tBiiied the cijieri- 
■mld lewl lum Co form on opmioi: 

we way be allowed a little 
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that lis Hi 
'8 of bis hearera ! 

"ben again, the ii.itTiiii!; rif ilif Ip.vistj hj 
AiUni, and tbe oollii '' ' .iripn.ii 

of presetvaCion li" ' 'i-u 

ahotmby Br. P. Si: ■■'i. 

;»ble, naturally, n' ■■ ,' ru 

loaaible, becmiM it \'^' J»'W 

Boot!" Tlwyliavc, iu fiisl. '("i'fiiilely dia. • 
juledeveiy inch oT ground. Bud now tlMVO- I 
lermiaiog of Ibeir loat slrang hold Jtn^ii. fiu 
been completed by Herscbel's diaeuTeriea. TIm 
'- ipinioD. 

anine force, power, principle, or forces, 
powers, or principles, or whatever it may be 
wblcb, under certain circunutancea, woalilirrct- 
ivee ici>rU>, may reasonably be imaginea lo 
ptajile them afterwarda with what wo call or- 
ganic forma. Where then is the reason of 
allowing ibeae men slitl la auuae, that at auj 
there is evidmct of dea^ 7 We btre ret- 
to believe that imiur id a gaoeoue state 
would condeose into worlda lilce nur own be- 
propertiea would so teiul. *But tl^ 
religiouB world will not so have it, ibey iiiuM 
that matter is inerl, and of course iucapable of 
combinatioca, uoleu put in motion by the 
spirit of god, which if true involves tbem in ' 



^^ lo enforce our viewi 

tSjT til* exlraota given above, p|«i 
|to,af nwo bidding high rabk in -■"' 
'miU, Tt wiU be perceived, that 
jb Mosaic cosmogony and alr- 
■ B we know of, completely »ea 
bds, but our opicioD revpectiug 
'. jaseoua 



of llie globe 
auilicieDt for OUT pur- 
1 we nly hare driven the nail 
""tpwhaps clench it. Some few 

l*eeology b»^ ' — " 

KMUpe, the • 
.'. lata!' inteii 
It of iba creation, and did 

nu(e men for erpreaaing 

n0, of for nvm asserting the earth 



FAvKean stable of religion, fouled 
■ wlinman filood and misery, will 
^wilh tha Jood of science. 

KT itd jirmtd the ahsarditjr of the 
It of the formation of the world 
IwelTeoT twenty -four boura each, 



intheci 



Uiofmi 



pretn ddemmn, rnalcing their (pid llu author 
ofa'f FnucUf/,anduot of all good afoM. as dwy 



;. tbera l 
in tbe world thou good : god is the catw 

LI. conditioaa, both eoodiwd evil i rrgoha 
eril or deimin-god. This nrgumeal, mnre- 
, is in bamiony nuh the EtaluneDt.ia tbe 
IT liook," which will be concloaive wiA 
■ue believers in its inspiration and infalli* 
bilit^, (or it is tbuir cjcptessly aiud that the 
Christians god plonted in the garden of Ed«0( 
'naddilion toi!Mrvlft'«g"plemBnt totheaight 
ind good for food," ■' the tree of knowledge 
if good and evil." Here then is p-imo /oris 
evidence that evil existed bifora man. unit iba 
giiM " I AM," the snthor of Ai.1., tniut baT« 
been the author of evil. 

W. C. 

Ain^HENTlCANECDOTES. 

/(/luH-fllire of tte IFisJom of Cfcriaten H«-| 

A'gumiAi. 
1 T..F.neT_ -Vnn tell me I sball go to hell for 
would you send me there 



unbelief, pray air. 
forit?— ChnatdsD. 



fciilfed to reconcile science with evi- 

lynaying tbat tbe word which stood 

'M Hebrew, would eijualty mean a 

a Ihoaaand, aye, or an axr-mtij of 

it4id not at ^Iprove that Moses 



ilhebibte, andtha'eforo Ibelievait, 

— lofidcL Butlamnotronstilutedsoaalobeiir 
fife and btimstone for ever.— Christian. V«, 
but god will enabli you to besr it— Infidel. Well 
that IB oerlaiolj' venj kind of mm, lo punish me 



bnve ever done 


inythingto you to jualifyyo 






-Infidel. Just 


andlhusmakebi 


n worse than yourself.— Cbna 
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able to give a reason why we diflfer fr 
in opinion. Yours, J 



in a, way I could not bear, and then alter my 
nature 60 as to make me bear it. 
' dr Infidel. You have been talking to me 
.a)K>ut " divine. grace," and the" holy spirit" 
being a, remedy for human depravity, now I 
candidly confess I don't know what you mean 
.fcv^pse words. — Methodist Preacher (with 
Sn0iri|'e\' Indeed, do you really mean what 
jo^fipy* — ^lifidel. Indeed I do, what is divine 
jgrabe ?^-Methodi8t Preacher. It is the influ- 
.. .JepjJftof the" holy spirit'* upon the heart. — In- 
fldel. Still, I am as backward as ever, what is 
the holy spirit ? — Methodist Preacher. It is 
** divine grace,*' as I have told you before. — In- 
fidel. Pooh, pooh, nonsense, I see you have 
no idea attached to the words you use, the 
■" holy spirit" is " divine grace," and " divine 
■grace" is the " holy spirit," and that's all you 
*know about it ; truly you are a valuable in- 
structor of your ffellow-men. 

S. Infidel. Well Mr. C, you have been to 
ohurch this afternoon, as ubual. — INIr. C. Yes, 
'sir. — Well what was the text? — Mr.C. directed 
the inquirer to the chapter and verse. — Infidel. 
How did the minister treat the subject ? — i\Ir. C. 
What do you say, sir ? — Infidel. How did the 
minister treat the subject. — Mr. C. 1 diuna 
ken what you mean. — Infidel, What principles 
did he elucidate by his remarks u\xin the text ? 

What inferences did he draw from it ? How 

did he apply it to your case, or to the cases of Itritsl/sonieparticsi'inploywibytlicDcfenccC- 
bthers I—Mr. C. Deed sir, / ken naeth'm^ purcliastd coined of Mr. Brindley'a Oaxei 

' Isee, yoir^mfl^irMvolOBethiDgli^^ 

'Scotch church for forty years. '■ ' ' '. 

4. A Collier. Sir, I see you are a d n 

Infidel, you don't believe in the bible. — Infidel. 
Well, don't swear about it. What do you 
think of those passages where god is made to 
order the destruction of entire nations by the 
Israelites. — The Collier. Why, sir, 1 never 
could read a word in my life. — Infidel. What ! 
and yet you have told me you believe it all. — : 
The Collier. AVell, so I do ; and what do you 
make of that ? — Infidel. 1 am, indeed, more 
surprised that you should say you believe it 
«//, and yet have not read it. — Collier. Why, 
don't others believe it too ? — Infidel. Oh, cer- 
tamly ; and, on the sAnftf grounds, though the 
preachers say that ignoiFaoo&'batiies iDfidelity. 
\t^$0l^ fdoA' .6harg6 of ipfnorance is so fre 



NOTICE TO CORUESPONDENT 

[The several i)artios who at present conduct 
tiiough agreeing upon all general princip 
as may be expected, upon matters of a 
prevent misconception, sdl notes or comm 
disputed points, involved in any commu 
Mill have the initials of the commenting 
tached, who alone wiU be responsible fori 

(J. A. asks, " Has the iwint been raise 
opinion of counsel been taken as to the lem 
recorder's interference, ass in page 67 of tni 
of TrLnl ? The defendant was fully at liberl 
mont upon anything which had been sal 
ciMinscl for the prosecution, either as his owi 
or by way of qnotiition, and the recorder hat 
to p're\ ent defendant arguing upon any po: 
ever which the counsel had mooted. It 
recorder's duty to assist tJie accused (hebein 
counsel) instead of tliwarting him on a mo 
timt i>oiut of his defence, and there seems tQ 
ground for ap]x>aling to a superior tribund, 
secretar}- of state." — Xo objection has^^ 
But an application is intended to be iq|C 
James ^Gmhant shortly, and any intiaiati 
tliotse who can assist the deputation would 
received. Address to tlie Editor. 

" Another s\iggestion presents itself — Cou 
simpleton wlio purchased the Oracle and u 
self witness to that eftect, be equally well in 
having so publinked it himself? If this sor 
but ion could be brought to bear there woult 
an end to all persecutions for blasphemy." — ^ 
say not, and for this reason. During the pi 
the quarter >essi()ns at which Mr. South 



biu;^.. 

tiouiilg, uhd hidirect attemptlat intii 
tion' was OHked of tlic pious and Just jndfB; %l 
publication of a blasphemous' ubel for' the vt 
refutation, could be construed into a buu 
libel which might be prosecuted 7 To thic tl 
Daniel replied, certainly not, when pubHthei 
^rpose of refutation. Upon this reply tl 
jury rcfosed the warrant, not however befon 
plicants had been defrauded of 10«. 6(2. by tb 
of the court,' and subjected to tlie loss of i 
work. But this is not all we would db«et 
to. The libeU tcere nut inserted for t^fjtf. 
refutation, but solely to prove that Itioi^ 
Atheist, and why, because Mr. Southw^l (a I 
was one. Any one mav satisfy theniBAres of 
of our assertion by reference to the.4>aper sp 
the quotation is contained in a Letter to ai 
Peel, Jan. 1 , 1842. There is no doubt upon o 
that the grand jm7 were convinced of uie cr 
of the publication equally with the Orat^, 
del^dants were reapcctable orthoddip booktel 
tmoW ftv i tti MUie of tnem having the'**liuab'i 
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-V— i7,- . — ; — Q- — ^fllOrance 1B so ireJ.Hiv««»»!5f,»MUiW wxuicuiunvmg uw -uuuui 

'4[titamy brought' f^ainst tihe Infidel portion their fbrardads,** or why such evident trepidi 
of. the community, I trust you will insert the ' •^^'^ " '^''" '^''"*"' «-/* .^-^ /*- a.i«-. / i 
ioregroing specimens of Christian intelU^enice, as- 
tsafS^ySa that they a^ UUrallyfiOfnect; they fli« 
^ jiiapjaiof a great kitnirbNET that mifirht be 
fixrtigtit'&rward to prove the truth of mc or- 
thoSpi? Dri Watt8*rt statement, " that the greate^ 
p«rt'8rtbe Christian world can hardly give any 
x'eason why they believe the bible to . be the 
word of God, except that they, always did be- 
lieve it, and* had beentaug&t so irom their 
mftacy;*' and yet these are thle^^iiaAiiBa who 
wottid glory in " burning, 'yon and" 1 for bemg 



alann a« was evinced, and tohg the delagt 
speculate upon the probablKtca of ftoiA'pUi^J 
quarters/ but wo naye no notion of./estnc 
useAilnesB to gratify ho^ malice^ unless we 
our opponent^s H J iy i ' fdr tho like Hfnitaieh 
stocking. We have been informed^ sncr^ 
above, yuU; tliere is au act exculpatuig witn^ 
prosecution iiiider'such dj^cumstances. 

"llie Principles of Socailism," &c. "by 
lilisaIonary,'Mn eur next. 

The Trial coiaplcte, stitched in a wrapper. 

Printed .by O. J. Uolyoake, 179, BrocHnha 
: Sheffield; and. Published for him by j^I 
Booksellers.— iSatuirday, April 9, 184*^. 
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[PlUi^ldf. 



into the subject. Industry and inorul coucnrt 
it) a ffW ycoTS would rovenl to Lrond light llio 
alwlrtisust Iruorhefl, and reduce iti miMt tvAr 
lilo Iruths to axioma. The reveries of tba 
itudw wnuld breathe the air nt imtiona.Aod 
the ipeciilnlions nf sagoa vuald become Oio 
Kuides of ths mlUiona. 

It J3 wise tr> disregard the common wtdriitij, 
ibat the brifbteat minds of antiquiW aid llti t 
mid did that ; and if wc attttrnpt ta uiidi wha 
Ihr}' left unnccuinplfiihed, liks them oiir In- 
bour nill be in cnin. Spceluilsneai luld 
|ilail9iliili(y miiBt ncror be iicffliillcd to slop 
the inqiurcr on bis pnth. The suidc thing 
ning' in Galileo's ears when he stiirled his 
BGw IhenricK of Ihe univerae. Coluinbus waa 
diuQedin Ilka manner bv thceamB remarlu. 
Newton wiK charged with presumption Ibc 
his inviffiligntions — wiseierra assured'Tdtn UO* 



ally to abnndnn 

. Bnt Such advice pro- 

1 igfiorunt or nifSniflllj 

[laB been defined " an 

an, tiie 

o the clUleiicen 

1 fKe bearing of all these -(>u 

Wiiat science can be more 

wimpTdmt? Recall lo the 

s and ojipressions mcculnlive 

. . laaioned. It pMbsbly ia not 

falihiiad to sny thnt mPlaphysirjU 

odlfccd mine eiifferin;. done 

Lit and retard the 

1 mind than oil other 

The supposed raydie- 



pliU'i tn tlic popnlar mind 
■ confined to clnsr^s and 
iemaMsofamibtt Tlieflonds 
Itt'ltBTc never yet been jioured 



iiMAd, under &b eircutnsbutres, Qie course (o 
Im jmnnied is clenr — bnt to aiiy thing else, 
to siiphiBtry, comimriBons, doubts, prophecies,' 
thnmta, listen not, cerlRiuly rei^rd not. 

With all due duierenee (o Solomon, ttiete 
are, and will be,rtniny "new things onira 
the sun." At leitrt it is consoling tu inthJjo 
ni IhB hiiiw, for inoiiy of the old nnefl aro In-' 
snilTeniblv tedious. In the words of Lord 



To ike SdUor of the OraeU ef StmM.' 

DEAit aiR, — 1 IniTe been engaged in flin 

public admciu'y of soi-ialiam from 1837 tn 

rresenl time, nnd luivc paid BOiDe altt'u- 

to Ihe matter. I tniRt jiju will be nbld ' 



tmporltmt i 



I Qie inlel-esta of the humiat 
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In your pawphlet, entitled ilie " Spirit of 
Bonner in the Disciples of Jesus," you say, 
''when I first became a Socialist, I did not 
suppose that I was pillowing my head upon 
down, but that I was set apart to promote the 
best interests of society, though hell itself 
should gape." This, sir, was exactly my 
case, and! think so still, and should consider 
I fulled in the performance of my duty, if I 
did not carry this conviction into practice. If 
I mistake not, every missionary of our society 
tiiought so oncBf that was, however, before an 
ymoise change came over the advocacy of our 
cause. That it has been " un\sise," no one 
acquainted with the events of the last two 
years can for a moment doubt. I lay it down 
as a general principle, admitted by the Social- 
ists, tiiat socialism is a cure for the evDs of 
society. If this be the case, the question then 
arises, is supematuralism an evil or not ? If 
it is, let us endeavour to drive it from the 
world, by declaring unceasing warfare against 
it, in every shape and form ; if it is not an 
evil, why, in the name of common sense then, 
let us engraft it upon oxa system. We can- 
not advantageously occupy a neutral position, 
and yet one of the principle arguments in 
favour of our present policy is, that we shall, 
by so doing, be enabled to draw over to our 
side the sectarians of the Christian world. 
This, however, is refuted by the fact, that we 
have more or less, held out the right hand of 
friendship to them, throughout our entire 
career ; have offered them every prwUegt 
they could demand, save the privileges of in* 
fringing upon otir privileffea, and yet they 
have continued and are likely to continue the 
enemies of Social reform. They act pcr- 
fectiy consistent with their doctrines, and 
this, I am sorry to say, is more than can be 
said of many of oxa party. If the doctrines 
of human depravity and a probationary state 
of existence be true, why should the be- 
lievers trouble themselves about reforming 
the world, seeing that the earthly nature and 
destiny of man . renders it a hopeless task ? I 
repeat it, they are prefectiy consistent, sup- 

Cng their doctrines true. If, on tiie other 
d, they are false, as aU Socialists must be- 
lieve, why should we leave untouched doc- 
trines which are alike destructive to the hap- 
piness of both Infidel and Christian, and if 
the arguments be sound in reference to th§ 
two doctrines I have mentioned, it is equally 
so with every other doctrine in the large cata- 
logue of theological absurdities. Shall we 
convince the Christians by refrudng to meet 
them on their own ground ? Never ; and if 
we do not convince them of the fallacy of 
their notions, how axe we to enlist them in the 
cause of co-operative home-colonisation ; how 
are we to witiidraw them from the influence 
of the priest, if we do not make them dis- 
satisfied with their creeds ? The thmg is im- 
JS8 



possible ; and they nvist still remain I 
chains" on the wheels of hnmaa i 
ment, destroying their own happiness i 
of tiie imbelieving world also. I i 
then, that self-interest and benevoleni 
demand that we should make no con 
witii one of the chief curses of the w 
pematuralism. I do not wish my 
Socialists to run headlong into the jai 
theological dragon ; there is no nece 
this, nor, will there be any fear of i 
controversy be carried on in a propei 
and even though we had to beard th 
his den, that is no reason why we shot 
the contest, for vndividual loss in ca 
these, is general gain. We may depe 
it, that " the don't hurt the feelii 
respect the prejudices" policy will n« 
down to our charity, and our being 
the milk of " human kindness ;" ii 
set down, as it has been hitherto, as a 
moral cowardice and want of moi 
ciple. The charges too would be tru( 
Socialists, as a body, neither believ( 
appreciate the orthodox creeds: w 
should we be parties to keeping : 
sions at tiie rate of £20,000,000 per 
a sum, which if rationally applied, t 
a few years, banish poverty from the 
Again, will our present policy cj 
Christians to forget and bury in obi 
contests of the past ? No man who 
soned on the matter, can expect this, 
we have been, and Infidel we shall n 
public opinion; and why should 
ashamed of the titie, when we know 
fidelity, in the ordinary acceptatio: 
term, has been the forerunner ol 
progression, in all ages of the world \ 
claim for it the same respect as 
ians do for their side of the quest 
then our struggle will not be in vain, 
language of the " old book," " we s 
in due time, if we faint not ; let \ 
weary in well doing." Whilst soci 
in the least degree confiected with t 
of Owen, and while his works are co 
as expositions of the system, it is^id 
pect mat we shall ever convince the 
ian world that we are not the enemie 
pematural religion. (1) No, they^ 
at us and treat us with contempt for o 
I would respectfully call the attentioi 
Owen to this point. It may be said 1 
that Mr. Owen does not object to th 
discussion, but wishes to carry it o 
way he lays down and no other ^ an< 
this is the case to a very great exte 
Owen's plan is this : " Teach truth, a: 
will fall by its own weight ; there i 
cessity for dealing with it in any oi 
whatever." (2) This argument : 
sound and partly fallacious. It it 
those few who are capable of makin 
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, 'itef reAeatiaxm. mi aoimd 
but it ii folUcioiu *s Applied lo 
f of nunldnd, who bare cesigned 
via inU) Ihe bands of the priest- 
Ao dor« no( Ttaumfarfear of go- 
Voo muit maet thew partiFB on 
Itmnd, or they will not meet yim 
(Hpond U> Ibe sentiment quoted 
', ot progireBs from Chcllotiham in 
VtiaUaral World (MsnA 19th). 
r. G. Biich, M. A.. " not tHi the 
Smm pn>m*nc«d againtt chriiH- 
soKmi, im a ayilm, put /orlh th 
loajr add, if chrutiBiiily be nil 
dw nmoFsl of the eTil» of bo- 
tVestteinpt to put something in 
K«M>wfnd? And if it ia not Bit- 
sJtoold iro not boldly proclaim 
iKtiouB to the world, oren 
do considM that ; 



■ee nby vo sbuiUd atiftc 

■Bd fliwurt OUT objenlg to flcate 
COW whims, when Ihc happiness 
N men, in every lenn oi the lenii, 
a tlM contvst. Depend upon it, 
point uf view, it is almapt 
tmt what i* tnu, and do mJiat ' 



I cODclosioDa, 
bciliB them over ta our mde nf 
Mikke ft man disaxlisQed with 
Ike faiihvitli drops the manlle 
He is ouly Lheu in a proper 
to lislen to ".tbe elilL smstl 
Tlio policy I wish tbe So- 
ia bAautifully described in 



dppt i 
1«^ 



A in illlEiiueig cbiumB. 

ffrMto " examine," " follow," 
(to>** int to boldly uld unflinch- 
lt» it upon the public platlonn 
Into circle; on ul suitablo occa- 
R dow not inlerfera with the dis- 
t Mkw datiea of Me. Above all 
Hill ill MiosiouuieB " leach the 
Ivfc Ijuth, and nolbing but tbe 
IWjr who have been set up as pio- 
tUU siftte of tbinps, if they are 
_lt Mit," wlio is to do SO ? Some 
. toMk the pdling choliu of men- 
Etritf dMpot^, or the world will 
bdavedt My ptper is l\tll, and 
V dooM «tlmii«te(i, I tb^reforr, 
nut, n>nelu(l<>. Trustbf; ilinl 
ittind yiur exertioim, I rumaiji, 
MUge tif truth, 

J. C. F. 



(1). la not Rtftytvt^fen 1)Ucd upon su- 
peroaturaliam i Soei not reason end where 
TcUj^un bogins ! 

(2). Mr. OwFU b[is acted upon his plnn 
in most of his duciatioTa (?), seldom notic- 
ing his opponent's objections, but ha» ttnaau- 
puloualy rejected it in bis writings. Mr. 
Owen la quite ntis&nd if he eon oM«n « 
)nr^ audience, i^o will listen to Mm, and ba 
eives them unadulterated Ow«nii"i bJods; 
indittercnt to what mav be nrged. agsinHt it. 
This may be Twy well for Mr. Owen, who 
hoi mbliined himself into a beUef of the in- 
Mlibility of his syitem and of himself bb i(a 
propouiider ; but it is a very diSercnt matter 
for the misaionaries of lociaiurn, who are n- 

Cti^d not only to set up thejr new ayWan, 
to knock down tbu old one, and this i« 
only to be done bv coming into c^liaion wilii 
the supporters of the latter. The BtiaUA 
meeting was a fair lamplo of the effect of Mr. 
Owen's plan, where a low blackgaard was 

SBrmitted (o groaaly insult the mcmbeis ofUiu 
ocial body (whom Mr. Owen vta ammat 
lo representj without opposition or notieo. 
The eause of Social progreasiou in Bristol 
rcaeived more injory upon those three ni^tR, 
Ihui it will recover for many months. But 
if (he mere e^ibitlon or umonnecment of 
tnilh be snlflcient to ensure its adoption, to 
the n-jeetion of error, uAiil artvalo cAni of 
Mr. OiatH's MBit vitiet t Do nil who hear 
believe — doe« one in a bimjicd ? No t Am 
we lo lake it for gmnled, then, that they arn 
necessarily ftfta J To use a harsh but ap- 
propriate phrase, such teaching ia a AuxiCufr, 
a theat. Mr. Owen did noi act upon tms 
principle, we presame, when he so uaquali- 
liedly deaaimced all the reltgioiis of tKo 
world, and on many other occasions, when it 
suited his purpose. But times ere changed, 
he has now the piurses otthe Home Colon iaa- 
tiou Company to assist him in bis fhrorilo 
scheme, and their " prejudices rnurf be re- 
flppcted." Capilalisls will not specniate in 
human happiness, whilst there is a rJUmca of 
fnilmv. The public must be treated like b 
sick child, and the medicine which will re- 
store it lo beal^ must be secreted in its 
(weet prejudices and erroia, lest it might cry, 
and kick, and scratch. Althouah posaesscd 
with a. deadly hate of corporeal puniehmente, 
I have seen wondera worked upon children 
by a whipped breech, when every ttvail»ble 
phnsis of Uie forbearance doctrine had hopC' 
lessly foiled. Just so with the world, it is 
untoward and willil, and a ranait moral 
whipping occasionally accelerates the cireu- 
latioii of blood thtoHgh its brains, which 
otherwise stagnate and congeal. The oppo- 
site of Mr. Owen's preBent^re«*"p produced, 
a [wwerfnl body of men, the practice of tha 
precept is likdy to dcetWY '^- 
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IS THJ^pE A G0D1 



XI. 



*' We cannot hdip acknowledging, tohat an esertion 
qf benevoleft^. creation was." — Palbt. 

Concluded from fMge 131.^ 

It has -hitherto been ihe policy of the ciumiiig 
of all nations and times to assert the existence 
of a cause assumed to regulate the general 
econoQay of nature. Let men take a wider 
▼lew, and say, does not the subjugation of 
Poland imder the iron rod of the Russian 
tyrant, when the prayers of the good of the 
ciTili9ed world were offered up to avert the 
horrible calamity ; when they reflect on the 
&te of the slave and the humbled Indian ; or, 
nearer home, contemplate Ireland reduced 
thirty weeks in each year to subsist on food 
not fit for pigs ; on the millions who wander 
through' Qjur own land broken in heart and 
bHghted in hope — and say, could a demon look 
down from the fair skies with the power to 
remedy and redress and not stretch forth his 
arm to save ? Where m He who rained fire 
and brimstone on Sodom and Gomorrah, and 
swallowed i^ Korah, Dathan, and Abiram ? 
"Why is not miquity washed away, and why 
do priests remain to oppress,' to apologise for 
crime, and to bolster up corruption ? What 
being is he who can wink at injustice, look 
without emotion on the affliction of merit, and 
regard not the agonizing cry of suffering 
virtue ? The time 13 come when men dare 
think, when thought has burst priestly barriers, 
when reason looks out from its long confine- 
ment, when despair has at last awakened men 
from their lethargy and pushes conclusions to 
all le^timate lengths. Against the delusions 
of religion and the sophistries of faith nature 
cries aloud through all her works, and hu- 
niaiiity at every bleeding pore : a tongue is put 
in every wound injustice inflicts,and every feel- 
ing of the heart rises up in mutiny. Honesty 
and poverty look out from the watch-tower of 
patient hope, deferred till the heart is sick, 
under a heaven dead as iron, and drawis in- 
ferences and arrives at conclusions no cajolery 
can destroy, no ingenuity elude, no power 
annihilate, no sword kill, no dungeon smother. 
The considerations drawn from the cold pre- 
mises of logic which can be urged on omer 
branches of this subject, showing the incon- 
sistencies into which the supporters of the 
belief in a god must fall, have their duo 
weight in calmer moments, but so few of those 
are permitted to the mass, in their necessary 
struggles for existence, that reflections like 
those above, which can be made in the very 
hot-bed of strife and suffering, cannot, in our 
opinion, be too strongly or too frequentiy urged 
home upon the attention of men. They have 
often been advanced as potent speculations by 
clever thinkers, but have never yet been 
brought to bear upon the minds of tjie majority 



The objections that god 'cannotlbc 
potent AND benevolent ; and that otxmi; 
cmM, and henenolence would, have ft 
eternity prevented evil, is as old as H 
of Epicurus, and it hath been shrewdlj 
" and as knotty as it is old." Lord Shai 
in this coimtiy, in more modem timed, 
ftdly reiterated tlie objection that the p 
of ILL annihilated the attributes and es 
of god ; but such reflections have bei 
fined to closets and learned disputatio 
have never ranged where their influeno 
be most readily and usefrdly felt, and "^ 
the mightiest results. 

It is contended by some per^ns t 
jections not new have little weight, a 
this might be passed by because urged 
but it is overlooked that it is new to the 
and if not, if unanswerable, it is fre< 
advanced for ever till it has perfon 
work of conversion. But granting it 1 
old as argument itself, and as grey wil 
as priestcraft is black with infamy, "« 
the objectors gain, seeing that the san 
be urged against their own positions, u 
authority of one of their mostinfidlible 
and debauchees, who has written, that 
is no new thing under the sun ?" If 
only is legitimate in -argument, reason 
often stand still, and if the wisdom 
present generation only is to be our 
our forefathers have lived in vain and ' 
perience of the past is good for n6diin^ 

Retumiog to our positions — ^w^ havi 
infinite goodneto and nnbounded pow 
have demonstrated their non-existenc€ 
being, god or demon, imder the circutn 
of misery prevalent and imredressed 
world, and consequently the non-exist 
god is, as the Scotch say, *^ proven.** 
is not to be supposed that no other ol 
than tlie one referred to relative to 1 
of the argument has ever b^en ad^ 
Clerical ingenuity is not so quickly 
Theology, the science, pre-eminently, oi 
ciling contradictions, amalgamatiiig a 
ties, and smoothing the jagged and 
surface of religious inconsistencies, ( 
no lack of expertness here. As was hj 
the commencement, impossibilities 
hindrance where common sense is n 
requisition. Clerical reasoners, lijc^ the 
onist of the angel Gabriel, if lopped t 
•with the sword of argument, by some s 
jugglery or divine legerdemain, are 
again before a second blow can be c 
their remainders. The objection to our ] 
is, " that goodness- and power only arc 
into the case, while infinite wisdom 
out." This wisdom it is said " may 
and compel the non-exercise of the pc 
remove evil ;" by infinite wisdom she 
imderstood an infinite excuse, an 
apolo^ for evU, an everlasting cloak 
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pity, Kd mortal can conceive any tue oi 
'iB-viadoni except to direct tho eierciH 
intta power, under (be gaiAaare of inD- 
ft peodnCHS, for tlie promolion of influile 
MMfag. To htimaii upprehciujon Hk 
pnrhich fruHtratei the eiercuo of kindneBa 
: ia a T^ry dubiouikind of wiadom 

« fiithec Willi Ihe power and will 
boon OD his cliildreD, wititk jiistiec 
id uid humanity demnadcd. pIcBditifi as 

'lis nipmor wimiom for wittholding 

would migKeat itself W every mind 

Mr dwelling for lh« iiufoitunate 

But god'fl wiadom," wn are le- 

isabuve ours; it i» inSiiile aad 

itif atioYe our comprehcDston. 

n so, ocrtniuty. lluin hia foodnei 

and if we Are uot to reason npon 

the other P And if upon none, 

Mlled upouloahftpe our thoughts 

' ' noeatftUt Upon tliU question 

itianguly argued by Origeu 

ll»[ " we may conceive tho father 

-n^lh physical pewec eulhdeii 

ftinilj, hut the perception ol 

-wnild deter the exe reiae of his 

_ wor." TIiiB ia offered aa «t 

,of ilie differeace wa haro pointed 

iw does it meet the case ? It 

only, tliat god has no power to 

iloinlUut miBcry, this we contt'Ud for. 

Unwbcs the case, ua indeed rca»in 

irfiiuh It must be shown how infl- 

m con diclatu tlic creation and pcr- 

of the crime, sul&ring, and op- 

n» aee in Uie world. Iliia doea not 

Gcnte^C, so pertinaciously will aomr 

* im habit, intereit, or nblu.ienesa, 

together, cling, in the very nuui 

tiutli, In nbcurdity and errur. Th 

apology for injustice — the pcEt«i 

plunder, tho uiaatle thrown oYi: 

IB raked up from tho caycrua i 

nor, an^ death. We are told all i 

irour good, oil distinctions bet wee 

] wrong arc broken douu, and the 

n ot tuisflirtimc are informed that the 

i beclouds the world, the tyranny 

d£ (hem to the dust, and the rapacity 

ih.twftllows up their aubHtunci'^ 

!■ bis "!t!> mcti-r, and •IulII Ixrtk 

_. , transfirilie the elomienl retort 

Owen. " Mu»t I be toM (says lie) 

mot know that evil u evil, or that 

n'lt bleseinga in disgnifte 7 



--drij 

ivey 



is a crime T Not know whether malico 
jealousy, whether the iron lioad of de«potiai 
and the brutal pasaioos of Iguoranoe an 
blessings or cuiaas ? Do we not know tha 
the aUB'beam is warm and the s ' '^ 
cold ? Not more clearly, not more j 
than wc see. than we feel, than ' 
that vice i^ no blcsoing, and raiaery 
Theology may say Ihi^ aro ; nalnre apeal 
louder than theology. The sophists mi 
tread don'n the distinctions between good an 
enl, and appeal even from the bar of In. 
man perception : onr feelings will build u] 
again the great wall of paniliDU, and on 
hfsns deny the jight of appeal. Crime U 
ovi! ; to be Ismeuled, to be ai ' " ' 
extirpated, If it con be. Misery 
shuimed, to be sholqen from us, to be wardod 
oS by every possible eOort from all our fellow* 
oreattu'ea. But why reason the matter ? WiH 
the boldcat enthusiast act upon his doubts t 
Will ho attempt to spread abroad among hit 
brethren, these same disguised blessings? Ovi 
if reason and liberty at last extend Iheti 
peaceful dominion over the earth, will ha 
indeed ait down In sorrow, and luncnt that 
the mysterious sources of load are fiiat dti*« 
apiwaring from mnong tcaiikind J" 

There ie ono cotmlalion accompanies tl 
reflections, which will wrvo to soothe tl 
whom the severity of our pQiieluaioiis i 
offend. If thi7 will aid the diftiaioo 
kuuwlcdgc, utisbackle the pteas, pnctiw. 
tice and iienciolcnce, give fVec sci^pe to msD** 
best energies, evil and pain might soon 
bBnished the world. The arjumcnla urged 

this article, though relating tu tlie exutinee 

ciil without regard lo its jwnnonfney, wouH 
be reduced iu some mcusure to a theory anA 
would lose much of that force and solidiljt 
which they now eoiituin, from the unfortunatw 
facility of demonstration the stale o< 
alfurds. When this is attempted in 
wo tdudl be prompt to concede, tmmqusstedii 
the Tiosilion required, and ahaudon wiA^ 
alacnty the high and inaccesstbte ground w< 
have t^cn. 

The aspect under which Ihenlogianapreaat 
tho deity lo man, as not onlj; willmg Bul il« 
liberately willing the evil which Exists, seuDU 
too revolting to be dwelt upon, and Excite*! 
ieelings too painful lo be enteriaiuccl. Suclii 
degrading theories we point to as warai: 
beacons, not drag tliein forward bum ai 
pleosuro they aSbrd us. 

G. J. H. 









n r Not Inow it I Not know when 
■tched on llio raci that tor- 
■Is an evil ? Not Imow when the infant is 
ir when gentle woman 
tdincold blood, thaitbc butchery 



Tn the Editor of the Oraclt ^Rtaaan. 
3,n,— Ii is with considerable reluctance that 
appear as a writer, feeling oonvincert I cannt 
dn justice to myself or to the individna 
nhosa bebalf I am now diouVUi mi^ % 



•^ 
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xemariou But I feel compelled to attempt tlie ' 
vindication of one wbom evezy honest and 
intelligent person must admire, seeing that he 
is debarred the privilege of defending himself, 
being imprisoned for an asserted crime, which 
no man can understand or define. It is 
the duty of every lover of freedom and 
truth to endeavour, as far as he is able, to 
put things in right lights before the publio. 
To this end I purpose making a few re- 
marks upon a lecture of Mr. Lloyd Jones's 
delivered in John Street Institution, upon 
" What is, and what is not, socialism." In 
this lecture Mr. J. charged Mr. Southwell, 
though he did not mention his name, with 
making incorrect statements ; and which Mr.' 
J. attempted to prove were so, by reading 
some extracts from the laws of the Society of 
Rational Religionists. IVIr. Jones, however, 
like every other individual who has to serve a 
party, read what he thought proper, and drew 
what inferences he pleased from what he read. 
I shall endeavour to prove from the same 
laws, and from the writings of the founder of 
the society, that the charge of Mr. South- 
well — ^thiU the leading men of the society have 
deserted principle, and have not met, in an 
honest and courageous manner, the prejudices 
and opposition which every pioneer in the 
cause of human progression mast expect to 
meet — is tnte ; in other words, that they have 
7iot spoken the " truth without mystery, mixture 
of error, or fear of man." In tiie third law of 
the society it states that the object of the 
society " is to well educate and advantageously 
employ all^ so as to ensure their health, per- 
manent prosperity, intelligence, and happi- 
ness." In the next section it states the means 
which are to bo used to accomplish the object, 
via., to create a new public " opinion," and 
** daily to teach truth unconnectM with error" 
Before, then, the world can be prepared to 
carry out the objects of our society, we must 
necessarily raise all its prejudices against us, 
because we intend to make an entire change ; 
and it is not to be expected that old society 
will allow us to make that change without 
great opposition. It is the duty, then, of the 
members of our society to make a detennined 
stand for the principles they believe to be 
true, for they can only hope by so doing to 
overcome the immense power that is arrayed 
^^inst them. For some time that was done, 
and proportionable progress made, by preach- 
ing sound doctrines, unalloyed with error, as 
far as possible ; but for the last two years I 
am inclined to think it would be difficult to 
say which has been supplied most plentifully, 
truth or error. Have not our missionaries 
mixed up much error with their teachings, in 
talking about sacred socialism, practical Chris- 
tianity, and many other adulterations, which 
had aboat aa much to do with the objects of 

oar aoaiet^ as practical MohHmed9xdBm'i But 
14S 



if there be an insaffiokiie^ of &ets \ 
conviction, from lectures, I would &fti 
tion to that which ought to be the o 
the society, the Nino Momi World, dm 
editorship o^ Mr. Heming. I bdieve 
read every line in that paper for the 1 
years, though not without much pain 
self, and I thought, long before Mr. 
well' spoke of the matter, that it wai 
graca to our society, its character bem 
and-watery, admirably suited to we 
machs ; whilst column after column ws 
ficed to the greatest twaddle that ever a; 
in print, not excepting the Evattgeiiea 
zine, which any one may satisfy them» 
by referring to such articles as the " 1 
Echoes of the Esoteric Speech;" <* 
to my Pupil Friend;" "Sacred Sod 
and many others which it is unneoet 
mention. I was repeatedly asked t 
Street, what I thought of the papon 
understand them, and was such " trot 
out mystery, mixture of error, or 
man?" That these articles were im 
hensible to some of the most enlighU 
the society is apparent from the &et o 
of London, a professional man, reqi 
more than once, that a glossary she 
given. I ask how it was possible to ct 
the objects of the society, which is state 
" to well educate all," &c., "and to rem 
causes which produce evil," and aU m; 
are evil, when such incomprehensible, 
writings are prominently put forward 
professed organ of our society 1 

Mr. Jones denied that the socic 
deserted its principles, and that thesta 
made were not correct. Now I thinli 
shown to every unprejudiced mind, fi 
laws of the society, that Mr. Southw£LI 
ment was correct. But should any on< 
convinced, let them look to the princ 
the society and attend to the "five 
mental facts" — facts upon which our 
rests, and which places it in direct op 
to all the laws, institutions, beliefs, ant 
dices of old society, and say, if they c 
Mr. Southwell is not correct. Om 
Mr. Jones also stated that they bad neve 
back at any time, but that they had 
met opposition in a courageous and 
manner, and added, that it was not thi 
to go out of the way to attack the olcl 
dices of those who might differ fron 
These were strange assertions, and 
Mr. Jones's memory must have fail 
when he made them, and that he foi 
principles and objects laid down in the 
was then making quotations from. Su 

fentleman forgot the equivocation an 
ing (no doubt with the best intention] 
time the Bishop of Exeter made 
Quixotic attack upon our society, whi 
k 'been m.eX nnxii^iSV^ , n^q^^ 'Wt^ ^^ 
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' adnocsd MUe, ind 

I codtislest uid boaouT- 

I who preteod to prencli " truth 



bT&lin^ 



■a of Bj 



DbssTved, " A bishop 
IB vui every ilay, and ^eretore, 
], WB ought to make ibe most of 
Jones gttted that ne verE not lo 
: Wlj to ran a tile at anil iltocli 
a and erron of old nciely. If 
baliere that the principles of old 
'^aeed in error, and that they are 



1 then 



I this 




r reigning tniunphwt 

it upon e _ 
reeirille™ of Ihe oppo- 
ptejadiced iadiriduals would 
rto da aiTB/ with, at rapidly aa 
: wbloh we coandi^ to be the 
kind. But it may be wiid hj 



it-thioatB, bnl 
bnnard 

d tbeindividual who 
Kpriite^ imd hmumr more Ihao 
I or lift, 11 not lit for a pioneer in 
' hnftum prcfreasion, SuppoKall 
i Msted upon tliis cowardly ei- 
Be should we have Iksh, think 
rMeolliiDB! NQt in the position 
id, and enjoying all the benefits 
^ we now hiTe. And should we 
to do leas IW our obildren, and 
•'dllldren, than boa been doae for 
■Ikonld, I blush for my specie?, 
) ihe degeneracy of my race. 1 
■ Sie Mr, Owen'a ■' Lectures on 
and I Bhall give an extract, to 
fie, Bt that time, tliuaght of ex. 
n page 13, alter speaking of all 
IM old immoral syitem of the 
pment oonstituted, be obaervea, 
te new moral ^atem ia iLe ra- 
il all these paitiinilara, and >o oppo- 
pnMioe, that it will be I 
ah to hmd 07 bimd (In one 
t'Outihtr. The world must have 
jp tht olher. • • In 1B18, 1 pro- 
it ^noruice and error, crime and 
'Si HUrce in the different reVgims 
' * I well Iniew I was opposing 
W prfjudiea of the world, and that 
^idwbat I did on the aubject of 
Wai cBBtiog away from me all 
My wbioh 1 then poweaaed, but 
MllbTOli then, nud 1 considi>r it 
orth one atraw, except when ei- 



petiod of seveotetn ytut, I 
GcieiiUy for the introductioa of tbo subjiMit 
of the present evsning'a lecture. We (ire 
now fully nod fuirly before the public, 'knd 
we must keep our pMin'uii. 1 now deDOunce 
tbo priestly marriagea of the old world, u I 
then denoDBoed religiona. Do ant mistake 
me, my irlenda. H'ffr* jjnii la attrmpl U tmilt 
any J porli iif tlm Urn niitrou, yitu («ntU (tf 
iura Id faiL" How do these seolimeuls afl^t 
tbo lata proceedings of oar Booiehr. Cmjiart, 
and answer for yoursclregt Agun, al page 5, 
I find the following remarfcn, whidi are worthy 
of bis noble mind, nnd which muBI always 
eommand the respect of all coniageoua and 
good men. He aaya, " Sorely nons of ^ou ew 
imagine, that 1 decided upon relinqmshiiig a 
situation, which was perhaps the moat enri- 
able that man could hold under tlie existing 
vicious system of the world, bringing tne iii 
at the same time many tboaaands i year, 
merely that I might instruct my suOtring 
fellow-men in a few theoretical truths, which 
of thnrnsetves could never be applied lo use- 
ful practice, moch lees to emancipate tbs 
human race from ignorance, dn, nnd misery 1 
Or that I eave up a situation in which I oould 
effect much prsctioal good, to t*ach ami trullii, 
oud rrfraia Jram Uacliing utlwrt ; to Batter thi, 
prejudices of any man, woman, or ehjld, 
wIku ('if iollsp Ir^ithi were eassBtild to eSeot 
the great good intended, snd which could 
never be atuiined until all ancitnt prnuJicei 



upon important eubjeets lu whieb your per- 
manent fasppinesB is involved 1 No, mj 
friends. 1 have mode Ibe sacrifice of oxlenHve 
wealth, of on extraordinary personal constdOTB- 
tion among Ihe gteat end good ones of the earlb, 
as ibey are now called, that being freed Irom 
allsucbsliackela, 1 might attain tbe highest 
elevation, and the most enviable eondltjon to 
which a human being can aspire ; that is, lo be 
at full liberty to apeak to the world a new 
language of trtilft, Mmaiied with error, upon 
subjects of Ihe most vital lutereat lo all human 
kind, and to send forth these trutbx, uTithnuC^mr 
of' man, to the great ones of the earth. " • 
Thiuk yoB 1 am to be withbeM &om this 
course beeanae a lew or many of my readers 
or bearers are Blarmid at >uu, and lo theot, 
oiloiiiiding Imlliil * * J (ell you now, 1 nm 
not teaching in the midst of ibe metropolis of 
the British empire lo pilememy )iwren,/(flK?r 
their prtJMdica, and live njtan their TgniinineF. 
I am purpoeelj oome utong yoti to op^se all 
your uWssr, Mrongwi, ifflj nwift inwiei'uto prsfH. 
ilieti; toMirlAmiiii^tHiilhefanMSt^iniiidan'DHi, 
and lo withdraw them, niai EHid iivneh, out of 
yourcoRsliticliaiii, oHOiriciJicii'U thai mint liiilds 
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to be found in ill 

But wli; this dread of Bpriatm! Wh^ 
tbii lack of monl coora^ } Tbere is notbitis 
diabouorsble in being put into piiuu in sui£ 
ft (HUjee, but quite the coatrarj ; the diahODCir 
is with those who pat you there, and with timae 
wbo will allow a talented inditidaal to remain 
there without making an efibrt, aad that a very 
creU one, to release bim. There ia no douSt 
but that it ia not a very enviable eituslioD (□ 
be in, eapeciaJly to those wbo lore liberly 
above all tliingH ; but there are many things in 
tbi< world which are Dot at all agreeable, bm 
which, in order that a great good may he ac- 
oompliahed, we submit to. And ia not philn- 
Bophy worth a greater aCruggle than oui 
fareialbera made for auperatition and errt>r 1 
Shall we be renagidea in the noble cause ol 
humm improvement 1 I have aot one particle 
of ill feeling towards any individuai living ; 
but 1 Hhould rejoice much lo know that MeBsr^^. 
Lloyd Jones, G. A. Fleming, and any doaea 
more of unr Bocietj, were now keening c 
pcpy with Chablzs SoumnvLL ; becaui 
feel urand that we would then break the ne«k 
of this ouned peraecnting tyranny. Nor de 
wiab any one m a eilualion [bat I would ju 
gladly occupy myaelf, provided I could be of aer- 






ie of lib 



wide apart ae the norA ii from tbe M>al 

law IS it aajB, that, " A knowledfe 
ii;iTia g and unohan ging laws of natore 
om gccurate and extended obserratk 
orks of tbe great creating power of 
?rse, and the practice of cbBrity for 
gs, convictiona, sod conduct of all m 
'queiit upon such knowledge, osnstil 
tiDQid religion." Now, I oaulend 
ivE> deserted principle in not attMdin; 
id tbe following law; inasmach aa 
pinber of our society, and (hat a very ■ 
one, endeavours to "investigaie the 
nature by acourale and extended ohsti 
id "eipreaaea his opinion of what 
illv considered the snpreDie powa 
nivtrse" in a somewbat difl^ient 

■■ in going Jw far, and that he d 
udirJCand the principles' of ao 
hE^n we, at the aame time, say thai 
the principles of eocialiim ia 1 



band of determined resolute men, 
COmiDaniling tg]ent«, might icon drive tyranCty 
from the land, and thought and speech wouli 
be aa free aa tbe vr we breathe. Thia wouli 
" abake orthodoxy's rotten bonea, and maJii 
jiriests tremble," and tintil you do away wii) 
that bjdra-beaded moneter, that destroyer of 
tbe very vilala of freedom, you will nev«r 
dwell in peace and happinesa. We may build 
qpmmunities, but our oommunitiea will ftil to 
produce tbat bappinesa we anticipate, nnlaes 
ibe people are properly educated, and tbat 
they can never be while superadtion exists in 
the world ; or while belief of any kind exists 
which ia not founded on facts. I shall but 
touch upon one more topic connected with the 
laws of our society, tbe principle of wbieb 1 
tbink we have deserted, 1 atlnde to tbe 5th 
aeotion of our lawa, which we call " fiatioiia] 
lldigioq," and you might just 89 well call it 
rali«u|[ nonaenae, and better, for nonsense is 
generally of a less dangerous nature than reli- 
gion. But that which we call religion is no 
religion at all, but a code of morals ; and it is 
well known tbat (here ia as much difierence 
between morality and religion, sa there is be- 
tween light and da^esa, or between truth 
and fitlaehood, and tiJR where one flourialkee 
■Boat the other is sure to decay, no matter in 
wbat country or in wbat climate. Mr. Owen 
baa juatly remarked, in regard to old and new 

Kktm* of society, " any attempt to amalgamnte 
two togetber will jH^Jve an entire fulure," 
Joilif imb morality and tvligien, tbeyan aa 



f'iiunil, and to ^itak tbat which ap] 
tile icdividnal to be truth upon oil i 
greAtdeal more might be said, bn 
e at^ve is sufficient to prove tbe tmt 
SotjTUWELL's Bsaection, and to ahow 
ins oDting in perfect harmony with i 
if our sbeiety. Yours, in the oauis o) 



All obildren an Atheists; tbi 

of c;oi. Are they then crimina 
their ignorance t — Good Snui. 



Btrrc its diatiu^n ehanct^r, but tlu ditBA 

uKvf utwt ita ac«Hni>]lshmcDL Our eorrHr 
Diiiytnbim if ho iDis^< the Or(KU was tt 
conrilBr. a lialer at Ijroachea; on tbe CM 
mtlurr ii vituonitttic. and it ran ndly bo t^ 
Df ''Jrw-Book^' nutcriety while it nnnidiA 
tuiTf " party itriiG'-ia &t wide ofitaoi^ai 
citcupiBtances In couueiioniiith Mr. &'( pi 
rpqulT«d notice. ^Vlierc ao property as in 
■n'lii,-h oiigidatcd th& rpiaarka and condu 
wlierffUemalditbidinKf Thate a-en li 



[iu: Ihiro' nrticlo (Is tlicre h gtldl and Ka| 

■nR tiiir Qorrcipojuteut. or at lacing the 'aa 
nuqiorcum body id another i^uajtar. 

EniiAnju.-On page 1!3, for " commnnU 

Inquirers arc Informed that Hr. Soptbwi 
is uo-n couipleted, and may Ik had, atit 
ivrBiirCT.forli. W. 



Kt l>y G. J. EoLioxE*. 179. Broomb 
Ddd; tmd FablUhed for him by a 
>kMUi>n.-«aCudaT, AprU !«, IBtt. 
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STHAY THOUGHTS. 



like dull 

■krada. Inng hovi^r in ibe boriun of 
if. Tbe {refill burst of astonisbmi'at 
gAt cf the Binple caDlrirsnce by nbicb, 
Moiaia. wonderful oiienitiinis are per- 
(liB bliiide of ligbt tbe firat principles 
lice throw a^n tbe mind ; the benil- 
, tbe mutliiude of men and tbinf(fi. the 

Ijf ispress the niiml with, all leach not 
1 Yilue ond beauty of simpliciiy but 
Inte necesiiiy for it. We feel that not 
tUIiid of Homer, but Ibe ponderous 
)t ike ancient wgea tbe voluminoua 
irtax torefolhfn muat lie in nutsbells 
iigt AmplificBlion a an unpsrdDnnble 
NMld condi'nsalion and brevity rank 
m e»rtin»l Tirtuc*. Formerly, if a 
rOUDd bis SOD to B GOrdwainer or & 
fWf itipuUtinns were dmnn np thnt 
riioald be (augbt ibe wbole " cm(t am 
[" of tbe trnde. Now, tbe very name 
■nd m^iiteTy" is regnrdcd nilh euspi 
pkilMUaUy, and tbe great masler-craf 
lOa ia. bappily, rapidly falling into dis 

(li mystery on a larger ecale may be 
noaimd, mystery on a small oi 
"KUtago" in the trade of confu 
eaticm aeenu to be practised ui 
lu NUapicea. Ooe cariouti ini<lani 
Mnd in tbe daabing uee of tbe editorial 
""" sad body of formidablea 



person may aav ttg bare ears to hear nad a** 
have eyes wherewith to «ee, Sm. But when 
ion ia given forth or s statement made, 
ibunld not be used, ualesa tbe public 
re who are the parties, and that thera 
ni lliaa one agreeing upon tbe aubject. 
Every day numerous affirmalioos are indulged 
by each editor, wbo glibly seyii, h-k are of 
«. and Ibat opinion, who doea not knoir 
-tainly, thai any other man partakes of big 
' aps has never eoDSulted aDotter 



obiiv 



who 






bunu 



right n 



.to bring lh«r ire upon bis bead. A-few 
Uf be ventured upon ihia aubjecr 
I t£e letueiily will be pardoned. 
>,«TS wt Chartists, Socialists, and all 

putiea have often asked when fa 
nwotu etatfDientii have been made iu 
lUic papers ; ibe maligoer has been 
f ^atervd I'rom the just execration 
te gourd of this editorial " »>," Be- 
(lOf Mlmelimes acloak for delinquency, 
.Mntinual and needless source of am- 

mi obaenrity. 

Taking of tbe acknowledged 
_ IS parly may with propriety 

ilieliere this and at hold ibnl, Heter- 
the Mfunoo tiiculiiea of bumao bein^. 



of all respectable propriety. A newspaper 

an editor — -iiobodT — be in mipalpable, 
ial— he is not an i but a u^'' Thua 
proving bim like some of tbe theological hoh- 
' I be nilhout bodv Dr parts— tbe aaser- 
Igbt KD fartber, and declare an editor lo 
be wilbout a coDacienee, when be can daily 
jim^df to be nttni/ while really 
only one. There is a mystery in tbe use 
of vc delightful lo little minds ; simplicity 
would dictate lbs use of I when mi penoa 
only ia concerned. Kdilors should not riolale 
that grammatical propriety it ia so oAen ibeir 
duty to pucoumge others to practice. Accord- 
ing to Moses, god nt tbe creation first fell into 
the mistake in saying, " let m make man," &c. 
So probably thin error, like many nthera much 
mare miscbierous, is after all, of divine origin, 
A king will talk of ovr majesty, which ia 
neither strange or very barmfnl unleas subjeoti 
ape such absurdities. To some minds there ia 
carried a weiglil and importance in numbera, 
" uv are of opinion" sounds like a boil on tbe 
winds. A few well-timed ice'i have donemore, 
on some occaaioDs, ttinn nrgnmeul. It may be 
objected, ihal if weight is sometimes given lo 

Slime way given to truib. Forgeiting that 
error ought to have nolblag additional, and 
thflt truth BUtiids belt on its own foundation. 
Men and sooiely are both wrong wbo do evil 
tbat good may come, and think ifaat an indul-' 
gence in tbe most trifling error can eubaerve 
the cause of truth. G^anfiiaiicul propriety, 
accuracy, simplicity, and Iruib, are m Ikvour 

than is now fashionable. 

Thit irill be cb,\UA not, mnlUmv ' 
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the contrary, saying little in many words, oofl- 
torn win bft pUadM aa it fdways It in favottr 
of the practice sought here to be brought into 
disrepute. Custom has too long sanctioned 
errors of every kind. A few modem gntm- 
niarians, Hill of the Northern Star to wit, in 
his truly admirable lessons on the analogy and 
syntax of the English language, have, among 
others, pointed out the absurdity of this prac- 
tice, but few if any have abandoned it. An 
editor who should use I would, perhaps, be 
called egotistical, but some penalty the world, 
always inflicts on those who will do rightly, or 
only attempt it. Some will regard it of little 
consequence what is followed in this particular, 
and that to be fastidiously right is folly where 
so many are profitably wrong. That it is not 
of great apparent consequence is true, but 
sound philosophy will never regard being 
right, of little consequence even in the minu- 
test thing. " The child is the father of the 
man," say the proverb, infantile errors are the 
parents of mature and grave faults. If we 
cannot be right in everything it is worth while 
to be right in all we can, since all human 
happiness depends on rectitude. " Take care 
of the pence and the pounds will take care of 
themselves ;" is it not true of veracity, and 
might it not be so rendered ? Take care of little 
lies, and it will be easier to avoid great ones. 
Passing from the moral td the utilitarian 
side of the -Subject, Blair has said, he who 
endeavours to speak (and of course to write) 
with , accuracy, learns at the same time to 
think with accuracy. The desirability of doing 
this will not be called in question. 

Reader, the Oracle, from time to time will 
enunciate many curious truths, and advocate 
some very unfashionable and queer opinions, 
and perhaps, as infallibility is no man's pro- 
perty, some erroneous views ; but this gua- 
rantee is given, that these will be mistakes of 
the judgment, not done knowingly, not for 
the sake of conveniency, respectability, popu- 
larity, or pence. If original intentions are as 
^ successfully carried out as tliey are earnestly 
endeavoured td be, the Oracle will be less the 
organ of persons or parties than principles. 
It will not flatter the few because they are 
wealthy, no, nor scorn the many because they 
are poor. When the first volume of these 
papers is bound up, it ought to have the 
quaint preface of C.K. Pemberton*s" Sixpenny 
worth of Truth :" " This small book will give 
great offence to knaves and to their friends, the 
fools and hypocrites." Little is said from the 
desire of fame or notoriety. Perhaps no man 
has so fully analysed all his motives as to 
declare positively his perfect freedom from 
these fond and delusive passions, but many 
efforts are made to remember the injunction of 
Pen : "Avoid popularity, it has many snares 
and no real benefits." No pretence is set up 

of /asemjbihtjr to ibe healthful pleasTiTe of 
14^ 



appraciatian, but xiAftBti is the sole 
lowed as a goide, aad the aolenward * 
upon is that aiisiBg from oonsoioiifl : 
other rewards n^y result, but they 
be Tilued in tlii ratio that they ac 
this course. Professing extreme 
upon many subjects, "legion" vrill 
name of the objections to them, 
self-seeking, gold-worehipping, man-i 
world, where only intrigue trimn] 
pliability of conscience succeeds, it h 
arrant presumption and great igno 
human nature to talk of principle 
cerity; the words sound like libels, 
fresh attempt at deception, or are reg 
the outpourings of inexperience and m 
youth. It may be true that all men c 
great, but every man can do that 
which no eminence was ever attained' 
attempt it. No man ever became virta 
never tried to be so ; and it has been 
repetition of this simple process that 
succeeded. It may be true, that 
honesty, perfect adherence to princr 
chimera, but attempting it is no chin 
the firat and chief element in nobli 
Running with the stream is not th( 
stop it ; so pandering to the vices o 
is not the way to cure them. Whe 
objected to Wesley, that Law, in his • 
Call,'^ had eulogised absolute perfecti( 
possibility, he wisely replied, "he has d 
men cannot aim at too high a mark." 
shoul4 always lean to virtue*s side, and : 
are commended for inclining to mercy, i 
men err, if they must err, on the side 
He who looks down from the watch 
cold calculation on the few sprinkling 
in the selfish world below, and sees : 
prospective, will best prove his phil 
and philosophy by regarding it as a : 
mournful reflection, not food for mali< 
III success in these attempts are sad c 
on the virtue of the world and m< 
omens of the progression of humax 
shake off the myriad cares of life — to 
the foundations of politic philosophy- 
expedient rules of action suitable to 
hearted customs and cold formalitie 
world, and to walk all the days of 
ui the narrow paths of approved | 
is neither compatible with my meane 
accordance with my taste. Without 
or confusion, a simpler and nobler, 
safer path may be chosen. That of 
and benevolence — taking care that 
measure of justice be filled before t 
virtue is claimed. Credited with t 
kindness, it would scarcely be worth 
ask for more, nor hardly possible to ail 
thing higher. 

The sense most valued in the Orac 
ably with the just notion of Swift, wil 
^^v^ of ^ne 9xvd. ualted sense, than of 



this must be uodBrttood us <li 
ica of ibe Creek «ga, to mea 

the trise rollowin^ of wliidi 
-eU BtjIeB the moat heautiful 



diiOBnl the fear of 

1 nwtteti of aation. It will be oi 
S Onw(» to ennhle Tirtne to reje 

I all illbirs of just tbiaking. 
ihipa aeceaanr; lo remark, that whi 
appear in Ifaoee piipen, rvlntiof; 
T SodilistB will be iliolated, as all 
olea have been, by the desire to per- 
I aaperie; the object ersr being to 
jnst derelopntent of the noble piin- 
nder (hat nnme. If any Mag 
1 be aflcribed to previtiua mo- 
lion (a direoted to the Bbrevd spho- 
^tt. " They who wigh well to tlieii 
1UT» are angr^ at their vices and 
ir mi^npa; he irho flettera their 

[Amilwat tl 

a like the Bycophant better 
Iain-dealer, becauae they prefi^r theii 
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G. J. H. 



lUCY t«r«n PRINCIPLK. 
SOCJALISTS OF 7.NGLAND. 
BoneiQ IS ibD but Folirr'" 



In the "Book of the Nerw Moral 
. "^ Uw raylhoiogy of the an- 
IxU ABteligloiiiuf the niodenisace 
EU DotfoDB of men." At the Brtatol 
betweett Hubert Oweo and Joiui 
b«ld (in the 5lh, 6th, and 7th of 
}e41, Mr. Owen declared that " the 
' Ihc nuw moral world is entirely 
lee yritk the ductrine of tlio old 

h who admit in lope a pnnciple of 
n thiDi; can be. and 
•or true and fnlse at thi: «tnie time, 
WiU (q^eac " hard aayinpi " of Mr. 
" k maybe easily nodorsliKid. but 
IT bow Te«onciled. As the tads 
hire, "one of ttiem I may tnkc in, 
^^ odwr cups me." Chriatiatiity is 
iMy " B religion of the modern*," 
tntut ba included in the eatery 
tfiil notitm* otmen." BiU now 
iMter, what is to he enid or 
t Che raliuiial ri'lii^on uf the 
Wottd <nhich Mr, Owen diatinctly 
ks Blv^l platform " is ealirely in 
iw^the doctrine of Uite old and 
"' •' lottos curionB jp9e diiit, 



it would tacm that th« " mere fallciAil notims 
if men " will hftrmonisa very wall with (he 
tiow moral world religion. It ii a farorila 
dogma of Mr. Owen, that "one tnilh will 
always be foiLud in porfctt accordance wiiJi 
every other truth;" ndognm, to make free Willi 
Paul, '-worOiy of all accoptatiou j" hut it 
may be worth while to ionuim how " the 
more fanciful notions of Chnstiaii m Mo«uu 
doctrines ean "aecopd" with Ihe rational 
doctriuo of (he new moral world religion. 

I know that some of Mr. Owen's diiciplcK 
havo paralleled tits duwractcrs of Moaee, 
Jr'sua, and Owen ; but never tiU the Brialol 
dist'uasiou liBd I the vuxl dinlaat notion, thai 
lhfdo*:(rine«of Iheee worthiea wore ao "en- 
tirely in iu.-i.'ordaaoe." I protest the singular 
discovery has almost mnde me think I^rrho 
a saicp, vid not merely that I know only tliat 
I know Qolhing, but that 1 dont cteu know 
tliat I know that 1 know nothing. That Uui 
law came by Munes, grar« and Ikilh by Jems, 
love, charity, and solid pudding by Owen, is 
a commoQ opinion, or to borrow again from 
Paul, that Moses planted, Jesus watered, and 
Owen gavB the increase, is an opinion that 
no Socialist will consider novel, but thetu 
opinions are evidently erroneDus, quite a mis- 
take, the plain fact beii^; that (he doctrine 
(aught by Mr. Owen, the naa religion, of (lio 
moral world is at best but the newest dis- 
penialion of the aid Jewish religion, an an- 
tiqus play — not fares — newly revised. 

If (his be so, we cannot better employ a 
little space than in the consideration of wsal 
the doctrine of the old and new testament 
really is. Yon are, no doubt, aansible that 
doctrinaires are not moralistc, I mean not 
necessarily so — it bdng one thing to dogma- 
tise about doctrine, and another lo teacli 
precept. When jGcnaorMat(hewiaid,"Thaii 
slialt do no murder," he gave a pracepllve 
command ; when he declared that those who 
beheved not his word should inherit the dam- 
nation of hell, he spouted dogmiti,; doctrine. 
It is quite proper to apeak of the doctrine of 
god, the doctrine of (he devil, the doctrina 
of heaven's delight, and the doctrine of hell'x 
blnicslo keep it company; hulno one would 
think of talking about the doctrine of morals, 
the doctrine of mathematics, the doctrine of 
chemistry, or, indeed, the doctrine of anything 
— things, so ieuce, or opinion — (hat is inoieable. 
All men can understand moral precepts, but 
the gods only make sense of religious doctrine. 
All doctrine is mere dogma-, as lor example, 
the doclrine that "all men are to be ealted 
with tire, and no samfice to be salted without 
salt" is purely dogmatic, just ni much so as 
" god made heaven and eatlhi" " those who 
believe sliall be saveJ, (tnd those who disbe- 
. . 'B shall be damned." These (ire and ftiry 
doatrinal denunciaticns of the meek and 
loiriy Jeans sUaasal^ c<HS>ixtfl& -wisii. "lia 
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equally aensiUe metal precept, "that ye xeslrt 
not enl, but whosoever shall smite thee oa thy 
ri^t cheek torn unto him the other also. 
And if any man will sue thee at the law, and 
take away thy coat, let him haye thy cloak 
also." 

I shall confine myself at present to the 
doctrine of the new testament, and see if we 
can find in it a doctrine >S< to be in accordance 
with the "religion of &e new moral world." 
The new testament doctrine was taught by 
Jesus, sumamed Christ, Paul the " chief of 
sinners," and twelre inspired catchers offish. 
The authority of the " twelve " is just as 
divine as that of Jesus or Paul. This all 
must admit who have read "the Acts of the 
Apostles,'* where ** it is written," that on the 
day of Penticost the twelve were very inspired, 
and no wonder, after " a mighty rtuhmg wind 
frvm AeaiMm fitted all the home where they 
were eUting ; and there appeared unto them 
ekmen tongttee like as of fire, and it sat 
upon each of them." With the holy ghost 
in them, and the cloven tongue of fire upon 
them, it cannot be surprising that they should 
have spoken in every tongue known under 
heaven, so as to be understood by "Par- 
thians, Medes, Elamites, and the dwellers 
in Mesopotamia, and in Judea and Cappa- 
docia, m Pontus, Asia," &c. &c. &c. If the 
apostles of socialism could talk thus, we 
should so<»i stud the country, nay the world, 
with rational commimities ; but, alas, your 
best leaders are nothing to the twelve, having 
neither the gift of tongues, the holy g^ost, 
nor the power to work one solitary miracle. 
No, no, had you that power Mr. CXwen's last 
prophecy would be fulfilled, and thia winter 
the great change would be accomplished. 
Though it is not unlikely that if your most 
able missionaries had superadded to their na- 
tural abilities the unnatural powers of the 
fiat eaiehere, they would, with the unbelieving, 
share the fate of the apostles, who, after 
speaking in so marvellous a manner, had the 
mortification of being thought tipsy, for some 
of the standers by "said mocking. These men 
areJtiUofnew wme" which broad insinuation 
much irritated Peter, who manfully declared 
that his friends were not drunken as ^uy sup- 
posed, seeing it was but the third hour of the 
day ; meaning, that it was quite out of all 
character to suppose they would get muggy so 
early. I have been thus precise in giving an 
accotmt of the only authorities upon which 
we can rely for Cmnstian doctrine, in order 
that your party in particular, and readers 
in general, may imderstand, or at all events 
catch a glimpse of the age which gave birth 
to doctrine " entirely in accordance with the 
new religion in thie new world." I have 
a notion, which, set forth in anything but 
noML language, is simply this, that Mr. 
Oivw and Jw disciples im find this new 



move no-go, that sense and nonsense < 
make a good compound, that neither 
tial pursuit of truth, nor a partial ]^ea< 
political honesty wilt enable him, witl 
lion at his back, radically to reform i 
that any attempt by you as a party 
ciliate ttie not to be conciliated; to w 
by truckling and cowardly evasions, ti 
ger you ought to be prepared to meet, 
vrith, and overthrow, is the most conte 
and miserable of all expediences ; and 
that this is not the proper season to \ 
a palming off of " mere fanciful no! 
men," as the doctrine to teach chile 
men of the new moral world. Peri 
a new moral world, and let the bldi 
world remain or chaos come again, 
than suffer that most odious of all caj 
a rational system of society with fd 
comer stone. Mr. Owen may treat t^ 
honest convictions in his usual off-ha 
bombastic strain, but I tell you, the 1 
and the earth must pass away, ere thes 
shall pass away. Remember the n 
Lord Bacon, a wiser man I fancy ti 
this age can boast, "a unity pieced 
direct admission of contrarieties in tl 
damental points of it, is like the 
Nebuchadnezzar's image, which wer* 
of iron and clay, they may cleave t( 
but would never inc(Mrporate." 

I do not see, for my own part, what 
ists have to do with doctrine. There 
doctrines in philosophy. It would be 
to talk about the doctrine of politics, 
absurd as to prate about the doct 
morals. There is no doctrine in sci* 
any kind, and all that has ever y 
taught is " mind's figment," intellectui 
a mere filthy excrescence hanging ab 
body of truth. The lord help us from 
menta doctrinse, cry the priests ; the Ic 
us from aU- kinds of dx>ctrine, say I 
doctrines when taught as truths are de 
and those who teach them have he 
light to be wise or too heavy and thi( 
honest. Jesus objected to the Pharisf 
they taught for doctrines of god the coi 
menta of men, and Jesus doubtless w 
right He seemed to k^ow^tolerab 
what sort of men Jew priests were, 
know very well the genius of Christian 
who are not a whit behind the Phari 
teaching for doctrines of god the coi 
ments of men. But what, I ask agai 
Socialists to do with doctrines or doct 
pounders, with religion or with ] 
Nothing. As men of expediency, th 
have, but not as men of principle, 
bishop Laud hoped to live to see i 
when no Jack gentleman in Englani 
dare to stand uncovered in the* present 
parish priest. The worthy archbisho] 
a sligiht miscalculation, l^t whio "kfi!^ 
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'Joelrhayiri niny yeltee, who 
u TationKi reli^os ma; bring 
,lly ir you sioiild be lutky 
I get K Praisc.jrod-barebonea for 
Wbcr" by virtuB of your iiewlj 
^ernment. The general of 
nippoBed lobo n mun withoul 
bvt a itxM fatber witlioul posEJont 
Uy do. ludmd, with or wilhnui 
I HcUI Mbct will be roiiud n 
mce, VtaxgU, the noneciiBR Btiiiks 
Init doctrine Wgets nnnnense 
benta doctrine, they beget 
re^ 8B the aun breeds mngals in 
(, being, BE Hamlet saye, « 

LCh liKTe a saying — 
flsi pu- £ti<i foil. 



id bf belaf fotA^, 

\ot aay that Mr. Owen, or those 
)d him OH to stultify men's iii- 
' modem antique" religion, " in 
[III the dotliine of Ihc old and 
leneed with down- 



YourweQ wialier, 




' paper we quoted from " The 
Infidelity," a boob written by tbe 
ber, with the laudable id ten tion of 
ihoae usually denominated Ikfi- 
B most credulous of men. Hrm 
iocredibititiei that ahocic tbe 
ifCbriatiana; their railhrulnesa to 
a matter of mirpiise and wonder, 
tti " inEdelitr ia encumbered by 
pater difficulties than christiaTii ty ; 
Infidel system evinces more ore- 
to adopt the Chrietiau ayatem." 
ervid gentleman bas pleased me 
tbe perlbimance of at least three 
r good Bota. Destroying deiam, 
■ism, and the Inst good act, in ool 
rniahing aome very good, if not the 
in its Bupport, Tbe 
inmercirullj-. As a lion 
iBulelb De;sl8, He does 
(beiata brutea, but he denouooen 
H, which is within id ace of 
Infidelity (aava he) wben 



not degraded iDlo absolute bniiiih oibn'm, 
apeciatly claims lo ilielf the appellation of 
deism," so that all Infideli, iccordin^ to tba 



labia man. 
hiaalsrail 
naa not an eye, baTiog an arm shot away, 
Ibaaled god it wna not his head. Comfort. 
able AtWiflls will be well pleased with onlj 
being called brutes, seeing tfast tbe rcTeread 
gent., might hare used a fouler term, Beaidea 
this reverend abuser, in running a tilt at 
deiam , baa giren audi a ihock lo the belief in 
a god Chat no aeoKible man can be out of 
temper wi(b liim. I cannot accuse bim of any 
intentinn of doing the " brutes" service, bit 
this very intense haired of aiheiiim, which he 
has tiiken so much pins todiai)tBy,giTeagreaA 
force to the reasonings by which he bas dD' 
wittingly snpporled il. I shall now proceed 
to quote this batch of InGdel difficulties, and 
turn iboae weapons against this ingenious 
reverend, that he so deiteruusly wiekled in 
opposition to the Deists. In pa^ Si, be 
says, " The argument, from Iht nidtnt datgm 
impnuai npon lAi unitwrH, prores indeed, Ibat 
tbe unirerse must bare been Grat designed and 
then created ; but it is incapable of proving, 
that (he universe bod no morelhaaa lingie de- 
signer. Whether we suppose one designer or 
many designers, and tlitnce one creator ot 
many creators, the phenomenon of iDtdenl de- 
in the creation will be equally accounted 
and beyond this, tbe argument in question, 
lanaged upon deistical principles, neither 
does nor can reach, llie Deist, I allow, can 
(iro ve rery satisfactorily, and without the aid of 
revelation, that the nniverae, marked as it i> 
in all ila parts bv evident design, must 
have been Itself designed, snd, therefore, 
created ; but he never did, and be never can 

verw was designed by a bikole designer. Ho 
rejeots, however, the aid of revelation ; there- 
on his own principles, he cannot prove so 
I OS the very dogma from which be bor- 
bis name. Hero then we have a plain 
simple refutation of deism, but tbe reverend 
gent., bas proved too much, at least more I 
imagine than be intended to do. 1 agree that 
lid he shown, which it cannot, that the 
! was created, aod that (here is evi- 
dent design impressed upon it, it ia impossiblH 
to prove that the universe had no more than a 
liiigle designer, that is without tbe aid of reve- 
II will appeartben fromlbia reverend 
idmissicn, that to prore design is not 
sufficient, for as he very well argues, a raon 
may see, or thinks he seea, evident design im. 
pressed upon the universe, without ICDOWifl^ 
whether il wna deueae<i h-j oofc ot vMxc^t«> 
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»ingle god or a plurality of gods. To get satif- 
fkotion upon that point, he must go to rerela- 
tion, for without a reyelation to teach him 
better, without that as a guide, he has no more 
reason to b^liere in one god than a thou- 
sand. 

This riew of the subject is highlj impor- 
tant, and I do feel deeply grateful to the re- 
verend Mr. Faber, for calling attention to it, 
in so full and forcible a manner. I am not yet 
rendered so brutish by atheism as to be insen- 
sible of the great good he has done the cause, 
by the bold avowal of important truths, but 
especially the atheistical truth, that no man, 
be he Deist or Christian, can without the aid 
of revelation, prove the existence of a single 
god. What then the Atheist has to do is, first, 
to disturb the foundations upon which the idea 
of a revelation ;s built, and having overturned 
thatf to show in the second place, that there is 
NOT evident design impressed upon the universe, 
that it carries upon it, no evidence, no marks, 
no signs save those of immutabilty and eter- 
nity. 

Here it will be' necessary to say something 
more about the a priori argument, as it is tech- 
nically called, which was but lightly touched 
upon in a former paper. The a priori argu- 
ment is the argument drawn from revela- 
tion, from the wUl of god said to have been 
revealed to man. The a priori reasoners 
point to what they call the revealed will of 
a god to prove a god's existence, which man- 
ner of treating the question la quite convincing 
to those who never had 'doubts, but useless to 
any body else. It is plain that such a mode of 
conducting the argument though it may be 
fashionable, is very foolish, for it assumes every 
thing, and proves nothing. 

The revelation must be proved a revelation 
by reason, or all that has been, or may be 
written, in favour of a god, by those who 
heg the question of revelation, is only so much 
wasted ink and paper. But here the believer 
will be startled by a new difficulty — a difficulty 
that the stoutest theologians will find it hard 
to break through, and that difficulty is their 
own admission : that reason is not competent to 
judge of revelation ; nay, tliat to prove 
revelation by reason, supposing it possible, 
would be to destroy it. The Christian writer, 
Soame Jenyns, dwells with much emphasis 
upon this point, insisting that reason cannot be 
a judge of what is or is not revelation, but 
that, if it could, the revelation would cease to 
be a revelation. 

This posture of the question is truly alarm- 
ing ; enough to shake believers out of their 
shoes, or turn them inside out. What they 
can say either for themselves or revelation I 
•m at a loss to know. They are fruitful in 
expedients, but this formidable position of their 
4fim fortifying seems beyond the reach of shot, 
eren from the greatest guns in theology. l'\ 



wai onoe accused of saying, that for '' 
thousand pounds, I would tdl twenty i 
lies," a pound a Ue; but were I 
twenty m^lions for the job, I do not 
could tell lies enough to refute this truth, 
to prove revelation by reason is to daiknfk 
So that the argument thrown into sylk 
form stands thus : revelation proves uie < 
ence of a god, but reason has nothing whi 
to do with revelation; trgfi^ the 
of a god is proved by revelation, and Ml 
reasmx. Or, reason cannot judge of or " 
mine the existence of a god, but the 
of a god is shown by revelation ; ergn^ 
existence of a god is demonstrated by 
tion, not by reason. 

Some writers talk about all science 
truth being in harmony with a right 
pretation of revelation* Archbishop Wl 
Coombe, and others, have hazarded the 
tion, but the world never yet saw a pi 
phic archbishop, and as to Coombe 
writers of his school, they are useful in 
settling old notions, but they give no 
ones of any value. Coombes " Constit 
of Man" abounds in glaring errors. It 
that work he quotes and supports Wha 
opinion, that all science must be in hai 
with a right interpretation of revelation* 
this is an error, for a rei^laUan admits 
right or wrong interpretation; it is its 
interpreter. To talk about revealing the 
vealed is nonsense, just as nonsensical « 
tell a man almost blinded by the strong rijitj 
a noonday sun, that you would reveaJ to F 
that luminary. To interpret a revelaticftl 
neither more nor less than to explain wbifel 
already known, for it is certain that 
be a revelation, which is not seen, 
theologian indignantly demands of the 
how he dare dispute the revealed 
of god; in his passion, quite overlc 
the fact, that what he calls the revealed y 
a god, is not seen by the Atheist. Show 
will to the most stubborn Atheist and he 
believe, for the will of a god includes the 
of a god. But theologians are stran^fe 
with a way of reasoning peculiarly their 
They know that a god exists, because rei 
says so ; and know there is a revelation,] 
god says so. Arguing in a circle they 
by this round-about style of reasoning, at 
very point from whence they started. In 
same convincing manner they prove that 
world was created. They ask who created' 
world, without first showing that the 
had been created. That troublesome^od 
of course be received upon their ipse< 
Once admit a revelation, and all other p) 
of a god's existence are superfluous. In i 
a case all discussions about design or no d« 
would be idle and useless, not worth a g 
pinch of snuff. On the other band, if we «■ 
Teve\c^t\Qn ovxt o^ X^i^^ f^^%tion« and oaa ^ 
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„ shew ihat Uieie ire tiear 
if doBJEra in (b<^ universe, slill we 
fith the Rer. Mr. Faber. " Ibst a 
I* eblritcteiiietl. wiu creited by 
god, is not nt nil clett upon '' 
' deiaticil iofiJ ■'' " '' 
foUy of atheism 



ieisanj brmgl 
jh any airiaii 



It noir lubiitis thrDugh any 
lily. 

'. Mr. Faber, like Ilie rest of liis 
nta bimlelf Irith alierting that there 
: marVs of design impresaed upon 
Eiliut lie offers no ebadow of proof. 
ta hinuetf Kilh amrting thut (be 
rerektioo iroiii god, but takes no 
' iKrate iL No, lia asaerta against 
,t BTanting as tbey do erident 
■in Uk the univeiBB, yet llial aflecCa 
looa, wliether the uniTerae wae de- 
i« or mBTt gods, a nn^li deity, or 
kitlea. It appean then, according 
HiOD of the nrlliDdoi (betnceirea, 
tmoa of one god alone, can only be 
id dcBbt by revelation. Design in 
B rendeiing it probable, merely, 
laiJplBr exiata, but the" gross fotly 
vpaeta both "ruiiUjit design," and 
vUtirt mwlgrimi. The Alhetat de- 
PSnirerK was designed, he denies 
I* tuTB rarenlvd their will (o luun, 
ot only the unity of the godliead 
i^oA, ot a plnmlity of godheads on 
at the Tery existence of any such 

i ha denies in short all iLal 

d by tbeolagians, as n gnus 



d inlellecta. 
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rmynla 



tenaUdii bKn progn^sajv 

M ^ the deity tridacnaui 

tt nrefcLed stuS' tro are expected 

DBglt, because it is a legacy of the 

'-"t aneeators. A man who denies 

,_ of detign in the umrecBe, and 

that he haa not rea<l Palcy, will, 

' aome time yet, be conisidercil an 

BW. it) be 'pitied or despised. 

able CO defend his position ; and 

lie Mntrarj. Still, however, this 

ion. Some lime since 1 began to 

t Q^e firat few lines were sufficient 

ritnndftr oreipeetiog convie- 



While bringing home " Natural TbeoIogT>" 
a few days ago, I amused myself witli reading 
the arguments under the head " Aitronmay." 
and am indutcd, in conae^iuence of my tecenC 
nrlicles in support of the " Tfaeorj of R.C-" 
being illustrated by facts &omtha same science, 
to give a fen moments' alteDlion to the cele- 
brated archdeacon. It will be ramemtMired, 
tbal in addition to atrengtbeuing my hypollieaia 
by tlie quotatians given, 1 contended against 
allowing the designers to talk of evidenoef of 
design in Ibe univei-ite with such facts in riist- 
ence, and here wo find ibe bebranoth of the 
party bamstrang by the same weapon. We 
refer the admirers of the clct-ei arcbdaaeon to 
Herscbel and Dc la Heche Ibr a solution of Ibe 
quen'i "Why it did not slop sooner! why 
at alii" I fancy that aomeihing else beaidea 
"the mandate of the deily will ncconul fm 
this." The foUoiviBg is a specimen of the 
manner in which these gentlemen disp(»e of 
questions of this sort, ddten from the same 
work, " First then, attraction, far anylhmg ice 
knaa abvut it, was originally indifferent to all 
laws of variation depending upon change of 
distance, i. «., just as susceptible of one law aa 
of aaotber. It miehl have been tbe same nt all 
distances. It BiigAl have ioci'eaaed as the di- 
stance increased. Or, it m^ht bsre diminished 
with tbe increase of the distance, yet in ten 
thousand different proportions from the present. 
It laight bsve fbllowml no slated law at all." 
I wonder this reverend supporter of fijlly did 
not go a little further, and finish what be bad 
begun, and have added, " Or, it might Dot bare 
existed bI bU." This would linve made it 
complete, and should be added in futim 
editions ; 1 hope, howerer, to tbe Onub 
will be given the credit of tbe suggestion. 
Again ; we are told that "The planetary system 
required tlial the law of aCtrscliDn should be a 
Ian' nbioh gave nn orbit returning into itself. 
Kow, out of an In&nite number of laws, ad- 
missible and inadmissible, out of a vast varie^ 
even of admissible lan-s, ihfe are Jew, except 
the adunt law, which could do this. Here, 
then, h choin." How conolosive ! What, if 
one of the "few" Tejeot^ ones had been 
chosen, would the archdeacon have beeb 
equally able to determine that to have been the 
result of " choice" too T Could not the gfeat 
designer have made a special " law" for the 
purpose, which would have been stronger 
evidence than any wu now have of his power f 
Ur was he CBiapilled to operate in a certain 
manner, from a lack of abihty to do Other- 
wise I If so, would not the result to us have 
been the same whether he interfered or not? 
It would BO aeem, " it must be owned," as the 
Messrs. Chambers would say. " Liars ebonkl 
hare gond memoriea," says the proverb, »»^ 
so should the supportera of lies. A Scvf p««« 
in advance ot iae tHamt opR(Wiaim,oi.i«Wa*- 



THE OBACLE OF REASON. 



U «dMllt«(l Ibat there are " lawa" ia exiit- 
«Doe to which the pUnfetaiy motiiHit tm nta- 
able, <re are told, " Bodies startiDg boia Aa 
uma plue, with wbateTer differenov of direc- 
tiou or T^ocitjr thej Mt off, could not have 
been found at tbete difftnent diauncea from 
Ihe centre, atill retaining Iheii nearly aircular 
orbitt. Thi;/ muM havt btta umriid to their 
proper diatances, before tbej.were projected." 



point out Bal'a " pink lOboo," to jxerw 
being overlooked. 

lua Two Ciacuj. — The ronnd of b* 
sa^'B Gibbon, is barbariam, valtiur, Kreti 
discord, deiJine. The round of religion 
be taken thus : ignonnce, oiedulily, iuiali 
cruelt/, demoniim. 



The following autborily ii alao quoted bj 
Palej in support of toe p 
■oppose the mstter of the s 



e poaition : "If w 



inmlated in the 
meebanical principles, with the assistance of 
this power of gravity, could separate the vast 
man into iDch parts as the sun and planets; 
and, ajitr airrying Ihtn to their different dis- 
tances, project them in their several directions, 
preserrinjf atill the equality of action and re- 
action, or the state of the c*ntie of grarity of 
the syitem. Such an exquisite structure of 
things could only arise from the cootrirance 
and powerful ionuencea of an intelligent, free, 
and moat potent agent. The same powers, 
therefore, which at present govern the ma- 
terial nnirerse. and conduct its various mo- 
n those which were 
I it from nothing, 
to have disposed it in the admirable form 
which it now proceeds." — -MactauriH'i Accoun 
tf' Nactm'i Phil. Faley asserts, " that tliej 
must have been earned to Ihvir proper dis 
tancea before they were projected," thereby 
admitting that, when at "tUeir proper dis- 
tancea," they might have beeo aent spii 
round the sun, aa we End them; whilst 
laurin denies that jt could have been 
even then. He also says, that the powt 
laws, " which at present govern the univt 



^LITHwELL IndulgVB in pent 

Ut In Attacking Mr. Dwea and Ur, Tltniing. 

M f. Owen. 3rd, For objectiD^ to the priaeLp 
Ihc IMielJ (u well u I cm gather it) withoiitT 
iiij forward iomelliiBg better. Now tJieie ii e 

A cbor^ cf tbifl kind mu^t depend npon «inH 
iiiijepenaenl o( the mere attack. The Uliua 
ni ,' equtlly ftjte with the aeseitiDDB, to wit. lb 
F^oLiTHWSLL^s E>Dly choice B^nat Ut. Flocoia] 
\u' (Mr. F.'il not interting the report of Ur. B.*! 
nuU lectuiF Bt Lambeth, ir Mr. B. hu not 
uity other reasona in the Oracle. It la qot twai 
\v.,< none. 'J here ore vctj few of the BoeM 
tlunaries. I believe, rnm my own eiperigne^ 
Lu'enotfroondi.andJuMlonca t«, ofeomplilv 
DFwlwHleelln«BBdprinei|ileitlwAbwJllnlJ 
wafi anjrtblDf init tae represoitativc. ItHt 






eubyMr.l 



rindiileitlwAbwJH 
— ■-!. 1 

to p(tQ and poftsF 
Inf^B 

>V^|^ 



1 froi 



Ibos. 



ar-fino index of hie fonuer prinetples; aBd.fa 
ninny who have the {{Ttateat canfldenes in hii • 
to cuTT ont hit icheme, loudly complain of th( 
Ml-raC IForiii einee his editorship. IfMr. O. it 
all the reli^ont of the world to be based in em 

111. afteistical views— and be con.istenti W 
Oi'en, hy a Itree majoritj of the body. Why, 



Deeeasai7 to have produced it fron 
although Faley ^lla ua god made a " choice," 
accepting one and lyjntiDg the rest. There , 
are looie other paasages in the same portion of d 
the work to which we may refer at ■ future f 

W. C. 

Pbiviko. — An old lady once prayed to the 
hitd thtiB, " Oh lord, thou kuoweat what it is 
1 want, 1 wnnt^ovr hundrtd a ytavt paid quar- 
itrlg in adatact." If auch prayera were an- 
iwered favourably we fhould probably com- 
mence prajiug ourteiiKS, atid advise oliiera to 
do the mwe,* — At a methodiat meeting in 
Northamptonshire a new conrert was called 
upon to pray, which he did to tlie fallowing 
effect, " Ob lord, do thou have mercv on jay 
tiller Sal, irko liu Oittt unit from the Mlom of 
thi eliapeL, v)ilh a fink ribton in her ivnnel." He, 
na doubt, thought that the lord would lisve so 
"^" kI to, that ilwa* necessary to 

W» *bDDld..lika to get I<dd in oiiraace lest the 



.tely rctLnqitiah it. 
to nidi, and prnf to h 

L fcienee of morals ( 
I, and yet be comDelcBi 
J. \ man mfbt o 



. Lt,u>dyetbenniUek 
Socialitt " ii rreatly ndsttf 
' ised AUi&t, actli«n 



renolt. M 

. only the 



ri' opposed to 

iieed by M r. Owen, n itli' that ti 



irinci pies, though I have preat contempt for A 

I'lito imi^ if he wi^h toqnolify himuif fora 
^nt upon, or defender of. ■oeiallHn. Hll » 
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MntedMl iliii 



nt hMr," Slid TbeniiAloolin lo 
lAlT7biid«>> Ahusp, but rfid. I 
,11 •dmurr. Not iliscipte of Sir. 
~" TCtker irnuied coFreKpoodent. 
bil iTonlj ill-lpmpered " re- 
tnrolumsrtly eiclnimeil, " OL 
tbc hwt and Same uf llij 

Bin of niiaiial adminiuin 
■l'' tint I ihould "fighl ahy □]' 
atisn," and "i-MierlD^ myeelf 
UDpKt of vngui! gKUcniliiiiu va- 
A gleM deal and prove very 



ibelioDciuria mv Jir('[>ing.Ii!on'l 
ikidaiirintc i>en-(li»ci[ilH would 
Murei me for UpsliriK in gepfrnl. 

IiM not eimdvwendint lo tec n 
\tk br applvin^ liiiUHrlr (a imr- 
uiki about mf "sliirkiog ibp 
" Vbich puialos me excwding- 

M> « leftion or irue question* 
~ llie potiliot of your party. If 

lA mh lump aach matitrii, and 

nolliUida of error* at one grasp, 

itiokiar tbaa wbnl I am. Onii 

e on, aa ibe school-buya ny. 

-g wbttt iiumb«rIeM induce- 
for any eimiiiliralt man la bold 
ind clieek bia pen. If he ure 
'. tmie truly, bis ignaminy will 
I Mid Trbile. An lionntl loiigue 
a atimT up of etril'e. A doaen 
r IrallH will cnnjaitf up as maay 

blia or private inlerestn ; nffiiirs 
lu, [lolilical, or mililary, ibe Irutb- 
t aapegoiit. " Were uiy one to 
tya toe luihor of Wilt und Ztii, 
' — " ' — ■- of ibe militU thoald be 



cbangHl from ftold l< 
KOutd raise ilji! crT o 
Blaie 10 bain danger." 

Tfaprefore it U ilial ih* lenprvt of indigna- 
lion, wliich aeena reaiiy to burst over mjr 
beod. doea DMih^r turjiriw nor alurni mt. 
Lr( il cotne wbt-n it laill cent, fur tliMigli It 
may drencb it trill banlly droirp. It troiild 
be cowardly in iliuae wlio n^w ilia etafm to 
dread reaping ilie wbirlwiaJ, and IViands or 
foea may rest sMurcd ibat tba Hruleni abuat 
of suell Kriiftw an " An admirer, not dii> 
ciple," will But divert or luni nw from ill« 
course oflioiutr ami duly. 

My answer to llie peiulant complainta of 
ihif admiring nan -di-ciple, in. ilial InritF what 
occuri lo itio lis nem^swry la be wriiti-n, 
wiilioiii ff^rd 10 indiviiliinl or piwy prid* 
and iniolt-ranee. Ma courage i* not budImI by 
iIm wet blanlfel of [irofitable prudence. 'I'bb 
mav be a prirn'e inistoriuDp, onl ir ja lioped ft 
public good. ReTormrri of llm enref'it ncbool 
are renowned tbr nolbiiig Pisept tact tn " bit* 
ling popular prejiidiiie betwitrn tcliid tdd 
tester. TItev will (peak irulb Hnd di> much 
gDod.ifit be but a ivfe ipec. TUm il li wnrw 
[irudeni to Irunl one'* aelf to a wild borse. tan 
bit or bridle, ihin tu no unolipofced tongue, if 
an adage. oldEiilie Hsrlxinnuiitain!!. Br-lon^ 
ing myself lu tbe new acliool of imiirudenl 
|iolilicianii, llii- wiae adage i<i caat away upon 
me. " It it dangeroua," eaya Halipur, " to 
lake a cold, lo alcep, lo drinfc, but I tell you, 
my lord fool, tliit tiiil rf llit ntltit riangrr, <x 
pliiek Ihf fioatr ufM.if." 

lloctriuB or nodootrine is now the auesljan, 
10 wliioh I will Slick much closer llinn Air. 
Owen's admirer may perbapa liiink UMftiL 
Hbtb you, aa ft pariv, doctrine of an ykindl 
]a the iiQcial nystetn a doctrinal or pbilosopbie 
syttem 1 Haa it any one principle in cainmon 
with ibe ivligiona of old saeieiy ! TlirM: are 
auhordinatc ijuerieH intotring the gnind quea* 
lion ; ihe point. Are you a party of religiOO- 
i»ls or ■ parly oi' moralii'ti' i profKEwm-i of 
faiib and uumberlea* erepdii, or lover* of phi- 
lojopLy ' 1 hare aupponed to men and WOmro 
of H^n»e, Bod abould beiriilv grieve lo Hnd 
you CLrialions, 1 should moit heartily grieVS 
lo see your aiieiely degenerate into a inpra 
filiby neat (ai ibeunsUtitilaxiU^t vi.^wiBUi.'tF 
rolisin; who, 
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With luftty knocks. 

Would fight their way to the money box. 

I should feel indignation as well as sorrow- 
to see so noble a party dwindle into a mere 
sect, and take rank among- the -shaking, rant- 
ing, cursing, praying lunatics, who infest the 
nation and disgrace human nature. 

Mr. Owen affirms that your religion is a 
religion of charity. I respectfully deny that 
— I deny that charity has anything to do 
with religion, Mr. Owen affirms that the re- 
ligion of the new moral world is precisely the 
same as the religion taught by Christ. I deny 
that also. I deny that in a new moral world 
any religion that has been, or is now, taaght 
would be received. I go farther, and declare 
my solemn conviction, that in a really moral 
world no kind or form of religion would find 
entrance. In short, I deny all Mr. Owen's 
novel affirmations upon this subject — as shallow 
as they are mischievous. Lest an " Admirer 
not disciple" should again complain that I 
" shelter myself in generalities,*' pains must 
be taken to get at particulars. 

You will please to bear in mind Mr. Owen's 
Bristol declaration, to which allusion was 
made in my last letter, that the Christian doc- 
trine was entirely in accordance with the doc- 
trines of the new rational religion. If your 
party forget it the world will not, and for my 
part I cajinot. As he protested, not five 
minutes after making a declaration so notable, 
that he " would never utter a falsehood in 
that or any other assembly," I am bound to 
believe that he really meant what he said. 
At least I am bound to try, for more I cannot 
pledge myself to do. 1 will try and believe 
that he literally and honestly meant, without a 
" mental reservation," or Jesuitry of any kind, 
that, " the religion of the new moral world, 
is entirely in accordance with the old and new 
testament." 

To remove even the suspicion of garbling 
or mis-quoting, I beg to say, that all the ex- 
tracts will be verbatim from those works, and 
those works only, which have been printed by 
Mr. Owen's friends. I should scorn to take 
advantage either of unguarded expressions 
made in the heart of debate, or reports wil- 
fully mangled by opponents. In these matters 
we should, if possible, be like Caesar's wife, not 
only pure, but above suspicion. 

The report of the public discussion in Bristol, 
from which the above extracts are taken, was 
published by the Home Colonisation Society, 
nnd may be received as rather more favorable 
than otherwise to Mr. Owen. At all events 
it may be taken for granted, that no material 
inaccuracies escaped their vigilance. 

A copy of that " report" reached me when 
in Birmingham, and so staggered was I at its 
contents, that had it proceeded from the Brind- 
ley party, I should at once have thrown it 
aside as a gross imposition ; a religious lie to 



turn an honest penny. But, published by tb 
Home Colonisation Society, stared me fm^ 
the* face, and the "damning fact" coi" 
longer be doubted. The fa6t, that during" 
fatal debate Mr. Owen had periled his 
and his honour, to the g^reat grief of 
and triumph most signal of his enemies, 
periled his cause not merely by the a(" 
of what is not true, but by a gratuitous 
ment of what is absolutely false. This is 
with regret, but advisedly. The terms 
appear harsh, but they only convey the 
and that but faintly. What could be 
explicitly and absolutely false than the fol 
ing : " I have never in my life written 
spoken anything against the Christian; 
or against the bible." He continued, '* I 
this to you distinctly, as a fact." Bat 
does that agree with the assertion made di 
the American debate with the Rev. Mr. '" 
bell ? That, " the mythologies of the P« 
the mysteries of the Jews, Christians, and 7' 
dans, and all the sacred and theological ' 
Pagans, Hindoos, Christians, and Jews, ioff»] 
no value, nay instead of real value, they wen] 
greatest evils existing among men, for they 
ed or destroyed all the superior f acuities and, 
ings of the human race, and mitde man as 
at this day, more irrational than any mrifmll 
the brute creation" What think ye, ladies j 
gent's, of these hots and colds m>m the 
mouth ? For nolyself, not being skilled in 
tailing contradictions, I shall not attempt 
hopeless task of recognizing principle imdl 
legrity with both speeches. Perhaps ' 
" genuine disciples of the system," will 
to the rescue of Mr. Owen's reputation, 
show how he could, as an honest and 
man, say, at the London Tavern, in 1817,^ 
" all the religions of the world are founded 
on falsehood ;" in America, that " all 
sacred and theological writings .of Pa( 
Hindoos, Christians, and Jews, were of 
value," that, " they have deranged or < 
ed all the superior faculties and feelings of I 
human race, and made man as he is at f 
day, more irrational than any animal of 
brute creation ;" and in Bristol, say, that^ 
had never in his life ** written or spoken 
thing against the Christian religion or agai 
the bible." How most passionate admireni 
disciples can show that any man could 
such extraordinary speeches, without chai 
or abandoning his principles, is to me a 
a great mystery. Like the wisdom of 
passeth my understanding. Such mut 
devouring declarations may be compared 
the renowned Kilkenny cats, that swalioi 
each other, without leaving so much as i 
inch of tail. Admirable without measuv^ 
they are for politicians who " turn go on, g! 
on, and turn again." Excellent good for a 
order of Jesuits, genuine disciples of a 
Loyola. If thus the best champion of hi 
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Hncrificpd bim to Ibvir imDioml goil: 
|| hi bail no bwinnss tliere, ttilhout first 
riD^ for (ha mirst. Besideit, itii i^rlain 
Kibe violence and confusion arose, in great 
In* DWDileficieDcyofmoraletrenglli. 
e lame itlempta at evasion ; (he 
Bug and dodging from jiillar to poal, that 
fi on him fuoh a stunu of ridk'ulv. con- 
t, and indignBtiDa. Had anything ao 
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fuMrtraly titnf, nnil Mlith nbble, arc tmiSvf 
M inatrualjrr. God they define u " ■ cirote 
whose CfCilfe is everywhere, and circumferenoe 
liitxhen." A definilion, if not aadsraclory, 
nt least aa i.'ooilas aiij-DlliEr; Ihat U, orcourM, 
but one of itie dtGnitions, which are as ptiuiti. 
ful aa poti'liea in my grand tiiolber'i quill, A 
f alisfiiclary ileliaitian of the devil I hare not 
met with, tn ^eofrnl termi he k aaid to ba 
tUe opposite of god in eveijlhing, serpenluui 
in form and nature. 'I'lieologiana aay that 
"find is a great god, stnd a great king, above 
all goila," wbich, it must hs cunfeaaed, 
eavoura of politbeism i hut they ovuut to 
knair, it is tbeir trade. So I suppaw WB ntRV 
safely conclmle that the devil i> a great devil, 
and a great king, above all dcvila, Jehovah 
being the king of heaven, and satan the king 
of hell. No man ha^ aeen this god at anjr' 
time, only n piece of bim, at any rate ; but 
many deacriptiona have been given of tba 
devil by persona who seem, acconiing to (bai 
□wo sccoont, intimately BO((aaiated with him ; 
and, if report Bays true, are in all r^pecta fit 
to keep him company. Tht^ whale Qifair hai 
been burleaqued by poets ; but theologians are 
not to be burlesiiucd out of their godt, devils, 
and living* : in suoli a cAuae ihey irilliiigly . 
suit'i:r martyrdom. Angela have been de- 
fined ai " divine forces, sublime emanaliDna, the . 
transient flashing brightness of the divinity ;" 
but so refined sud particaTnT n definition of 
aagelio natures is clearly superllDoua. Tbo 
"Jenr Book" gives a full, and it vrouTd b* 
daiigeroti) to any untrue, account ofRriat diN' 
aengerti, alias angels, from which vie gnlher,. 
that a handsome man, with a tolerably la^ 
pair of wings on, is not nnlike the angels who, 
tlioDgh " sons of god, went in unto ibe 
daughters of men," had their feet washed, and 
did eat and drink with more llian the appetites of, 

Eloiighroeii. 'I'ho creatures in common psr- 
ince called imps, seem to bear precisely the 
same relatiou to tbo dcril, Ibat tba sngeU do. 
to god. In a figurative sense, all niischievaiu 
people, oa Atlieistf, for example, are called 
imps of the devil ; vrhile. in the fame sense, 
all godly meseeDgers partake of the angelic 
character, ni Ibe Hishop of EiL'ier, for 

Thes« definitional refiectiana hnvd been lug- 
gelled by a letter from a correspondent, who, , 
nceording to his own aceoaut, hss diaeorered 
"the grand secret," findiug no difflcully iiti 
conceiring that "uU this mass of matter, of, 
which all the suns, moons, Eliirs, planet;, tti., 
are compoaed, together with all the animated 
nnd intelligent forms that mat exist upon tbeu , 
[ilnnetB, or in space, nnre iiwre aimUnei in owa 
lni'ge bed;), or wj« gfe/w "f milter, ultk th Crnrt, 
I'ii-a, InUtligriit, tnd iitiismng Cnusi!" 

I his quotation is virbaiim,ia the reader wil} 
please not to credit me with a single VQcd.\! 
no, not e»en Oio iwiks-, iiotila,\Wiiiti. -ai-lji 
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tals, all Ihe '« alls '* belong to . What a 

eapacious mind must that man bave who could 
frame such a sentence, only to be exceeded in 
bigness by his who can understand it. Lest 

there might be a mistake, winds up with 

** This is my notion of god/' and certainly, science, or pretended science of phr 
lumping idea with expression, it is one of the may^ be very useful ; but it would be 



notice of all the prime bmnpt and hmntl 
the human cranium ; —*— not seeniBg to op 
the most distant idea, that phrenology b«ii| 
more to do with the question of d^gn, 
his assertion with the protf of a god. 



[press ion 
funniest that even crazy supernaturalism has 
yet offered to the notice of a discerning 
public. 

Might have enjoyed the contemplation 

of so bulky and truly extraordinary a god for 
the full term of hb natural life, without my 
notice ; but as he declares he " should like " 
to see this answered in The Oracle^ he may be 
gratified by the admission, that what he urges 
IS unanswerable. At all events, I cannot un- 
denake to answer such sublime conceptions, 
60 far above the reach either of sense or 
reason. 

At a public discussion of the question, 
" Ought there to be law against blasphemy,'* 
held some time, in the Social Institution, John 
Street, Dr. Sharman followed a speaker of the 
— school. •* But," said the doctor, very 
sagely, " I shall not attempt to answer the 
previous speaker's arguments, for this plain 
reason, he had none." ^^or can I attempt to 
find sense in *s notions about masses of 



matter, " together with all the animated and in- 
telligent forms, once combined in one large 
body or vast globe of matter, with the great," 
&c., &c., cause, for the plain reason that there 

M none. When condescends, or has the 

ability to make himself intelligible, I will en- 
deavour to gii-e nn intelligible answer. Try- 
ing one's skill by shooting at targets in the 
dark, would be rational sport, compared with 
searching for meaning in so singularly novel 
a conception. 

Another conceit of — 's, almost as inexplicable 
as the foregoing is, however, more worthy of 
notice. Alter manfully asserting that *' there 
oan be as many just and true arguments ad- I chicanery. 



may De very 

to discover what it has to do with 
The brain, acting as a whole or in part, a»< 
piece, thirty-six, or seventy-two pieoesi 
nothing whatever to do with the existeneei 
personal intelligence, who both wUUd that I 
brain should think, and so made or 
it that it might think. It is proper to aay, 
cannot love, hate, or exhibit any 
of mental faculty without brains; 
it is ridiculous to assert that 
were pre-ordained or designed to ex^Mti 
phenomena ; men think through the 
mentality of brains, they walk through tl 
strumentality of legs, they see throagk 
instrumentality of eyes. The eyes, legs,:! 
brains are organs or instruments, which 
form the several functions of thinking, 
ing, and seeing. Instead of saying thai i 
are made to see, legs to walk, and ' 
exhibit all the mental faculties, whick 
mere begging of the whole qoestioa m 

Eute ; we should say men see beetaim 
ave eyes, they walk because they hara^ 
they think because they bave bnuofl* 
grows, but can any one be so senselesB^ i 
affirm that therefore it was designed to 
the beaver builds its house, but surely i 
not thereby proved that beavers were 
to build houses. The action of the 
insect, fish, or grass, is a necessary 
quence of its individual and peculiar oi 
its position and rank in the scale of 
The impudent absurdity of designanr^ 
assuming the very point in dispute, and 
parading the assumption as proof, is 
without parallel in the history of Intel 



duced in support of the existence of a god, 
or a first, great, intelligent, and designing 
cause, as I cau bring forward in favour of 
Atheism, he follows up the blow by noting, 
that ''if we take the appearance of design into 
consideration, and the adaptation of means to 
ends, certainly there is a great deal to support 
the belief of a god, or a first, great, intelligent, 
and designing cause." Then, as a finisher, he 
remaiks, that " if we refer to phrenology, how 
can be shown more apparent design than in 
the various organs of the human head, adapted 
as they appear to be to all the various circum- 
stances of life. Does not the organ of ama- 
tiveness appear to be given to roan for sexual 
enjoyments and for perpetuating his species ? 
Does not the organ of philoprogenitiveness 
a|)pear to be given to man to cause him to love 
and look after his offspring," and so on to the 
etid of thepuagx^]^, wi^hiiiclttdea a decei^^ 



An architect constructs a magnificent] 
in harmony with the idea or type wl 
viously, for want of better language, 
said to have existed in his own brain. 
there is clear evidence of design. The 
tect conceived and realised that cone 
said to himself it shall be so and so^ 
was, but by what kind of anology is the i 
verse assimilated to a magnificent palaee^J 
what intuitive or acquired reasonings dtfj 
signers know that an intellectual being, W 
the existence of any thing, conceived^ 
realised the conce])tion of that evei^ 
called universe 1 Does the fact that me&ij 
palaces out of existing materials in any. i| 
prove that an inconceivable being abi^il 
created the world, " all things visible and 
visible," from 7io}ien(ttt^, making, as it haajj 
facetiously observed, the world out of ncM 
,m^ XQfiXk and yroawD oi the eaiM loM 
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kabiQKd. It ii nrillier JDiitiScd b>' 
il nialo^iea d( ibio^, ilip diaiinttirp 
~ "" DDian otf*tasai, nor tlie teicb- 
npEmnot. We not wonder Uipn 
DgMna *hould labour lo bring mens' 
book*, lor booliA only cod clESr up 
' difieultiet. A reTelilion is necea- 

imliBpniable to Iboflo who would 
nlj in aii» god, and hw now tat 

to remire taori Iha-n otii. It ba> 
periv eiid, that a Dnai vrbo profes- 
l*iE Ma belief in a (tod ham (be ligbl 
, tbeuM imliua lo ibe old doctrine of 
»t principles, irhich bida f'airsat 
I, hiBaniiicb as it «alres wjtb ibe 
r of phusibilily )btt enigmDiicn] 
W whieb oa evtry aide (ireienls iicrltl 
Hd DO! be fbrgoit^n ibat objects 

on, (bu all iboBG wbo ^nt ibe 

r aianer aro neceasirily Albeitta. 
■Iwlfj" be obM>rves, " 1 believe in 
'^ofaWter.yetlnti MoceiTeaErst, 

alKeeiit, deaignin; cnuae. iboagb 
1 etatuil." If III can, I can't. Ho* 
"» • first, he, or BOil, wben we allow 
T it/i"* maUir, it would beggar tbe 
W^iutJDn to oonceive, raj-ing nolbuig 
rfwnt. IfwandmitafiraT, tbe eter- 
Se ibat firal, for it would be but in 

mMcb to iHlk about elemitr with 
f Mbre it. Tbe eternity of matter 
t tilt idea of the creation of natter. 

It Iraat tacit acknowledgnient that 

i Ml^extalent. Seir-fxitient inptter 

S dogma of moieriflliem, whence 



, tbat a 



•rofca 
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trtoalllbe animalB and intelligi 
M may eiist upon ibose planets 
«ce. After reading ihia rliodo- 
tt is probable ibe rBsder will know 

■boat ibe first cause or god of , 

"t before. Rf-ally this gpnllfmnn 
Sited with tbe " love-apirir," or I 
Mr bnve perpeirated tucb barbsroi 
If fc«f have friends, it is tprioualy 
f will took lo bim, and gH eo 
A pbrMlologi«ts 10 feci bis cranit 
air to jodge of what is going 
Tb«iV are manj phrenolo 
setmed 
^ exinintid other mm 'a 1 
»tfrioBs]y damnged thvir i 
m eonctpiions of deity ,1 em inclined 
Mite OT^aa are not heallhy, 
IW twbnoe of power is anything but 
Slieb wild tntsb is unwordiy of 
1 1 ibr, in trutb, it cnrries i 
along wilh it, L'pon eu< 
ent is thrown awny. as 
1 tpptarance of importance 
Jbwod to telJ its ana strange, 



de, thst 



lentful hiatojy, or ita ridicnloiia featnm Mf 
I the brotdeat and dearest light — would ba 
irmidible only to tbe cause it is intended to 

Gibbon seems to have been of my opinioa 
I to the mode of dealicg with incompelenl or 
uDwonby adverairiea, for in bis " Oeeliaa 
snd Fall of tbe notnoD Empire." wbeo trcil- 
iog of tbe " idle tales of ibe poets," and "io- 
eoherent traditions of anliquity" set fortll by 
them as divine truths, he obserrei : " Against 
nucb nnwortby idversariea, Cicera cond«- 
icended la employ Ibe annB of lesson nd 
'loquenoei but the entire of l.ucian was a 
nuch mart) adequate, as wett as more vfflca- 
liooB weapon." I put in no claim for s tarp 
ihone of eilber reftfon or elotiuence, but were 
I without tbe compass of my ability, and 
[ could camrasnd all the reason and eloqueoea 
of a Cicero, I would not employ ibem ivlien 
eatire of a Lueian would be more ade- 

delighled to receive advice, leproof, or even 
bonest and enligblened correction, but really 
those who like lo underlakeln write upon ihesa 
, cts eboald ihink firal, and not expect tv 

be UDderalood by olheni, unless ibey firat 
underataud themselves. 

C. S. 



THEORY OF REGULAR GRADATION. 

"TIisl thi^cdls I pnx-vnt enern-fn naltire, bjrwMdi 

but Ihp nuUK of Uut power it n> ytl unkninni 

to map."— J^>n**iB**ri' Irffomaliim. 
A FEW weeks since I fTMlfd the world, and 
having looked upon il, consider il good. 
NererlbelesB, tjping so far Di least a Sncialiat, 
I do not imagine my self deserving of praise; 
for tbe malerielg o'f which il is composed, 
were in eiiatenca before, "I AM," and, of 
course, before I was, and will renisin al^er / 
flbnll he, I have here realricted the meaning 
of ibe word cnnUd, cot utdng il as ibeolo- 
gaslers do, to imply producing aomelhing out 
of nothing. Well ib^n, having created lb« 
world, though in a eomewbnl longer perind , 
thsD is said lo have been occupied by " the 
rinknoKn god" of l)>e " Jew Book," nod hav- 
ing, as may be eipected, rested more than 
once ill my labour. I would hlces it, but am 
tloubtful if it would result in any good, aa 
long as I pertiuiiciouslj* retain my present opi- 
nions. Besides. Il would be inccnnstent in 
nn Atbeint, whilst be denied ihe eiistence of 
oilier gods, to deify IiiinEeir, and would not 
I'sU fo produce a cliuckta from ibe orlhodiuc 
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subjec. 
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hundieds of thousands of works of all sorts, 
and facts out of number, in existence, incon- 
testibly proving the truth of the assertion, and 
that it is as easy of demonstration as a pro- 
blem in Euclid. 

I shall leave my efforts to be judged of by 
their results, and apply myself to my next job 
— the furnishing the earth with animate and 
inanimate forms. The sea after its kind, the 
air after its kind, and the land after its kind — 
a pure labour of love. 

I cannot proceed directly to the develop- 
ment of the subject, however, without first 
noticing some objections brought against it by 
Mr. Lyel, the geologist ; this is the more neces- 
sary, from the circumstance of my speaking i 
in my first article of the assistance I expected | 
to derive from geology in support of the 
Theory. I am indebted to the Freethinkers' 
Information for the extracts, not being able to 
procure Lyel in time for this number. They say, 
** Mr. Lyel, in opposition to the older geolo- 
gists, who teach the progressive development | 
of life from simple types of organisation, co- i 
existent with the older strata, to completer 
development at a later period of the newest 
formations — contends that the fossils of the 
oldest rocks present as complex and conpplete 
an organised structure as any of the .latest 
period, and that therefore the doctrine of a 
gradual development of species, from the 
simple to the complex, must be false. He 
says (Principles of Geology, vol. 1) — 'nu- 
merous scales of fish have been found by 
Dr. Fleming in quarries of the old red sand- 
stone, at Clashbinnie, in Perthshire, where I 
have myself collected them ; and I have two 
entire skeletons of fish from tlie same forma- 
tion in Forfarshire.' These beds are decidedly 
older than the coal and mountain limestone of 
Fifeshire, which entirely destroys the theory 
of the precedence of the simplest forms of 
animals. Scales also of a tortoise, nearly 
allied to trionyx, occur abundantly in the 
bituminary schists of Caithness, and in the 
same formation in the Orkneys of Scotland. 
Professor Sedgwick and Mr. Murchison confi- 
dently pronounce these schists to be of the age 
of the old red sandstone, so that we have here 
an example of a fossil reptile in rocks referred 
to the oldest part of the carboniferous series. 
The only negative fact, therefore, remaining in 
support of the imperfect development of the 
higher order of animals in remote ages, is the 
absence of birds and mammalia. 1 be former 
are generally wanting in deposits of all ages, 
even where the highest order of animals occur. 
Land mammifera could not, as was before 
suggested, be looked for in strata formed in an 
ocean interspersed wiih isles, such as we may 
suppose to have existed in the noriliern 
hemisphere, when the carboniferous rocks 
were formed. ^ As all are agreed that the j 
ancient Btrata in question were sub-aqifeous, I 



and for the most part fiubmarine, from what! 
data, we may ask, do naturalists infer the aoft^ 
existence, or even the rarity, of wairm-bloodaf 
quadrupeds in the earlier ages ? Hare tbef^ 
dredged the bottom of the existing oeenj 
throughout an area co-extensive with thi^j 
occupied by the carboniferous rocks? * • •?! 
The casualties must be rare indeed wherebj^ 
land quadrupeds are swept by rivers and "" 
rents into the open sea ; and still rarer 
contingency of such a floating body not 
devoured by sharks or other predacious 
such as were those of which we find the 
preserved in some of the carboniferous si 
But if the carcases should escape, and sho 
happen to sink where sediment was in the 
of accumulating, and if the numerous cai 
of subsequent disintegration should not 
all traces of the body included for comii 
ages in solid rock,t5 1( not contrary to aU 
lation of chances that tee $fwuld hit upon liu 
act spot — that mere point in the bed of 
ancient ocean where the precious relic 
entombed? Can we expect for a momi 
when we have only succeeded, amid 8e?i 
thousand fragments of corals and shells, 
finding a few bones of aquatic and am^ 
animaU, that we should meet with a 
skeleton of an inhabitant of the land t 
The organic contents of the secondary 
in general consists of coral and marine shells 
of the latter the European strata (from the i 
ferior oolite to the chalk inclusive) ha^ 
yielded above one thousand species. Vi 
brated animals are very abundant, but 
are almost entirely confined to fish and 
tiles. But some remains of cetacea have 
met with in the oolite series of England 
and it is well established that in the 
series the bones of two species of 
blooded quadrupeds of extinct genera, 
to the opposum, have been found. The occo; 
rence of an individual of the higher classes 
mammalia, whether marine or terrestrial, 
those ancient strata, is as fatal to the th 
of successive development as if several h 
dreds had been found.' He goes on to BKf£ 
page S29, in speaking of the tertiary strata » 
— * When we examine the tertiary group, wm 
find in the eocene, or older strata of that claM^^ 
the remains of a great number of the higbeilN 
or mammiferous class, all of extinct speciei»j 
and in the miocene beds, or those of the new«R 
tertiary epoch other forms, for the most |wrte 
of lost species, and almost entirely distinoU 
from the eocene tribes. Another change ill 
again perceived when we investigate the fo0«^ 
sils of later or pliocene periods. But in thb. 
succession we cannot detect any signs of a: 
progressive development of organisation, or 
any indication that the eocene found was Ieil< 
perfect than the miocene, or this, than whit] 
will be designated in the fourth book the newcffi 
pliocene.* The latest discoveries of ^eoAoffi 
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ilHr. Lvel in Ilia [lositioD, for evidence 
QIC life ifl mAoif^at la tlie igneous riKke. 
101 Ebreabprg, by meins of the micro- 

hu detected the minute Bkeletons of 
lule in ibe icneou? locka or wliifh 

U ilie piiDcipal ; and as ibeec. nkeleiooe 
k Bilioeoaa nuitensl, nnd therefore caps- 
VRiBtinc tbe action of powerful heal, il 
(and wiib ^ood teaaon, iaoaffluch 



iB br great inleroi 
which ihiscbangt 



Tonl lieat) ti 



t tbe 



might be lufficipnt to destroy all 
ea of oi^uiio hfe, with the exception of 
linute mfusoria. This theory is sup- 
by Lyel, Dr. nianlell, and the moat 
taf our IiTing geologiala ; hence gra- 
A other uaBtralified rocka hare been 
Hamoiphic rocks, signifying chBii|;ed 
irom a stratified lo an unetratilied 
!, By this theory we carry back tbe 
I of life before lUe formolion of the 
_ which irere once ibougbl the foil oda- 
9f die world, an extent of time of which 
W can scarcely oonoeiTe the limita." 
does all this prove against tbe Theory 
kr Gradation) Nothing, absolutely 
[I It in just aa probable now as it waa 
Sit. Lyel Tenlored to atlsck it. Mr. 
eenu to think that it is ni^cesgary to 
^(HQtinuous, ■uuiiiltrnipled chain ofpro- 
n, fram ihs lowest Rlrats to tbe tertiary. 
Bt the existence of equally compb'cated 
mu, in tvo elrata of different ages is 
si to destroy the hypatbesis of a rcgu- 
ndalion. This Is an error, as far aa il 
be considered to militate sgaiDlt my 

So. 9, page 78, 1 endeavonred lo give, 
' ' 'enaed form, my opinion 

hich produced, o 



tbe I 






ceeded 






restilied 

^ From Ibat nuniber, if I 
eying my ideas, it will be 
A a.tiu wide of the mark, and (bat it 
in (0 afaow that ill no Btrnlum, or even 
■Wmt dfty, caa be traced a chain of 
beginning with apparently very 
tniliiig in complex. For it is Ibis 
i ma entirely set the question at 
'vhiob I hope few of my renders are 
ant U not lo knaw is impossible, nnd 
,b MOomplisbed so lung as the facts 
t (be Bcicnce of comparalive anatomy 
t,waat DO more than the conneclians 
■ pnctmt [actual exjetencea lo warrant 
aim 1 have Teniurcd. WLal if geolo- 
iftf 10 find animals more ceiuplicated 
in granite, would that necessarily 
the animal so found did not form 



with it, bearing in tbe remoltsi dsgna M 
analogy to it. The contrary of thia wa w« 
know to be the fan, h respects compli 
oif anisma in the strata hilherlo explored, for 

there are always otberaof a more simple ar~ 

Aly opinicn. shortly summed up. is, 
that there shoubl be a regular gradation from 
imperfect to perfect formation, from stratoin 
to stralum, but that the gradation from imper* 
fvct 10 perfect might exist in aocA stratum, 
entirely iadependent of eiery other. In fact, 
that it does not require that thia progress should' 
have utken place in regular oiiler Ihroagh all^ 
tbe changes, or frooi change to change, from 
the very first to the present moment; hat thU 
it does require that a highly complex organisa- 
tion should have been preceded by a simple or 
teas complex organisation. It matters not 
whether such progress occurs in one change OE 

Professor Ebrenbcrg's discovery, (bough iti, 
might prove the existence of exceedingly 
minute, and, at the same time, highly organja^' 
forms in the nnatratified rocks, does not pMvt' 
the non-eiistence of leES complex lormi,' 
which tbe microscope baa not yet discovered,, 
and perhaps never wilL 

Dr. Maculloch supposes tbe coal deposit (o 
have bem at least six hundred thonsud. 
years in formation, a hundred times longer 
than tbe "Jew Book" would lead its ad' 
mircra lo believe the world lo have been ia< 
eiiatence. " Millions of years (laya the Frtt- 
ihiiihen' Jn/uminiipjiJ are inadequate to groap, 
the series of formation, for when we take int(» 
consideration that tbe sea aboals hut an inch la* 
a century, we may form an idea of the immens* 
time necessary to deposit tbe various strata."- 
Again, " Millions upon millions of years doM- 
thia glance of the subject pli'""" ■■■ *"-'■ ■"•" 



ofcontinuouHcbange — of the birth and death 
of warlits, end systems of worlds, as well as of.. 
animal and vegetable life." If geology wilt 
support these hypotheacB, I think there la litlla 
room for cavil at mine, on the ground of the 
lime it would consume. Because for six thoa- 
sand years no perceptible change has taken 
place in the orgnniBalicna of the animals now 
upon the earth, it does not follow that in sixty 
thouaaoi] years or in six hundred thousand years 
no change will occur. But many mid great, 
changes have taken place under certain cir» 
curastances. and that is sufficient for my pur- 
pose ; for the poasibilily of change once being 
admitted, who will prcsumfi (o say where it 

How very ingeoioua is the argument of the 
talented professor Lvel ; '■ Is it not contrary 
(he says) (a all oalculalion of chancea, that wa , 

should bit upon tbe exact spot — that 

poinCiatbehedof" 
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1 1^, Mpeciallf if wa Uke prmn ■ d«itf, fciMMfa ; tsd M tb 
L til* gmtllneaa of (be pit^r- wonbippcn go lAcwt (ad oMt imta I 
nanalounnutaraiuuiiDililoilIodien,a>la.iil Igeoa those who, deupog web • M 
dowit bj the aame gtnllfiatn. For irithou 1 1 troiu 'ueh cr the lika premiie*, SM 
denying the poseibility of muamRliK haviii^ I Cbrulita ehuilj ihni mad* (» ttA in 
■ziMed cootemponuieoualy with the old.r ' 'h^t evUtaea vbich tbsir perMoa 
•tnUa, which if pra*ed, u I hftTD before iiij, i uiuUe tobriug home to Ibe mfaid, Bi 
would not iffeaC my position, I think Mr. L.'» I tianity and persecution! whathnirwe? 
on arguioent beu> lomewbst ■;;sinat ii. I clsigNi the«e indred to be band co-o 
Ua My*, " Now, the m&mmalia, whether ter-,ii> right good-fellowship togstberl 
natrial or aqaitie, beer bo Hmsll a proportiiin lbs eipouaders of deity and ded( 
to other cluwei of uimBls, forming less pe r- , tbst ihue twain Bprnng fiom one and I 
lupi ihaa one thoaundth part of [he wfaolf, i i^igoarl Or, admitting At duij 
that if the longevity of species in the differeni , cfaristisnity to be a being moipable of 
orders were equal, a Tast period mast eiapKc I ing persecutioD, will they take muah hi 
htbn it would come to the (urn of this con- ' themsetres in sdouniDg that iLis Istcei 
•incuou class to lose one of its number. ] rj springs from Aunoi* htarts whose Uael 
OoaspadSsonlyof the whole aaimsl kingdom 'iiulignity is only eqnalled by their h] 
di«d oaE in forty years, no more tlian one ! '"■> selfiabness 1 Will they take gpoi 
msmmifer mi^ht disappear in forty thouMcd 1 selves to assert or deny that it was p 
jsaraini region of the dimensians of Europi'. parcel of the design of their great desigi 
-rLjuri Principal of Geoioffy, TOl.iii., 1840. 1 in the year 184S one Charles Southwell 
The dodo is an instance of the eitinction of 
ip«cies in tbs history of man." Perbap^ 
Mr. Lyel, before be lesves the soene of hi:, 
^•oulalions, may be the happy discoverer, 
proTided be " hit upon the rxaet spot," ifnoi 
of amare, at least ofamare'i nest.' W. C. 



A DraraN proies a designer, a watch proves 

W|itch./BiAinH.r {not maher, for the variot. .- , . . . 

mattrials, uutil fashioned as a watch, bespeak g"'l'y of that which belongs _ 
""' *''° ""-pose for which they were desinied ) : ^^ inltUecti when witohcraft was 

-'---- - -■ .' . . .... .° . ., I .„,1 „„„;.!.. 1,1. .« 1 «_j _ 



them to be exceedingly ai , 

writiagB touching ■ oertain " Jew Bnal 
tliat, setting oTer him a judge and a. 
whose minds never having oosapaseed 
dredth part of the things hii mind hi 
passed, were u little adapted to pn 
judgment upon the virtues or the vies 
philosophy bs would the veriest ohopi 
to fix the standard of architectural etti 
palace — they procure him to bi 

- ■ Ihed 



The pre-eiistence of the material, without tb( 
design, is therefore oc^nally good evidence thm 
the watch -fashioner did not make (he material. 
So of the universe : if this were framed out of 
material previoualv undesigned, it prove* the 
pre-eiislenoe of Ae crude material, and coc- 
•equent rtcn-eiistence, up to that lime, of any 
designer. There is no process of reaaoniQ!; 
by which we can arrive at the maker of ant- 



ing: the 1 






ing; I 



iioner of [hat which was pfevfc 






worlds as well as we do [hi 
vralches, we might then perhaps be instieecl hi 
pretending to talk seriously about worW- 
fashioners— not nuikeri, be it again observed. 
But even then, unfortunately for theologinn 
logic, by the time (hat we began to underslsnri 
anything lite so much about worid-fashioning 
as we do about watch -fashioning, we should 
b^n to know pret(y nearly as much as tbeii 
fancied world-maker itself, or, changing it into 
amefe perMjiaiioii, we should only look uponhim 
as, at best, no more than the great head of lh« 
worsbififul oom|iBny of world-fa abionera '. The 
tbeologian argument might serve to gratify the 
vanity of a Sam Slick ; but it carries with i, 
l^'^tJ^u '°TE}'°',Tt '° '"l^ supposed 



, ihable offem, . ._ 

have accompliabed (bus mncb, and hi 
their measure of punishment and nult 
property awarded, and the beadfio d 
tar carried out, are (bey quite, quite a 
does (he flattering unction sink deep 
their CbristJBD souls, that another part 
great daign remains, not yet to be oi 
md the judgment set aaide, and the 
declared void, and the captive set al 
md benevolence have accorded to her 
dominion that empire which dark bigot 
usurp* ! In abort, are they quite assui 
*eJDilgB (wboougftllo have been of. 
for tbe ai:cused) was quite iii/oOih^F 




'rintsd by O. j, j 

M*»ffl«Ui and Pobliih«l"fof'um b* sj 
BTOiuKlteif-asturdiy, April 30, Igti, 
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OF SOCIALISM, AND 
'OLKY OV TItE BOCULISTS. 

. Bf a Siitial JUi(iim»in(. 

Bm^-^T will, whh font j)»nniBBr 
Ipmw KMhJnn«l remnrls to liioed 
I'No. 17 of ttie Orn#?i! OD the abova 
« character is fcmned fo 
i dot by ■him'" — therefore, all lie re 
jfpf the irorld sre fnisp, 19 the mm nu 
4 «f tha Biornl philosopb; of R. Oircn 

^ "jion iii ponoenwd, Mr. Owen 

acre ia neceasary than mikmg 
mil ^c be muFt know that 

■ fLri^lhn Kyrhl ;„)mU til 



resaltinif from mau's ignomjioe 

l»]iiupo*« of rstiibiisliln- more rational 

^tbeir pki^e. TL114 it wilt be Seen 

uv> other iae>Hi' i« otMsieaty ta 

|i<MTini«<s iliiJi tli'-ir rsllgion is fehw; 

in one w.iy or niher, off leligionB tire 

— ■' ' doctiinc of .iiecuiUi. Orifinnl 

neec^fiiy unilfr another name. 

itbe-liTo facts "rrfuie nil i^- 

bow reta^e elei;tfoD or rFprobatioD! 

ifamc wUluy, by EbDwiaifthnt 11 ii nn 

* ■* irifl. But what care religioujrfs 

ihiB world or the next 1 Ifibty 

tjBdag nboui "justiM," and knew 

i#9rd lOMUit, tbef wanlil have long 

^^-^ — i iha rtoeirine sf Mi *tcni»l 

' can the " fi»a fueia " refutu 

^npiceBl, or ptovH that Iho 

.1 true in ite ^eaen} BtatcmKntt sml 

Eijiprinice has proved, that to b'- 

VL-e niunt refnti; error and (each 

B<l>u, if ^\-r n-i.~h In taonfeil in enmnti- 

iivcrinE the woHd 

.=ni7 (or tlie eo- 
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ra'orts Id iiTii-liciriiie lb* eondiiion sf man 
by ou-o(i"r:i(iiB home liOlouisnliOn ; thE* I 
gmnt in in > grrat meuure inia ( but gwnl 
prhiciptes of aMion will not be abandoMd 
by any rational mind bocau.K of tnllciaakt 
wllngB, It should be boine in mind, that if 
InCdela have not fought nilh us, ibey at 
least bare not fought eeninal u4, ni«l_ lAal iit 
more ibnn caa be said of eupcrsiiifaetiu, who 
bare done tbeic ulmoet, both by law and 
gospel, to put im don'n. With iheiD we hare 
hud i^rioua oppwitiqn, but with the Inflilal. 
portion of lociety it Ji dmply n want of oon- 
Sdi-nee in our " practical measure*," and thjj 
tiins will care if "communLlies *tt«oeed," ftT 
which I lure not the least doubt, Derdde;. 
the charaotera of Infideli have bean tbrued on 
the old principle of polling down; builfllB^ 
i'|i a new ayntem farmed no pari of their 
jirtjeeW, At one period in the htstory of our 
soeirly, " ptaeticri raeaBUrea " were alinoRI 
lost eight of behind InGdel leclun», dia- 
cntslons, &r.. &c, I diispproriHl of ihnt an 
I do M«B of DCAleolin;; to 0J)P«m 
tralism. If inlid«Iily aod faciaiiAn 
jynonymouR, let na teaeli both ; if- 
Ihey are alike,' and ihfy are efl in nunv r«- 
~~)eots, the honest conrte muit he evident. 
Inlliof scienoe and Sodal injiituiionii iboutd 
b# aehoolfl foi Ibe ndult nopulation i ihioii^ 
them should he diB'iienu every EpeoieB of 
luPliil knowlrd'e ; evvry plan aup)>orlei1 that 
bad n Imdenoy to do gMo, eilhCT m or ou» of'. 
community. Id doing tliU w(! neod not ■»• 
~ ir oirn plana, Or ab&tajn from showing 
tperioniy. That ih* ([enoral prevalenea 
leliiy would hn prodnoiive of good, 
coupe! itiie aoelvlv no ration allal can 
doubt, wlien it ia linoirn tlint the reaaon whv 
we hare not a ntilional ejslem of educalion h 
beouiiw religionists hare been i|uiirrellinp 
about (he religion to be tnui^ht in tbu national 
■cbool*, IJ' alia. Other pnrlies ninongat ua 
BV, '■ let tlieofo^ alonu, e«epl whtnyou are 
llnL'ked bii l!iD«c gi«onds, then, and then 
inlv, enter upon it; let ihe war bo purely 
!cri.n«i^ur" Now this would be alf very 
n-ell, if (J'f rn«fr( c'l-"* f*«N, wh'rf, imd Aw 
should Barry 00 the uonteal ; a* w« eanitot 
ibe^e Ibltifi:?, wo shouM take ailranta^ of 
" —.1 1 
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erery fitrourable opportunity, both for attack 
or defence, wliether provoked or unproToked. 
1*0 attack only when we are attacked savoun 
of a revengful spirit, and, mpreorer, is to 
contend at a disadvantage. To those who 
say let theology entirely alone, I answer, we 
cannot, we have gone too far to recede ; it is 
neither possible nor desirable ; it is not pos- 
sible, because of the past ; it is not desirable, 
because great good may be effected for the 
future. That a rational state of society is 
utterly incompatible with superstition the 
founder of our system himself has declared. 
Southwell resigned his .office of missionary 
because he coidd not speak out with the ap- 
probation of the social body ; in this I think 
be was wrong, he should have trusted to time 
and argument to convince its members that 
his course was the best and likely to effect the 
greatest amount of good. Society is formed 
by mutual concessions, were it otherwise all 
united agitation would be at an end. I can 
most oonaoientiously retain my office on this 
principle. When I lecture on theology, I 
uauaUy commence thus, " The opinions I shall 
give m this lecture are my own ; no other 
party is responsible for them' ;** by this means 
I do not involve others in the controversy 
against their will ; any other course, con- 
stituted as our society is, would be unjust ; 
and while this Uberty remains, on the score of 
principle we have but little to complain of, 
though oh the score of policy a great deal. 
But does it follow, that because Mr. South- 
well, or any one else, has thought proper to 
act differently to my views, or to use a style 
different to mine, that I am to consider him an 
enemy to our cause, and abandon him to the 
rage of the persecutor ] Forbid it, reason ! 
Forbid it, common sense ! The following ex- 
tract from a lecture I have lately delivered in 
two Social institutions will explain my views 
on this matter. " Last, but not least in the 
black catalogue of Protestant Christian crimes, 
is the prosecution and imprisonment of Charles 
Southwell, editor of the Oracle of Reason, 
John Brindley, the opponent of socialism, 
states in one of his papers, that every one must 
admire the ' deep Christian feeling,' of Sir 
Charles Wetherall, in passing sentence upon 
Southwell. I was always at a loss to know 
what was meant by * deep Christian feeling,' 
I learn now that it means condemning a man 
to twelve months' imprisonment and a iine of 
£100, for writing thirteen lines and a Iialf 
against the bible. I trust that when the term 
of his imprisonment expires that the Iniidels 
and Socialists will exert themselves to pay the 
fine, which Christian avarice and Christian 
cruelty demands. That the ' fine' is intended 
to lengthen his imprisonment, no one can doubt, 
be it our duty to defeat this truly Christian 
intention ; be it our pleasing duty to liberate 
him from his truly Christian bonds. Rest 



entali 



fromi 



ift 



assured he will not abuse our kiadseM, 1 
find in it new motives to urge hin\^ on in 
contest and our contest with superstition ; i 
til by the influence of free discussion it ah 
sink into 

The vile dust from whence it sprung. 
Unwept, unhonoured, and unsung. 

Southwell has fought our battles, now Ist i 
fight his ; kindness for kindness should be tl 
first principle of the Socialists* practice, 
we neglect him at the present junotore 1 
shall diahearten others equally ardent l| 
equally sincere, and thus the day of ^i&I^ 
liberty will be retarded in its arrival, andf' ' 
shall we allow the tyrannical bigot to 
the triumph he has acheived over meat 
dependence and the right of free d' 
Why is it that so many have retired 
contest with political and religious depot 
'Tis because of the little support they 
from those who agreed with them in sent 
Let it not be said of us that we were^ 
to share the fruits of victory but not wi 
fight the battle. If we are now found 
ing, our lack of moral courage and 
principle will be our disgrace. From 
can learn of Southwell I am inclined' 
believe that a more faithful servant 
Socialists never had. While he was coi 
with us he did his duty to our society, 
let us do our duty by him ; he is worthy of I 
he possesses a mind far above the oi" 
stamp, and has displayed a moral pi 
that has seldom been equalled never sui 
and both have been directed towards 
ing the afflictions of humanity. If we do: 
rally round and support him in his d' 
tribulation we shall act a part unworthy < 
cause, and prove that we have less 
and benevolence than his Christian foes ; 
they support the persecuted if they beloog 
their own party. In the person of Soi 
is violated the right of free discussion ; 
wish it for ourselves we must claim it fat 
we have no interest apart from our 
do not take upon myself to defend Southi 
opinions or his 'stifle* either, of which 
have heard so many complaints ; but I 
maintain that Southwell had a right to -I 
what * style' he pleased. If men are 
judged by their style no one will pass 
demued. I am heartily sick of that mi 
morality which would refuse to support a : 
bc>cause his ' style' was objectionable ; 
style is the best that is likely to effeot 
greatest amount of good, and this must d 
cases be left to individual judgment, 
inquire is this, Is it a just or an unjust; 
tion ? If the latter, I would oppose 
inflicted upon whom or by whom it mi§ 
all those who hold Infidel opinions 
avow them, and Infidel unions were fo 
over the country, we should soon present i 
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'defybttli persscutioa nnd 

B«uM of infitlslitv is the 
Cnilh.aDdmiiat prevail." Ttii teitei 
'ed to B groler Imgtb than I ' 
low me to remark in concluaioD, i 



t oppoBing BuperBlition ws» 



ila of oar aooiely ; the rouodei 
[bj-^OOB times han «et the eismpte ; 
— ooowioaBlly he does so, though n ' 
Btunlgb for manj of tii> diaciplf 
objeeu of the society included, lom 
«B than this, I lr?Bly Hdmit, bm th 
4wnsidered a eltppping-stone to tbgi 
nore, all acquaiiited with the bia- 
Moielir IBQit be nt*aie. I tta not 
: tbeclogioal diicnwion will prerent 
oMainini; money to eetsbliah aoniR 
MUHtallBl« WDuld leait their money 
■il aimaelf, if he GDoliI give them is 
viij and greater inteien thitn they 
un elwwharp. There is QDibia; 
M accoant, and lis the " politics a 

Ot the world are irrong let both 
td in HO fai BB ihey are in error, ai 
we ^ foftli conquering and to co 
1 leave the world belter (ban i 
"tioMinfi that you may live long 
IM neat irurlc, 

, J. C F. 
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i.gf croUiiB intnUlBcnoB."— Lybi. 
SelltB KjK, ahull he not eec 
hiMMT, aball he oat beati 



phista contended that lie who 

iWuld nol see, or he who naili the 

t hear. What they DO rleuj is, 

a, boweyer dexterous, can prorp 

^ baa been abiolutely made Iiy a 

an i(, ia abort, by an intelligent 

A* maaouline, fcmiDine, or neuter 

To admit thai the eyewaami»b or 

.«H, would be, in eflect, to giru up 

.qUMIioa; n virtual abandonment of 

^UiBt wbioh is mud's nu9t have hud 



IbdepHndeiit intelligeDt<e oapahlt 
JUl thai theotogiaas linvo to do 
) more that liuman or inferior or- 
Sboct, anything from pcbhlpg to 
be.-JMigned or created. Let them 
|i tun boaeBtly tell hm Ihty kaaui 
tVta made— fcoio iheu Iwoui there ie 
J tlatdf nncBuaed — hiw theil Inim' 
:ter is incapable oC pro- 
at which wondering: folly 
iti^ hnow that matter by it« na- 



tiTB eno^y, capable of foncing^ i 
tncapahte of formiag an eye, a bnun, or « 
bond — hou, finally, lAeii kam: tbat lime or mod 
can produce a worm, ■ aeipent, or a oroeodile, 
and not prodaoe a man. If they caiuiot 
"how" Batisfaotorily, in the name of modesty 
and truth let tbeai Bay lo, and no longer inao- 
lentlj palm upon the credulous their pioui 
tHventiuna aa vmUnibttd factx^ " The heavens 
daolare the gloty of god, and the firmament 
ihowelh bia handywork," aaitb the paatmilt; 
but bagging the paslmiit'* pardon, thebeavena 
declare nothing but moons, suns, and ilarr; 
boslH, white tl^e " dark bloe iky" ahows neitber 
more nor leH than dark blue sliy. How strange 
that men should stilt be so hoodwinked by 
piiests aa to accept i^orance of what 18, ad 
" confirmaticQ atrong" of what is not, and 
creJulouaiy recelva as aolvent of the uuiverasl 
lilhcullyone that is ten thousand timea greater. 
It is a rule of aense as well la of logic, that of 
iwo difficulties it is wise (o obooae the leait — ' 
but there ia little wisdom in theology and tboae 
IV bo teach its " solemn nonsense," when ibej 
(Irenuoualy assert there must have bera, or 
rather must be an uncreated gxd who dttign*d 
id totaled the universe, intaut the idea Man 
uncreated uiiiiwro is inoonceirable ; so tbat 
according to such wiaeaore^, on onoreated 
in't ia conceivable enough, quite a trifle (a 
'liero in, but uncreated nullsr ahocka tba 
Tvea of their faith. Itia plain that the study 
' nature is insufficient for the discovery of a 
god, and all that has been wrftien about the 
" clear evidences of design in the universe," il 
lere moonshine. Now upon that rock tlia 
Atheist takes liia stand ; for to Aim the visible 
invisible relations of Christians with Christ 
! of no more conseqaence than the aame re- 
lations of Mohammedans with Mohammed, or 
Ibo Jews witb Mosea ; to him all sucfa ima- 
ginary reladonshipa are the work of priests, 
who first ohtained and still hold autboriCy, by 
nicknaming '*divineorac]es,"Au)nfmmrwntum& 
Aifaeisia J'ld what is so beautifully exptsMed 
by (he poet Wordaworth — 



OfiBOr. 



uiall» 






vernal woods (eaidi not >'fiBl hhmw, bi 
they are termed, nor ia the dark and pathleia 
forests whisper god. Notliuig but human 
imaginations, the dangerous offapting of ig- 
norant bopea and ft^rs, fortifies the belief or 
luppoaitian that Ibe material universe sprung 
" able, immaterial essence. 






;, which 



M the lie to 



Lmptions of theologians. 



by the study of i 
the arrogant ass 

must bare been arcatad, and verifies the teach- 
ings of an Eastern sage, that " the thing that 
hatb been, it ia tbat which shall be ; and tbat 
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wLich is done, it is that which shall be done ; | analogists bare endeavoured to establish Aa 
and there is no new tiling under the sun." It ' "fact" that " all things are doable one agUMt 
gives the lie to the asavmpthm^ that the reason- another, and god hath made nothing imperifeeCffS 



which /<irC will be best answered by other fitti^ 
of a less suspicious character. King Edwirc 
the second was 'deposed by the intrigues "*"' 
wife and her paramour, thrust into the Toi 
where some ruffians held the unfortm 
monarch down on a bed, and thrusting a'tv 



against that act of horror, what in heaveai 
hell is the good that even a god oould do to 
pensatc such evil ? Surely it was not, 



ing faculty, or mental conditions, could not 
proceed from what th(»y choost^ to call irra- 
tional atoms. It gives the loud lie to the most 
impudent of assumptions^ that " all is for the 
best," in a world which savage bcastH and yet 
more savage men have deluged with crime, 

blood, and misery. Let the triumphs of a , up his fundament, passed a red-hot iron 
Caisar, a Zingis, a Timour, an Alaric, an At- his bowels ; none who heard could ever ' 
tila, and a Napoleon, tell their bloody tale, the aged king's shrieks of agony while 
Let the bones of the slaughtered for the glory bowels were consuming. What will the 
of religion and the honour of god, attest that tlcmen sophists of the Butler school, 
all is not for the beat ; but the groat truth that 
all is of necessity in itself, neither for the best 
nor for the worst, but in relation (o humanity, 

a com|K)und of good and evil, folly and wis- 1 now be, in the eye of reason, " all for the 
dom, Justice and injustice, the proportions of , that an aged, inoffensive, and far from 
which necessarily fluctuate with the [fluctua- ! amiable monarch, should have his bo 
tions of civilization. It is probable there is . burnt to cinders by order of an adulte 
less of actual evil suffered, and more of actual ^ wife and her cruel paramour. How is 
good enjoyed 71011; than at a former period, for . existence of a good and almighty god to 
the simple reason, that opinion has to a certain reconciled with the permission of such hoi 
ertent been enlarged and purified by experience, I enormities ? The nations would be edified 
but the nations are not yet prepared to beat ! religious analogists would reconcile their 
their swords into plougbsharer«, and their ! that god has made nothing imperfect, 
spears into pftiolng hooks ; iwt yet cured of their preaching about the imperfections of 
superstition and the accur-ised spirit it en- | mortal nature ; their fact, that all 
genders, a spirit that delights in persecution, ! double one against tj^e other, with 
war, and rapine — a spii-it which, in its mildest I pathetic lamentations about Christ crucified 
form, ia thn deadliest enpmy to freedom and ' ransom and refleem a ruined world ; 
virtue. Then how in the face of endless proofs, ; fact, that god is a god of in?zorable j 
that tlie universe if designed could not have with their pulpit haranguet about sin anil 
been designed wisely, can Theists maintain justice ; and, finally, their fact, that god*8 



that they " every where discover the clear 
marks ot creative intelligence ?" In a former 
paper upon this subject, I have ventured to 
assert, that " to the Atheist a moth in the 
candle's flame, or a poor fly in the fangs of a 
Hpider, is a proof that tlie world could not have 
been created by a being infinitely wise, infi- 
ifitdy good, and infinitely powerful ;" an asser- 
tion which may at first seem hard, if not 
presumptions, but if fairly examined, it will 
be found that the denial of it involves a moral 
cmitradictioH. An infinitely wise and infinitely 
good god would design perfect moral as well 
us physical excellence, while infinite power 
^coulil jaot fnil in the execution ; so that those 
who say that all was designed by god, and in 
the same breath acknowledge the existence of 
evil will, if reasonable people, be constrained 
to admit that he (got!) cannot be infinitely 
wise, infinitely good, and infinitely powerful. 
But here another difliculty presses and 
affrights the believer, which is, the danger of 
tliinking disrespectfully of deity ; for all be- 
lievers in a god, at least all £ have met with, 
agree with Plutarch and I>ord }3acon, that it 
is better not to think of god at all than to think 
evil of him. Sound advice, but how to be fol- 
lowed by Atheists, it is impossible to under- 
stand. £ am aware that the Butlei* school of 
161 { 



der mercies arc over all his works, with tl 
whining cant about the miseries of human 
If there be a god, Peter rightly said, 
and of a truth, he is no respecter of ^ 
Thousands, nay, millions of unhappy 
have been torn asunder by wild horses, 
up in sacks and flung to wild beasts, sai 
slips, buried alive, flogged, flayed, and st 
to death, so tliat the earth, manured by 
blood and bones of its inhabitants, has 
played the aj)palling and sickening sight aii 
vast human shamble ! Trae, oh, Peter, ^ 
god is no respecter of persons, mowing dc 
with ruthless justice, toe noble with the 
tlie wise with the foolish, the. innocent 
der babe with the guilty blood-stained 
Th-t royal tig.'»v, Henry the eighth, died in 
bcd,-with a strong, "hope of a joyful 
tion ;" the gallant, the great, Honri QuatrSfl 
by the |X)inanl of the extra-religious Rai 
lac ; Ca'sar, it may he said, justly paid 
penalty of his ambition ; but what is io 
"dcubh^" agaiust the glorious 
Cato, or the cowardly assassination 
tal Cicero. Nnr would it be one whit 
edify ing or useful, if analogists and" all for 
best" men, would recuncilu with god*s 
child-birth agonies, a^rtional mistakes, 
the endless train of torturing diseases, " 
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var to." Hume has remarked, that a 
iTidence, bj a wave higher or a wave 
light, without any visible disturbance 
*af operations, have buried Caesar and 
ines ; nor can I conceive bow the bar- 
df nature would have been seriously 
d, if a wise god or providence bad 

proper to design less sufTering and 
joyment, less hypocrisy and more sin- 
ewer rapes, frauds, pious and impious 
lea ; with far more peace and bappmess. 
yiog Coisar with his fortunes, the 

of Rome and millions of lives might 
m spared ; an ovf*rruling }>rovidcncc 
asily have done that. liy a littl(> loss 
rute, and a little more of the rational, 
A brains, the earth might have been a 
\ ; and so it would be easy to proceed, 
Uuptt ^itb what might have heen^ and 
ght he, IF. a wise god or providence 
m1 the operations of nature. Hut I am 
m, that. all would be better employed 
rstanding what is than what might 
len, or might be, if nature was not 
reason not reason, and absurdity not 
y. Gibbon, in his notice of Zoroaster,* 
), that " the great and fundamental 
f the system, was the celebrated doc- 

the two principles, a bold and inju- 
attempt of J^tem philosophy, to 
3 the existenff . of moral and physical 
ti the attnbut«8 of a Iteneficent creator 
ruor of' the viiivene,'' Now it is a lume 

of tneologians to escape the inju- 
St of Zoroaster, which it is the secret of 
3rtions to 8.ubdue, for it is impossible 
Dce the reason of mankind that there 
ich thing as physical or moral evil ; 
} world, whatever it may seem to the 
nated, is absolutely perfect ; and thore- 
' belief in one god infinitely wise, infi- 
ood, and infinitely powerful, is both 
de and consistent, and that from the 
8 of things in this world may be fairly 

a state of immortal bliss in some 

C. S. 
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moves by iu own energy, bv a ntctrjBary 
lencc of ita hetcro^eni-ity. The diversity of 
constitutes alone the diversity of nmlt{!r. 
inguish beings from one another, only by 
arent iui]>reb6ious or niotiuns which they 
licate to our organs." — Good Srnsk. 

^e is from a work often quoted in the 
Oder the title of " Common Sense," 
ished by Cousins as " Good Senso," 
anslated from the French ; it is the 
Msition of Atlieiam 1 have met with, 

, Decline and Fall of the Boman Kuipirc. 



and I cordially recomm^^d it to the attention 
of the readers of tbe Oracle. 

Although agreeing with the idea of the 
writer of the above extract, I do not with the 
language he has used, when he says, ** Matter 
moves by its own energy " When we Sfieak of 
energy, we usually mean power or force di- 
rected for a specioc purpose, to accomplish a 
desirable object, and of course is inseptrablv 
connected with mental phenomena. This^ it w 
alinost needless to say, is not the idea intended 
to be' conveyed by the author, because he con- 
cludes the sentence by saying, that it moves " by 
necessary consequence of its heterogeneity," 
which I conceive to bo nearer tbe truth. At 
present matter is divided into forty or fifty 
simple substances, out of which small niinber 
philosophers assert all the innumsniiU^-^tigrie- 
ties of form, colour, quality, condition, &c., to 
be compounded. Here wei may see what stu- 
pendous results may proceed irom apparently 
trifling causes. We perceive changes so 
varied that any portion, however large, that 
the mind of man is capable of grasping, is so 
inconceivable small in comparison to tbe whole, 
as to afford no adequate notion of it — all of 
which is produced from a few units. If this be 
the fact, we maj^next inquire, how this is 
effected, or at any rate, how it would appear to 
be effected t 

" Fifty -four elements are presented to us by 
nature ; of these, only four are employed in 
the elaboration of all the wonderful creationt 
of living matter. Flowers and perfumes, 
leaves and wood, food and poisons — flesh, 
bone, fut, hair, feathers — when the chemist 
comes to look at all these, he finds such won- 
derful diversity is the result, not of the em- 
ployment of a multiplicity of elements, but of 
the combination of a very few, in varied pro- 
portions, and under tbe influence of vital 
agency ; for, having resolved organic mat- 
ter into its ultimate elements, we in vain en- 
deavour so to recombinc them as to form what 
we set out with. We can resolve wheat-flour, 
for instance, into carbon, oxygen, nitrogen, 
and hydrogen ; but we in vain attempt to re- 
produce wheat-flour, or anything remotely 
approaching to it, by any possible artificial 
re-union of these four elements ; and accord- 
ingly it has sometimes been supposed that 
some error must of necessity contaminate our 
reasoning- upon these matters ; but tbe truth 
19, that the cause of our failure apparently lies 
Jn our utter inability so to present these ele- 
ments to^eacli other as they doubtless are pre- 
sented to each other in the organs and vessels 
of living beings. Although, tlierefore, we 
can prove by irrefragable evidence, that the 
elements of sugar are carbon and water, we 
certainly cannot re-make sugar by any purely 
artificial combination of those bodies ; and 
this, in all probability, for no other reason 
than that v^ want the command of the circum- 
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stftnces under widely tbe carbon and water, 
or, in other words, the carbon, the hydrogen, 
and the oxygen, are presented to each other in 
the miraculous organisation of the plant. Yet 
is nothing easier than to show that by feeding 
a plant with carbon, and with water, or its 
elements, these will so combine within its 
vessels, as actually to constitute sugar. In 
fact, it all amounts to this : that the same ele- 
ments which in orgnaic bodies are united in 
ternary and quartemary combinations (that is, 
three or four together), have in inorganic 
bodies, a singular tehdency to combine in 
binary proportions (that is, two and two to- 
gether). For instance, carbonate of ammonia is 
an artificial product, and gelatin is a natural or 
organic product ; the ultimate elements are the 
same in both, namely, carbon, oxygen, hydro- 
gen, 'and nitrogen : in the artificial compound 
the carbon and oxygen are so united as to 
form carbonic acid, and the nitrogen, and hydro- 
gen constitute ammonia ; so that carbonic acid 
and ammonia are binary compounds, and they 
are the proximate components of carbonate of 
ammonia, which is also a binary compound. 
But in gelatin (or common glue), which is 
exclusively an organic product, the same ulti- 
mate elements are united M one quarternary 
whole ; and if I decompose glue, I can resolve 
it into carbonate of ammonia : but I cannot 
therefore convert carbonate of ammonia into 
glue, because I cannot subject carbon, hydro- 
gen, nitrogen, and oxygen (its ultimate ele- 
ments) to each other's action, under circum- 
stances which shall in any way correspond 
with those in which gelatin was formed."* 

From this, then, it would appear that it is 
only our imperfect knowledge which prevents 
our producing organic forms, with all their 
vital energies, precisely as we find them in 
nature, and of course, if it be our ignorance 
only which presents a barrier to our forming 
wheat from the simple elements of which it is 
known to be composed, and not the want of 
supernatural power, it follows, that an incapa- 
city to make man, also, must result from the 
same cause. So that here we have strong 
grounds to hope, that man may ultimately 
manufacture man from the "raw material," 
as the market may require, and thus pre- 
vent a redundancy of population, unless 
there should be a prohibitory duty, suffici- 
ent to crush his industry, established by the 
"collective wisdom." May not the rising 
generation see a monument erected in West- 
minster, or St Paul's to the memory of Frank- 
enstein ? 

I again quote from " Good Sense," and with 
pleasure acknowledge my obligations : " Should 
any deny that motion is essential and neces- 
sary to matter they cannot, at least, help 
aclmowledging, that bodies, which seem dead 

• Magazine of Popular Science, vol. iii, p. 1, 



and inert, produce modon of themflelvet,«te 
placed in a fit situation to act upon ODBVuAt^ 
For instance : phosphoros, when ezpowd I 
air, immediately takes fire. Meal and mm 
when mixed, ferment. Thus dead matter H 
gets motion of itself. Matter has thai * 
power of self-motion ; and nature, to aet,i 
no need of a mover, whose pretended 
would hinder him from acting. Whence < 
man ? What is his origin ? Is he then 
efifect of a fortuitous concourse of 
Did the first man spring, ready formed, 
the dust of the earth 1 I know not. 
appears to me, like all other beings, a 
tion of nature. I should be equally emli 
rassed to tell, whence came the first 
the first trees, the first lions, the first ele; 
the first ants, the first acorns, &c., as to 
plain the origin of man. We are ii 
told to acknowledge and revere the hai^ 
god, of an infinitely intelligent and poi 
maker, in so wonderful a work as the 
machine. I readily confess, that the hi 
machine appears to me surprising. Bat- 
man exists in nature, I am not authorised-^ 
say, that his formation is above the powiri 
nature. But I can much less conceive of 
formation, when to explain it, I am told, 
a pure spirit, who has neither eyes, feet, ^ 
head, lungs, mouth, nodubreath, made 
taking a little clay, Sa breathing upon 
* * * One atom of matter cannot 
another by chance ; this meeting is the 
permanent laws [modes], which cause 
being necessarily to act as it does, and h 
it from acting otherwise, in given ' 
stances. To talk of the fortuitous 
atoms, is to attribute some effects to chaaosi 
is to say nothing, except that we are i{, 
of the laws [modes], by which bodiss 
meet, combine or separate." 

Not only does certain elements when 
or associated together exhibit the phenc 
of motion as described in the quotation ; 
animal form and life would seem to 
from the decomposition of animal and 
table substances, which is nothing more 
the various elements separating from each i 
and entering into new associations ; wl 
course includes action or motion. 

From the foregoing, I would infer 
local motion (general motion there 
bo) is a result arising from the differenoe 
form and size of the various molecules on 
of matter, as well, perhaps, as from the inflL„ 
of attraction ; which necessarily- produces 
changing or shifling of position of those not j 
a state of rest, or comparatire rest, 
aggregation of attraction, as we -supi 
and metals to be. But even these are 
tinually feeling the effects arising from ec 
with the air, w^ter, &c. ; every partiole- 
which is continually chang^ing its positkm 
relation to other particles, as may be * 
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' Whatever, tlin, is io immediile 

' with maltPT in motion, Iionevpr 

|[ hard the (giiieaopni body be. il muBt 

jt aaStt from »acb ranuci, tlut is lu 

imjile fonu. Again 
r ba rreombinvil nnd deootnpoaed 

I coudilion ol' lui 
jU-gament urged bj enpematui'ulii 
^twuliam — ihaE thm which is 

K priHluce modon — fails from 
I. The exiratu id No. IS, 
"« iN/onrialJiiii, in relali<m to the 
iwldi, mast bare led iiractiiicd 
a ihc subject of ntateci " 
I, ihU if matter, from 
rapertio), would miiiinie Ibe form 
— Om, &f,„ having a regular anJ 
iea at reiatutioa, there eurel/ 
preTenl tbf same mailer, uodei 
AOH, cesultiog in orgouio form, 

Cgomena. la the langutige 
ii onu <•( the i.'M'ni.'r->(t>nt.'4 
ttafAlbdani. 

rfwfje u tiroof of lire, but 
"■ fJom m&iiwi, am' 

i^ ar{ftiuued bcdiei 
"" "■ e moiion. ii 



D. ap{>earaaii«i 
-■"i than n 



which 
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ninrofla.aeensed of an nMault on James C 
wearar, in Einroes, anil on Willinn ginpaotti 
crirainal officer, wbra iu the diacharge oT hi» 
dutT iis aQ officer of the lew, pleaded " Not 
guilty ." The following rather remirkabUoc- 
oummcd took place connected with tbia trial : 
— Oq Wilhnoi Simpion (the criminal-officer) 
being called to give his evidem;?, Mr. tagvi, 
the jirisoner'B rounael, objected to hit being 
jpiit on on(b, on Iho gronud that be profeaacd 
utbeiuo. Ibii fact, h« (Mr. Logan) was 
ready to prore by witnenes, and retHirad to 
AltBOp, Tol. 9. p. 43T, for the Talidity of the 
abjeclinn. Mr. Logan was then proo«eding 
(a argOB this point, vhcn tlie Ix>ti] Jaatioe 
Clerk said it was quite uimeceasary lo rrfcr ta 
any ButhotiCy in support of the Talidity of the 
objection. If Mr. Logan could make out tba 
point of atheism, there could be no doubt that 
the witnesa'n teetimony could not be reCMTcd. 
Four wituesies were Chen oiled by Mr. Logan, 
vlio iiTOVed that Simpson, in canveraation 
Uiem, denied the eiiatence of a divine 
being and a atate of Aiture lewardii or puniah- 
mcnts. The Lord Juatiee Cleik then «lal«d, 
ihnt from what had taken place, it voald be - 
{mpos8ib]i> to receive Bimpsbn'a eTidence ; 
whsreapon the advocate-depute for tbe cruffn. 
paf^Bd from the cbargu of nasanlt againat flka ' 
olGeer of juatice (Simpaun, the Atbeial}; and 
.!._ ...^___ ij }ia,iag plended "Guilty" to the 
Smarl wat stiuteneeJ to he im- 
prUuned in tHe p;nol of KinnuB, for one 
calendar mcinlb> — Tinu, May 9, 1843. 



. f wya Dr. Corpenicr) 

un ol' old. breatho 

I soi mating lii^ ; 

9 Mid Hkilftil at- 

rb, combine ilum 

.ITfcnus no as lo jiroiluoe 
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AN JUSTICE, 
g ^lat thv foUowio); b 



KitaDNe AGiiNin' Atuush. — Some peraon 

forwards (he five following itema. and on (heir 

account sets down Atbeiam aa being " unrea- 

donnblc and imprudent," — 1. Be cnnae it gives 

tolerable account of tlie existence of ths 

>rlil. — X. Nor does it |;iv« any reasonable 

louiit oftbe universal consent tf mankind in 

s apprehension, that there ia a god. — 3. It 

juitea more evidence for tfaiags than they 

are capable of. — 1. The Atheist prelenda to 

know that which no mm can know. — 5, 

Atheiam eontmdiats iteclf. 

. Atheism refers the " existence 
of the world "to natural cauaea, goddism to 
VVbieh ia the more ■■ tolerabU," 
Lb'at wB cnii underatand, or (hat we eoBHot? — 
9. O, yes, it does! It ascribes the "univer- 
' " 'if it he nniversal) " consent of mankind 
' apprehension, that there is a god," to 
isjii, icmnijiKCE. — S. Very trne, in the 
:ase in question. It requires soms rmnmabte 
■.inJenee (at belief iii a god. which is veiy pro- 
perlv admitted aa being " inoie than the thing 
ia capablB of." — 4. This is wrong, if god- 
knowledge ia mennt by the thing of jir*(me«. 
!isl does not "pretend to "know" 
i pralence and olTence il of the «ia- 
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trary kind. It is that he does not know him, 
and is somewhat sceptical whether other peo- 
ple do. — 5. Query? o.j.ii. 

KIDDLES FOR THE KELIGIOUS. 
If god there was, 'ere time tliere was, then tell mc if 

you can, . 

How tliis same ffod could he a god, ere time to he 

began? 

If time there was, 'ere god there wn?, then lell nic if 

thou know'st, 
How god thou, coming after time, etemitj' can boast ? 

Tf god o*er timo, or time o'er god, can date no prior 

birtli, 
AVhcreon do your beginnings rest, ye crccd-^'t^U(:k 

lumpe of earth l 



G. A. 



UTILITV OF METAPHYSICAL STUDY, 

It has been freciuently objected fo metaphy- 
aical speculations, that they subserve no use- 
ful purpose ; and it must be allowed that there 
are many inquiries in this department of 
intellectual exertion, which lead, in appearance, 
and even in reality, to no practical result. This 
is, however, a defect inherent in every pursuit, 
and can be brought as no specific objection 
agBinst the philosophy of mind. How many 
sobsta&ces'are analysed by the chemist, which 
can neVer be rendered useful ; how mnny 
plaiHii arc minutely described by the naturalist 
which might have remained in obscurity with- 
out the least possible detriment to thn world : 
bow many events are narrated by the historian, 
from which no boijeficial ini'ercnce can be 
drawn ! Tt seems to be a necessnry condition 
of human science, that we should learn mnny 
useless things, in order to become acquainted 
with those which are of service ; aud as it is 
impossible, antecedently to experience, to 
know the value of our acquisitions, the only 
way in which mankind can secure all the ad- 
vantages of knowledge, is to prosecute th(»ir 
inquiries in every possible direct ion, Thei-e 
can be no greater impediment to the progress 
of science than a perpetual and anxious 
reference at every step to palpable utility. 
Assured that the general result will be bene- 
iicial, it is not wise to be too solicitous as to 
the immediate value of every individual effort. 
Besides, th^re is a certain completeness 
to be attained in every science, for 
which we are obliged to accjuirp many 
particulars not otherwise of any worth, 
-Vor is it to be forjjotten, that trivial- ard appa- 
rently ui^lesB acquisitions, are often nece*«sary 
preparatives to important discoveries. . The 
labours of the antiquary, tlie verbal critic, the 
collator of mouldering manuscripts, the de- 
scribcr of microscopic objects (labours which 
may appear to many out of all proportion to 
the vjilue of the result), may be preparing the 
way for the achievements of some splendid 
genius, who may combine their minute details 
into a magnificent system, or evolve from a 
multitude of particulars collected with paiaiiil 



toil, some general principle, destine< 
minate the career of future ag^es. 1 
perhaps, are the labours of his pre 
even when they are apparently trifliz 
successful, of more service than to 1 
physician; and he who is well a 
with the sciences, can scarcely fail to 
that many of its inqviries are graduall 
itig to important results. I^nallied 
may appear to present utility, it is no 
ing much to assert, that the world m 
after bo indebted to them for the e; 
of many mischievous errors, and th 
tiou of a ^reat part of those loose ant 
opinions by which society is now pei 
Samuel Bailey, 

The Dedication prefixed to tiii 
EDITION of the BIBLE. — What must h 
the character of the men who could 
that miserably-minded wretch ; that 
ing and soul-degraded mass of loatbi 
King James? Why is that triple-j 
with tiger's ferocity, fangs and clav 
as an angel of light in front of p 
book? King James the first was 
^ous monster, and the right reverei 
in god whcr worshipped him in his d 
him to be such. — C. ^^Pembertotu 

How to CURE RELTGIOUS FOLLYw— V 

will not be reasoned ^t iffli^Tanity, I 
be ridiculed out of i^L — Sir i?. Uhstn 



NOTICE TO CORllESPONDEN' 

I.F.wis, Liverpool, wishes to know the I 
heaven and hell. Consult the geography a 
the^' are marked upon the mi^>8. 

1 . P. 8ug^.st$ that a review of Mr. Mi 
now pamphlet on " god" shoidd apiiear. O 
kinil will, at the cnrlient convenience. Th« 
is younij at ])rpscnt, and it would bo unp 




cooking- 

conuruous a? in the days of Macbeth. U; 
tosh's inrrnfian of a *' p^u-o miud" jrod is i 
tion of the jwvcrty <)f the time:*. Jt is sc 
every goflly attribute that it seems more U 
fortuuat-i; inliabitant of Q»»oen*s Bench, thi 
of the iini>prj<e. Have the Christians aec 
poverty btricken, forlorn, and bankrupt ^1 
i^ny, **As «-oll \hi poor as j<ry?m :«o." If tl 
tcith Mr. Mackintt^shV i^od, they can do m' 



Jtusf imldUhul, pn're 3d. — ^UbplV to a " 
on till' sui)je(!t of Deity ; deIi^efed in the* 
Mount Ilrinksnuiy, uf'ar Stl^ckport, by a Phi 
Iiupiirer,'' (m Sunday, Septc;ul>cr9, liwT. Bj 
Soi-TUWELL, lato Editor of the Oracle qfSti 
in- J[in>tol Gaol, — " Soeptirs have yet to 1 
thoii ?]t;\(ti lire aimed at the god of tlM^ 
well as Ht the i^od of I^niel, and tMH 
Athei>i.s arc the only ronsistont, thordQ 
liiridels among- Uvm ail.'* — Orfgen Jiudh«k 
ha I of all liberal booksellers. 



TrintPd by G. J. IIolyoake, 179, Broomh 
Sheffield; and Published for him bv a 
liookscllers. — S^aturday, May 7, 1813. * 
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1 ANOTHER NEW RELIGION. 



1 people bauaJ miAil nnd poclst 

rultrsinC and poliu'cul serrilih^fr, 

I, is a martor of some lpgiti»nt£ 

'ibei wearing the chains of menlBl, 

N|uea>Ij BTciy olW kind of slavery, 

iSeace of being 'Ugaeiatis ; or, whUe 

itlj ud liihls iiuHucnce, they can 

pitbat of laWt, lUfij be aobetjy and 

OkIj- queslii^j / However, ftjend Arm- 

— I! t|uite right in listing if n-^an) 10 "be 

r drietlttrs iii re/pgirHfj" na3 irilbout 

ID iuqpire ifbe meant nn ansner lo bo 

ilie Ontcl^^XVi pMee^d, ii) examiae 

Jlfevp weelsuhlve seen nni!w religion 
(!>■ (juits ft pioua curiAaiiy. Ii is id 
'iB eeoond pari of Ihe "itoolc of 
ll WoriV' f^•^ iv., by Bobcrt 
we want n new philoscpUy, or 
if some of tbe old one?, cao be 
: whatever can the world 
ir religion ? It is as easj to grant 
'inl a nevi- cliolera morbua. P" 
.k tk? inventor of a new pcatill^i 
ruer of same frcsih evil in F 
Who would ihaok St. John 
« vial of wrath la be poured < 
ve more than we know what to do 



f fftev 






. _. religion; bat no one else. 
tlwaght tlint the s^'ntenceii paMt-d 
nrBook" nrogi^nilor^, a>id on Cain, 
UltJ IhoulJ be Tetigioud, and be- 
Miubrluiie to posterity —that Adam 
onld be of some maKietrate'e te- 
Ctin a methodise. Tbig aappoai- 
! a little 'wrong, but certainly tho 
irscdl/ bad euougli, if riglil, 
mid, ibat " nberc tbi^re a 
ijKtGiy." Now what in tbn 

n ■ plain, sober-bend ed. 

OWcn, bftTc to do with 

irhiub he has so loudly and 

In the Fir,l Pari of the 

le* Mor»l World," chap, i., 

t Trial, y. SI. ^ 



111! hits denounced all religions. If he ii* 
then pKQUting aoiDe iresh one to D&r to tbo 
tBorh^ rt seems very like the old worid pranlKj 
of crying down other people's wares the baOJ 
to pass off hie SWn. But stay! LetuaM 
wIiBt Chili USUI religion i.". We live io acbangtl 
able world, and tue ourseofeigbtoeDae 
ma}' after all become a blesaing. fflth 






dawn in. aniaU ci^iilil 

Tbia is wrong. Truth bas notliiDg to do with * 
religion. Religion implies faii^, truth imjiliet 
ihilb's ttulipodPH— ?apr«. fieligion iti Buper- 
natunilism — tnilh rejecCfU. ' lleligion relstea 
to a gfld. Truth kiiowj nothing of one, he- 
cause truth is plain and comprehenaible ) ood 
God, oocarding to Mr. Owen, and all tbeolo- 



euA, md expeotation of future 



system of truthU-Socialir^ni : and aa " truth Tg 
nlwajs," Mr. O.aafB, " consistent with itaeir,S| 
let 114 see if it ia conaistent wilh rcligioO^ 
Sociali)<m, not only has uolhing to do witl:. 
rewardsaad punishnieiils, bat decidedlv tcacheav 
iliat mankind alio should hareuothiDg lodol 
with. them. What agreeinenti^ there bere wilKfl 
religion ? Socialiam prettribes duly lo enel 
other whom we da fcuow. not worrbip uf il 
inaompreheDkible whom wa do notbomr, au^, 
(if half is true which diriuea say of bim) wal 
ran know. Where ia truth's cbaiaq 
: ofconaistecoy in this cade! Hnkgiu 
hna been also deflned by that acute,. w^Jtt.^ 
~ ' compeieot authority, Ssmu^Baile^liS 
ree (if BctlwD and cuudiliou of ni ' " 
which will yleaae the being who \tm lbs , . 
of mankhid ia hts bnndai" Socialism iwui 
its preoeptA aud pranticeaoutnau's constilulioiu.,^ 
and its rvlaiiun to Ihi- external, palpable, tingin 
ble world; the wishes and pleaiuroofi- -— 

kjiowD bus no part or lot in the miuii-r^ 

aside ^teeiatiam'a leachioge, lior Dan] 

may ba fairly nvlwl.ahapstfadragtiaiiiT 

anil conduct to suit an imtmpnIitnHbIt, ua- j 






.r ll'itlaui 



THE OBACLE OF REASON. 



setti, umntelligible standard t The whole Bap- 
position is absurd. Qaerj — does absurdity 
belong to truth ? Indeed a man might study, 
till, like the yankee, he is thiu enough to thread 
a needle with, before he could perceive the 
connection between Mr. Owen's new religion 
and Mr. Owen's truth ! 



Because truth means one tbing'and rel 
another, something else attracts attei 
When Mr. Owen declares that truth u 
LiGiON and vice versa, he might quite as 
rectly have said, truUi is the holy ghost, 
the holy ghost is truth ; or better stiU — tn 
a haystack, and a haystack truth, for 
Now let us tread the slippery plane of mere 1 is much more beauty, utility and intelligi 

policy, and the winding labryinths of expe- ^in a haystack, than m religion, and the m 

diency, and see what is to be obtained by 



calling truth religion. 

Will the world believe it 1 Who will allow 
that to be religion, whioh rejects the bible 1 
It is agreed that truth derives its practices 
from " an accurate and extensive observation 
of nature's laws,"* not from prosy porings 
over mouldy, dull, contradictory, ana whimsi- 
cally stupid records of Jewish jargon. 
Christians will not allow this, and they are 
the men who rule the roost, get the luscious 
slices, and give to others the scrag ends. In 
Birmingham only one parson, and he the Rev. 
T. M. M'Donnell, a catholic priest, would 
allow that Unitarians are religious ; and they 
believe in god, the bible, sing psalms, and 
pray as solemnly as Methodist washerwomen. 
Why, if Mr. Owen had all the truth in the 
universe, as Atlas had the world, — on his 
back, and he had not heaven's trumpets and 
hell's fire with it, not a Christian would be- 
lieve he was religions. There is nothing to 
be gained except derision so far. 

Now let us look at expediency in another 
light. What is truth 1 The world's treasury 
of happiness and the good man^ guide. 
What is religion ? llio most stupid and dan- 
gerous nonsense to be found in the world. 
Then if truth is religion it is an unfortunate 
thing ; for after all our love and praise of it, 
it must go forth to the world with a hateful 
name, and of course a prejudice against it. 
Hitherto religion has done little else than give 
hardiness to fools, power to knaves, and ma- 
lignity to malice. A pretty associate this for 
truth ! It is sending it out with a libel on its 
front, and, as ** evil communications corrupt 
good manners" — placing it in personal dan- 
ger. The " science of circumstances " should 
teach better things. 

Nor is this all ; call religion truth and you 
alarm the fears of all the religious who are 
sharp enough to see their foe in any dress : 
and what is worse, they cry out that your 
truth, which is boasted as needing no man's 
help, hypocritically puts on their name ; and 
they sneer at it as a jackdaw strutting about 
with borrowed feathers in its tail. While 
those who know the tendency of religion 
•brink instinctively from truth thus infected 
and polluted. So expediency triumphs, by 
bringing that which all should heartily em- 
brace, into contempt on the one hand, and 
distrust on the other. 

• 18tb JUw of the Constitution of SociaUtsm. 

iro 



connection is therefore plainer between 
two than between religion and truth. 

To look at the case once more. This 
be the farewell aspect. See how truth 
standard is injured by its identificatioa 
religion. Ask the world what is truth 
you will have to pause longer than Brute 
in the Roman forum for a satisfactoiy i 
A thousand and one sects send up a thoi 
and one, or more likely two Uiousauc 
two replies. Then if truth is religion, 
various^ changeable, and indefinite is it ! 
offer it after this as the guide of men is 
making the chameleon the standard of c< 
or erecting an Eddys tone Lighthouse 
beach of loose and crumbling sand. I 
truth is not religion, is it anything ¥ 
know? Inquire what is morality — all 
in defining it as the sense and practice oi 
duties as best promote the common and 
versal good. That utilty is the has 
morality is acknowledged, and that the es 
of utility is trut/i, must be admitted, 
truth, if any second name is required i 
should be called the essence or ^and eh 
of morality, which has a venerable, he 
and -undying reputation ; which is alway 
everywhere comprehensible, and kind, 
worthy, above all things, of honour, re 
general acceptation, and love from the h 
race. 

It will easily be seen that the above rei 
have been written in the spirit of free inc 
With a person professing to think for hi 
it can be no question as to who wrote the 
sense commented upon. The only questi 
is it error ? and if so, it and everything < 
same kind, must be refuted, be the father 
they may. No authority must make foil 
durable. I would as soon criticise the 
takes of Mr. Owen as those of Jesus Chr 

G. 



IS THERE A GOD ? 

XV. ^ 

" Chairs prove a chair-maker, but does the yg 
prove a universe-maker] We have sedV 
made, but who ever saw gods make univers* 
li. D. Owen. 

The argument from design, or, as it is te 
cally termed, the argument a posteriori, 
upon one of three assumptions. The assi 
4ion that it is impossible matter can*be 
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tpeitibU ntUUat etmid, by iti 
pndaee the r«aulti wa bibolJ; 
, MJUi tbe evident mirlia a( nis- 
Mtitridmoe, impressed upon the uni- 
lid be the work of nught but s diviiud 
rke*e ihrei) impoiHbltt are na^uiop' 
itaftber^f lbs three, if admitted ui 
v\i draw after it, aa a conseqiinioe, 
aoe otottt, or mare than Biir, dcnijcn- 
r. It il dear, thnt if it bo impiuiiAte 
sr eu bo Mtlf-eiiatenl, matter mu^t 
I CKUed. Tbii idea of sluolule cr»- 
prodUtiau of aomelhiug from no- 
-^-| that of design ; for it is huiiy 
suppose Ibi — ■'- '■ 



pCMibillj; of absolute crt 

ty the existence of a ci 

foolish (0 talk abou 



ctrated Bod designed. 

« ibaa a mere Btitement of thu fact, 

lee anyone, tL»[ the trideal rnarkt of 

and ecmtriTBnoe, prore that Wiadom 

■ranoe hare been exerted ; ffhich, in 

Id, is but dpcliring irliat ne one in 

woald tbink of denying : it amount- 

B, that where we eee the marll or 

nnga or emduct, we conclude, at 

aueh tbin^ are, or have been, llial 

OM is, OF baa been displayed. Tlir 

M* aboilder of mare or leaa ingmu- 

Mte, beeau(;e bausea do not spring 

t groaai. Tike nots. We proporly 

bCMiM, it was deaij-ned tn be of a 

t, form, and material. Without 

we should no more knov that 

dtttgnni, than we do 

I to grow, the wolf designed 

iamb, ir the sua deaigned 



only ai^Ged a change in the Ibtm tf utter. 
Th4 nutboT of Oeoeais sould only mean a 
"beginning" of order, when "god created 
the liuaTea and the earth." Beffinning, like 
creation and annihilation, esniiot be rigidly 
interpreted. 1'be beginning of Genesii ia the 
chaos of the Greeks ; but of oLaoa order 
.ilrirstaraap, taught the roaalar of Epieuma, Aud 
wbenee chaos 1 asked the inquiaitire infant 
philosopher. But whether matter ha orderly or 
fhaolio, it ia still matter, formed or unlbrmed; 
il oeceaaarily eiiata, and if it neceaaarily cx- 
iata, bnw oan we eaoape the ooncluaton that il 
ia aelf-eiislent. If we cannot conceive the 
oreation of matter, we eannol beliere that it 
K-BS crested. It ia eaay to say we beliere, 
when indeed we only wish and try lo do so. 
The aatnmplion, that it ie iBtjiaiailt inatler oan 
be selfi.eii9teDt, and Iherefare there inunt be a 
netbing ! god who created it, may do rery well for 
doea it weak-minded people, who arc belter itliaSed 
wiih the uncupported assertion of theologiiuia, 
than the plainest teachings of aeoae and ex- 
perience. Nor oan the notion of abaoliUa 
creation be Justified on the score of aniiquiljr. 
The nnlioB is norel, a new faogiemant of 
philosophical Ibootogy. Neither ibe eagea of 
India or Egypt, oF Greece, or even uf Kane, 
had any " such aluff" in their ihougiits, Krea 
the seet of Cfariatiann, called Gaoatica, who 
were diatinguiahed, aiya Gibbon, as the moat 
polite, the moit learned, end the mo4t waaltby 
of the Chritiions, " blended wiib iIib faith of 
Chricl many auhlime, but obscure taneta, 
which ifiey oeriTed from orirnial pbiloaopby, 
aod efen from Ibe religion of Zoruaater, con* 
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me waa built as a house, thi 
«bsnKe pervETiily do men "o arto- 
At uiBt there must be a builder T 
I nniverae was Irnmed, then a framer 
er cannot bedenJed—and a framer or 
too. wbo exiaied before the world, 
is de«gned, muxt be younger than 
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I ideal, lypB. or model, of tlint pi 
bs Bctire and daring genius of Ari'- 
bim to the theory of an eternal 
Thin theory is scouted as inipioua 
. i; bt>t a rational ruuDn against it 
jet fallen in my way. By eternal 
I understand matter uooreattd^^l 
rjalble and invinble." In larour of 
is knali^y. All known analbpes, 
nun couoeptioDs, forbid the notion, 
ng e»er wna, or ever can be either 
ETCAted, or absolutely annihitited, 
I OMItlion and deitruotion will not 
t iBterpretation. Eren the Hebrew 
, WOMO has been rendered cryiu, 



rabic companion, an aottial creation, 
dern abiurdity — a notion diimarded by anoient 
pliiloaophera, or rather, one ao prepoaleroua, aa 
never to hare been entertained ^r tbam. But 
it ia worthy of rEtnart, ihat Ti h<! it- A theisa 
insist, that we are not wnrranted, by any ki|||* 
of experience, ia euppnsing either liauCid A 
matter, or mailer oreaiaWe or destructible; and 
urge, moreover, that it is insuperable difficulty, 
in the way of belief in one, or many gods. It 
is worthy of remark, L say, bow seipticat erea 
Chri^lisaa can beconK. They will even go so 
far as to sneer at Atheists, for being so exoea- 
ii?ely craduloua. It is not long since a very 
inlelligent and ainCHrely religious friend, re- 
monstrating with tha writer on the gt«uad of 
his easy faith in the existence of matter, whieh 
be contended, nnd properly contended, can 
only be believed in, urged as a reason 
why I should acknowledge a god, the ex- 
istence of matter not being, by any means, 
so clear to his mind, aa the existence of an 
immaterial god. Al^ declaring, that "it is 
guilt and fear whieh proJuefs unbelief in hit 
religious dogmas, he proceeded with — " and, 
after all, wh« U AX^KUia W\ a ^anfta <A\»- 
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lief ?** as though I had denied, that either my 
own, or any other real or supposed existence, 
was a matter of belief. But this I do deny, 
that any man seriously nnd honestly doubts 
either his own existence, or the reality of an 
external world ; men may dispute about both, 
but their practice shows they rarely doubt them. 
My religious friend contends, not only that 
Atheism is a mode of belief, but ** a mode of 
belief involving the highest degree of credulity, 
since it adopts, without evidence, what almost all 
mankind reject upon the various degrees of 
testimony which the case admits. I say/' he 
continues, " trithofiU evidence ! For how is it evi- 
denced that matter eternally existed?" to 
which T offer one only, but sufficient reply, 
by all individual and all aggregate e»erience, 
which attests, as far as anything orfmy truth 
can be attested, that an absolute creation Is an 
impossibility ; nor would I credit any man, 
who asserted that he as fully and firmly 
believed in the existence of a personal god, as 
in the existence of matter, lieligionists may 
labour to believe that they believe what they 
do not ; but though they may partially de- 
ceive themselves, they will not catch many 
men of this world in such a net of delusion ; 
and il' I do not greatly mistake, all readers of 
tlifi Oracle are pretty well convinced by this 
tiui**, that so far from its being impossible 
that matter can exist, act, and exhibit the phe- 
nomena we behold, by its own energy, the 
impossibility lies on the other side, it being 
manifestly impossible that a grain of mustard 
seed could by any conceivable power be pro- 
duced or desti'oyed. Absolute creation is a 
fiction : absolute annihilation is no less so. 
AH we know, or all we can imagine, as re- 
gards matter, is mere modification. All is 
included in the word change. Then by what 
kind of sophistry can it be made appear that 
the Atheist is pitiably credulous, for believ- 
ing that matter exists, and therefore eternally 
existed, and that the Christian is not at all 
credulous in believing that a god exii<ts, of 
whom he has not a single idea, that he existed 
before the universe was cii'ated, that he 
called that universe into existence by his 
wil] ; in short, that a spiritual being, of whom 
it is confessed none can have the slightest 
conception, by his almighty fiat, first created, 
and now maintains, the material world ? 
Surely no credulity can be so extravagant or 
so blmd as this, and yet we are to be twitted 
with the credulity forsooth of Atheists. That 
the ** great first cause" is least understood, 
even Christians admit, and yet they deem it 
no stretch of faith, "to firmly believe in what 
they least understand, at the same time taunt- 
ing, with all the pertness and flippancy so 
peculiar to them, men who rely on the evi- 
dences 6f their own senses, than the fanciful 
and most mischievous day dreams of others. 
!Nor is it merely that the evidence of our 



senses is less likely to deceive than super- 
stitious fancies ; but the simplest princijdes 
of common sense, what may almost be cdled 
the instinctive knowledge of our race, gives 
the lie to all that has been written about a 
designer or a god, who has been sometimes 
foolishly, sometimes wickedly, represented as 
liealous, revengeful, and cruel. As a deceit- 
ful tyrant, purposely hardening and corrupt- 
ing men's hearts, that he might lure them to 
destruction ; in a word, with all the attributes 
fabled of fiends. Then, upon what moral 
principle — upon what principle of any kind 
— can it be admitted that the world was de* 
signed and is now controlled by such an 
imaginary monster? Upon what principle 
are we justified in coming to the conclusioD, 
thatft self-existent universe has, in the past, does' 
now, and ever will act by its own energy, "is 
an impossibility ?" Upon what principle caa 
we refuse to accept the universe, that all cai 
see, and blindly believe, in a power who 
designed the universe, that none has y6t 
beheld ? Upon what principle are we called>: 
upon to believe everything, because we cannot' 
know anything and adopt without evidence: 
the pretended solution of the universal enigms* 
invented by priests for their own selfish 
purposes ? A monstrous medley-sol utioii» 
strangely compounded of folly, fraud, and 
mysticism. Even if we accept one only and 
eternal god, upon the ipse dixit of priests, 
harmony with what principle can we sup 
that he desires us to know him, and yet does 
not enable us to do so without mystery Of 



doubt. Were the "eternal truth" writt 
upon the moon's face, or the sun's broad dii 
in Roman capitals, in any intelligible charai 
the crime of doubling would cease. If 
by instinct distinctly crow^, ** there is a godf 
the thing would be' strange and tolerably 
vincing, but no such thing, it is not' writ 
anywhere, but only in books^ and crowed 
the cocks of humanity, the teachers of 
known knowledge, who find it very conveni< 
to make us familiar with their god, that 
eyes may be blinded to their duplicity. Tu 
upon what principle, I 'ask, are we ji 
in wasting our energies, and corrupting 
intellects by the vain pursuit of a phf 
an ignis fatuus, an '* unreal mockery" to 
neglect of that accurate knowledge, of those 
tuous delights, those unspeakable, joys that 
within our reach. To search after god is 
folly of the fanatic, who ran half round 
globe to find his own soul. Simple and 
cere lunatic ! who understood not that he i 
sees the body sees the soul of man as cU 
as souls ever will be seen, as he who 
matter sees god as clearly as it is possibte 
see him. Then answer, ye archbif 
bishops, deans, and subdeans; answer,^; 
Barkers, Brindleys, and Bromleys, upon wai 
principle of sense or vtility it is incuml 
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lapXtvy and rmuil 1iiit« set 
r, I n;, uM by tlic Ian-, but 
ig forlb your " Elrong reasoas," 
J ft^iDEnl tbst eelf-vxistctit 
impouibiUiy ; tbat uun^jsisleil 
]]r workuis and eternally cfaing- 
tubiUUi. SboH', if y? cm, tliat 
Maibiuty, excepl tin imoialeria) 
,{f}x > nathing by hi^ word, pro- 
log. FirM, dtidgitcd, Ibm cre- 
reguUles the UDivcrse. Show, 
fau^l*, ibBt beCBiue Lbe chnir 
m,tt been mule prares a cbiir- 
^ AS no one couM liare 
iversenialier. 



DrT Acti 



. The 



ThutLinl'i Action. So 

U lo bis inquisitive friend. 

reqaiaile sf ihcae champion- 

idl Imnadence. Tlie second ! 

Tb« Uiird I Impudence. 1 

iBijuiaitiTe readers : Wbit it 

■anit 1 IgnoFBnue. Tbeir 

rtMe, 'rhsir lliird ! fgnor- 

on. roguFi ■11, to j«d> nil ; 



irllEOUIiAR GRADATION. 



Hid, " Life ia nolliing:," 
D ; life sot being a iubstni 
erelf (be modes or coodiii 
let during n uerlnin period of 

ipoee gome aniniBl mat 
It of Ibo Bun ; lo-monu 
erideiwea of life, and tbe 
ckin: B chilling rrost or deto^g 
.and tlw aext day organic lite, or 
lAComolioiii bai ceased, decompo' 
uttn [^ue, and sLoitly ~ ' 
lamp, nbere but-Dow 

Tbeerideoceaof Urein plinti 
g of leaiea, lbe production t ' 
wrxf, and icfdsj ioaoinmls, tb 
■Mtion, coastruclioo, apeecb, &:i 
KcU Lnown to depend upon liglit, 
xerciw, all of wbich are pbj- 
d witbout wbicb none of tbpBe 
nitd be ubibited. No one ever 
Bg- »WBy life, aeparnting" it from 
and preaerviog it ae a Epecimen, 
am)d k brancb, a flower, an arm, 
Ve do not »ee In 



ind distinct from tbe form to nhicb it was 

supposed to belong. Our ihemisls bare 

"iljBed every tnown combination ofmalter, 

I diicided lbe relatiTe proportions of die 



lermining tbe eondiliDna under whicb'they. 
ua(Ie. 1 bsTe nevei heard of on exomiaation 
of the component pnrls of lbe '' breatb of life," 
wbicb tbe Jew Book »oys was " breatbed into" 

Dan's uoslTiM. ll is irae (bat lbe 
ntmoHpberic air in knoitn to be composed of 
onlaia proportioBB of oxj^gen, nitrogen, and 
hydrogen, and that ii is indispeoBablj ncceasaij 
for the preaervalion of existence, but this can- 
not be llie (ubGlance mentioned in the Jen- 
Book, for in another port ne are told, that 
" tbe lord gireth [lbs breatli] and the lord 
takelb away," which latter action we presume 
the wrileinaa much enamoured of, for be addp, 
id " blessed be tbe name of tbe bird." I 
quote from the recollections of my childhood, 
and hope lo be forgiren by my renders if J 
have oommitled nn error. Kow breatliing is 

n the science of language, a verb ; 
and tbe brejilb a substance, or a noun. Tbe 
action may cease and be no more, the sabstance 
never chatige. We inhale atmoipbeiio 
lod eibalc carbonic acid gas. Supposing 
lbe tenure of life lo be the mere caprice of a 
fickle bnt powerAil being, and to depend upon 
lbe withdrawal of a something which be bad 
given or lent for tbe period of bts princely 
fancy, and that Eomelbing lo be pure atmos- 
pberic air, we shonid be puzzled to account 
for the numerous deatha which occur in healthy 
localities and climates. We find that men nnd 
other animals die in lbe country as well as iu 
the townn, though not so frequunUy, from tbe 
difierenoe in tbe number of the population and 
their avocations. But have we not a right to 
eipect that animals, imbibin|; pure oxygen, 
sbculd live for erer, seeing that they are con- 
tinually nirr^undfd by the element which will 
sustain lile, if they will anhj breathe it I And 
that it is a libel upon the jualice and kindneea 
of thai being, " whose mtrrv endureth for «rrr," 
for stupid jurymen to return such verdicts as 
•' died by ihe visitation of god," when it is 
frequently clear (hat the deceased was such a 
character that no raftclabU pfrian would be 
sent apealiine to, much 1e^ tisiting; and 
whose death, like many others, was the result 
of indiscretion, arising from ignorance, or from 
ihe natural derangement of some important 
poition of his organization, and not from the 
applicaticn of aa air-pump by tbe "great un- 
known," who visits incognito, 1 presume J 

I concluded eomewbai abrublly last week, 
not having room to enter upon an inTestigstion 
of iho nolure or conditions of life, which I 
consider essential to a proper nnderslaodiDi 
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of tbe question before us. The position I have 
taken is, that matter and its modes, or more 
properly matter, for we only know it by its 
characteristics, is all that is ; and all that is 
seen and known, results alone from it, whether 
that be the falling of an apple, or the power of 
turning one's self apon one's self. 

The following extract is an illustration of 
Dr. Carpenter's views of the influence of light 
upon vitality ; — *• Frogs in passing from the 
egg to maturity, go through an intermediate 
state in which they are called tadpoles. They 
then not only have no limbs and possess a tail. 
but, like fishes, live in water, and breathe by 
means of gills instead of lungs. Dr. Edwards 
took a considerable number of frogs in this 
state, and dividing them into two portiotMf 
placed them under water, in perfectly similar 
circumstances, except that the one portion was 
exposed to light, and the other was excluded 
from it. This difference had the very re- 
markable effect of retarding the transformation 
of the latter to the state of perfect frogs. 
Whilst the tadpoles in the light had undergone 
the change, several of those in the dark re- 
tained their original form, but had greatly 
increased in size. The effect of the absence 
of light appears likewise to be shown in the 
colour and structure of the proteus, and some 
other animals, which inhabit situations in 
which light never enters." Here we see, that 
though some animals may exist upon the light 
never shone, others there are, and those the 
vast majority, who depend vpon it for their 
original existence. Again, " There is, per- 
haps, no spot oh earth, however dreary, in 
which the germs of many plants, and the 
larvee of shining and light-winged insects, are 
not hidden, though for thousands of years unde- 
veloped, and still expecting the warm breeze that 
shall call them out into life and beauty." 
Heat is here represented as the motive power, 
which in some cases is identical with light. 

My next illustration in support of the self- 
generation of organic forms and life by matter, 
includes the consideration of another, more 
gaierally diffused, and powerfnl agent, re- 
specting the action and properties of which we 
are as yet in comparative ignorance, viz., 
electricity. The annexed has recently gone 
the round of the public papers. '* At. the 
recent meeting of the Entomological Society, 
the subject of Mr. Crosse's production of in- 
sects by the Voltaic battery which made some 
stir, from its introduction before the members 
of the British Association, at the meeting at 
Bristol, in 1836, was revived by Mr. Newport, 
who stated, that a friend of his at Sandwich 
had produced the acarus crossli from a mineral 
solution, by a current of voltaic electricity con- 
tinued for eleven months. Mr. Gray, F.R.S., 
of the British Museum, who was present, 
doubted the possibility of their production, as 
similar expmmwtB had been made by Mr, 



Children, of the same establishment, \ 
out any success^ — ^the acarus oalvai 
the autumn of 1837, the scientific wb 
greatly excited by the announcement 
Crosse, of Broomfield, had observed n 
a previously unknown species, come ii 
among certain voltaic arrangements, 
the various objections urged ag^aSnst t 
nection with the electricity, was the p< 
of ova being in the atmosphere. 'At t 
trical Society, on Tuesday, a paper \ 
from Mr. Weekes, of Sandwich, d< 
experiments wherein he had obtained 
species of insect in a close atmosph 
mercury. Every possible precaut 
taken to exclude extraneous matter, 
^^Miil of which we shall not enter. 
of December, 1840, operations com 
at the latter end of October, 1841 , 
insect was seen ; on the S5th of N 
five were detected. Since that pei 
have been frequently examined. Th< 
contains several incidents interesting 
spect to the habits of these strangely 
creatures. Simultaneously with th( 
ment just detailed, another apparatus 
in an atmosphere of oxygen gas ; on tl 
February, 1842, eight or ten full gro 
were observed in vigorous locomoti 
solution whence these insects appear 
emerged, was one of silicate of pota 
with materials that were transferret 
furnace heat to boiling water, and filtei 
cover. 

The discovery of the unostentatioui 
pher was too novel as well as dangei 
allowed to pass unattacked, or its aut 
nounced, and a venal press was sooi 
in the holy work of defamation and d 
The gentleman, who had for years qu 
sued the even tenor of his way, was c 
shortly after giving the result of h 
ments to the world, to defend himself 
ungenerous and cowardly attacks off 
parties, one of them. Dr. Ritchie, in 
pute, is mentioned by Mr. Crosse, as c 
seems to have forgotten both science 
per on the present occasion." " The i 
says the Magazine of Papular Seienc 
not in the least disconcerted by this < 
cation. * Taunt on,' was their exultin: 
laugh grew louder, the fun more 
But subsequent experiments have 
we perceive, to prove the injustice 
' conduct, unless we think Mr. Weekes 
a rogue. The following may be ta 
specimen of the arguments put fo 
opposition to Mr. Crosse^s statement 

Attempt to Explain Mr. Crossi 
RiaiENTS. — " Respecting galvanism, 
chemical research has extended, we ] 
limits of its powers. It cannot chan] 
way the ultimate fbrmg into which o 
may be resolved; therefore the an 



THB OHACLE OF RSASON. 



ft dec 



ie aXtogethet] diniaet from 

mBtter in wbjeli Ibey are ini- 
decompoaB JnorgBiiic matter into 
~ remodels iia Btructnrp, or re- 
iolt or oilier compoundB, by 
'I'.'ment* ; but Ihrre u super- 
tirgnnic fonas a Wi vit/t, or 
. ilie greater gift or creatiie 



u power which reBolvas tlie 
9 proximate parbi, or Eoally 
il inio elMnenUtl convtiluenLi. mny nid, 
1 lempentare, in bntcbing ibe 
' J the evulDtion uiil growth 
B U IE ceitBin that eleotriciti^ 
wt&e gniiih of plants md powernillj 
''le germiiMtion of iit>eda, and ovolu- 
laria! tWm the ava of (he fiilVicorm 
T insects. It ia b? no meanK itieon- 
iMt tnleuJeular or iiuect otb miglil 
" f be nsHoeitiied witli eiUcic acid, 
D with aoetia (did, c g. lie 
Ded oels in viiK^gsr. Tbia beiii^ 
etneot the o»ii might coq- 
_,_ . t ffll llberiied bj tbo deconi]ii). 
fu» aOicBle or aitiea. It ia niDnBtrou? 
" it uaj pb^sical power knowa to 
r elMbic'iy or an/ other, could 
» Guriaiif and complicated 
Be into ita uecbimiBm Ibe 
T'Tbe *an of tlic whole matter, ae 
BCnMe'* eiperitneati are concerned, 
Y iktt — Iht cm Bf' the ncoi'iil derived 
ta dT tbe sourron mentiancd are 
J fbe elvciricii; of the galvanio bat- 
!l MtgAt Wter (s fa jBrgoOra, in onr 
fbf ihese (ili'-Tuimena, that timilar nr- 
". ..J.p rt*ir appearance 
-iicii u iha pels in 
I I t'ls in Tinepar — 
,'-.. 'each allet its 
'« 11 ill gpecimens of 
mined from viinnus sources, and Swn 
^HRV or in tbe oiy-h^drogec mieroB- 

^ I tibM cannluitfl, thiiiking I hare 

) eiWllU the reader to come lo a 

Ili^OJ^ upon it; and sufltcii^at to 

aswrliDn, tbat life ia eimplf a cmi- 

uller> vid notliutg superadded to the 
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cfnring departure, botb fruin 

■— >", in eome broaches of the 

t imdeavouting to abolish 

the Sunday wveninga. 1 



might mentiaa MTerat placac when ^ 

tried to be noluded. On Wedneidajr, 4p 
t?lh of April, Mr. M'lDtoab stated tbat " be 
bad DO Dbjection bimaflf to discuBsion on 
Sunday CTeoing, but a* that day waa aet apart 
for the worship of Ibe deity, it wai improper 
for any noiay deiiioiistiatians to be made on 
that nigbt, becauxe it amioyeil the feeling* of 
the Chrietian world, and could hue no being- 
licial effeet," Indeed! bow coaaiderate m 



>e all at 






years ago ; no, we were not so reepeulibhi 
then, and con«ei|aenllj cared lew about the 
uwilaaa cuBtoma of society ; but now, baring 
alliinnl a shaliby gentility, (in onrown opinion 
at least) wc haTO become apolc^iets for the 
verv customs and iustitutioos which Wb 
pledged ouraelTea never to rest until ws Md 
uprooted. Bead the olgan of (he Bodely tbree 
years ago, and then compare BUd judge (br 
yourselves ; — 

" Our friend auppo^ea we mean to oomprO' 
mise with the old society, and aaka, if wa mean 
to keep holy the aabbalh-day J Yes ; juM tta 
we do now every Sunday in this institution — 
deliver teclurea and discuas prinoiplea, in ap- 
prailiun In all tlie esttthliihed iRsliluIinnI Of llie 
cvnatry. 

" Is this compromisiog with the old world '! 
If we can brave society while we are depen- 
dent upon it, what may we not do when inde- 
pendent of it 1 Besides, if it be oecessary 
that we abould have one day of rest in the 
week, why not retain that which ia nmally 
observed! 1 see no reason liir going out of 
our way to disturb the prejndiBeE of nnv 
parly."— ft^ew Moiii World and MbbhoJ gT 
Seiinne, Srplnobtr Ist, t8SB. 

Birmingtiam, J. P^Tinsos. 



A Ne\v liAiLWAT ! '. — I'rom on auzielj (hat 
no imporlanl discovery should rem ainunltnown, 
tbe following ii preaentHd. As neilhet the 
Briliwh Asaocintioa nor the Geological Society, 
it is belieced, bas mentioned it, it may pro- 
bably be Bcoeplable to the public :^A abort 
lime since, the Newcastle and Cnrliele Bailwaj 
Company announced they would, on ■ certain 
Sunday, run (rains for ihe accommodation of 
the public, chnrging the sum of 79. Gd. for the 
trip. Mr. Bums, Jan., the great reviralist 
preacher, being iu Newcastle at ihe limfcde- 
nounoeil the liip oa being a trip Co hw for 
7t, 6d„ by phicarding the walla to that eSeet, 
and addressing the shareholders, inlbrming 
(hem tbat they ivould have a ihare in Jebovsh> 
wrath, wheieupontbafbl low iDgcounter-pUcard 
was inaued, Ds a reply, by the Infidel party. 
" A reward for Sabbaih breaking. Safe and 
suiFT return iVom HELL, on lard's day last, 
August fiSib, by the Carlisle Railway." The 
llev, Mr. Bum ia [espccHiilly inibrmed that 
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^ sabbath party had a "safe and sirift 

f^tasure trip to th^ infernal regions, and found 

the establishment so completely crammed with 

hypocritical priests, excepting a few reserved 

,8e8l^ for the Tyne Bridge grocer, and other 

" Newcastle saints*' that the old boy Nicholas, 

* after kindly enquiring for his friend Mr. 13 — 

whfiQi he had been expecting some time, posi- 

^ tivefjr refused to "hook into hell" any other 

person whatever. We were, therefore, allow- 

.,j^^ ed to " return alive " by the same * safe and 
^wift' conveyance to "canny Newcastle." 
A few spirited merchants among the passen- 
gers formed themselves into a company, and 
^ade a large purchase of brimstone, (the 

*^ devil like the priests having no objection to 
■ "filthy lucre " on the lord's day,) which they 
mie safely deposited in Carliol Street, where 
they intend opening a new patent lucifer 
AiATCH MANUFACTORY uuder the superintend- 
ence of Mr. Burn ! ! ! 

The *• brimstouc" being newly imported from " hell," 
Tho matcheis are warranted to "burn" bright and 

well, 
la the name of the devil, a lover of priests' souls, 

JOCELYN, 

I^te bishop of Clogher, an.d chairman to the Society 

for the Suppression of Vice. 

Query, — If it only costs 7s, 6d. to go to 
hell by way of Carlisle, why should the priests 
charge ten times the sum to go to heaven by 
way of chapel ? 

The Harmomy op Prayer. — One asks an 
east, another wants a west wind. Turks are all 
bawling and screaming on Friday, the Jews 
groaning and grunting on Saturday, and the 
Christians snivelling and psalm-singing on Sun- 
day ; and in tbe intermediate days the Esqui- 
maux, Catabaws, Winnebagocs, Otaheitans, 
Hottentots, &c. are all hard at it, bellowing out 
divine service in their way. — Yahoo, a satirical 
rhapsody. 

Classical Outpourings at the Throne of 
Grace. — Whitefield, in one of bis ranting ser- 
mons at Glasgow, in the year 1742, thus ex- 
presses himself ; ** O Lord, dung us with Jesus 
Christ, that we may bring forth much fruit 
meet for thee." — See Lewis's Memoirs, And in 
writing to Lady Huntington, the same preacher 
of the blessed gospel says, *' I have just now 
risen from the ground, after praying to the 
Lord of all lords to ivater your soul every 
moibit, honoured madam." — Southey's Wesley. - 
[Query — was it to be done with a watering | 
can ? Ed. O.] Tom Brown quotes the follow- i 
ing prayer fi-om one of the frothy spouters of! 
his time. Souse us, O Lord, in the powdering tub i 
of thy grace, that we may become tripes fit for ! 
thy heavenly table ; sweeten us with the | 
9ugar candy of thy mercy, O Lord, that we may ; 
aU be rendered (oliypops and hulCs eyes for tlje > 
^ righteous in kingdom come. — Yahotu \ 
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CKEATION OF WOMAN. " 

Adam, like Faddy at Ballin, crazy, 
Wiglied a wife to make him Ufuup; 
Jehovah, therefore, now {iroposea 
To make him one ; «o whila ne dozed, 
(Unless we are told confounded fibs,) 
He twitched oft' one of Adam's ribs 
Fit for the purpose, from his side. 
With which he made him a smart bride. 
For though -mth dust, which he h&d scm 
He had a Yahoo neatly patchM up. 
He didn't think such dutv stuff 
To make his wife of— ^ood enough ; 
Bubbish might do to form a lubber. 
Destined to be a garden grubber: 
But for Miss Eve he took more care. 
She wasn't to be earthtmtare. 
Had she been made as he was first, 
'Twould only have been dust to dusi. 

Paradise Lost, not bf 



NOTICES TO COBUESPOXDES 

B. Haobn, DbbbV.— I think friend Hi^ 

his communication when, like Casaius, ** 

tempered vexed hira." Were Uie persons i 

write in the Oracle always to subscribe 

names tho repetition would soon be said t 

egotism. The initials of a person are aim 

stood as sufficient for his identifie^on iHieO 

quired. They besflpak the willingness of i 

to satisfy any one upon the sulnect. B 

Mr. Hagen sec that the first and third i 

No. 17, have attached the initials tA a nai 

in full on the first page, and on the last ? Ai 

I suppose he would not swear, but wouk 

' an affirmation that he does not know th) 

'• editor's ? Then there are few persons i 

giving an opinion upon the Socialists* proce 

I the " last two years,'* but can tell that * 

I stand for John Collier Farn, a name, I ki 

; at Mr. Hagcn's or any one else'sjeervice. * 

' Richard Redbui-n, of Branch A \* 

I do not feel called upon to defend tbe s 
of every person who speaks lu the Oracle, oi 
leave these gentlemen, as they no dcmbt % 
to be left to answer for themselves, just bJM 
for space's sake to be brief as possirae*. ^ 
to the last general objection contaihsd in 
epistle, I would just remark, tliat not Only ' 
I am able to judge," but also asiSw asl 
writers in the Oracle, their object is simpl; 
plain truth on (questions tiiey deem of gre 
tanfee to Sociahsts in particiQar, ^d mi 
general ; and they do this without ^king ti 
judiccs shall they attack; whose follies tli 
with profit conni\ c at, or whose vanities ea 
flatter. O 

A. £. N. is thanked for his communicati 
may be used at a future period. 
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Lra s careful eiBmioatioD Hould ahon 

irj thing Id a greater or leaa degree 

I it> kiaa. BiiC, ia nny thing in lli* 

»ay to te cdmnared with the pro- 

>» of words? Words heget words, 

. nrentothem. This ib little to 

leTed Bt, for the proprieties of speech 

-iitdi DsdentDfld as are the just ;ro- 

■ of SuUlght sod nctioa. 

\' ^kj be defined the picture of ideas 

'vintheiDind.udortbeinnRnerin 

_,.., . ThHV it will be seen, 

ErW^ aatarxl, not the stilf, rormiil, 

BlA'it^ teodes of writing rtod (peeking. 

^^ ^ the maimer in which people ehould 

la their thoughts. 

m always remEinher that all pro- 

J^Ifnguatte is nUdict. Atiy ward is 

crtibinhis notunderetood by the part; 

n Itlatddressed. Hence ui onth is 

' fl nothing else would be intel- 

, to use a common phmse, i» 

p Dot ■ fandamentat error at the botl 

J freely passed 

, ]d " Tiolenl " li 

1"^ mra persons exeleim, " Oh, he 

* '• Bxpreased the ■nroe thin 

a Wet ohjectionnble wfij," t 

jtnBirstindwhntlhejiay P Thi 

"fS iSf be etiouid have expressed hilnself 

^•nd plailily, does not their 
} ia tiia aBsampUon t^at any ideas 
in eSpmwed in a. certain smooth, ap- 
li'aiul meaji-any thing tasnner. Bo' 
Im; la wtihjUtht child af Ihuughl) 
fr^MylMgoage eipr — "- -^-- 



guage to gi™ way, as it ODgbt, lojaaOu** 

When a maa hat falbf and acaaattly am. 
'eyed hli nuanin;, can he en any one elw 
!on icy the same precisely in anv other wordaF 
No, decidedly not .' Then thii follows, that 
they who aUTise a maa to aee any set oT 
Dsmby-pamhj pbrases, in exchange for Ihoae 
of hU own natnisl selection, act a* tfaej to, 
order to changB a man's oontieti*)!^ 
sddrcH motiTes (□ the will, iDstead of argn- 
neats to the nnderrtanding. It is saying, 
' Che taaguage yon uae ia irritativa and atirt- 
ia^, il will he safer and more rnpeclftblB to 
foiploy milder;" instead of which, the Irae 
lonrse to pcreae in changiBg language it to 
:hange the thought which gate rise to ilK 

When a man tils down to fretly inquire 
if^er tmth, he can honestly make no Vtlpula- 
icns with prietli, pride, with his Iilendli, Dor 
rith his own intereati as In the concliiuaiia 
itwhichhe shall arrive. And baring uri Ted 
it them, he can maJce no agreemesl as to the 
enns in which he will express ihem— fbr all 
lepeuds upon (he accidental contemporary 
iiiatenceofcErtain prudent, planiihle,ind ap- 
]ro*Bd stereotyped phrases, and the uotHic- 
rictiOQS which he is to hold. IF the*e da not 
!xiat together, and be esaaya to exjiTeSs Ms 
lew aen[iment<,he must run all Hats, and jnit 
igainst fastidioos cynicfl .and ceremonimN 
^hnrla n lieep bncb the kernels of hia 
thought For the world will toterale only 
the aheiia of tmtb— the shadow, DM ttie 
auhatance. 

HencE, it will appear Uiat objection* to i 
maimer of eipreasinn merely are svperfirittil^ 
They ariae from lonkingmly ene ei * ~ 

.r.tji. I ■■■ ■ 






onght to make n 



ihyaoc 



.ttendadto. Hen should 
take the advice of Baoon, and search two «r 
three causes below the aurfaoe of things. 
These reQectiona are warmly oummended to 
the reader's careful coDEideratioD, because by 
'ome it is made to appear thai style ia meis 
maltet of choice— that the groat *I[UH«U ' 

for full mmisl freedom is % ma t -^^iit i -i 
childish objection to tbe Me ol vifftflpH0^ 
i t is sODgtit to \ie shown ftiM toeq f)S *TP* ' 
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BODy not for principles bat for forms of 
speech. What in the use of thought if we 
are denied its exprension P The right of ex- 
pressing it how we like is as sapred as that 
of thinking what we please. We cannot be 
frtt without the one, nor ut/^viX without the 
other. It is in vain the mind is free, if the 
tongue is tied. As restraints on the one are 
broken off, the restrictions on the other must 
be cast away. Men can no more speak justly 
in the hampering phrases custom and expe- 
diency prescribe, than think freely with phains 
in prospective as the penalty. Perfect free- 
dom of thought, and full freedom of speech are 
twin brothers, and should never be separated. 
Sincerity and delightful variety are the noble 
rewards of their union. And moreover, there 
is inculcated the invaluable practice of call- 
ing things by their right names, which is of 
more importance to society than all the hollow 
compliments in the vocabularies of politeness, 
or aiU the qualified phrases that ever danced 
on a simpering tongue. 
G. J. H. 

POLICY venw PRINCIPLE. 



TO THE SOCIALISTS OF ENGLAND. 

LETTER XII. 
« Honesty IS the best Policy.'' 

Friends, 
Congress will meet in May, and much 
good is hoped from its deliberations ; at the 
last, it was hinted that any future congress 
might be unnecessary; and even boldly 
prophesied that some time before that day 
twelve months the old immoral world would 
be entirely broken up— shivered to very 
splinters. But, alas! the hard-hearted in- 
exorable fates, who ** lead the willing and 
drag the unwilling,'' had otherwise decreed. 

It is far easier to prophesy a good thing 
than to realise it, or we should have had a 
new moral world years ago. If the busy 
tongue of nimour may be credited, the new 
moral world, in consequence of some unfore- 
seen accident, is postponed till further no- 
tice ; so that, at least, one more congress 
will precede the final destruction of our 
present wretched, worn out state of society. 
Another rumour is, that the ensuing congress 
will be oue of presidents or fathers. You all 
know that the members of former congresses 
were delegated by a majority of their respec- 
tive branches ; as might have been expected, 
such delegates will now cease, and the father 
<if the branch will represent his children in 
congress. It is rather my hope than my 
expectation to find these social fathers aping 
the glorious conscripts, and your congress 
emolatiog the virtues of a Roman senate. 
I/It te M rumour states, I shall be much 



the new paternal govemnient, as it i 
fairly carried out, and the hollow sc 
centralization seen in all its force ai 
weakness. The new form of gov 
had from the first my hearty op] 
because I saw that it was a specious I 
attempt to cure the evils of divis 
folly, by the still greater evils of t 
spiritless submission on the one ham 
very charitable despotism on the oth 
opinion is, that a congress of social 
will be more disastrous by its uni 
any prior one ever was by its divisi 
let us wish and pray that it may n( 
let us pray, if that be of any use, i 
branches have not elected men of st 
those who will have the courage to i 
the cause of principle in congress, 
very superior quality of common '. 
With a view to aid those who ma 
disposed, I shall proceed to set dowi 
and succinctly, that which to me 
worthy of approval in the practice 
party, and that which should be 
reprobated. By doing this, whoevei 
deputed to congress will see the sort 
they have to pluok with me, and li 
dent men, provide a bag for the : 
My pecadilloei it is more than prob 
be noticed in congress, and that, pei 
no friendly spirit. My object in th 
then, is to give the pith of what I 
and what I object to in Social policy 
no member who might choose to bai 
shadows, or less than shadows, his 01 
ceits, will be able to plead ignoran< 
apology for injustice. Approving, 1 
by far the more pleasant part of tl 
shall take the lead. I approve of 
operative principle in the abstract 
generally applied by the party in ya 
of science, and at Tytherly. It s 
me morally certain, that where thei 
opposition of interests, disunion anc 
are inevitable. There is not a mai 
party more firmly convinced than 
that all for each and each for all is t 
enlightened principle of action, bu 
yet lent myself to the delusion that 
tition is alwayi* an evil, or that < 
ation is Silways a good ; or to the delui 
more gross and mischievous, that an; 
is ripe for an entire chans^e of pnlj 
well as commercial system, or fully [ 
to act upon principles of perfect 
Such well-meant delusions receive tl 
apology as the pious frauds of prie 
apologies avert not mischiefs. Fals 
a weapon that generally recoils u 
hand that wields it. 1 approve of 
principles, called by your party fui 
tals, though it is much to be wish 
soxne com^^tetvt person was employe 



If It M M rumour states, I shall be much \ some com^etetvt person was employe 
gntHfed, It hsts loog been my witli to see \ lYieiii vd ^*dce\i\., ox i«.\Xi«x> w^ "^XvSXs 
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lorptlce, clu 
fehteMily he shown that though theprin- 
% majr be defeodpd, it ji quite impossibh 

ibicb the; are eipreued. Indeed, thi 

Moftbe ratioDit]9y3ii>m, is, taken nUiii 

W of thiimastimperrectofMr. Oaeo'i 

■Mtioni.and b; □□ menoK fitted to be 

it-boak of a philoiophic&l purl?. 11 

Duly wordj aod ill-enpressed, which 

biffing dcfecla, oFlilUe campanttive roo- 

tt bat exhibits tokeniofa Tar mare aerioiu 

Some eathusiiistic ndvocstes hare, a: 

lashly uudertBki 



Jr. Owe 



■hich i 



dertake. Thus has 

inbrief the eitent of my approval; 

■ amiew afirtiich, it «ill appeitr that I 

rs all that tcimt the batis and spring 

tr practical operatiOQi; dl yaurendea- 

Irtn impran human characiler in har- 

% with the Important principle thai men 

Mtnm of circunutanoei, in a sense 

iDgnQ linitation, ha>e aiy beartieaC 

ItlbrthBirsncKu; while tbeetpBrimtinl 

my Ihinkin;, one of the 

Eiaiportant tad osefal that caa he irtia- 

■' Dnducted, as probably it will be, 

, kill, and integrity, incaloulable 

k Out benefit derived by suffering hu- 



it the public, • 
■■ ■ a of cc 



:h deoepticin can only bring 

and ridicule upon a cause 

a llanipden,araCatD. 

la amuae your enemies^ 

p friends hlash, by talking 

U.B^s of gold, and whatnot, 

hundred arid forty t«a. 

eninm is very pleasinjt, 

SDFortDnitely is not yet 

L A heaven below the 

tt far D? forthe present gener- 

Ealbafiasm ia excellent, e>pe- 
^ ataea united vitb a geuerous and noble 
t without aome 
I, buttle short of amiable madness, 
t from Paris to the 
tneerinity inquired Charles the 
"Peliiaps twelve, but rhey will be days 
tit;'' replied his intrepid French pri- 
Yaa may be unlj as many Jags Trom 
Miam as Charles the nf^h «a> from 
n yal, like him, never get there. The 
fiHyn of battle may, if not skilfully 
" ■' ■ ■ ■ enturiee. Uy nbjeclii'm 
" Rational Religionistx," 
" Universal Commnnity Soiiuty "' 
K, quite long enough, and iu all 
ftncpmti, better without such a tail vf 
' ■ " * a party, jou have not, or 
anything to do with r«li. 



indiffere 



your meoibers have no more religion in them 
than my young lady's lap dog— wlio are far 
from being the less intelUgent or valuable 
on that aceonnl. Nor is it merely because 
my religion happens to be of the dog khid, 

religionists, no, it is not merely the absurdity 
but the dishonesty of il. The namewaa 
adopted, and is stil! retained aa au expedient. 
To escape the clutch and obtain the pro- 
tection oflaw, was the cause of that singular 
christening. The motives of those who 
advised sach truckling were, doubtlsss, good j 
bnt.asthe blunt friend of the be trayedStilicho 
said by the cowardly Hanorius, ^' 1 know not 



«iDh conduct, I only 


kaow ^al yon have 


used your left arm to 


cut off yo«ir>ght.'' 


The taking o 


f oaths 


>y some missionaiies. 


always appea 


edtom 


highly ohjecaanahle. 


ftbeytook 


he oath 




was dishones 


i if c 




foolish: novr 


either 




ncunsistent w 


th the 


ost aJvoeaoy of en- 


ighuned pri 


ciples. 


[ objeel to the new 


form of gova 






given above. 


t being 


he ludicrous blunder 


of putting the 


cart before the horse, but U a 


move calculated to Ih 


ow power into hands 


which ha?c t 


3 much 


already. To me it 


appears a ha 


d limite 


Hon of an axeerahle 



The Jesuits showed to perfeolio 
the advantage and disadvantage of a govern- 
ment of unil^ i but you shall hare my con- 
viction without fear or Battery, which if, 
that your party is no more ina condition to 
BpeJesuitutrfHej,than lo practice Jesuit vices 
Had proper care been taken with regsjd to 
Ihe character and general acquirements of 
those claiming the privilege of membership, 
it would have been of little importance what 
form ofguvemment you had, the inlellecc 
would have been with yoa, and where that 
is, all other ejieellencies follow. I object to 



:o say t 






id for t 

eveuts, than a religious system ; and heaven 
kuows.ur rather we all know that aten are sur. 
feited by reli^ous systems. When any of ui 
get into a first-rate community, it will b« 
quite early enough to regalate sexual intar^ 
course. My own opinion ia, that taokiog % 
marriage system lo the philosophy of social- 
ism, did more to bring the system and the 
philosophy into coutampt than any other 
single cause. There is no perceplihlc differ- 
ence betwien the absurdity of a marriBgit 
system of the new moral *orld. and the 
religious system of thf new moral world. 
The regtilaliou of religions opinions and 
sexual iutercoorse must <!ver be GonUngeat 
upon the general eircumslaaces ofMj given 
period uritaCe of society, tcl all i|tnflloi» 
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MB. MACKINtOSH-S NEW SOD. 

t of goi idol* Md mui below, ^^^ 



bt freelj discussed, whether mttniage, n!i- | 
gioo, or any other; hut ii ii abiurd to ar- 
range details for (atnre age*, instead of 
making judieioui use of materials for the 
pfwent. There are many other objection!, 
did space permit me to enumerate them, but 
1 must content myself with one more, whieh 

id, perhaps, the most important. Thatobjec- _ 

tion ia to the indirect, but, aa to me it ap. | f^'"j^^ thef Jbiew, or to Uiat thw foon^ W ''' 
pean, insidious attempta made hjio" ka,sd on rational eTidenoe I tfolwll ^. 



Ho* the path of learning would ia" bean ,_ 
aothed, what heaps of mataphyiical lomtw 
-eared, and what idnmes of — *—- — • 



id conGaed their 



:o check, if not stifle, free diBons- ^^^ 
sion. Every miuionary must hace felt this, ' 
though, perhaps, few dale, that is, can 
afford, to offend the executive. The late 
notice of the Central Board, eij 
desire that the lectures delivere 
Sodal Institution, on the Sunday 
should be oooflned to the eiplanation of the 
rational system, was.tomj liew of things, 
a stinging insoll— one which, had it been 
offered to me by the board, would have beei! 
the JiriJ and but. My fs 



ir qiplioation to the subject nnda 
uoniiaeraQOn. 

The diatreas of the times to one claw, M 
the income tax to anottier, are ealimida 
eDouRb to be borne at one period, but to tkm 
ia added a freah miafortime — the impOTtaliii 
of answdeity ! . 

The gentleman to whom wo are mdeMe 

for thia/flpor, is a perfect genius iu hia wi] 

QOthingjfrom the i 



1 with indigoati 






leither 



light of tbatordei. 

nor less than a genteel notice lo qoii, n 
restive missionaries, whose tongues are 
of the orthodox length, and ready to 
■hen and how, and only when end 
the board is"deBiroas." ThefoUowiog 
my friends of Lambeth, wi 
reaiarkably docile to the voici 
or in the habit of inquiring i 
turc for them, or what should be lectureil 
about, to their surprise, no doubt, were ad- 
monished, " that the lecturea delivered ui 
the Social lnatilutioQsahouMbeconflned,"kc 
Mr. Wright, it appears, not having on thi 
previous Sunday lectured on the " Kationa 
Myite, ■■■■■' ■• ----—..' 



a world, - — — r-- - 

engine, to the mannfacture of a god 



of authority, 



ioyot 



.illpe 



fethattiier 



_. . laid, Mr.T. 

Macintosh ia the author of aeveral woiki 
science and morals, which do his ball , 
jch more credit than the one now hefto | 
,, entitled, " A Dissertation on tiie Beini ; 
,d AtiTibntes of God." Mr. M. on ms*; 
lestlcna ia a ahrewd, senaible man, anii, u , 
:b, one of the worst possible penwns for U* 
asent uudertaUng and object. He need »■ 
declare that "ignorance was the mother* 
sole darling rf 






dgodm 



plwD truth is. that the party has doui 
worit, and there is no more employmen 
the free inquiry way. There is a glut of 
talkers in the market, and the board no» 
want wtors. Gibbon informs us that such 
was the strict subordination of the Calho^ic 
chnrcb, that the iame concerted aounds 
might issue at once from a hundred pulpit! 
of Italy or Egypt, if they were TONED by 
the master hand of the Roman and Alex- 
andrian primate. Whether such strict sub- 
ordination will ever prevail in the Sociul 
pnlpilsitwouldbe raah to affirm or deny; 
but it seems not improbable, that the voii 
of yonr misaionaries will be so well tuned 
the master hand, that the same concert 
sounds will issue upon all proper occasio 
from the various Social pulpita. The party 
i* Indeed rapidly tending towards a well 
Mned uag-song, unfortunately, at the cost 
oifmanlal liberty. 

Yonr veil withei, 

G. B. 
ISO 






._ild. "Now knowledge ia beyond ia- 

the foe of ignoraace, and byinfercMt 

to her oSpring; then, in the proporti« 

Mr. M. is removed from stopidily ia hi 

for his task. As a goddiat, I "bonll 

rA irlih fiiTTKidpTsble suspicion all it- 

:b and reason lo bolit« 

ice of my favourite U. 

forld,"for they ever do moat to lay illow. 

My patroniaing hand should be ]vi on lko« 

who would believe thinga divine in the raw 

of their mystery, and awallow ihem, aa T«- 

tullian did miraolea, Ibe more readily bacaw 

)f their impoaibilil}/. 

The " Dissertation " occnpies some fi^ 
lis pages, much of which ia lillle coanetM 
with the subject j the most uaeful part is Ihit 
having no direct reference to the main ^oaj 
lion agitated, hat is given for the benefit rf 
the uninitiated reader. The whole afibris 
another proof that religion tinctures with (»■ 



learly 



the beat m 
every page ii 



a' 



The spirit peroi'iBJ 
,_„. .- Jie unoandid and in- 

,^ _„, S,"t all who difier from Mf. 

Hackintoah are either " etijpid higots," « 
" atjpid Atheists ;" and it is not wilhont ««■. 
peotation of being clasaed under cme of lh««, 
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ha D^atiTe ezonnion of leHrning i mppon tittt matter i 
9disfui(." It maj be remarked, vichout po< 
J, Cfaat tbiB in the right scent, the | u if uny n 
lich the dinicultj ii Dot great of else than power b; the U 
orer tbe coDcluaion that pcid it do- i beiug nothiDfi: but the maierioi maaiieiiBiiim 
nainahle h; sense or analogy. of power. Should Mr. M. argue that mo. 

A of oefiatioa comoienoea with de- | tion ia comiDuiiicaled, and aak for the com- 
ptnonalily of god, and hJH crmlorial | mUTiicator, he is referred to hie own " EUeo< 
le, then hiiGrat-CBiiseehip, omnipo- '. trieal Theory of the Universe," where be 
t, inlinite justice, infiDiCe viadom, hiauelf answen the question when put by 
odDeaa, and alt the other inlinitiee, the Newloniaiu, ia support of what Mr. M. 
«e, orown, throne, aceptre, hwtTcn, styles the " primiliwc theve.'' 
Jew Book," and the whole para- | But Ur. M. eraays to oTerturn the " VBlgu 
ol religion, hell and the devil ex- notions of Atheistt," nnd Co gire them tuh- 
'bom he does not even deign lo JinM notions of deity. But if power ie god, 
verily, rerily (as Chritt nted to say) he ii 
brought home (o as at last, with all his mb. 
limitiea thick npon him. Gunpowder is la- 
tent power, and of course god; then a ba[>- 
dit may thrust bim into his belt in a braco 
of pistols, or hang him in a flask over hit 
nButlepicce to dry; men may pick him up 



but all the others cited are Ihruat 
I an much rudeness ai Satan and j 

were, according to Milton, thruot 

's garret window ; Kir. M. stigma- ' 
on as so many " vulgar ideas of 
One of the prophets talks of the lord 
die earth with the besom of destruc- 
h besom would he worn out in a few 
in Mr. M.'s hands, ho fiercely does 
remove the saered rubbish. And 

added, that the work of demolition 
^ally completed, that the reader 
ie fullest conviction thatno rational < 

dan ever repair the mischief. Nor 
i.'s Biibaequent attempts to palm, as 
ate, a new modification upon the 



in the I 



of tl 



1 ball, 



:1ude<l, i 



1 kind 



'volgar," 



H. essays to t 
KDteel " religii 
mgionint as scii 

! attacks of their 
he Atheists, to 
rtnres Mr. M. makes in their favour. 
im his " DisHertation " will be re- 
i a " JUiililation of the Being anii 
1 of God," and their afTection for 
or will be somewhat analagous to 
eDtertain for Greenacra or Daniel 
It. M. 'a plan is merely the trans- 
1 theology of the child's card gi 



hang him rouod a pulley in a mill, Bi 
hiin to children in a penny cracker to lire at 
the efligy of Guy Pawkes. Truly this does 
put the ioelegaut imagination of the Atheist 
to the blush. Dr. Watt's shuddered at space 
being styled god, " for it so," cried the duc- 
tor, in heavenly horror, " we may say one 
part of him is longer than another part of 
him, end that twenty-five inches of the dj- 

tain two feet of solid matter." Why, even 
this is sublimity itself to Mr. M.'s power god, 
who in tbe shape of a water-drop may be 
poked with a stick into hot metal, aud made 
to cut all sorts of capere ; can he indexed on 
the steam-engine as so many pounds prenmre 
of " pure " god, or estimated by the engimicr 
donkey power of deity. 



of tl 



It Mr. M. is 



of this po- 



, , . ^, , ■■ ^. J u.<.i. M-i nower god he converts into mind, as 

1 theology of the child s card game, ""■;•■■■''»■ = .ii>_.>ii._ i.:. 

J -L .k . J k I. . .,. .(.ri mind loo. Here it is to be observed, that 

deity the revered branthen or altri- , "; ,, , - .. . . . ,._/_-.. 

... .^. , ,. a^ ■ . I Mr. M. derives his happuess, and that orhia 

Christian adoration, i take to be ao "*': '"■'"'"■", ■;" ■■ Kr i ' ' 

' subjectfrom a distmction witliout a diBerenee. 
For that the "power of the mind " is only 
tbe manifestation of the power of matter in 
another form. Sir C. Bell and other eminent 
physiologists have abundantly proved. 



I mode of " respectmg prejudiced 
a* en eiample to " vulgar Atheist) 
gnidaoce to propriety and decorai 
reeonstraction of deity, the burdi 
.'stong, he proceeds thus," Tower 
s tbe " fundamental id 



t the point < 



^riality ofthem 



very fact establishing the 
ind- 
rt tbe theory of a " pore 



ims ao analogical resurrectionist, and pa- 
Ldes forth, with no tittle un^onauoe mi 
at tbe "hopeless ea«e ' solt^mnity, the roangVed totm* m \Mtaiit«L 
a be so atjurd as Co I Shosts of the watcU »a4 ct»i »i^mtw» o^ 
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vsr7 itHgnti celebritr. To n,j that he bila 
to prore, or adduet reaaonabla evidence of a 
god bj SDaiogj, ia do mora than na; be said 
of all who eter did, and probably of all irho 
may attempt the same ohimerioJ thing. 

TUaC all importations, ao matter ban iii~ 
genlous, from the uDCertaio, incomplete, and 
iaconcloBive regiooa of analogy, miut he aa~ 
ulisfaclory, leems clear; becaoBe aU things 
of which man crd became cDKnizaut an 
finUi, Iranilntf, and niativt, or porJi merely 
of nature; and it appears obrious tbat no 
pari of nature can erer reveal any capdnriTe 
evidence uf the mecbanism, coaatitution, and 
government of the whole, an; more than our 
■hort period of time can enable na to fa- 
thom eternity, or the transient chauf^ wc 
wilneu can leach ua to comprehend the 
everlasting duration dF matter. He ought to 
know Chia, and had he fully felt it, be would 
never have wasted his time in evolving his 



ch, perpetual i 
'c intelligible oi 



in man. If thii reasoning be correct, he i» 
right,if nol, he ia wrong, lu the flrat place, 
it is to be premiaed that, in order to give 
feasibility to bis position, Mr. M. ia com- 
pelled to argue from those very exploded 
notions of mind againat which, every week, 
be, aa a Social miasionary. 



tellaui 



mind ia 



raph 21 



neccaaary 

body, so it i" lo uirect tae operations oi na- 
ture." But this mode of writing violate* 
JDiE ideas of the roind'a tiue nature. It 
would appear from what he says that 
mind ia something diilincl Irom the body, 
a kind of separate director like a superia- 
tendent of police, or the chairman of a rail- 
way coiDpaay: but instead of this 



theca 



lindisbuta' 



'■body is directed " mainly by the 
influence of ezleroal things on the physical 
organitatioa of the body, and before th& ijell ot t,b.6 nnv»t 
vialagy ia wwth anything, ve miut ^e\taw,«aiii:Bai.x.-i 
182 \ 



shown tha ixfrmaJ thingi which li 
the organiaation of the univene, am 
those directing manifestationa, wbic] 
observed in man. we call miad. 

Mr. M. further confOUDda bU Goit 
perties of mind, as taught by the 
philosophy he profeaM). Take the 
ing passage from aec. 38. He layi 
a " misconception appears to lie ia t 
position that because all the opera 
nature are carried on according to trie 
that therefore there is no necessit; 
controlling and direcling mind, i 
might it be affirmed that, because 
physical operatioos of the human h 
under the control of Gied lawa, t 
no neceaaity for a human mind." 
Mr. M. leads the reader lo conclnr 
the mind is some uncontrolled, free, : 
dependent agent, shouting, " Come, 
So, go! " like the centurion in the 
Book." But Mr. M.'i rostrum pMI 
teachea that the mind is rcgulaled bf 
laws," aa well as the physical uol 
the body. Id fact, aa Mr. H, has i 
expound, the mind is the creature of i 
stances. Now, if the analogy be i 
the mind of nature is also the crei 
circumstances, and like the mind i 
most act under "fixed laws." Bein 
as is thus shown, one with matter, in 
ble from it, as it is regulated by 
" £ied laws," where is its distinct di 
properties ? Mr. U.'s theory will bi 
to consiat in giving new namea to p 
properties, and indrawing thevMlof 
phlloaophic mystery over that whii 
before intelligible. 

Subsequently the reader ia tcea 
sundry sections on the intelligence. « 
Ihe identity, and diilinet existence 
goodness of the mind of nature, an 
like delectable dteaming that woi 
honour to John Bunyan. To wade t 
all thi« would be idle until Mr. M. h 
plied Bome important deficiencies, nei 
to establish on any probable grour 
analogy between mind in man and in 

I have seen him ring a betl before 
dience, and exclaim, " Yon hear th 
cuasion between the clapper and 
gound ia produced. Well, that soni 
friends, is nopart of the clappetorU 
l)Ut it is an effect, produced ij/ the exci 
of the two. Such is the mind ol 
Extimal circumstances operate on hi 
ons syatem, and thought is produced, 
ve call mind." Now, to support h 
elusions with regard to the mind of 
lie may be fairly challenged to show 
beU ot t.b,K UDVverae and the clappet 
~ ~ c'ltcinNAiucv 
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not the eonciuuan and eTolvetiie mbd 

9 mmd i*lhe creature of 

1. a» before remojked, Eoiana- 

, ihta white ate the circuniBtBD'^eB of 

h il i> [he creature f If nature be llie 

mt aa Mr. M. admits, there U not mom 

tor the eeho to anaver, where f 

fiiai, the mechaDism of a mau'n miad ia 

I up of braia, nerves, and spinal mar- 

Whete »re th« brain, oarves, and apinal 

mr of nature ? Mind enlarges with 

»tion, and growa feeble in old age, 

the mind-god of nature go to school, 

¥iU the eternal grow feeble witb age, 

poor hiunau mentality? 

moier, the mind according to phreno- 

hu thirty five bumpa. Can Mr. M. 

Ui band on, or point his Gnger (o, tlie 

of iiBtiite!> If be can, we maj be 

with a natural phrenology, as 

te Deeo with a natural religion. Thia 

e might be carried out, but when the 

came (o be clnssified, Mr. M.'s god 

be suapeeted of itafir on the brain. 

U. does not profeu to give proof of 

ationi. bnt be must admit the pro- 

y of affording such particulars as will 

lis "[atupid " people to aee the connection 

'~~ the thiugabespeaka 10 imperatively 

The queation might be traced much 

but (ufficient has been advanced 

' that, ax an argnmenl of analogy. 

e, and conieqnently, s)l 

incoDcluaive in the same 

Apatt from all luch invesligatioo ; 

H.'s god. tshen as he is given to ua, 

CODudered as a tolerably respectable 

ibon, is not of the atjgbtest use to 

body. It is not pretended by Mr. M. 

he created the univetae, the first job of 

inner deitiee — and, if the universe ex- 

: Independently of him, and could of 

Wn innate power, exist without a 

why not be able to conduct itself 

piopciely without one !> And where 

I the distinct eiislence of the mind 

if And haw inntatiate itself into the 

Ibvonrof the oniveise, loaa to get the 

■ ot perpetual director? Sucely the 

ene, Lke the Socialisla, did not require 

t^ Fatber! These questions are put 

' lo (how that the new god clears away 

! of those difficulties by which the old 

itm evar been aurrounded, but leaves 

I all the doubt, auspease, and mystery 

•cnfiar to the whole tribe. 

r, K. strangely misconceives or grossly 

(tea (he position and pretention of tht 

I'wt, which are us far removed from 

nUlsm, aa Ur. U.'a version of th' 

I truth. He also talks of " pure mind 

nog the only form in irMch we 



iive of god." Just u if he, I, or any 
dae could conceive of that we never 
not any one else can describe (o ua. 
1 complete exposure of these common 
B (it would swell thischapter lo an un- 
mercitnl length to notice them here), the 
reader is referred to a " Reply," just pub- 
lished, price 3d., written by Mr. Southwell, 
in answer to a Diacouise ou Deity.by a phi- 
losophical inquirer, who fallB, with Ur, M., 
like blind and kme into the same ditches. 

Ia conclusion, t render to Mr. M. an ana- 
logy, which, as far as I ahall carry, it will 
have more points of resemblance than bis 
own, It is between Newton and bimselt 
Newton was a tbeorizer on the universe, so 
la Mr. U. Both have obtained celebrity 
thereby. But Newton wrote like a driveller 
on rsligion. Mr. M. seems travelling the 
same inglorious road. This says little *s 3 
diaparBKement, but much aa a caation, 
Men accustomed to science, live in the at- 
moapbele of reason, when tbey descend to 
write for theology, they ore out of their 
element; acquainted only with the re^on 
of fact, they are lost in that of conjectare, in 
thia sense, there are no amphibious philoeo' 
phere. A priest is more successful, bis na- 
tive element is nonsense, and it is his mis- 
fortune to be able lo live in it, I Cannot, 
otherwise, acconut for Mr. M.'s strange 
production. 

Next week I hope lo expose those "ab- 
surdities of vulgar aoperstition," against 
which he dtclsims so prettily on his title 
page, but falls Into so nicely in bis booh. 
tS. J. H. 



CORRESPONDENCE, 
A FEW MokB nonns in explanation. 
CntBLEB Deht has written, nrging the ne- 
cessity of direiting special attention to the 
retalioDs of man with the physical HOrld, in 
CO Qtiadisti notion lo the doctrine of the 
faeaienaod soul-mongen. He says: — 

ly, wbich 1 idul t, Itul in tbc ibitrset and ■bsolDlelT. 
Un thli gsnersl helletmli tbelr tjslsni of sftmriU- 
tia. Dciiroy llili belief, which li mtgpiinCinlr 
easy, for llie rellEious world, (.IniDiE wrthoDI txaef- 

be ii Indeed whoLj u thtjire, s n«t ursl pjodueaon r 
tbithe is ■ creature of nsinrs]seceHilr>a> wellas 
of soclotaciBD oBceMlii' 1 iliBt be, NIte all nliBnla 
tad plrnU, sprinja from Ihe esrtli, belaj slwajs e«- 
lenimij » p»rl at itie esrlh; Ibst nitiira Wog 
elernil, Imowt on luperlatllr du InferlorilT, ne 
good an bud, Slid ttH man'! .aperlorTtj flwsll 

gn tor wliMillmoift—noVoMiB. 
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Bud drift of the wri( 

of R<^Eular Gnidstioi 

If the writer has 

papers, it bioomea □ 

•hoiild b 






sugceated itself apart from, and 
almost contemporaneously Hitli, thst part a' 
the plan traced out for the conductiDg of tht 
Oracle. If be has read these orticlef, it may 
be that they have not been eip«a«ed in a 
sufficitnUy plain and popular mannp'r to be 
olear to erery comprehcasigo. It woOIJ 
thus devolve on the xrilers to revien whai 



' ; I the aniTerse and all orgauiKd being!. Ill 
ig );reatest difficulty I feal, ia to give ny mi^ 
:i [ ing ia a fev words, and at the tuae tiaab 
■y ■ render itiy riewi clear and intollipblt I 
! would Stat observe, that the number of «v 
;e ideas comprise the amoantof our knowledn; 
I, ' onr knowledge is derived from a tinhM 
aptnal eiperienoe and tradition: Oi 
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r universal design, 



nxupori 



To Ike Editor of the Oracle o/Reaaon. 
Sib,— From reading the last number nf 
the Oracle of Reaaoa, I have been tempted in 
ufferyou a few rematsonthat muchYauntjrl 
analogical argumen 
baaed upon a watch. 



should be assigned to it by the advocates of a 
god. We are not, I now think, warranted 
by the strict rules of philoaophy and reason 
in flying from a material to a supposed imma- 
terial agent, to account for any bitberto un- 
explained phenomeuon of nature, until science 
can truly assert that she is fully acnuajnteil 
with all the various principles and propertit^n 
of matter; that abo boa comprehended the 
nhole compass of nature's powers, under, 
standing its infinite operations, and that any 



he known properties belonging ti 
hen wB may reasonably believe i 
igents than those of matter. To v 
'j^bt the mind of man may soar, m 






belief" To a^y flli 
pnneiple to the argument ia luestion: If 

■ our experience we never knew a watch to' 
formed or faabioned withont a watch-Dud . 
and ooneequently we dare assert, with alt Ik 

I confidence warranted by our experience, ftS 
I no watch exists but through the desi '" 

■ mind and fashioning power of the i 
maker. Thus far are the designers rigl^ 
but no farther, tor when they attampt to dn 
a parallel between a watch and the nniTW 
the analogy fails them, and 1 shall endsivt 

I to show in what mannef, as Oui wUi 
strength of the position hinges oa this. Il i 
the first place, notwithstanding I' " "~ 
I knowledge of tbe properties of matter ii mj 
I limited, it extends so far as to aaauieusOol 
I it is not the property of the ihattar eompowj 
' the watch to run into the order of cog-whtd^ 
springs, &c., which would adapt tbamKliW R 

definite end ; and we, thereforp, naluidlf J 
infer a fashioner, a designer. But tb 
question is, can as much be said of the mu- 
ter composing the universe ', or to descend 
to particulars, can it be said of the animitsl 
matter of the embryo, confined in the uteia 
of an animal during the period of gestatjin, 
which forms the nucleus of the future ammslf 
Can we say that it is not the intrinsic, ioliB- 
rent proper^ of this condition of matter Is 
run into the order of an organised BDimil, 
hat that it must hare had an intelligent de- 
signer, whu moulded it into the formiteoow 
fort:b to tbe world P If so, I would uk, 



nalforra 



We h 



e juat 1 






n my opinion, 
Lutifnl its organ- 



all his mental maniiestatioi 
but matter; and no oi 
however fine its texture ■ 
isation, is able to comprehend all the pro 
pertiea and powers of oftier material existen- 
ces. Therefore man can have no concern 
with immaterial eiiatencea, until he be able 
to grasp the entire material world, and still 
find something unexplained. 

I ahull now proceed to an examination uf 
theBrgument,thatthe construction of a watch 
proving a designer, by analogy as much 
OTiy be atnerted from it of tile constructioa of 



Jting that the beanlifnllT 

I formed prism of salt required a deaigntip 
' though we know that in virtue of certain im- 
mutable properties of matter any given «oJ 
combined chemically with a given olktf 
will invariably produce a certain ihipei 
prism ; as we have tor asserting that tSf 
gi«en animal uniting with aaether givM 
animal will not produced an animal of * 
shape, in consequence of tbe m ' 
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JUSTICE. 

i))eet or datiM is the moiit useful part of all 
philoaophy.*' — Cfcero. 

€Rons have do other idea of justice 
je fulfilment of the requirements of 
In its true exccnt, it Hi^iifles that 
'taich impelji us to give to every per- 
due. 

icles, among the anrient«, gives some 
dicious directions for the formation of 
ll ideas, in accordance with justice; 
the ancients may be said to have un- 
1 the science of justice much more 
3]y than we practice it, which is but 
itry little indeed for them, if they did 

btervations give so beautiful nn idea 
ity as those which teach ut to resolve 
astice. All charity which, upon ana- 
fonnd to partake of any other qnallty 
is, is of an erroneous kind, and leads, 
iractised, to erroneous action, and 
loken of to erroneous ideas. When 
I charitable, in the ordinary accepta- 
the term, it really means nothing else 
St they give that as a boon which is 
aright. 

osing, for the sake of argument, as a 
nt would, that there is a god. If 
to be entertained, every attribute of 
teing shonld be rexolvablc into jiistiee. 
It it benevolence is assumption, ?ood- 
nockery ; wisdom is essential to direct 
I is its consequence, power its sui»port. 
D the same manner, every quality is 
7 to it 

same is true of the moral ipialities of 
Dd all those exalted sentiuifuts uhii'h 
belong to them. Sincerity, the rir>t 
act, is based upon a strong sense of 
• It is the soul of honesty, it dictates 
ency, and careful thought will show it 
all men really mean by benevolence 
is unheard of where full jusJce is 
ed. In short, justice is the UgiuuiuK 
le vnd, the alpha and omega o^' all 
fw all the duties of life flow from it, 
e Mcertained by its standard. 
iiteover the just measure of things is 
ribote.of inteJIi^eof and gencroua na 
0j[f. To act cousUtMUtlj vriih aiid to 



practice justice, is the quality only of heroic 
and noble souls. It iw an unfortunate omen 
of modern times, that we have so few inter- 
nations of the "just Aristides.'* In rhetoric, 
arguments founded on justice have more 
weight with rational minds than all appeala 
to the feelings ingenuity can invent. liMeedy 
the sympathy of those is worth little who are 
insensible to the claims of justice. 

The acknowledgment of its guidance has 
by some been held ennobling above all things. 
Hence Shakspere, without any qualificatibny 
advises men ** to he just and fear not.** And 
asks, 

What stionger breast-plate than a heart untainted? 
Thrk0 is he armed who hath hid quarrel just ; 
And iwked he, though locked up In steel. 
Whose conscience with injiutticc in corrupted. 

Justice was the Rreat charm of Brutus, 
which gave the majesty to his character , it 
is the key-stone to all greatness. Much of 
the effeminacy of modern times would dis- 
appear, together with all our artificial moral- 
ity, and sound healthy thought and action 
would pervade men's minds, if the science of 
JK&tice received the attention it deserves. 

G. J. H* 



MR. MACKINTOSH'S NEW GOD. 

ARTICLE II. 

" A profound ignorunce, bunndless credulity, weak 
iiitdlect, and worm iiiiagiimtion, are the materi* 
all of which are made bigots, zealots, fanatics, 
and saints/' — Cure of Etnytyny. 

Whether or not these qualifications are 
necessary for god-concoctors, they are the 
indispensibles of god-adoptors. Mr. Mack- 
iutush may net be desirous of nurturing 
suoh qualities of mind, but the popularity of 
his book depobds upon his success m find- 
ing readers who possess them. 

A more curious compound of inconsistency 
has seldom been handed over to the public 
for tlieir enlightenment than Mr. M.'s pro- 
duction, if the reader takes into account 
what Mr. M. has, and what he might have 
produced, had it been poiitic for him. t^* \^«L^t^ 
taken philoBop\\y and ItuVVv Iv^t Vi\* %>\v\«*. 

He It^bours {^^\, Vl\ lio ou^ VvkO'**^^^* 
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Cnt to pnn that, atrietly, there can be i 

Athdata at the very moment he is writiDg 
book to refute their argumeule aud che 
their growing pover. It doai cot B little 
puzzle The reailer 1o guess the definiticm of 
the parlies irith whom he pmfeBaes to qaai- 
rel. To clear up the mystery throwo 
atoaDd the quealioo, it in proper to premice 
that no man finds out looaer than the Atheist 
tbat there is nathing "absolute" la 
univerae, and, therefore, he prelends D' 
the character. Aa an Atheist, 1 unden 
Mr. H. to be a man.trho thinka than ia »uf- 
ficienl reason to lielieve in, not to imotii, the 
exiatenee of fl god. On the contrary 1, 
an A theiat, simply profesa that do not i 
ealScient reiuon to ietieoi tbst there is 
god. I do iu>t pretend to jlnoio that thereis 
no god. The whole qaeation of god'a ex- 
istence, idiffor diaben^f, a queBlion of pro- 
bability ot of improbability, not kn owl edge. 
In fine^ the T heist if lifpes, and the Atheist 
iJiiifiwiMt, that there is a god. When a 
Theist, like locusl-Jolin in the wilderness, 
comeocrying, '■prepare Ihewayformj- lord," 
I teg leg leave to inquire ioAyhelielieveshia 
lord ia on the road after him t And when 

. H!i Atheist aayg, after the faahinnof Elisha, 
god is gooe a journey or is taking a nap, 
and neglects to make his appearance, he is 
aa williDK as St. Paul to give a reaaon for 
the hope /or more properly in this case), dis- 
belief, that is in bim. 

Mr. M„ as a Theisl, or professed believer 
in god, was bound to display the gronod 
of his belief, in that portion of his book 
Tftviewed in the lait numlier ol the Oracle, 
le has atlempled this, but «iih what suc- 
cess the reade Las seen. In hia anxiety to 
disprove aiheism he has mntilaled, if not 
annihilated, Iheiimj and destroyed his 
own friends while pro feaaiEii; lo compliment 
them by attacking their fues 

Id Older lo make out a caae on the oat- 
ude, if not ill ihe insiile, of his book, Mr.M. 
constructs aaentenee lo adorn his till e- page, 
in which he confounds ■' extrEine, with 
mere negative opinions; and, makea the 
simple matter of dissent from the abaurdi- 
tiea of theology, to appear as " vulgarity," 
and then asserts that the "Alheiat helps the 
jirieat, ty his extreme opiniona," in the 
very face of the fait, that ths Atheist's opin- 
ions are but the negatives of the priest's, 
and that they cannot ■■ help " him, unless a 
priest IS " helped" by beii,g proved in error 
and att ignorant or wilful deceiver. If Mr. 
U. streets to believe this au assistance, the 
priests withal the "absufdilies of vulgar 
iuperslilion upon their heads are £ 

enoagb to be of a different opinion. 
The part of Mr, M. S book wUch rei 



The first introdueUln to thii ia coi 
in pars, J3-4, whieh arenp^ tlia"f 
of ^aii,"aad evidently written lathel 
port a theory than to illustrate trut 
fully understand this, the reader is i 
to par. 4, where Mr U. says, "v1 
thEologian talka ol the goodness of g 
Atheist points to the disease and dea 
suffering, of all binds esistlug smoi 
tieuc creatures and asks, are these ev 
of goodness on the part of the go- 
power! And Uitsr objcclians kavt y 
-anawered." Reading this, 1 passed ( 



:o he gi 



d 34, b 



philosophically cleared Up,l>ut slightly 
uver, as " sjieeial cases adduced by cai 
To shield his concocted god &om 
proach to which Biib all others, xl 
ciency of defence leaves him open, 
vances fi,e questionable propositio 
" eail ia necisiary that good may ejTit 
srgues that because " want must j 
gratification, cold, warmth, hunger, 
darkness, light, &c., therefore, evil a 
saty." Such logic may du to defeo 
but hardly anylhing else. Wat;t 
evil when the gratificfltioa can follow 
pleasing precoraor to it. No one i 
cold or hunger as evila, when ag: 
warmth can succeed the one, and i 
meal the other All know that the < 
looks upon appetite (but another na 
"want") an ha greatest earthly hi 
which M. BSts down in his Iheologic 
10Bophya8an"evll.' Sutwhenwant 
his violim, and is M\-et satisfied, 
hanger exhibit* his gaunt visage, and 
drags, Ba it daily does, thousands 
grave, will Mr. M., in the apiril 
cold-hearted and inhuman reasoning, 
godly consolation to tlieae poor wretc. 
telling them Ihet this evil is neceal 
their enjoyment of good — which g 



evil! 



IS thes. 



j^nd the examples I ha 
e of this character, bat h 
passes such over, and makes the oi 
nature for [he regulalion of our enjc 
to appear as evil, and argnei his caa 
these erroneous premises. Even deal 
evil but adlessinRiuoIda^-e. when 
has prepared for it but, as Cottoi 
when youthful blood runs high " 
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blasphemy, and logic as couvenienl 
M.'s own has not prevented bim from 
ingthe god of Israel and the '* Jew Bool 



drawn from nature, matured by philosophy, 
and supported by logic? Hear it, ye Atheists, 
but tell it not in Gath, nor publish it in the 

streets of Askelon — it is iouoded upon a how many new laws of blasphemy, & 

supposition ! ! This, he tells ns, in italics, is be wanted to enable Mr. M.'s god t 

the real questhn. Thus, we have polite and the great multitude of more respectal 

impregnable goddism, theisticat and religious orthodox gods out of the religious n 

philosophy, resting upon supposition for Jacty Mr. M. ought to understand competi 

upon policy for reason, and upon expediency our day better. We may reduce the : 

for truth. glut by the dissemination of atheis 

Now, a god like the graven image of Mr. M. can get no sale for his new, pla 

^Nebuchadnezzar could be setup — and the ungarlauded commodi^. His case, as 

Shadrach's, Meshaeh's and Abed nego's of vul- of bis opponents in sec. 21, ** is utterl] 

gar atheism, out of the way, of coarse, per- less." 

haps simply lodged in some fiery furnace—- But if the scheme was practice 

then will the people worship the model of would not answer die end proposed, 

goodness before them. This is the pith of is to make people moral. The greai 

Hr. M.'s argument. To. which I have four ment against teaching truth and undet 

objections : firsts it is impossible to be car- the simpletons of religion is, that wiu 

ried out, and if possible, useless for the end discover the cheat, they usually becon 

proposed; thirdly, it is pernicious; and less in the degree of their former ( 

fourthly, degrading. What means would there be of prei 

With regard to the impossibility, no nation this occurring continually with Mr. M 

was ever imposed upon in the way Mr. M. unless the people were first rendere( 

proposes. All gods have ever been* the crea- pletely stupid ; which seems but i 

tions of the people who worshipped them, preparative for morality ? The influ 

This fact Mr. m. more conveniently than a deity requiring such material to < 

justly says is, " besides the question.*' But upon, must be very choice ; which W( 

"we learn from it, that if the spirit of the making man seven fold more the c 

people is uniformly erected into the god, '^'ce than before. Morality, the gres 

unless the order of things is inverted before ness of life, is founded upon a knowl 

Mr. M.*8 god can be set up, the people must our relations to our fellow creature 

possess all the morality and goodness their theory of goddism, upon ignorance, 

god is intended to give them. In fact, they can the latter teach or support the ffl 

must be able to do without him before he ^^ order for a people to progress, igo 

can be of any service to them. And in this ™"«* ^ displaced by knowledge. < 

state he would be a burden instead of an aid, invented only to hide our ignorance 

and would have to be dragged in the rear ^^^^^ continued, must ever be inji 

when he should lead in the van. ^® ^^mt stimuluses to go forward, n 

The scheme is impossible, until the fact of ^uses for staying behind. Besides 1 

god's existence is incontrovtrtibly established m»gl»t be shown in a hundred sensei 

he cannot be set up whethtr desirable or the institution of a god wouli not, m 

not. The day is gone by when chimeras in answer the end proposed. Now for i 

any dress or under any 'pretext can be im ?^ *^° P° ^^e manner in which the a 

posed upon a people, and I thought the day ispf'wciotw. . 

was gone by too, when pretenders to philo- , ^® *'"« imitative beings, argues M 

sophy would propose it, and *' apostles of P^?^® * ^^^ example before men, ax 

free thought would attempt.'' People will ^elp their progres.^ in virtue. As ch 

no longer worship the crazv or capricious good example does much for us ; buti 

creations which expedieney may invent, or to make us highly moral, how comes i 

policy set up. in proof of this, I point to driven from the philosophy of educat 

the fact, that every religion is now and ever Prejudicial, and perception and reajoE 

has been attempting the same thing, and ^ated m their stead i^ But Mr. M. s 

their failures have been contemporaneous with !°^'?*^ theones would treat men as cl 

their attempts. It is true that each sect '? *^^ ?]*^^' of helpless ignorance, and 

confines its pretensions to one or three gods, !t^ g^>dance of ignorant instructors, 

hut every sect's and every man's god differs *^® «Ji«;ortune of teeble virtue to be i 

from all others, and we have really as many *^^1j^^ nsing superior to imitation ; ui 

gods as we have religionists, and fairly pat ^^It^^^^'^ ^^ these misfortunes depe: 

the thirty thousand of the old Greeks to tho ^^f^^l?^ *be moral mttuence of Mr. 

blush. In this babel medley and infernal •^°5\ The mere copyist is contemned, 

^ artist, as a man who can never use 
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HU goJ woald lepp men lite the 
•la, mure imilston ; iind nnl onlj 
„ know not whj, lini to think is 
tor iDolin«d ; like the sla'iab AiieU 
'Aagonw, to drink caniiniQ juire, 

m»y 1«4 pale Hs theit idol. And, 
— n anaie « perFect model, tiifj 
tlie biufl copjistf of error and 
SarelT, the ermra of the Hilgarent 
lUj below 




ibe e< 



t thto' 



oarld ia, thit tbcy Imbibe 
without knowing or oarinp 
I the man who i» lirtuoui by strci- 
]t lipia temoved ftom he who is 
tot the »»me renson, the iiiinti 
bslntadfi him good, wmildiufcieed 
Mi in making him bud. ThcMe 
MmsDf deity, whose infioeiicu 'n 
mor*)); grrnt, mast be composed 
liftterlab than ibeie. 
m»6 CMld morefatallyHtrikeatlha 
The aoWe« wrtues— no sbsnrdity 
kue Id onliniiwiih M (he eiiplDded 
nli^oaa dreaming. Upon the 
nd wpoliey, Mr. M. could defend 
I, aikd tU the Tengemce of i<>rael'9 
i it ia expeditnt to awe men when 
be tllured. In the " Electrical 
It UnivorM," Mr, M, layi down 
in morilB, that hope snd fear are 
owminii principlea of haman con- 
■iBrtillg W this, Mr. M.'sgodiain- 
Mld unphiloaophically eonstrucled. 
Irtt die adiUdon of all those hste- 
atal of *engeftoee neeesaai? to 
lliwahle worgbippera. Bnt it might 
laejar, and not expedient to reveKl 
tf the question. Let hat the idea 
u Mr. M. contend! it 
the wide field of preat- 
mpidiQ', where meaV teasons eret 
e»«r win be curled captire. And 
tinUnh renpi no other honour than 
jCiTooring to cover with the thin 
Mdo phtloBophj, theM Brand inalru- 
finiDaa miMiT, and of giving to 
■rUifaiDiea and errors the appear- 

EicJ «tid reason, that Ibej may 
the naiOgsspiratiDua after rirtne 
I tletoriei gained orer them have 
^i» the world. 

tbi> anppositioiia and imitatiie 
igrtAng, bFun^e it betraya no 
S Id tnith. If there ia no goil, say 
•— neier mind the conaequenoe. 
never yet been proved to he in. 
Mf.M. would contend that, if yon 
■^aw W«a or god froBi men'- mind™. 



What a complinienl for n moral 
to pay to hia tpecies, ti) auppow deliv 
uvawry to keep them virtuoas, and ' 
reliance upon tbeir reason ia far leu mI 
deprudanoE on their guUabiliqr. No 
advcwnbi of huDMU depratity can 

tlie fiuodntas of Imnan na 
inakea weekly appeals to their good « 
If Mr. M, really thinks of meD av be w 
to ihem, he psysEil^Qe coaipliravtJt to the 
TEader of hia book, who masl naturally especl 
■ome of the delusion reoom mended. The 
onoae of theism which needs snch auppon tu 
Mr. U. aBerda, haa risen little in my ei4i- 

evideuceaof Ibioga will not atipport ua, let u* 
acknowledge ouAraakaesa, and vapour iio 
mote about on^^ttue. Abandon intelli- 
gBQce und philDBophjk when we are told by 
the iniliateil intliem, that witbonl avMamatie 
delosioo, they are ioeapahle of keopinft lis 
in the paths of jontice and improvanunt. 
Uoea Mr. M. really feel bis own philosophy 
too feeble and false to auitun him in tba 
ways of virtae, and that was be left to reason 
and bis own onae of right and wrong he 
should go ajilr&y P Men uiually judge others 
by their own coaiictioDa. But if he would 
ehriok from fiueh a humiliating and degra^ 
ding confession, why libel his fellow-iwn h; 
impatatioua which would disgrace him- 
self? When men arenotguided by reason 
and realities, they float adnfC at the mercy 
of ignorance, caprice, cuQaiug, aod mystery. 
So that, whether tiiey can be guided by 
nature and honesty or not, they cannot be 
guided to virtue by anything el™. 

Un the hjl^ and eIniiU«d ground on which 
Mr. M. dKftnda his god, he mJEiii defend 
every infamy, thake handl with the priests, 
and smile at all conniptian. A pretty hasii 
this on ohich to place a moral gnd ! What 
ubuiniliatiuufor hisdeity ! What a wretched 
example fur mankind ! What aa inialt to 
common honesty ! What degradation to im- 
afiination to bate bodied it fortht The er- 
rors of vulgar superslilioo are pftrapjna to 
this. From enpedieooy in poUtici, philoto. 
pliy, and godism (to borrow a phrase (nun 
the church), gw>d lord deliver me. 

It would perhaps appear cynical to con- 
clude and not say tbut Mr. M.'s hook does 
...... --^d be found 



M fill h 
1 of this tan 



doien Oracle. 



seful U 



' uuinfon 



, uuforlnnately, as he remarks of theno- 
ral precepts of the Je« Book, ihey are "scat, 
tered like Uowera in the desert." I know no 
iHiok 10 encouraging to a yOBng Athpinl, 
rienoDscraiJng one thing at leaMi uainaly, 
haul tittle cun be advanced with nanHi 
against the truth of his •i'lcwt. G. J, H. 




U» |ieiA«<um sf ufgmw."— ''i 
PbooBBDINQ in regoUr 
nnvr twuocBe my d 










been reoently repriaWd, aflar the ™pd a 
tvtoheti'jedicioin; hutlliisia almtroa-' 
olhw'^, a third edition of Bome being ni 
lirely toniumed, II ia proposed, at ea 
pudiible, IQ oompUte the sei by agiUD pi 
ju^ ihe deScieiuiiE*. , 

In the seoood miinber whioh ^peired 
t«r Mt. S.'» IriBj (sad convicti™ aaa IM 
nr course)) I lenlored to giva iBythoii( 
■ - '-via Ulh diStsreoi o 



fTMllH 



o Oraclf, 



ta«Mh other. Bot betbre I dothia, 
induced, in conaeqi 
Minding whioh woald 
ininilB of some of the 
to renew irhat haa b 
4ind gise a short Buain._„ . 
ed Of in tiiH Tirioua ardeles. By chi 
I hope my readara will he enabled to eone 
any diflVenltiea which may present themBelTes 
in my subseqaBtit writlnjjB, ami which may 
depeod for aaluCion upon what may have been 
pWviouBly laid down as iho ground -trork of 
tba theory, aod thus render continual refer- 
ence to it unaecessary. Tte amal1ne<» of 
the ipaoe which cao be de«led lo the trei 
ment of any particalar subjeel, in a public 
tion tba size of tlie OrMlc, nnd the neci 
«(y Of matirn enoh article oomplete in itae 
oompela the wtiiera to condense their ids 
ae mneh aaponaiWe. Suffkeienl cleameM 
earry oonvietion *o e»ery mind cannot at 
Iime« be saeured, and much is conaequently 
left IS the intelligence of the reader; this, 
however, ia not presumed a» a principle, 
oniy beiug acted upon to avoid oirramlo- 



Bhow their relation* , afim^n of jny miiid, and a want of fe. 

—I I dothiB, I »" I lacLlities for continually oarrying my- 

it the misonder- [ ^,J^g|( ,q (;„[ ptiociplei, without disi 

^. or fatiguing them, I ws» oompelled, 

by all vrhich be b^ done, and stste ny 

in my own way. To this courae l.««i- 

ated in die hope thai, by laying dawB « 

or what appeared to loe to be unanm 

propOMliooB, in the iirat place, -'— " 



reet th 
ptmyi 



lulily be perceived iiiD^ 
papera, it would not eha^" '^^ 
i the reailer, who could I 
error ; and would oaly b 
in-qualification fortheta 



1 frequently m 






edtiibliBhitbjd 
g were davotad. 

ofon 



I upon 



i,hyoiitl 



eaanrinanon of the quel — , . 
tbe rubbtab with which priestly cnnniog bad 
tuumaaded it; alao, for Ihe information ood- 
T^ed ef tbe views of the various author* 
wiw have treated upon the snbjeot ; informa- 
tion Wiiicb his extenxiVH reading enabled him 
so readily to furHisb. 

Mr. S., before bin impriaonmsnt, had modi 
fiOJne pnif^rcss in the deacrrptiofl of the anv 
mal world. ' Beginning with thi 






. of H 



tnal life (protee obangeai , 
inftwiria unimalcule), tor deRnite form 
none, dmngiag iht shape so rapidly 
balBa the sight; he oeil noticed the on 
tqira das inaraillea, or hajancer of the i 
wbiob. with the fiwi, bo sayx, " are th 
silopWt known kindii of organimnn.'' Neit 
the enoriuite, liUy-nbaped animal ; then Ihe 
oU^Diauatite, or horn ; and, laally, the poly- 
fiW. tehetieg the sptcics eniilled huBwiai, > 



principle 

My two lirst eaaays vt 
ohjectiooa— that if ueu w< 
neously ^'produced, and wer 
they should be ao prodnoiid 
supposed exiatenceof an ** immotem 
ciple, called mind or intelligeDce, 
nied by many to he a result fron. 
Theae appeared innos. 0-10. InaOi. 
contended n^tainat the aotiona of the w 
of the world, generally entartajpedi A 
from orthodox anihority, that, worlds W 
forming in uature'a cniciUe, uponprii 
and from causes which doubtlem led 
eiistBDca (as a world] of oiir own; 
nothing more than effects from the 
pTOpertieB of matter. No. 16oontuii* 
criticiBms upon the quotationii L liwl I 
10, Bhowin)! the inconaistodoiea taA * 
oity of the writera quoted. No. I 
aomewhat supplementary lo tba twoJi 
playing the rotten hsai< upon which " 
men bava ventured to erect wgniai 
universal deaign, the whole of wbidt,. 
niiued by the progress of knowledge' 
agea, tumbles to the ground, buryioft 

multitude, looiiiined from priestly th 
• I firmly tdaie tbsl Ihe nriDU-hoai' 



lesH of Gorebr^ tSoet 

a* at thuHi orguK wbma )iulUi;,Hllan 
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•hing over it to ihe possession of ) Having entered a little more fully into the 
ithout mjstery or mixture of error," details of comparative anatomy, he will often 
t to dust. No. 19 was oocppied by 
deration of the objections of Mr. 
he theory, when I again gave my 
Mews upon the subject ; which arti- 
ild beg leave to dirt-ct attention to, 
3nt of any misunderstanding. No. 
d of motion, as a mode or ounditioa 
, and not as the result of propulsion 
^t independent of it ; an^ 21 , upon 
the same ^ew. 

incipal object throughout tSie wboje 
to prove the capabilities of unas- 
naeted upon, uncontrolled, undi- 
atter for the production of all the 
omplicated, and beautiful pheoome- 
) universe, however numerous the 
» in bther spheres may be in addi- 
ar own.'** By the way, a friend of 
asked me what I mean by *' unas- 
tter ?" I would define it to be, mat- 
^ of itself, by virtue of its own inhe- 
erties, our knowledge of which pro 
all we know of it. In cootradis- 
to the vulgar notion of goddism-in- 
ztemal to it ; which idea, however 
etaphysicians may labour to prove 
ary, is inseparably connected with 

iver the eye is oast, says Evers, from 
egions of the pole to the scorching 
the line, it beholds life displayed in 
endless as they are enchanting, 
gion and every element is the abode 
rous animalt), whose peculiar living, 
nd instincts are all admirably suiti.(l 
salities in which they are found. The 
of their number may be estimated 
declaration of the celebrated Ehren- 
at a single cubic line, which is less 
Irop of fluid, contains 500,000i)00 

an incomprehensible world in a drop 
, man, vain and ignorant, must travel 
je, searching for infinity ; forgetting, 
ore he can understand the whole he 
idy the parts. 

mt doubt many of the readers of the 
.re already in possession of works con- 



observe an organ which has attained a high 
degree of development, and whose functions 
are perfectly understooNd in one animal ; di- 
minutive« rudimentary, and apparently use- 
less in another. Hence it must be obvious, 
that he who aspires to a perfect knowledge 
of human structure and function, must ex- 
tend his researches to an examioation of the 
Wnimal kingdom in general ; and accordingly 
great advauta|^ will be found in a previous 
oecj^alntaDoe with some one or more of the 
most approved classifications in natural his- 
tory. . Every classificatiou hitherto proposed, 
has in some paitij|lar or other its imperfec- 
tions; but it oqPbhs little what scale we 
adopt, or whetlur' «e make use of several, 
provided that ouf obfiet of conveying;)^ ac- 
quiring a knowledge of the comparative 
(itructure of animal bodies be attained. 

I have annexed Cuvier*s and Grant's clas- 
sifications, which are accompanied by fami*- 
liar illustrations of each class, to assist ihe 
student, and lead him, at a glance, to the 
objects which Mch subdivision embraces* 
C«vier's is taken from Dr. Houston's Descrip- 
tive Catalogue of the Preparations in the 
Museum of the Royal College of Surgeons, 
Ireland, with a»fewadditiQi||U examplee from 
Roget's Bridgwater Treatise. 

OUTLINE OF CUVIBR'S CLASSIFICATION OF 

ANIMALS. 

Four Great DhtRans. 

1. Vertebrata. 8. Articnlata. 

2. Molliuca. 4. Radiata. 

VERTEBRATA. 
CTutractert. — Internal skeleton, brain and spinal 
marrow in separate cavities, red blood and miuMtular 
heart, month with horizontfli jaws, five organs of 
sense, never more than ibor limbs, separate sexes. 

MOLLUSCA. 
Ch. — No skeleton, muscloii all attached to external 
skin, nervous system situated in the viflceral cavity 
iand composed of separate masses Joiued by nerviMij 
filaments ; taste, sight, or aj in one instance, hear- 
ing, the only senses ; oi^ins of circulation, respira- 
tion, and digestion very perfect. 
ARTICI'LATA. 



Ch. — No Hkeleton, two long mTvons chonls with 
classifications'ot the animal kingdom, K'^"gHa at inter%-al3, have n^nally taste and sight, 
e may be some who a;e not, and to ^'"•''^"^ "» J'>»°^e«^ '"^J'*' »<>*"* "^ ^^^^ *« i^"'»'l« «f 
esubioined tables will be found of ; ^^''^^'•^ nmacles attached ; sometimes Uteral limbs, 
Jue in following out this subject. sometunes none, jaws when present always lateral. 

I once engaged in this captivating 



lent of his investigations [dissection], 
isame author, he begins to observe the 
illy progressive developmentoforgani- 
varied and modified in obedience to 
laws : he will often behold the same 

according to the paiticular epoch of 
enoe, uuder;;oing metamorphosis, ap 

under different characters, and play- 
r diSereot parts on the stage of life, 
* Mo. 9, p. 77. 



RADIATA. 
Ch. — Organs of movement and sense disposed cir- 
cularly around a centre, not symmetrically as iu the 
preceding, no visible nerves, no organs of seuiie or 
circulation, respiration by the outward integument, 
intestines often a simple bag, sometimes the animal 
is but a homogeneous pulp without aperture or 
cavity. 



1. 



Order. 
Bimaua , 



I. VERTEBRATA. 

C(as< \. Mammalia. 



^XVEEL. 
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I. VERTEBRATA. Class 1. Mummnliu. 

Order. Exam. 

2. QuadTxiiuana . .Mnnker, ape, leuiur 

3. (^eiroptera . . . . Bat, eolngo 

4. IiiHectivara .. .. Hedge-hog, shrew, mole 

5. Plantigrada . . . .Bear, badger, glutton 

6. Digitiiniida .. ..Dog, lion, cat, marten 

7. Amphibia .. ..Sead, walnw 

6. Mannplalia . . . .OposMim, kangaroo, wombat 
9. Edentata .. ..Sloth, armadillo, ant-eat» 

10. Rodentia .. ..Beavnr, rat, Bqmrrel, hare 

11. Rmniiiantia .. ..Camel, di>er, girafle, Hhcep 
18. Pachydtfrmata . .Elephut, hog, horte, tapir 
13. Cdtacea Dolphin, whaue 

CUus 2. Ares. 

1. AecipitreB . . . . ViJtnre, eacrle, owl, hawk 

2. Panaeroo Thrunh, rwuUow, lark, crow 

3. Scanmires .. .. Woodpecker, cnckoo, parrot 

4. Gallinie Peacock, phewant, grooaa 

5. Ghrallie Plover, stork, snipe, ibiii 

6. Palmipedes . . . . .\ak, gnfel^ gnU, pelican 

1. Chelomm .. ..Tortoiae, turtle, emjs 

2. Sanria Crocodile, lizard, gocko 

3. Ophidia Serpents, boa, viper 

4. Batrachia .. ..Frog, salamander, newt 

Oass 4. Pisces. 

1. Chondropteryyii ..Lamprej, shark, stiirgpon 

2. Malacoptmy^ . .Salmon, herring, codj sole 

3. Lophobrancmi ..Pike-tiflh, pegasns 

4. Pleclognathi.. ..Sun-iish, tronk-tiiih 

5. Acanthoptexygii ..Perch, mackerel, aword-fish 

II. M0LLU8CA. 
Octss 1. Ccpihalopoda. Ex. Cuttle-fish, nantilns. 
Head crowned with tentacnlu, which serve 
as feet. ^^ 

2. Pteropoda. ^Bx.. Clio, hyalcea. 

Prngresirioii by fins placed near the head. 

3. Gasteropoda. Ex. ^iig, snail, limpet. 

Head free, nogri'ssion on the belly. 

4. Acephala. .^x. Ovster, muscle, ascidia. 

Without distinct liead. 

5. Brachiopoda. Bx. Lingnla, terebatnla. 

Two long arms at the mouth for seizing 
objects. 

6. Cirrhopoda. Ex. Barnacle, triton. 

Arms very numerous, articulated, homy. 

III. ABTICCLATA. 
Cl€us 1. Annelida. 

1. Tubicnla .. . .Serpula, sabella, amphitrite 

2. Dursibranchia ..Nereis, aphrodite, loo- worm 

3. Abranchia .. ..Earth-worm, leech, nais 

Class 2. Crustacea. 

1. Malacostraca 

2. Decapoda .. ..Lobster, crab, pawn 

3. Stomopoda .. ..Squill, phyllo8<ima 

4. Aniphiuoda .. .. i^rnmmarus, sand-hopper 
.5. LnMuoaipodu.. ..Cyamus 

6. iHopodii Woud-lonse 

7. Eutomodtrata ..MuuocuIuh 

C/ass 3. ArucJmiiiti. 

1. Pnlmonnlia .. ..Spidor, taruntula, scorpion 

2. Trachealia .. . . P iialaiigium, mite 

Class 4. Insecta. 

1. Aptera ("cntipede, podura 

2. Ci)lHoptera ,, ..Beetle, glow-worm 

3. Orthoptera . . . . Gras«-hopppr, locust 

4. Heiiiiptora .. ..Fire- fly, aphis 

5. Neuroptera . . . .Dragon-fly, ephemera 
f 6. Hyineiioptcra . . Bee, wasp, ant 

I 7. Lepidoptera .. ..Butter- fly, moth 

8. Rlupiptera .. ..Xenoa, stylopis 

I 9. IMptera Gnat, house-fly 

IV. RADIATA Tfl ZOOPHYTA. 
J. ScJunodormata ..Star-fish, sea-nrchin 
^. XuioMOH Kluke, hvdatid, tape- worm 



Order. 

3. Acali'phs 

4. Polvpi .. 

5. Infdsoria 



Bzam. 

. . Actinia, medusa 
..Hydra, oural, madrepore 
. .Bneluoniia, vilwio, proteu 



GRANT'S DIVISION OF THE ANIMAL KINGDOI, 

/. Cjfdo-yeura vd. Badiata. 
Clav. Exam. 

1. Polvastrica .. . .Monad, madrepore 

2. Ponfera Sponges 

3. Polypifera .. .. Pol vpes, corals 

4. Acalei^iB .. ..Medusa, actinia 

5. Bdiinodermata . .Star-fish, ae»-iirchin 

//. DiplO'Xeum vel ArttetUaia. 

6. RntoiQa. ... . .Intestinal worms, hydatids 

7. Rotifera Patdla 

6. Cirriumoda .. .•Bamade, tiiton 
9. AnneUoa .. . .Bartli-innin, leech 

10. Myriapoda .. ..Roolopendra 



11. Insecta Bee, trntter-flj 

12. Arachnida .. ..Spuer, aeoraMm 

13. Crustacea .. ..bolMter, eraD 

III. Cydo-Gat^mta vel MottMWaa. 

14. Tunicata .. ..Ascidia inteiitinalift 

15. Conchifera .. . .Muscle, oystor 

16. GasU«ropoda . . . . Slug, snau 

17. Pteropoda .. ..Clio, hyaloa 

18. Cephalopoda.. ..Cntde-'flsh 

/r. Sjnni-Cerebmta vel VerlArmki, 

19. Pisces Salmon, aharic, eel 

20. Amphibia .. ..Frog, toad, prnteoa 

21 . Reptilia Tortoise, linrd, eerpent 

22. AvPH Ragle, heron, duck 

23. Mammalia .. ..Man, kangaroo, whale. 

Some zoologists, as Linnams, found tbtlf ^ 
basis of classification on the Tamiltf aoA 
respiratory systems, and others on tbe pe- 
culiarities afforded by the generativa of^Bf^Mb 
Aristotle divided all animals into those withy] 
and those without red blood; and Lamiifc, 
into the apathic, the sensitive, and the ii* 
telligent. W. C. 

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

S. R., who, with many others, inqoiree conewiihn 
the eorrectness of Mr. Ironnde'a report i e s[ iectiig 
titeasbool of the Shefileld braneh, is informed tkrt 
Mr. £ was not a delegate to Congreea, and did Bi| 
•peak officially. What he said was given in Ui 
usual ofi'-hand manner, at which no one who knows 
him will feel any surprise. Instead of sayi^ I 
'* grew tired of the school,*' he might more pnpo^ 
have rendered it, my health gave way under isf ' 
joint duties of lecturer and schoolmaster. Thef^ 
mark of the president, when he interrupted Mr. L. ; 
removes much of tbe erroneous impression conveyed. 

G. J. H. 

J. M., Manchester. His letter shall be forwardil 
to the secretary for the Defence, who will attend to ft. ' 

Sceptic is informed that the 1st vol. of the lib 
of Jesus, by Strauss, is published, price 3e. 9d^-f 
rhere are 36 nos. out in the whole. 

A Plain Ani^wer to the Query, * Ought there 10 ira 
fjaw against Blasphemy ? ' By C. SOUTHWELL, mtW 
in Bristol Gaol. — This interesting work is ia tk^ 
pr<'PH, and will be published next week. 
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MB. CHARLES SOUTHWELL. 

Fhb fHendj* of Mr.Soutbwell are respectfally 
nformod that, agreeable as it is to him to 
iear frooi them, such is the strict surveiU 
moe kept over him, that it will be better 
fhat Huj do not rarUe to him at all : he mast 
be ooniddered, daring bis imprisonment, as 
lfiera% dead. As he is placed, the kindest 
mdmost affectionately intended commuui- 
fitioa, may become to him a source of very 
^fiiofal annoyance. All letters are opened 
enuniined- l)y the governor, and some of 
bud before the magistrates, which is 
stinging where near relatives are the 
idents; and any answers returned 
treated in the same way. So that all 
iettt by accident after this notice, if 
Jtted to reach Mr. Southwell, will be 
It to Mr. Holyoake to be answered as he 
can. Even Mr. Southwell's visitors on 
days, are liable to be searched, and 
Ndw of diem have been, on entering the gaol, 
^ |irevent them taking any scrap of paper 
* 1dm. A turnkey is always present at in- 
jVfieini with his friends, and on one occa- 
taVi^an been ordered to sit between him and 
piKMid daring their conversation. 
"Newspapers may still be sent, but the 
firf&^ji Star must not be among the nam- 
it; The lists of these together with those 
|iihiii.i^ are carefully inspected by the ma- 
Pbrtnii In other respects, Mr. S.'s treat- 
tnt ie not to be complained of. His friends 
lb permitted to ftimish his table. But the 
JMe of his soul is entirely the business of the 
Iwtionaries about him ; and if its enjoyment 
I a future state is to accord with its present 
;, he need not sigh for its immor- 
iis appearance is impaired, and his 
too, from a nervous affection that has 
him ; bis spirits are good, and bis 
If, it needs scarcely be added, are 
except that every hour ot hifi 
has confirmed many of them. 
G. J. H. 




THE COWARDICE AND 
DISHONESTY OF SCIENTJFIC MEN. 

The hacknied adage, of honesty being the 
bc'tt policy, is strikiugly illustrated in the 
shulflings and knaveries of scientific men. 
The possession of that knowledge which 
should lead them to the practice of virtue, 
from the want of moral principle, degrades 
them (if we estimate the effects of their con- 
duct), below the level of the most ignorant 
members of society. Instead of lending a 
helping hand to the Samaritans of society, 
they link themselves (it is hoped reluctantly) 
to the disgusting car of vice, which they 
help to drag tknough the mire of human 
ignorance, and over prostrate suffering virtue. 
The differencte between religion and 
science has, on more than one occasion been 
insisted upon in the Oracle^ namely, that the 
former is sy.stematized folly, or ignorance, 
and the latter systematized facts or reason ; 
that rf'ligion begins where science ends, and 
that there can be no legitimate connexion 
between the two, we hope those persons w ho 
may have seen this position clearly, will 
excuse my again reverting to it ; those who 
do not see it, may have their eyes opened, 
and my cherished object will be gained. 
For the general appreciation of this fact, 
would be a death blow to religious faith. 
Unless we possess infinite intelligence, we 
shall always have faith, or a belief in the 
existences we have not ourselves seen, but 
then, it will be abased upon the analogies of 
things we have seen ; and not like religious 
faith, which demands the belief in exiritences 
whiciyiave no type in nature, and cannot 
be contrasted with anything we know of 
without palpable contradiction and absurdity, 
for sure 

Nothing but themselves can be their parallel. 

Man's happiness is pioportioned to his 
wisdom ; knowledge alone is barren. Wis- 
dom, or the application of our knowledge, is 
the prolific parent of all' pleasur«bie sen- 
siatious. A man may know a gteat deal, 
and yet he a practical fool ; he only is wise 
who acts upon what he kaows. Every 
moment teems with useful lessons fir our 
guidance to bappiaees; Viwt Vio^t; \« ; \.>}^q 
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adrantage of them, alas ! the misery and crime 
which deluge society, plainly and painfully 
hear witness. Channing has said that it is 
more noble to instil one great thought into 
the mind of a man, than to be the hero of a 
hundred lights : and so say I. Ardently do I 
desire, amongst other things, to direct the 
attention of my fellows to the adTantage, 
nay, necessity, of gatiiering experience from 
their every day associations, and the acting 
upon it. It is of no use that they perceive 
certain errors and anomolies, if they do not 
consistently, upon all occasions, show their 
possesion of that knowledge by their conduct. 
It is of little avail that they deprecate 
in private the follies and cruelties in con- 
nection with royalty, if they form part of the 
crowds to run after tiie pagen tries and empty 
shows got up every now and tiien to amuse 
and gull a starving and benighted people. 
Unfortunately such is the fact ; and I was 
much pleased some weeks since, to find the 
talented and caustic ^* Censorius," in the 
Dispatch, treating upon the same subject, in 
reference to the opening of parliament. 

Since it is by observation, and action based 
upon our experience of the past, that we can 
alone hope to experience .pleasure, surely 
scientific men are in a better position than 
the masses for enjoying happiness themselves 
and contributing to the happiness of others. 
How much, then, is it to be deplored that 
this class should wilfully assist to continue 
the social miseries in which we are steeped 
to the lips. But such is the fact. Robert 
Owen has asserted, that we are possessed of 
a sufficient amount of knowledge, which, 
practically applied for the benefit of man- 
kind, would make every being happy and 
virtuous to an extent never witnesst^d; 
and yet as a nation, we are suffering more 
than any similar number of individuals ever 
suffered before at one time. And why is it ? 
Partly because those in power consider it to 
be to their interests to keep us in this posi- 
tion, and partly because those who are in 
the secret have not the honesty to speak the 
truth without an attempt at mystery, and to 
act themselves upon their knowledge. 

Scientific men are in raptures upon the dis- 
covery of a new fossil, or a compound Which 
had previously been considered a simple ; and 
bum witii impatience to be the first to an- 
nounce it to the world, their No. lO^s (self- 
esteem) being as active as those of any other 
class; but tbey subsequently cool down 
below zero, when they contemplate the 
consequences their acquisition leads to, or 
perceive the use made of it by others more 
honest, but less careful. And it is then 
they do not scruple to fasten with an addi- 
tional rivet the chun with which villainy 
and folly have bound the mental, and con- 
8equeDt]j the physical, energies of man. 
Tbfs is the unkiiideat cut of all : coming as 
J94 



it does, from those who should poor the 
of hope upon the despairing and wo 
spirit ; instead of which, 

Tbey smile, and murder while tbey smili 

The characteristics of the present a 

those of humbug and philos(^hy. Th' 

eral competition of our unsocial arrange 

compel scientific men to adhere to the 

victions in describing those natural 

nomena they have investigated. The 

a choice of two unpleasant alternatives, 

to tell truth and strike away the ci 

from religion, or to conceal and distor 

for Hie purpose of bolstering it up. By 

upon the first, they lose cast, and are d 

ced by the blood-bonnds of faith as Ii 

this is certain ruin to their worldly pre 

at least. By adopting the second, tl 

repudiated as dishonest or foolisli, a; 

never hope to take rank among the b 

tors of mankind — and be immorial. To 

from this dilemma, they generally i 

wretched attempt to cover their in 

by asserting, that whatever may be 1 

of their facts or deductions, nothii 

more foreign to their intentions than 

prove the truths of religion, and tbi 

are not aware that their language wi 

such an interpretation. This I belie 

the substance of an apology by Dr. Ba 

for his Bridgwater Treatise : a sop 

dragon. In my articles on tiie '^ Tl 

Regular Gradation, '^ many passages 

met with from the learned gent.'s t 

sufi^ipBt to alarm those who hare 

interests in ignorance and credulity. 

The ancients, said hell is pave 

good intentions ; those of the rebgioi] 

ages, if we are to believe them, mu 

considerable causeways, 1 should tt 

this their <ntm peculiar freehold. 

In No. 16, 1 commented upon tiie J 
of the Messrs. Chambers, in referenc 
fcHination of worlds. In their numb 
geology, seeing the deductions to be 
from tiie facts Uiey are giving, they en 
to blind the heedless reader, by referr 
tain effects to '' part of the Great 
Design. '* Dr. Buckland states thei 
*' striking examples of selection of 
vances. ** De la Beche speaks of '* d 
of design so evident throughout Ihe un 
and of the condensation of our 
'' doubtless from design." Remarks 
kind, in scientific works, are notonl; 
vant, but bear upon them the stampc 
and a wish to mislead ; for, if the app< 
do decidedly lead to such conclusioin 
is the necessity for stating them P An 
do not, but the opposite, it is wiUbl 
even hint the contrary. Scientific a 
only to give the world their facts, ai 
it to their readers to draw their own 
^«\oiift; exce\)ting where their ibioii 
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immitMMi wonld enable them to 
a prnbifale nataral eiplanitinn. 
1 not jaitified, asder bd; circnm- 

■ ing np theolc^oal iKcaJa- Ucneeqi 
tifin far-It. I^»,J 



wonW be thought of 

Tiiion, who seeJDg a bliad bndieT 
edge of n precipice, ia not contenl 
lim tbere to take hiiohaDceofescap- 
irsing baol, but deliberately puabeii 
F Would it not be blazoued is tha 
tiitsia"- Most borrihle outn^ '.— 
Qg depravity," Sea., and hopes ex- 
liBtthe riUain vonld be brought to 
CerttuBl; I But learned, KieD- 
far-seeing men, ma^ deliberately 
eir blind brethren OTcr Che precipice 
Into the jawniog golf of miseiy and 
I DDthing ie thought of it. Oh, no I 
duct eonserrei to the uelfiih intereaU 
wilful few, and the preia at coume 

rhudi Uads to a particular vice ]■ 
M opinion ol the world, near » had 
Be itwif, although the finl is the 
mot, and the latter only the effeot 

Theconduct of aociety in relation 
SMBof immorality, may be likened 

who ha« in big garden a tree, the 
irhicb ia poiBonous, and i> hourly 
by every pawer ; but who, never- 
lontentB himBelf vitb fain attempts 
teracting its banefiil effect* upon 
o eat of it, instead of Tigoniwialy 
ice digging up the roots and bamiDg 

B. W, C. 



Truth has naver yet ben 
joriouB." Very g " ■ " * " 
before you eall upon men to 
as trvlh, t hope that you vrillcondeacenj 
raie (hat it ia so. At page 186, I find 
\e vordu, " I do not pretend to tnair that 
■e is DO )K>d ;** then, by what rule doea 
same man, oho does " not pretend te 
knoa: that there is no god," pretend to Jtaow 
that atheism if tnitb, and truth is atheism 7 

It i« quiie true diat I have regarded, and 
lo still regard, tbe question of the being an4 
iltribuTes of p«d as a question of moral influ- 
ence, rather (ban aa a question of mere fact; 
!till, if 6. J. H., or any one else, will deter- 
mine the case, by precMj that there is no god, 
I will give up the queetion at once, and will 
" nevi^r mind the eonsequeneea." ^ut until 
this be " proved," I hope I shall b« ezoosed 
if I entitiniie to coDsider every man a "bigoted 
Atheisi," or a " stupid Atheiat/' just as I 
wnulii consider any Mher man, Paoist, Pro- 
testnnt, M tthodist, or Banter, Hindoq, Bod- 
iut, nr Mohnmadan, a bigot, vbo dogmiiti- 
cnlly cissettcd tbU which he was unable .to 

I Hhoiild be well pleaied to diseniu the 
qoefltion in the Oracle, because to my mini 

n tauve jpecnlative matter, but as lying at the 
root of nil practical morals. This however, 
it would appear, cannot be done. For if the 
moral codo of atheism can allow ils hifth- 
prie^t to speak of an opponent as a " cold- 
hearied and inhuman" ceasoner, it were well, 
fat the Jtnke of peace to shut up tbe book and 
closi: the argument. I remain yoors, 

T. S. MaCKINTOSH. 



M EMbyrofUu Oracle ofReaum. 
y attention has been directed to too 
□rive articles in Nob. S2 and S3 or 
U ofSetion written in a very remb- 

flippant style, headed " Mr. Mack- 
New G^," vbich articles, I suppose, 
9)dea 9)1 a review of a small work 

Mce Dtlypublished.entitlec 
npoQ the Being and Att 
If the spirit exhibited in 
• to be received asaspecimeD of the 
Ubeiim, you will excuse me when I 
;l do not think itisthe kind ofspiric 

Sat that of which I ehie^y i 
lU assumptioD, and I might say cool 
i«e,which runs through tflc whole, by 
i> taken for granted that filAets^ is 
itpUhaathasm. Tbii is the bigotry 
on. I have seen a ranter Chump the 
ooh," and call it " the tnith," the 

truth,'* and [ have concluded that 

was a bigot, " a stupid bigot ;'' anil 

ladaaocher mao BssumiiigChutathc- p..-. . .... 

nth, withont jroving his position, I emplojed, nutnbere ot »\)om. '■'iW &>iA:^ih^ 
il^ ioi^aed t^.cooiida bim s " sCu. / swallow it lis '' tbe eos^^i^^^t^ ^g %V^ 



A "TULGAB ATHEIST'S" 

»1R. MACKINTOSH'S "PURE" HUMBUG. 
" Shime ! where i« 4y Mm* ? " 
A onossiiR miiture of impudenM and folly 
than ia contained in this book could not, I 
think, have bi«n produced,evenby a"vulgar 
superstitiunist;" and muBtei)na11y disgust the 
saint with the philosopher. Although two re- 
views of this eight- pennyworth of nonsensa 
have already appealed iu the Oracif, }l£ sfe 
snrdititi, thick as blackberries in ^t^pn, 
reeJily nupply food (or further comni,ei4. 

1'he Hork itself is really not worth so mncjl; 
notice, and could only have been w^tlcp 
upon ^he ftssupiption of etlensive iguonncg 
jjBrvading the class for whom it was intend; 



ThmnM." Thn mutt be my excn 

obtrudioK this " priuted disgrace, 
spirit once deaigimted this paper, \ipoi) 
my readers. Betneni the Alhtht and Re- 
puilicvn and the Oraele, th« R. R.'s were in 
A bit uf a " fix," Dot knooing vhat gin! to 
tack their religion uid worship to, for the 

dilemmk, Mr. H. kindlf lent them Hi's u- 
si!<tanGe; and be is now emplofedon ''lord'* 
daj " in leading the ontnitiated to a know- 
ledge of tbe divine nature; the holine-s of 
the oceasiOTi being duly preserved by the abo- 
lition of the priest- destroying priotiple oF 
diieuraion, which was found iBCDDVeuieDt, 
I pre«ame. 

No looner does Mr. Oven announcg the 
IrM religion, th«.D Mr. Macl(iiito>h publi^hp.i 
the true god, lo whom the naid reliRion be- 
Joiigs, of course- Now.inMmuch as Ihe lat- 
ter came after the (ormer, I thiuk we shall 
not be far from the (rae notion, liy premising 
that the god was apeciallj created tor the re- 
ligion, or more properly, for the believers iu 
it, yclept " Rational Keligiouistd,'' and per- 
haps deiifatd to lead to a perpetual curacy 
iu the " new moral " choroh. 

Theprefoceis so rich in itiwaf.and more- 
uver being aa index to the wQrk, which wa.i 
intended to crush whom we are gravely told 

(o remove from the land that which? for the 
la4t reason, never could have had a being — 
iitheism, I have extracted it entire, that iny 
coinmeuts may be the belter uuderitood by 
those readers who have not read the nari. 
)[iiasfollo»s) ~ 

The motivei which have nrged ma to writn and 
pnbluh thid DlawTtatuiQ SIS tkese: lamabeliexr 
in /^ beiiy nf oit^ ffid, paTPer/i'I. ir/je, aniiff^'Od; I 
■in coniinred that a belier in gei, a cDnfidinE bcllel 
iu hia power, iffirtton, and gmidvtt, in beneticikl to 

nngpoit aininM^Bupair in advenrit;, and a CDtrevCive 
and r^iaf ag^nstprideand {nsoleace in prosperHy. 
Tha lott waadeiw in the wildormM, like Mnnito 
Pvjk i Of the shipwrecked niariner who is fhit anaj 
tipon lbs ocean, whQHt he iCruggle* with vdverw 

bpBtt, tiecuanae throngh Ihiabalief he^^rftf that tiurre 
14 a atnuBer, ^iwr, and better htfing than himaeLf 
canttolling his destiny.. Take this faiUi. thia (oo- 
cooddence cwaf, and in nine cuei onl of leu. the 
iudii'idaal will fwnt and sink nodef the weight uf 

The other- haud, Mf conKtmu dtiin/' in t/is urittenci 
tifalniing',i^gf eater pavm',vi^doin,aBd^oodi9sxihTin 

hiuiiMfli, ur any tiian, or all men, moderatea hiB 
pride or couQdeDce iu his pwn pover, vyaA/oai, and 
goudaefid. So far, and perhaps farther, I am of 
l>{itaion ChftC the belief in a god, jwim^'iiI, infc, atd 

Thif belier is alw, iu my opintou, beneaaal to 
ptiia ■» ■ weiaJ being. The belief in a bring of 
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for Bgai n g«vhim, nnturslly begeU 
1^~ ti'C oeatun, u may he ■ 



«™iblyp=i 
acler of ad 

if god ! aad, of neeeasity, 
idoLiu, for theee are hU mi 
len, eoen tke mntt ignO'-tmt m 
id goodneau iu the ahatrad 
"'le prugeuitoi ' ' 



najry : t 



n4 fully and wickednesa art o 

cuuau and effect, they hate foUy a 
luTnine ihey at the parent! of mi 
kivd wiadoia and goadueai, becani 
p:iM„la of happine-t, ^ Ihe aOion 
'p^'i r/theaK^fit^afm/nfittre the t 



I ehanging ciica 
modihed, onr w 



being of nacaMily 


low by .he believer, m 


a a»-dy example 




be directed, and 




ari;.ingfrom.he 


lampleof the evil cuUi 


world. &j5.ra. 


the belief in a wiae and 


tend, hyeiainpl 






beuedcialWrnenaaaoii 








appineaa. 


I have one IU 




oponlhi*.u1)]«t, 


ivhieh,h™-ever,beiBgo 


pe™,nal o.hfe. 




theprecedinn. 1 




in open parlianw 


I hy the Bishop of EieW 






Inaaawerlolhia 


Ih^veonlyloaay, th« 


whokno"me(aI 


i I am known lo many 


in thil country) 




aleady, and, 1 










I know that it ia 


Jie cuBlom of intolerant 


denonnce every man ae a Athelat nhoae 


the deity do not. 


n every point, aqnare ei 


ita own. 1 may 


therefore e-pect thai by 


tie.\ib»\\^\V 


dsnoanredaaaoAtheld 


\ »,!, We ™l3 ^» w™ .^ -jhSb*. * 
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: they do me » high honour : for however 
> accusation may be / had much rather be 
I Atheiet than that it should be suppotfdjbr 
mt that I entertain the grotjelling^ degracHngy 
ring notions qf the deitg taught by vulgar su- 



I. 



reader, I hope, will aot fail to notice 
at stress laid by the writer upon the 
n a "god, powerful, wise, and good ;** 
is said to be "a comfort, stay, aud 
against despair in adverfiity, and a 
▼e and reproof against pride and in- 
in prosperity;" also, that it uecessa- 
ets ** a love of wisdom and goodness." 
is DotorioiiR that "nine-tenths'* of 
Id are vic'cus and depraved, and Mr. 
t ns that *' even the most ignorant and 
love wisdom and goodness in the ab- 
which, in my opinion, destroys his 
tsition. The catalogue of benefits to 
ined from a belief in a god is pretty 
rable, and worthy of acceptance let 
>me from whence they may. And be- 
I by the writer at the commencement 
is a believer in a god because these 
iges are to be obtained from such 
1 naturally expected that the book 
>niied to prov^ to men the truth and 
' this belief to morality and virtue: 
ince sceptics and to strengthen those 
in the faith. How great then was 
prise when, som^jjffm lines beyond, 
: stated, that the "Vnonnt of human 
:* resulting from reasoning from ab- 
oral principles it a very smallfraction 
'* Which " very small fraction in- 
this superlatively tri6ing and insigni- 
snefit, is all that men get by believing 
1 ! What wretched remuneration for 
)hical folly ; it would n't find salt for 
>rridge. The customs of the country, 
is necessitarian, in the next page, 
men good or bad, ** hence (he adds) 
i value [i.e. of the very small fraction] 
ief in a wise and good god, as a.Jix§d 
andard,'' &c. A fixed moral stand- 
* a fixed physical one, should be de- 
.bie : but this gent, has devoted several 
f his woric to the demonstration of 
mcticability of demonstrating the ex- 
W a god. And yet, a belief in an 
Mnable, imaginary being {}) is vaun- 
lut forwird as a standard or guide to 
f, in preference to reason and experi- 
id that too by a teacher of the all- 
icy of reason and experience for the 
ion and preservation of. happiness ! 
is to be admired most, the impudence 
gnorance of such conduct r Perhaps 
be told, that the standard must be a 
oae, existing only in tlit minds of the 
«, and not to be made apparent to 
ws. Well, what then ? This writer 
Q the pulpit, that no two individualp 



are ever organised precisely alike, and eoa- 
sequently that their minds will not be alike; 
that it is impossible for any two iodividnals 
to think exactly like each other upon any 
given case. A belief, which must vary with 
every individual, is to serve as a ** fixed moral 
standard ! '* Perhaps he meant for *' every 
man to be his own standard;*' or perhaps he 
did not know what he meant* and left it for 
critics to discover: thus making the enemy 
pay the exjAnse of the campaign. 

Again, this writer says that **nuire than 
tttne-tenths of all human conduct" depends 
upon the customs of the country in which 
individuals are located ; so that, we may pre- 
sume, if the belief in a god is only to benefit 
or improve less than a tenth of human con- 
duct, and that only Huch belief is necessary 
to make men really moral, that the world is 
now nearly arrived at moral perfection, or 
is only a fraction short of it. This writer 
calls the world the ** old immoral '' one, upon 
what principle I should like to know, when 
his proposed '* new moral " one can only be 
superior by less than one-tenth } 

Men can only believe in this god by a 
process of abstract reasoning, which reason- 
ing the writer states would lead men to virtue 
without a god ; where then is the utility of 
the addition ? 

This teacher of ** truth, without mystery, ■^■ 
mixture of error," &c. has made the impor- 
tant discovery, after teaching the contrary for 
many years, that believing inJeeUngt for he 
says, ** because through his belief he feels.** 
To give it more emphasis and attract atten- 
tion to it, he has put the word in italics. 
For some years 1 have entertained the notion 
that our feelings or sensations were the re- 
sult of oontact with outward objects aud 
things, that they were classed with the known 
and knowable, and not with beliefs and ima- 
ginings. For instance: a perspn may see ■ 
one at a distance whom he thinks he knows ; 
the distance prevents his being certain that 
it is his friend, but he knows he sees some 
one; he/etf^s conscious that a human being is 
before him, but he only believes it to be his 
acquaintance. We are told that " seeing is 
believing, and feeling is thfi naked truth," 
but I never heard that believing was feeling, 
however true the contrary may be sometimes. 

So wretchedly incompetent is the writer 
consistently to support his hypothesis, that 
he discloses the real object he had in view 
(the usual screen of cowards and " designers") 
viz. expediency^ before he gets out of the 
first page. He says, ** If the actions of all 
men, or even of the majority of men, were 
the result of reasoning from abstract moral 
principles, the belief in a wise and good god 
would not be so important as it is with things 
as they are at present." An admissson, that 
some men te%\iue tio>d^V^^ *• ^'sAxr m^^ 



Ji 
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them good, and iC is only because some do 
that he advocates it; arjcuing, of course, for 
the necessity of fiuch belief for the mass (be- 
cause of th4fir iguorauce), from his own 
feelings. 

" All men (says the author), even the most 
ignorant and vicious, love wisdom and good- 
ness in the abstract [qy., where could such 
characters get the ideas from P] ; for wisdom 
and goodness are the progenitors of happi- 
ness." But of what happiness ? ^ Why, the 
happiness resulting from the practice of vir- 
tue. Surely it will not be affirmed that non« 
but the wise and good are happy ; and that 
there are not millions in the world whose 
only source of happiness is the misery of 
others. Who can say that the Thug, in pro- 
portion to his capacity for experiencing plea- 
sure, is not as happy in cutting a throat, as 
the philanthropist in saving a life; or the 
pickpocket in abstracting a purse, as he who 
relieves the indigent ? What is wisdom and 
what is goodness? Are they not relative 
terms; the "creatures of circumstances?" 
Does it follow that that which is good for to- 
day is likewise good for to-morrow, the next- 
day, and for ever? If it were so, we could 
speedily establish a " fixed moral standard,'' 
based upon our own knowledge»and not upon 
a rotten belief in a nonentity. 

Mr. M. is himself an Atheist to the god of 
the Jews, as will be seen by the last few lines 
of his preface, but contends for a god who 
directed all the bloody wars of extermination 
carried on by that nation, the horrors and 
cruelties practised by the inhuman monster 
David, in makinfc men pass through brick- 
kilns, and under axes and harrows of iron ; as 
well as the choice specimens of moral con- 
duct, which were glanced at in the *' Jew 
Book " article of No. 4. 

Mr.M'sbook has not removed a single dif- 
ficulty in the way of deism. They who con- 
tend for a god, necessarily contend for a 
something vastly superior to what we can 
ever imagine can be attained by man, and of 
course for the power to do or not to do that 
which man has not the power to accomplish. 
Now the leaving undone any good which 
might be done, is really to do evil. Could 
the god of this book have prevented the im- 
morality he (/ir^c/eei ? If he could, he is a 
demon god, and ideas based upon such a 
being will partake of his nature and dispo- 
sition, according to the writer's owi> ai^u- 
ments. But it is clear that be could, for he 
is ** all powerful," by which I do not mean 
that he can cause a thing to be and not to 
be at the same time ; but, that he is *' all the 
power that is in the universe^ and no more ; 
and it would be difficult to conceive how 
there could be any more j"* and there being 
' oo mr devoted to immorality X\aja, to 
' '-. • See par. 27, p. 27. 



morality, it is evident that instead of a virti.' 
ous and good being we have presented ton 
a moml monster. 

How can the idea of such a being letd to 
virtue and morality ; excepting it be opoi 
the principle of good coming out of evil? la 
this case the god is in harmony with the the* 
ory ; for he has selected a god of power, sii* 
dom, &c. who could avert all misery and viee^ 
if he chose ; proving him to be the fool and 
polluted fountain of aU enormities. Sop- 
posing we were to adopt this god and tbii 
theory (which however is directly opposed to 
the second part of the " Jew Book," wbi^ 
declares that good cannot come out of sfilX 
and resolve ourselves into a nation of istd- 
lectual Thugs, the next generation wooM be 
perfect moral beings; for to our exanpb, 
whioh would form nine-tenths of their cfai> 
racters, they would only have to add ov 
helief\ 

Mr. Mackintosh has taken great ptiw to 
show the difference between knowledge mi 
belief, in order to prove that there ars M 
** absolute Atheists," meaning thereby tint 
there are no men who can prove that then 
is no god ; neither are there any who fltt 
prove that there is a god (saving those whs 
believe in Mr. M.'s own goid — power— wbM 
existence can be proved at any time) wbiek 
is merely leaving the question where he foul 
it. But it is noljmlficient that this AoaU 
be pointed out, ^'inay yet see that Mr.lf» 
has overreached himself and has gonebeyosi - 
the truth. This book was evidently writln ! 
with a view to damage atheism at any Ink 
zard, and in carrying out his object be ku . 
not scnipuled to i^nre theism. If veex- { 
amine this argument, we find that either j 
Mr. M. did not know what he was writiflf . 
about, or that he was determined to do dit ; 
Atheist an ill turn, though it were at thsefr j 
pense of honesty. He has himself made a ' ' 
straw man, and called it an ** absolute Ath» \ 
ist," which he belabours most heartily, npsa 
the Newcastle plan of " doing what be lite 
with his own.^* Can Mr. M. show u say 
absolutes? Are not all things and conditi- 
ons relative ? He himself contends tbatthaif 
is no absolute good and evil in the ninaii 
at the very moment that he talks CS Ab^ 
(or absolute) moral standard of gooBcii! 

If we trace the origin of the words IheiM 
and atheism, and the ideas which gavetbttt 
birth, we shall find that they were employid 
to designate men who believed BkiiA diaMigtd 
in a god ; and not men who knew and eoold 
demonstrate his existence and non-exisfeBiitf* 
I f either party could have proved their csM) 
conviction must have followed with theoAtf< 
No men wilfolly believe a lie, neither can aif 
resist the esidence of their senses. PrMf 
■ would have rendered both terms nnneocMiy; 
\ lot \l «Xl x^ftiQi \}sk»i>9^\it aUke there ooild hi 



11!F. <n. . 

tOeaini destgnntlon Cor a potiinn of 
■ which woald uol applf to all, nnil ■□ 
T<ikin( (be tentiii in tbeir Irgiti- 
m, atUching those tdeu to tbcm 
UB they were inlended tQ repreieiit, 
bibich they wet will repreteat in the 
^ of ratioDSj in«a : do lhi>, and ihejr vMl 
H with hooii'it mua, be niiderstoml in in 
That ij to aay, ihsy oiJl cou- 
PTdw idaa uf Men who themwlves liare iin 
*b span the matter, nbich fv«r way it 
II be, Thi«, p«rhap9, will oppear para- 
Eal.ltnt to oonlend BKaiuaC and (ben Tor 
» of abaololei ; but I hace drawn 
D vhlch 1 thiak nill hi; appnrent. 
tens that iMre i» no god, 

J the least, inconi>i derate and foDliiib. 
atiiffbt tfacu has Mr. M. to |i:ire a nman- 
(to tiie tirma whioh lliey were ncTer in- 
id to oonrey ? Is this the morality re- 
ft train bisgndism? 
k St, under the bead of power, we 
bdUiajcHnner through iif^Iiapwcv, 
|giH Mid to Mist an Ufiliile number 
, nbich bave been in mution 
.n mdha eternity of the pa*t, 
. . lOB threnghout an mftmeter- 
Ktit the future.'' In this paragraph the 

It Ideptiea'l, and be coDCludes it with 
psHmringirorilB:— 

mihnnia br nf Aibdu in sinnf u to imim- 
id lunticm are flnnith, teitAtut 
lin Uist uotiiin, wv [Mat it Om 
j[ hm- tally » SB;, thai it wDlllil be wlutE al 
hi Brgav with flLFh a penon. Bt n loo Jitr 

{ioilldi notbluib to aeknowled^e that, in 
a ny lolgarity, [ un '' so abturd ai 
ptftiBin thttt DuUttr and motion are 
ijnf in aiy opinion. This pawer which 

\e Tor Ihd spirit which " Tulgar tdperati- 
." wonid superadd (o mailer. Why he 
iBtheritated toiuiert the order of thinga, 
^m»en into a cuuse tbnt which is merel; 
Motion is the cause of iihaC wr 

If power be not muliuD, wbul it 
btbat which iisaid la prodace and fwr- 



Isi 



It the fflDli« 



pttdeooe of the presence of 
n to the question — 
laf U, that ill* everywh 




•here being all, how two cTcrywherei 
lt)d room in it. I> it not scandaluiu 
that inch dUhon*at quibbliniti and lopbic; 
riesshonld be gravely put forwurd by a teach- 
r of innruls > (> it fmtn Ihi> that ihe proof 
if the uioTBlity to be deijved from railh is su- 
>eriortDn»9>inf derewe ban an iiidividtaal 
Ktiing np an idol of bi< own imagination, and 
calling it a god lor philusopherii aud not 
:nt with parading his tolly to the world, 
grossly abase thoie whom he tfieiB would 
e>po«e his errors, thinking perhaps, that by 
' ' >; the &iA blow, be should have au «a]r 

But, for argument'* sake, granting that 
iwer is not tnution, we Rnd that be has df 
Hunutraltd tha exislencn of Augodi U tb« 
editor showed iu Ihe first notice, when be (aid 
meu could pick him up iu the lever, be. 
Happy man ! And happy generation to ea- 
iit eontemporaneonHly with sneh a genius* 
Mr. Mackintosh's god is power! Think of 
IbismiserablyyrafJe render, when you comliwl 
yourself in your mildnesi, and contemplate 
the heudstrong and aripitroog whom you tee 1 
dealing death and deitructiou around. Think 
of this when you bear the mighty rushing 
wind, the itartling crath and reverberatiag 
erbo of the Ihtiiider, pealing from cloud to 
cloud I Think of this when the vivid light- 
ning rends the " monareh of the grove '■ '. " 
(Jr. if you be a imoher, " think of this when 
yon Wow your tobacco ! ! ! " 

In sec. 27, the wHler again givei us two 
infinilies; hespeakaof "an eternal aud n- 
^nife universe, actuated and governed by an 
temal and iiifinili mind,'' which is calling 

ec, arguing frum analogy, be shows hii god 
be a personal one, having arms, legi, ko.i 
•r which blunder, by the way the watch gud- 
tes are likewln guilty- In wc. 31, he de- 
Irxys the very being he has taken ss nndi 
ronble to maunfactuni. He aays, 



Bet It 



liiirJ Rirnii, with 



lealb. 



r ID dn ihts BVerTlhinK vei 



bat 



Now, arguing analogically, if living for ever 
be in reality not living at ail, but pofliti'e 
death, then must hii tterita! god be uon-ex- 
isleot, or dead! 

Wilhthisbriefnotice of the latter ponion- 
of the work I mint cooolude. apace not War. 
Fanting any further eaaminaiion of this most 
exiraordiuary book; tlie unphilocophical 
language and error* iu which are. In use an 
phrase, " too uumeroui to par- 

w. c. 
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hoDHtf hu LU phmvei, One o^Lhein nay be tqa^ 
tlu fullowin^ pfer^raph Jtdjii the ChrltttjJiam Oil 
nttfi, of WcduEi^r lul, called tbt Bav. Fnncb 

Athiish and Bi^sPhesy,— Ou Tuttdai/nn. 
inglailapirtoniiamtd H^ifiakt. /ram JI^JuiUi-, 
MIttftd a kftan m ncHhiM (ir bi if hu tmn 
man^^^rititatji iMfmrddttiliim], vr ItttSl^rtumie^' 
IntUiam. /tfUr lUlmkuig l*r abini) of Jui^iM 
bW J wSfim 0nmndlif/ur a omtidefMi time, A- '— ' 
km wat open to any auttlii/ii Thai tiiflUbepHt It 
A lee^ai^tt mmid UaiUand, Onijnl tip, and Kii 
Ike biittrtr iail hni taOtina a faatl dial ataiil oar 

mitfi ^, wd Ai tratilil Im find la kmHo if Oerv 
iiwrr oay dUpelt ut IHe fanmutiil)? TXr bxlallii 
Hen n/lM Onl he prtfriitM M iWwtwt at all, anri 
liBtiflu »if leere toe jwr l« iaa OKU. Ik did ml 
Mitcrlkere teat rtte^ a Mao at a mtiCtvtd impiiitti/u 
nmarted lAal if Uien wu. H,- mtili lutrt lib- tMlg 

ty piarina Mm upoa kaif-Bau. ffilk mtrnv tiaiSar 

•all) attr nif/Htrnt ^ iwpmft'iw, M< yner auauilim 

bMiKf MfMH !■ it mien a muidlnttir pcrtion ^ 
Mi eampanu spplinded At nfHrniif dttrias On limm 
he HVrticifU tMeraHce la lAem pmfyae oviidotte. 

r^la*^ma^'Zit},^'^S^ai 
llaleiBltia. k'e Mir^n km (i«t A> mUiinly 

«-« luioirrfiulifBie latrtilapn'realiaii/iirlkcrE 
HdljaiudidiiMicalteiUitHetu.—Jio.C.C.l 

The iienritr mnd himeunf (hiinpoH hDI be ■ 
from the fe]lowiti;i t'uetJi- I did not Itciure upmi 



w ■' Hon 



:;i>1oi] 



id K'uigTUum," And 
ime cobmiilioii, tinryii^iy kiiayit it ax orthodoi 
i»«peot»bilit7 (u wuh. My " wtacking the 
Bichor Bngl.iid,"i.».bnt a p.sflm( miHrk-Mid 
■t Dol npon Ihe rtntch of KnRlnod, bnt iijMn Ihe 
lOKh of Kaglsad Werking M.b> AMo«atio=, 
ilch wu the Soeiil Insdtnlion I lectnnd in wbeD 
Cheltenhunbf^fora. Thenfore I ipake of it u ui 
1 uqiuinniKe, ud hkving found it nicely deco- 



I dnced the ■pplsnding nbsal which Ut. Cla»ii h 
lun:, Wynipl).ru— 

"At jrau, (ir, htTC Intndnced rrllrin I* Sir 
mtriltir, which 1 han eireTully acoldd in ■fin. 
lure, I will viiwer rnDlilymndelaeml]rT«rHN. 
liuDi and ii)v<>B»ywcc>niialkiTemi>raUt;iillt. 
out nliKluii. Iwl]1nniwerlhiit,t(». HiHMnW. 

be>[ the baidrn uf ■ End hrrc, h* ma; lie aim 
heavy urm their taaadi there. Oar nalleMlMl 

round the aetk oF (ha poor man'* protpnfn. a^ 
nothing of the encrmoui latherlnei of eaplt^<ili 
addition to all thb j and In the face of oar Blitty 

the wenblp of nod. Thli l> ulllltaiiuliB mrni 
divLaity; aait lappeal toyourheadiandToartpd. ^ 
eti ir*« Ira not too poor Id hare agnd? iffm 
loni eoit tlic itlte ai mnch, they would be pd Ot 
aB!leer< npui halr^ay. I think while oar dUna 
I»U. It would ba wiia to do the lame thiiif wtttik 
deity. I1iui far (Hithf BollKeal Kiinoinerai 
objeniou ui build chapeln In comDanlly. ifiia,i 
neviT like to pmiMHe to othm that 1 tbriili fna 
nrieir. ■ an But reUi[lon>~nty creed ll tu bi»ii 
rrred. All reliflon baa barn drtren onl ot i», ■ I 
will ahortiy abuw yoo. Bat wbil do I hrul Tba 

'Ityaaniiot eilrt without rell^on: FMiw 

<! KMiflMi,iaB>y»[niM,lia.Fveipdnrf 
unlain npilngi o/BinnlltT! Ciina*<«iB 
lerl Hark ye ! Morality alone ii Imlfi-tM 
Nt, balmy, and haallhral repntUiNi, mi 
honeit InaiUDcee orer nanhlad. Whir ' 



nenlai deinadiliH m 



with the cbnich of Bngland, I horrowed o limilo 
from Jeaua, and likeneil iltrtawhilL'duppulchre.out- 
nde&iTonough,but Inside TottenneM And dead mea^i 
bonae | not lu tht phy^al aenae, but to rattenuaaii 
of prind^e and d^'udnoM of monlity. This It all 

before coniiucDCLii;{ I etatpil that niy upiniona UiUAt 

fltQod there alone. I am partieuW lo Ihiq, bretnue 

of doing. The qn^atiou of Maitland ia correctly 
■ BUbllBOi . - - 



with rellginn 

uppieiiioa of y-_ , _..,. 

Iilitoty of relliion j look at itt hlondr luMnuanB 
rrf toiturc, and Itt tilt auhjuiiallon af bonmr ■!•• 

iDd there we read lit chararier! WbyUtlini 

ew monthi, Cbarlet Boulhweiriti llrlilol <Stil| 
>Dd whilethafHendorniyhonBilieilbaralwU 
Kit to bear the name of iiod. I ihndder attbelbll^ 
ireligion,] tlee the bible aaavipar, tndranUU 
he touch of a ihrittian— (or their tender M>^ 

•by the peu]ile in cammonitlet may not iDtniaM 
relliinn there, but It It the reaion why I da hiIIi- 
Todnce it into n.r leitum. and I trnil you ■lit tib 
It at my acoliixy tor not Tecommendlnf fod-vanAif 

clay Toply, which wa4 dieered thronghont. I ody 
nenlion Ihin hecBUHOthenriiie it ■■very likely lUdt 
irouldiiaTeheenitfiLdahoDtmabitheObwiuA. Thl 
l^reat m^ority of a very good meeUng felt the w^ 
ml force of the pontion belore them. lBfaet,MlU 
tlitnhing men and women mnst have done, th j lad 
no donbt often felt at I did, but had bad no n^perto- 



any p.™ 



I often filled me with a homaaf 
hem. Hqt now, having apoken, with pethapa an- 

idity, I llnd the ume t.Tmt applied tu n<e, i benia 



. Kit believe there wu Bueh a heiog at a god." It ii 
qoilntme rdonolthink there i«, but I lUdnotajy'l ^,a,„(|i """'"'"""" "" '■'"•' 
BDIkera. On thupoint Mr.Clo-nor MMtlandia fw ^__^______^_^_^^ _^ 

^ltS,r^i.™ IL^r/r'i^n^'I'Tllf' !''i"^dh;G.J.HOLYOAKE,.ndPnhliAM(o.U. 
ajdltub>.mthen«on.formyop„iu,n»»liehlbo hy all Libw.1 B^jbatUeti 
•iW&iuidiiiwr«iiii.ntlowilhhold,aiiJwhiohpv.| ' 



1 hope to hidd a Pnhlii MeelintF in the ■■meplaei, 
)»pljrIo t)iiiKauier«v,geiii.Budbi<ani«clt,aal 
juthweU. "" ° e «.«. t. ^ ^ 



Satniday, June 4, 1841, 



RACLE OF 




<^r, il^ljilaiso^ JJiabicatib, 



I? IMPRISONMKMT, , 



[OTHER PEOSECOTION FOR 
BLA SPHE MY! 

o/ the Second Prieil of the 

"Oraclt." 
fill <hity h»» dB*ol»ed upon ma of 
ing In tbe re^en of Ihe Oracle and 
Aiitt fhE Apprflbeiiaion aaA cnmmUtrJ 
tbei of my (>ieDd», for the laine iaiie- 
I and imteinint offfude ~ hluphemy J 
I bne I Id record the actiie exiittinice 
uma demoniact] spirit vhich actuited 
indUra ChrittianN in their pervecutiani 
iFigtm* uid heretic* ; and nhicb hn> 
I in wi unintermpted line from that 
the {meat in the blood and hraiiu of 
pdnnl MM! proTe^ing I'hrietiaTiily I 

Eipected of men who 
imtginaiy iudividoal, n. oom- 
id fall;, uf iDDcli bumllity 
'tonn;; who, though called 
'Peace," declared he came to 
nto the world P This helluh 
perfanned to perfection, for never 
tUi tiinahai blood and misery ceased to 
hb dogmaa and myateriea. The 
lanity has gunhfd 
irlehing the earth, ip all ages 
Sight innumerahle, and 

Hitcd from the aame source, 

IftdiOFlt tbetibdarale feelingn of any 

id at UDght ihorl of tbe dimna- 

Eitefiii paasioiig which hlicd faiiEticiim 

iven tD ItR god I Meo, ujb Bishop 

re made Ihemaelies godi alter 

taking Che worst specimena 

JMIllId 6nd-tben>Klve 



HOI-ToaKE, reapecting a lectiir 
jfl hj bim in Cbehenbain, upon I 
ntioD, Pi>orLBWs,&o.,BDdaa ac 
le nintTtn made it die close, ia ai 






question. These remuls, it nould ap- 
pear, b; the bllinring extract from the CAcl- 
lenham Chnimclt, led to his arrtstan Thurs- 
day night laat, at the coaolusion of a pnhlic 

ag ID taks into conaideration tbe lubjoet 

lU and relisiouB liberty :— 

laaii Us Blatpitpuwi SacMiil UcMtur.—ln 



" After tbe andienco had retired (says thn 
ChtUmhamFrnpTtH) Snp.Ruwell intimated 
to tbe lectnrer, Ibat he had been ordered 
by the magialratei to bring bim before them, 
bui he had no uwninl. Mr. HoLYOaKB 
said he would go with bim peacetibly, and 
walked down arm-in-arm with a liiend to 
<be station bouse. Superintendent Bussell fol- 
tovring behind." The aame paper contains 
an eicellent account of the meeting, oa well 
as some liberal commeata upon the arreit by 
tbe editor. 

Writing to me from the police slatioa, Mt. 
H. «aj*, "The meetiog at which I spoke till 
hatf-pBSt ten. was enthusiastic. It wastwelv* 
o'clock when I was lodged bsre." 

The snhjoined account of his comnuttsl is 
extracted 

Fram Va OuHmllam fm Prm. 

CO.VMITTAI, OF A STICIAl-lST LBCTURBH O^ 

A CHARGE OF B1.4SPHEMy. 

George Jacob HOLtOaKB was eh»nsd wi* 

Mr. Babb.— r sttina (o prater theehn^of 61m- 

ialfflin' or pioyiaenre oF goii, is S'*'"j "^ *''»^ll™>J". 
aaii cht law hu mnnFied to that aftetia un^^cnwn.- 
ment, cotjor»l poiAAiimnt, MJitoB. \ *i:*i ^» 
eiiJonM o( the Iku, v* \ iWA mV ■CBto >» v 
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eomiuitteJ for iruil, or rcqtiired to find IniU for hiit 
appearance. The ofTencit ia much ascfKravated by 
hU havm^ put forth a plHcari],aimuiuicui}; alecture 
on a subject completely innocent, and having g^t 
togeth T a number of persons, has given utterance to 
those lientiinent:* which are an insult to god and man. 

James Bartram. — I am a compositor ; on the 24 th 
of Mav, I attended a lecture which was delivered at 
th« Mechanic 'h Institution, iu this town ; it was jxist 
after the clock struck nine in the evening; abont 
100 persons were present, or more ; there were some 
women and a (e\v lads ; from A placard over the door 
I understodd the lecture was on " Home Coloni'-ca' 
tion ; the Poor lift w.^, and ICmicration sn|M»rrti»ded ; " 
I did not take notice whether if was stated who the 
lecture would ha civen by ; when I went into the 
r.)om that gentleman (prisoner) Was lectnring ; a 
<fuesrion was put to him by a per/?on whose name I 
nnd<'r'<tood was Maitlund ; that question had refer- 
^nce to our duty to god ; the pridoner made some 
remarks, ichich I cant of course recollect^ as I was 
not paying suflicient attention to the lirst he said ; 
he stated he thought the people of this coimtry were 
too poor to have any religion ; he stated he was of 
ho religion at all ; he stated he did not believe thefe 
was such a thirjg as a god ; that he would have the 
deity served the same as the government served the 
subalterns — place him on half-pay; there was a 
general expression of applause; I heard no expres- 
sion to the contrary ; there was cheering at the end 
of his sentence. 

Cross-examined. — T am sure you used the w<wrd 
** thing ; '' what yori stated was after the manMait- 
land asked the que^»tion. 

William Henry Pearce. — I am a printer; I attend- 
ed on th« 21th of Msiy a lecture that took place at 
the Mochpuic's Institution, Cheltenham, a little after 
; I should think the^^o were njnvards of 100 persons I 
present, men, women, and boys ; I was induced to j 
go in by a person niJiicA Russfdl telling me there 
was a lecture ; I saw S pla(5ard ov(!r the doof ; I 
scarcely noticed it ; I think I saw the word * 'Coloni- 
sation ;" the prisoner Was lecturing when I went in ; 
I hoard Mnitland say the lecturer had sjnd a good 
deal about teachiii£( man his doty towards his fellow, 
but he had ni)t said anything about teaching him his 
duty towards god ; the prisoner made somif remarks 
about educatiim, and having roouu for teaching the 
Cliihlreu in this colony, and be said for Ids part he 
thought the pi»ople of this country ought not to have 
Any religion, for they were too poor; ho spoke of 
how urany millions it co.Jit : he said, " For my part, 
i am of no religion at all ;" he made some other re- 
marks which I do not recollert ; he said those who 
professed religion were worshipp jts of Mammon ; he 
said, to the best of my beliefs " For my part I don't 
believe there is such a thing as a god ;" I Hrmly be- 
lieve he used the word " thing ;" when he was speak- 
ing of the people of this country being too poor, he 
said, '' If I could have my way I'd place the deity on 
half-pay in the same way as the government do the 
tfubiiltem officers." 

Holyoake. — I ahonld wish to ask whether it is cas- 
tomary to take persons from their homes without 
Mutbority and iritfaoat a warrant? 
Mr. Capper. — I believe any person in that aaaem- 
fJjr had a right to take jou without a warrant. 



CroHR-cxamined. — My motive for goiiig^ ma I 
thought it was a political lecfenre ; to the best of bj 
belief yon said ** the people of this country (Might not 
to have uiy religion ;" you said you were noreligiiA; 
I can't state wliat reasons you gave for year state* 
ments in answer to Maitland. 

Pearce. — After the • lectiuo was concluded, Our 
(Chairman said any person might ask any qnestioit 
of the lectnrer; and Maitland got up. 

Bartram recalled. — The lecturer was endeavour- 
ing to show that there ought to be a universal toler- 
ation of religious principles, and those who were in 
those communities might or might not have a re- 
ligion, and he for himself claimed the pame privilege. 

Mr. Ovearbury. — \Yhether you are of no reliirion i> 
very litth; to us, but yonr attempts to propagute tie 
sentiu^ents that tliere is no god is calculated to pro- 
duce disorder and confusion, and v M breach of tlit 
peace. 

Mr. Capper. — It is not only wickedness, bntfi^r 
no heathen in the world denies the estistence o(%$»L 

Holyoaka. — I am not allowed to argue it ? 

He was ordered to enter into bis own recogainft* 
ces of ./'lOO, and find two sureties in .f 50, toaunrer 
the charge at the sessions. 

Mr. Henry Fry aud Mr. Partridge oflered flwaK 
selves as bail, but Mr. Bubb applied to have twen^* 
four hours' notice given of bail, which the Wndk 
agreed to, 

A friend of Mr. H.^s writing from Cheltea- 
bam, fnmi.she» these additional particntvs: 

" Friday evening, -^Mr. Holyoake has jn* 
been sent to Gloucester, handcuffed hetvMW 
two policemen ! It was their intention to 
make him walk, but we interfered, and hff 
has ridden.''^ And in another letter just re- 
ceived, that '* "When the evidence was finish* 
ed, the magistrates took it upon them to left- 
ture Mr. H. ; Mr. Capper asserting thatU» 
condact was dictated by a feeling c^ bravado, 
and should like to hear him say there was V 
god on a death -bed, and he would then oB 
him a bold nian.*' 

These proceedings are eren more diflgriee* 
fnl than those connected with the arrest rf 
Charles Southwell in Bristo]. B«9 
is an individual arrested wiikout a warrant, 
for an alleged offence committed nine dayf 
previously, daring which time it must haw, 
been welf known to the parties in office, ilf 
whose instigation it took place, that the fit 
fender w-ould tisit Cheltenham again U t 
certain period. 

It would appear from Mr. H.'s remaitoii 
last week, that a reverend gentleman if it 
the bottom of this righteous affair, and IhtXf 
too, the saintly, but fashionable^ parsova 
Cheltenham, the Rev. Francis Close, Al 
denouncer of music meetings, &o. " Thf 
greater the saint, the greater the rogMt*' 
This " March-hare of the church," as Cbaii 
Southwell called him,* is the individual mb^ 
said that " The more a man is advanced h 
Yiwmvcv Vtvov7V^^«, the more is he oppoMd II 
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Ae truth of f^ !'' How perfectly in keep- 
ing vritb Buch an opinioa is the attsertion that 
<hefe were in the employ of the editor of the 
•CheUenham Chronicle (called this same rev. 
gent's paper) three persons " ready to vitrify 
OQ oath" [their words were not to be credited ; 
parsons believe none but swearers, though 
tile "Jew Book*' says, " swear not at ail "j 
the correctness of the statements made by the 
editor, the greater part of Which Mr. H. 
-sfaowed to be a lie ; and to which Htitlemcnt 
one of the said veraf:ious authorities would 
not swear positively, but said " to the host of 
fkj belief," &c. Upon the mere belief of a 
fian— used to do the dirtv work of his inter- 
■ested employers — that another expressed cer- 
"tam theological opinions, the latter is com- 
Qitted to a prison and treated like a felon 
iagainst whase criminality there is not a sha- 
dow of doubt ; for It is usual in cases of felony 
,<t3 discharge or remand the suspected party, 
when the evidence is not of a positive nature. 
The motto of ^Sai/i^ Francis, of Cheltenham, 
being that ** a little learning is a dangerous 
tiung," he acts upon the " better-to-be- safe" 
principle, and employs those only who have 
Mmu i doubtless from the impression that the 
possession of virtue is in the proportion of the 
absence ot knowledge. But herein he either 
fingets or wilfully closes his eyes to the fact, 
that the posse»<ion of information sufficient 
^ see this supposed fact by himself, entitles 
Um to high rank among the dangerous and 
Wortiiiess character of society. The three 
diigraoes of whom he speaks would doubtless 
*rear to anything for which they were paid, 
bolding their nituations upon such tenure ; 
liang foand of great use. no doubt, as spies 
iipon the liberals of the town. 

It is a singular circumstance that three 
■fvties from one firm, and that not a very 
cartensive one, evidently opposed to anything 
like socialism, should have attended a lecture 
npon " Home Colonization,'* wherein there 
W not much probability that theology would 
fetimched upon, unless introduced by question- 
tog at the conclusion ; which, singularly 
^nough, took place, and very probably formed 
tpart of the plan. Unless one of the trio 
W8 a reporter, I can speak from pretty ex- 
te!pi«ive experience in these matters, it is 
Mmewhat unusual for journeymen to furnish 
^tors with reports of lectures or public meet- 
ings, voluntarily ; the intimi^cy between the 
tvo parties not generally leading to such re- 
jNln. But supposing one to be a reporter, 
the other two would still appear to l^ave jgon^ 
■I witneBses. 

Again, we are told that the police were 
.''ordered to nse every exertion to bring him 
([Mr. H.) to jastice,*' and yet they allow him 
IB attend a public meeting, and speak ^ere 
|br lome time (when he might have again 
liliiipfaemed) and never attetnpt to interfere 
wiA biuf^ ' This fact,, to my min^, is conclu- 



sive, that they delayed bis arrest in the hops 
that he would, by reiterating his former 
opinions, or by defending them, furnish a bet- 
ter pretext for his detention. An utteiujit 
was made to revive the question of *• the ex- 
istence of deity, but Mr. Uolyoiike declined 
entering into the question at that time .ns the 
meeting was called tor another object." 

Query. — Is the pers(»n who induci'd Pearca 
to attend the lecture the same with the su- 
[)eriutendent ? The cumcideuce is singular, 
if not so. 

1 he sapient Mr. Capper believed any per- 
son had a right to arrest the prisoner without 
a warrant, and upon his belief he does not 
scruple to interfere with the liberty of the 
subject, and send a couple of blue-coattd 
rulliiins to drag an ** unresisting youth ** be- 
fore him, whom he iHsulted and disgusted 
with his ignorance and want of decency. '* No 
heathen in the world," said this Midas, "de- 
nies the existence of a god," and for this 
renson he thinks it *' not only wicktdnc'S but 
folly" to dispute it. Henceforward philo- 
sophy must he tested by ignorance, and that 
only be considered true which the heathen will 
admit. I would suggest the test being ap- 
plied to Christianity, and acted upon. 

The following is from the editor's remarks 
in the Free Prrss: — " A young mim, named 
Hnlyoafce, who had become embuiertd 
against ** religionists '* through the imprison, 
ment of a friend who avowed atheisiticjii jnin- 
ciplfs, publicly denied, in answer to a ques- 
tion, his belief in the existence of a j.-od. 
Such an avowal called for a visit from wme 
minister of religion, to reason and converse 
with him, in order that he might be convinced 
that there is a god who ruleth over all, and 
that the spirit of ehristianity is holy, just, and 
right Such was not the course adopted, but 
policemen were despatched to bring the un- 
resisting youth before the civil magistrates, 
and he is now committed to take his trial for 
the offence, and his punishment will ])robably 
be a long termof imprisonmept. And is this 
calculated to softeji his heart? No. His 
sense of the injustice which he endjjres will 
harden him in unbelief, and he will walk forth 
from his dungeon with hiy heart steeled a^.ainst 
conviction, and with a stipuger dt termina- 
tion than ever to obtain cunvrvts to his mt>de 
of thinking. Oh ! when will Christians eear»e 
to act as though they (lisb.-'lieved the power 
of those doctrines they profess ? " 

Dismissing the idea of malice aforethought, 
and looking upon it as unpreineditattd, ln)w 
like a well-paid son of the *' scarlet whoie,'' 
is the resort to physical force instead of ar- 
gument ; to the brutal instruments of magis- 
terial tyranny, instead of the intlucnce pf the 
holy ghoiBt ; to the dungeon, igsiead of the 
church i Do those in authority imavriue ^ve^ 
will ewet be aXVovj^di W^ tiy^xisvi^i v^^ vi\ 
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jnred mnltitade will not, at no distant period, 
tarn and rend them P Do they imagine that 
the examples of yiolence thej 90 indostriously 
set, will not be copied, and practised upon 
the teachers ? 

Every prosecation for blasphemy, by pro- 
ducing feelings of disgust and indignation in 
the minds of the intelligent members of society, 
and in its re-action upon the public mind, 
obliges bigotry to moderate its fury, and re- 
strain its thirst for freemen's blood I Every I 
gross outrage against the common rights of 
humanity, by the surpliced bandits that in- 
fest society, or in support of their interests, 
proves the absolute necessity, if we ever ex- 
pect to emancipate ourselves and our children, 
of declaring war, uncompromising and exter- 
minating to the altar and the priest ! Aye, 
even war to thb knife ! 

Those who would be free, themselves must 
strike the blow ! 

The enemies of tyranny, and friends and 
advocates of freedom of expression, are again 
called upon to exert themselves, as they did 
in the case of Mr. SouTHWBLL,with the cer- 
taii^ty that similar good will be the result ; 
and that the means taken to stop these opi- 
nions only accelerate their diffusion. 

No sooner was Mr. H. arrested than an 
order was sent by a party at Cheltenham, to 
a bookseller, for a large supply of the chief 
atheistical and Infidel works, which was im- 
mediately supplied. Thus, books which 
Otherwise ijrould i^ot have been heard of for 
months or years, are now generally diffused 
in an in^portant and exteusive locality; and 
through the channel which is opened a con- 
stant and healthy stream of knowledge will 
not cease to 6ow. 

One word at parting, every exertion made 
in South WE LL*s causo should be trebled on 
the present occasion, for Uolyoake *' has given 
hostages to fortune*' — having a wife and two 
children; whereas his friend had neither. 
The. last remarks made by G. J. Hw, on 
Tl)ursday evening last, were to the following 
effect i**-- 

I have always fqand a {ijeatdeal of kindness and 
courtesy in this room. Should anything happen 
to me it is not unlikely attempts will be made to 
tradifce my oforal character. I have a wife and 
two children of whom I am fond. If I hare periled 
py liberty it is not without knowing the truth of 
those principles. Wo have attende|| meetings ; I 
want to know whether tlie principles of liberty 
exist as they are talked about, and I have taken 
up the pen of Charles Southwell ; I believe my 
wife would take a pleasure in my suffering if she 
knew it w^s caused by my daring to be. an honest 
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man. 



' < ' ..f. ifff ..,,i 



y.c. 



-T/flf the BtiinVB godly maxim to beg for the pe\l 
-fif behalf of the poor, and the^ keep it himself. 
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XVI. 
"In reference to the phenomena of organic hfe, 
they had a classification and stracture of their 
own, often not the same we now behold { but it 
was impossible to donbt that the same class of 
fancies were concerned in influencing their forms 
and modes of life." — PHILLIJPS, on PmsiU: 



In my last, I gave Cnvier's and Grant's 
classification of the existing animal king- 
dom, whichL will be found of great valne 
to the reader in considering the gradation 
and classification of extinct animals, or 
what are generally called fossils, found ia 
the earth's strata. ' 

At the commencement of my labours (in 
No. 9) I stated my conviction, that animali 
were originally produced from the earth in 
consequence of a favourable condition of 1 
matter at the time, and that their lives wen 
subsequently sustained from the same rea- 
son ; but that whenever any material al- 
teration of tl^e locality in which certain 
animals resided took place, they either acj 
commodated theinselves to the different 
circumstances, or became extinct This 
opinion or hypothesis, the arguments and 
illustrations I shall now* bring forward, 
in connection with the discoveries of geologf 
will, I think, fully substantiate, or at any 
rate amply support. In fact, an unbiassed 
examination of fossil remains, taken in ' 
connection with the state of the earth at the 
period of their animated existence, and the' 
changes which took place when they wootf 
appear to have been destroyed, must lead 
to such conclusion. ' 

At one time, we find the earth unfitted 
for the existence of any condition of animal 
or vegetable life, the matter then consoli- 
dated having evidently been subjected to ae 
great a heat as to melt or fuse it; and if 
thence cailled the plutonic series, consistini^ 
of the various' granites. To these succeed 
deposits which may have contained organ^ 
ised forms, but from their proximity to th# 
former series they ba^e been so changed iti. 
to obliterate their remains. The next, of 
transition series, being further removed from' \ 
these unfavourable! circuniBtances, and apt 
parently fitted for the support of-Iife, isfoun^ J 
to contain plants and animaia. ; And as wt . 
proceed, from the lower to the.iiigher stratii 
so do ifpec^nd. the life-J^odii;piog-. and liie- 
sustaining properties of the strata increased 4. 
or, if this he not the case, w« have *videoCi 
of a grt^dufil increase in the varieties -of ^fl^ 
ganised matter, and an approximation ts . 
those forms which now inhahit our spheit*. , 

The following extract from a lectait>' 
6Le\\\et%^ ^ icvT "vv^c^^^ «vnce, by Pro fu w M 
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utifully illastrates my views, and 
jle M showinjr the heavy blows the 
of science is dealing to superstition 
f, and more particularly to the 
reatorial folly. He says : * 



reference to the cauAen w'hich govern 
e, in reference t6 the' degree in which the«e 

a given time, it was tolerably appaarent 
lagnitude of some of the duilocatioua which 
ted thoxiaandd of feet in height, and an 
ixtent of area — and it appeared to bo clear 
?vidence as to chaiijEe of dimato over a 
ice of the ancient globe, derived from the 
•gauic remains — thai the conditions under 
^8e causes induenced life, and thone in- 
od agencies of the aqueous aud ign«;ous 
e different in tlie ancient world from what 
hold; and accTordingly, it was probable 
hat the rate of progress must also be dif- 
low, ujK>n this view, two • speculations 
iturally to arise :— Should we have the 
ite of the earth, its temperature, and the 
organic life, as one of a circle of changes 
re may have been previously to it, in 
e may be more violent than others ? Or 
mppose that the et'idencfi leads to a dif- 
ilusion, and, instead of geological pheno- 
ing a circle, regard them as flowing on in 
laving something like a beginning, aud 
eries of alterations) from the most ancient 
iie present? Firiiit, in reference to the 
nction between the stratified aud unstra- 
8, the evidence was, that below all the 
ockfl there was a very extensive system of 
need by heat, but not such as any volca- 
now producing ; ' and not only did that 
riod produce a far greater mass, but the 
need by heat appear to undr^lie all the 
ocks, and were subject to fusion in con- 
as was supposed, of the communication 
n the interior of the earth. Another fact 
:he most ancipnt stratiiied rocks very un- 
' 'showed themselve>* derived from the 
ion of the igneous rocks; those parts 
a agfrregattid in water. This looked like 
u% of a series. The millstone grit was 
rock derived from disintegrated granite, 

jitipposed that the sandstone rocks, if 
inf would fonu a granite. ' I'prixnps it was 
th making a supposition about, unlcM 
M feaad largely existing in nature. But 
rn the probability that there wa;) an ori- 
ition of.tliiugs totally diffcrent, iu which 
ormed by the action of heat, were disin- 
id again aggregated and deposited in new 
e action and influences of .water. As to 
, he had -shown that plants and animals 

several series of creations ; = that we were 
3 tl^esai into several successive groups of 
was verytntereatiftg to "know that those 
h^ series '"^f ere thJf most unlike eicwting 
that most of the ^lant^ aifS animals of 
pasrts of- the 9&tiih were ei^tinet; their 
ifbnnation* unlike* what we n6w behold, 
ef trace a certain order of change / not like 
^itkfBf meHog in a circle, bat rather such 



as would belong to a series. We trace these foi 
of organic life rising higher and higher, till we 
coald connect the whole in one gemnral clasafiear> 
tbn. Thi$ looked tike a imries and not a drek. 
Another thing looked still more important in this 
particular consideration, vis., the numbers of these 
orgsmic remains. He had shown that in the lowest 
rocks, in a hundred feet of thickness, there were 
P"rha]»s two or three species of shells ; in the next 
above them, four or five ; in the next they increased 
to eight or ton ; and, in the tertiary series, he thought 
they exceeded 140 species. These lowest were not 
dUtorbed, biit well preMervcd amongst the rocks, 
yet showing that the circumstances of then existii^; 
nature permitted but few species of organie life ; yet 
they continually augmented, till, in the upper parts 
of the aeries, the numbers of species became, ex- 
tremely large ; showing that, at that period, circum- 
stances were extremely favourable to organic life. 
Theu, as to the forms of plants and animals, thosf 
I found in the upper series were most like whitt w« 
' have now ; so that the present aspect of the earth 
was most like the most recent change. Below these 
last the strata were of vast thickness, and in these 
were no traces of life ; not that they were peculiarly 
unfit to preserve them, quite the contrary. He 
would'only, in conclusion, venture to place before 
his audience, in a very few words, the causes ac- 
cording to which a great number of geolopsts think, 
when fully worked out, we might have a tolerably 
clear knowledge of the series of these phenomitaa, 
and their way of Influence. If we first consider the 
fact proved, that over the greatest portion of the 
northern zones of the world, during a large portion 
of time'when the stratified rocks were accumulated, 
there was a high temperature both on the land and 
on the sea. If, fnrther, we consider that, in the 
breaking up of the crast of the glob<>, the enormous 
effects of wliich operation were connected with the 
action of heat, and below all the stratified rocks 
there are proofs of the existence of immense masses 
of igneous rock ; these considerations would link 
thetbselves into one general scale of speculation — 
that the earth must originally have been of the na- 
ture of a body so highly heated, that neither the 
atmosphere nor the water (if water existed at all) 
would be fit for organic life ; and that, as the globe 
cooled down, both the atmosphere and water might 
acquire a condition more and more favountble <!bn- 
tinually to the derelopment of organic life ^ :tt that 
the temperature, stUl goins on cooling andltanfi^tf .. 
up the bed of the )<^a, dividing the mass of watc^ 
into land, there #ould be introduced upon the globe 
that great variety of climates and combinatioiu'or 
circumstances which did not obtain in the earliest 
periods. That view, if worked out, would be found 
exceedingly ii^^eresting and firuitful of results — 
"much more so than was at present supposed. This, 
he might meiftien, was a view" not thought uAfk- 
Vourably of by astronomers, but rather Che contrary. 
However, there was this general speculation thrown 
out, in the hope that eventually the facts might be 
thus united. 'He believed that we had to psisa 
through long periods of time before the establishnf^nt 
of ahy one getteral view as the explanation of tiiis 
1 Iong< series ol shenomexva. "^ 
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tigation must not be overlooked. It is 
this : not only does g«ology prove that in 
no one instance in the petrified world are 
laperior organisms, as they are termed, 
found unconnected with inferior ones, as 
stated by me in page 159; which, I con- 
tend, is an argument against creatiotts, for 
we jdo not find a coach-maker, when he has 
to build a nobleman's carriage, begin by 
making a mud cart or pair of trucks. 
But that, taking the whule series of depo- 
aitions, from the granites to the diluvial 
of the tertiary, it would appear that the 
lowest or simplest organisms in the animal 
scale, existed in greater numbers contem- 
poraneously with the lowest strata of the 
geological scale. And that the progress of 
the former to their present state was regulated 
and determined by the progress oF the latter. 

For iustance : in the grauvacke or transi- 
tion ^^Dup, the lower part of which is called 
the ** lowest fossil iferous gn>up," we find the 
polypus, lily-eucriuile, trilobite, &c., forming 
the greater portion of the animal remains of 
the p«riod. Many of these belong to the 
lowest divi^on of the animal kingdom, and 
one of the most poiific to the lowest order 
but one. 

Whether or not I am justified in using the 
terms inferior and superior in relation to or- 
ganisations, is not worthy of consideration 
here; in even instance 1 have, and shall con- 
tinue CO «ts« Uie words in the popular senses, 
the better to convey my ideas. Although 
1 shall begin from the to«>ils of the lowest 
stratum, and pr\>ceed upwards to the tertiary, 
the following table will be found of service 
to the reader, forming an appropriate com- 
panion to those given last we«k, and scarcely 
to be dispensed with in out prvseut iuquir}'. 

>X«SlUKEROl-S. AQrKors. 

;>iPEai'*c:AL. 

Ve<>>caMe wil . . . . 

P^ Remain-* of «niEn«l«. ma- 

4iiT»veI bwd* nr ol* which «uU exijtC. 

Blttf eUv tw'lA .... 

TEKriABY. 

bulbed* 

Sfcelly Millsww . . . . jy^^„^ 4i,ti^ ,.p^ 

PlaMicdsT 

■ 

SECONDARY. 

Chuik Gnnf.f. 

fy^„_'; Siaa-lAr 

W<Mad»y« 

(AMtiir G-ntp, 

.. .. ,. SiUZL? %» md uodscjae 
^"^ •• Mtihywann» 



New Red SatuUtone. 

Zechfltein I gnaDodon 

Red conglomerate . . Pterodactjle 
Rock salt Tortoisea 

CarboHiferout Group, 

Coal „ -^ 

Saadatone Zont>hyte8 

Shale MoUtisca 

Mountain limeiitone . 
Old red sandBtuoe 



Cruatacea 
Few lishea 



TRANSITION. 
Grauvacke Group. 



Granwacke 

Clayey and sandr slates T"" •; . ^. 

orliwestfoMaiferou* i2S2!i*'' "*"***" 



Polypi 
Encruiite 



Trilobitea 
XON-FOSSIUFEROU9. 



Jfetamorpkie^ 



PRIMARY. 

I Inferior Stratified Series. 

! Clay date 

, Micadlate 

Primitive limestone . . 

Protoeine 

' Gnei^ 

PLUTOSIC. Granites. 

Granite, in rarietiea . . 

The table reads from tie bottom upwards. 

Commencing then with the irajtsition serii 
j composed of the grauwacke group, we it 
find vegetable and auimal remains. Tl 
former consist of aigs, or sea weeds, shown 
that seas like our own then existed; MX 
land plants of simple structare, as kt 
and club mosses, ore also found, sbowii 
the dara of the era to have been of 
very simple kind, and suited to live 
marshy grounds. Amongst the aniiiu 
there were abundance of polypi mm 
bling plants ; but the most numerous eb 
consisted of shell-fish, possibly, because bf 
Ccr calculated for preservation. Also» ti 
;. iify-tncriniU a remarkable example of t 
radiated tribes; it is so called from itsmei 
blaaee to a iily resting on its stalk. *Ht 
snppofcd," says Mr. Gcsner, " that the si 
mal resided in the bottom of the fiower; si 
those portions of it which were muveabi 
stood stretched out like arms to aeixB i 
prey." It is altogether extinct, and hasbn 
so for many ages. Ol the sbelUfish, tbc 
were the jamoniie and nm/ilitf, the foni 
, receivioa: its name from the curved hora i 
! the head of rhe statne of Jupiter Amma 
: they are ven' common, and are called 
some parts **soake stoaea.*' 

The tTtiu6i:ff, anocher of the eartj sped 
deserving particular attention, is oo* • 
tincty but the class to which it belonj^(en 
tacea) serves to a£jrd some knowledge of 
habits. " The trilobice had a head and ey 
below which there was a body of no gR 
length, covenEd with shelly plates in t 
maaoer of a lobscer's tail« and terminati 
\ \tt % varNv Twiudifid ^oiaiL It is ioppoi 
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Ibe tPSLter, which have not of course been pre« 
wrved. But the most interesting feature in 
thetrilobite was its e^es, of which several 
specimens have been obtained in a nearly 
entire state. The eye of the trilobite has 
been formed with 400 spherical lenses in se- 
parate compartments on the surface of a 
toroita projecting conically upwards, so that 
the animal, in its usual place at the bottoms 
of waters, could see every thing around. Aa 
there are two eyes, one of the sides of each 
Would have been useless, as it could only 
look across to meet the vision of the other ; 
but on the inner sides there are no lenses, 
that nothing may, in accordance with a 
principle oWrvable throughout nature, be 
throw away. It is found that in the serolis, 
a surviving kindred genus, the eyes are con- 
■tmcted on exactly the same principle, except 
that they are not so high, which seems a 
proper difference, as the back of the serolis 
is lower, and presents less obstruction to the 
crtatiire's vision. It is also found that in 
tn the trilobites of the later rocks, the ejes 
are the same." 

** A few bones of fishes have been found in 
tile granwacke ; but some obscurity rests on 
the point If such really have been the case, 
tte remains of this era may be said to include 
ipecimens of all the four divisions of the 
iaimal kingdoms-radiated, jointed, pulpy, 
•od verterbrated animals, or radiata, arti- 
calata, mollusca, and vertabrata."* 

Id the carboniferous group of the second- 
By xries, the animal remains are much the 
nme as those of the grauwacke. The 
tefietable remains of the new red sandstone 
gronp are much the same as the preceding ; 
Wtinthe department of animal, when we 
ttrive at the muschelkalk, or shell limestone, 
«e find a great difference, leading to the 
nppomtion that, at this era of geological 
chronology, '^circumstances had arisen chang- 
ii^the character of marine life over cer- 
tain portions of Europe ; that certain ani- 
atb abounding previously, and for a great 
Kogth of time, disappeared never to reappear, 
•t least as far as we can judge« from our 
knowledge of organic remains;'* f and that 
certain new forms of a very remarkable kind 
Were added. The new creatures were of 
iocb a class as we might expect to be the 
int added to the few specimens offish which 
k«d hitherto existed ; they were of the class 
•f reptiles, creatures whose organization 
^tces them next in the scale of creation to 
iWi, but yet below the higher class of ani- 
mals which bring forth their young alive and 
sourish them by suck (mammalia). The 
earth was as yet only fit to be a partial habi- 
teiuB to creatures breathing its atmosphere 
HM living vpon its productions. It is sup- 

« Cbamben's Information. 

^DelB Becbe'a Msmaal, 40a. 
80/ 



posed to have been under so high a temper- 
ature as to be unsuitable for mammalia r 
the lands which existed were probably low 
and marshy, with a hot, moist atmosphere, 
80 as to present an appropriate field of exis- 
tence only for lizards, crocodiles, and crea- 
tures of similar character. It is also to be 
supposed that the land was at this period 
undergoing frequent changes and convul- 
sions, so that only a class of creatures to 
which submersions and deluges were mattera 
of indifference, could reside upon it withevit 
a great waste of life.* 

"When we see," says Dr. RuokTand, 
" that so large and important a range ha9 
been assigned to reptiles among the former 
population of our planet, we cannot but re. 
gard with feelings of new and unusual interest 
the comparatively diminutive existing cffder» 
of that most ancient family of quadrupeds, 
with the very name of which we usuaHy as- 
sociate a sentiment of disgust. We shall 
view them with less contempt, when we learn 
from the records of geological history, that 
there was a time when reptiles not only c-on- 
stituted the chief tenants and most powerful 
possessors of the earth, but extended their 
dominion also over the waters of the seas ; 
and that the annals of their history may be 
traced back thousands of years antecedent 
to that latest point in the progressive stages 
of animal creation, when the first parents of 
the human race were called into existence."!' 

One of the most remarkable of these rep- 
tiles has received the name of ichthyosaurus 
(fish-lizard), seven species of which hare been 
discovered. The head is like a crocodile's^ 
body like a fish, with four paddles, like 
those of the whale tribe, instead of feet. It 
is mainly allied to the lizard tribe, but com- 
bined in itself the fish, the whale, and the 
ornithorynchus.*'J 

" As the form of the vertabraes by which it 
is associated with the class of fishes %ems to 
have been introduced for the purpose of 
giving rapid motion in the water to a lizard 
inhabiting the element of fishes, so the fur- 
ther adoption of a structure in the legs, re- 
sembling the paddles of a whale, was super- 
added, in order to convert these extremities 
into powerful fius. The still further addition 
of a furpula and clavicles, like those of the 
omithorynchus, offers a third and not les» 
striking example of selection of contrivances, 
to enable animals of one class to live in the 
element of another class.'' § 

Such deviations, says Chambers, cannot 

be considered as monstrosities; they are 

perfect adaptations of a creature to its pur* 

• Chamhera's Infonufttion. 

t Bridgwater Treatise, i. 167. 

X An aquatve oi "New I^oWotv^, «^"s2«Jifc^\a ^k^^k.^^ 
to the bottoms oi 'w&tefi \a ft^vc^lox ^qq\. 

%Briagw«*et 1t**VM»,\. \^&. 
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posea ill ilu» theatre of beinp. Only tiie j The iijuanodon^ of the crocodile fjmilr.f 
Kpine of the ichthyosaurus as yet existed in : found in ahundance in these rocks. Thi 
other animalii. ltd head , its paddles, and < greatest wonder of this a;?e, was the ^y/ero^&M* 
its hreast-arch, were all detacht'd part» of • tyle, a reptile of the lizard kind ; it had thi 
future'aninials. How strange to reflect, that ! wings of a bat, the neck of a bird, and a head 
somp of these contrivances wurc allowed to . furnished with long jaws, full of teeth, so that 
become extinct, and, as it were, lost to nature, i in this part of its organisation it bore some 
and ultimately, after a lon«; interval, were | resenablance to the urocodile. Kight spedei, 
revived in connection with new creatures! . varyins: from the size of a snipe to that of i 

These apparently strange circumstances j cormorant, have been found, 
are stumbling blocks in the way of superna- . Tortoises also existed daring this age,aiii 
turalism, but do not trip up the folloyver ! proved by the marks of their feet on sheets 
of reason. No one thing in existence is to | of sandstone, and by their remains. But as 
him more strange and wonderful than ano- < yet no animals of a higher cla^ had appeared 
ther; he is eqnally incapable of understand- upon earth — for the remains of certain crea- 



tures of the opossum family, found in the 
oolite at Stonesfield, near Oxford, stand as 
yet so solitarily, that we cannot conaidsf 



ing the grain of sand as he is the world, and 
the world as the universe. Looking upon 
all as necessitated, he knows that there must 

have been adequate causes for every effect, | them as proving that mammalia were added 
and where he cannot arrive at a knowledge | to leptiles. With, then. Hocks of pterodac- 
of a cause, is content to remain in ignorance, I tyles flying in the air in pursuit of huge 
or wait until some circumstance assists him to ! dragon-flies; gigantic crocodiles and tortoisct 
unravel the mystery. The religious world crawling amidst the jungles of low, mont^ 
may be truly said to know all, for by assign, and warm shores, and such monsters as the 
ing one cause for every effect reason won't 
explain they get over every difficulty with 
the greatest self-satisfaction. 

The name plesiosaurus is applied to ano- 
ther remarkable animal which inhabited the 
world before the davs of mammalia. To the 
head of a lizard was attached a long neck like 
the body of a serpent; it was not calculated 
for such rapid motion as the ichthyosaurus. 
The plesiosaurus probably lived chiefly on 
or near the surface of the water, breathing 
the air, and dabbling for prey like a duck or 
swan, but might also be able to descend to 
the bottom, and even to move, though awk- 
wardly, upon land. One part of its organi- 
sation is peculiarly striking, as foreshadowing 
a structure of a more important kind. The 
paddles, which may be considered an advance 
or improvement upon the fins of fishes, are 
at the same time the type of the legs of quad- 
rupeds and of the arms and limbs of man. 
The fore-paddle consists of scapula (shoulder 
blade), humerus (shoulder), ulna (upper 
bone), and radius (lower bone), succeeded by 
the bones of the carpus and metacarpus, and 
the phalanges, equivalent to those which 
compose the palm and fingers of a human 
being. The hind-paddle presents femur, 
tibia, and fibula, succeeded by the bones of 
the tarsus and metatarsus, and five toes. 
Thus **even our own bodies, and some of 
their most important organs, are brought into 
close and direct comparison with those of 
reptiles, which at first sight appear the most 
monstrous productions of creation ; and in 



iehthyosaurus and plesiosaurus swarming od 
the surface of the sea, while its depths wera 
peopled by infinite varieties of fish, shelled 
and vertebrated ; we can form some faiat 
idea of what sort of world it was while the 
strata between the coal and the chalk wen 
in the course of being deposited. 

It is a pity the ** Jew Book *' does not 
particularise the day of the week in which 
such a scene could have been witnessed, tt 
must have afforded fine sport for the heaven- 
lies, who could have whiled away their timt 
by " fly-fishing »' for pterodactyles, when not 
engaged in bawling or trumpeting. 

In the oolitic group the animal remtioi 
are nearly the same as in the preceding, but 
the species more varied ; find in the n^fflf- 
ous group some fishes are added, and tbc ^ 
number of saurian reptiles diminished. 

W.C. 
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RIDDLES FOR THE RELIGIOUS. 
Continued //-om Oracle No. 20. 
Oi space again, what sayest thou — can'«t tdl wkn 

oiictf 'twas not ? 
Or when — or being ever thus, if j^oc/-made or ^egjni? 

Deny that it were self-create — ^plead deity it< 3s4— 
Spaee;7i<7A:(?r god, in spaceUst state, would Mem s 
tiny lad ! 

^dmil all regions se^f-create—haxmSleaa — or bom^ 

unknown — 
^yhat mockery on this complex vast to bnild a mm* 

ker's throne ! G. A. 



NOW RE.U)Y, 
A Plain Answer to the Query, * Ought th^n t» *»« 
the very hands any'fingers'wfth'whierwe L^^T^"^^^ ByCSouTHWEU^nir 
write their history, we recognise the tvpe of ^ ""^tol ^^\Jl^^;^^^^^^^ ^^ 

l!',f/''iV^' ""^ ^^^ ichthyosaurus and plesio- p.^^^^^^ q. j. Hoi.yoAKE,andPuIiiiAedfartoi 

• SacJdand's Treatise, i. 213. \ '^tvxT^*.^,:iMaa\\,Yi«.. 
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a HiMinKM, THE mntwi 



JACOB HOLVOAKK. 



tS IMFHUOSMK?!?. , 



E SOCBATICAI. MODE OF 

DISi'UTATION. 

oat nuuBr at dig]iiitmii, awHirding 

nun* llio Ipnm liil'le ^■ .ihjection 

ri«el ku Dmne (mm Socmw.i, who 

ti MWlriljt md great akill III chc Ott 

n. Wati* rcoommgnda it tn th< 

I CUilatliiu, in hli cxncllnil 

lb lUW IntpraTtFinimt nf the minit, which 

tt wuuU b* weQ if Cbrialluii 

( I ruinemb«T rig:hilj, Dr. 

k Wwfndof -iniintUoiil diiputBtion, 

MllOpboeauie heprftertpd it i nhioli 

If. Tliii uwiln l» tullimwd p«rti»llj 

a vt JMlicB, IT morB prnpiTly 

U It JMuna ta ooniisl in Mking 

ntl qmaticm* which leid In 

Ijl Am qonUnnen wiah ti> rlidl. 

ik IUm nyaCeini to ■iipporl nlinnld 

Id Mcb intvrnigittinng, 

id Into inifiiarect 



ng diklagua between a leqitic 
oker mn; nerTeB wi illuatri- 
1« of^Rnceedilig. 
'" not Inie, sir, tbu the great- 
m be« in this irorld ? 
' rs, true GDMlgh I 
ntrall; ipeakiag, uM on); 
"Te-«lock propeitj, of the 
UartheoorM ofoieo? 
u tbe peoplu iu Decby- 



II ■i.i '. 'i 1 1 11 jloarlj' iieiim»th»t 
U liir iticalcdi luijiiiidrelit to be 
DO Huth ) or, to i>)iriih after tbe 

H (Hk to ama of tne l«ut 
tnnfl\i]K. Ktjt fiirtber, uermll 
lae« uol iha «ntu boiA dedarc 



1 bare klwuj'a been 



s.-y.. .., 

fram yoUT >niiV' 
only > rwpeeti 
of him u Ire d<j 



in the nontnf moa, tvliu UM Uwui (uiutfMf* 
liberty, htHitet Dp auperatltioo, «ad dcfiW 
hannnltjr, wl 

y.-fl.-Umph [ 

S,— I ooiiU vk yvD Hiatber qutibiSk 
What think ye of the iDtrignc, connpdou, 
jeaaicry, lergiTeraiilM, miMr;, and dupiir, 
eiery wheie arovBd yon? Are thcaa th* 
■peeincM of j/oal you cin thank god for f 
Or perbBpayou do not ara thoo tUtig< M all, 
hut, like Capiil Lolt in hia critiqut-lpjnat 
QloomflFld'e Fnrnier'a Boy, " thr aoar* «r 'if* 
law nffiind fan than tbeir ivreee ildl^ht." 

J.-B.~l do not pannkuefludinit'ttihtt 
llioae, to ynu may wne yniiC' aaroaun Bw 
those who do. I think, >w all raau tUiik, 
hsa bllen, and Ibe world hai itgt. 



raled. 



" Ac., > 



aipiif)ing"Mit 



len i tlilak all thhiga 
trere not good when god eaid in Genenjf, ho 
bad made thtn ao. For hit son laid It doura 
long after, tbat good Ireea bring forft in< 
fallibly good frail. There seemn a miatnko 
BOinewhere. But, now on thii inbject, I re- 
member jour Jew Book calb us (be " lorda 






, and I rejaiM 



J.-B.— The hibi 
[he noble diatinc 

S. — Then alio ebould yonder poor wrelob, 
a vboae hoe deapiir and famine xpeak at 
Dee, who is worked border Iban tfaebo»e,feil 
fone tl^an ibu am, and baa a ntilUoa chanoei 
igainit him of being damned ererlaitinglir 
a additioD— > mislorliine tioax which both 
be others are exempt. If you rejuice ia 



parti amen^ It ia welt protected ng*in*t being 
called falif, «hate«eT nay be tboUKbi of it, 
but when I thiak of ihi^ pw>r mui being th* 
lard of creation, 1 fini 'tia a grent f itf It ui 
aottnu. '\ 4,^3.^.^ 



THE ORAClE OF REASON- 



CHRiSTIAlfj CONSISTENCY. | f»na tlii. aistancp £u Syriiw, the n«HiTMt of diefl» 

.1 Ktarrt,- more Jhan live hundred thoiwand fin* 

"Mr.OVERBURy.-WhothoryouareofiioreU.finn i jj^p^ter. The distance to the n.or« remote aimn 

is very Uttlo to «*, but yoiu- attempts to propagate , ^^^ g^^^j g^„ ^^ „p^.„ 1,^^ calculated. But tfi 

the- sentiments that there is no god w calculated ' ^^j^.^^ jj. j^ ^ posnible, how immenMe the di^taa 

toproducediwrderandomfufli.Mi, and i« a breach f^^ ^^^ ^^^.^j^ j^, ,^^. „moteHt star that telesecv 

o.the peactf."-H(yLY0AKE'5 CommUud. ; ^.^.^.^ ^^-j^^ ^^ ^^ diKcover. Then imagine aril* 

Ignorance and impudence, it is said, USU- ' drawn at that inconceivable distance all round o- 

n\Yj get Iirand-in-h^Tjd, Jfnd thcfe cacn be no | f JWth, ffnd suppoue a globe of samd of such »tnpe 

question of their clt«e connexion in the per- j doun diniKusiona tha^t its circumference should I 

ibn^of the C'heltenhain Dofjberries who pre- . ^ thsrt mighty circle, tmaeine each grain of ft 

Hided at the committal of friend HolyOAKB. Hand one iirillion times le*«a thwu the smaUest II 

One of these reprewntatives of her majesty, | '"'ilculavhich microscope ever made vwiole. Ht 

Who l» started H be rhe Aearf of the chur6h, ■ ^^"'^b-^''y'*n^t^l'«^<^^"^"»*»^»"»*^«»"™"*J** 

•aid it vf a« of very fittle consequence to them " "'""^'^ "'' ^^*"^ K™"« that should 90 to luake ' 

the prMener'« being of no religion. Very the whole euonuuu. muss ! A^d now unagme ft 

likely iiot, in a spirifnalpoiiit of view, though ,:»"*^ '^f *^"^" "•'P^tc'l.tibhf gratus wewr drtjA 

it ilMild be otherwise, hm far different in a ^/'".'^ '^^ "^^ Vl 1^ '^ «a^1 

.^ I , .. ' _,. • _ J u • turiei*; h«iw lonir, think you, would it require « 

temporal, and to tee wonA.p showed; being ^^^ ^.;.^^^^ hnmLumble globe was tlms dUolv, 

wmiDgenough to know that upon the con. -,„i, ^i„. Do not vourhum«n sense. idi 
tasani^ of HuperstitioB, usually called fe- l^,^^ to Snagine the peri'od? D*, you nbt feel tf 
%im, depends the necessity for his magiste- ^,^ „^ approaching » regioir of imagination^ 
tial authonty, and all the iirachmer>' for the ; ^,^.1^,^^ ^^ ^^ ,^,^ , ^ i ^y^,^ y^^ how inimy ■ 
generacion and support of villany, m the | n„,nt,that period might contain, nagbtl noise 
shape of policemen, magistrates, judges, law- 1 to a.^k it in derision ? 

Jreni, pareons, etc. etc. The fact being no- | And yet each single moment it eonteintf irnii 
toriouSy a9 may be prored by reference to 
prison statieties, that the great majority of 
unfortunate victims to btfd laws, the usual 
occopBDts of such places, are those who are 
•teeped tn the lips in ignorance and credulity. 



ODH on urillious of tinnn longer, compared t» I 
period itself, than is the period compared to etosi 
liCt such « globe be fonued anad thus letaen by < 
grain eUch million of ceutnric^s, until, gnuj>by.gn! 
it pass away. Let tfnother of equsd dimenidMii 
But is it of lirtle consequence to a Chris- place it, in like manner to lesseki and to d>*fM 



tian (?) magistrate that one of her majesty's 
aabjeets should be an Atheist — the disbeliever 
in the being of a god, the repudiator of aU 
religions ; and one who would, as soon as pos- 
iible, dispense with all the nmuiineries con- 
nected with **the holy catholic,*' and every 
other church; beginning with the crowned 
or mitred bead, and ending only with the 
scarlet-caped and be-staifed tail ? Is it of 
little consequence to a Christian that a hu« 
man being and a brother should place in jeo- 
pardy his eternal happiness by treating with 
contempt the vramiiigs and threatenings of 
an almighty, jealous, and revengeful being ; 
of whose existence, power, wishes, etc., all 
Christians profess to be well acquainted P 
Of whitt mitterials could that man be made 
who should say, and that sincerely, that it 
was of very little consequence to him to see emblazoned in letters of burnished gold, 



Then another and another, until thousands ka(U| 
addeil to thousands, and millions to nuHiflU 
stupeudous succession. Then' take £he sum oftt 
iuimeasnrable periods, and deduct if ffota efcm 

Have you obtained a tenth, a thonsaudetb, so 
lionthpart? Have you obtained the BiuallnC* 
pressible fraction? Have ye shortened eten 
even by one lleetiitg instan^t ? Would ye be, e 
by one single moment^ nearer the end of etenu^f 
these uniuiagined periods were come »nd pant, tt 
you are at tliis day ? 

N«)w, iti>jthis period of eternity which, w* 
told, is tdPe spent in heaven or hell ! 

A popular preacher, at Langton- street cbq 
Bristol, used nearly the same words in 
attempt to describe the torments of the di 
nod, whil^ over his head, as if in fiend 
mockery 01 his sobbing congregatioOy w 



another wilfully blinding his eyes and walking 
into a sea of molten lead ? If he were pos- 
sessed of the ordinary feelings of humanity, 
would one not imagine he would try to pre- 
vent him, for his own sake ; could he witness 
sncli a sight and not suffer severe noental 
agony F But what would that be to the por- 
tion of the damned in the Christian's hell ? 
Read the following by the eloquent B. Bale 
Owen, copied from his deliidifM tract on 
"Consistency," which shoaMfc bfe-'*ead by 
every man, whether seeptii^iir believer : — 



words, ** GOD IS LOVE ! " 

And yet a Chrisrian, and one inautiior 
could say it was very little to him to it 
that the prisoner before him would suffer 1 
eternity of torture ; which, supposing i1 
consist of merely the remorse ariMflg frw 
knowledge of evil commrtted, and despui 
theimpoesibility of escapM&^m such tboog] 
is enough to drive one mm to contempli 
But a Christian magistrate could, on 
judgment seat, and in open court, sa; 
troubled him but little to look upon one 1 
/*lwi»I>«;iicalcnlat<'dtltotl»dUtancefTomhence I would be subject to such tre#ment ! I 
iotheenn U nearly on- hundred millions of ixviVca •, \ ^vcV. mlV «a^e ^\^\.v«^ m^ limited imaginft 
J220 



THE OEAf 1,E OF EF.ASON. 



Tlian 



nithi 



, nlien they profrfs M beli- 

that ton k "jeatnas (tod,'' inir 
I tha aint of Ibr fnlhrr rren uiitg 
J fourth Rinifrfitiem! " They arr 
PRACTicAi. Iii<tdeli>, nMinR I m- 
rp;innlleii of th« exixtFRrr of 
vhase nnmi' ihpy bare hIvbti 
tbo. Not inlidda in the Tu'eiir 
ifthetiTin; fbrm-cilM Inflivh 

is to thiiir pnrfi-MHionii of Imc far 
whilet aeliOK like d«iunii«. W« 
tie mawvorm* of Che church lh.>t 
<e Joy in hcnivii on-r nnr HinniT 
^h, than om ninety and nine jart 






It tliBt it 



of Kni;- 



t the pence of her maj™ty Rhmild 
-rom even Ihe «hadoiir of a cliancc 

Here then we hsFc ' 
thm grace nfsad, qt 
above tbe deity, whom^ subject 
idr pence coaa^dered br/are hiHi 
by one whn profesaen TO believe 
,t>- power of thin jtnlou II (Kid, his 
depriviDK him of life, end of con- 
ro OTerlaatin): damnatinn. It in 
ChriHtian'n ^od heaojealou* of 
)ia oreatu<«ii, aa ibcy repcenent 
that the nuteat H-a.r lo tecure 
d be to fset (hn-e tn ti)te him who 
and qaitere)ijnllea» of mundane 
mily to heaven and ibijuyt: Ihc 
vorld are fluite, those of another 
Wore Iarelij(ioQi«— didllrulj, 
'tteatln belieie, a« milliona nay 
t tbe konwIedKB and pracliec ^ 
liw life influencet destiny in ana- 
lirit of truth be my witneNa, re- 
I he to me e,;rs Ikiug. • • 1 
a one Houl |>ained to heareu worth 
torture. * ' I would kindle 
jsiasm of yntith, till ii blared with 
, oQnBiiniiiis hy iiii soorshinjj in- 
human feelipjta, and htiman re- 
bumrui iniereHtii and if renami 
y before the hnmiuf! power, and 
onif of equvemion ivere xut^^'eded 
:ftii or iiwanily, Ibat ahnuld nnt 
It arrent my eniiree. Helieiinir 
tter to enter iutn htnTen inxane, 
^ Uia toundcHt reafoo, tn be ca^t 
•, in a world cUnnccd to one great 
um, I wonld nee but the nurwry 
*• • Whiit then Bhould a ChriB- 

iretiin] who states hi> disbelief in 

HeffinB, "OaCiai^tti^ty." 



(hifl naid jealoua gnd * Should he not, m ■ 
f>Hid Chnitian, ^nl " Seek the kinftdon nf 
irod and hia riphteoomen," wilji a view that 
"all other thinpK ihaijld be added (hereunio f ' 
ThiH he would h^ire ii^e bad be aucceeded 
in turninft Ihe " unreaiat kip youth " from Aa 
error of his wayii, pluckinRJiim " likeabrRod 
trom tbe burning.*' And would not tbia aoa> 
gem Ilteir ax rbe proper eonrae: first loahoir 
the niiagnideri man the fallacy of hii diabelief 
— ' thedRDfier to binisririf he did not reject- 
and next, the immoral tendency of luch 
irinea, in a alnte nf ixieiety like nur ownp 
Mrithout any attempt to conTins* 



m of h|>i t 



»rbistnHt,and 
little moment when 



ungeon 



npared with Kn^and'n 



■n— or rather, I xbould any, F.ngland'a 
inda, bnm of aiq and the OeTil, caRit 



Who, an fond o 
aram their dupea with the blood and carcjuv 
of their ^od r One of theae Tampirea baa 
giTen to the world lome '< (IfipghterbodBB 
rhymes, '> eontaining a lie. t;ken flgnratiirely 
or literally, bnt atronRly illDatratiiiaer the^r 
!ver-dyinglbirHt<br blood; tbef mtfp^ 

Tben i* a f<.antavj!7r<'n:i't U«f, 

IjT,>.nfr.,n.Kia«i.«ri.ein.. 
Apil niiincnn plunpul brnrnth tM- flsod 
Lou all Ihi-lr guilty ntiuqiit 
r«re these demmi* tn obtain m footinf; iq 
loh a plai'B aa thry deiicribe bearen to be, 
laleadnf HnfcinR '.' holy I holy ! holy I" tbey 
uuld flap tbeir horrid »ing>, und bowl—. 



drink damnatL 
of thoM who 

power on earth I' 
with their presen 
their al 



! that II 
tbe damned in tbe aknlla 

HcaTBD would be beH 



1 bell a 






by convertiiiB tbe priaooee 
to chrittisDily, a Ikrr^fold object would haTB 
been paiaed, Ti2,.tha wremintc of a Boulfroia 
Ihe devil, the addition of another to the army 
qf the lord, and. nevinn that ali ROod Chrixli- 
ana obey thpae placed in authority over iheir^ 
her majexly the queen would have been nared 
any expense fqr mainlenance and rUtenlioa 






Older that 



her peace may be preservi . ... _ 

tbi'xe benetitH loal, hilt additional mischief ia 
likely to accroe, Hccording to the Chtllrahan 
Fri'f Preu, by thp coum ptraucd, for tbe 
editor aaya, " He {the priioi;er) will walk 
fonb from bit dungeon with his heart steeled 
aijainiit ronviitipu, and with a stroafier da- 
terpinatiou than erei; tp obtain conierta to' 
hii) mode of (hiflliing.'" Aye, that will (le, 

themselves mare l^un etti Xu «Wm 'd^ ^. 



THE ORACLE OF BKAS ON. 



■nr^tiei of the sjslen, *ud la be fat the rap- 
port uf « god, nndsT which such cnisllica and 
vilUuiea are nraolised. For "The i;re»t 
bath haa finallf gone fnrtb (o all the endi of 
tba earth, thitt ma.D >hal1 no langer tendei an 
acuounl to mao for hix be1i«f, ovtr ii:hkk he 
ml. UeDceforwart), nathing Bhall 



!-• 






r blame an; ol 



lor that nhlcb .. „ , 

be Dan the hue of hU akia or the height of 

UatntorB."* W. C. 



HR, MACKINTOSH'S CRALLENOEI 
Im eiiiUO(|ueiice of (be forcible deteotior 
of my rrieud HoLrotKEbj lome Gloucestei 
■hire godilie*, he U UD>ble to replj to Mi 
M.'> leHcrof liRt ir«li[ and bung oijatlf 
pull]' of the aame mineondu 



Mupon 



Q. J. H., and, ofci 






, pbJt» 



Itwaotdprency ur Irutb his 
rilK, (••r tht; pur^K o' I 
hifpi>t)ie>i»-^.>es he "uppoje he i h 
'iired U> ilo all thta, and then to be 
J hii opponintt aa though U* itu 4 
istcnt and honeit itiigiilrer tttm t' 
GKiillrnianl) Feeling wuuld he Awm 
in Mich n ctae, .Mr. M. wnnlil hmta 
at a terioua attempt to refute a «i 
groM ineiiiniiloneiei, and " bol 
liuni/' would (• all int|uiriBK ■ 
■niodi be iti own refuiMioB, ■ 
would not liieadaj, were aduo 
Esnerallj^ diffuted. 

Whatever OHumplioM on hchalf ol 
iiin the revieira may ouiilun, thtre ■! 



S aitaie challenge, I (hull aa; a feii vordi 
fa repl J to Mr. M. 
■ The abore gent, beginn his letter by aha 
fioK the edilDi for tiling improper language 
in bit reviev, and contiauiug Ihrougbout ia 
the same ttraiii, conclndea t|y ttating, that 
he " abould be well pleated to d' 
queitiun in the Oraclt," provided 
carried on iu a proper ipirit. but this (he my ■) 
it HDutd appear, cannot be done, ' 
Ibe bigh-priettaf atherim ia hnpndi 
fline, diseursive, bigotted, atupid, Itc ! mud 
that " it were wall, for the sake of peace, to 
■hut op the boob nnd doie the argument." 
Mr. Maekintoeh haa not eomroeticed au; 
Vgnraent, and furniKhci the above objectiam 
M his reamni rordHeliningaDyiUnleuitcan 
be carried on ia s proper ipitHc. Noar, I 
•hould preaume that the editor in reriewing 
the work it) queilion, treated it, ai be ima- 
inned, according to ita densttt; at any ran, 
Uiat wu the coane 1 portued. Had the 
" Disaertation " contained evidencei of a 
doire on Che part of the ■Hicr lo arrite at 
truth, vhich ever way that might be. and 
not a delarmi nation to uphold a cercaiD opl 
niwi, i|uile regardleav of the mean*' by whii^h 
it could be eccamplithed; bad it been void 
of dogmatiim and abu>e, and not, as it 
has been thown lo be. filled with bolb — hud 
tbii been the caw, I would lay that any 
other tbaii calm, argumeDtativa rea(oniug, 
would be Dpeu to objeclioD. aud the uwrnr 
it deserving of rcprohatinn, Duea Mr. 
UackiDtosh imagine that he ii to be quieily 
allowed to write and publish a work upon a 
(jueniDa of vital importance to the lOdat 
bappinessofmankind, with the avowed object 
of ett«hli>hing an opiatnuof hjs own; that 
to abuse and call by op- 



vilh additi 



apioioni I 



'" "Ppf" 






fall, and tl 

upon the "impudeu 

Mr. M. cnils upon the edjtnr to p 
truth of alheinn. It w» nerei-iiltB 
the writers in thia vork to aft^mpk M 
the iTuih arstheiim. but nwmly luill 
jmibabililj/oliU IniCh fulwai, ovec Ha M 
tiieiam. In heC as quoled by Ht. I 

editor aUled that 

inow thai there ii 

known that there is uu god, tXbj^ 

never be proved to be tmth ; 



The eiprcMion of the editor. < 
Hr. M., ■' if there a no god, Htj 
HEi'rr Ht'nd the toHMqueacn," va 
him dhilBtcuntendiagagainittbe 
of setting up a gud. And thonnlH U 
by itsell, wilhuul the contei 
a wrong impresnon, lalK'n nith It 01 
mistaken to mean " if yoii hrKev*/' < 
it is upon Iha belief nr diibelief ia ■ ' 

it been" dogmatically aMortud," 

For mj own part, until Mr. M. 1 
tiiinpted a refutatiou of the obJectlMi 
'■ DiraerlBtion," contained ~ 
Eomplainvd of, I shall no 
called upon to discttH thii gencnJ « 



ChellEnhamGaol,Ji 

Mr Dk.b CmnoK. ~ 1 

mceiiflg last uigbl, which I 
ported in the Chrllinham Fnr P 
iDdepeodeot gaper, eansideaiBg lfc« W 
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B{the. 



Tkf 



wliich tbis town i> rantou*. 

UnaednnUt 1 1 o'olock.and 

red, I believe, all aight. hul 

■' tin cu vrthdrav, lenaithiE 

lenen^n of the mudcm 

me iiid their iiipptrF. The 

Eablieone id di^rence of civil 
:rtr, ud to take into »n«i- 

todo ihi( nhea liera the ireek be. 

it wai rumonred bj the uinti (id 

' of parcecutian) that I ihoald not 

' ""IK p*Mcil resolutiom de- 

iotn'RWELL'gjjerK'eutlonaii anjuit, 

tad imBoral in the rer; teeth of 

oapeelive fate of the Hme kind. 

naa eleven and tvelve o'clock 

n appruhended. Quite n aowi 

! Is the sUtion-bouse, tuniag the 

rit(.rch[iEtUnil]F from the bottom 

irt«. And the mint cheering eir. 

e wiu, that there wen niimerous 

vho had (baken 

1 mpentition of the nurwiy; their 

- '-'■' Iho indignation they felt, and 

I wid to hH mare taiting than 

r hate more enduring. When 

•wakened the knell of all cant 

or I wisaeJud wilhoot u •arrant; 

umEthBdajaoftheblooi 

■e tome aeain, when thi. , „, 

ji raffidenl to drag a man frum hia 
^ mat borne, tt the hour of midnight, 
a gsoU when religion 
BW^teXl for any apptegaioo, and the 

Udilyl Imu9t,inin^licetotheaiiper- 

il Of the police, Ur. RuaKll, uy, that 

, he fim night I was treated in a very 

«Haly manner, Butto-dayiatiifled me 

4 tbi* rather tohumanil; thaalheli 



inn^- 



a r.'w linei 



ire, if 



■a Iroi 



Cheltenham Gaol. June 3rd. ISIS. 
R Patbbbon.— Don't I "ish yon 
M ofiioiate for rae, m my enrate, an you 
" Sheffield. I would give my dinner 
le of your hearty jukes to drive duwn 
tr.dainnolion insult, and abute, whioh 
tea heaped upoa mb' this niomingi 
I, t*0, jou were not here, four blood 
' ' ' a 302° «W>«e bailing heati 
a quint piece of vquitDiniity 
lie devil SouTBWELi. oould 



and verily I never sow en moeh zeal for pA ' 
in an; human face before. I thonijht well, 
if any gooj cnaies out of this Nazareth, Ot. 
WalU i* ri(ht, end that— 

— flci'Kds mowHUioPBjnilsnM 

However, it woi none of my Tuck to ne any 

of the smiles— thoK, I guein, are reserved fo* ' 

the lt«v, Mr. Close. His mien was fait of 






IS he kne 



. feltasi 

It struck me, while he vasipenkinf, that iu 
the days of Bl.iody Queen Mary, Uiihop 
^urdiaer woutd have iniiitdkEn bim' for Bon- 
ner. And on the bench, the senior &aiiii. 
tralo, whom the people here quaiut^ oalt 
" old Capper," who must atand bera, H I 
am not familiar with him—and Rod, if th<To 
be one, grant 1 n«ver may — as Mr. Ca|^Kr, 
He and Bubb seemed to tne — Gardiner md 

produced, an old man and a young oatf *t 
the young one I thought little', bat the older 
one had such a care-worn faee. I felt for 
him— 1 don't think he has ■ bad heart. Ha 
looked one of thoie fathers on whom fate and 
a large fitmily hod pressed bard ; hispovei^, 
and^ol his uill, I think, consented to nil h« 
■aid agninsl me. Both, 1 believe, depend 
for bread upon the Chronicle office, and Mr. 
CloK is said to be prime mover there, io llHn 
it DO doubt of the wheels within wheeli, •■ 
£.ukiel has it. I expect (he rev, gent, 
found a proseCBtion more ooovenient than 
argument to npposii me with. Never wan 
anything more skilfully nanaged Ibao tin 
--'-'--- -'■' Neither of them 



onld recoilect m 
elected for 



elhe 



Sat U 



Three maEistrales were 
n told, the more intelir- 



indictment. 1'hough the part 
loiiowmg produced the approval of the raeet- 
ing, and the part indicted was lost in that. 
Mr. Henry Fry, editor of the EdntatioiuU 
Circular, a very respectable carver and 
gildar, ia the town, stepped forward as one 
of my bail; and swore to being worth more 
than £50, fee 1 onght first to have tnii 
you that bail to the amount oF £300 was 
demarrded for my body. So valuable I sap- 
pose 1 am become to the godly. But con- 
■idering that 1 was hut a stranger in the 
town, with Ib* frjends, beyond those the oo- 
cauon made for me, it was proof they in- 
tended to take good Chtisthin advantage at 
hiy helpless condition and keep me in their 
fangs. Well,(oratani, Mr. Fry was ivjecled 
alter he had sworn to all the tacts required, 
because he said, when questioned, that (o 
Ihe"ies( ofkitbeliij'' he was worth the sum 
aanted. 1 remindnl the magistiatea, as I 
requested my friend to withdiaw bis ofler, 
that the Bvidenc* against me iu BiaDy 
parts was admitted, on the grouoda re- 
fused tomy bail— viz., the "bast of the be- 
lief of the wiUtei^i,. "O^ao^' tv^wenb. 



THK DRACLK OF REASON. 

the I^crn-Ptid Mr. N'i'uall. on»' <»!' the ct«rn- ' other bt»hav*»<l Tike a demon. I told hini 
iiiirtiiit; i)i;ii!:istral«'s *' wv can htn\' n>* iiuih- \ that iiiiU'ss I was ptTsnitted to converse on 
biiu'i^^* althoutrh I >t<>t>«i at. that bar. lie- tqit.il terms I would not converge at- all; 
•causi* I could not^uitd wduld tiot *" quihhle** still he rav(*d on. I of course, like a lamb 
ill answeriu^MMitiand's Qu^'stion. Another at the slaughter, opened not my month. 
|:e.'iilt>nmn jjenerously otli'n-tl hi» •*elt' as my AiruMipr othtr thiiics, be asked whether 
other bail, and was accfjited. It was nut Ki>hert Owoii did not make mean Atheint 
friMu accordance of s<-)itinK'nt<, hut fnmi I said no, I ufver wan an Atheist until the 
lium:Miity and sympathy (or my iantily and imprisuiiment of CtiAKLKsSofJTHWKlClitook 
friends, that this fri<Mid came forward. Knt place, and whatever of doubt remained on 
ifthen Mr. Bubbsaw thiiii!;:likely to he acoom- my mind cm the snhj«*ct, was now removed 
miMlaled, he denianded twenty-four honm* • hy the treatment I was re.eeivipg; that what 
police of hail, and immediately .Mr. Capper, of trod-Iielief mi^ht have ht*eii left in me 
the Rev. I\ir. Newall, a/ni his brother ma^in- • tjelore, was thtou^hly and for ever shaken 
tratefi assented to its benevolr'iit ]>rc>prieiyi out of me then. Mis reply was the Ibllowmif 
and iQy conmiitmcDt was niade out to <>ion. kind and Christian one: **J am only forrif • 
«t':(ter <Jao}. I did think that mere n'specta- th^' da^» are (jone hff when you, Owen of LaH- 
bility would, in a town like Cheltenham, have ark, aiui all like y»ii, tcpufd be ynable io hold 
induced godliness to, or at least a courteous ttp your hettds.*' I never thonght anything 
appearance, and that some show of feelini; so perfectly, ii>o religiously belliKh in my life 
vmlld have paved the way to the cold-blooded l>efoi*e. At thiri I was put into au infernal' ■ 
^nitality of the dant>ei>n. Mr. Caj)per sharply hole with a poor miserable old wretch, it w«|. •, 
»t«»pped me in the midst of a (pie>tion L was harrowing to look npon, the sense of wlfort^* 
pnttin^ through the bench, to the witnesses, ' suiieriug^ engixjssed my own. The cA'l' * 
with the malignant nnnarks that, he *^ would speak of and write in, has the fe^Ji^Sl^ '{ 
bold DO argunnmt with a man who did not death in every corner. A gratlrii|p at llftflb^ S 
Kilievc in gtKJ.*' It was evidence, and not reveals light to show the dtimpness pf*:%h^ "' 
wr};ament I wanted, was my n'ply, but he ■ grave cre(>ping wp the bed, which is made of 
IWNgan arguing h'sself abont death beds, and , a few boards, with « plank for the pinow--np ■ 
«U saeh balderdash, and ending as usual in clothes — nothing but cold, filth, and stench. 
Knel^ cases, by imputing to me the worst of , And if bail is still refused, J expect to pcK 



motives, vanity, desire of notoriety, &e., ! several days and nights here. ' I am tolA 
Vtlkeo he kuew I was completely in his power this place is not worse thap otbcnM, t>Dt fWF 
aAil could not reply. How much would I ; may gather from this in how nice a place I 
(ive at this hour to exprest; all I felt at such : am learning ** the truth as it is in Jesus:'* & 
eondnot. I have felt, since, a thousand , kind friend has just left mo JK>me dinner, 
tinves, that expressive sentence of Thales, ■ which, in another place, I could reliib.' 
the Milesian philosopher, (quoted by Mr. i Show this to C. and tell K. my next shall be I 
SoVTBWBLL, in reference to Wood, the ; to him. Cannot say more now. I have 
Bristol Boimer, that the mo^t hateful ' put part of my dinner out for the poor wretch 
thing he ever beheld was a tyrant n/(/. , mentioned just now; and instead of miue, I 
1 little thought then I should so soon un- j am having a meditation on the goodness of 
derstand this in all its bitterness. In Shef- '• god — certainly of his servants — which is l|kelyt 
fk4d I became acquainted with sach fine old | to prove unusually profitable to me. J)4 
men, that I had begun to venerate the an- ; not let this meet the eyesi or ears of Mntf 
eieuts of days gone by, and to regard those - Hojyoake, T cannot bear the thoughts of that 
uien of the antideluvian world, chroniclers yet. Yours, truly, my dear fellow, 
of times, never to be seen by me; and having Q, J, H. 



*.^^ *■ r ^/> *.•»-• . -v*"* . "^'W ^ r-* •vys'^^V ^ iw'S*' 



Veeu the recipient of their wisdom and 

love, I at first hailed with delight the ap- CORRESPONDENCE 

pearanee of an old man on the bench, aiid "^ ' 

from him expected kind counsel and gener- y^ ^j^^ Conductor of the Ora,cle ofltcasM. 



©ws advice. Oh ! how bitttr was the con- 




„ J , . . Christianity | jj,^jjp ^Yxeni to a vigour and promi>titude of acuoa 

my case aftorded, was nothing diminished, equal to the emergencv of thn case. I pen thi» scrmp 
At the station-house I was had up for private ^.^^ ^ vi,.^ to suggest a plan which 1 feel satisfied 
torture, not, I snppose, having had enough ^^ni ].,; iinmeiliately acted upon the instant its sim- 
in public, where a surgeon and military gen- | plicity and practifability are nmde evident. 
'tleman were inquisitors. The captain (as I That there is a denmnd for the Oradt^of Reason^ 
take him to be) was gentlemanly, but the iullnitclygreaterthaai the facilitioa for supply, cannot 
214 
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be doubted. That t1ii»onliiiary|niWt-«lr.iiL':nid trad- ] and \vh«T.«iiurn'v.M«hiduirki'rHtakt»»u«'UpromuiPiit 

Jug chanuflrt an; oU»s«mI ustuin.-.t it. i-. fqiiully iii>ti>ri* : pairs ! Nu, n.i : Tin* working ih.mi of Una cumtry 

OUM. I pni)HidtMh»'n thiit »'jicli tVi»Miil t<i th»»fuiirtc an* ii<"t !•» In* rai-.Mit with cliairiikf thw. 

of KreeExiiriv.-«ionotl»pmiou,^hail iiiKhTtakftonb- ] Bl* i •>ii;- wiar iMth-r thu n-xolmii'ii or it* conw*- 

t»in and supply tw««l\v new sidwcrlhiTs : th*' Mijiply • qu.'Tir"-' v.fn* i»M'.ih' .lu l.y tar rcadui;; ••I" liu* w«.rk« 

to bpcimtintu>d a.-* \uu-j only »n ih.* iivilar Nit.k- , •»•' th •.-.• i-".ii!..-.;iJuT^ : it »:»•» tin* wn'H'm'.l iii>po- 

fiplling trade are afraid nr uuwilliiiir t . v.-u I it. > v.-nruiMt thii* r\ ;-:...l. u.. \ ::ii« han-lai-'-l opir-.'^.-iLa 

ThU might Im* i«tV-oti'd hy tho.-f wh.i ubj.'frj'd tn smd ;.'r.i-»; i'i_r .'M.-iIi-.h •.!" t!i.« prl.'.-'.h.-.i.l, ii.ac were 

ran »ny ihthoiihI ri.-k with jM-rfiu't sjit<'ty, \>y ohtuiii- . *••!• nuiii r.!u-.j.iii' lii- ]M.]iir,.ir outhurii. lint tlit^a, 

ing the dozrn i»r iii<ir«» c.»pli'< tif pnbli<hi»T-« ..r ittiiiTs -ay th "-rf- viciuii^-ifi-r.-iit.'. nl th.» drify, *M;.fy \%vrc 

(SJocial indtituiitiiirt or ohtHMM, f..r I'x.m.p'.'; who Ath.-i.^t- that dim-:.-.] it." J>ur 1 wuuld Lave w#rK 

might be guaniutiMMl a.-* to iiitfjrrily by thi* iM'.jt.ir nl" i",' i:i«"u r.'ad aii\ iiirj.:i.-i ini afi-ount uf thai oveat j «a/ 

iiie Oracle, or thiMi#>an>Kt known cimhtiI j.iibli-IiiT . '»'Kr:.Mi ;.), and thry wdl lind th;il the characuTi 

of Iniidt*! work<4. Thf piTiMins HUpiili.'i) n-..uld h.* ' who lijund nm-t n.n-iiin».iU'.ly cruA were be- 

fUHranteud by the prrson"rt own kiiu\vh'd:ie or aft.T li«'ver-* in :i i;oa. Itut pr..'>lly cunnin;^ and diMvm- 

iiiciuiry.- , •'■'•y hm trii-d to throw :i >»*il ovi-r the ht<>t)«ly d^iuU 

Shortly I hope t<i *h? that all will W matured ; an »»f the" t:iifhti.l *" at thai ;.i'riod, and to uii.nrepre.-He.it 

oriranijtatiou fur thij* puriMMc i«, I am hanjiy i.^ f.a\, ' '*"' aelion-. of iIio.m" viriu.ius eh.traeterd wli.i ewU.a- 

now ill KCtive fornmtion. Ymirs, iu ha-^ti-/ ' ; v.mn'd to o;,.mi t!ie eye* . f the in'opln, and .>U'ia tiie 

M. y. I*. ' 1» 'pnhir ind_'iii.ituiii : Imt wlio f.."ll vieti.us lotno un- 
[Eyerv week f am rereivmg information of tli- dit- d.-rnrmin,' niitehinut*. .;j> of our liberty-hivhiiC vjo- 
licultie)* RttiMidin:; the proCurimr the '>/-«,. v. ■ in vi>rn!oi»i>. Hut wii-* li Iiilidi'is and Athcirft.'^ ti .ic 
Mi>mr place* it oanuor Ik" oUaine.l nt :tll, and in ..siooura.'ed i!..« craud a.ld wholo-'ale Kluughtef «f 
otherH not nntil a week or mon* :Mt>T tlnte To ,t ,. i . w ,\ . . .: .^. . ^„..v. „^ i>.«.- 
rBiuove tnese oti'^taclen, the etliti»r sujijrM 'ii, and ,,, ,.».• • v \. iii 

I hitve dpfermined wj>.m off.Tiuu' t:;e lollow.n- t.. »*'" •'•"'■•">«. i''>l «:»«' k»"-"« "' the earth, wh.» hsl 
tf&e 0(in«id«mtinn of fhnsi* imrrie-« y\:i«i .-.re .m.xioim i-'rth their tutn<<.in<U to the laml o( the foreiguer, to 
to pnicun? the work r»';»ularly: vi/.. '/» r..,„o,,i hiiteher and !•.• Iniu-h.Ted, Atheist- and uul»eli»n'er.i:' 
Avpc«/THRKK««//»W*/«/er.n,F<MMtpen,^ ^,^.^^..^,„ ..r.,,,,;,.... ,:... .luu.Mw -r uf Barlholuiuc-w, 

«jTO«» */>///*?/*, RH mnvlMMiirertt'ii. fh:;* vlan will , ... 



fill. »n invaluable mixiliarv to flint oi' n.v'friend; "■^"•» "''"^'^ '""•'*"' i""'^--'« i'«'«n>l*' ^eA- muidcrea 
M.Q.R.'h, and will l»o rea'dily |M'reeived not fo he • in e-ild hlood '.' I ni...ht mention the horrid iiia.*fta- 
' tendered for the nake of prufft —the three nnndwTri cws of the \V;:lden.-e.*. .•Mi»iu«M»."»i'.s, Ae., «ir (he uiaa 




2l>, I'pper \Vindi«t»r-Htreet, A:ihted, Birmingham, i d««feiided tlu'ir net ionrtfnuu that accur-.-d book whicJi 
. willbeattend«<d ti>.--\V. t!.J i « the record of every crime, uud the aiaiiorlty for 



To the EilUor of the Oracle of Km^on, \ ^'^li^^^^ l..,.„ umus..d at the impudonco with 

Sir, — I iM»rceive in your la-«t nundier (June 4;, an | whieh the.M- holy l.ulildr.> set otf with the MipjuwitiMU 

•xtract from the C/wllt'iiJmin Chnmit'tv, aliu.s, the i that nom* 1>!ai tho-.e who hoM notion.^ like tlunrowa 

Rev. Frauciii Close's pa^N^r, appt^aliag to \h» preju- j have a ri.ihi to e\,./.'v, tat- j.i ! Now, n )ue bat iai- 

dice* of *• Jew-Bookers," with your explaAgttiuu at- j pudents «.r fanatic<« could hold t«uch emuieoutf uu- 

tached,by which it is 4iown that, with priestly eon- ! tion>: but tiiey have a pur^H.s*' to werve; ye«, they 

.' ^tency, it ia very far fn»m the truth ; hut who ev.-r • well know that their doi:mat:-.ni.s ranuot .«taud tin; 

iLknewahoIybnU-dogtisiN'ak trnthof an uuUdic\-er'.' ' te-*t ofirri- di-'iU.,;.',.»n. th.-refore iheii- tmly chauco of 

1*1 Oliver did; therefore it i» clear to nn» that it is in blin.iini; th.- hnnuMi rise- lies in eviermiuatiug th«ir 

jt' perfect keofting with the .saintly charaeter. >ir, it is oppoufuts .i.id aiuilhiint \i\i their works. They mu.4t 



time yon i«ct about uiiing all your uilluenee .W.//;/ to 
check the power of these dtunouiae fanatic^. I .<.ie 
HbMX another ** moral Nimrod,'" ycleji'd StuH.iu.d {ai 
Mgotry^ the prototype of Francis Ciohe, has ream! 



d»'»troy free «lieu-.'i«»ij or it will ci»».-«tToy them. 

But /he puhlie an* now lie^'inninji to .s«'e the crroTi* 
of reli.(ioii,an.l ili" dapUeii} of it, imbi-elle propaga- 
tor."*; a:nl, Mr. Kditor, it now Iweoines you to ener* 



itshflnd in Birmingham, iu deuMice of that horribly : ifi'tieallv »*trike at the root oi" ^uiH-rntitiou, f.r it had 



ttupid book culled *' bible;" iu >\hifh tin* editor (a 
fanon'a lacquey) takes the ^Kiins to show the ^lori- 
oiu progreaH of atheism, and its probable effects up- 
on Nociety to his dupes of readers, and calls uiK.>n 
^ •• legal butchers '-' of thi> iMMpIe to annihilute all 
die cheap literature of the day, i«i make way fur liis 
■■penny halderda.'jh. In a lon^ article, he labours 



b<'en,and i.-t now, inoulilii:^ thi'tiouiuumind tosluia 
ahJ apathy. Thi.s i-* the inevitaMe «:on.-<e(|Ucnce of 
it-, action upon a natuui : or e'..*.* '• It would,'* in the 
wordH of the late aa.iuhle Pend^rton, wneu pjtoakiai; 
of nrli'stlv domination, '* nuike the crud'.«!s uf rileeo- 
iui; babed dens of hissing; adders, and cUiint^o all the 
c'uTy^tal water* tif iIm* univv-r.^e into .siu^uunt pond.-* 



Wd to show that to the works of Wdtuire, Kosseau. and ."t'as of putrid blood ; and tiie uiuuatcr laik.9 of 
[^-Hld others, we OMe the reiirn til" terror iu France; faith and religion too 1 " 
Jmtasif the middleocracy of that day in that country, Birmini^luun. TlIO.MA.s I'.\TEK.SOX. 

*«iiv more than the same cla.<ss in uurown, when thi>v 
Miihed the people to struggle for any privile^i-., they 
Haiited to obtain, would go to the populace of Puii- 
l^hh the volaines of phih»sopherM in their hands, in- 
<Hikdof the oiere genteel metltod of corrujiMn:; theui 
'IHth nuiae/ muA driuk, uauduuvut uar election.-.. 



[The followin'4 lettiv wa^ intemled f »r insertion in 
that nnuiber o| the(^'i-i,i' na\ lu^ u note relating 
to it: and tne noli* was inipntpeilv iuaerted wLia.- 
out the l»:iUT. liwV k waa vVv-v'vwo.Ol v>'\, VvwX^i <iviv\*tt- 
ijiUMK-o thvil the WUet VAA \\v\\. \.\vV"\vi..*o.A \\. <«au.- 
taiued uduii»*.Viou:4 ot (iLevo.twtc Umvlv ^^T\w«iv^^o 
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U boiv my iniliiiUr A-i T llii 



Ta tht EUleroflhi Oraelt nfReairm. 

M AVIHC bKiynafina HmE mrnrhs In (tw 1 7ib )in. 
o'ltMpDtllnaliiHi^lniibi bid t |[mli>h«a1J 

4b4 ■ plan u pnliuv "^i VM 

bMB l^Ied p « (b ^ m] bud 1^ 

doubt." Mciw Itaa w whi A nf^do 



Am4'al whvre dvUudu »d4 
Xlmti (h tOI uutn dutniH 



tullH of lih BquWlbetH ewMasT 
Mbw euBvicUou Chn i(K O 9 Ibanlf^ 

'!Ml»ve \a bv trw *nd (Inu 



NOTICK TO COR&H 



bldiBpa TiJ b kv 



iit spiniiin, t Alts lom ud uuI Mac kIvIh h> - 
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lo fetch inj iarant, wMlnt I 

le jp bed. Tbe rasa that Kent 

nilh me to the station wae a rnde feElow ; M 

naH quits abnsice to me, Celling me I should 

lie Incited up from my hoaband ] flttjing, it 

was quite tinleaucb things werepntaslop to. 

Wlieu ive arrived at the etBtion'hiniM ha 

would hare locked me in a cell with dnuiken 

, hud 1 not lat dovn in the jrnrd, and 

insialflii on seeing the Huperintendeot, who 

then allowed me tDsitup in akitchen, where 

{KiUceoien neie coming in and out all niftbU 

M; buiband naa muoh troubled on my ac- 

'." Mr, A. wna, at the time, suffering 

■ ■ severe opthalinic complaidt. During 

Adams's absence fti>m name, her kind 

(and of course Cbriatiau] liLndlord,wnit to tha 

houso, locked the dour, and took Ibakey awny 

leaving the children la shift for 

themeelvBH. 

The neic momiiig the prisoners were taken 
before ths magistrnteH, and the fuUoiaine is 
the account of tbeir cxaorinaliou, copied from 
the Cheltenham Frtc Priia .- — 

a¥ PUBLISH I NO BLASPH&MDCS 

LIBQLa. 
lDA srs wkB lAiargeil wltli (pa^UsluEig a 
libel, cantKneil in No. 'H of tbc Ora- 

: Bubb— Ths prfwiner •laiidi cbsrind mill tbs 
' in at A Llsdii^moua libel, aitd ]rtTtift||« oy 
bi- Ibc \,rst fulfill ei b; marXj pmriBg tha 
e libel anil msding i<. II baa Imn wid 
^re proHccnluig faoe for tbu entertaiiliHf nf 
liiiri? meiel}'. That frnpDntuin I dBur< Tbv 

p llioin (a CbernHlvfli.' 'If Ihty att-p unl iff tha 
', nnd aeek to propiifzate them 'bj uailrrmiaiinx' , 
inBtllntioDD of ^e conotrj, by denying Lbr euj^ 
ftorageA. by robbing oIlMTTa of '* thr bayi-f «t 
ire (ben," wiltumt uBining fbe ilustiutt pnteit, 
. the dotjr of (11 Id iirnimt this. Sndi is the 
lion of thMe geDtlemen who wt nn (ool Uin* 

im doing wh&t tbBy heiivve to be tLair 
dnty. And if Ibers are any ben prnMal diipoHd 
« Mke up Odb nnfortanate tr*J», I mold tf*an 
ihKDi Uut an Isng oi ibe Uw pnaitbaa, anJ ibe nia- 
KisUotea npbDtl Ibc law. so Inug niD Ibty bring 

utlhiitlliote\\gjnoutftiB«**»*tw" mA* 
ty. ttieiicgeiit\toittn."KlwA'»i'i'*'*"*-^ '•^ 
juiir. 'nw«bl!ltere4»!''ilaiaTABMN, 



THE ORACLE OF REASON. 



Mr. Bnbb then*ealleil thr fullowint; witu**itac3 : — 
Thomas Kon'drtck— On Satnrilay 1 ant I bought the 
Oracle <^ Rtiamtn^ No. 2."^, of the prisoner ; 1 gave' 
flip paper to John Russell. 

Mr. A. Campbell asked the maglstratee to inquire j 
whether he paid the money to Mr.^ Adams. 

Witness— I did ; he did not ask mo to buy it ; I 
asked imu to sell it to me ; I asked for No. 25, and 
whether that was not the latest ; he gave me two or 
three tracts. 

Mr. Campbell— Was he requested by a party for a 
special purpose to buy it ? 

The Bench did not think that was a necessary 
question. 

John Russell — On Saturday e%'ening, about nine 
o'clock, I received this paper from Keudrick ; it is 
No. 25, of the Oracle of Reason. 

Mr. Williams submitted that the paper must be 
read all through, as one part might explain the other, 
80 as to deprive the part pointed outof its sting. 

Afr Bubb said in the case of Southwell, the judges 
Would not allow it to be read ; this was in the na- 
ture of a newspaper, and if that was necessary, 
every newspaper that contains a libel must be read 
-if^ All through. 

Mr. Campbell said Southwell was punished for 
publi'^hiug No. 4 of this work, which is a weekly 
periodical ; but it did not follow that because there 
was a libel in that nuuiber, there was iu every other 
Bumber. 

Mr. Williams (clerk) read tlw* commencement of 
Ibe article, vstA. pMoted out the passage which had 
been marked^ 

Defendant said he wished it to be known that he 
never denied the existence of god, and he believed it 
as much as any one ; he had nev r read the work. 

Mr. Campbell could not 8t>e the effect of Russell's 
evidence ; he asked Russell whether he had read the 
work? 

The bench thought this an immat»'rial question. 
This closed the case for the prosecution. 
Mr. Adams said he never denied the existence of 
a god, nor did he read the publication, nor know 
that they were illegal except' one, all the numbers 
of which he put by ; he did not intend to sell aaiy 
more. 

Kehdrick examiiied^ — I gave the penny into the 
hand of the man. 

My. Campbell said he would call evidence to prove 
thait the peiln/ wa»i not paid to Adams. 
Mr. liubb suggested that was immaterial. 
Arthur Parker entered the box, and Mr. Bubb 
asked hiiu if he believed in the testament, but he 
refused to answer. 

On the question beirtg put from the Bench, Mr. 
Parker replied in the affirmative. 
Mr. Blagdon— Do you believe in almighty god? 
Mr. Parker— r do. 

Mr. Blagdon — Do you believe in a father in 
heaven ? 

Mr. Parker refuucd to answer the question ; he 
had been asked! one direct question, and He had 
given a direct answer. 

Arthur Parker deposed — I was in Mr. Adams's 

house wheu Kcndrick came iu for a book ; I asked 

him what book it was ; he said he did not know ; 

tbete was a namher ofihid Oracle of Reason in the 



window ; he said he wanted that ; that Ixwk 'V^ 
not paid for; thefe was money placed onttetat* 
for books ; there was one penny left on &e taUe> 

Mr. Campbell said after what they had heard, it 
would be for the bench to consider whether tb£7 
would proceed with the case. Mr. Campbell said 
he did not justify the language; the pan^rapbws* 
of so ambiguous a nature that it could notbe proved 
to refer to any deity ; there were many thousand 
deities. 

The bes«h cidled upon him (Mr. Adams) to find 
bail, himself in jf'50 and two sureties in jf25 each* 
Mr. Fry said he came forward because he knew 
the parties ; he had never purchased or read » num- 
ber' of the Oracle of Season. He was accepted si 
bad. Mr. Edwin Parry offered himself as bail and 
was refused ait he said he did not believe himnelf 
wortli ^'25 after all his debts were paid. 

Harriet Adams wfcsatao" charged* with sdliBj 
a blasphemouA libel. 

Mr. Bubb said— The charge was for selling the 
Oracle, No. 4, for which Southwell is sufleringillfr 
prisonment, but as I see the woman with a child »t 
her breast, I will not press the case, but beg you*> 
take her own bail, and if she does not persist in w- 
ling tlicm, it is probable it will never be heard of. 
The parties wished the case proceeded wiA. 
William Watts— I bought No. 4 of the OratU^ 
Reason on the 7th of this month, of this wUmaa,** 
her house in King-street; I didnotseeherhuriwad; 
I bought two other papers, and on the foUowiBI 
morning paid threepence for the lot ta this yfow»'t 
I gave the paper to Richard Russell. 

Wross-examined — I wbrk at the Chronide<^* 
I arm an errand-boy there. 

Mr. Campbell— Yout were requested by yonra** 
pi oyer? 

The Bench objected that the question was inuBf 
tirial. 

Cross-examined — 1 do not know whether thei«» 
more than one apartment at 21, King-street; I d«»1 
know whether the husbuid was in the adjoiaiBj 
room ; I went to the house and said Mr. FiyflW* 
me for papers ; Mr. Fry requested me to go ; I «*» 
I came for some of the Oracle of Reasoiiy Mr. ftj 
sent me ; iVIr. Fry told me M'here I could get thenfr 
Re-examined — I wentto-Mr. Fry to buy the Ora* 
of Reason ; he said you go to Mr. Adams and f* 
will get them. 

Mr. Fry — The boy came to my shop for W*" 
books; I was not there ; I sell some' books; X*^ 
for him, he told mehe wanted'Mr.Holyoake'sboob* 
I told him he could get them at Mr. Adanis'B!^ 
understood on the following morning that be ta* 
got thciir in my name ; I told him I should s^** 
to the magistrates for he had got them dLshonerfly? 
the following morning the editor of the CkrouiVi 
Mr. Thomas Rawlings, called upon me and said be 
did not send for them, but it was s«Dt for by »» 
men ; he did see them. 

Mr. H. Bockett became bail for the husband, o<»' 
jointly with Mr. H. Fry. There was no bafl w 
. quired for the wife. 

During the proceedings at the policc-coflrt 

which was crowded, there were continual c* 

. pressions of disapprobation, which the mag** 
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I copy tbe following from a letter of G. 
A.'g, correspondent of the Oraclty which was 
written io answer to some queries forward- 
ed to kim upon Holyoakb's case : — 

" Tke m agi strates ajmm itting for hhmphemy 
en a charge of felony ^ are doubtleris actionable 
for Ro doing— they ought to have ditfrnistjied 
Ae charge of felony, and taken up that for 
blasphemy, afi a separate case. 13ut tbe pro- 
babUity is, that there really never was a 
char^ of felony before them, and that it 
ipriDf(i) from their own jrnre inventions. With 
t sufficient command of money, u good cuun- 
•el, and a tolerable Lawyer, there might bu 
ibondant retaliation reaped for all thexe 
tiuDgs. I shall now toycb upon a point which 
I bope will also prove somewhat discora- 
fitiog to these justices, who are so clever 
at reasoning upon deity exiHtences. Mr. 
Bubb, in his opening, talked very poin- 
poosly about proceeding upon the ancient un- 
written law of the land-— the common law — 
•od why .^ Because his object was to make 
it a itswm^ case, and to take it out of tbe 
■tamtajy law. which (9 & 10 W, c. 3?) would 
^ve required that information of the words 
qiQ^^ shbnld \)e laid before a justice of tbe 
feiee, w^hin four days from their utterance, 
fad would likewise haye insured a trial at the 
onfff. 3o that instead of these prosecutors 
Wiog entitled to take credit for the respecta- 
\Sl^tj of their proceedings, the latter are ac- 
toally discreditable as being at variance with 
tiie more humane provisions of the written 
laws, which prpvisions are certainly those 
Which, on the part of a public prosecutor, 
oogbt always to be preferred^ as being more 
fa accordance with the (supposed) will of the 
.Mmmunity^ this statute, too^ gives the party 
: n qjportunity of renouncing his opinions, 
jaod thereby escaping punishment for the first 
Iflfience; whereas, the common law is of in- 
j ftdtely nacre barbarian a character, and the 
leoDtrast will, 1 think, afford fine scope for 
animadversion upon the trial. 

" As regards your note of the 14th inst., I 

fainot help laughing outright at the magna- 

^^flibas JQDta who are going to prosecute all 

insons pablishing sentiments calculated to 

■ri^ * act - of - parliament religion ' into 

intempt. Why, no man writing sensibly 

^My sabject could scarcely avoid bringing 

Wk a religion as this into contempt, even 

"ittagh he sfaoald say not one word about it. 

Hm tendency of all sensible writing being to 

triog into contempt whatever is tenseless or 

M— nay, even the very act of writing in fa- 

^r of tiiis institution, as it at present stands 

fw tottefs, if yon please), is looked upon by 

^ iepsible and unbiassed, as at best nothing 

Wtter than burlesque ; the prosecutors will 

fterefore have plenty to do, they themselves 

4M|||LUy starting to put down that which 

mj are all tbe while producitiff^contemj}t 

* ike uttermost degree ! I ! '* 

SJ9 



I have much pleasure in informing my 
readers tbnt the magistrates accepted the bail 
tendered for Mr. Holyoake, on Friday last, 
and that he is now actively engaged in pre- 
paring his defence. 

W. C. 



IS THKKK A GOD? 
x?i. 

'* Mr.CArPKR.-Itinnotoiilywirkedneiwbnt folly ; 

iw heiilhen in tlw trorlti denies the existence ofagwi." 
- UOLYOA K K'S CimmUtal. 
** A Daniel ctuiif to jmVnuMit ! Yt'a, a Daniel ! *' — 

Merchant of Vkxice. 

One of the Jew-Bookers says that" there is 
no Mew thing under the sun," Mr. Capper 
was not then in being, or the truth of the as- 
sertion might have been questioned. In the 
mind of this venerable vender of ** justices* 
justice '' — a queer compound of prejudice and 
stupidity — wifkedness" and folly are conver.- 
tible terms : ergo, he would treat the idiot 
precisely as he would the villain. 'Wicked 
actions are -thoBe performed with an evil in- 
tent, and foolish ones without design or evil 
premeditation , in pure ignorance of the con- 
sequences. A man may, for purposes of his 
own, ca'nmit an act, hoping to get somewhat 
by it, which might lead to consequences in- 
jurious to isociety, and would call for th« 
forcible interference of his fellows ; whilst 
another, committing the same otfence, but 
from ignorance, would only require to be rea- 
soned with to induce him to desist: surely 
there is a vast ditference between the two ! 
As much as there islietween the assassin and 
the self-nyirdercr. But Mr. Capper thought 
and acted otherwise, for had he imagined 
Holyoake'^ conduct to result from folly — 
and up man would deny a god, did one exist, 
ejtcept from ignorance — he should have rea- 
soned with him, or have gotten some one else to 
do so, instead of sending him to a prison, as 
though he had acted from wilfulness. But 
the two motives — wickedness and folly — ap- 
pAring to this second Daniel precisely alike, 
the remedy suggested to him would be simi- 
lar in both cases. 

My present purpose, boweyer, is with the 
latter part of his worship's remark, wherein 
we are informed that ''no heathen in the 
world denies the existence of a god," and con- 
sequently that it is wipkfdness and folly for a 
sensible man to disagree with t^e heathen. 
Now, at first sight, to nun)bei"8 this would 
appear confirmation strong of ^he truth pf thq 
proposition, it being a goclism, tjiat the uni- 
versality of tbe god idea prpves a god ; also^ 
that the god ides^ is innate. That the god 
idea is nearly universal, or has been go, can,r 
not, I presume, be denied, but that it \i.vl- 
nate is a \a\sebooA. l^fe^ft w^ SN^^ ^i^'t^i^* ^ 
contact w\t\v owtviaLtdL o\>^«a^\» m^^ ^^>s\ty{v»v 
and cannot •xwt uiiXiA t\ie oT^'Wi\*mvkvvi^ ^ 
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Condition to be acted upon from withoat; 
therefore at birth, and for some time after, 
the child ia devoid of ideas, or they are so 
transient as to leave no trace behind, for io 
the life of every individual the events of his 
earliest years are a blank, which his brain has 
taken no minutes of. How then is the ex- 
istence of an innate idea to be shown ? Sup- 
posing it to have a latent existence, it should 
be the first- developed and the strongest, and 
being innate in alt men should be alike in all 
men. Neither of these conditions do we find 
fulfilled. Children have no idea of a god un- 
til taught. The pleasures and pains of every- 
day life interest them, and all men^ more than 
futurity and its inhabitants; and the god 
idea differs in the precise ratio of the brains 
that entertain them* clear proof that they 
could not have been derived from one source. 

Godism is supematuralism ; witchcraft and 
the gift of prophecy are derived from the 
same source. The advance of knowledge 
and the discoveries of science have proved 
the two latter imaginary powers to have been 
the result of ignorance or roguery, and there 
is no doubt on the minds of thousands (the 
great majority being in the aristocracy of the 
middle and upper classes) that godism origi- 
nated in man's ignorance, and has been per- 
petuated by his villany. The parties I have 
named smile at suspicions of their heterodoxy, 
and where they have confidence, acknowledge 
that in their own circle U is understood they 
are Atheists, no roan of discernment being 
credited with so much credulity as a belief in 
a god demands. 

The celebrated Matthew Hale burnt old 
women for witchcraft, which executions are 
now pretty generally considered as so many 
•* cruel and barbarous murders;'' still, in his 
day he could have declared that *' no heathen 
in the world denies the existence of witches,'* 
and that it was wickedness and folly to dis- 
pute it. I remember that Blackstone, in his 
•* Commentaries," is in a dilemma to get over 
the advancing opinion of the age in reference 
to this subject, because it runs directly fou^^f 
the Jew fiook, wherein it is expressly stated 
that witches existed ; another evidence of its 
damnable effects upon society; inducing men 
to become the conservators of ignorance and 
apologists for murder. For if witches existed 
in the time of Saul they might exist now, and 
the believers in that book say they have the 
word of one who never lied that they did ; 
and if it was right in his eyes to put them to 
death in those days, it is right now, for he is 
a being in whom there is no variableness or 
shadow of turning, who is the same yester- 
day, today, and tomorrow. 

This "concentration of abominations" 

also talks of angels in attendance ¥pon the 

}ord of carnage: this too has been exploded 

fy' modernists, *_ * Not only their appearance 



and intervention in the affairs of fanmaQitjff 
but also their very existence, has been held if 
doubtful, because that the principle end 4^ 
their existence ought to be arrived tt in thi 
functions themselves. Relatively to the q!i»- 
tion of the reality of angels, the criticiMnof 
Schleiermacher may certainly be considered M 
terminating thcdiscussion; because heoxprea- 
es exactly the result of modem intelligence, 
in opposittoB tu the ancient. In troth, ts^* 
Schleiermacher, we cannot prove the impos- 
sibility of the existence of the angels; never- 
theless, that conception is such that it can 
never rise again in our time ; it belongs ex- 
clusively to the idea that antiquity cooceiTed 
of the world. We may presume that the be- 
lief in angels has a double source ; the one 
in the desire natural to onr minds to snppo* 
in the whole world more of spiritual substan- 
ces than we commonly behold incorporated 
in the human kind ; but that desire, «y« 
vSchleiermacher, so strong in us who nowli«» 
is satisfied when we represent to ourselws 
that other celestial globes are peopled fikj 
those we inhabit, and by that thought isdrw 
up the first source of the belief in angdfc 
The second source is in the idea men foift 
to themselves of god— as of a monarch sor- 
rounded by his court ; that idea is no longer 
ours. We know how to explain the nato»l 
causes of the changes in the world, an4jj 
humanity, that in former times were imagine 
td be the work of god himself^ acting by tw 
ministry of angels. Thus, the belief in «n- 
gels has not one single point by which itn»y 
fix iteelf firmly and truly in the soil of mo- 
dern ideas; and now it no longer exists thW 
as a dead tradition.*** And yet a man.wj 
a bribe, in an open and crowded court,t conW 
be found to stand boldly forward and declare 
that the defendant was contravening thelt'i 
because it was ** the direct tendency of the 
quotation to prove the non-existence of »"* 
gels, whose existence and office was pne w 
the truths revealed in the bible \ ** lliia opi- 
nion was echoed by the judge a " saturaWj 
of ancient prejudices," in whom the gow 
citizens of Bristol had vested the power© 
life and death, to be awarded accordmgtoh» 
judgment. I agree (he said) with the leari)*| 
counsel, that it is attacking one of the trutf 
of our holy religion. And that U is wh» 
will not sit here and listen to, 

A century since and Schleiermacher ^ 
Southwell would have been sacrificed *» 
burnt offering to the Christian Moloch, j 
their wickedness and folly in denying tj 
which ** no heathen in the world denies,' 
we make allowances for difference of custc' 

But why should we go to the heathen, * 
there be stronger evidence of the folly of 6* 
reasoning than is furnished by the fulloti^ 

V • Strauss'* Life of Christ. Taylor, Blrmlngh* 
\ A- 1^i.^mX\itt^«k>i»v'&«\.^«iiti^x8QuthweU. 
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porch, then they mounted to the roof, from .^^^^^ j,^^,^ wish was accomplished before 
V thence to the clock, and at the lost, in de- •■ , \ i .. . -^ r^ j_ l-A l. : j 



extract from th« « Apocryphal New Tefita- ! i„dividual mn^^t be an Athehl to every oth«r 
Bent,"* intended to prove the certainty of . i^.u^i^j^^l^ although in roality thvy ate all 
tbe renirreclion, which opinions were enter- 'fhcists, or believers in a pod. For if there 



tuned by some of the early Christians, and 
tba% cannot be much doubt were considered 



be but ontt ffod, i>f the ciMfht hundred millt- 
on« of inhabitiiiits on the earth, seven hun* 



necessar)- to eternal salvation by the parly i ^^^ ^^^j ninely-nine millions nine hundred 
espoDsing them, just as the belief in the pre- ^^^^ uinety-nine thousand nine hundred Hud 
wt Jew Book is by the Christians of this | „|„^.ty nine at least must be wronp, seeiny 
day:—" Let us consider that wonderful type ' t,,.^^ t^^.^ j^jj jjijfyr, aii^l they may aU, be 
of the resurrection, which is seen in the eas- ^.p,,„,^,. 'of two antasonistiu ideas of a per- 
tera countries, that is to say, in Arabia, sun or thin;?, if one be ri^ht the other is, per 
Ihere is a certain bird called a Phoinix: of cuns.-quence, wrong; the same holds good of 
this there is uever but one at a time, and ■ j^ g^j^ W, C. 



that lives for five hundred years. And when 
tbe time of its dissolution draws near, that it 
must die, it ms^es itself a nest of frankin- 
cense and myrrh, and other spices, into which, 
then its .time is ful^Ued, it eut«rs and dies. 
Batitii desh putrifying, breeds a certaiu worm, 
which being nourished with the juice of the 
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THE EFFECTS OF PERSECUTION. 



REPORTS OF PROGRESS. 
To the S^b^Ellitor of the Oracle of Reason. 
Dear Sir.— I have pleasure, Rreat pleasure 
dead bird brings forth feathers; and wheu it i in informing you that a splendid meeting wa« 
18 grown to a perfect sUte, it takes up the \ held in Manchester, on Monday evening, 
nertin which the bones of its parent lie, and j^^g 13^1,^ ]„ favour of G. J. HoLVOAKB, 
•MTiw it from Arabia into Egypt, to a city ^^^ arrangements entered into to collect sub- 
«led Heliopolis: and flying in open day m ; . r - v j r «« ^r.A -„«««,.* {t. »•«« 

«ke right of .11 m.n, lay. itupon the alur of '^^f^'T^iZ .*!!!. ^1^!:. k!.T 
^ (no, and SO returns from whence it came. " '*"" "" 



^e priests theu search into the records of the 
time ; and find that it returned precisely at 
tbe end of five hundred years. And shall ^e 
then think it any very g^reatand strange thing, 
for the lord of all to raise up those that re- 
liigioasly serve him in the assurance of a good 
fiUth, when even by a bird he shows us the 
Steatness of his power to fulfil his promise ? '* 

Doubtless there were men, when this was 
first written, who said it was '' not only wick- 
edness but folly '* to disbelieve it, and that 
the man who did so was worse than tbe devils, 
for they " believed and trembled." 

1 am an^are that all this is not enough to 
eoQvince an out-and-out goditc, a follower 
of parsons through thick and thin, thi^tbeliej 
oCany kind does not rest upon fact but upon 
liith ; and that, though a hundred iQilUonii 
eutertained a similar belief, it would be no 
better proof oi the truth of the opinion, than 
its advocacy by uuits only, would be of its 
falsehood. 

Tait once described the Tories, with their 
«rjr of ** Church in Danger,'' as never to be 
b^ten. First you dislodged them from the 



of conviction. A good meeting was held, 
also, in Stockport, on Tuesday, Uth, for tbo 
same purposes and with the same results; 
also in Maocle»field, on Wednesday evening ; 
the latter was not a splendid meeting, b ut 
still a satisfactory one, and ended with tho 
saipe result as the two above mentioned ; 
the resolutions were unanimously passed ia 
each place, and memorials to Sir Jaaie4 
Graham, home secretary, adopted. Tbe 
principal speakers at these meetings were 
Socialist and Chartist lecturers ; among the 
former were Messrs. Watts, Fam, and Ellis, 
Social missionaries ; among the latter Messrs* 
Campbell, Warren, and Clark. 1 send this 
report for insertion, trusting that other par- 
ties in other places will follow our example. 
I hope the suggestion as to penny subscrip- 
tion cards, in No. 21 of the Oracle^ will be 
^immediately acted upon, and some sent to 
active ipdividuals in every town. 

Yours, in the cause of liberty, 

J. C. Farn. 



theoee to the clock, and at the last, in de 
^ite of your exertions, you found them 
heitridiug tbe vane, bawling out as lustily, as 
fver. Just so is it with a believer, you can't 
beat him. The godite, in persisting that the 
|od idea proves a god, overlooks this diffi- 
<alty, that, inasmuch as every man has a 
different idea of a god to his neighbour, aris- 
kg o«t of the varieties of organisations, every 
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Taylor, BirmittghtLm. 



he could utter it. Cards have been issued 
by the Birmingham con>mitt<?e to several 
places, and a circular containing the in- 
formation, with bills enclosed, has likewise 
been forwarded to every Social branch in 
the kingdom. —W. C.J 

Social Institution, GlasgaW| 
Juaeiaa\,\^«U, 



THE ORACLE OE REASON. 



fieal in i>eha}r of our persecuted brother, 
Mr. G. J. HoLTOAKEy was laid before our 
executive, and by their mn^t particular re- 
quest, I have to sfiy, we shall not neglect our 
duty in assisting, and as early after the open- 
ing of our new institution, which takes place 
^n the 2$th inst, as we can convenieutiy do 
it. Meantime, you will perceive by the en- 
closed bill, that we, as well as Odiuburgh, 
ll^ave commenced to do our duty^ 

You- will give our best regards to our re- 
spected brother, and our hope that a consci- 
ousness of the rectitude of his conduct will 
help to support him in his time of trouble, and 
trust that a kuowledge of out principles will 
be of some service to him; and although we 
cannot love ^he yiper tjhat stings us, still let 
us feel for /the horrible state of those who 
persecute us, aud let i^s persevere to rid our- 
selves of our enemy by making them tolerant 
and better Ijoeings. You may depend ac early 
after o,ur opening as we can conveniently 
i^iten^ tQ our duty in a pecuniary tray we 
^^1 dQ it. My dear sir, sinx;ere1y yours, 
T. Paterson. J, N.o/pklks, Sfic. 



Bishopwearmouth, June }2th, 1842. 
Mr Dear Sir. — I ^m requested by Mr. 
Uartzburg to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter, conveying t^e sad intelligence pf the 
arrest, imprisonment, and gross persecutiou 
of the noble- hearted Holy oaks. While 
Mr. Hartzburg, in common, with other 
friends,deeply sympathises with the sufferings 
of Mr. HoLYOAKE, regarding hiin as a mar- 
tyr tQjriendship and principle, he has to re- 
gret that his means of manifesting his sym- 
pathy are \ery limited. The Socialists of 
Kewjcastle and of Sunderland, opghtj a^ the 

professed friends of reason and truth, to have 
taken up this case in the spirit of brother- 
hood, and combined their resources as one 
man to protect and support him, on whom 
the power of a priest and the priest-ridden 
had fallen wfth gvil power. But Mr. Holy- 
OAKE will not, I believe, Jse surprised to 
learn that, as a bodiff they will take no part, 
and no syippathy or succour need be ex- 
pected from them ir^dwidually tp any esftent. 
^ few* th^re may be, who kno\y the essential 
principle of socialism is mental freedom, 
and who feel that its noblest fruit is sympathy 
with the moral heroes whu are battling 
against error, sin, and sufienng, yet, generally, 
fhey will be found characterised by cold 
prudence and base servility to popular pre- 
Judlce and wSHeBti&l tyrauts. Mr. tiartz 
JSE22 



burg, however, has found beyond the pakof 
the Socialists bod>, men who possess mon 
of its social sympathy than its professed, of 
its official, adherents. The subscription 
that is now being raised, Mr. Hartzburg 
purposes forwarding to Mrs. Holyoake, ia 
compliance with the wish of the subscribeny 
A gentleman possessed of wealth, and digni- 
fying its posst^ssjon by a liberal mind and 
heart, will, Mr. Hartzburg believes, be a 
handsome contributor, but as he is now in a 
distant part of the countiy, it will be sonw 
time before Mr. Hartzburg hears frombim. 
If you have published an appeal on behalf of 
Mr. HOLYCAKE, please to forward copies of 
it to Mr. Hartzburg and to myself, and in- 
sert our names for the receipt of sob* 
scriptions. 

1 am, sir, on behalf of the priest-scourged 
Ho),Y()AKE, yours, faithfully. 

T. Paterson. J. Williams, 

A numerous party of young people from 
Birmingham, went 1^ packet-boat to Dudley 
Castle, on Tuesday, June 14, the profits of 
the festival being intended for the assistance 
of C.SoUTHWELL.The day was mostdeligkt» 
ful, and the perfection of good humour and 
harmony prevailed throughout, The time 
was wiled away by a visit to th^ cavern?, 
rambles through the woods, and dances oa 
the green sward in the ample court-yard. 
Similar parties in other towns are recom- 
mended to the social brethren, by the con? 
ductors of the above. The sum of £4 was 
cleared. 

A public meeting w^ held on Monday, 
June 13, in the Clarence Gallery, Chelten- 
ham, with the most favourable results, tq 
consider the case of G. J. HoLyoAKE, and 
to memoralise the Home Secretary and tbe 
House of Commons ; the announcement, at 
two different periods of the proceedings, of 
the arrest of Mr. and Mrs. Adams, pro- 
duced considerable excitement. 

' ' * 

A VOICE FROM GLOUCESTER 

GAOL. 

Gloucester Graol, June 10, I842. . 
Dear Chilton. — I do not write to you forei&et 
love or money, but for the reason Eve told AdamAe 
eat the apple, because she liked it. I have nothing 
at cotauiand, nor any hope of anything for my da- 
fence, except my head, which is often in requiffltion 
yon will guess. Mr. Jones, a magistrate, in ** 
presence of the governor, assured me yesterday fl»»* 
I may use pen and ink, and what I write will no* oe 
taken from me. I could not, after being deceived la 
Cheltenham, bring myself to write a word un^ 
heard this. If any one tells you I grow pale, y"" 
must conclude it to be rather owing to my •H?'^ 
tion than to my confinement, as I now make the D** 
use 1 cwv ol xo^ elegant «AicQTQ3sv!c>^^<sQ.a. The pJ®* 
\iave \»8eC Ta<e\a^ft *q tnasv^ >:\%tKw,\sNA\«!^R?«*^ 



THE OBACI<E OF REASON. 



Ik of public opinion knows how to tame 
efrstand a friend tnronght me Voltair^s 
al Dictionary," which was immecUateSy 
hotild I not have cnt finer capers than 
' Friday did, to have laid my hands on 
books, to while away the doll hours. 
7o interviews with Samuel Jones, Esq. 
civU to me, and said he would be kind 
is kindness promises chiefly to be re- 
ess, which is the worst kindness of all, 
samples I have had I dread any more, 
he is a father, and I really believe he 
m , t have hope . My business with him 
r papers. He returned me a few pencil 
ly examination, and some papers of a 

and said lie did not deem the others 

my defence. [Doubtless he required 
friend's assassination, as will be atieu 

Practical Christianity ! — W .C .] I re- 
hat as men judge from the outward ap- 
lile some one else, Isaiah says, looks 
rt, so he miii^ht think they went not 
le, but nc one knew my case or my 
myself. That there woidd be brought 
^al acumen, power, bigotry, theological 
, and what not, and injustice I should 
issession of my own thoughts. Had I 
m's property, and hi» officers had found 
would make no request, utter no word 
; but my papers were my own thoughts, 
irty, and no man had auy right to them. 
Tapers, if taken into court, trould con- 
added, I expected no other fate — that 

charged with my crime, guilty or not 
escaped ; that the righteous hold their 
ast ; that the law in my case was un- 
the puiii.shnieirt optional, and that niy 
s of more consequence to lafttlian my 
t all I asked was a fair chanfC of meet- 
lers, that the press was blasting my 
don, that I should defend myself, as I 
r the idea that money should be spent 
, while I had a wife and children who 
; to experience the bitter scorn of the 
; blighting of Christian charity. Still 
vas inexorable, and would give nothing 
\ god, whose mercy endureth for ever, 
hardened his heart. Holyoake ought 
m the folly of asking for justice of a 
. accoutvt of his wife and family ; does 
bashaw " visit the sins of the father 
! third and fourth generation ?"—W.C.] 
to what is necessary to my defence, he 
ilf a tolerably good judge, for he kept 
ng I wanted. Law and gospel, rather 
ty, appear to me his polar stars. How- 
I in silence, thinking that the ways of 
lOse of the almighty, were past nnding 
it expect to die here just yet. Every 
sive prayers, gruel, and bread— which 
■d of life, the staff oi life, and the water 
gotten in the gruel, life itseif. So far I 
t I can with all humility assure you, 
of god does not grow by what it feeds 
the day, now, I have an open yard to 
. 80 dou't sufl'er for want of air. And 
I have seven compaimonB. I am locked 
rery nigbt, ata,q uarter past seven. My 



companiona are the droUevC sticks god erer let lire". 
No fear of my imparting any thing to them of canMt*- 
quence. I do not think they have twenty-one ideari* 
among them . They woul d pnzsle Hel vetius and hi* 
theory of education. Euclid would never hare writ- 
ten his elements had he been bom hefe'. Bat tiiey 
are simple men, there is not « bad man among them. 
So I do not dwell among pollution and crime, an t 
expected I should. I have had a warm letter firom 
my friend G. Julien Cameron Harney. Hia name is 
enough to frighten a host, and what is better, he ia 
one of those rare fellows who, whew hin' name doev 
not answer the purpose, soon looks out for wh»t wOl. 
Watts, of Manchester, has written to me, what think 
ye of the following extract? ** Would to god d&er 
priests would hold a meeting and debate the saerificer 
necessary to know how muchy of how meaty lives, 
they recfmre, so tbttt we might walk fortb to the* 
slaughter. If we could at onee pay the price of li- 
berty, I am sore the* men are ready amd willii]^. f 
am sure patriotism is not dead, and the liberty of Hur 
world from the yokeof the priests is worth » straggle. 
Ay, their own 19)erty-from their own miaeraible con- 
dition is worth a atrtiggle, for the glotton never en- 
joys good health ; and the lovers of human blood, 
however much they may gloat over their vicdms, 
can scarcely have peaceful minds." 1 can tell yov 
an anecdote, though not a very good hand at it. 
When in Cheltenham two yeans a^o, hearic^ what 
8 firebrand and bigot Close was, I wtefnt to heair hirar 
preach, taking care to select a cold morning, that f 
might relish fats hell-fire the better. Finding the- 
cbuxdk full of gentility^ I suspected tbat, like the' 
prudent dean celebrated by Pope, 

*^He never mentioned hell to ears polite;" 
bttt observing an unusual sprinkling of the fair aez 
right and left of him, I inquired of a young lady in 
the porch the reason, who arcUy said it was owing 
to the rev. gent.^s ears being more admired than hin 
gospel. I heard this many times after in Chelten- 
ham. I only mention it because it struefc me there 
might be many items in the attraction»of trae re- 
ligion not dreamt of in my philosophy. I have had 
an interview with the clergyman here, who spoke 
with much kindness to me ; I observed none of that 
hellish venom about him I have remarked upon in 
others. He said he supposed I should not> like to 
read anything en his side the question ? I answered,. 
tlLat I should most gladly read everything I had not 
read, and that I should deem myself quite izkcoape- 
tent to speak upon any question, of which I was fa- 
miliar with only one side . He spoke to me as though 
I had Auman feelings, a rare thing for a prie^. The 
class I am iu is called the fines' class, nobody very 
dreadful is placed here — ergo, I am like the lion, not 
so tierce as the papers have pictured me. Some of 
them work during the day, and are rewarded with 
mint tea, &c. When they came in and fomid me 
here, one said, ** What arc you come for? We al- 
ways tells one another.'' "O, blasphemy," I re- 
plied. " What's that?" said one. *« Am't ye re- 
ligious ? " said another. I gave them clear answers, 
but mark the result on these unsophisticated rustics ;. 
seeing my first loaf there unbroken, and that I could- 
not eat, ** Here," said foiu- or five at once, " will ye 
have some of this tea, zur." It was the nicest thixi^ 
they had, and so oSeieii it \a %QQ^i!cxft ^\A <3&&«t \&!&. 
What a cottUaat yraa \iua\>e\».\\s>va m^ ^<i Vx^%^ 
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ment 1 rceDived fromgentedl and polished Chri«tuuu 
in Clieltonhaiu. 

I eoucIudt», as I nxpi'ct to sou Mr. Lear froin Ohol- 
tenhaui. Alexatidt^r (?uin|>lHtll has culled iipu» ni<*. 
He looka hotter thau luuul . A inotrf Irig was to he 
held in the Claronco Gullerv* la!«t uighl ; he would 
be there 1 thliik, froiuhui looks, to l»y on the s»iutd. 
Youri4, deiuoudti-ubly as Kurlid, 

G. J. H. 

Gloucester Gaol, Jane 8, 1842. 
My dear HAnNEY.--Y»)ur hstter wm handed to. 
lue this morning ; it is the iirdt I have received ; ih 
came like a bfiaiuof the snu on chao.s. ForsU jour 
kindness and od*eri4« take a million of thanks, the 
only thinga I am now rich in. I brought manu- 
aeripta for my defence here, on the good faith of my 
gaolers in Cheltenham, which are all in the hands 
of the magiatrbtes. They were sctKed as soon m I 
was here. Your aid will be a giant t«) iiic, in mak- 
ing all facts known to the public ; and ** we gentle- 
men of the pre^A *' are not to be barked and no one 
write our epitaph. Of one thing you nuiy rj^t unnt, 
they will never convert me ia a gaol. I nradt Ksy 
the Chartists of Cheltenham behaved like heroes to 
me, and I will some day return their kindness. They 
hold the Mechanic's Institution, Where my locturt 
waa delivered, and although they were tltreatene^ 
with the loss of it if they penuitted any ofinyfrien^ 
to join them, even indioidtudly they nobly n.'^"****^^ 
b,old it on such terms, and gave me again th 
it, and in it I gave persecuting christii;i 
liuty knocks, and in it the same night 1 " • irr , c 
hwided between eleven and twelve, the n' 
ecratiug to a man. I am told Englishmen are i 
lt*wed a fair trial ; grant me but that, and alJ^ViU \ 
tight. Yours, vi»ry truly, G. J.,H. 

1*.S. The worst part of the aiTair wuj, I was re- 
torning home, weary with a long journey, to my 
family, when I was apprehended. 1 do not care for 
myself; when Mrs. ii. and my little girls are provi- 
ded for, I can bow to the fates. A man cannot be 
honest in these days, Julian, without paying dearly 
for it. 6. J. H. 



bap:}, when liA^ was neur ann e}>l>, be m 
be made t-i think of eternity. So after 
usual apoiogiei^, be put the qiiention, " "" 
he airuid ta meet his god .*•'* "1 am 
afteard to meet him, but it \^ the other b- 
rmaffeardof!" T. I 
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Notice. — Copies of tlus work sent by 
to any parts where they cannot be othieTwiac 
fnined, at the rate of t^REE for FOUBPSI 
■ Foat-oAce ataaiq^ iiar ona numtb or tfaone, 
din^ctions, addressed to E. N.,-26, Upper Wine 
street, A»hted, Birmingham, will receive atteni 

NOTIC?: TO CORRRSPONDENTS. 

W, CiTPPET, Liverpool, in speaki|ig of Mr. Mi 
intoHh'f* New God, says, ** I have heard him dec 
that ' there was no god, and he who atteniptei 
bring into society the nientionof the existeuc 
such a bohig, was des(?rving of the greatest pun 
ment that society could iuHict upon him.' " 

W. H., Leeds. The least a person can do, w 
asking a question, is to pny the postage. The 
tors of liberal works are seldom overburdened i 
cash. — Most probably yes^ not certain. w. ( 

P. M. is informed that it is in contemplati(H] 
issue a PORTRAIT of Mr. Southwell, to be bound 
with the first volume of the Oracle. 



From a Correspondent. — ConsideriHg 
that Mr. Southwell is hun'eriug imprisou- 
ment principally from tlie s////f of his writing, 
1 am itidiiced to send ymi the folhtwing ex- 
tract from l.ockhart*s *' I^ife oi Si:ott,'* vol 4, 
Paris ed< Speaking of Calais, he says, ** Lost, 
as all kuow, by the bloody pa]»ibt bitch (one 
must be vernacular when on French {jrioinid), 
Qaeen Mary, of red hot memory. I would 
rather she hud burned a score more of bishops, 
if she had kept it. Her sister Bess would sooner | 
hare parted with her virfrfnity.** The above 
is verbatim. With best wishes for Mr. S. aud 
all concerotd, I remain, &c. C. Dent. 

The Morality of Belief.— Some time 

ago, a man who had led a rather loose kind 

of life, and was a notorious swearer, and 

consequently Tory passionate, happening in 

thff nature of things to be drawing to a close 

fi^ewfr ol J) jthe clergyman of the place thought 

proper to attend Wm, tKnking tbut now, per- 

if24 n^ A 



SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

. for Charles Southwell the Atheist, from 
believer in a god as ever existed, bu 
. .lemy to peiMcntion. 

,i>>m Mr. James Bctts, profits of an exenrsion 
iidlcyCutle, to assist Charles Southwell ^'4 
From afbw Friends near Northampton 1 3 
Friends at Manchester, per J. Watts ,.2 
Friends at Worcester 10 

Birmingham. Fi. NiCHOLLS, Pro9. See 

Messrs. Robinson, Edinburgh, publi'^hers, jtl. 
Mr. Harrison, (it. Yarmouth, per Central B., 6s. i 

PER H. HETHERINGTON. 
fJeoruo Burling -^'0 6; A Friopd . . . . 10 



W.li.Saul, Krt(i. 10 
Two Old Friendts 2 
Mr. Wilkinsi .. 10 
Taylor Biruiiug. 15 
Mr" John Crcdsy 5 

Loudon. 



OJas.Wehr.Canter. 1 
Stewart,Liv,^riM»ol 15 
O^Dickson, MaiiW. 10 
0!B. Jones, per \Vat- 
0| son . . . . 3 

M. Ryali., Gt'n. Sfc. 



SRCRBTAKIKS' DIRECTIONS. 

General Secretary. — M. Ryall, 3, Noiil 
place, Lambeth, London. 

ProvincialSec— K. Nicholls, 2«, Upper WW 
sDi'-street, Ashtod, Birininatham. 
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NOW RI'iADY. 
A Pliin Answer to the Qnory, • Omjht there to hti 
Laic i/'juiiust Bhsj>/u:.ny ? ' By C. S( ) IJTH WKLL,noi 
in Bri'tol Gaol. Price Thret^pfmce. 
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t»t OimmUlm of (ft. ■' AUTl- l-BOSECU- 
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BEIEF REMARKS OK THE PRO- 
SECBTI0N8 FOR BLASPHEMY. 

-0^ Mr- Gmn/ij Jan^ Hr/iywii*- 
"Thannl; Tinitl hnro temindfroiiiDif phUi>4aiilir 
ifl to fip^ak pLftinl^ (u all Qv viaAi, uid tfl Ml 
ffMlj- laj Ihooghta of (Uing>."— AniSTtrfM. 

So have I leBrned of sooialljiin, but whether 
1 ehall be permitted tu prstitice >o userut n 
lesHon Mid puraus so tiniple ■ noune, religion 
will ibortlr snawer. I know it ■»»oura mora 
of the BimpUoitjr of youth th«n eiperieBOB of 
the world, but 1 could wiab that truthTolaesH 
ind life may terntinftte together. It haa long 






lOn of friends h a far 



PNMM a>uf Ffu Dlm^i-lm _ 

a, /•«, Turk, Thriu, or Alhiiii - 

liiii^teublgiiliiiitHllnrilii.vihB' ■ 

nult OettrUfrt, u-tatiri, orpiWtWn-J 
-^ in lit (MK ^ SOUTH WBLL, 

«B, wrf Mr. «*/ Mn. ADAMS -m™ 
i ty lo*lHl cAaiy iff a 3«in:rliilim 



_.^.^ sE, Biroiia^hBa, 

■eultlndi^ rranUd Tgr the Dc»eu>ii tiy 
itap ^Rie nua aeapBpitA ia IdftvkU Jn*t 
^■'ff fft the fbair, bat,Dvtirilhi«titadin>f, 
■ Mled KiOt ijie uoii otdeilj und iutelli- 
> iiMkiiu-olMBm. Ttie ni»tiug wm ad- 
f«rH^»k», MdMMm.naK, Ml- 
^B.^1^ =-»(, «ui Whii., wl rarimu re- 
al adopled, 

S"*«rta aaH ■— -- -'~°- 

^ Ikak* buneaci^^ 



il. ToltanhBiB-oii 




tude the miaapjireheo 

heavier (icnalty than lae nerccm oppnnuon 
of enemies. So at the present time I Hnd il. 
GiThe eenend objection to m; rocttnt «on< 
fntf ^Cheltenham ia thus espressed : " W« 
aaak' '.HVt the injaiCioe exercised foryaaiie- 
i ' ' ■', but think yon roiRhi liave anrijfwl 
I ' 1 i ti*w»» no oooaaion for what, yon did, 
/ia niighl have eiptemed the emnt rhiiig in 
1 Mother manner." This "* in fuel nn iipolagj 
for my oppressors, and a reproof l^r me. Notr 
if I eauJiJ have avoided the coune I toA, t 
oaght Bot to hare done aa 1 did, and I>tn ' 
reaJity, proimied Ibe treatment I reoeivefl'; 
»nd if I rashly or wantonly brought it upon 
me 1 dtKvved it, forfeited all claim to Bjm- 
pslhy, and thtsa who have nndertateu my 
correction, tbongfa they may have aportioaed 
an eiceaa of panishment for my ofiunoe, yet 
are they not wholly W he hlamed. But tbis 
oiijectloa is grodslj defective and luireaaoQ- 
ablo, for if they had no moral right to ititar- 
fere n-iCh me (which is conceded), 1 had done 
no moral wrong, nor given any legitimate 
excnac of oSence, and hence the charge of 
rashness or wantonness in the use of language 
can have no meaning in such a, case. Thai 
I outraged no feelings or prejndiocB is plain 
from the circumaCanse Ihat my remarks,, 'is- 
cotding to all reports, were received wilb gs- 
ncral appUuse ; therefore, as far as Ibe meet* 
ing was concerned, no indncemeni wta pre- 
sented rot me 10 tuke a different coUiM tolbe ' 
one taken. But then, "I forget Ihnt tagod 
out of doora oould ;o>w''''ie oreoin'i'wf' Bcasa 
of blasphemy from my wordl.sod therefore 1 
should have used othsis— I aqfbc ennly ha<r^ 



THE OBACLE OF BEASON. 



^ 



mToidcd all that hat happened.'* Tea, I 
inigh) have avoided it jnst as a man can avoid 
doing hiH duty as a citizen or teacher, when- 
ever some danger threatens or some conve- 
nience allures. But can he avoid it honour- 
ably ? I felt that I could not honourably do 
otherwise than I did, which I think will ap- 
pear from the following statement : — 

My lecture on Home Colonization was 
over, and I was folding my papers to depart, 
when the man Maitland put the question to 
me — " Why do you not introduce churches 
and chapels into community ? You tell Qs 
of our duty to men ; why not of our duty to 
god ?'* The stupid fanaticism of the ques- 
tion excited in my mind no little contempt; 
but having no reason to feel certain of the 
man's insincerity, I answered him candidly 
and honestly. Some think J should have 
given no reply, but that would have subjected 
me to the suspicion that I was opposed to 
religion on insufficient ground, and could not 
tell why I objected to it ; or, that I held no- 
tions I had not the courage to avow. So I 
had to choose whether I would be estimated 
as an ignorant pretender or a cowardly scep- 
tic, and, at the very least, as an uncourteous 
teacher, who would not answer a public ques- 
tion put to me. 

It may be thought I should have given no 
answer at all to Maitland, and have said, as 
a member of the Rational Society I had no 
opinionupon the subject ; but I could'notlay 
a society, to which 1 had the honour. to belong, 
open to imputations from which 1. shrunk as 
an individual. So, as to whether I should or 
should not answer the question 1 did not he- 
sitate a moment, on these grounds ; and as 
an individual, it is my custom to answer all 
queltioni to the best of my judgment and abi- 
lity ; therefore, custom and duty coincided in 
the decision. This being clear, the kind of 
answer to be given, whether a-true or a false 
one, never presented a doubt ; having a dis- 
like to lying, I answered frankly, just as 
I felt and believed, without one particle of 
reservation. It is true, hypocrisy might have 
served my turn instead. I might have shuf- 
fled and equivocated ; I might have given a 
mean-anything answer; have professed a 
respect where I felt a contempt, and pre- 
tended regard while entertaining the strong- 
est dislike ; but I should have thrown myself 
open to contempt and distrust; I should have 
been despised by even Maitland, and what I 
think much more of, I should have despised 
myself, and, in my opinion, brought public dis- 
grace on tho cause I advocated, which^ if 
such conduct was needed to support it, I 
would never stand up in its defence again, 
I put it to the meeting whether a course thus 
candid was not also more honourable than 
any other to Christianity, inasmuch, as it ap- 
pealed to truth which Christianity vaunted as 
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its foundation, and did honour to toMlHtf 
which Christianity toasted to nurtore ani 
conserve, and the meeting answered in die 
affirmative. Had I done differently, howtiie 
saints would have gloried ! Passing throogk 
Bristol about that time I found every windoir 
with a print of Mr. Brindley, representiDg 
him in the act of burning one of Mt. Owen'i 
books at a public discussion. I half felt I 
would rather he had burned me. Ferbapf 
the preceding will satisfy those who think I 
'^ ran into it." I could no more help tiw 
question being put to me than prevent Cleo* 
patra being bom ; and when asked, my da^ 
was to speak conscientiously in reply. I had 
spoken in praise of truth, justice, and free* 
dom of thought and expression ; withoot 
which latter, freedom of thought is a mock- 
ery, and I could not vapour about them to 
others and not practice them myself. Hav« 
ing eulogised truth, who could do less than 
speak itP Having contended for justice,., 
what a mockery it would have been to harflr. 
departed from it, as I must have done in g^t«' 
ing a deceptive answer to the meeting ! And, 
having commended sincerity to others, hcnr' 
would equivocation have condemned meR. 
Some regret I should have thrown myadf 
away on such a trifle. I cannot understand^ 
this. It is said I am sacrificed for a trifle^, 
and that Christianity will be eternally dis«' 
graced thereby — the truth will be told. Q 
was assuredly no doing of mine. NottU 
slightest notion that my language could ba 
construed into blasphemy, and until theBev.. 
Francis Close's Chronicle reached me in* 
Bristol did not dream my language could b« 
styled objectionable. In my lecture the wit* 
jiesses swore I introduced no question of reli" 
gion, and in my reply I attacked no man'^ 
faith, and thought of nothing but simply 8ta«_ 
ting my convictions, and certainly neitht^ 
intended breaking the law nor offending thtf 
4Bbst fastidious taste.* 

Another class of objectors think it a pity 
I should incur the risk of being immured in " 
distant gaol, far from home, &c. 1 hat 
shown that I did not cause it. But if it meaii# 
I should not have spoken my mind in suck 
a place, I scarcely understand that virtat 
which varies with the latitude of every placSj] 
and assumes a new phase in every town. 

Those who fancy I have sought my positif 
know no more ot my motives, than does Mi} 
Capper, one of my committing magistrateif] 
who uttered the cold and heartless imputadc 
that love of notoriety was the incentive to lajj 
conduct. My intercourse with^Pembert 

• It is true, as " Phflo-Publicola " sarcastic 
intimateH, in his brilliant article on <^ Religious Pfl 
secution," in the Weekly Dispatch ^ of t\iw day,thsi1 
did not attune every metaphysical sentimient to 
nice ear and tender conHcience of a policeman > 
for this omission I hope to be forgiven. 
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oHwr»iK4^orioii» apiriW, taiiRht 
I Mp all ctrCue ia KincBrrty and be- 
, aad ail viue id oroelty and hj-poo- 
D whnteter situiirion tJiB praotice of 
apts may ■ ■ ^ 



wall supaort me. Martyrdom uras 
otyect (if iDj Bipiraliod, boC vfhen 



Boknonledge tbs shle manner in 
editor of the National AsioaialioH 
iCeadf mental rreedom violated in 
; buCnhfn hBConitlndesliiaE lam 
„ red in my atheism as my npponeuta 
it belief," he doea w.e so injuatioe. I 
it punish nil) man for hia opinions, 
ver pot my own dogioaiioallj or in- 

i tatcee pkae this week, and baiing 
I few days to prepare niy defence, I 

been made to me. The Ckelten- 
Prem, of Jone 4, eontaiaed 



* mj 01 






inct, deli 



■rat conclndo without »aying that, 
* expucted to have only censure, I 

it agreeably diuappoin ted— the 

I and sympathy I have receiyed 

5w and old, ha« exceeded all I 

. Mr. Alexander Camp. 
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It friends in Cheitt 

Mirtt,SaoredSoeialisC!i,GiiodviiQBarin- 

Iwlple*. and Cbartiats. In Birmin|,'lia.m, 

''1, MsDuhester, London, Edinburgh, 

- ""-wcastls-apon-Tync, and many 

1 generoaij interest haa been felt 

Orih&pre>«, the Cheltenhma 

r, Weeklii Diipalch, Northern Star, 

-^aH.Nalioiial Aaocialion Gazette, 

pRardleiB of mjpecaliar opinions, 

a important aerrices. Thp twu 

iy. The NejB Moral World 

« fo^otten UD thia occaalon. 



i B nigbt'a impriao 



Th. 



.. .1 having captiously _ 

kail, Mr. Jame. Barnes, of Worceatei 
T«tr oHwt ftieDdc, and Mr. J. D. Stt 
■,(f Ibasame city, well known as a ts 
P defender of ohtirtiiiai, pmweded I 

and beoame my sureties. They 
id hnmoransly, ihal it would be stri 
\ not be Cooiid two righttoui 



in (he city of Worceater, 
Bn'stnl, the gentlvmnu »)i 
Hm- Mr. Southwell,^ 
proceed t 



ranted. 
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Mr.RoebQct'a reply to the Cbellooham p«- 
Kent mr u> of a Dull - - 

. HOLVOARE, by at nuu (JilrBiB 
Jame* Qmbam^ Ho hu varj prampily talif^D up 
ioquhy, and E lUve no doubt bat tbat sabstiuv^ 
jiwlire wni be iono. If, hon*™-, the peUtion. 
should hereafter deem that jusHu liu net bHn 
le, J flui pna^vt Hk^ petitiDo, after the inquirj 

ID my owa Ttapoa^ibUity, hoping that tlia 
ituient will pul cdafldence m my Jndgmeat» 

« of iinaiedlBtelf inatituting a iKarahlng 



ir.jDi 



obadt. K 



L. ROEBDCK. 



TUEOBY OF REGULAR GRAD.ITIOW. 

Ill the tertiarj formatiDn wc (lud h eCdkiDg anti 
woaderndchanfreot appearance. TheaABtrBtaara 

ruuia. At the time of (hair fcnnaCiDn, Qtp ^^.' 
Ends of the emrtii far the miuntenaqae of orguia 
Lil^ had laally increued, aui^ tria coDliimd]]' 
[□creaiing, as the period approached when mail 



re appeal 



md y 



t they form 



iviously eiamined, no dlsllpsl 
miferous or auoking animtlt 
either terrestrial or aqaacjc^ 



I large [ 



n of Eh 



,gdoni. 

euppoied exception, have been found capftbis 
ot auch eiplanatiuD a> to leave tilt general 

After the chalky formation, a coniider- ' 
able repoie seemi to have enaued, during 
whioh a larne portion of the exiatiug Eonti- 
nenta, and especially the hollows and ba«ai 
on their aurface, appear to hare been tha 
site of large lakes, rivtrs, &c. From thia ra- 
lulied the flr'it frctb wuter formation, oalled 

going on, sayt Cbambrn. the f^obt, no lem 
ger an entire ttagnant marib, hut as yet in- 
capable of affording much support to txtan^ 
trial animals, wai teuauttU ouly by such 
quadrupeda as live beside rivers and lakes. 
Nearly tifty extinct apeciet of mammalia, 
chiefly of this charBcler, were di«:ov('red by 
Caiiel inttusCoimauuQ. 1l\a atuw.o.^'Cawb 
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THE ORACLE OV llEASON/ 



l>e1oi)ged to the claii pacbydermata (thick- 
skinned animals), of which the elephant, the 
rhinoceros, the hog, the tapir, and the horse, 
are remarkable existing examples. Among 
these extinct creatures, the most worthy of 
notice are the palasotherium, the anoplothe- 
rium, the lophiodon, anthracotherium chera- 
potamus, and one or two other families, in- 
cluding, some of them, not less than eleven 
or twelve distinct species. These mammifer* 
eus families had some general traits of resem- 
blance, and the description of the great pa- 
ItBotherium may afford an idea of the main 
features uf all. This animal was of the size 
of the horse, or about four feet and a half in 
height to the wither. It was more squat and 
clumsy in its proportions than the horse ; the 
head was more massive, and the extremities 
thicker and shorter. On each foot were 
three large toes, rounded, and unprovided 
with claws; the upper jaw was much longer 
than the under. The tapir, and partly, also, 
the hog, if large enough, would closely resem- 
ble the great palsotherium. ** The palso- 
theria (says Buckland) probably lived and 
died upon the margins of the then existing 
lakes and rivers, and their dead carcases 
may have been drifted to the bottom in sea- 
sons of flood.'' The other mamniiferous fa 
milies of the first eocene formation, were all, 
like the palseotheria, herbivorous, f^nd had^ 
it is probable, similar habits. The number 
of animals, aquatic and terrettrial, whose re- 
mains are found in the other deposits of the 
eecene period is immense. In some gypsum 
(sulphate of lime) quarries of that era, 
scarcely a block can be opened which doei 
not disclose some fragment of a fossil 
skeleton. The following list of the animals 
found in the gypsum quarries of Paris, will 
show sufficiently how very diiferent from the 
gigantic reptiles of the secondary eras were 
the creatures that tenanted, and found fitting 
sustenance on the earth, during the eocene 
period. Besides various extinct pachyder- 
matous families, there were found extinct 
species of the wolf and fox, of the racoon 
and'genette, among the carnivorous tribes; 
of the opossum ; of the dormouse and squir- 
rel ; nine or ten species of birds, of the buz- 
zard, owl, quail, wood-cock, sea-lark, curlew, 
and pelican families; freshwater tortoises, 
crocodiles, and other creatures of the reptile 
class ; and several species of fishes : — all of 
these animals, be it remembered, being ex- 
tinct species of existing families, exclusive of 
the. pachydermatous animals, and the fishes, 
ixhich were extinct species of extinct Jamilies. 
The occurrence of the birds mentioned in the 
preceding list of the eocene animals, forms 
(says Dr. Buckland) " a remarkable pheno- 
menon in the history of organic remains.^' 
The number of fossil shells found in the 
eocene /ormatiou b estimated by Mr, Lyell 
228 



at 1238. As in the ease of the terreitn 
creatures, few of these shell-fish are of recei 
or existing species, not more, at the utmof 
than 3§ in every hundred. 

Here then we perceive for the first time ti 
existence of a similar order in the animal kin 
dom to the present. Lyell thinks the ear 
to have been fit for the habitation of maa 
this period, but he is almost alone in 1 
opinion. Crocodiles and palm-trees, whi 
existed, it would appear from their remaius, 
large numbers, as well as the frequency 
volcanic action, would seem to indicate t 
high a temperature, and too unsettled aflt) 
for an animal so long in coming to p 
fection. 

I'he second, or miocene period, brings 
a step nearer to the existing condition 
things. We find that the miocence depot 
present us with the earliest forms of anim 
existing at the present time. In Dr. Ba< 
land's Bridgwater Treatise a table is gir 
exhibiting the animals found at Darmsta 
in a bed of sand referable to the mioci 
period. In this list are mentioned t 
skeletons of -the dinotherium, a large hei 
vorous animal, called by Cuvier, the gigai 
tapir ; two large tapirs ; calicotherium— 1 
large tapir-like animals of this name ; i 
rhinoceroses; hippotherium, an animal all 
to the horse; three hogs; four large c 
some as large as a lion ; the creature ca 
the glutton ; agnotherium, allied to the d 
and machairodus, an animal allied to 
bear. From this list the reader will perci 
the gradual approach in the miocene anin 
to existing species. The discovery, also 
true terrestrial mammalia, as the rhinoci 
and hog, in the miocene formations, 8h« 
that since the era of the gigantic reptiles, 
slight portion of the earth's surface had 
sumed the condition of dry laud, fit for 
support of the common herbivorous creati 
At the same time, the occurrence of e 
animals as the dinotherium in the mio< 
strata, proves, as Dr. Buckland remarks, 
many regions were still covered with g 
lakes and estuaries. .In the third, or o 
pliocene period, the first traces appea 
ruminant animals — of oxen, deer, can 
and other creatures of the same class. 
pliocene ages were not less rich in enorn 
organic productions than those periods 
ready described. The enormous crea 
called the great maModonj belongs to 
pliocene era. Of all the fossil anii 
whose skeletons have been found compleU 
nearly so, the mastodon is the largest. / 
ther creature, belonging to the later plio( 
ages, if not Indeed to the era of the dilu 
formation, has been discovered in Amei 
both north and south. This is the mega 
rtum, an animal more widely removed 
character from any existing creature, t 
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V at lie oilier rotail remaiusthat have been | In the»ct 
rtnterved. Another cutiEct tardigrade 
e, preseoting miay oF the chcacte 



It Jef^nc 



1 in VirslQia, and recewed from 
nrat described some 
ei, the iia.tne of the megaloityjc. 
ODCeiied the claff to he Oiit of an 
fltiat Feline soiaiu] of vast size (that is to 
UKoimul of the same descriptioD an the 
. and lynx, all of which are 
iti of prey); hut the French nuturitlist 
ued the posseasor of the claw to ba.ve 
Ed berbivorous, or eatculated to liie on 
Ibt; and this was triuirphaattT proved by 
kediscovery of others of its buDea. Another 
'' " 'nod ofthis period is thatlangcalled 
nolli, under t)ia imprea&ion that it 



id and newer of thew. which 1*1 
or ft deposit froift a freah-walet I 
r-houe of the mnnkey lias found, I 



net Ken 






L The period when the dilairiim wai depo- 
TW, being that immediately preceding 
Uexiiting order of things on the earth's sur- 
'■ :, a marked by the remains of animals, 
Bf of which ttill exist, while others are ex- 
^H. The chief evidence on this point i> 
id from bones, and fragments of bones, 



of tl 



suppos' 



1 Yorkshire 
Ls found to 



laoftwenly-lbreeipecie! . 
. i»,tiKer,faear, wolf,fox,wBaiel, elephant, 
^-lUnoMniB, hippopotamus, hi 
pecks of deer, bare, rabbit, vt 

' H of diick and 
he«e cases were 
1 into angular fragments or chips, and 
more or less decayed, though tlie 
.._! matter yet remained in some of 
Tbey were covered by a layer of mud 
a foot deep, the nature of tchich led 
b lb« Buppositioa that it must have been 
"Mted daring the action of the diluvium. 
I a recent period, no trace of any animal 
■ higher order was ditcovered in rocks. 
" a human skeleton had been 
[n Guadaloupe, imbedded In 
It it was concluded, in that 

lud that'lbe human being whote 
discovered in it, might have been 
distant era. Latterly, however, 
I lOology has made one step in advance. 
^^a, a lorail jaw-bone of one of the quad- 
a (foar-handed or monkey tribes) i - 
ered in the tertiary Cormatian at 
taem foot of the Pyrenees, in the di'psrt- 
"»tofGera,iu France. Two deposits there I 
fa in foiisih. affordiuE remains oi 
Lmals. 



mr false grinders, and six true grinderi 

DUtinued series. Tbe monkey is supposed.'! 

) have been about three feet in height. Ths J 

one occurred in a stratum of mar ' ' 

by compact limestone. Another jf 
"' vered with oihi 

a hrick-fleld at Kingston, i 
:n the county of Suffolk: 
the particular bed in which it was found bai I 

ot been (tatcd . Tbe bone indicates a >pe> I 

ie« of the quadruman 

'heie must be considered as very interestli^B 
diecDveries. The earliestanimatsand plantal 
are of the limplcst kind. Qradually, i 
advance through the higher strata, o 
other words, as we proceed through th 
cord of progressive creation, we find an 
and plants of higher and higher stmctnrc, 1 
till at last we come to the superficial 
where there are remains of kinds approxi- 
mating to the highest of all the animated J 
tribes, namely, man himself. But, befara- f 
the above discoveri 
remarkable gap in tbe series. The qnadni 
maun, or monkeys, who form an order abova 
common mammalia, but below the bimai 
or human tribes, were wanting. Now t! 
defloiency is supplied; and it is shown that] 
every one of the present forms of a " 
excepting the human 



hen the i 



rfiaial et 






Tbe only zoological event of an import&atfl 
nature Buhsei[UKnt to that period is the Cn 
tion ol man ; for we may consider of a lesi 

tance the extinctiDQ of many of tha 1 
io varieties which flourished in the — 
logical ages, and the creation of new.* 

Here then we find it now olmoat un 
sally admitted by naturalists that ther 
been a regnlar gradation or saeceasion ( 
ganised forms upon the earth, and no 
in support of the opinion still mai^IaiHed bj ' 
many, that all the animals, plants, iu:, were 
created at on: time, the earth being at that 
timefit for their habitation; the earth pre. 
senting tuch appearances as to warrant the 
assertion that all the animals that have lived 
u pon it could not at any on? period havE existed 
bad they been upon it. And that, in every 

mals which had it for their inheritance during 
the periods pointed out by geology. The 
only dispxte between me aud others, that b" 
to say, scientific men, is simply whether then 
have been sucuMsife croallDRi, or whether al 
is not merely results from the i 

□ever ■ ceasing change of jmsitioii of il 
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miivc 



•illiiii 



>1io1e, 



and. figi 

inc, all etfecis are B< chiKtreii orcaiiSKi, Uy 
kiuilliiiK n little aleubol, vbil« holding; in «>- 
Liliuu uilrale uf cop|ier iti a vutch glasK, a 
fine jmen fl»m« nill be (iroJnned. The 
gnwn cotuund A&iae ia h«re the eflVct. eauiH'd 
bf the kiiiJlinK uf tli« alcohol nlivn hutJiiiE 
iu Buhitiuii nitrate of copjier. Pliny, per 
hajHi the inosC learned ofthi ' ' - ' ' 



jEod, vhi. 



n ancrealed and 
:r Ihfeii pmduced. 



whole, sitiiouncei notbing nhich ig a i^ 
or mark of iU ongin. or prewfes iU deitne- 

tion; none have Ken its birth, gronlh. <ir 



Biitiiiryiiift without fod in the world) bj 
thcoti^iana alio display abandanee of ptmioo 

AtheiNis. Deita, and in short all whose opi- 
iiiuna do not bappea to aquare and dmeUil 
ill with thi'ir uhu, eeeniinxly For):«trultbali 
satiiiluutiiry Bulution of this questiun i! be- 
vond the Bra-jp of the moit puwerfnl inttl- 
lect. Let them, ench one, if be can, bicoo- 

Aristotelian precept, 



re itself." According 
He it at the tame titn 






the niiiv 

■nd the worli; ohich mndeni natumlista 
vonld call flat hlacpbemv. Hut, as observed 
by Dnpuis, " Metapliya'cal rtilinement is of 
a ctimpacatirely recent date, and men be- 
lieved iu the erideiioe uf their seiiMs belore 
r delivered themMlves up bound band 



d foottu 



leillua 
;ribed ti 



ina^inn 



Why have men so violenllv disputi 
the oritfin and prubable end ofatl tt 

Because we see but a part, and th; 
BTnall part of the great whole; an 



„„lj«; 



a what appears thi 
II, allonropinionsr 
of things »t 



a character lur iisu 
eru philosophers, s 



all sprung from X 
which(ifwdsabst 
of Mercury) is th, 
gists; whilst othe 



I god for that 
oderu theolo- 
r the greater 



rredulit. 






wild b 



liidom," 



d the shnrps and flats, o( dis- 
to ^ckle the ears of the vnlgU, 



MK. MACKINTOSH'S CHALLENGE. 

ITlw falluwing same intn my poraeiwDn ^uirtlf tSa 

of my own npon the oame lubject, and I oilUttU 
ilH pnbllcativn until 1 had Been the edilnr, Ihiik' 
iDjC it nnncee^a^y. Itut hta D^um beingtbil 
Mr. M.'a letter related to hii »tticl»B, he niAd 

Like the Bkob orThnnder-len-TroQchk, I BipMttl 



-having re 
athoiuaudi 



hu baen sugneetea by the an 

With regard to abnoe, an 
the leciprocatida ef tbi^ Jtis 
Ibmif-bt Mr. M.'s book abnai 



iniber he eumpliiiiBn 
itimpaitedbf 



ia self-eiiateni and neceisarily eternal. jf j called his rt 
niversB, says Ocellus (one of the mosL | did not think the r 
t philoaophera wboae wtidDgt hare bifpiDeuofeipeii* 
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X TK^ ft man'f tejCUvSt^etA fSa eniel 
ftnd he ^^ be ynlre ^f it ? I thinli to. 
^err and th.) heart still 'be right. I 
itni do, to be credited with believing* 
Tote the words complained of. Infol* 
retenaion of mine— I can cbnceive how 
nay be baneful thongh 1 never intend it. 
I. willing to oitfcnas the morality of 
.t issue, I am now denied the pleasure 
U But more than this do I regret that 

of mine should have impressed him 
a for it, because there is no man with 
L sooner have debated the matter. Not 
lut for profit. I am not vain enough 
jry would have been easy — only that 
n to jfie would have been great, 
r. M. disclaims argument in veply* I 
uses a little — ^but I remember it too in- 
•eply to it. I trust, from the circum- 
which I write, this will be ascribed .to 
ler than a convenient memory. 

surprised at Mr. M.'s letter. In de- 
slon he declines embracing all the ad- 
Qg at his feet, if he has truth on his 
ars either to imply apathy or doubt on 
>gard for the cause he has espoused, 
IB to the validity of the ground he has 
e is an older man than I^more fami- 

weapons of di-^putatiom — he could 
my errors, and disturb my faucied se- 
am wrong. He canbuUd a caae more 

I from his greater experience, and 
where I should fall into an error. For 
nrhere I can be afTorded fair play, as I 
to aiford him in the Oracle^ in di^enss* 
on — I would welcome the fiercei^t attack 
iples <fe smile at the moat virulent abuse 
rror will ever be tuwnercifvUy rejected, 

that truth can never be injured where 
prevails, I am willing to give wings to 
nee to misrepresentation, and pardon 
lereby /can gain permission to' discuss 
mds the important principles mankind 
Tstand. Ihave/t<//^»VAintheinvin- 
tower of truth. Once egttaily auUched 
anything may be perilled on it as the 

the proviso just named, like Milton, 

the winds of doctrines upon her ; and, 
istness of Lear^ cty to error, 
blow, and crack your cheeks ! " 
mvcnience for enumerating the various 
>eview, I wish the reader to attend, and 
ly, to. Bccauije he has not replied, 1 
hem established, but certainly claim a 
>tive evidence in their favor. 
Gaol. G. J. H. 



3BRESP0NDENCE. 



Idttorofthe Oracle of Reason. 

notice to correspondents, in last week's 
I find that a Mr. W . Cuppey, of Liver- 
to assert that he had heard Mr. Mack- 
t that *' That there was no god, and he 
d to bring into society the mention of 
of meh ft being was deserving of the 
iKment that society oould inflict upon 



him." WIm Mr.'Oiipp^infty be, 1 know not ; nnf 
do I kno# whothtft Hum be a Mr. Cuppey ftt ftll, 
never hftving had tha honour of his ftcqaaintanea. 
Thisf however, I do know, thftt neidier Mr. Onppe/ 
nor way other person, ftt Liverpool or ftny where elite, 
at any time has heard me'give utterance to any 3uch 
words or sentiments. To speak out plain, Mr. Cup- 
pey's charge 6 a downwright falsehood. I could 
point out one or two error* of the same kind in the 
Oracle in reftjrence to myself. However, I forbear, 
with this one remark : if the cause of atheism is 
obliged to descend to personal abuse, for lack of nr- 
gument, it is a poor cause. Yours, 

T. s. Mackintosh. 

. [The extract was inserted without ths editor's know- 
ledge. It should have been>-Curphey, not Cup- 

: pey. Mr. M. has seen the letter, but dodaiM ha 
knows nothing of the ftuthor.— W. C] 

EFFECTS OF PERSECUTION. 
LEGAL MUBDER! 

To the Editor of the Oracle ofReoBOiu 

Friend of the Human Race.— Inforvardinjf 
the enclosed nmount of sabscriptbns, received by ne 
up to thb date, allow me to observe that yon mn»t 
not judge of the number of your friends in Shaflleld 
by the small amount of money subscribed; hundrods 
of your Chartist (to say notmng of you; Socialist) 
friends are too poor to give even a penny, nnd fervent 
are their wishes for your triumph over your persecu- 
tors. Another martyr has been saoifieed at the 
shrine of tyranny. Sa MDEL Holberry, convicted 
at the Toik spring assises of 1840, of JwtfiftoM, and 
sentenced to Jbur years' imprieonnteaty expired in 
his dungeon (York Castle) yesterday morning, at 
half-past four o'clock. As if in mockery of his dy- 
ing agonies, an order for his release came from'the 
home office, a day or two before his death, with the 
conditions annexed that he should find bail him* 
self ^^200 and two sureties of j^lOO each to be of 
good behaviour! His poor wife (whom yon faftre 
seen at my home) was refused permission to see him 
only two or three weeks since ; she is distrftcted. 
Fihall there be no retribution for this foul, bloody 
murder ? When, oh when will the humsa race rise 
in its might and trample in the dust the monar* 
chical, aristocratical, priestly, and profit-hunting 
vDlains who oppress, plunder, and murder them? 

That the fates may preserve you from the torture 
undef which poor gallant, noble-hearted HOLB ERR V 
has sunk into his grave, is the heart-felt hope of, 
My dear HOLYOAKE, 
Fraternally thine, 

Geo. Julian C. H^anst. 

Sheffield, June 22, 1842. 

P.S. 1 must work hard to get some sup^port for 
Mrs. Holberry, with whom every friend of liberty 
and the rights of man must hetBOiily ^mpalhiae. 
I shall keep open my book for subscriptions for yov- 
and Southwell, and hope to have the oonUnocdt 
help and aid of every friead of free inquiry. — Ck J.H. 

NOW RKADY. 
A Plain Answer to the Query, * Ought fftere to be a 
Law against Blasphemy 7 ' By O. SOUTH W«LL, now 
in Bristol Gaol. Price Thieepenee. ^ Thi« work 
ohoiild be universally vend. 
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gloet Bf ig^iLt*. fcoDiao tier «"il* i ' 

1 npetk frolD otensive npfTlfDC* lu ^ 
Mt. RDcbe, Bdlof SdeniK. MucU.ii^:.. '..... -^ 
•omo'igmtforOii*! bum."— ThPdinituli/iiiiign 
ipmM i if friends Ca thH omaas iMoliI mert HwiB'- I 
MlvH In Dbuia iho Dtioai uf Uuiw! willing tn »ff i 
lli««iii:k,llu7CDi9llsppesriD(teOracAe>fTT-irHk> 1 
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THE TRIAL. 
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a Rpeak. Tbs judjies of the" -eMl' 
' - ' itontillhensiiMaof Augi. 

ruKS, »!iiab hiva beva neither 
, incurred on Uiif oco«flon, will 
a bo inonfred igsin. By way of com- 
1 uttpinwe, £1 9i- Vf!« fxvnatri 
I, I icwi'Bly inow uhlph i» propsr, 
liead of OTurt-fees for dlsFtiiirging 
I anil rwllsleribB new tepognizan- 
.- » ..c..:„, jij 






i from Worce-t"f to htcome i 



If the fon 



The: 



Mhadt 

only £100 



a. draegK) ov»r 
.u»e of the lord 



I work of (toa goes hravety on, yoii 
ay (Tere you hece. Poor Mr. Adjius, 
■till »uflrriD(r molt painrnlly from op- 
, &nd Mrs. HAKniBrT Apahj, bii 
, and infant c 
M> for irial. 

e woful indeed, if t1iBnH«ernt>leBhiIU 
■ODne to, a-nd the tlijusttce niid hirba. 

Mtn. Tbeir iriala alw are partponEd 
UAiaei. Altbough no ooi wu bound 
» nrowoute Mn. Ai»iMM^t vim she 
sited K> Hppeur, ind £1 ireiW. charged 
ibsrginS ibBbdll for hiT nnd Mr.AdHirs 
ring new aHrttie* at tbe same uninuni 

)j for their uppoBrluioe at ihe aaaiics, 

I ib« clerk of the res^ionii threFiIen^ in 
I court In rKLreat (heir bsil aaiem they 
.ledi'tely upnii ihninotioo appeared, Hb 
I told that tbe^ ROUld rather aVe their 
" nendsni-urtheiiropertyofthefriendB 

I ~^t*wed to fetch thorn, Mr. tl. Fry aud 
— , Beckutc, from Cheltenbaai, who 
lesnw hull fbr their appe&rBnee. Mr. 
Oi U"- Adama, »iCh h«r iofint at 
Jt,will have annther limo to leave 
to tod family and prenenl themielved 
id puniiiimenl at the bar of Uiiii 
Theaffanion oflbe 
, AdaD:a ha>i betn for 

wbiob ha was suh- 
f. Ul inpriiODineiiC n Cheltm- 



— fwhiilh W 
KBeringT < 
Udnughtii tl 



aa to tbreiLten the total losa of hia 
Pa the Grat day of the tesKions, I and a 
lead him ta bi<i lodgingx, ao t 
it to him tn eodeavoQc to leabit 
n thii itate bad he to dance 
for three dayi on Ibeie lowly and 
Ei«rTaDtfi of the mD«t hijih. Still n 
treiuintt vrta it tn gee Mrs. Adama, n 
Gating and intelligent worn an aud moi 
lionale mother, parading for hours i 
aialea of the court, wi^ endeaioura 
her little infant— until an order was e 
mitlini; her absence. The man w\ 
look upon or hear of s anene lite Cbia, 
execrate the name or religion, mua 
to all aeoBe of dignity, humncit 



I* ther. 






] that 



heboid an amiable and virtuoua mothi 
dragged from her home and family — so hi 
tally exposed and tortured by still proBpeclJ 
imprisouroenlwiththe moat degraded of mi 
bnd — and not tell hon inferual ia the spi 
of piety, and how reioltingly iDhaman I 
SHcrilicea offered up at the ahtine of the h>» 
The eipeacea entailed upon Mr. AitL 
I suth already nf would quits nnD h 
^re they nut to he defrayed by the enbMP 
IBS made for ibe defeniie. Thus the en 
It of an indnatrious family would be pn 
Lted for eier by tbia (houb proaeoutic 
3w intenaely siclteuillg to talk of god beil 
good to all, and that hia lender mercies 
oier all, alter this i Had it nal hec^n for 
dutiacrlptioDi aent in they mint have both 
eiilably gone to gaol until the B'leiieij, for 
court traa prepared to award ibatteDien 
and, aa it baa betn remnrk«d, Were even f 
pared to do it. Had this been done, K 
Adumi'a family and the pour orpbatt wb 
they ba^e kept, would h«Te been conogoBd 
the poor'hoUBe, unleu Ainda had been (o 
for their luppart; and nut knowing wbei 
thii would be doa« tbe pareau eipected 
fate (or their poor ohiidren when tfaey pai 
from tham to go to QlanoestBr. Canjure 
if you can. tbe horror* of an English pi 
house to a fond mothor's miud aa the bo 
gf her ohiidren whom she has for years c . 
tiired with the teuderest care ; eeo the Atn 
lation cast ocer tbe domestic bearth— all li 
sod forsaken—and fancy, if jon can, i 
angaiah of mind (or bath matbei 



Snd My, if Chriatiaa maltpiitf eter glotled | 
Open a. mors iDiCiiriDg apectocle ! Coiled] 
all the iDiesry that irreligiuu, Bccording to 
the moat rabid prie*t, ever prodated, and 1 
deny that, GOD|(re|tated togEther. it could < 
equal in cold-bluodtd harbarit)' this oae scene i 
prepared for — and, if the prrporer! are' to he 
tvlteved, commanded bj — a god otmeftg — a ' 
kind fathtr '. A mother made childless and a i 
IridoH ; chililren, oiphani) and father, mo- 
ther, and children *hiit up in « man] living | 
tombd toiiiiffer all CheiudiKoitted a Cbridtian i 
can so irell heap npon the hetplrw in his | 
power, and all the crutlties a priest cnil in- 
flict — bow delecfable the music nf their 
grosia for the ear of god ! How sweet the j 
barmony of their ei^ba far the portals of hea- 
ven I ! What acceplahle cpfrerlDgs their raiae- 
tien must he at the throne of tnerey ! 1 1 
When will the fime arrive for ineolted rea- 
lon and humanity to speak out ) 

And It may he added, earth's most direful 
Inockery too ! (jive us the gor)- wheels of 
Jnggemaut to cniAh us at once ouCofcon^ 
Bcioasnesa and life ; Moloch, with his swift 
and ready sacrifices, or calholiclKm, with her 

Cisooed bowl, faggot, and rack I They ar^ 
tter than (he mode in which Ihe victims at' 
Chiyt are now sacrificed ; for it is done wllb 
US under the pretence erf promoting virtue and 
morality, and the glory of Rod, at a time 
«ben people see not and drsnm Dot of (be 
infernal deinoninin Ihe'e pretensions alwafu 
cover in the cause of reliKion. With ealho- 

had that glorious bate which hurled the lirm~ 
est, subtlest, ereatest, most impregnable 
church the world ever saw, or ever will nee. 
Into, the dust, and the recollection of her 
cmelties will ever keep her there, and seniS 
every other religion of the same revolting 
practice lo the same long account. Letftese 
Christian men but go on ss they have begun, 
and we shall soon have this scorn, contempt, 
and deti^atation of their principles and preten- 
sion ; let but a small band of men be called 
-out with the nerve of the brave old martyrs; 
let hut a few glorious, courageous, onheiid. 
s. Adams (from the spirit 



THE OBACLE OF REASON. 

COEBESPONDENCE. 

To tht Editor of the Orach of Rtiutm, 

rho b7 ««fc;hiM «n find ant fod: irh* eu 



ThK above is, perhaps, the ouly seasibli 
passage upou this subject in the holy book. 
Much, very much has been said and writtei 
□n both aides the question, " Is there a sod >• 
And in their speealttlinis upou the visioiiuy 
and naeleas, men BeBk'ln accordance witt 
the lutgect (o hmie forgotten all tbeirphiio- 
sophy ) tbey seem ta> have thronn experitna 

air to their hearts' delight ; men or fott al 

down. Rverj possible incoasisteocy litt 
ever) personation of folly and ibominttiuo 
bos been colled by the name, nntil it hu be- 
come such a common-place thing with mW 
have, or to say we have, a god — that we kno* 

. Dot how to speak without him, or lier, or if. 

' The sul>>cl of deity u one which bd 
grown into importance from tbe neglect of 
the flrst rule in philosophy ; it has no isl- 
portance in itself, and the speculationi tal 
prrjudicei, we can't call them beliefs, spoil 
the mutter, are the result of ignorance are) 



am c— god. 
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LCter), and the fierce, 
inical, intolerant, and mind -crashing 
I of Christianity will no longer bestride 
cpuntry like a ootaaans, and we petty 
creep under its bloated legs to find cur- 
's dishonourable graves ! G. J. H. 



NOW BEADY. 
A Plain AmwfT lo ILe Qaery, ' Ought ihtrt lo br 
Lmc trgaiiul BlaifhimyJ' By C. SOUTHWELL, no 
in BriiKI Qua!. Price Threepenee. —This ww 



And*^P^ '°~<"^ ^h^K questionsfo 
their proper satutinn involve others abicl 
every person engaged in the study hod bttte 
put to himself. What am 1 1 What can 1 
kww? And let ua be sure that it is kuov 
ledge we seek, remembering that the meaninl 

lieved, suppoied, or fancied. 

What is all our experience! A series » 
excitements caused in the mind by pauing 
events, and treasured up in the mind'i store- 
house, memory, to be recalled at pleotaf. 
Can we comprehend >.ugh1 beyond theeapa- 
city of our own mind ! ■ The question itrf 
isabaurdl Wearemen. with men'itboaghtu 
men's minds, men's capacities; and if tt< 
believers in and preachers abootagodwiioU 
only bealow a few minutes in analyzaties of 
the idea, if they would only ask of whstii 
it composed, they would, find that in Uwt 
highest aspirations and loftiest coneeptini^ 
in their noblest and purest ideas, they hits 



THE ORACLE OF REASON. 



WOK, christened him afresh, and called him 
god! 

If we could by any possibility comprehend 
tod appreciate anything above ourselves, we 
most necessarily become the very imap;e and 
counterpart of the being appreciated; by 
this means men learn; objects cause excite- 
ments, pleasurable or painful ; and we endea- 
Toor to renew the pleasure and avoid the 
jaln in future : the ignorant listens to the 
iotelligent man and acquires his idf*as, his 
knowledge, and thereby becomes in this re- 
spect the personation of his teacher. 

Here, then (supposing the existence of god 
•I a fact), there is an impassable barrier to 
oar knowledge, it is far, far beyond the cir- 
•umference of our circle; and though we 
continually stretch forth into the darkness 
beyond, glean new facts and enlarge our ca- 
pacity, yet we do not comprehend the infi- 
nite, and until we do that, or in other words, 
nntil we ourselves become gods, we cannot 
comprehend god. 

It may be answered to this argument, that 
|od eoald assist us to comprehend the sub- 
ject of his existence ; to this we answer, no, 
he could not! All that could be done by 
what is called divine inspiration would be to 
. change the nature of the inspired, and to 
make him as useless to us as the supposed 
deity is; for, if a man's nature be changed 
ke can no louger associate with or teach his 
fellow man, any more than we can teach 
arithmetic to a mouse, or logic to a bird. 
If man's nature be not changed by inspira- 
tion, then we, the mass of society, could only 
get a repetition of the tale told by an ancient 
one, that he had been into the seventh hea- 
ven, and had seen sights upon which mortal 
cottid not gaze and live, *^ that he had heard 
words which it was unlawful for man to 
Btter; that eye hath not seen nor ear heard, 
Bother hath it entered into the heart of 
nian to conceive the things in store." All 
4is might be done, and there we should And, 
what the readers of our holy volume know 
already; that revelation means not a bring- 
ing tolight, an opening up; but that it means 
darkness, ignorance, and folly. 

^e have said that it is of no consequence 
to ra whether there exist a god or not, and 
*e are not afraid to repeat the assertion. 
Onr knowledge is made up of experience ; 
*e have to find out the things which make 
for our good, and to pursue them ; we know 
&at*Sirtue is its own reward," and we shall 
Aerefore, without any help from above, fol- 
low its dictates. Admitting the existence of 
a deity, if he incline to good, we cannot then 
nfier ; and if the " old man in the clouds " 
love ** darkness rather than light," and 
*'eril rather than good," we have ua depen- 
dence upoi^ aod nothing: to hope frc^ him. 

wr 
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IS CHRISTIANITY FAVORABLB TO LIBERTY 

OF SPEECH AND ACTION? 

To the Editor of the Oracle of Reason. 
Yes, the Christian will answer, we are told in 
sacred writ to prove all things and hold fast 
that which Is good, but this good precept 
like the few others that appear in the Jew 
Hook, is forgotten in theological strife. One 
thing is certain, and that is, that if people 
had proved the goodness of the Christian reli- 
gion by their practice, Infidelity, long ere this, 
.would have been banished from the world. It 
U suid, that we have no right, nor is it sound 
logic to cast the failings of Christians upon 
Christianity; we answer, that the characters 
of Christians have been formed for them by 
their system; that their characters and prin- 
ciples, stand in the same relation to each 
other, as effect to cause, and that whicU 
condemns the one will condemn the other, 
by their fruits shall ye know them, is the te*«t 
laid down by the supposed founder of thit 
system, and by this do we judge, from the 
tinieofConstantine, falsely called the great 
(for he was great only in crimes), down to the 
present moment Christians, when they have 
had the power, have done the utmost to de • 
stroy the right of free discussion; they pre- 
tend to believe that the gates of hell will not 
prevail agiinst their system, and yet they are 
afraid of every wind that blows; if they had 
confidence in the truth of their doetrioes they 
would not invoke the strong arm of the law 
to keep it in existence; the fact, tl>at they do 
so, is a clear proof that they have no other 
effectual argument to use, and «?ven this is( 
effectual only for a time, it becomes eH'ec- 
tual hy silencing the objector by the dun- 
geon's gloom, not by imparting convictioa to 
his mind ; a system that can be supported by 
no other means than these ought not-tt^'exr 
ist. Not one of the 40,000 priests in Britiita 
who are pocketing £20,000,000 per annum ; 
not one of this vast number with this immense 
revenne at command is bold enough to chal- 
lenge a SoDTiiWELi or a Holvoake to public 
discussion, on a public platform, on the exis- 
tence of a god and the truth of the bible ; 
this, ii) my opinion, proves the dishonesty 
and hypocrisy of the paid advocates of Chris- 
tianity, and yet these men, in the face of 
I wholesale prosecution and persecution hove 
the effrontery to declare that Christianity 
courts inveslij[ation — that the more it is cri- 
ticised the brigbtn. it will shine. 1'here is 
one comfort for them, according to their own 
doctrine, lor th^y can wash away these faUse^ 
hog^si in the blood of Christ, and sing 

I, the chief of pinners am ; 
Bat Jesus di(>d fur uie. 

" Commit ten thousand crimes (says Rich- 
ardson), aU of the bVA.cV.vi'st Vvw^^ VkW-^vVWi*. 
I forgiven, Cor CVw[*w\.Yias%^\^,cotsxvi Vxi vsvtv^ 
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the following disgracefal and atrociooilav, 
entitled the " Act of Apogtacy ; ** this law if 
on the statute book at the present hour, tnd 
may be enforced at any moment; hence, tbe 
necessity of demanding its immediate repeal, 
let us call on the bible-believers to help us— to 
test their sincerity. 

Bv the 9th & 10th of William the Third, 
c. 32, it is enacted that " If any person edo- 
cated in, or having made profession of, the 
Christian religion, shall, by writing, printinc, 
teaching, or advised speaking, deny the Chris- 
tian religion to be true, or the holy scriptun* 
to be of divine authority, he shall, upon tht 
first offence, be rendered incapable to hoM 
any office or place of trust; and for the se- 
cond be incapable of bringing any action, 
being guardian, executor, legatee, or puf- 
chaserof lands, and sutfer three years' impri- 
sonment. Such disabilities may for oucc be 
avoided by a public recantation, within foor 
months after.'' 

There, Christians, what think you of tbat? 
Infidels, what think you of that law ? Surely, 
the first will be ashamed of his own sj-stem; 
and the second redouble his exertions to de- 
stroy it. Oh, religion, what innumerable 
atrocities have been committed in thy name, 
what a curse hast thou been in all ages of the 
world. The Jew- Book sanctions these thinp; 
t\ie truth-telling, faithjid apostle, Peter, telh 
us, to ** submit to every ordinance of man f** 
the lord's sake," and of course this apostacy 
law among the number. Rare doctriuethfa! 
To be given by divine inspiration. Christiani^ • 
favourable to liberty! Out upon such no»- 
sense— it is scarce worth a refutation. Pail, 
another of the faithful, says, let every toA 
be subject to the higher powers; for theif 
is no power but of god, the powers that be, 
are ordained of god ; whosoever, therefore^ 
resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of 
god ; and they that resist shdl recieve * 
themselves damnation, so that the penalty w 
seeking liberty of speech and action, in tbu _ 
world, is to be, damnation in the next, accord- 
ing to the Jew-Dook. Hence, it is evideo^ ' 
that that which promotes the bestiiiterrttiof 
humanity in this world, is heresy, infidelity, 
blasphemy, atheism ; and yet, we have iu«'j 
declaring in the present day, what Loro 
Bacon ignorantly declared in his, namelyi 
" there never was found in any age of !*• 
world either philosopher, or sect, orlawi* 
discipline, which did so highly exalt thepnb* 
lie good as the Christian faith." Of the ig- 
norance of Christians, of the contents of their 
own book, we shall have something more to 
say in a future article. What is a ChriidiBj I 
measured by the orthodox standard? W | 



verily, rerily, there is no acimforts like those 

of the gospel* for godliness is great gain and 

profitable for all things, especially for the 

priedtK. 

it is the fashion of some Christians, when 

they are told of the wholesale intolerance of 

their " brethren in the world," to say, oh, I 

disapprove of that, Christianity does not 

sanction that, and yet they will do nothing 

to prevent it; they forget that they who allow 

oppression share the crime, and in fact, they 

sanction the doctrine of persecution to the 

fullest extentj by advocating the doctrine, ** he 

that believeth shall be saved, he that be> 

lieveth not shall be damned." 1 deny the 

right of any power, divine^ infernal, or human, 

to punish any one in this world, or '* that 

which is to come," for his opinions ; man can- 
not believe as he likes, he must believe ac- 
cording to the strongest conviction made 

upon his mind ; no power, there/ore, has any 
rii:ht to send a man to hell, any more than 
one man has a right to punish another for 

his convictions; in fact, the doctrine of dam- 
nation for belief is the foundation of all in- 
tolerance, and I therefore maintain that 
Christianity is not a tolerant system, that it is 
not worth what it costs, that it has been 
proved a failure, if it ever was intended to do 
good, and that, in consequence, it ought to 
be destroyed, root and branch; its scraps of 
morality have been gathered from other 
sources; its theology nothing but reformed 
paganism ; at hest, iu short, its place can be 
supplied very easily, by a much better sys- 
tem, in every respect. If Christians wish it 
to retain any portion of respect^if they wish 
it 710/ to be considered the greatest curse that 
ever aOiicted humanity, they must oppose 
firmly and unitedly, both prosecution and 
persecution, in principle and detail, other- 
wise, their wishes will not be gratified. 

If we were to inquire of the Prostestant, 
what he means by the principles of protes- 
tantism, he would say, the principles of unfet- 
tered thought and speech, and yet, the whole 
history of Protestant Christianity, proves that 
Protestant Christians have done their utmost 
to fetter the one by supernatural fears, and 
the other by the strong arm of the law, such 
are the professed principles and real practice 
of the Protestant world. Professing to discard 
the authority of the church in religious mat- 
tors, they have retained it iu practice, and 
thus have they cheated the world into a be- 
lief that there has been a change for the bet- 
ter ; the fact is, that Proteatants have been 
as intolerant as they could, and dared. Ca- 
tholics have been no more; previous to the 
revolution of 1688, the churchmen and dis- 
aenter>f were continually engaged in virulent 
contests with each other; as soon as these ^ 

quarrels hud, in part, subsided, they joined \ \w>oV.a^^^ m\x%\.\i!a^S&\>iS^ \ssXvCT^thftdtfot >«to J 

tbeir forces fortn iofidel crusade, and passed \ diava Uom \)[iq^ %\a.vtxBWDi» Vs^'^^*^* 1 
S36 i V \ 
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must express no doubt of the truth of the * I 
traordinary statements contained in thenen* J 
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the aathoritie«, was, it appean, entrusted to Mr. 
Koebuck. An admirable more — abetter man than 
Roeback conld not hare been selected. He occn- 
pieA a proud position in the House of Commons, 
and his groateHt praise is, that he is feared and 
hated by all the bigots, and all the scoundrels in St. 
Stephens. 

If I mistake not, the miserable gang of Cheltenham 
bigots will And that in this inntance they have been 
over ennning, and made a halter for their own 
richly deserving necks. Don't forget to agitate, 
agitate, agitate ! The Home Secretary should be 
besieged with memorials and petitions. I have no 
voom to say more, than that the Rev. V. Close is at 
the head of the merciful scoundrels — a man idutse 
flharacter is hit off in the following lines :— 

One of the savi^ murd'rous brood. 
To caml^{e and the r given ; 

Who thinks through unbelievers' blood 

Lies the diroctest path to heaven ! 

In good heidth i^nd spirits, faithfully yours, 

CHARLES SOUTHWEI«L. 



B. HAGEN versus J. C. F. 
Sir. — Those sontcnces commencing with B. I{., are 
extracts from Mr. Hagcn's letter ; those with J. C. F. 
my remarks upon them. 

B. Haoen : I do not approve of your reasonings 
in No. 17 of the Oracle ; I deny that itn unwise change 
has come over the Socialist policy during the last 
two years. — J.O. K. : Indited ! Then perhaps you are 
prepared to prove that more good ha^ been done du- 
ring the last tw() years than in the two years preceed- 
ing ; if so, I shall be happy to hear you, as I am not 
aware of th(> evidence on which your opinion is found- 
ed, except it be that we have more money at com- 
mand ; but this I consider a paltry consideration 
when compared with the emancipation of the human 
race from the evils of superstition. 

B. H. : ** If we place individuals under the influ- 
ence of bad circumstances, wUl not their characters 
bo bad,*' if under good ones the reverse? — J. C. K. : 
(Certainly ; but the existence of superstition prevents 
the removal of bad circumstances, and also prevents 
tl^ establishment of goud oiies, hence the necessity 
for its dedtructlon ; is it not wise to clear away the 
rubbish from the foundation, before we attempt to 
erect the building ? 

B. H. : I admit there has been a change, but I also 
believe that change is the result of conviction. — J . C. 
F. : I do not duubt tlie uincerity of those who oppose 
theologrical dirtcussiou ; bat the purity of their mo- 
tives \a no proof of the genoral utility of the course 
they have adopted. 

B. H. : But why not throw off the fear of man, 
and put your name to your articles? — J. C. F. : 
When you prove that the Itame of a person atids 
yfeight to his argument, I will do so ; I hs^ve no fear 
of (nan. 

B. H. : As far as I am able to Judge the object of 
the writers in the Orade of Reason, thei^ principal 
ol^ect is to attack the prejudices of others ; bpit the 
Socialists wirth to show by practice what is good : 
this plan, I have not the shadow of a doubt, will gain 
laorv coDvertj* than the other. — J.C.K. : I deny that 
tbe writers in the Oracle have any object in view than 
tb*i of doing good; it is very iUibercU to au'Diooae 
2J8 



thecoiitrary, intbeabneneaofproof; ifyimemiiw 
of the treatment of Socthwell and HOLTOAn 
without determining to exert joorself to destroy Ai 
creeds that cause tnch atrociHeSf ^ben. 1 can onlyiq 
that your feelings diiTer widely fhim mine, nor winU 
I exchange with you on any account. As to Ai 
merits of the two plans, reaid the fint part of Ai 
first article in No. 20 of ^ Orach; refute tfaatn» 
Boning, and I shall be convinced. In 
theology, I always avoid tiie use of AorM 
•ions lest I shoidd create fe^ings of combatanaM 
where I intended to impart eonviction. The kt^ 
going is a correct statement of the diflEerencBi If 
tween B.H. and J.C.F. 1 have doiw with the n^ 
Ject. Yours, J.C.F. 

Deiby, July 2, IStf. 
Dear Sir,— I expected to have increaaed tiie nk 
scription by inducing Mb. BtJCHAMAN to ipMki 
few words in behalf of the victims, at tbs ckMi 
the two lectures he delivered here last week. M 
no ! socialism has not taught Mr. B. dtarity. lb 
religionist could have spoken wi^ a greater aspai^ 
of feeling than did Mr. B. He eontended that Al 
existence of deity was not a legitimate sol^eet fa 
discussion, that neither the negative or affinnatfM 
could be proved ; so that, according to thisadvocill 
for free inquiry, upon all subjects, we are to aUn 
, all the evil consequences that result firom the m 
sumptions of the affirmative, without endeavoirim 
to shew that such assumptions are not fonnded ■ 
reason ; so much for free enquiry. H. B« 
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THE FREE INQUIRER'S WHY 
BECAUSE. 

WRITTEN BY GBARLES SOUTHWELL. 
(Continued.) 

Why do the majority of mankind nMih 
tain that mind is distinct from matter? 

Because the majority of mankind belieid 
what they are told to believe, and feel ntm 
than reason ; so that, errors which have cM 
taken root are made fashionable, streuftk^ 
ened by age, and handed down thrngh 
countless generations ; in the words of U^^ 
ton, ** error supports custom, and cmtM 
supports error," which, from beingii««k 
and sickly plant, presently, like some dcadlll 
upas, flourishes in rank luxuriance, standing 
unscathed amid the lightning of leasob 
The longing after iramortality-rthe alnfl^ 
universal tenacity of lifc-^luis been tiU 
umphantly adduced as irrefragable evident 
" confirmation strong as proofs of holy wtitfl\ 
that the mind or soul of man is distinct fiPHI' 
the body ; whereas, 6ur desires prove nothii|| 
but our desires, while the soul's dependaiw|: 
upon body is matter of fact ; so clraely, ia- 
deed, are they united, that if two, b'kc IM^ 
abd wife, they are two in one. As to' the Ar- 
gument so often rashly used, that wliatsfaT 
thinks necessarily has a soul, which aoolil 
immaterial, indestructible, and therefore i*^ 
mortal, like a two-edged sword, it caMi||j 
\ nvote Nt vj% \^«jn. o\ve ; for if the act of fluBkij 
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m inefiiBblT led to the startliofi: conclusion 

ihat bnitesy birds, and ftsbes, bave immortal 

■ools : for tbat tfaey tbink, it seems hardly 

necessary to prore. Lebnits bears witness 

\o a boand in Saxony that could speak dis- 

tSnetly thirty words ; the sagacity and mis- 

'diievons pn>pensities of monkies are well 

known, while the faithfulness of dogs, who 

iiefcr betray their masters, nor fawn on those 

4wy love not, is most surprising, but little 

Vigarded, because they are seen so often ; nay, 

tinn'the wild horses on the plains of Ame- 

>lea to the south of the Rio de la Plata, are 

Uled insurgent, because in troops of 10,000 j 

individnals, preceded by Tidettes and de- | 

iMhed skirmishers, they advance in a close 

jjolamn which nothing can break. If a 

' ivelling carriage, or a body of cavalry is 

iived approaching, the leader of the wild 

advances upon a reconnoisance, and 

according to the movements of the 

r, the whole body passes at a gallop to 

I right or left of tiie caravan, inviting at 

same time the domestic hnrses to deser- 

The latter often join their late com- 

is, and are never again observed vcrfun- 

ily to return to the domestic state. To 

' iply instances of the reasoning power of 

limals would but fatigue our readers' atten- 

onnecessarily, as the poor bird, fluttering 

^Iti wings against the bars of its cage, or the 

llhnestic cat, which may be seen by our 

aeartfas, do by their acts prove that they are 

^ merely lumps of earth, but organised 

ftinking substances. 

*«* This tubjeet wUl be continued eU greater iength 
^fiihire nnmbere. 

REVIEWS. 

«8TRA0SS' LIFE OF JESUS." 

Yhe L^e of Jeeus (now publiBliing in weekly nnm- 
ten) is oertainly the moat eltraordinary prodac- 
tkm that has insned from thepreM. The penere- 
taiMM mad reiieareh that miut have been required 
to produce saeh a work i« asloniahing. The learn- 
ed Doctor ihows that the writem of the New Tee* 
' tunent Ajamgtet and flatly and plainly contradict 
*" eadi other in the xelation of every event of Jeiina' 
life. His eriticisms dearly prove the utter impos- 
ribOity of theae dlB^reements ever being recon- 
riled. This eelebrated work wOl nndonbtedly in- 
' liodiiee a new mode of thinking and reaMoning upon 
aQqiieiitioiia eonneeted with christian theology ; for 
ifcanut become evident to aU who etndy it that the 
' evaagelical writings can not be founded in truth. 
' - The fallowing qnotatbns are interesting : — 

THE TRADE OF JESUS. 

" The oeenpatioB of Jesos in his infancy and yonth, 

-Sfpeara to have been determined by the trade of his 

^-.Mer, who is called a carpenter in Matthew xiii. 55. 

^ThtGnekword employed to denote this trade, is 

.■iiMrilj takea to mean faber UgnariuSf or car- 

fmkr. But some parties, from motives of mystery, 

km Mdeavoorad to make out that he was a lodt- 

att,otb«« mgoUtmitk, vidgoBMgfm • maton. 



The wooden articles which he is said to have mann* 
factored were of different kinds, according to dif- 
ferent authors : Jmitin and the ge»j)el of Thomas tell 
U!i they were phmght and yitkes ; conHeqnently they 
make him a mrtwright. According to the Arahitin 
gospel (if the Inftinnj^ he niadi> gates KtxiL mitk-paUsy 
and sieresy and bojcen^ and wa*, thf'r<'fi>re, t^jniner or 
box-maker. On the contrary, the Proterangdifm of 
James makes him work at buildings^ and conMC- 
quently conniilerB him a carpenter. Now, according 
to Mark (vi. 3), Jenus appfars to have worked him* 
Hclf at the uccupatiou of his father ; for when the 
Nazarenes auk who Jeauit is, he makes them say, is 
not this the mrpenter? and not, i* not this the car- 
penter's son ? like Matthew. It is true, that when 
Celsus speaks with raillorr of the Chrij«tian fonnder 
having been a carpenter ^ Origen replies, that CelsQa 
must have ftirgotten that i;i no gospels receive/ bg the 
church is Jesus culled a cfirj>enter. The paiwage in 
Mark, cited above, has been, in fact, varied by some, 
and read son of the carpenter ; and it wan thus, pro- 
bably, that Origen read it, unless it escaped him 
altogether. This reading has even been preferred 
by some modem critics ; but Bezahas well remarked 
upon the subject, Fortasse mukicitalignis existimans 
haneartem Christi majestuti parum conrenire; and 
no one has yet had interest enough to make the 
change to the contrary ; and in fact, froxa. this very 
indication, many fathern of the church, and the 
Apocryphas, have suppoHed that Jenus really did 
follow the trade of hii father ; and Justin even at- 
taches some importance to his having fabricated 
phtyhsy and yokeSf and scales^ as being symbols of 
the activity and Justice of hid future life. According 
to the gospel of the Infancy ^ Jesus went with Joneph 
to the places where he went to work, and assisted 
him, that is to say, when Joseph made any thing too 
long or too short, Jesu^, by extending his hand 
towards it, reduced it to its proper dimensions — a 
species of assistance very U!»efiil to Joseph, since, 
according to the quaint remark of the Ajiocr^'pha, he 
was no/ tergski{ful at his carpenter's trade: appa- 
rently they thought the profession too vulgar even 
for him. 



"THE APOCRYPHAL NEW TESTAMENT." 

The Books of the Apocnjphfd A^ir Testament (now 
in the course of publication in cheap wei'kly num^ > 
berri) are as ancient and as genuine aH those of the J!" 
New Testament. But the unnutnral and aston* "_^^ 

ishing feats of Jesus described therein, were con- t^ 

sidered even too preposterous for the vtry ig- ''"^^ 

norant (and consequently deluded and religious) 
fanatics of former tiiucs to swallow, and therefore 
a few wily bishops formed themselves into a coun- 
cil, at Nice, and undertook to separate these books 
from those of the New Testament. To determine 
which were and whldx were not the word of god a 
a show of hands was taken upon each book, and 
many of those now called ^/uitne were made so 
by a majority of one ! and many of those called 
apocryphal were determined to be apocryphal by 
a casting vote ! ! But so equally divided were the 
opinions of these Nicean judges upon several of 
the books, that there was no majority either way, 
and, after much wning,ling and strife^ it waaalt 
last decided thai tboM WAAxv^tL-^iJ^^iSu^Qub ^iassiw 
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table to{[eUur, wbile Chej n^nii to pnj Ibat got 
mnli, dnrinj Ihmr uliiimo*, pi*« lh« (fun gut- 
pelii njrim the top of it, Hod leavr the fh1"e 41KB nn- 
doniif atk — w)jic)i wiia Hccordinjrlf iIdds, Hid 
which iPt& UCErrdinglf diJ. Hf nw the J&iB Tei- 

more valne th*a.tbe'^^4ufihr" boaks. W* give 
Hn extncE fri>in the first fcu pel ^iT Ihe mrbficj of 

Lifii^Jtiu:"— 

■•A»<Joieph,wliere.o»'»r h» went Id Iheelly 

« bon> I Itia lard Jeeni wu TltH lilu, *li«rMO- 

iwnoiTIr, Ihi lard J«u> would itir' 
biword* <(. and girSMnllr It Imcidi 
-WDDldhinlL So tint ho b*d no IH 



■pply p 



DiMnlwt of ths oomminiit; tma TiotaoM tat 
ootnjie, full natuitllf iri&ra tlia proiinn of 
dia aifil roler, for tbeie, ma; >11 be ■ccM- 
pliAeihjpaKtr ; but an aEtempttodiittinggid 
tnitb fhim error, and to ooDDtenaiice one itt 
to the prejudice of anothtr, in tD 
power in t. ntaimer mischiefam uJ 
i.-Roberl HaU. 

A PaUFBECT roa TBI TwillTtETB Ch- 

rVKV. — laumucb a> the expeciEd etrtli- 
quake hu bean pottpoaed, a propbec; of M 
grave import ma; haie Kima iuCereit. In 
tha Jllaathtg RepaUayt rertev of " HoviM 
H iMory of PrieMciaft," when tbe StfatU^ . 
wu adited by Mr. J- Fox, thwe ramukatib< 
wDrdtocourred: — "On tfais igu the btppi-^ 
iiei* of cenluriei, the proipeHlf of tnilh de-J 
, di»app4unt the expectitiOD^ i 






idDiuiriihthuiiluelii wlilcblnDuimotilTiit. lo- 
ieph sbeyed, mid fgrtliwlth brgiD ti> worlc, and cnn- 
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(■cb af Iheni had wilb elrengtb drawn bla tide, 
tbe Ibrooe obefti, and w» brnughc to the proper 
dJmaiulodt of tbe plaee ; which mkroeleT when Ibey 
vlioBtuodb^eftV, theTffereaBtnniifaed.aadpraiiea 
god. The tbrnne wu made at the laine wood which 
wai In bring In Solomun'i Hair, naoielr, wood 



Frbb Discussion.— Tbe modt capital 
adYaDtag« an ealigbtetied p>«plr uan enjoy, 
uthelibartyof diwiudiug every siibJeetwhiL'b 
can fall withia the coiupDHii uf tbe hitiauu 
mind; while tbisremaina, freedom will flou- 
liKhj but should it be to(t or impaired, il» 
priampleii will neither be well uaderataod, doi 
long ratuaed. To render tha ma^'triilfl a 
judfn 0^ troth, and engage bii iiathorily in 
the auppresAiana of opinioiig, showJi an iuat- 
tsntion to tbe nature and design of polificHl 
•oaiely. When a nation form a sDVEHUUent, 
it ia nut wiwloin bnt palter they place in the 
hnnd of Che msf^atrateii ; from whence it fol- 
lowB, fail concern is only with tboaa objects 
which poatT can operate upon. On ihis ac- 
conn^ the administration trfjustice, tbe pro- 
lactian at pTopettr. and tlH deleoce aC cretv 
MO. 






ciipy belunging to the lauC. 
II, whose great Inutfulnesi in Ibi ; 
if humanity was only equellej 
e reverance for it — againat te; 



berolfilfcl. 



by hi 



emphatic 

Tha great mlafortune s, thu' 
cboly prediotion is very likely 
Oaa conaolatimi however, r 
lover of bis ipmeA may do mncta, very : 
ts avert it. May it share tha general ' 
prophecitis! la which wish Pembai 
■eir joins heartily, if the dead dojiuD 
thing. G. J 
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RACLE OF REA 




, BDITEDFOROHARl 



tE DEflASINO EFFECTS Of 
RELIGION. 



ibave Crank and cornet admission of 
Igvrouii effect! of i^odism, oucuts ia a 
on SupeiBtitiwi, tdirt»tfd to the mul- 
DDi sects of Oreit Britsin. awtribed Co 
It earl of Cbatham. Jienr hna the 
of Hie aweriJon been so fully borne out 
'aeamuaiatsi u in tbe recent Chrllen- 
enecution*. MagiiitrateB may dogma- 
DTO llle bcDcii, iBwyera do tbe same in 
If and parnoDs rant in their puipita, un- 
7 tear llieir diicred gabardine, about re- 
Mug of » moral tendeDcy, that a boly 
iudty ■■ inlerwDipn in our laws and 
tntion, and tliai to tha belief in a gud 
rn fhe preservation uf social order ', but 
tbn barbaritr, outrage, fierce maligui^, 
U^, dangerous doDtriiiaii and practi<>e>i 
dl Aele peneoutioM are conipoied, are 
t artilghed, tbe cODclusion aeemi iaeii- 
SltU religion, cliristiaoitj, and god-be- 
lagather are the greatest cursei at present 

tha daja of the inquisilion, a wretch of 

nftmcd Oard)iier,and a villain called 

pnonaed OD people and thrunC tboui 

ton»,beciiU4ethe]r, the most depravfd 

BMnllj hideous of all perhapi that ever 

I fcrtbe glory of a god, happened to 

roQ them in opinion. Then men tone 

I, HOCialed the miscreants, and hurled 

bnroh and poser into the dosl 1 Cah- 

SU a» Dpsa AOsiNi' The same 

fcars been levied before our eyea i 

litr deioaiidB to be vindicated once 

from the savngery 



nil 




XnSdelal heuken to the ireatmant iasolaot 
Chriittiaaa prepare lor yun^ nod say if you ars 
willing In eitbmit toiti Luver of tiheri; I 
tullt no more of your piinciplna, till ib« dr^- 
rwladoQ you liaie enflered bai l>een wiped 

A iiober, indnslrioua, and inlelli^nt family 
rending in King-street, ChelteQliiiiii, felt 
books, rather with the hope of beneflidng ao- 
oiety, ttain from uare for pmSC Some nun 
in UiE Chronicle prinUng-oOice in the aame 

thent two numbeta of ,llhe Oracle of Rtaion. 
Tbe boy failed M bia Bnt application, which 
wa« to Mr- H. Fry ; he tiien proceeded K tba 
family In Kint'-»'J'eet, and usei Mr. Fry'* 
naflio, without his knoirledge or consent, and 
on thiegraund, & ttaua deceived, M r*. ADAMS 
■endi the tivo nHmhera, for wkicfa the lad dut 
not pay, but took them away on the prelenca 
that they were for Mr. Fry, TheBO papers, 
i\iiiw/paitdatenUy, and under fiiht prttencet, 
□btUDed, were (ben Carried to that sapient 
cbampioitof the lord, Mr. Bubb, and fortk- 
with, to tbe name of a god, Mrs. AdAMS is 
seized, and late at night torn from her fnniily 
and Ibroat into a dungeoa, where ber husband 
bB4 been put just before ; and there, were tc 
not for public o[»nian, to be kept for the re- 
minder of their Uvei. Tbia ia precisely tho 
unvamjabed case of the Adams's. 

Hare, ha it remarkEd, that it mattered not 
ID tha oause of god if llie fellows who aeut 
tbe boy IVom the Ckronida office were die 
most infamous sconndrela on earth — itisawotn 
hy tbe lad, under Chair directions, that tha 
papet bought was blasphemous, and fbrthtHlh 
the emiuariea of ruligion are senlon their in- 
huraui, infamoUB, and murderous errand, and 
domeatic nffaction in bli(thted, children ore 
made orphans, and parenu piisonera ! What 
a atato of liberty, law, and jiiatioe ia this, !■ 
which a [fiw men, no matter ot wtat oUit««. 
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t*r, and SL boy, n mere child, cati drag pa* 
rents from their homes, plunge them in gaol, 
and their children in a poor-house. Thus re- 
li,:]!:ion pours upon us its hle«8ingi* ! Thus 
pronjotep soiial order ! Thus renders men 
virtiiouj! una kind ! Rightly did Pemberton 
exclai:n of the religious — 

Still tljpy frather ! Fierce they thronj? : 
Fru'i'l their wi.'apon ! Blnitd their song ! 
Cw i:ilCH their word I Oh theu he Rtrons; ! 

Coni|iact art a rock. 

A lad swears to words being blasphemous 
he very likely could not read, certainly not 
nnderstand ; a chiM, who could not tell the 
holy gho.-st irom a pidgeon, swears that pod 
is affninred. Poor god, it he has no better 
Mervants ! no better advocates ! Mark, also, 
the lad appears first to have been tutored in 
his lessons of craft and deception — the young 
rasotil had been taught the maxim of Paul, 
"Being crafhj^ I caught you with guile. 



it 



would whip them to death or strangle theH is 
their cells, an Dr. Pincber regrett^ be ctrald 
not do to me,* where it not that indignant hi* 
manity has learned mercy and Justice at t 
better source than the bible and a holier throb 
than heaven! 

The best answer to the supposed immoral- 
ities of atheism, is an exhibitioa of the real 
immoralities of religion. "When men,flr/«^ 
on the nfflnnatiue that there is a gody perpe- 
trate these enormities in bis name, and aro 
transformed into demons by their belief, ud 
spread misery and hypocrisy in their path 
every hour, while the religion arising oot of 
their unfortunate belief is, in the emphade 
words of Pitt, the " greatest possible en«w- 
rageraent to vice,*' shall we be told thatfl^ 
hm is speculative, and without a pracHtd 
bearinrj ; since it alone can bring men bad 
to reason and realities, to nature ever tmthfiil 
and kind, to humanity and virtue ? Becatm 
the Theist cannot jyrove his affirmation, that 



at all from Mrs. A. unless he had fetched his 
employers. Two things arise here for con- 
sideration. First, the employment of decep- 
tion and falsehood, are pretty moral instru- 
ments to holster up a case of blasphemy with. 
Who will say, after this, that Christianity and 
persecuting godites will not stoop to anything 
to effect their hateful purposes P Secondly, a 
fine boy this ! a credible witness for god ! 
kissing the bible and taking oaths with bis 
lips Warm with lying, and his heart full of 
deceit! This was publicly understood in 
court, as Mr. Fry stated before the magis- 
trates his intention to indict him for forging 
his name, and t hus, by false pretence, effecting 
his dishonest purpose. It appears the lad's 
employers sent the money some hours after, 
and had Mrs. Adams been a Christian she 
would have refused it, and prosecuted the 
juvenile scoundrel for obtaining property from 
her fraud nlentfg» 

Good Christians ! Look on this case, and 
talk again how religion and the service of god 
conserves morality, truth, and virtue. Tell 
us what moral or infernal curse could have 
committed more vices in the same time than 
the cause has done which you patronise ? 

Mr. Adams's case was worse supj*>rted 
legally than this, as a witness swore he did 
not sell the number he was indicted for. And 
the principal witness against him admitted he 
gave the Oracle he produced to the other wit- 
ness. The same law that punishes Adams 
would, if impartially administered, punish him 
too. 

Shall we call ourselves men, and sit down 
qnietly, while Christianity vests a power in 
the bands of every abandoned wretch of de- 
.^troying honest men and ruining a virtaous 
fjimilf P The same spirit and holy cause 
which tbraat Adams and bis family into gaoV\ 
242 



But for his deception, fal^e pretences, and there is a god, nor the Atheist cannot prwi! 

fraud he would never have obtained the hooks | a negative to it, it must not be supposed, n 

by too many it erroneously is, that no food 
can result from the discussion. Let us W 
convince men that there is goodreason todii- 
believe that there is a god, and the whob 
cabinet of creeds and all the injustice andcn- 
elty they create would be at once swept away, 
and men, in the dignity of nature, would rial 
to the loftiest virtue. Were it true that thi 
Theist or godist contented himself with iih 
puting merely about his affirmative, then it 
might be of little practical use to disturb hii^ 
dreamings ; but while all our laws, customS| 
and institutionsjwhile the very foundations rf 
morality are made to rest upon the assumptioi 
that there is a god, while all men every day, 
to the danger of our liberties, lives, and best 
principles, act on the apfirmativb- 
the question of atheism is a grave and serioos 
one. 

Keligious liberty in its present state i« • 
brand on Christianity, and a reproach to free- 
dom, it reflects infamy on believers, and dia- 
prace on Infidels : the one is infamous for hii 
tyranny, and the other disgraceful for his tams 
submis^sion. Let us resolve no longer to be 
debased by the insolence of religious pride iV 
rendered contemptible by submission to it 

G. J. H. 



Sunday. — One should suppose the great 
■ Jehovah, every Sunday morning when be 
awoke, and recollected the day, would call to 
Gabriel to keep the doors and shutters close, 
that he might not be bored with the horrible 
din of the Christians, about the caqpenter|s 
son and the ghost; orsay,asQuiu used tobii 
man, in very gloomy mornings, " Call me tt 
morrow, Johii*'' — Yahoo, 

k 
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IS THERE A GOD ? 

XVII. 

elsm ii a point of metaphysical abfltractinns 
i metaphysician asks, " Who created matter ? 
s answer is, " The lirst cause." The rejoinder 
a, " Did he make matter out of nothinjif ? If 
the nature of the human mind receives this as 
abaurdity. If he made it out of something, thi:* 
not creation but reformation, and then, vrho 
de the something ; and the inquir)' goes on aU 
nitum^ until the mind is lost in what, by its 
:ure, it cannot comprohnnd, and the case rests 
ween a choice of an absurdity or an iucompre- 
isibility." This is one part of the metaphysical 
)ject. Now let me come to the other. The 
taphysical philosopher a-sks, " Who created 
■ first cause?" The roply is, "It is self-cre- 
'd." Then como-i tho argument. He must have 
.de himself either out of nothing or something 
f out of nothing, we hrwe Tjothiu;^ creating itself 

something, and that something endm^d with 
nipotence, omuiHciencc, and omnipresence. It 
lot, therefore, a first, but only a second cause, 
hing being its parent, and the whole philosophy 
LI upon nothing being the first cause or creator 
verything. If what we call the first cause did 
create itself out of nothing, it must have ore- 

1 itself out of something, having a previous 
tething, and azain the human mind i-t in the 
mma of adopting an absurdity or an iucom* 
lenaibUity."— PUHUCOLA. 

above is rather loiju; for a motto, but it 

pass as an illustrative extract. It is 
the pen of the most subtile and philoso- 
il of our political uriters, and very well 
»ses the current and philosophical ob- 
>n to the discussion of atheism amon^ 
easoninj? and liberal portions of society. 
r regard it as a question equally balanced 
pendulum of mystery, ever vibrating 
ten the poles of unintelligibility — aud 
:, the questions of deisnri and its negative 
cyllaand Chary bdis of the metaphysical 
n. 

>wever, as is the case more or less in 
:ontroversy, these opinions are not 
id by every body. When we are told 
created the world from nothing, the 
an mind instantly rejects it as a palpable 
rdity, as an act not only contrary to ex 
mce but absolutely inconceivable. The 
tion of matter from nothing is admitted 
n absurd idea, but it belongs to, and is 

by, the Deist not the Atheist. The 
Hst accounts for the existence of mat- 
'ithout having recourse to an " inuom- 
lensibility.'* The existence of the uni- 
e is plain enough, it is an axiom requiring 
proof. It i.s perfectly comprehensible. 

whence came it, cries the restless and 

My tbeologiaa,wbp, when it suits his pur- 

t will pry into hidden things with as 

4 ardour as the lo-Hdel? The Atheist 

V9, we suppose matter to be eterual 
? 



since it fs as eany to conceive matter to ha\'e 
always been as to have never been. The 
diflRculty \# not greater of comprehending 
that there must always ha\e been, something 
than that there once was nothing. Henre 
«e conclude, since matter plainly i«, that it 
always was. If we really had to choose be- 
tween the absurd and the unfathomable it 
would be rational to choose the latter, as ig. 
norancp is better than folly. But it is not 
so. The Theist, upon the question of crea - 
tion, has the absurdity. I'he Atheist deals 
only iu plain, clear, comprehensibilities — 
and plain and cU'ar tUe existence of the 
universe is. 

With regard to a creator — came he from 
something or nothing? If it were as plaia 
to our eyes, as is matter, we should have 
some ground to conclude it self- existent. 
Hut this not being the case, the Atheist knows 
uothing of it, and does not busy himsell with 
the *' dilemma" at all. The absurdity of 
the supposition made by the Deist he at 
once rejects, and leaves '* incomprehen.si* 
bility *' to be studied by the theoj-elically 
mad. The Deist, by supposiaff a god, does 
nothing more than defy his own reason, and 
multiply difficulties no mind can remove. 
The Atheist is more of a utilitarian, and taikes 
care not to squander his invention in such a 
worthless manner. 

Supposing atheism and deism to be really 
questions equally supported by facts or prob- 
abilities, which Origen Bacheler in his dis- 
cussion with Dale Owen ably and acutely 
proves can not be the ca<?e — still this would 
be no excuse for the su fineness and apathy 
displayed upon this subject by professedly 
liberal and philosophical thinkers. 

He who really believes deism to be but a 
speculative question, should take care that 
hisjellow men soregard it, and not allow then^ 
to rest the question of morals, human rightSj 
and liberty on a speoulative basis. And what 
is much worse, to assume their question proved 
aud every day act upon it, to the expendi- 
ture of millions, the sacrifice of all honesty 
and virtue, thejuegation of philosophy, and 
frustration of the benevuleut schemes of phi- 
lanthropy. G, J. H. 



-».,— v- \,^>./i^ ^ 



The following whimsical, and of course 
blasphemous, placard was ])rinted and pub- 
lished by Richard Carlisle, in 1828. Daring 
man, had he no fears for his immortal soul.^ — 
Hanging of the Holy Ghost. — Every 
clergyman of the established church, is at his 
ordination, declared to have received the holy 
ghost, 'I'he Ilev. Peter Fenn, whd, for 
forgery, is ordered for execution, cii Monday 
next, is an ordained clergyman of the estab- 
lished church. T\\e cVencaX citXvn -%ax."«i\^\i^«,'5L 
inference is, t\\at iVve Holy yVosI \* to ^wwje^ 
on Monday next. 
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THEORY OP REGUl-AR QRADATION, 

" The rpidn uHl And Ihat, jifnref diog throngli ■ 
■eneiarrurmi, rcnmllu ipaugntii Ihakigh>«Dl 

BcUl^. VI iDcrnH in (lie JBVi^ltipoKOl of nrjitnit 

Upon a r^mideralioo of tie plnn I orifii- 
nally laid down tor iha deyElopmpnt oT thif 
thsory, and a reiiew of the arKUmenti and il. 

opJnioD [bat to trace the Buccertai 'e linka ol 
(irgaoisaiion throBghoat the entire animal 
kiDgdom, from the spoogea Dpnanla lo man, 

determined npon phiog tbe diatinguishing 
^ointB only nf the difffrent diTisiuna, consider, 
ing anScient baa Blrendj been nud to latiafy 
an ordinarj' mind that it is not upon mere 
conjecture the graSation theorists have bailed 
their DpinioB. Tliera is an old saw, that one 
fact il oa good as a thouaabd, and in kII that 
relates to phjuicB, it maj be relied on. I 
given manyfaotainiupportof my vien's 
combatled what objections 1 have felli 
with, which 1 con»idered worthy of nc 
in fact, those objections which are urged by 
tlie more intelligent a! the creationists, both 
Jewish and otherwise. The reiaaiBiiit 
pers will therefore he intended to serre the 
doable purpose of Htrenthening the convert in 
liiauewlyBC<|iiiredviewii,iFtherGlieany "ncbi 
itnd also be of use to tbnite who have not tbe 
time or means toptocuceillustrattontirortbem- 



of seies, and reprodncdon label plnff I; 
simple divisinn or ny bud(, tenuEd gEDiinnlo, 
id becoioo detaohed from tto 

The sponges (pori/era) btxt been ca 
dered by many naturalists as vegetable*, 
-' ■■ mirprised wben we louk 
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1 shall c 
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Thi 
skeletoni' of tblEdi'viaton are met wiUi intcma 
orexteaia1,Fioft,bomy orcalcareoos; branch 
ed, globolar, or filifarm ; free or Bxed. Thi 
epongw and znopliytes belong to tbe acrita 

tKCled, it is very probuble that nfirvousniattfi 
in some subtle farm mny be blended nith thi 
gelatine, or pulpy lobstance of which the; 
areiKiinpoaed; trueblaod-vesse^edonotexiat. 
their uower of locomotion dlffera materially, 
same live and die upon onerpol; none have 
true limbs, bar many have tcmselea or feeder* 
&r seoatioB iiejr iirej ; Iheru isuodiiUaiitADn 
34i 






a lotJ il 



y of foioiij' 
lea. Hua 
)□ IhtJ^qC 



■red with 
ide Aod out, very liktlk 
white of an epg; it dtaioe away wliei! re- 
td from tbe Baler ; cbeniic»lly testeiHlM. 
sponge is purely animal, aajte or nili^lM 
forming a large portion of il« corapOBtin. 
" Spongea exhibit a great variety "' *" 
and often tbe most fontantic <hape 
plant-liie to tbe roclt, they feitooi 
sea caves ; they line tbe walls of 

grottoes, and hang a» grotesque 

■roai the roof; some like inserted goUfW, 
iptlj termed Neptune's drinling cupij MW 
iKe fans, aume like globes, and otheit lib 
ntertwined biancbea of uncouth groflbi 
Thoogh Everj species al spnnge baa iBtlii-; 
racletistic figure, still no two individi:«i«« 
the aame apeoiei agree in external fon»,*- 
in the number and precise directinni of Wf 
large caQals. Among the higher 3ninitl>|U 
we know every apecici reaembleft IheioGH 
its species, in iheformof tbe limbf 
in the length and Bgureof the i-na 
zle, etc., and alio in tbe nn i;. 
eoloaring of the hairs, spiin> - 

lag a ooustancy in the auoibi'i a- ' 
mont of composing parti, dimiiiivj.-i ii^'^'- 
gree at we verRe lowardt the Jowei fiwp, 
and when we arrive at tbe loaest, w« tw*H 
versily in the midst ol someniss, UH » 
this particular very much like (recs, fiHl4 
two oak trees have tbe Muoe iiiunbct » 
hranahes, Form of trunk, etc. 

■riie?oop%(H or pipiozw (Ehrsiik*ir| 
phylon, a plant, zoon, au auimul), callnllf 
tjrsut, polypifera, ur polype- bcarer>, fuHw. 
tbe spongea. The de.mouslration of Ih* 
animal nature i< dm to John Ellis. F.R.^ 
1754, who, i)onever, had many oppoien,«W 
contended they Were Tegetables. HIltM 
amoug the polypifera, in the scale or«)l»- 
isatioii, are the l^esliy polypes, nsmilj lU 
actinia;, orseaanemeuiea, TheacliniaMW 
sisls of a suit, fleshy, cylindrical body, M 
base of nhish, actiug as atncker.eaahlCfW 
animal to adhere lo rocks, atones, and pti- 
bies. Tim opposite eiiremity preseottisW-] 
aled disc vith a central oral orilicei anddi 
surroaoded by a tenlaoula, either in a tlu{1l< 
row, and adorned by enlnritemeoti, coveM 
with minnte suckers.aa in aetrnio alcjonoidaa,' 
from the Sooth Podflc, or by two or »» 
' iple tTibalarleDtaculu, aiiakM- 
' own shores. T*! ' 



jWll»iOT.\a asa lis*! 
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Id vi'ery dirMliim 



111 full J' rxpii 

■ rnr it! Tivtim, IhiQ'pnteatii mo 
Ao»er-like apprnnince, increased by lli« 
■ ■ * they iinmlly eshibit. ' 



e, Tar 1 



•ciuclalofrighi 
down the Ihroa 
eUiib would iFO 



iKUlir Bbr« 



giving If 

body tho |JO«i!r of eontraetion and H< 
■tM, *ad eVEn loconialioii. It is doCoiiI] 
bting tumhfld that ttauie crealnro con 
i M citrema it tbnir senailiility, that t 
elond ptning ovsr the iky, iouCHcien 
tkeihcmdrawiaall theiiiennclEi; ant 
ictiniA wnilii will, at once, bary ittelf ii 
lood on tin approVAh ofan iutriidor- 
Vf. C. 



eopli!. If thcolo- 
ind dual •1th faeti, 

•rioi to that of the idoiE iuielli- 
Ihe reaton i> to Iw fouod in tha 

biervationaby Lord Bocon/'That 



■mpounded and re.cumpouoded body, to 
U the aucieoM, not improperly atyled him 
miu-rocosm. or Uttlii norld within hitawlf. 
For, although the cbeiaiiti hava abMirdlr 
and too litEtally wreiled and perverted tho 
elegance of the term microeuun, vhilit they 
Gad all kiudi of mineral and 
correipond 



Wly have some philoiaphen astumed 
' matter i> oapable of thought P 
ItemiH Ihey hold it an no iacDoCrover- 

natter, but none of rpirit or loul, dibtinot 
n natter. They couccive that the atami 
rhioh bodies arc compond, have, wlieu 
tbiaed in ditfereat pniportions, different 
fee> of eueriry ; and that, urermcntation 
rududed by thu miatnra of an acid and 
■lllali, ID thoughE, or intelleocual anergy 
fiapoied by tbe atoms which contpose 
hirttian Mrnottire ; and, in reply to those 
!i cOBleDd that it is inoredible that matter 
«1d Ibinit, Ihey urgo that it may be in- 
edible, ftui « i«o>iio(, 



Itofih 



nuptio, 



I the < 



' Dllone 
liiM a 
e quetl 



■till \^f> 






true, that upon thit 
Inniia all iheologiciil reputaljoni 
' " ' iplicated tbe 

'■.fatare life, to which theolu^aiii 
ifn Wrtbj by lliia thread in tile Teapon of 
■ Ine inqnirer luspei 
'Dmiodet, over the 

bnmaii erednlity. We oannut concen 
add and an slkai thauld produi 



all traden 



; yet, 1 



I firm 



and unihakeu, tb»t the 


human body ii of «ll 




oei n 




u>W>a>. it hai n. 




g raicers aiut Jaad- 






: simitle bodie* an 


but (ew, though 


j^rtajn 
ed.an 


not cuunte'rbalBDOed 




eicellinice and qnantity o| 






and coniposiuon," 


Why ba. life 


been 


called a property of 



Bteame all el«menli and all alomf, or 
particlea sf matter, whether organic or toor- 
Kanin are the Ume in earence ; the only dif- 
ference caniiiti in the arraUKemtnt of Ihemj 
dead matter it called inorKauio, that i>, not 
HI arrnnpnd ai to diiptay the phenomena 
caDad living, so that the termEiaorgailicaod 
dead mean vxactly the tame thing; wNerea*, 



iheuw 



eak uf E 



lised s\i 



t fen 



ed; we< 






L properly of or^uiiation, 

low planligrow. or the m 
er orbit, travelling at th 
km of QDOO miles an honri 



ipeak of a living aubntaiiO''. The diSereoce 
between the life ofa man and that of a beCr 
lie or caterpillar, ii one of degree, not of 
enence, and ii a necEHary conBeqUence of 
the dilierent arrangemenc of the atiimi 
which oompoie them. Arraiii-emenl, gener- 
ally termed itrneture or ortrauisation, ii life, 
derangement or decomposition is death; io 
that the phenomena called life, is a coiue- 
qnenoe of the organs, their puwen, and their 
" illtiei. " Life,'' says a modern 
as lar aa we affix an; idtntific mean- 

I place; tlieie phenomena 

aanciated with any other 

let one to the deiignatioa ot 

appropriated; benne, 

tly • 



are never I 
ooiiditioni 



nlife 



a by which this peculiai 



(he anociated p 
it are denote 
o! this selies 
ignorant, as 
peaiftDOct ' 



:eorhe 



What life is, indepeudemly 
-Hiiai we ME -rt, ■■ 



THE OEACLE 

ntare." We say that mstter ij the per- 
nuneiit subject of certain qualiciei, such as 
extennon, divMibilitj, altrac^on, rcpuliion, 
■nd so on. We tnj that mind is the per- 
manent subject of certain facultiei, such as 
perception, memorjr, association, reason. In 
like manner, we imagine that there is a per- 
manent snbject, which »e name the vital 
principle, upon 






these perm ineut snbJBcti, tl 
which qualitins are supposed to inhere, must 
be considered, so far as our real knowledgis 
is concerned, fictions o{ the imagination. 
All that we renlly know are the ascertained 
phenomena, beyond these everything must 
(•r course beconji^cture; atid the tnost emi- 
nent men have fnllea, and at this very time, 
are constantly falling into gross errors, hy 
not keeping the distinction here snggested 
steadily in view. Tbn opinion held byaluiost 
all the aneivnt philosophers, and some fe 
of the moderns, that the mind of man 
nnthing oF itself, like putrer.iction, exi*it 
bility, contraction, gravitation, separatio 
in conditions i 



hie; 



IS been i 



jtspm 






onl, . 



e of 



iitgly roigetful, or peHiaps 
not having known, that dead substances are 
composed of precisely the same particles as 
living ones, which only differ in their ar- 
rangementj so that dejd, or inorganic mat- 
ter, arrauged and modified in acerlain man- 
ner, becomes living nr organic; how this is 

■wer, liut that it ii dont Bll must know vhu 
phwe any reliauue upon the evidence of their 
Theopinion ' 



lind of ni 



aEeir-e> 



erial 



which Bulers into, and makes use of tbe body 
as a shell or covering; so that man thus 
considered is a twofold being, matctiai and 
inimateriiil, body and soul, sometliing and 
iiolliiiig, which body and soul ore not to he 
conhidered ns neeeuarily cuunected, but 
merely lor lihc lime boitg. Othc 



tliat 






f'thear 



mifest.! 
ed by the : 



is ob- 

ved by Dr. .^riiutt, that the temponir>' 
absence of hent may be called thu sleep of 
nature, the mure piruianent torpor about the 
pules appenn, like ils death { in like manner 
it has bren prvsnined, tliat the temporary 
nupenslon nt motion, and its cousei|ueut 
AmtaiuODg'tliRpiu-liGlefl of organised beings, 
igstetp, ai)il(i thu ubiii'nco of lieal, in cunK- 
QUffoce otitis entire SHspvuaioa, is deaiUi- 



OF BEASON. 

HISSING AN ATHEIST ! 

(Fhw UU XnOly BtpeciUiy,fir ISM.) 
THE TVoiM of November 29. CDDtains the repoit if 
propertf of Meagn. Leaf siid Co., (he bm wtitb 
vrith Ihe cnalDm-hoaw, tonctiina HandiT sUegrJ i^ 



Bat 



dixgnnt in a well regulated and rdlfle 
ian thp Tondnct of almost all the paitiN < 
with (hia trial, eilhn u utors or ipeetU 



^^meof tha penov political peri 
nith Bhop-ILTtuig. by concealing 

I'hillipa, baiTiiter of allilErative not 
hlDk^ ir po«4Llilo, Qut guilty. The pr 



tai he hindClM, 






ralieliailin 






eion fmm his pmsent majesty, w1 
renop, rmm tli« Dnduisa of Rent, thi^ Dake o! Cn< 
cpster, the Dnke of Wellington, Earl rf Sunlm. 
and other dixdngniBhed pBTAmagen." Hetfmlif 
>fa7 of proof nfhia inmieence placed th 

Upon which, a witAeaH for-lheproK 



nhichma 



■'ahead. 



le h>t wl 



niighl be the (M 
Phitlipi (hM <U- 



ifiucdtQ 



citeil bom hiiu that he < 
jrofeiHed to be deeply 

nell," and deicended from tlieboi amid loud hiHi 
Mr. Phitlipa, however, to make the thing adU mn 
eiplint, acain cslled him hark Tor an esplanalir 
oTthe word Athclat, and then concluded, ^* 1 ^ 
not disgracf^ mjaeirby Bsking yon another qneiticn 
The witneae then mired amidat the ntrnngeit mu 
tiitatlona <i( diienat and mecintion from all piem 
A aecond witDBH, WiLLIAH M'PH!:nHaN,w 
liien called, whoae condnct gave anilicient evideu 



of the 



Mr. Pliillips [with groat energy): Hcgone, Wi 
I will not, after the di^guPting exhibition msde to- 
night, deip^Bde mywlf ^y AAkin^ yon annther qnef' 

me in an ondcr lone, when I asked yoa if yoohil 



THE ORACLE OF REASON. 



vitBew, who left the court amidst himes and lond 
cries of '* Turn him out," in which suvenJ of the 
Juy joined. 

Mr. Alderman Brown then said, addressing Mr. 
Phillips, '* The public, ^[r. PliUlips, owe you much 
for the cour-se ynu have pursued." 

No othf.T witness anrtwiirliig when called, the re- 
corder proceeded to sum up the evidence to the jury. 
He wa-) 8»tisfied thoy would not Bufii.T the pri-<<>ner 
to imstain any prejudice in their niinda from the ex- j 
hibitiou that hnd jit'^t now been made in court. It 
would have ptThapi bocn well if the court had ui»ed | 
its authority to repres.^ the disturbance which t- sat 
exhibition had occasioned, but lie could not Jielp ■ 
»mg, however irregular the conduct which lluwed i 
from right principles viight be, it wad most plea.iing | 
to witness with what disgUHt and execration the de- 
cbntiona of a party (wh father real or afl'ected) that 
he was not dependant upon a uuprume being, were 
KBceived in a British assembly. 

The jury, after a short consultation, found the 

nisoner gnilty, but recommended him to mercy, be- 

ieving this to be a firnt offence. The recorder told 

he prisoner if he had respectable witnesMt who 

ould depose to his character and mode of life, he 

roold hear their evidence before he passed sentence. 

lie prisoner said he had such friends, and that he 

ad no notion that the witnesses he had called 

^old have been guilty of such conduct. 

la commenting upon this I shall render justice, 

a far as my reason will enable me, to all parties. 

Henry Berthold was clearly guilty i»i the crime of 

tealing the boa, and the recommendation to mercy 

'as most ill judged. Inrinitely greater was his crime 

lan a similar offence committed by a private indi- 

idoal. He had set himself up as a teacher of the 

eople, and an advocate of their political rights, 

herefore it behoved him to be of irreproachable life 

ad morals, even if his intellect were infirm, and if 

« erred through want of intellect ; still more cer- 

ain should be his punishment, in order to prevent 

iflier half-infonned men from lightly arrogating to 

hemaelveB the office of moral and political teachers 

II a mode of getting their daily bread. The princi- 

i^le of the bloated churchman, ** do ye even as I 

•y, and not as I do," should not be allowed to gain 

|li(Mmd amongst those who profess themselves pa- 

tnots. Children who play wantonly with fire are 

^nidied on account of the risk that mischief may 

Mcor, andhe who sets ||p for a public teacher shoiUd, 

1^ he errs, be more severely punished than an 

ohcnre man, for his sphere of evil is greater. 1 have 

Bot read any of the writings of Henry Berthold, but 

k is evidently a man of very inferior intellect. He 

VMthe author of the political handkerchief, a puerile 

attempt to out manoeuvre the stamp'Office,by print- 

iBg political articles on calico, or rather on crossed 

wtton thread saturated with damaged American 

^Bwer or plaster of Paris. The thing was unread- 

40 alter a single " man handling," becoming a 

vty BUMS of printer's ink and white powder. He 

*^ Bot even have looked at the act of parliament, 

Wm wooldhave Heen that the stamp- duties were pro- 

**Wly the words " paper, or any other material." 

iaiBitiiiu diallow covdd be but a blind guide to 

: *va. Ii-itealing th« boa — supposing him jiot to 

I ■ INNwud of tbe iduMi/ncncjr peculiar to some 



peraons, of appropriating every thing they lay hands 
upon — he miuit have Ikm^ actuated by one of two 
causes — actual want, or utter profligacy. If the 
latter, he was a worthle-is being ; ii tli<: former, it 
is an evidence of the ab euce of inUyltoct. k-x *o 'gpitly 
prid.j. A writer in want wnuld scare 'ly b-* roiufod 
employment us a lulxniri'r in a priiiting hou'^e. and 
a man of moral foii'iutt-j would at o:ic».» hav.» .»ali!, 
it is better to labour for a bur^* hubii^te-ic than l.> 
break down the barrier ui ii.tl'^rity. Nululng bufc 
the pangs of him^er c\v\ warrant any i:ia:i iu laki.ig 
the property of his uoi<.'hbourwltlijiil hi^ leave, ai:d 
even then the violeuci? ouly bee ji ues exi u ublt* »)u 
the plea that hunger is like mailn;'sn, ]>r venting a 
man from being muHter of his o.vn ueti ns. Had 
there been a fragment uf high uilnd iu lloury l>er- 
thold when put upon his trial, he W4)uld at uuce 
have crossed his arms and sjiid *' I am gui:ty ; and 
tlie cause of my guilt was want (or pru.ii . ry) fur 
which \ am content to bear the punishment tlio law 
awards." But not so ; he meanly shuliied and pre- 
varicated, and endeavoured to controvert direct and 
positive testimony by a trick so absurd and glaring 
that a child would have been ashamed to attempt 
it, as an imputation on his intellect. Still more 
contemptible than this was his citing snch persona 
as the Dukes of Clarence, and Gluucenter, and Wel- 
lington, in proof of his good character. A portion 
of his business as a public teacher had been to bring 
into contempt the factitious respect attaching to 
such men on account of their rank, and upon tlie 
principle of the cringing meanness ever iuhabitin'^ 
the soul of a sycophant ; only upon that principle 
can his conduct be accounted for. A man of high 
mind, even after the commission of a crime, would 
at once have disdained such disproof of his own un- 
worthiness. Yet, *' the recorder told the prisoner 
that if he had respectable witnesses who could de- 
pose to his character and mode of life, he would 
hear their evidence before he pas.ied sentence." 
That sentence, when translated, uieanR, if you wiU 
abjure all your former radical doings, aud can by 
proper sycophancy to snudry dukes and duchesses, 
persuade them to give you letters of recommenda- 
tion, I will let yon off. How perfectly this talliea 
with the statement of the ** schoolmaater in New- 
gate," that great men can influence the punishment 
of a prisoner, from hanging and trausportatiuu dowa 
to respite and reprieve. It is another proof of tho 
mischief of suffering a ** pardon power " to lie ia 
irresponsible hands, thus making it a tool for poli- 
tical tampering. Punishments should not be deiined 
by law, save under the direction of unprejudiced 
philosophers, and wixen thus deiined, they should be 
imperative — ^not left to the regulation of the passions 
of a judge. Thus far fittnry Berthold, criminal i 

( To he continued.) 



Some time ago, a party of ranters retum- 
iDg from a prayer-meeting, made up with an 
old woman with a lantern in her hand, who 
had been out charing; they, thinking she 
bad been on the same errand as themselves^ 
asked her, *' Had she been seekiuc: the lord?" 
Eh, bless me\ ^cried. 6\iei^, V ^\^ ivQ\.Y.\x<aHR>BA 
was lost I 
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ttthi'i ntchewitl bunt liiibatbrtaiRN | 
EUniT. Taka it nodpniMlr. sn>t fou all ' 
more good." Jcuteoacpive laineiiirnal 
fniibful preacher arihe (oapcl wlime in 
Indnca him to be instuni ii 
nrHisoa, as Paul recummeD 
wBroius men to flee (mm the "ruh W 
lh<n tancj the pioiu t'dlMr it the £nu 
Bccotting him with all (he _ . 
Tulgarity uf ■ dmnliEn ukilor. If JmJI 
kbead at thji r»te, you'll b " 

loaceruiiutyl Take it modenUlf udS 
will do more good! Yet, 
exlremg berror at my propmins to X 
thu church reieaiH oDe half, and ii ot(^ 
that Lh? magiitraiei do very tigbtif ioq 
mitting me lo gaol Tor my imnr' 
There iiiomfthinspeouliarlyreBB ' 
Ihe ideaof a fellow going ahead at tl 
or grace, like a navigator upatai 
[laiiig the preacher to be a chunh pi 
cousecrated by thelayios on of tb 
hiuds, the bursting oF hu boilsT,,* 
tusuluT explosion of the holy «l 
0, Mr. Editor of the Examiner. (T 



^^ Notice.— Ci>^ uf this woili wml 1| 
Id BDy porU vbcre l^y cuu» ^ *" 

tu«d. Bt tlw rtte of l-BBBJ 

difcctimu, addreiBrd (n (h* I 

well <tnet Strand, Limdan, vEl nHuveaU 



Cbristkii Rib«ldb*-.— The CAefteafcam 
Eiaminer filled iu pages with godly cant 
about my remarks upon religion, mid prai«d 
the BioptoyiDent of policemen, to prove Cbe 
exiWimce of B'"'> becaune, if the idea ahoii Id 
not be oonaened alt religiooa Jhings would 
forthwith fall into contempt. lo order to 
■how the great ifliportancr which ii really at- 
taehed to relipon, by this worthy, the follnw- 
jsg eatraat is glveo from the same paper of 
June 13lh!— "TooFiar.— The Rev. Mr. 
Kirk in prembiog from tii to foorteen scr- 
moaf per week, ia Bonoa. 11 he goes ahead 
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RELIGIOUS POLICY. 

Nem can tnie reconcilement grow, 
Where wonndA of deadly hate have pierced so 
deep."— MiLTON. 

r Rome species of metaphysical analysis, 
«ner talked of than practised, some men 
i enabled to separate evil from the evil - 
Jr, and to cordially hate the one while the 
llfare of the other is regarded. So would 
lo with regard to Christianity and Chris- 
M. I wish them no harm, nor would vTil- 
^ly do them nny ; but their principles aud 
ctices 1 do moat heartily execrate, and 
in them, in every form or colour, shape 
1 shade, cry "good lord deliver me !'' 
Toseph Stnrge has placed it upon re- 
ly that in his opinion the cruelties prac- 
d in onr gaols tend only to harden the 
It, lead to despair, and infidelity. I can 
estly testify that upon my taste only of 
istian merer in one of those schools of god's 
lences, my infidelity and atheism was a 
n — an adonyne to my spirits. To any 
who has fallen into the hands of god's 
-ants, the grave is less appalling a thou- 
1 times than is the horrid book yon are 
id to believe in, the horrid principles 
wn from it, and the still more horrid, re- 
iog, and inhuman propounders of them. 
i man who has had the misfortune to fall 
the fangs of the disciples of Jesus on a 
rge of blasphemy, will ever afterwards 
Ider at the sight of a bible — shun it as 
would a poisonous viper, or a loathsome 
lie. It comes, saying ** Search me, for 
me yon have eternal life ! '' You listen 
ts guileful and dect^tful allurements, and 
etiy you find certain torture and prospec- 
death. To him no sight is more detes- 
e and revolting than a Chrintian ; who 
roaches with honied words of love and 
cy; he lures with boastings of paths' 
«ant and peaceful ; but doubt his dogmas 
cruelty — rudeness, gibes, jeers, manacles, 
gaols are his kind replies. The hypo- 
B ! when be but once has lured you to his 
,he takes your liberty, blast'< your eharac- 
damna your soul, execrates you before a 
', gloats like a denfon as the sentence is 
nonced. and adds, with the bitterest glee 
pretefiaed affection, that he does it fur the 



good qfyour soul ! Bulwer says Swift libelled 
man by calling him a Yahoo ; Bulwer was 
never indicted for blasphemy, or he would 
have envied the horses their want of souls, 
and would thank god from the bottom of his 
heart to give him Houyhuhnms instead of 
Christians for his neighbours. Some one has 
said, the man who first planted a stake in the 
ground to mark out his portion was the great- 
est enemy of his species, but a far greater was 
he who first found out we had souls, or more 
properly, persuaded us we had. Priests im- 
mediately took possession of them, and woe 
has been our portion since. 

I do not think Christians should be served 
as they serve tho!»e who differ from them, but 
they must be fairly and resolutely met and 
their tyranny destroyed. It is" needless to 
say they should be personally shunned, de- 
tested, and abhorred, their own practices will 
effect that for them the moment they are un- 
derstood. No man is a more deadly foe to 
liberty — moral, social, and political— than is 
a Christian. He upholds, whether he knows 
or not, all tj'ranny, when he supports mental 
despotism. The inhumanity of man to man 
is never so fully displayed as by Christian 
men to unbelievers. It is easier to twist ropefi 
of sand than to make men Christians by per- 
secution. The arguments of Luther would 
not in an eternity of time have overthrown 
the church of Home. But he made religion 
display its hellish propensities in persecuting 
bis followers, and down was old Itome tum- 
bled in a few years. " Human feelings are 
stronger than creeds,'* and humanity once 
aroused, will, from its love of justirre, extirpate 
all who insult and degrade it. This will soon 
be the fate of Christianity and the reward of 
its inhuman policy. A Christian is an ob- 
ject of unmitigated horror, to any man who 
dares think for himself, and has honesty 
enough not to be an hypocrite in expressing his 
thowghts. Christians keep no faith — outside 
they are mild, winning, and full of kind pre- 
tence—let them but throw off the mask, and 
the Bubbs, Cappers, and Ne\vall;< are recog- 
nised in every face. It is said, god bides the 
future from men that hope may live on hidden 
destiny. "Would it not be nn equal or greater 
blessing to take from us the idea of a god, 
since so much demouism is awakened in hn- 



_.»h lMr«rfihrf«rf«niP _, 

DM knowtnj; the fUtDir, we ace m>«() rrnin 
btilnR inlatrubJe ; b; nor iuawhiif fiA, we 
■biiuld be aaved from inaktoK oUuira ao. 

Cbriiliaugi' policT i> lo nttiwk ■ man nf 
Uberal opinion* luid Hunt bin lo PxpreM 
them. If he don, taniMj and ha)i«sily, 
^oun Ihajr call th* Uw, duogaon*, uid uoiiee 
upon him, and huut liiin gut of UFe. ir he, 
tbrangb tear of tbetr prorpeetiTcly, letf bacit 
an; part of bii aentimnila, ar Rive them an 
orthodox Ttrilon, tbfj- ihout out " coward," 
" hf poerite," uid thm alter hniinK madd 
him Sin\n him«lr, the; damn him too, and 
thai doubly dnnined, their trininph i* com- 
plete, Tliis Brindlejf JiMproitdahondred 
timcn, sud cTerv pulpit ill eTery town »imi 
weekly at Ilie »aine thing. Gloriona licloiy 
thii Tor a. tiysiem unid to be founded apon 
tralhl— winning iu lnoreli bj forei and 
fhwd, and p:aioing itrength from faliehood 
and deeeption — iti tnie ttophic* from men 
nada diiiin^enDoua hypocritDX. But let thii 
fiH ; let men meet tbem, disdain thr?ir uver- 
tnrfu, and deipiae their power, &nd ChriniiaDS 
win shrink within the dark sphere of their 
own infamy, and dwiadia into the paltry Itt- 



B tliis thay a 

1 as for tbe succiw* 



itead of 1 



ipprei 



fast hualening, morally ; 
" " 'r perscemino, 






t, the 



e«peri»nce of all per»BCiitlDn« proclaim that, 
aa the hlood of the roartya wns the need of 
the ehnrob, -o Briatol, Glonteeter, Chelten- 
bam, and a few more gaol', will be tbe aeed 
ndi pilUte of stheistianl faiUi. Tears of 
preaehlng and vitlaines of ar^nmcnt do less 
n the advance of opinions thnn the oppoaition 
of sword and dungeon petforms in a few 
Wetks. This has been amply home out by 
the recent procBcDlioni. G. J. H. 

IS THERE A GOD? 









Tbrkb ii nr la nof a i;nd. There ii or is 
«al a laiacbody or a tometh'ing — a ttobodt) or 
«oiAi<i(r,whoexiBt«d ts/ore the "orlda. There 
ft or it not nn intelligent ntistence, large or 
smalt, good nr tnd, local or nniierFial, by 
whom all things were msde, itself unmade. 
There it or is nol such a being or enistenee, 
bnl •bethi't it Is maru prubnble thera ii than 
that there is nol, renson alone can delennine. 
There may he aeooreofgoda— there maybe 

not imposiihU there can be a million of god^, 
it ii only imprabniile j it is not impossihlt 
there can be lamewhere, or nmebow, one 



Hid. T1i»npp<>--i'i 

^ndi, implie* <"' ' 
pwitioD that thf-r.- ' 

nr that tbere is and ii oul u h-od la qi 
adiniiiibls. One or other of Uiie propi 
mul be trae, both ran't be, «« ai 
sure of this, whatever else may bi> in 
Tb» ia called by pbilompbtts "tk 
pU of amtradietion." The great fo, 
(myi Leilwiti, in hia eoDITOVanaal m 
deuoe with Clarke) of n ' 
prineipU of aatlraiietim 
a, that a proposition oinnot be (rMM 



principle, 



ly, for example, tt 
]□ gou IS ooiu true and talw, 
merely plou(th op the foundaGon 
msties, but CTery other scie* 
therefore, that there is or i 
or a wmetbing, a. nobody or 
terial or immaterial, an intelligent ci 
stupid cTistence, who created the a. 
that ia all tbinga vinblt or iniHiijilr, m 
preserwa and governa Ihe same. Her; 
Bwr, we reqnire another principle. 
be as already ahuwn, th»l (here i« 
gild ; bnt how are we (o ^et ai a 
IbereupQo, either aEfirmati'e or 
How are we justified in Je^ng 



rinciple , 

n fOTDI 



01 justified infr 
•t theiam, poly^ 



clearly stated by the and 
quoted. He aaya, that ii 
from mntheoiatlea to naruri 
ther principle is requisite. I mes 
tinues) the prineiple of the ju^ic* 
or in other worda, that nothing bap 
out a rtaaan why it should hsfqieu , 
than otberwiae; and accordingly i 
dea was obRged in his book, Dt £t 
to take for granted, that if there tie a 
in which tvery thiog is alike on be 
and if eqaal weights are hung on 
eflda of that balance, tbe whole * 

why one aide should weigh dowD n 
the other. Now by thia aingl, 

the lagieieni reoion may be den 

being of a god, and all the other jii._, 
taphysiCB or natural theology; and • 
some meaauie, those phjaieal tmthalh 
independent of mathi;matios, sueh M q 
namical principles, or the prindpleesC 
This is all quite true, even that M 
which relates to demonairating Ih« U 
aged. The suffioient reason KAr ' 
for the being of a god, and whe_,. 
given I will not cavil about worda, h 
dily allow tbe being of a god to be d 
Btrated, but nol till then. LeiiHiila it, 
where affirm that this single ; ~ 
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reano kat demonMratcd or wiU 
it the heiog of a god ; ha m\j af- 
t DO Alhaint itaiet, that tl may be 
ted. The Atheist, hoireTCr, it it 
ttiacCif to inj, doti deny tbnt tbe 
reaion can be adduced in proof of 
I does nmtt empbatically den; tbat 
ta been or can be given wb; tbat 
It argument should " weigh down 
41 the other." The Atheist thinke 
gt of rea«Dn lis* in the opposite 
SE, ID abort, tbe sumcieiit resKm 
lod HAB been giTsii ia deiaoDatfit- 
Ikere ia no god ; and whj, 1 ihouid 
law, maj not Iha principle of the 

reanon be aa legitimately applied 
niial as to the affirmatioa, to tbe 
( to the proof of a god. Thii argu- 
airea adjitiooal force when ire ooa. 
fact thai if there b« presumprioD 
iota of labonr in reaiouin|c aboat ■ 
4t at all, tbe fotly caaaol be eharg. 
Vtheislx ; DO, ThiialB and all other 
tralinta have eicluaiie right and tide 
her asserted there ia a god or god^ 



till tt 



1, otfaen wif 
XI tent 



icieney. 1 neier could undantand 
.t principle one man ia to be deemed 
ioua fot denying the sufficiency of 
nan'i reaaonings ; alill less can I 
id wby it 'hooid be quite legidmato 
iHcal blockhead to affirm a god, yet 
pUmate for a philoaophi ' ' 

ne. Thia has Wd put 
TJew by Mr. SouTHWE 
hliihed " Beply to a Di 









the neceaaary oooaequence of ma. 
, a philosophy Chat aiimits not tha 
DC destruction of matter. Thia da- 
D intelligent being, said to be not 

but distinct from all tbat aenie can 

ia called dngmatic. But in truth, 
ge of doguiatinni more properly at- 

thwie who uflinn, than to tiio:<e oho 
mposition. If god bad never bern 
. he could not hare been denied. It 
of lo^ic, and a very sensible rule, (hat 
' prabOHiii, that is the burthen or 
f proiing, reaCa on tboie who aflinn 
lian. Prieita have alTinned the ex- 
fa god, but who will msinlain that 
i» oomplied with tbe rule of logic f 
■ootinced bj their "strong reaaons," 
lamaterial hving (irdt created and 
wna the universe P Before beingeon- 



itoad god. It ia therefore ioiporUal 
W ahoold remember that the druial ol 
nita from the lack of proof on the pan 
wbo afflnii auch i ' ' 



that it would be ahapH, or rather • oonbv- 
diotioD in lenoi, to talk of a pegatimi where 
tbere haa been no affimation. Nor an Oom 
Hho reject aa inconclunve the reaaona nrgel 
liy anpematuraliitt called upon, from Cba 
iiiniple act of denying, to proTo a negative. 
For example, my hot-beaded naighbonr may 
nlTinn that the moon ii made of a peculiar 
Lind of pudding, but I eaimat lep upon what 
reaaon able ground* I, whomigfatbe dispeaed 
t» disbelieve him, am called npoQ todisprove 
Ilia assertion. 

Can yOQ disprove the existence of ■ god t 
cry the theoloniana. No, gentlemen, no. it 
li not the A theiif a bumneB to ditprove, bat 
yonra to frgw a god. Thia ia intelligible, 
tuid fixes the saddle on tbe right hone. It 
li obviona, tbat thonrh a propoaition may be 
nfflimed withodt being denied, it ii incon- 
ceivable that anything ihonld be denied, be- 
fore it isnlfirmed. If, therefore, there baany 
dogmatism or preemption in declanng that 
there it nr is not a god, like the lamed Irish 
reciprocity, 'tis all on one aide, and that the 
affirmative side of tbe qneation. There ia 
not one tittle more dogmatic pretnmptkiu in 
I denying a god, than there i> in denying devil*, 
angels, or witches. If people with heated 
I imaginations will declare, and not only de- 
I dare, but act npon the declarations tbat there 
are godi, devili, angels, furies, lu.. why are 
I lober-miuded men to be rerused liberty to 
i(iieBtionsauh«iatsncet? Whyibould Phil- 
ip dmuk be heeded and hit words cherished 
a oracles, while Phillip sober is either to be 
leaten down, or at best have n* atteation 
aid to him? Why, I should liba to lie 
oformed, are we to he denied an appeal to 
the friadple o/ li^ nfficitnl Tta*m, as well 
with regard to tha aaistence of a god as any 
other existence? It would be diffienit for 
sophistiy itself to fiame aatitfactDry answer 
totbese questions. Upon what principle da 
all but the merest rabble deny the eiltteuee 
of witches, angels, or devils> Upon what 
other principle con tbey deny such imaginary 
existences, but that ef tha sufficient reason ; 
and is it not prepoaterout for men to demand 
good, mfficieut reason for one clasaof super- 
natural existences, aikd not for another? 



a believe 



a god; 



if there is, it can be shoa 
such belief tbould be rejected. Reason, to 
consistent inquirers, is ail or nothing, and it 
caunot be admitted that those who embrace a 
principle are allowed to pick or chooae in its 
application. €ibboD tells ui that the gods 
of the ancient ffermans originated io the 
hopes, fears, and ignorance of that fierce 
people. The godsof other nationscnu boast 

ledge will destroy them. Knowlednehasde. 
atroyed witchcraft— it will destroy, utterly an- 
oihiUlA godcnft. No oue haa pioied, do 
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Oi>f» erer can prove thd inpiotsitiility of witch- 
craft; no one has, no one ever will prove the 
impossibility of ^odcraft, yet both crafts will 
be annihilated by reason, both will sooner or 
later be held in equal contempt. And is it 
not edify in jjf to hear free inquirers, who go 
about the country preaching against devilism, 
angelisin, and witchery, in all its branches, 
yet shrink from exposing godism ; nay, not 
only shrink from exposing the pernicious ab- 
snrdity, but stigmatise a« rash, illegitimate, 
and dogmatic all who are more consistent 
and less cowardly than themselves? They 
laugh at and scout the devil, speak with scorn 
of witches, and profitably amuse themselves 
at the expense of the angels, but gods they 
cover with the mantle of their protection. 
They attack superstition every where but in 
its stronghold, and shake away, in Samsonic 
style, ac a pillar here and a pillar there of the 
Dagoni^h temple, but let any one'QDg at the 
main prop of the building, without the re- 
moval of which it cannot tumble, and they 
cry ont — illegitimate, consider our thin skulls, 
act upon the " better to be safe '* principle, 
and don't " go too far." M. 

THEORY OF REGULAR GRADATION. 

XIX. 

My paper last week treated of the lowest sub- 
division of the great division of the Juverte- 
brata ; that is, if we make two instead of four 
distinctions — the rertebrata and the fnverte- 
brata. The members of that snb-divitiion, 
It was seen, possessed few if any ot the qha- 
r^teristics commonly associated with the 
term animal. The distinctions between ani- 
mals and vegetables, so perfect and apparent 
under some circumstances, cannot be deter- 
mined at ail times with sufficient certainty to 
convince and carry conviction to every mind. 
.Just so is it with the distinctions, arbitrary 
ones, erected to assist our imperfect sen»es in 
the animal kingdom. I'he change from one 
animal to another is so gradual, that it is only 
by an examination in the first place of deci- 
dedly-marked specimens, that investigators 
are enabled to determine where a positive 
distinction exists, when compared with some 
others, from whence they were doubtless de- 
rived ; but haviug once got a clue they fol- 
low it to its real or apparent source, and there, 
for convenience, oifPlf^e an imaginary distinc- 
tioi^ As an illustration, 1 may quote the 
following from Chambers, which will show 
the true state of the case, and the difficulties 
to be contended against. '* From the verte- 
brata we might pass, in descending the ani- 
mal scale, either to the mollusca or the arti- 
culata, both of which exhibit some points of 
approximation with them. In both we meet, 
as in the vertebrata, with very highly organ- 
ised as well as very simply coustructed beiugs. 
2^2 



In both we find animals nmefa m 
the lowest -vertebrata; and in both, 
find species which are, in many res] 
low the highest radiata. It is the i 
consequence of a natural arrangeme: 
aims at grouping together the differc 
of living beings according to the typ 
on which they are constructed, t 
should be the case. Neither of t 
sub- kingdoms can be regarded as i 
spects superior to the other. The 
velopment of the locomotive pow 
artieulata strikingly contrasts withi 
slight possession by the mollusca. 
other hand, the digestive and nuti 
terns in the mollusca are much m< 
plex, and attain a higher organisi 
that the heart, for example, of the 
(the lowest class of mollusca) is as 
in its action on the circulating fhii 
of the highest artieulata.'' 

Having taken the armngemcnt o\ 
who places the articulaia near the 
I shall proceed to describe their lea 
tnres. There are four classes in t 
sion, the annelida^ crustacea^ aratfh 
the insecta. The general form of \ 
of these animals is long, cylindrica 
vided into segments. Among the 
are found all the senses, and for the 
a symmetrical body, or that form 
too similar halves appear to be j< 
gether^ as in a man. The solid pai 
letons are always placed externally, 
spider, beetle, and butterfly are spc' 
this division. 

The artieulata exhibits a pecu 
the nervous system, which often en 
feal character of doubtful animals 
tinguished. A double cord runs : 
centre of the lower surface of the 
studded with knots or ganglia a 
intervals, which are so many cent 
which the nerves pass off to the 
segments. The head, also, has it« 
in which the double cord termina 
riorly* Where the members, how 
not uniformly distributed along tl 
body, but are concentrated to one 
in insects, arachnid a, and the highi 
cea, we observe a corresponding cc 
tion of the ganglia io that regie 
degree, of this concentration indie 
elevation of the animal in the serii 
following classes must be arrange 
articulated series, though in some 
the characteristic structure is very ii 
Annelida, or worm tribe. In these 
is prolonged, without any distinc 
dages for locomotion. The habi 
usually aquatic, though sometimi 
trial. I'he division into segment 
very distinct, the entire skin beiu 
Myriapoda^ or centipede tribe. Ti 
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h in anjr of Ehp tftli-iilntn. Thi-i 
re BKiprallf Bve puira of 1i,'ir>. l- 
LiidiMi-*. two pnireofslciirter max 



Iwo pmi 



i,™st,.lfm 



ire sIbo ctistinKOiahed bj their 

metsmopphoafa, comtnenping ft 

■hich rwwoiblei Ihat of the Aiineli 

hnida, tlie spider and scorpinn ir 

diflirr from LiwentB, iu hUTinf 

■nd thuniK anited. in nnder^inc; 

jorphoiif. «nd in hnvingeitrhniriT 

Xnulacea, which have a hiird 

t, j)rincip»llj com posed of eai 

F, BBd whiab me adapted lor aqu 

ICion. Minj of them havK the f 

tiM ; hut Iheir legs ape never lew l' 

number. 

! foregotiig cnnstitnle a toknUjr n 



iffthB rtclelon of ei 
odicnll)-. Tfiis is accompli'lied b_ 
malfiretdstiichinBthecntisandmUiBlwifn 
le innpr surfnre of the old shfll; tbwi ' 
■eting from the snplace of lid: cutis a n 
rprorepideriiibi; neitt a layrrof ooIoTiri 
lattcr: nnd within tbia the eulaaPsnn^ n 
teriall of the np» shell. W. C. 



hi hit thE 
na\s com- 



\B *hieb app parasitic upon ( 

(if which wine approach ihi 
nd polygutrioa, whilst ochera 
Ibe nriutacea; and the ctT 
EDMlf trihe.Hliicb bearastron 



if brfoiie to Ibis BBiies. 
t »nu«li<lai,op red-blotKled worm>, li 
l(p higher in the demloptnenl of i' 
fur (iltboligli the balitl '' '- 






aflL'xihUi 






lUanj othirs, as tlin «r 
by adveniiiioni, tolid, < 
liBniiuiiiOiieanb-HOtiii i 
pairs ol ibarp ipiuus, or 
OfprograHiiDn. Thi b1 
"" greater part ooiD| 

B wood; DbreB of plauts, 

id with portioiii' of phwphate 

ingrir In-the 

: coiMidated 



will/ has Ihe ncisnce nf man been trmtei of 
as physical and moPEl f 

Be*misr that branch of sciEnoe "hicll 
trealB of matter, its hoik, weight, fignre, 
density, and general pmperliea, is callfil 
pby«c'al or natural (the tsrin phjsiea being 
iarived from aGreek word, lignifjniguatuwji 
The term Nlturul Phlloiophy, ia i» com- 
prehensivB sense, inClndea nlllbe sciencw, 
but receitea iu its priinarj' divisions tKftrenf 
nantes aocurdlnj; to the kind of prvperliea 
nhioh it ia Lte abject to investigate. I'hot 
which has foriti tnbjectqnatllityingFncral, 
is CBlled mathematiea, fignre geoidetrr. 
mation — that ia. motion of entire muues'— 
dynamics, from t«o Gtrek worita, sipiifying 
power, or force and motion ; while that 
which iaveitigalei the motion a! the intpg-- 

suuh motion, ia denominnted chemistry,. 
Now, aenaalion, inteUigence, nnd all that 
nhEiiiimenn commonly undrrstoiid by the 
itui, belongs to moral science, aa 







bafon. . . 

: the mhid or 
mental pbeuomena like attracliun audrrpni- 
aion. Life has been called a property uf 
orgauiaation, by nhieh is meant that all 
BtomtoT matter, whether opgooic or inor- 

fereuce cnnaiste in the arrangHment of iheni. 
Dead malleP K called innpgaiiic, that ia. not 
10 arranged at to display the phemimcnB 
called li\ine, ao tliat the tepuia inorglniied 
anflt^ead, mean exactly the same tiling; 
Whereas, when we speak of an orjaniaed 

mlbelifiioramaiiand 

r'llup, is one of de- 
ii a Decscary aini- 
ipqoence of the different arraiigemeiil or Ihe 

life; i' 
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is a eonseqnrace of the orpiiis, their powers, 
and rasceptibilities. '* Life," says a modem 
author, ** ax far as we affix any acieiUific 
meaning to the word, is a pecaliar mode of 
being, in which a certain series of pheno- 
mena are observed to take place ; these phe- 
nomena are never found associated with any 
other conditions but that one to the designa- 
tion of which the term life is appropriated ; 
hence we use this word merely as the short ex- 
pression by which this peculiar state of beingor 
the associated phenomena which constitute 
it, are denoted. What life is, independently 
of this series of phenomena, we are wholly 
Ignorant, as we are of everything but appear- 
ances, in relation to every object in nature.'' 
We say that matter is the permanent subject 
of certain qualities, such as exten»on, divi- 
sibility, attraction, repulsion, and so oo. 
We say that mind is the permanent subject 
of eertain faculties, such as perception, 
memory, association, reason. In like man- 
ner, we imagine that there is a permanent 
subject, which we name the vital principle 
upon which we conceive the phenomena of 
living beings to depend. But these per- 
manent subjects, these substrata, iu which 
qualities are supposed to inhere, must be 
considered, so far as our real knowledge is 
concerned, fictions of the imagination. All 
we really know, arc the ascertained pheno- 
mena; beyond these everything of course 
must be conjecture ; and the most eminent 
men have fallen, and at this very time are 
constantly falling, into gross error, by not 
keeping the distinction here suggested stea 
dily in view. The opinion held by almost 
all the ancient philosophers, and some few 
of the moderns, that the mind of man is 
nothing of itself, like putrefaction, exciti- 
bility, contraction, gravitation, separation, 
attraction : merely certain conditions of mat- 
ter, has been deemed harsh and incredible ; 
as it is contended that the nature of man, 
including body and soul, or mind, could 
not spring out of senseless or unreasoning 
atoms; seemingly forgetful, or perhaps^, not 
having known that dead Mibstancesare com- ^ 
posed of precisely the same particles as 
living ones, which only Hiffer in their ar- 
rangement; so that dead, or inorganic mat- 
ter, arranged and modified in a certain man- 
ner, becomes Ijving or organic ; how this is 
accomplished none are wise enough to an- 
swer; but that it is done, all must know who 
place any reliance upon the evidence of 
their senses. The opinion that the vital 
principle, or mind of man, is a self-existent 
immaterial agent, is a mere opinion ; and 
bas nothing whatever to do with science. 
Others assert that the soul, or mind, is a 
very subtle fluid, which enters into and 
makes use of the body as a shell or covering ; 
BO that man. thus considered » is a twofold 
£54 



being, material and immaterial, body n^ 
soul, something and nothing) which body 
and soul are not to be considered as neces- 
sarily connected, but merely far the time 
being. Others contend that the seal wu 
matter under a certain point of view, u 
colour is nothing but effects produced npon 
the retina of the eye, by the situations and 
motions of substances. To them the soil 
was, as regards the body, as the sooad of 
the oi^an in relation to the instrument which 
produced it; the sound being nothing of 
itself— a result, as every one knows, of the 
undalatory motions of the air, when set ia 
motion by the apparatus called an organ. 
All the phenomena of sound is but a coO' 
sequence of the action of one subetanei 
upon another, whereby we become the reci* 
pients of shocks or sensations which imlues 
in the brain ideas of sound ; and life is 
nothing more than a succession of shocks w 
sensations. Those who demand a more iii« 
nute explanation of what life is, may ag vdl 
ask what heat is, or require a particobtf 
explanation of light, darkness, motion, or 
gravity. The motions of a steam-engioi 
cannot be separated, even in thought, ftom 
the steam-engine, and yet motion is not aa 
independent existence. Those who eaa 
erect motion into a something distinct froa 
matter, will find do difficulty in doing tke 
same for mind. 



* YOU WILL INJUBE OUR CAUSE.' 

*'Biibb, in bis bnbbiRia, complained that the im* . 
ligiotis doctriae teiul«l to andennine the iiudtir 
tionH of the country. Why should they not be 
undermined, if they cannot stand the test of ne- 
son 7 and if tlxey can stand th*t tent, why com; 
cloak, screen, or sappreas reason by indictmeatr 
Philo Pubucola. 

" You win hurt our canse! " has been Ac seUil^ 
cowardly cry of all paendo reformers, looking forita 
conntenanee and support of wealUi and respeetiAK* 
t7, when honester men, guided by a love of prindj^ 
i^one, have stepped to tike front, and asked ae osa 
to holp them, but he who felt like themselves. Mca 
who are honest in the expression of their optoioei, 
look only to the surest mode of oorying them isle 
practice without compromise or injury. To teA 
the stem truth is everything, the selfish intemleif 
themselves or others nothing. It were much better 
to allow mankind to remain in ignorance of certaia 
truths, than for the advocates- of those tmths, ^ 
thdr indiscretion or cowardice, to bring disgiaee 
upon themselves by subsequently compromiaingi 
though it be hut an iota, what they had previoadf 
declared to be essentially necessary, and which they 
still , perhaps, think neci^s^ary , The uneducated sad 
tmrcflccting seldom dli^tingaltih between priad{iUB 
and men, and the defalcation of a professor is fjh 
nerally looked upon as a consequence of his opudma, 
thus presenting a barrier to their inftrodnrlion 
to such minds. Besides, partiea who deaeft geae* 
rally rain themselves and thoae who may be wilim 



Etfll tiu iiaffuitti or * Urgv DDinboT i 

«f nonid piiMiplM, thou^ thpy any go lie- 
(iDwWaiijlilmMlf. oroiBylieeTeiiiiucliiii 



tandued tti« Mn of loiH dt hijarf Id loine 
I hid jmiiomly two Uitbj upon Um cot- 
• ba n(i,rm»d. Til* mea whu Iok bj a 



ttsolMalli bTHhirlmHiMlbejwinildi 
'I^BHf KpniientingthowpiineiFluiBtotT 
Vnl tu lltfit tciJ DombiTra, unBgdi. H 

Bhy bd duigerDue Id defeiid, an nhould be 
Bel to astir; wbere IbepulilieiTinyaiu' 
BMlcjrriBtiplMof* pBtljf with tb£ pri<»t 
' gneturlividniltof thstpBri^.the 



r4 Ot *^ ■'B luokfld upon in 
liFouofitHice of their Ont dmoDfuti 
It inUoulelT »iin«te« wiA lliina. 



1«%W 



. vitbtlwiblaua, 
tVba Kill mjr Ibi; i3iiA ia 
iaf And fDt «ine cringing ^jtuphkntv, mme 
nf-lmamlj-willi-plrjnacB IBong(u. osftjpolwB 
apwuen, wnttn^orwy wilh Ouni. ibnhllMrfjr 

ditliiH' ------ ■ • ■ 

Ibeie't rruon [Diautinn pg 

Bsiidei, ynn will injnre our calue !" TlM! 
nrjVittuenl, SmTfiaCburtiK, oiimuhJ b 

liJw mrgumeal ; tnil tar dbtnsmno 10 kg imnliicMd 
|Jiil(Hiiphli?Bl prineiplu i iiml not h tiff fiiiitt and 
AumiliM. Bn[S.)Bunlil«tpmliirttiiiig*lrt(lli»u 
. «lvB ninjiClih' lupnumuDCDl, vWOi *r^B h* n vi- 
oimlly »lt«bel peoplr'o pwju^«o«!l" Hesreili! 
iKjd;- diBgniiLt tuhi'ftrmMI«»Ju''l**"Ot iflit 
lumthKSol, wbBK he bud bmr iiapriKMi 
liiriHt onljdinitiiig {vnplii'i pr^u^iw*. hUfirirm- 
■ mjirim! tkrir lir.a. talk nftar Ihi> n» \ Whit 
miibiri wiUWt)' canSncmnt llv wnui feir mDnthii, 
ith tFTHid and wtUr snd IhE Jew-fioiik , will 
mk I And Ihla ia Due of llv nVcn lerdi njua 
whirii BOBiB of Cm wDtking idttt* »» relying 

cnsl IhBm off, aifoDr duadlieM ennuiul EHuvh 
IhomMlvm— iiiiiwiblnTiirliiig, criagia; >l»vB»-to 
lhiiwnrelo(tjr»ol«,th»7onl7l»boar IbeoiuremHilj 
Inonala's ^n! ThFJU men will ili> fergultm, or 
Iheir id" mid mraioij omraatol, whilsl rhrfr ic- 
wruA, bstnjvd, and pcrwnitei brethnu an is- 
morul. W, O. 




HISSING AN ATHEIST I 

Tl^NwefDCborlei PhiUipfli the tiiTa1iii|f a^vpffttn 
ofiriiiiiiials. WhrnJiiLMnHintiEllT.au'Winwa 
whniirBKntDdhlina.'lf tokp«jLb tothvprbMutH'adu- 
neur, decland hiuurlf Ui bs u Adieiit. CharUn 
FhilUpi artMlBd the ntrcnw uf hornn, HimilHia- 
cii with bin iimal ihnirii ait. " Wfioru, I will mt 
dif.gnce mjwir bj aabiag ^n another qiustiDn/* 
Bnr not HtiBfind vtth thiadii^b}',wlum duwitiBrt 

Alheint, wttidl the 



P)nirt)w. lalkiag 
lDiI belngpi^lBlBd 



HA dirBcnbed ui 



D jiud.- Cw 
-'-.•• Ohsrlei 



BkAWal deputnre (rem tnilh iipOD h 
^^^Mnj Bpiniua. thil il windd be be 

^^^^^B)l famitiea bu what may a 
^^^^^EnanlilM viit» of the maa irh 



BbonL " dhi^TaflngbtinB 

duly and lionrli' hj- the viie t«o f>l lBi*v» aua mnt- 
deiTni.andTufQanH,uidTe^flH,afa]l dfliutnptbwis 
wh» inuT In BpnB hioi with their Ah lUllbg hlutb. 
Hp iagratefid tohMitiT p pCT t g j , «iddowhi<bmlo 
rnunnuB their respeSabilit)' and theii Hrs. Ha 
linmbf thBlilbaiidnatbr^dvaAo[ttiii*«>*«d 
he preiHirvea diek »■ uaa^ pquin* 6a (hnr laaiuB. 



I ea^al ttuog to loalw a apBaalwii ■iiiuaii*! (he k- 
igitma fijlk«, a^r-iaUy when 1hA« ia bo Aiar nf eon- 
lequHKea. Itdeebu, lutnever, Ihal m puiat of r*- 
ifEcUhiUt;, JuuanBibeeht is IM befim CbiriM 



THE ORACLE OF REASON. 



Pliillijw : fur wliilf Clinrli»9 PliilliiH livoa on flvi*- 
Hltilli.m hTi''U. Jn.I.\N lliKHKUT livi'M uu an iii.lv- 
I'l'ii'lfiit iir-i|KTly, iiii'l ;iN (■> hi» nitaiuuiciit:*, he iit a 
sk'Tul (Ifi'i'k ontir. having wri't'-n ;iuil jirint«Ml,iit a 
Itrinli.iji-pri*-"-* «if hi- nwu, » wnrk «tl" oun-idiTublr 
iMMil.tiiiii ill thiitliiM-.'itiiic Hi' i"*, iuiirf'«iv»'r, « higlily 
L<'iift-<il«>i,t. liiniiiili u->\ :i \vi.<v' Utiiii. Ainl iioww I'kw 
w.ivils to JCMAN llniltKKT. W liPii he was »sk«Ml 
to Kiss til" liiiiik, h*' ^TiituiL»u.My (U'rlaivd thsU lit* 
hiiil '111 ht;li«»fi:i its CDUtenl'*. lU' must be ituppiHi-il 
Hini*i«r«! ill hi;* d"chira'it»ii, lor it \^!i'« courting public 
obliKjuv, but iu sti doina; \w dforivi^d » court ot' law 
«f thi! S<Miefit of hii* t'vidi'uci*. 1 1 was a kind nf sivk- 
iajC altiT a niurtyrdoin, a *»rt of tostilyinu; lor ron- 
unpuc* rtaki*, which iJva"* (piiti' uncalled for by cir- 
cnniHtauciM. and t cTOlnn* it bi'caiuc a ridicuhum 
braviido. VVluit it' tiii> trial had boon a caiM*; ol' the 
hi^htMl inipartanoe to the coiunmnity.ouifht JCLIAN 
lllKitKKT in Hiu:h case to hav«' d.MtVovod hiH utility 
to the connuuiiity by l\U tlippancy!^ Th»» wlud'e 
^y.item of oath-taking i^ vilo and ab-surd. All that 
in ni.vd(Ml in that due punif*hinimt await the ^ivin^ 
I'als*' evidenctf iu a public ojurt. Tpon every ][>altry 
matter o!']H)nuds, Nhilliui{i«, and ^HMtce debated in a 
Ctiurt of jurttice, g>)d i:* inv«iked to belp them, timert 
williout nniul)er. If this bt» not blasphemy, what 
then is? If a tradesman Kwear to a dtbt he call i« 
p)d to witui'rts it, tlioti^h in many cai«e.'4 the matter 
M plunder, and in otluTrf he has no knowledeetif the 
tnuisactiiin bfyond hearimr. What is the value of a 
Milur'rt or a UiiTchant'ii oath at the crt.stoni-hous(i, 
and what is the real distinction, wh-'ther the Kmiig- 
gler kl4S4^.s the book or kistiert his thumb, a mode of 
♦'vusion considered very quieting to the conscience? 
When Jonathan had to give I'viilence as to the occu- 
pation of land, hi^ wsi-s required by his employer to 
swear that he had seen corn vsjovf on it at a Htat<>d 
|M»riod. H is ccuwcience was in the way, and to quiet 
It, he and his employer took a journey to the spot, 
and pla.itiu{{ some heads uf growing mai/.e iu a rnn- 
Tiini{ brook, tlwy suspended to a tree, on one side the 
Jiifures 181-1, aiid to a tree on the otlier the fignres 
1815. Jonathan then went into court, and t»wove 
that he had seen some wheat growing in the spring, 
between 1814-15. The fact is, wlienever ceremuuies 
are substituted for Hubstauce, the tmbstauce is apt to 
be forgotten. 

Now, touching this matter of belief in a god, it is 
clear that Ji'LIAN Hi BHERT sp»»ke without due re- 
flection. He probably had been somewhat annoyed 
in his youth, with the cant of religion, wliile he saw 
through the hyj>ocriay «if its professors, and that gave 
him so much distaste for the whole thing, that the 
hatred of the one became synonymous with the hatred 
of the other. 1 myself rcmeiiiber paasing through 
suuilar sensations in my boyhood, being driven to 
churches and chapels innumentble, sometimes thrice 
in the day, to hear dull and measured routine ser- 
vices, and still duller sernums, wherein dogmas were 
luade to supply the place of logic, till the very nanu; 
of religion iHica me loatusome U) me, as something 
invariably connected with privation and suffering ; 
and Christianity became swjouymous with Jesuitry 
and bigotrv. Hatred of t'als t> raiiny practised in hw 
name, ma«te me blind to tliebc'aatii'ul spirit of Chri"<t, 
blind to the fact, that he was a benehceut and rat/i- 
c«/ reformer of the numenuis evils to which the hu- 
man mind is subjected. It was a most unfortunate 
reli2ion for a race of oppressive nilers to live under, 
and ther^bre was it they did what in Iheju lay to 
change its beautiful morality to vicious }>ractictfs. 
Oppression is utterly incompatible with pure c irisli- 
anfty. When JrLlAN Hikbert professed his dis- 
belief of the existence of a god, he was illogical. He 
may ask others to nrove tlic existence of a god, but 
they may also challenge him to prove the non-exist- 
ence. Tf'hose who logicize in favour of belief, state 
their articles very brielly : *' Do«*s the general system 
of the universe give internal evidence of plan or no 
plan ?" If the answer be in the ailirmative, then the 
existence of tlie plan must premisi; alscvthe existence 
of a planner. This, allowed, opens aliother argu- 
ment ; ^* Does there seem in the race of men a geue- 
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ral and constant tendency to wkti1;« p«^i»ctimi flirt»Tflifc 
all his chaugi'H ? " 'I'hu CRUiuit \v*'U 1m diM)iniVed« 
and the inference mu^t Iiu, that the uatun* of tlw 
planner of th" universe murit be biMu*licent. I appK' 
li;Mldthat JiT.IAN HiBRERT would exijitieuce siiiui? 
dirticnlty in disproving this argument, iwtwitiirtand- 
ing no two witnes««es can be found who cau suy^ 
'• VVe have H»vn god face to fiU'O." Ahmt probably, 
JCUAN illBKEKT, stung 1^' the illiberality and op- 
pressive nature of those who wifld religion as aif 
implement for ketfping down the poor, has h^ea 
driven into the not very mathenmtir«l conclusiuB, 
that two wTon{(« make one right. The religion* 
traders say to him, *' You shall believe, or w^* will 
bait ynu ; " and he replies, ** I am bent thereffnv 
upon disbelieving, and will disbelieve in spite of ytu 
all.'' The fact is, belief or disbelief does not s»>m 
in any way to denend on the will of the individnal, 
but on the peculiarity of his mental organisatira, 
and it i^ possible for a believer to be a much worw 
member of society tlian an unbeliever. A man ma/ 
readily pn)fess a Wief, without examining thij p»- 
misivs, jnst as men profess themselves C/hristiaiWf 
thouifli a true Christian, i.e. a being regulatlug ill 
his thoughts and actions upon tlu; principle of '^Ao 
a* you would be dime by," is scarcely to be met with. 
A cold, pure logician, even if he professes to hAiere 
in the existence of a god, is not therefore necesiwilr 
a IxMievolent man, nor even if he does really beliere< 
Something of an enthuniastic spirit is necessuiy t» 
produce good fruit in the shape of rfligion, and en- 
thusiasm is a matter of temperament. But it » 
quite certain that a man professing to be an Atbart 
nuKY nevei:theless be a moral man, as far as regard 
the transaction of his social duties, and if hclMK ^ 

Eunctilious man in regard to truth, which declaring 
is belief in opposition to public obloquy. Is iii«fdy 
a proof of, it is utterly aosnrd and mischiev<»M t» 
incapacitate huu from giving evidence in a cuwt 
of law. It seems by the rep«>rt, that several of tha 
jury joined in the cry of " Turn him ont," wha 
William M'I'hersox declared his imbelief. lii* 
a proof that they were far less fitted for jurvnienthM 
J L'LI AN H 1 B B K R T was for an evidence. Their con- 
duct was most disgracefiU to them. This bna^ei 
trial by jury seems, in many cases, to be verylilw 
trial by party. Like Charles l*hillips, they would 
rather justice should be left undone, than thatw 
individual personally obnoxious to tiiem shoold b9 
instrumental in doing it. 

Mr. Alderman hrown addressed Mr. Phillbit 
*' The public, Mr. Phillips, owe you much for tbe 
course you have pursued." Mr. Alderman Brtnrti a 
doubtless a liighiy respectable pers<)n : like BA, th* 
idol, ** eating much meat." But the judge, thfW 
corder, sitting in the seat of judgment and uppw*' 
ing the interference of the spectators M'itli thecouiw' 
of jostice, and clapping them on the back ! ** ^ ']* 
good people all, as 1ms been done bv churcli-anr 
king mobs, before now ! You are a * flritish aswem* 
bly,' th«efore show your zeal for tlie supreme beiujf* 
by your want of charity to one of his creature:*. 
Hunt him out of the pale of society as fast »■« !>•*»" 
sible." The recorder had a predecessor who ""''* 
c«iminonly called by the name of **^ Black JucS*- 
He did many things, but none more extraordiu^ 
tluui this. 

[Some remarks upon the forgoing will appear next 
week.— Kl). O.J 
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t0r, )^itti0O)il)s rniaicaUli. 



«IMP«ISONM«NT.(p„,^^,„_ 



UOBE PEBSECI'TION. 
tfPBt, agsnt tnr tki» work in Brialol, 
nolioe tiom biB Chriatiftn iMld- 
^vat bit prcntDt teaidence, for bdhoudc- 
Oradf tu be DU sale in bi» ibop. 
bigotry. CUriiiiuia ! womhipptre 
Mu of ■ ^ or Hsr, the lord of btan 
"meek and lowly," *hu lifomrht a 
Into tbe vroTlil—IIke Unto the inhkbi- 
I, lh« lurd won't hv &ble tu 



W. C. 



lis. BICHABD CAKLILE. 

libi^rt}' will be glad to h 
in grntloman, eo long tind deseTiedl; 
' t bis braiB and mantj adiorac? oF 
id pulabcul freedom, is at tbia limo 
iiynjraiciil oF his health ond facolllei. 
bid the great gTBllRcatba of meetiag 
Iioodon, and from hiia have receiTed 
tbinUa ail lice. 

a hud bomted the Yiaa bad re- 
fau Ulr, bnl I taund bim active aa 
(Muring on Snndaj ereningB ii 
4, npon faia ticna of theologj; and 
m the; are, Ihnt ilhile miinkiod 
h| (be priestB hate natbiug to rejoice 
) ODe mh luppone them rejoicing at 
I totetpretation of their seripmraB, a 
'WUah they are little addicted, 
TsaM, one of the Glonceiiter magis- 
^Miallr boasted to me that, " that 
nw,CAllLl[.E : Hbohadaaedtobein 
Met, vat gincerelj sorry for nhat be 
I,, Mid waa now a humble penitent at 

ncelTed no reply ; bull thoagbtthHt, 
ll^ttiere. it bad taken niite ymri eud 
-" /tarbarom impriaonnient, hesideg 
%f luinoiH oonfimiatiani, aad the 
,_an of his Ktfe and DumerouB ler- 
i)|[|Og him thers. So that Jsiiue hod 
folKUUtiif; boKideB, awful diasounta 
dtdubh^ from the gmSaaesa Hiid 



mercy of Jejna, if that was tie way lie cm- 

Koowing Mr. Carlile to be no ordinar)' 
man. I inspected h* voold show his " Biucere 
Hirrau' for wbnt be had done," lite DDbody 
e\st, Nor waB this conjecture far nrong, ta 
be hat adopted the following curiuua and ts> 
tmnrdinsfy mode g( showing it. 

He has written a letter m Sir R. Peel, 
4tating that be thought the ficndiih pmeileB 
of punisMngmen for what i« called blaBpliemy 
(aliaa, speuhiaf ihelniihof thcelcigj), Him 
abandoned h« unitorlhj a peonle jiiorKitina ii 
particle of enli|{ht«nmenl. Aluo, cn<-l4iiug « 
letter from Mr. SoVthWell, bearing tba 
atanip of his keepers, showing ihal all Ilia 
mrrespondencewiisrefld by them ; ihusprOT- 
log that aot only his body hut hi« niiud I'M it 
imprlaoned by hia clerical opprenaorB. Mf* 
Cnrlile addn, that if iCis IhusiDeDare treatvd 
faiheteindoT opiDionain IS43,be his eetf wilt 
endcaiouT to fumlsk a few more easel of bla^ 
pbemy, to hasten the termination of the sya- 
tem. Instead of flndinK Air. Cnrlile 4 tba 
feet of Jeaiia, I found him posting off to ilie 
feet of the Cheltenham Dnnieis " wol " laleiy 
came to judgment. For he vias i;oiu[ilctLiig 
arrangementa to deliver lecintea in ihiil town 
in explanation ofhis views of the tiihle. He 
Intends to do the same in GloQcealer, and^ 
present at the trial. " 

Mr. Catlile's plan is to give rational in- 
terpretations to the acripiure», and though the 
trouble be takes may bo nmch more than they 
e worth, his cuiious, ingenious, nndproround 
njectures are worthy oC careful considera* 
III, and tu many persons would be Tory 
ceptable. 

It has been a grand object of the pious to 
decry soformidable andpower£al a ihinterand 
actor as Mr. Carlile, and many persons frnin 
whom better things were to hare been ex- 
been sedaced into aiding such 
injnatica. However, this is faat deolining — 
tooutliva all calumny. Die 
when he wiU.hisuohle and useful xwarta will 
follow him." Not as the aamtsfollow 



M th.ii 






name evsr fresh and biiantiful. Beformeraof 
lery grade owe much to Carlile— tor their 
mnr may their regard vvcrbDCommeniurate 

with bis metill &• 3,14. 



THE OEACLE OF EEASON. 



DOGMATISM AND GOD. 

'< Lrt him that thinks he stands, take- heed lest he 
full."— Jew Book. 

Thbologian8| notwithstandiDg their high 
preteuijioBS to all reason, are themneWes 
the most unreaHonable. I do not pretend 
here that they manifest a want of reason in 
their attempts to answer unbelieTcrs with 
dangeons, and remove the scruples of scep- 
tics with handcufiFd — it is always convenient 
to power, to silence objections with brute 
force, and perhaps judicious where argument 
lailrt ; and as my experience at the hands of 
god-wori<hippers convinces me that their pro- 
fession converts them into inhuman wretches, 
stifltis the impulses of humanity, and dries 
up that sympathy for their fellows that by 
some persons and societies is manifested for 
beasts, I am willing to give them credit where 
I can, if only for the employment of cunning 
iu their cruelty, and subtlety in concealing 
tbe hollowness of their pretensions. Upon 
these subjects they are not unreasonable, 
though very dangerous. But when they 
come forth clothed in logic to stigmatise those 
who differ from them in opinion, as unrea- 
sonable, presumptuous, and dogmatic, as is 
their favourite custom, they signally fail. 

•* Oh,*' cries a sage priest, ** you Atheists 
are a dogmatical set of fellows, you deny 
there is a god, but you cannot prove it ; " a 
case is forthwith concluded to be made out, 
and uuthinkinc: persons are soon found to 
reiterate it. When an jndividnal feels cer- 
tainly convinced of the truth of a propo.sition, 
there is propriety in af&rraing it. If priests 
feel so upon the question of the existence ot a 
pod, they are not censurable for the course 
thoy have taken. But it must be borne in 
mind, that any person feeling convinced of 
the opposite question that there is no god, 
acts quite as properly in affirming his position, 
and is so far quite justified in denying that 
which priests have affirmed. Both parties 
should be prepared under these circumstances 
to PROVE their affirmations. Have priests 
done so ? Have they carefully weighed their 
evidences — warily scanned all objections ur- 
ged against their conclusions, and modestly, 
after anxious investigation ojf' apparently in- 
dubitable evidence, made their positive state- 
ment that there is a god f That they have 
not done this is most plain — that they have 
been presumptous is most clear — that they 
are unblushing dogmatisers can easily be 
proved. Why do they offer premiums at the 
eleventh hour for Bridgwater Treatises, to 
bolster up their case ? Why innnndate the 
country with tracts, books, pulpits, and par- 
sons to strengthen their arguments ? Why 
prohibit discussions ? Why shrink from in- 
quiry ? Why put down by policemens' 
truncheons all investigation P Why rest the 
evidence ofgod'a ezisteoce on acts of parlia- 
268 



ment — call on attorney generals to 
and gaolers to carry home convioti 
truth ? These actfl' of theirs ^ ab 
prove that their affirmation is withe 
dation, tiieir assertion without rea 
their own conduct presumptive, wilfi 
and unblushing dogmatism. Perso 
sed to them who deny that there 
and seek to prove it by calm argun 
sober reason beliave more wisely ar 
ally, the presumptive evidence is 
favour, and though failing to prove t 
as strict logic demands, their dogi 
of a milder and more reasonable c 
and free from the fierce and murdei 
sumption of the priests. 

Formerly, pretenders to reason a 

sophy regarded with a jealous eye 

tive assertions, Socrates doubted, 

extent, everything but his own i^ 

Metaphysical philosophers rememb 

the Italians, that "every medal h 

verse," and that to every question 

two sides; it was and is the custoi 

wisest men to speak with modesty 

knowledge, and to make very cautio 

sions to infallibility. But not so wi 

modesty is not their vice, nor c< 

either — proclaiming the erring i 

man on the one hand, and the infal 

their own conclusions on the oil 

employ, as the Cheltenham magis 

to me, the coarsest and rudest ins 

all who see reason to demur to theii 

Some believe that we have at 

deny anything, however absurd : 

have no right to affirm anything, 

reasonable. To apply it to this ti 

Atheist is not to deny because of t' 

tainty of human knowledge, the Tl 

to affirm because of the dubiou 

of all things more or less. This arr 

would do if the Theist is made t( 

it. But as was remarked, page 

Theist must not be allowed to ere 

midable and dangerous an engine a 

and interweave it into the political 

tion of the country, and with it c< 

Atheist in a gaol. To this equal ji 

not consent. 

It seems proper again to repeat 
the Atheist is too well aware of t 
of the question under discussion to 
there is a god, because the pos; 
proof is not with him. His simple 
to state that he sees not sufficient 
believe that there is one. This c< 
once both modest and safe for himselt 
from dogmatism, and respectful to 
entertain an opposite opinion, sine 
that they may see sufficient reason 
the contrary. His practical oh 
convince as many as possible tl 
have always been in error in the 
^ assertioas respecting the existence 



i^t jt it Ptrg probable there 
""'Vina lbs nMB, wfl can euuh 
^..v.t one, and may lie for nil we 
iaMUQahim by tbR mumini>riei xnd 
inBBimlf OBlled religion, nii'l If t 
90i wifli my of thwe iioble tceliiip 



I h men, b« r 
_ig>wt ftum the fier 
blttd hj Chrirtimig 
led protcctiao urhiin 



Bliriuk witb fa 



G. J. H. 



ipfWeding rumarVs werrnot perceited 
ii»ftr 10 the inbjeot of" M.V article in 
nwrck'a Oraeli, until they were ser up j 
It w Ihey Bppeir to plare the luhject of 
Hlofiaal do)iinulleni in ftnollier [irnctirial 
(W of riev, it bu been deemed iiieful to 
trntlhem. W. C] 



18 THEBE NO GOD P 
nUe Enter e/lhe Omcli of Rcaaon, 
'"Ithli iihen occiired to me, at well its 
ier pirtiei aho have given lli<;ir aiCeu- 
M CDDtroverted suljecn, thuc it mun 
i Uke the p>id< to give clenr sad precise 
iOnrn of their terms, there would be 
blmwrangliDE, cariliinf;,aiid diipnting 
il mirld tb>D there i> at preseDl. I n tbe 
l^toriictweek there JB nil article beaded 
amngedi" audeigaed" M.," which, 
'awiat of thi» Deee§vary qiioliflcatian, 
WMmy mind Rn awfully absurd jumbie 
BHiiniiif' ideas, bej^inniiiK from nnreeog- 
jilVpriRdple, and wiodiag up without any 
tOeeaaelaiion. 

' IB with a quotation from 

ther, Barou D'Hoibacb'*} 

n4f Natnre," whiob be places at the 

a»a kind of motto, and 

iStd to hii own motto, he cer- 

'e falleu into the ah- 

hibiled in bis article. 

i tbe idea of a god, be strikeB 

^--- 'riihman aia fiir(a (unit 

Atheists); bitting now 

Kiphic idea of god, wbieh be 

Ue bible idu, then at the bible 

■ jvmbleB with the philuioptiic 

'" a difficult to soy what ob- 



Qhim 



TRHse <ir cRuies, nrhteh takrn la a 
trntt nmy iitrnify a nimilmt of 
iperaline .t workine toxt-llirr Pnn- 
Jointly, Hnd which may bv and me •'■[iivwd 

er." Is this the ilett o( god aguliiij whith 
" M." iiiKintTndiiiK? Let nM»w,''Tli«rcij 
or in n(il a god ''—vary ir-ioil ; of cnunw- no- 
thing cui) be plniiiir. Unt |iray, Mr, ■' M.," 
whnc do ynu mean hert by the wiird gotl? 
Do you mean Jnxgemaul nr the fit HiiaT 
Haw yi>u any dtHnite idea under the term? 
Agliii, '' There /t ur is Hal n mmfbaih/ or n 
tomtthi«'),».nBhinlif or a nol/iiiiji, whn exiili:ii 
brfiirt the Wurlds. There i« ur in «oi an in- 
lelligeut exiBlieiioe, large or small, good or 
had, Incal or univenal, by.wtium sit thing* 

Mb! What idea ia " M." ollackiiiit n(iwf 
Certainly not the idea eontained in hi< nul- 
t<i; eerlainly not the pbiloiopbic idvn uf ^od 
— nF tbe HnAaDTen pouw. No pbilotbphvr 
ever [ujerted that giMl enisled " ie/tre tkr 
wBTl'lt," or thnt "all Ihlngi were mnJe by 
him (out of uothriig), bimjelf immitdK," Mr. 
" M." nest HUB ou with a loiii; etrlnfi of 
" there U or there is not," to "bich [ho reader 
is referred, see p. 350. 

The quesiiou of deaaratraUon on eitlinr 
side is very frankly and very properly glvcu 
up, and the diicussiuu is referred lu the " tiff- 
fkltnt reavm." Auk a Jew, bate you « 
' (uflicient reaaon" fur believing tbal your 
JebovBb,orlordofhD«ra,nhi>yuu*ay drotvued 
EgypCfUDS in (he Red Sua, mid Hulped 
to iniUaacrethe Philiab'aeB,the Ammoa- 
ighhoiirhr au 
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3i at tbe ancient pbiloiopb en, 
rf tha modemir, against which 
iind enbiiujtiuB 
H taha a few speoiniens, be- 
*- tinniug, that is with the 
d gad !(,ror tbe most part, 
nimpenetnthlecanBeorihowl 
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glVBl 

" ■' - 

despised by all the civtlited natiu 
the eaith, at that tims existing? What will 
be the answer of tbe Jew * f courBe that be 
hiu a ''snfficieut reatou " for believing. If 
thelordoDiostsnautd giieUr. " U." a land 
flowing with milk and boney, perbapt ImallO 
would have a "sulBcienI reusoii '' lor heliev- 
iug. To avoid detaile, it may be affirmed 
that If we go round the world, we thall find 
thlt every superstitiouiBC " From Indus to the 
pole,'' has a '■ siifilcieDt reason" (to him] for 
bi^lie ving in tbe kind of god or unhnoBin power 
in whiob he does believe; and by the aame 
rule we ibitll find where we meet with an iio- 
laled caw of an Atheist here and there, he 
likewise will declare that be perceivet (what 
is to him] a sufficient reason for believing 
that there is nn god at all. But if we tuk 
tur demonstracion on either side, we shall be 
at once tiild that tbe world isggverned by an 
" inioenetfAhlH cause, whieh man is not CDUi- 

When adifficu\t(\'KftTOtvV\YBfti«;^M»>sM- 
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ious each party is to throw the burden of 
proof upon their opponents. Mr. ** M." says, 
'Mt is a rule of logie, and a very sensible 
rule, that the onus prohandi, that is, the bur- 
then or weight of proving, rests on those 
who affiriB a proposition. Very true Mr. " M," 
it is a rule of logic, and a very sensible rule 
too ; let us see then how it applies. ** There 
is a god ;'' here is an affirmation, and who- 
ever makes such affirmation is bouud by the 
rules of logic to prove his assertion. But 
here is another proposition equally dogmatic, 
** There is not a god.'* Now the same 
rule of logic which calls upon the Theist to 
prove bis assertion ^* there is a g«Hi," also 
calls upon the Atheist to prove his position, 
" there is not a god.*' Oh ! but I shall be 
told this is not a fair and correct statement 
of the question; the Atheist does not say 
dogmatically or affirmatively '* there is not a 
god." Then I tell you, unless he affirm this 
moch he is not an Atheist, but a sceptic. If 
the Atheist claim the convenient privilege of 
advancing his proposition with a qualifica- 
tion, saying, ** I think, or believe there is no 
god ; iu that case the Theist may claim a 
like privilege, and then the onus probandi 
lies — on neither side — each side may be 
asked for their ** sufficient reasons '* why 
they think or believe so aud so, but neither 
side is bound to prove by the r»les of logic. 
The question, after all, is not so very diffi- 
cult, so far as the general conclusion is con- 
cerned, as some people would fain make it 
appear. Adopting *'M.*s" phraseology, "there 
is or there is not a power which controls 
the general operations of nature ; or there 
are or are not a power or powers operating 
conjointly by which tiie general results de- 
nominated the phenomena of nature are 
etfected." 'I'he real question, so far as it 
may be regarded as a question of mere fact, 
is not whether there be a power or powers 
operating throughout the universe in accor- 
dance with fixed laws or rules of action, d)ut 
the question is, what are thv qualities or at- 
tributes of this power or powers? And this 
question can only be determined by referring 
to the laws or rules by which this power 
operates, so far as these laws or rules come 
under the observation of man. All the pow- 
ers of nature, whether we call them by the 
names of god, attraction, repulsion, affinity, 
or by any other name, have this one chara,c- 
teristic, they are invisible — no man hath seen 
them at any time. Yours, 

'J'. S. Mackintosh, 

THEORY OF REGULAR GRADATION. 

XX. 

r SHALL this week describe the leading cha- 

racteristics of the remat'iniug subdivision of the 

invertebrata, numeJy, the wtoWusca, The 
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shells of th«se animals are remarkable for 
their want of symmetry on the two sidra jof 
the body and their inconstancy in animals 
of similar s'tructure. 7'he shells of the con. 
ohifera (the muscle is an example) nsnallj 
consist of two moveable pieces placed qn the 
exterior of the body, connected by ligament 
and muscle; they have a muscular foot and 
a pair of tentacula. In the cephalopodons 
mollusca ni^e recognise the transition from 
.the external unorganised shells of the iuver- 
tebrata to the internal organised bones of the 
vttrtebrata. The shells are sometimes exteraal,. 
as in the nautilus, and sometimes inteniai, 
as in the sepia. In this complicated class of 
animals we find a near approach to the car* 
tilaginons fishes, in the presence of cranium, 
spinal column, &c., in a rudimentary form. 
*' The greater number of the mollusca beio; 
aquatic, their nerves present the same pale 
and soft characte'rs observed iu the other 
aquatic invertebrates; h^nce the difficulty 
of indicating their particular distributions. 
Here, as in the radiata, the same tendency 
to accumulate nerves around the entrance to 
the alimentary canal prevails, but in thiseaae 
more generally accompanied with gangliflp 
Iu the lowest classes of the division, as the 
tunicata and conchifera, the nervous chords 
are placed beneath the alimentary canal: in ' 
the two next classes, gasteropoda and ptero- 
poda, they are more in the viciiiity of tfee 
stomach ; and in the cephalopoda^ which is 
the last and highest of the division, the ner- 
vous ganlia attain a more elevated position, 
they cease to embrace the oesophagus; and a 
distinct brain, as in the Tertebrata, with na« 
merous symmetrical ganglia along the abdo- 
men, take their place.*' 

This great division tf the anincal king- 
dom living chiefiy on soft food, masticating 
organs are little required by them, hence 
they are often but slightly developed, andia 
some cases wholly absent. But their feed is 
greatly varied and ofk^n coarse, so as to 
require a complicated form of alimentary 
canal, and a high development of glandular 
apparatus. The greater number of tjl)e ani- 
mals which compose this class are aquatic, 
aud enjoy a br9.nchial respiration; some, 
however, breathe by lungs in the air. In the 
ascidias the heart is very simple, consistiBg 
merely of a thin membranous ventricle desti' 
tute of valves. The conchifera have two 
auricles and a ventricle; the gasteropoda 
and pteropoda possess a strong auricle |od 
ventricle provided with valves. In the (^ 
phatopoda there is an aortic heart, and tio 
branchial hearts, or dilatations ; in these ani- 
mals the blood having been csu'ried to tbs 
system by the arteries is returned by lh» 
veins to the branchial fringes; in some U- 
valves, however, a portion of it is sent direct 
\ lo X^ie ^)A^X. vi\iL\\Q\Lt \iassiDg tl^ioagfa 
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orpan. Tn the ^asteropodous | toa^Hwt any or every party, as far as their mcan« 
ollusca th€ rectum passes through ^^•'"I'l «tend, iu destroying the bamcra to man . 

le. 



( circumstance connected with the 
s, that the egjfs on escaping from 
are deposited between tiiro layers 
chial membrane, where they in- 
ze, and undergo incubation. 

VV. C. 



ILL INJURE OUR CAUSE.' 

(Conduded.) 

ons in my last, under this head, were 

a rocimt visit to Briutol, where the cir- 
?onnpcte«l with the starting of the Orade 
t forcibly to my mind by the condncit, or 
pr«'«.sions, of certain parties there dnr- 

Having accompanied Mr. HoLYOAKE 
3ter tu my native place, I suggested the 
of his lecturing in the Hall of Sciimco, 
fty evening, there having been no Social 
e for some time. He stated that he had 
, if it was agn*eable, and gave me leave 

the president, to know his opinion, 
ind received in reply that he "should 
or he had reason to believe they had lost 
of money through not letting tlie hall, 
,ies who wanted such a placi^ in con:»e- 
SOCTIIWELL'S conduct," which had 
sm stink in the nostrils of the respecUthle 
of Bristol. Knowing the character of 
al," I did not waste any time by remon- 
determined to waU until Sunday cven- 
[ knew there would be a tea-meeting, at 
Barter's accounts would be read, and the 
>frioer of the branch be there with the 
Just before, I believe, the tea was served, 
t left, and did not return imtil its con- 
is did not prevent my entering upon the 
de refusal of the hall for a lecture that 
id to my surprise I found that nearly 
» *r, every on(» to whom I spoke, declared 
?ness to hear any one, and for the hall to 

every one. 1 learnt, however, at the 
that they had never expressed such an 
he president, and that he might be truly 
esent their conduct, if not their feelings 

I also discovered, that they were in such 
.t the really liberal*minded could do no- 
the cause of free inquiry, which since 
i death had been miserably burked in 
i former companions being ashamed of 
3iny. I then seriously advised the forma- 
iss of Free 1 nquirers, out of the remnant 
ch, before it was completely scattered ; to 
distinct from the Social body, the mem- 
.y in that society either leaving it or re- 
A they may prefer ; / advised the former, 
I leave the class untrammelled, and en- 
nembers to contribute more liberally to 
ts objects. Thpse would be the distribu- 
jral tracts ; delivery of lectures ; provid- 
le lecture rooms upon the occasion of a 
tr to Holyoake's, in which a lover of truth 
omiinicate his views to those who chose 
o hear him ; and to be^ in/acti ever ready 



freedom and happiness ,-^VITHOUT FEAR OF THE 
roNSEOrENCES. This was the light in whichsome 
of them I knew had looked upon socialism, and I 
hope yet to see them resolve to carry it out. In this 
proceeding I felt myself honest, and fancied my 
conduct honourable ; I had merely expressed my 
opinions anl my wishes, to both my friinids and 
acquaintances, and npcm the arrival of the president 
informed him of my lalwur. He charged me with 
acting nnderhandedly. And why ? Because he was 
not present. What was his presence to me— I had 
to do with principles, not with men? But no 
sooner did ho come, than he staU^d that he wanted 
the attendance of the members oiUy to hear the ac- 
counts, &c., which of ctmrse led to my departure; 
so that, had I neglected the opportunity which 
offered at tea-time, I should have had none, for I 
left the city the next day. Here are a nuubor of 
individuals holding a large hall, capable of acctnn- 
modating between two thousand and three thousand 
persons, making no other use of it than for dancing 
on a Monday evening, or occasionally letting it for 
the same purpose to other parties— and why ? Be- 
caase they cannot, they will tell you, get a lecturer 
—a rational lecturer, one who carries the Jcw-Ikiok 
in one hand and the " Book of the New Moral 
World" in the other, giving you a quotation from 
each alternately. But these parties would fain 
havo you believe they aza^SH-ii^^ui^'^'') lovers of 
truth, the whole truth, ^.n^lSking but the truth ; yet 
when an offer is made for ^Socialist lecturer to ad- 
dress the public in their hall, they say, " He will 
injure the property; he has been prosecuted for 
blasphemy; we must not countenance him; our 
name is bad enough,without having atheism tacked 
to it." Sage regenerators of the human race ! Were 
the Socialists ^r*< denounced as Atheists upon the 
appearance of the Oracle ? No I Years before that 
time, when Robert Owen made lus celebrated decla- 
ration that "all the religions in the world were 
founded in error," they were rightly judged to be 
such; for all the religions in the world rest upon 
a belief in a god or gods, as a drst principle. But 
what if the two circumstances were contemporane- 



ous, viz. : the appearance of the Orade and the de- 
nunciation of the Socialists as Atheists ? Am I or 
others to hold our peace, and suffer those to whose 
welfare and happiness we hiive devoted ourselves, 
to remain in the dark, with respect to an important 
fact, viz. —that there are as many probabilities in favor 
of atheism as there are in favor of goddism ; one 
which well understood would speedily remove their 
misery — are we to remain supine, and hold our 
peace, lest we might injure a party who could not 
go so far as we did ? What if we were the cause of 
their utter annihilation, if, in addition to establish- 
ing their economical views we likewise destroyed 
the very foundation of superstition and removed the 
cause of an immense amount of mLs«ry and degrada- 
tion ? What would the destruction of a party be to 
the happiness of a state ? We were prepared to take 
the consequences of our movement, we have met 
them imilinchingly, and glorious have been the 
results ! 
No sooner did the Orocft? appear, than mimbera of 

\ the Sociail\»\A (,ot w c!iXitt\Qu<i«;V>^^^'^^'**®^ 
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tKi^)u«*lveA in makin^c it c!>>ar, without b»in({ a-xkcil, 
tV.»l Jh»'y iliil not tt^n»e \rif!» Sontliwi'U and me; 
HTiil MTon* CDiitiimull y (lopluriiii; that wo should have 
c:):ni'out A«>, b.!Ciiiise we hIi nild injure the brunch 
n'J'l tlu» canst* ; und tUoy wi-h-Ml .Mr. S. had done it 
in any otlior town but ih.irs. Tlmir tiJrror was gu 
gr.-ut, tUnt it wa.-« ren^mniundi'd by the council to 
t^ii> }i»ti» 'jirp^ident, to Tot[\wit me to r»*.<lgn niy office 
oV **^^up'*^in^endeutn^C?l:lH■:tM,"U•.^t I niijjht injure 
tlu'iu by the dirtrteminatiou of my doctrin->.4. ( >f thiit I 
wait ini'ormed by one of the niembiT.i (I could not 
attend niyji^r that evf^iiing^, and, tu >q)aTe my friend 
tUi' uap]easant:u>iu, I red^'n.'d, by note, my ollico, 
and ivitlidn>w ut the same time from the society. 
On the Sunday evening following MrM-Chuppellifmith 
wa-H r(H|uu;ited to explain— in cousoqueuce of a miH- 
ciiuctiptiun of what Southwell had Haid on the 
jureviouH Sunday-^that ho had realli/ left the body, 
Mid that his opinions were his own private ouim ; 
this wai done at the end of her lectiire, t) a crowded 
hiiU. \Vh<*u she had concluded, I rose and expluuied 
tliat, in consequence of the active part I had taken 
in the proceedings of tlie Social body in Bristol, I 
deemed it as well to &tato that I likewise had left 
tht^u, and intended to devote myself to the support 
and dissemination of the views I entertained con- 
juiutly with Mr. S. When the audience were gone, 
8. and I were charged with a desire to break up the 
Ittuneh, and with a wish to injure the cause. To 
this I n.>plied, as I do uow, if any caufte would bo 
iujured by my condui^ it would argue a rottenness 
which it were meritom|pi to destroy rather than to 
conserve, and that they ought not to be in a i)osition 
to be iiyured by me or a»y one else.* Their weak- 
ness was their disgrace. That cause, the cause 
which they assumed to represent, which had with- 
atood the united assaults of all the bigotv and vil- 
lains iu the country, and had obtained a footiug in 
*>ciety by the honesty and intrepidity of its advo- 
e«.t(\j — was endangered by two of its b<'dy avowing 
tlxeuiselves as Atheists, and by calling iipon all who 
liiou^ht with them to lend tluin a hand in destroy- 
ii^ the laws which denied the holders of such opi- 
u'ons the liberty of expressing Ihom ! Monstrous 
tiJoctruK? * Olio right principle hurt anotlier ? Does 
?w>t a.)ciali-im euibrace all knttwn truths ; and are 
ttot its econoinitjs bas-.'d upt)n justice ? Csm truth be 
axmihiluted, and ju-^tice be proved to be a chimera? 
IC tULs cannot be done — what has socialism to fear? 
N«> powvr in the univere can sliake her, she is invul- 
uerablo ! 

It has been very generally disseminated, tliat the 
Oracle party wisli the Socialists to declare them.^eives 
JVtheists. Never was there a grosser imposture. The 
J^)«ial body has uothbig to do with theories, especi- 
ally the^dogical theories, as a society, but simply 
with facts ; but at the same time it did profess to be 
a b<Mly of free inquirers — advi;cates for the imlimited 
freedom of expression ; and for the investigation of 
every subject likely to promote the happiness of man 
and remove ignorance. Yet these very men were 
th» first to deuonnci! the Oracle party, us *' men who 
weut t;»o far, and who wished to make men Ath-^ists, 
HH'i nothing el-ic." Where they obtained this latter 
information, 1 know not ; myself and every on;* cim- 

• See " Philo Publicola," at the h^'giimiug of this 
aMwle in laafc week's Oracle. 
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necti'd with the papcY being lealonn adroratcucf (h» 
orijiiutl Social prhifdples, though perhaps not of the 
recent moditicatioii. If the Atheist be n^ht in tha 
advocacy of his views, and socialism be injond 
thereby, the latter must be wrong ; if tlte .\theiat bf 
wrong, and the Socialist right (and 1 know thelatfar 
and bidieve the former to be the ca>«e), what hai 
socialism to fear ? The cause of socialism, as I han 
before said, could not be injured by jne or any mu 
breathirig ; but the false position taken by the adn* 
cnles of the system might be iujured or destrojd. 
Th-y have undenakeu liabilities not warranted if 
their strength, and encountered a storm thpy wen 
not prepared for, and uow tremble at the slightot 
appearance of danger, which to their aflnghtede7«i 
is visiljle in i:very movement which does not eoad' 
liate those in power and dovetaU in with their pR^ 
judices. Those loudest in their dennnciatioiM of 
our policy were tlxose most active in getting into 
trouble. I , with others, opposed the step as long h 
we coiUd, having no co;ilidence in the majoiitf ti 
the members ; but when it was ts^keu we woriBrf 
hardest and grumbled least. 

Header, if you have forgotten it, look a^ain, at fl» 
article in last week's Number ; are not the argoiuenti 
and principles there laid down, illustrated by tts 
example I have hare given ? In all that I have nid. 
I have " nothing extenuated, nor set down aogfatii 
malice," but have here delivered a *' plain vaa» 
nlshcd tale." W. C. 



' 'N./X,.^N.*\^V^Wyv ' 



PANTHEISM IN PRUSSIA. 
"What's in a name?" 
I MUST premise my present commmucati<m bf 
saying, that I consider pantheism and atheism tf^ 
nouimous, still the former name is posiUoe^ whiUt 
the latter implies more of a negation. However tUi 
may be, a party has lately sprung up in PnuMiii 
which shows that Germans know something beodn 
talking. This party call themselves the ¥r9e(Vk 
Freyen), and proclaim the following axioms. Th» 
ideas lately broached by Uennan philosophers, Hegd, 
Strauss, etc, have demonstrated, that the now e&* 
isting crude ideas of the church and churchmen aie 
incomj/utibltf (!) with reason and every sound indos- 
tion. To remain any longer within the pale of du 
church, and thus to recognise the truth of her te< 
nets, would be (tlie Free say) hypocrisy and dissiffliip 
lation. Of this they will not be guilty. They will, 
in the first instanc, not perform any of the eew- 
monies imposed by the church, except such as ait 
politically imperative, say, baptism andmatrimooj. 
Some of the members propose to go even furdieri 
and to sec4;de altogether from the church in all aal 
every respect. But the question has bt eu muted, 
whether the state will not interfere with such det» 
mined action. But even for this, our worthy neijd>* 
bours arc fully prepared. " Kxpatriutiun "—is thi« 
to be their lot, and the United States to be, also is 
tliis case, tha receptacleiof this new tendency of oW 
age ? ti'herecer we looky it cannot U doubti^if (W* 
rieic era of human affairs is approaching. 

A German Pantheist. 
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THE ORACLE OP REASON, 

REVIEW. notions upon iiff by law; hi? does wcllto 

tv the sbapc of a pamphlet, and fnr the doiiounce the tyranny of relij^ion, and to 

torieeof a penny, has just been published by assume, that if god hiu< honesty, humaniiy^ 

France, of Newcastle Upon-Tyne, a spopch or noblenL'Tss, he must spurn ihe paltry pn?- 

by Mr. Larkin, on the sabbath question, (le- tuue*'H, rranliuK adulation, and inliumaii 

Hvered to a set of those morbid, melancbo1y« pnicticos his aiTvanis exhibit. So fur he 

mdtelfishmqji called Christians. Itapptars does vi-ell. lint how does Mr. Larkiii know 

that at a meeting of the Central Exchange that p)d *'iviil have no service but the ser- 

News-room a motion was made to c]o>-f* it vice of the free," while he drag's a whole 

on the Sunday. Mr. Larkin, in opposition family of hi'« ereaturo*, as in the case of Mr. 

to it, among other warm remarks, spoke as and Mrs. Adams and infant in Chelrenhani, 

follows: — "I regard a motion of this kind as to a modern inquisition, because they did 

doubly offensive — offensive from the arrogant not " render the service of slaves?" Hovr 

pride of its pharisaism-— offensive from the does he know that '* god is insulted with lip 

lOBolent tone of its implied censure. 1 tell service, and mocked with knee houur/e/' 

you, gentlemen, your ceufcure is impertinence, while he permits his servants to drag me to 

tad your interference with our occupations a loathsome dungeon becan<«e I did noC 

•o t Sunday is tyranny mingled with impu- offer the "service " of despicable hypi>crisy ? 

4ence. You have no right to compel me, I once thought the god of the Christians 

who dissent from your views, to spend the was noble and generous, but Christian men 

Banday according to jrour ideas of holiness, have lately taught me better. What diie» 

•ad your fashions of sabbatical observance. ^Ir, L, know more of god than lineal de* 

Why eannot you be concent with being holy cendants from the apostles, or at least, self- 

ymindllDes (hear, hear) without forcing me to styled successors all filled with the holy • 

9doptfBVLr legal and ceremonial afiection of ghost? What dotis he know more than any 

sanctity ? What right have you to take else ? The fact is, nobody knows anything 

yoar pail of whitening and your whitening of him, and it is most unfortunate any outi 

fcmsh and whitewash me into a spectre of ever attempted it. Every enormity is coin- 

boliness? (Laughter.) What right have mitted by those in power in the name of god* 

50U to whitewash us into as nice and clean- Would it not be better to let all reasoning 

Io9kiug sepulchres of sanctity as yourselves? against the injustice and tyranny of reli« 

]i protest against your right to drive me into gion, rest on moral, indepeudent, and nobler 

■metimony — to compel me to wear a white ground than mere goddism ? G. J. H. 

«ravat, a black coat, and a long face. ^~^. -^2 

CfiUighter.) Of what advantage would sue- _ ' _ . n u 

L.be to you, supporing that you could , Intellectual Locomotion. - Pub- 

neteed iu .hatting up ihe room ou the \]? institutions and philosophical .yston*. 

bandar ? Would the exclusion of the mi- l'"'" '''"'"»? carnages, should be well adapted 

Crity make them one whit holier than be- *? ^^ .«>ro"gh the world Jl>^f ;'|c^W 

*._ V ,u „, u«»..A c««rx«e;»orfK«f .«v,;«« alvTavs bc lu advancc of the plodding wag- 
mer (Hear, near.) supposing tbat whips, -. , ... n^i,^^„„ :„ *i,.S- 

..^ . '^ ^ • ,. ons of nloddms: men. 1 he van is tlieir 

.nd thongs, and scourges, were put into your ""° "* r' """ *? ,? ' „, n«n.«* *•«.. +u«w. 

-J fi s. J «.t uj proper place not the rear. Better for them 

hands: that you drove us to church, and [" ^f "" r . "■ 

J, , f J VI r 4U 1. to be couriers or scouts, than baggage vk'tig- 

eompelled us to pray and warble forth hymns - „,, . , \ >„i,*i„ u.;;if ™ 

. j*^ , u .. 1 1 1 *u: ^^ A o»8. 1 hey cannot he too lightly built, nor 

•nd psalms; what else would this compelled ^ ., -^ ., .5^ „ j u:*V^-*^ 

r, u '-.... . 14. „ J VK - 1- - too easily run over the ground. Hitherto 

WTOtion be but to insult god with a lip ser- ., , • , 1 j j -.u *i> 1 «j «#• -^ 

^. " , , . .^. ®, u _ J I they have been loaded with the lead of ex- 
W«,and mock him with a knee homage? n ^ ^^^^ i„ ,„; ^ 

jMidon to tyranny to man yon would be V grappling irons round ever/ post, 

IBlt, of impiety to god! God will accept ^^^ demanded the labour ot after ^Is » 

«iao Krvice but that which is willing; and dj^^ntanisle and hrlp them on. When shall 

•K heartfelt burst of prayer and penitence ^^^ ^^j^; ^^^^^ ,^5^^, ^^^^^^ p 
J wy moment is worth all the sabbaths and ^ ,jj^^^, ^^^„^^^^i„„ ,„,„ ,he German of a 

aithesacnficesofall the seniles andphari j „;„„>, bin, for repairs in a church in Bo- 

1H» 10 toe world. (Loud cheers.) God I ^ . , * *^ 

hwhes the religion you would compel. He * .. „ , , as* 

ten. with aversion from the adoration of KjSgTdTn^^enU.^t-Ho.VGhJ.t o'-f ' 

•ives. He will have no service but the ^o^ repairing the Virgin IVJury, before and 
^rice of the free. (Cheers.) I stand forth bchiud, and making her a new child ..56 

fttn on this occasion to raise my voice For tuniinsc a nose for the Devil, putting a 
i-ij . ^ ^L* * r !• • 1 horn upon his head, and glueing a piece 
•okly against this tyranny of religion. I to his tail ...... 7. ......-* <> 

[••lid here to denounce this presumptuous 

'^rferencc between man and his creator.*' Star of tlie East. 10 

Mr. L. does well thws to lash men who. The scene of Christianity has been always 

«0t content with damning us hereafter, do it a scene of dissension, of hatred, of persecution, 

*ko on earth; by forcing their miserable and of blood, —BolingbToU^ 

ae3 






THE ORACLE OF REASON. 



When thou makest a dinner or snpper, 
call not thy friends, nor thy rich neighbours; 
call the poor, the maimed, the lame, and the 
blind (Luke 14). Aye! catch 'em at it! 
A pretty rig ! to see all the beggars in Lam- 
beth sittiuf! nose to nose with bis grace of 
Canterbury, forsooth ! 

A Mexican chief, when bound to a stake, 
was asked by a Catholic priest, if he believed 
in the Christian religion ; " No, I do net,*' 
was the answer. " Don't ^ou wish to go to 
heaven?" said the priest. "Are there any 
Christians there? " inquired the chief. " Oh, 
yes, the place is full of them,'' said the priest. 
'^ Then 1 had rather go to hell, than have any 
more of their company,*' was the reply.— The 
Mexican was right in his choice, I almost 
envy him his taste ; for as the Christians have 
been such bad members of society in this 
world, we reasonably infer that they will be 
so in the next. When a Christian speaks to 
•me of heaven, I say, what are people to have 
there, the question almost strikes them dumb, 
and then they quote the Jew Duok, *' Eye 
bath not seen, nor ear heard, nor hath it en- 
tered into the heart of man to conceive the 
things which god hath prepared for those who 
love him." Rare answer this, Ezekiel'sfood, 
to wit I Rare answer this, to pay £20,000,000 
per annum for! J. C. F. 

- - - - ~ — 

RIDDLKS FOR THK KKLIGIOUS. 
Continued from Oracle No. 25. 

Of nature y too, what thmkeat thou, was this thy 

nuikm-^s scheme. 
Or, wanting tvlIo from ffod wouldn't fear, the weight 

should kick the beam ? 

Sming each thing within it^cU in/ierent law retains, 
Why netid a maker's law to Hay, *' part gone, the 
Icds remaiua?'' 

Were it not part of luiture's law cohersives should 

cohere. 
How had thy boasted world been made to last one 

short-lived year ? G. A . 



W. Brook, Mancherter.— *ffr. SourmTBLt^ 
in reply to hia inqoiry, says, 'with r^wrd to Mr. 
Broolc — ^* I have not received his nute. Tbe 
Gntirdians rt^ularly come to hand. Convey my 
thanks to him, if you find opportunity." G.J.H. 

Kemarkrt upon '•'' Hissing an Atheist " next week. 

T. H. W. declined. 

~ • — '*' 



ttl^ NOTICK. — C^)pi^'^^ of thru work sent by post 
to auyp.irts wii;'r.' t hoy cannot be otherwise ob- 
tained, sit tb.i rat' ot" TIIRKK for FOl'RPEXCE. 
Post-olhce sf:iin]).> fi>r one month or three, with 
directions, ad(lr<'s-!j*il to the liditor, No. IS, Holy- 
well-atreet, Strand, Loudon, will receive attention. 

NOTICE TO COKllKSPONDENTS. 

J. MCULLOCii, Brighton.— Our warm and 
excellent friend is informed his communication, if 
possible, will not be over-looked. The number of 
determined friends in all parts of the coxmtry, the 
present prosecutions have awakened, promise well 
for human redemption. It would be easy to fdl 
several Oracles^ weekly, and not cxhaiut all the 
cheering sentiments that come to hand. I iiite;id 
to study Rbenezcr Elliott, to acquire condensation, 
to give the pith and marrow of all until other or 
enlargedi means can be made available for their pub- 
Jicatioo, which promises to be the case shortly. 

G.J.H. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

For the Defence of Messrs. Southie€Uf HofyoakSf ^. 

E. P., London -.^5 

W. W. Cobham .. .* .. .. .. .. 10 

W.J. Cobham 5 

JohnHaxton.. .. 2 ft 

Frieudu to Free InqTury, Yorkshire, city. . 10 
London. M. Ryall, Gen. Sec. 

Particulars of the sum forwarded by Air. Watt0, m 

per last no.: — 
Collected at Hall of Science . . .. < lOj. Od. 
" Hyde .. .. .. .. 4 

Tristram Shandy 1 

A few Friends to Free In. per T. S. 16 8 
Robt.Tamplin 1 0-112 8 



Birming., Mr. Wright, Is., Mr.Padham, l8.J^ 2 9 
Preston, per Mr. Drummond .. .. ..t&I 

Rochdale Hall of Science, per Mr. Fam .,150 
Congleton SocialIn.,pcrMr.Burslam .. 5^ 
Nottingham Branch, per John Daviei» «. 15 
A Few Friends near Northampton, sub.card 5 

SHEFFIELD, PER O. JULIAN IIABNET, 
From June 23 to July 25. 

Mr. Hodgkinson ^0 2 » 

Messrs. Crow and Tyrrell, Leicetjter .. 2 • 
Mr. Joshua Hobson, Leeds.. .,- .« ., 10 9 

Fire Friends 010 

A few Friends to Religious Freedom, Lei- 
cester • ,,051 

Proceeds of a Festival held at the Hall of 
Science, Sheffield, July 5, 1842 .. .. 100 

Mr. Hodgkinson • .. Oil 

Mr. H. Case, subscription card.. ;*• •- 3 4 

A Friend, per Mr. Case 020 

Mr. Steven.son, subscription card . . ..027 

Birmingham. E. NiCElOLLS, Proo. &r. 

All persons havii^ cards filled, or partly fille^ 
are particularly requested to forward them unmedi' 
ately to the Secretary. 

HOLYOJVKE'S TRIAL. 

On Saturday, Augx^t 27, in conjunction wi&tht 
Oracle J but so as to bo separated and bound Tip ^ 
itself, will be published the First Number of G. !• 
HOLYOAKK'S TRIAL, at Gloucester, for BLAS-j 
PHKMY. Specially Reported. Price Id. 

Now Publishing y in Numbers, at 1 Jd. each, 

THE JUSTLY CELEBRATED 

YAHOO! 

Printed and Published by G. J. HOLYOAKE, No-ftJ 
Holy\**eU-stre(?t, Strand, London, and S<^ \jm-\ 
Liberal Booksellors. Asent for Bnstol, J.CliMMlf 
News Agent, Narrow Wine-street; Macdeafta^ 
Mr. Roche, Hall of Science ; Bamsley, Mr. Thos. " 
Lingard, New-street; Preston, Jas. DramnmBBy' 
112, Friar-gate. 

^"CQct^^ ^ ^uly 30, 1842. 



THE 



ORACLE OF R 




"FAITH'S EMPIRE IS THE WORLD; ITS MONARCH, GOD; ITS MINISTERS, THE PRIESTS; 

ITS SLAVES, THE PEOPLE." 



" /*-rw^N^ ^•^. ^Xtf^^^^Vw 



v« Qo 1 EDITED FOR CHARLKS SOUTH WRLL, DriUNG HIS IMPRISONMKNT, ,„ 

«0- 33.] jjV G. JACOB flOLVOAKK. [PRICE 1d. 
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DEBATES IN PARLIAMENT ON 
THE PENDING PROSECUTION 
FOR BLASPHEMY. 

' *• There ia a rabble amongst tho prntiy an well an the 
cninmonal ty ; asortof plt*bi'i!inliftndH,wh()8efancy 
mnvoa with thu siailic wheol an thc'c ; iiion iu tho 
name level with mt^chnnicH, though their furtunes 

J, « doflomewhatgildthoirinlinuitles, and their puTiU'ti 
compotuid for thoir foil ieB."— Sir T. BROWN. 

If in this extract is written " men below the 
fcvel of mechanics," Sir T. Brown may he 
•appa^ed to he speaking of my Christian 
fiiends, the Cheltenham Daniels. 

I was in thft House of Commons on Mon- 
day nipht, July IS, when Mr. E')ebuck, ftie 
member for Bath, asked the secretary for the 
Iwme department for the corronpondence rela- 
tive to the ** improper committal of a person 
named Holyoake, in Cheltenham." Sir Tas. 
. Graham owned that ^^ surioiis irrcqnlarilies 
had been committed by the Cheltenham ma- 
' gutrates, and be had expressed his opinion 
. to them to that effect." But he dfcliued to 
\ ibniish the correspondence required, " as Icijnl 
^fnceedin^s miijht arise, out of what had oc- 
' cnrred." Now if these magistrates could not 
i without " serious irregularity " administer the 
I hnr lyinj? on the table before them, arc they 
not much more likely to commit " serious ir- 
; ftgolari'ies '* with regard to the defence of 
{tod, whom I presume did not lie upon their 
tebles, at least I did not see him if he did, 
\ Wr was he ob-ervable anywhere else in the 
'^ce, unl»4«s the fiendjsm of Bubb and the 
iench wert? evidences of his presence. Then 
yhy not produce the correspondence ? When 
fte servants of the public conrort a court of 
Justice into an inquisition, and instruct po- 
i'eenien t<i act the part of SjHinisIi familiars 
Of cursrd memory, to drag people secretly, 
Slid withont warrant, in the dead of night to 
Oatbsome dungeons, why sliould parliament, 
^ho boasts the freedom and virtues of the 
British constitiition, refuse tlie jjublic the 
IQADS of correcting such atrocious prcceed- 
ig9 ? No jinswer can be given but that it 
1 the grenJns of Christianity so to act when a 
mine public opinion permits, and for certain 
ate rea.sons its enormitits nm>cbe winked at. 
On the Thursday ni^^ht, rho Hon. Mr. 
ra^en JBerkeley rose iu the house ou behalf 
S65 



of the magistrates, with the \iew of relieving 
them from the ** imputation which the ex- 
pression * serious irregularities * had cast upon 
them." He sought to justify his attempt by 
a sophistical reference to the 2nd and 3rd of 
Vic, the 3rd sec. of which act, he argned, gavo 
tho magistrates in petty sessions dissembled 
no control over the consrabU-H in the discharge 
of their duties. Sir James Graham soon ex- 
posed this fallacy by ns^erting that his 
" observations more properly applied to the 
capture of Holyoako and the unnecessary 
harshness used in his conveyanne from the 
magistrates' ofRce." Mr. JJerkcley made no 
attempt to deny anything, only to shift tho 
blaiuQ t') the constables. He also bore "his 
testimony to the high character for honor! 
UPRiouTNESS ! ! and J USTICP: ! ! ! which 
so eminently distinguished the throe gentle- 
men who adjudicated in my case." Those 
f/enflemen were Messrs. Capper and Orerbury 
and the Rev. Mr. Newall ; whatever their 
character was, I am sure that now it is any- 
thing but enviable, and Mr. Berkeley will 
never succeed in wiping away the stigma 
their treatment of me has attached to it. I 
suppose it was honourable to send me to gaol 
because I did not, after lecturing on sincerity 
conclude with an act of hypocrisy ; and after 
recommending truth round iny period with 
lies. It was uprif/htnesSj peradrentnre, to 
receive evidence against nje on the belief K)i 
the witnesses, and reject my bail because they 
did not do more than believe concerning their 
property. It was justice in the Rev. ;Mr. 
Newall to declare that they could have no 
quibbling in court, while he was committing 
me to gaol because I did not quibble and lie 
too, in a lecture room. It was creditable in 
them to tell me, as Capper oid, that I was 
unfit to be argued with, since I did not en- 
tertain the crotchety notion of god they held. 
Such a speech half a century ago woiild have 
ended in my being torn into pieces ; and had 
the populace in the court been haii' as brutally 
bigotted as the bench, I J^hould have been so 
then. If these things, Mr. Craven Berkeley, 
constitute that conduct you onll honourable, 
upright, and just, you must rti'er exclusively 
to the magistrates as Chrisfiiius^ for no coHo- 
duct could \)e more A\s^\3.v;<iv\\\ vvi'C^^^\sv a?» wt-w , 



The oracle of reason. 



MemtB. Cnopcr aiiiJ Jonfs, Rrrewljf misrepre- 
imtert tn iSir James Graham lh« factf "f a 

gaol. Tbu3 un nieana hate beta left imUied 
to prevent me obt»iiiin(< jn-lice in any wnj, 
I diipalfhmt lo Sir J. Owham correetiODn of 
the iniHTtrprtigentationa to him. ati<l aba a i 
letter to tha editor of the Cheiltithnm Free 
Pren, and 'Ince i Is appeoJBnce the Kxaminer, 
a paper that viith peculinr Christian kinduesii 
cXaannA me with Francis, the regicide^ has 
ndmitted that if my gtatementi nre true, 
"the mafriBtr.itea greatly overstepptd their 
dot)-," How Hnelj eoDtrantii with Buhh, 
"boobies," an^parliamentary panepyristi" oT 
Christian infainit«, the decided, UHeful, aud 
manly tone of Che MJFeUom :— 

Wu balleTe that the petmu who set Wimpljeiiij 
piShtumttwiH K>^iigi ree^m m gnat dehl ton mof h ui 

— ' (tarn ttmm iihm( apponeil tii Umr K- 

luct. Thaf sntaM to te Betii«i;il tv/ 

Bigtlrwi, ud thiu not nnlf ehI ujbbi- 

---" — ^■- — ^^IhHBthewmklE-nihHlFil 

n flw pnUie gmmill;, 

■onuMonitluB wtilnhu 



AROrMENT "A POSTEBlORl," 
KOB THK BXISTK.NCB OK OOD. 

Wb are really anrprised, not to any shockrf, 
at the wiehednenn of (he present age. Hen 
are aetoally found to denj the eiintence of » 
penional inteliigent deitj. To oarselrea there 
iiinotruthplainer,andwe are inclined eqoiliy 
to condemn the leetnrer, with two hundred (eel 
of diagram to prove it, and his emplojera A 
Dlahops of Chester and Nonvich, nitb It 
Atheist himself. The very fact nf tbeir en 
ploying a man to prove it, shows that tlej 
thi-innelveH consider it a debnleabie point, 
nndperbap' we should not be far wrong if we 
were (o say that they donbt it^ truth ; 
■ntc, they either want confidence in IhepwK 
willofgodto ' '■ 



god hi 



hnwenr Tils Unt aetioD luay in tlMir lie eoBudeied. 
^nilMmmldUke (opntanniil triflilri. Weaie 
aaibitiiina tn Iwld np fvoweiitOTj of liLiupheiu^ in 
tbi-ir tTin) uluN, at nudHMmifb ntiniiiiw a nuui Iw- 
cantc lie •I'luDHthiw.hi n7t with th,S rulipl.iiM fuel- 
1 1^:1, aai iMautu liK IK ntriiliift to tn niter iithn-nuil 
ttut they nill not sympiiUiiw wiUi them eitker.* 

Thin in precnwly aa it should be, and 
fieriieeutors ou^t be so understood and enfi- 
mated. The followinf remarks from tlie pen of 
the editor, upon the words which gateriBe to 
the preiwnt prosecution, breathe a health)' 
and refrenbiDg moral tone, belonging rather 
to the days of lleguluK and EpaininoiidaH 
than to the nineteenth century. 

We canniit refrsui from flayinK, thi 
neeaiiar eirCLiiunlunci-A, Mr. Hi>lyoBlu: 
til rlubdivf in B gml lu ' ' 

HHkil other ttnn » Hi — j, — 

kave cuntlnniiil hriBMt. Iti>lrni!,boiFwiHi1adicd. 
** J>i Jim believe iu a nid ? " but a nueittiiin wad uiil 
tohimwbiehaHnBiiidLldbelier innauil, and ruul 
b„nni i,.siiiut u nnni hin dinbeller, li" '" ' 

**"* "-Tmitter ni a iiv ; i 

(tognuiod by an hi! 

raliliuunn. In Hrgiriu^tAmn.ve would not expreJ 
r nTDipiithT wluiteviir vltli Mr. llulj'oslie'ii athc 
1 , w» am miMrfr eoncn — '' — -" — "-* '* — 

\1* UMinulll-'u Tlllht 



U!ZT 



, lb., 

I employmen 



]tof John flrindtfjt* 

__._; it he lacks thewill, 

rork OS lutnist John, being oppoK* 
, of god, 1) the wort of the del ' 



rath of the ( 



so long been told Ihalitiis 
ion, that they seldom briil 
to the discussion. We »aj tLi 
<fl and providence ef god 



> doubt i1 



ociely.vi. 



rkil 



you please, that 
[hat tbe blunder! 
Iti present ai 



;^?:v?SSS=&M't'f!,,IK."KSl?"; '"^ ''»; '",'■ 



diotcy I Look ai 

'■ ■ ■ try to eompreLiaiB 

on may snppoae, it 
at first simple, uA 
I have brought it la 
its present aoomalouB position i yonmayrM- 
nan to try to prove it, but you have no flcUj 
and all is ennpositions nhen you have dns. 
You vrill perhaps tell ns society is not hap^, 
and point to the diSerent sects and parties in- 
to which we are divided i you wilt ahow|« 
nation at war with nation, and people qnir- 

relling with people, t " ~^ 

made for strife ; you may point to lbs reip- 
ing monarch, trembling for her life, nc 
n-.ove abroad without fear of asAossinotiiB, 
tbe condemned culprit about tohema'- 



ij^ainst the law ; totbe richtollingin 
pining in idlenes.', sloth, and disease 
the poor toiling for dirty water, ut 



< hit doty, ir It lie lb.' ilr 
" liud ngBiniit hiri bwt," andlieil tannin mankbiil 

The odd fellows, with un organ breatbin) 
such lofty and noble aentimentH, may consider nrovine e 
themselves lucky ftllow,. A few lines in the I lag all tb, 
spirit of tbe last extract are worth volumes of i of a god 
that cold and heartless expediency now so | jionce fo 
fBBhion^Ie. A pai>er to which reference has | ^a tbe t 

often been made in this, of much higher pre- I niy ways j .,-j,- 

tenaions to moraliaing the world than the (hid above yonr thoughts ; '" how , 
FeUaw, doea net, in twelve months pronounoa I to understand the ways of god i 
sucAeerin/tSfuIogyonunqualifiedttnthagthat I unjer ' ' ■ • ■ 

amveyed in ftie quotation made, ^^ •' ■•■• 



see 



*3fOdd F,Hlar, July 23 



■ thatUn, 



I miserable, and ask if we can, i 
<e anomalies, advocate the eiiste 
Theae are the very things to. 
theproof; for we know that "^jk 
HviinK arp aliove the earth, »»« 
ays and my diongkN 



id and appreeii 









THE OBACLE OF REASON. 

t ftw u« to know that "god hath imljiii b. nj'llul Mr. HdItiwIi* !> irnoBiSU* 

he rcciiA ihin^, ot the work, to o.,o. h«';.';r^'i:Efl£Jirjr"!::^^^"K 

"^Zlit'X'^fyTZt,^ «-"- feww„*..i„c«th.«dF:„rorth..bcv,. 

« Dot h.lh KOd ehiBo to bring to '" ""•"""' '"'' "tS" pupen. .nw!« «>me re- 

ho thiDB. whi^ch .re." Wo o«n on- "■"^'"P"" "'■ H.-. armt Q.,d .mi.rr«>n. 

. «hit we coll Koodne*. well eonogh, """' •ofl""-pt'-"'yi ' 

it U the woy of man, and i. oool! ""P™""^ }^ 

weeaDno(underi.(ii!idwh«lwetmn f* "" ?P"',":-\,.- rV ;"" V"""" " "" 

»usr it » of f!.xl, an J we know uot it. bigott^d in li«i di.fe.h^f bj h,. oppo,.«,>t« -««. 

. Weh:..eno;.i-h t..d«i,tl.r«. ■" ">.., M,=f. To th.,Ur. H.. ... . lelt«to 

iferil we know thiit-wetv in wicked "eKditfir. olijwi.; and iheahovei«wili««d 

.ral.le and we k.mw that ii«"~ •"""" "■' '^'='"'' "' ■""'? "*■ ""^" l^ "tad 

« oomplicat^I »»d auomaloDi; ™ «';■ (^''w™! »'■■/«>' opi»i<>™.'' ,^ 

mi twined, thai Ihe hint of jnh-ilect. , ^""^ <■'".""'"' ^h" ^•"'"'^ il"9"'^ 'PP'^' 

Dravel the n.jSterr, and thin in our '"™'-'° «'■ «l'l'"<"w "' *''- 

Id for the eKi»U.nw of deitj- ; that it "" "" 

[(Bire the Inirenuity nnd fortthuuirlit ',-■«.,, , , . 
to dmipi., i.lan,i.neciite,and keep it. '. ■**! P..*!'v. *^ " ?^ ! ^^ " 
Jaacha hell ux wehaTK upoiKiarlb ! 
--ivtnpt to improve; all his; 



w punned, ellprei 



rumcertaui 
n the Oraele, nhimt, I ihogld pn- 
«i[uie, the ti.ne of the Inlter'n nnvst (•« 
" 2l.i)i « 
i.J. II. 



are onmrd tannrd a hi|iber ileatin]- 
' sees in pronpect and wiaheHlo fulfil j 
IB not the feeiinK" of one man al<ine, 
a to the race, it is nn atlribnteofthe 
oily. How could man prodace what 
t underiland, and how prev 



if the VI 






liave led to the charKe upon Mr. H. jiiilend 
of upii.i the writer whuae initial* were at- 
tached ; either the Mip|KK)tioii ih.tt the editor 
of the Oracit writea under difterent jnitiali, 
which is sayinjt but little fur hii honeily { or 
that he in<ertii only anch opiniona ai i<(|uarB 



I'iib h 



, ohich ia myiii; 



Who»eeth_.. .._. 
tn that runneth, hut god giveiJL 
' The power of a god alone >■ 
11 from pOMeaaing, and yet wt: c 
tnce. If there were no other pi 
1 rest secure upon the fulfilmet 
, " I will laugh at your ealam 
: wheu your fear cometh ;" who 

fulHIment .of ihin pramiae ; who, 
yaee men pntout of the union baaiile 
ooldeni, wnen they apply for relief ; 

(be jeer of the overaeet — who docB 
aUe the rice-gerent of god, anil apd 
lid loud aud Boul-burrowini; laugh ; 
knows of huudreda peiiUoninp, alicr 
nrell term hasexpired.tuheallDHtd 
, aobject to all the rulra of the prison, 
are thruDt out; who doea pot 



I our fears P Can A their 
of f!0d after thia ? If 
r atrong reason* ; if ni 



nippoaition, hoverer. 



e (ha 






w. 



NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
TTE ■■ 8f Mil. HOLYOAKE. 

IbletbBtJIr.HoliiKiki-.iMnniii.livlihirili 

bntlnltaown ntnrepHmiri. but tb- iiuLri- 
lh wbidi .Mr.Hi>1y.iuh>«iacuniiFcI,>Ll.iL,i,l 



^ had exidteil in virin, aiul ihiiiitniii 
rigb aiir4vuiiiflh»^>r«Fi>lbli»'IiiiiJtl, 
aaddonit. Kvi^ry rpllfaet of alniw ii';ih 
Uhriatauu^ ami Ihrmiarrn Aiun Rliiili 



ibenlity. Neither 
I would be correct. 
eapect the editor of the Gattlle reads or seea 
the Oroc/e weekly, or he would have perceived 
the notice inserted more than once, that Uie ' 
initiaia to all the orticleaaielbe genuine ones 
of the wriiera, as lar as the editor haa any 
meauaof aacertaining. Whether the cap be. 
tonga to me or nut, I care bnt liltle, it llin na 
though 'iwen meide purposely, und J ant 
content to wear it for the praeiit. 

The Oracit is charged with being " ean> 
ducted in the mott unirtilova and oae-th/ij 
spirit ! " What a liberal charge furD7«rl(p 
zoB paper ! Is not the Goitlte the avowed 
and determined enemy of whig and loryj 
whilttthe Oracle la the enemy of every i^prcica 
of rillnny, whether politioil or rt'liftiuu*? 
Will the Gazelle fill iu column* with e-iual 
argiiiQe.its fur tory, whig, sutfragu, and char. 
tiaui } Ho ! Itnt the editor might wy, our 
columns are open to the diaeua^lon ot these 
4nratious with our opponcntii. And who in- 
formed the editor of the Gotflli that OUT) 
were not cijnally open to fair disputants oq 
the aide of religion or goddism > Tlic indi- 
viduala connected with thia paper are disbe- 
lievers iu divinity under any form ; either W 
Jehovah, Chriit, Urahmo, Veeih.in, or Mo. 
bauiDiod, and are earneillf labuurin£ to de- 
i4niy the beticfin others, from a conviction o[ 
il* hiinefiil effi'i'ts upon society. How da 
IlKvdo Ibi*} Ity co.nbalin^ the tbonsat 
nryanieiit* used by believers, iu a candid 
i>pirII,^voidof shulUtuiev audtVwVViK^ cs.'>\ 
nbalh-nge uiiy uuv U> &»¥'"''■'- ''C u vkj 'Cnv. 
'irndc is onc-»\de4 V- »" ^.oiA i«i,Tt\\wti,V«"">\. 



THE ORACLE OF BEASON. 

aided tbat Uies tbe not 1<o reconcile 



BinCT every paper w 

tide of truth oimiiist error. 

To the ohixrie of "seunility," I woiild 
simply remark (so much bu nlreajy unpen red 
in ttuse pnta* upou tba nihicct of " ntvli^") 
tlist men iceiKrally writ* thtir tiu/a thoiiiihts, 
mid not other people's. The laiifniaiie I i»td 
expri'iised Hty feelings, and vu notincendHd 
to. nrjiKKiit those of the editor of the 
GazeUe. 

The editor says, " were we to li«ten to the 
opinions of thtj Oracle, we should believe Ihat 
cliristianity had fxrsted in vain, aad that it 
WHS from it> uripin a system of the grotsest 
falH-iiood, trickery, and deceit." My opinion 
of cbrittinnity Is, that it ii the greaUgt cunt 
ever indictEdnpon the world; and that it 
haa rwlitrded civilisation in Enrope, where it 
baa had the most eitended rule, and degra- 
ded and brutaliscd humuiily. 

Wilh fi-C'fKW-fam and imnnnwrr hDimilFil, 
Tba ViihiKiVbTaiibiiinadilti'd when a cbild) 
Auil wh^n pdult, he leima ham d-^iUv bonka, 
Thv lunl'ii bm ilrwMa whm ha bnt Jiomiil looka. 
TIv riirittinn'a MiwrflnnikhiHCHnwMberiBrtb, 
And brqnglLt tluu aUiieaBd war, inatuaJ of luiith-* 
If any good can be pointed toM leeitimately 
retultinn from the iloclriBci of Cbriat — let 
Vm editor of the Gaselle aliow it. He hna, 
in eommon with others, aaaamed that Chris- 
tianity lins been limeficial, that it has not 
"exibttd iu rain," let iia have the proof, 

I would ^ivc the editor of the Gazell* one 
or two rea«on» why I believe cbriatiaiiity can. 
]iot be uHier than a curse wherever ncfei^ 
upon, a. dealroyer of sofial h: . 
whatever commnnity It extata. 1'h'e basix of 
Christianity la the belief that man hai fallen, 
degenerated ; that lie wat once happy Bnil 
vlrtuona, hat that, diaalxyinc the cummaiidii 
of his creator, lieainned,aud blotched bin fair 
e*cutchenn. Philosophy discard* the opinion 
that mail has fallen, contending that be bu 
never ri»en. ftlan comes Into mirteuce in 
ig^iorance of hia otin natere. aad of the ele- 
ments by which Jie is mrroanded, and Iblaii!- 
norauce daily usd hourly places him in oppo- 
ritiim to thnao modi'R of natare'f operation?! 
vhicb militate uj^oinst bw happineaa and the 
ve'fore of his urbanisation ; and it ia only by 
dearly lionjilit experience he a^ ignirea wisdom, 
practises virtue, and enjoya comparative hap- 
piness. EeIi;(ion saja, man ie boni in sin ; 
philosopli;- says, in ignorance ; hut ignorance 
Icsia to Aa or iminrirality, and the terms sin 
and ignorance, with this explanation, are 
coSvertibla. Man, then, in bis infancy or 
ignoMDtstate. is continually led tusin against, 

In accordance with the opinions of most , 
tavaje, or senii - savage people 
fbom the bcnjpbted state of tl 
wbom the idea oriKinnted), man cou\A\' 
' Tht Yaboo, a Satirical BUapigilj. \ 



to his olTended mat*r 
of blood, and to lliit 
have offered hiioaelfs 

,ow, that theymishtb. 



whether 






r bin 



Nm 






a>isume that bis condnct, to be conaiiten 
with his object, should be sneh as to olfer a 
iailaiOBenl to men to do anght but good. 
For if a port of the gi^dbead, heEhonId hire 
bven intimntely aei|Qaiuted with I 
of the being he had himself creai 
only an ambassador, he should 
fnmiElicd with sach knowledge, tc 

What should be the example or precepts if 
le intimately acquainted with man'xn! " 
induce men tndonoetil thingp Sbon 
a cDDdnct and hia teachings be entirely 
lid of sin or evil ; should there be the Bli|[ht-' 
cat inducement oftcred toman to do other tb« 
good P Should not sin, in every shape ai 
form, lie held in the deadliest hate ; and vin" 
pare and undefiled, alone be presented to 
anxinas and loniiing |iaze P Ceitainlrl 
TV na Christ's conduct and tencliirg in acnffd- 
anee with such n principle? No! Tbei* 
may be virtnes di^^coterable in the coiidort 
altribsted to him, bat hia lices of : 
prei-spt faroutnumhi^ thetn ; and r 
ahown, igiiorautor vicious, followed, a 
aeii^uence, the evil in preference to the pud. 
So m^ny crimes have commented upon tks 
hislnry of Jesus, and have so ably eiposii 
the abminlity of conaidering him ni a "gni~ 
knoral reformer," Ihat the following ssyi^ 
and doinfcs charged upon bim, are mernf 
iiiren as illurtrations ot my opinion, imnbLil 
more remaining behind. 

Fimt, then, I would mention the < 
the fis-tree (Mark xi. 12, &o.) for nc 
IVnit ml qfaeanon. Wbat crimes wouldnit* 
an e:iample not induce and sanction. Tbi 
pet lanlb was evidently in a 
HongTy, pcrehKnre tttt vfa 
Such a fellow now n-duya would play OU 
Harry with a cook shop, if he happenei 1^ 

The Rending the devils into (he pi).i<, lib 

wise (Mark v. II, 13), was anytkieg h 

creditable to him ; did this reforming i<t 

partake of hia countrymen's prejudieeagaii'' 

themp Why not have sent them to hell, U^ 

have canted the destruction of twnt 

d porkers ? We ate not told what ri 

ation Iheir owners obtained from thii j'M 

n foe tbe waiiton outrajre upon their jir> 

itj. 'QmittOie!s.ftia?Mnietconuliide[l, Ini 



THE ORACLE OF REASON 



•Mevil was in them," and that damngcM from I ness, but th»7 irrrp startlri*, Ihrv ^rprc tcrri- 
•iich a quarter were hnprloss. ' fli»d losttlic inDh, t>fralih!o, tlj" Swinish iimiI- 

** He that believfth and \^ haptisrd shall titiido. the iinwasiiLMl s!iivis, OiotiM »iv:"yth«j 
be saved, but bo whi belicveth !i'>t sum L saim'siyht, should rov«-l in th«Mn. nil \i)lnp!ii- 
BB DAMSED " (Mark xvi. 16). XiiUf* mak- I ous:u's-s, which soimhj; thinns ok lint' orv, wwvr 
ioff man accountable lor his bi'lief. A ni'M ■ fails t«» L'ive birth ro. The t:»! l.-. th» n-lrre, was 



infernal doctrine, propoiindod by an ij?iir)r:nit 
impo^ior, or be would have known that bi-liel' 
and disl)elief is rntirtly independiMit of an in- 
dividual, and to damn him for it hePish tyran- 
ny, which no man or Ut^t pod conld inflict. 
Have not bigots and lanatics, cwv sint-e its 
promulgation act»?d upon it, to the wholesale 
dentrnction of their fel'ows ? And who «hall 



cnMiiit:k:!y (h'^isi.'d, an adniiinl'l" siroi<e of 
crodkni wi.rloiii; ns it wonM !••• in a Jnaii 
who hovitjy sfrrs-t'-d im.in-n<- !n:i«;iMVS In a 
cave, slionli! r:u'..i- i*^ to be b«'l'>'V' d, thecav« 
was guarded l-v >'.ih';r;i"« and fi-rv dracrons. 
The Arni'rican Kiueison riiihtlv savs, that 
the world is their's who c'.in mu thronjrh its 
])retensions ; th«^ madni>s. the stone-blind 
wy, provided 1hi»y believed in it, that they I custom, we evervwhon- brhohi. exists onlv 
didwroufrP ])oes it not warrant the use of bv sufferance: onee srni to ho a lie, i*t 



•very means, even to the takincr of life to in- 



bas rec«jived the d-ath blow. J^hibisophers 



dnce men to believe, rather than they shall • j^^ ^nd have Ion? since avai fhc lie, butlhey 
■offer damnation? The few years they would ; ^re the /•«• ; simpletons are blind as bats 
lave pasjifd here will not be noticed in eter- j^t^ne - bliinled bv custom, maddened by 
»itj'. Christ ha« nowhere more clearlv de- . fanaticism --an<i* tKev are the vvtmi. la 
ined his mission than in Luke xii. 4i), r>l, ■ jj t^en wondtrfu! that the m:mv should be 
" I am come to send./trc upon the earth, ami „.iiii„jr slaves to the few ? Is it at all mar- 
what will I if It be already kindled ? Sup- | ,.^p^,„^ ^,,^t t,,e f^.^. j.,,.,„3,j ji^j j^ ,„„re t.i 

r«eyethatlamcometopive;/paf.'ronearth? i their ta>t. —far more convenient to delude, 
tell you wfly, but rather f/*n»ioH.'» Who ' ^istifv, a»d plunder, rather than euliphteu 
can look into the world and say-christianity . ^^ do'juMioe to the manv ? Is it sMrnrisiuR 



has failed ? 



^Y. c. 



^^ ^ ^Xi^ -- ■ 



PUBLIC INTEGRITY. 

*'It has boon «niil <»f the colehratod Andrew Hot- 
elier that he would hnve pncrificed hL< life to Avrr* 



that politics should be reduc<!d to a science 
of villani»'s, morals be everlastingly talked 
about only, and rel^unon be an instrument of 
dis};ustinf; oppression ? I'he secret sprinp of 
all this com])licated machineiy of villany is 
not at all remote, it is seen in Ww. obvious 



hii< country, but would not do a base act to*f/w» | surface, everv-dav-fact, so well stated by 

kT."-Sir James Mackintosh. j ^i^^^^ I'ra.ictsWri.iht, that society is divided 

All apologue of Ilermlotus relates that a 1 into (oxes and jreese. but as the j;eese are as 

younjc man who entered the great IC«:yptian '■ ninw hugdred and ninety-nine to one of the 



temple, and rashly tore the veil from the 
datuKoftrulhf was struck with auiazenuuit 
and horror, at the hideousnessof its features. 
The moral <»! this a|)olo;i:UH, or fable, seems 
to be that trnrh, Mhieh has been aptly de- 
, fined, as the ima;iv of l/iim/s, should iu>t be 
natniued too clos4.'ly, it bein<:, exce])t seen 



f«)xes, the foxes have a glorions time of it. 
To perpetuate the fox- and -goose system, men 
have been systematically taught to hate the 
truth ; to hate all those who dannl to teach 
it; to persecute even unto death the noble 
and euli<j:htened, who, like thera*/* Kgyptiaii 
youth, penetrated delusion's temple, and rent 



; through a veil, one muss of horrible di(or- I the veil with which artful priests had covered 
\ sally, 'fhis doctrine \tas, doubtless, j)ick«-d the statue of truth. Why did Plato teach, 
tip by Herodotus, from the priests ol .Judea that ** he^ mav lie who knows how to do it 



Hid Kjcypt. The frii^litfulness of unveiled 



in a suitable time ? " Why did Meander, 



j troth has been the practical principle of that "a lie is better than a hurtful truth ? '» 
: priests and statesmen in all au'es; it is now , "V^'hy Proclus, that " tcood is better than 
' the practical principle of thost^ uhii Rovern truth?" AVhy did AJaximus Tyrius say. 



practical priucij 
mankind in all the nations of the earth. A 
hazy idea — an idea ut>t clearly perceived — 
cannot be true. To call such an idea, or as- 
semblage of ideas, truth, is an abuse of lan- 
gua^re, a misnomer; falsehood it shoufd he 
called. Those*, therefore, who cortr truth 
with a veil^ in ellect, tlcstroi/ it, or at all 
evcMits, binder that its features should be seen. 
The troops of deluders who, under various 
names, have fattened upon human credu- 
lity, and ahusetif that they mizht fn"ely uae 
the human animal, w(>re not themselves 
tlBftlcd or lerrlUvd by truth iu native uakud- 
S69 



" there is nothing decorous in truth but when 
it is profitanle P " Yes — that sometimes 
truth is liurttul, and lying ])rofitabl(: to men. 
Why did Darius teach, that ** when telling 
a lie will be profitable, let it be told ? " And 
why did the Plati)nists, the Stoics, nay, al- 
most all the (ireek philosophers, allow as 
part of their morality, that '* a wise man may 
embrace a lie <7v////7y, amljf/r ijnin, but he 
must not embrace a falsehood, through ig- 
norance, or assent to an untruth ? " The 
because for all these wl\v^&^ 1\a.v, Wv.w v>\x«fe"aA^ 
gi vtD. Tbey a\\ a^UivX. sil ou^i \\:\^ XiviviS. ^wA 



TH1-: '■HACLK OF REXBO*;. 



■iinrili! aiutter, the u/ht/tui nuuf /. 
mfflgjivuifoilikbig. aH'lhamiarablg — thiy ti 
til. A f-Ii" «oi.ld nut thn.1. a ><D|:le raj ■ 

licht I.l../.' :'■,. mif.r, Wh. 



SoMll bl&ine to tt\em if Ihuy refiue so ex- 
a iiiitbpifty a bpgttiu. If one in 
url the Hwitie, Ivt us uot cumplaiu 



It) age, peurl tt 
' ha man virii 
in Ion: \wt, h 



DDuld not. 



brnd iJay-light, i^'cn by Il> 

ttiun, floil aae hain'ii luun. Anil >haU wc be 

nadvnougli tolouk rorfatiue>laieiiMnu',»hea 

IMt tt> Iw i> B crimi: In Ikw ; wliflii nrelohci) 

pMlilbegiti)catloriicy«itii[J bunipki 

poopiib jnuicci uliii thier-ciiilobi 

(not mitral, and put dowu frcu debate' 




1-, Hoi 



:, !.y«„ 



I the 
ispirucy ol 



micli thii:k'sl:ul!eil bcuundrelii, D mi 
ilniKgtJ IhrnuBb [he »lPeet«, uatecr 
(lilted, and frittered liku u fuloii ; wbeit 1 say 
all Ibis ii done, nnd the fnnl autrogra on 
libcny ppplaudud by aa orerwbduiiitK ma,' 
jorlty of soeiety — is it not obiurd to looU 
for integrity in public men ? Is it not inac- 
tcHous ibat anji abould be fgund who ab- 
bor hypocrisy and rascality mare thau they 
IMF phyncal torture, and tbe yell oF ]iuhlic 
iodlgUBtian? When Pmncis Maria, SECoad 
DulM of Ruvero, propoKil to Spcrone Spe- 
nHti, the question, whieh was prcferalilF 
the npublio or the principality, the pi^rfECI 
and UDl dunbk, or the less perfect and nul 
so liablv to chajigR, berrpliad, that our hsp- 
pinsss is to be meamred by its quality, doI 
by iCa duration; and tbsL he pn;rern;d tc 
live for oiie day like n man, than fur a bUD- 
dred yisrs like n bmto, o stuck, or a siODe, 
"This wasthiHight,'' says Lord %ran,"aiid 
called a maguifiuent answer, donu to the lasl 
days orltalian servitude," and 1 doubt whe- 
Ibnr in this cowardly slavish age, Eba tnosl 
cowardly and the most slavish WDuld fail to 
aduurt, thoujjh 



lib 






Hid CI 



itegnty i 



le cost of tilling 
lying. L«t those 



djiold of its protection 
1 tbey will count 
truth, and the profit 
who iove nobility of snni, pve suui 
support to IhosD nbo display it ^ 
luvors of inith rally round those wl 
jUM«luiinii, null liUMbend with ihe 
UMil al viiM t" wilioll it ^ivi's liirt 
f.ba nuuiiiiktvd. I'uluiul wu 



lostinily diiftraccd during the last c< 
by an oci of pi 

possible t 

roleilt, bnt sufficiently iuI<!lli^;«M B 
dicnle the prevailing siiperslliioas, I" 
iooily written some mBrtHunl B 

ID atheiiti 

ilupid Gen 

. "n his InoidHnIs off 

atheism, l,y a council of' WgoMed ( 
''^ - ' found froilly, not ouIt of 

denied the eiiitancit of u eod, but tl 
trioB of the irinity, nod the divine iimiiThiPj 
of the yapn Uuy." Zalaski, uiii> > 
cilliuas couveraiid in Ihe toroii-nti i 

the eneontioner, with a red-hot ii"ii ii 
tongue and his mouth, mth H'h-ih k 
lucneTvelUiwanUgoil; then IbiL'y Ijum 
bauds, iuitrmntnla of Ihr aiomiHBl-lf jt 
(ioM, at a slow fire. The BaorileKi.tn- 
was thrown tutothg llamv; Itirotd/ An 
moiutcr oi'tho age, thai ilfi-ek/t w^ i-a 
the flames ofiipialiou, if such a fiiiiif 
be atoned." 

Siieh was the spirit of pricsiii r .i. 
the fate of those who denieil .> 
the fiendlike maligDity vith shii;!! < 
Christian bulohers F'uraned nil !.: 
hjpoeritei 



Polri.i 



irved to fall; I s 
deserved to fall. The pooplu 
brastialized by ranaticism, en Li> 
a cruel bloody act, or not to raii 
and huri donu the brutal priesiK !l 
Jierpetrated it, aj'c (It to be slavi ■.: 
the dust on Bhich lyranu ti-ead, -.u 
to wear the heaviest chuns fii ^ 
furnace of defpntlsm! Talk ii'.i 
Polish nationality, Polish paiii..i 
struggles with their brutal oppr.-^..> 
all tfae cotleoted Crimes of Ibe Ri;--^: 
las would not outweigh thJK ,?.,■ 
ugaiuM ihe vary prlvr'^ite of tJu < 

would not wag my fioget for ttx n 
and glorj" of a people, who stOLnJ [■ 



. fellow- 






by red hot iron, bin hands 

Nothing can ever wip= off thi^ I 
from Poland's anuats, nothing cl.i 
:mory of the must villanon? ri 
Lt bus for many ceuturies p<L^[ 
: character of hiTmanity. Ii 
iries of Poland weri resiuieiL.. 
ildren had a niitionuUlJ, a.nJ 



THE ORACLE OP REASON, 



lat a nation of priest-ridden serfs 
: other tluui cheated and mocked by 
!, the merest shadow of freedom ? 
tctism is better than th(; di-sjxttisui 
i, any tyranny ias better than sactr- 
ranny ; and the worst cruelties of 
Iter Nicholas, fall far short of the 
ble wickedness daily and hourly 

by those fiends in human shape 
themselves j^od's vice-gerents upon 
iat the question returns upon us 
esty and the practice of truth can 
ted in such a state of things— who 
the horrible sacrifice above descri- 
ild not studiously keep whatever 
1 truth be had to himself ? Who 
, country would hesitate to adopt 

of Fontenelle — and if his hand 
of truths, would not keep it clenched 
a dangerous one should escape to 
ir? Whatman of sense and caution 
here is no god at theexpence of life 
- or deny the immortality of the 
gallows or stake in the distance r 
e-fed multitude, must be fable- fed 
he who would change the character 
liet, must look for martyrdom as his 
Some people wonder that such a 
j^enius as my Lord Dacon should not 
1 quite through theolofi^ical delusions, 
evil influence of religion. But it 
think, be difficult to say what Bacon 
i not see ; none are so blind as those 
t see, according to the proverb, and 
too many reasons of fltatc to H«»e an inch 
jne whit clearc'r tliaii it was expt^dient or 
J8e tunes. Atheirtni would hardly have 
ited in Klijsabuth's time, then^lore, like a 
liloflopher, Hitcon contented himself with 
g for atheism ; he did not dirt^otly tesicii 
. craved not martyrdom, and I'ope wan not 
; when he called him the wisest, DrigliteHt, 
)f mankind. Snppoi>ing Hacou to have 
Jieiflt, which 1 think it would he far from 
prove by a careful review i)f his writini^si, 
ble inducement could he have had to pro- 
Lruth ? It wan much more couvdiiiunt fi>r 
', whatever he may have ihimirht, that a 
rledt^e inclineth a man to nth>'isnt, but a 
I brfngeth him back to reli^iou a</aiii, 
ri that a little knowledge mukfth a nian 
but a fjreat deal turmMh Iiiiii into an 
The lirst opiuion was safe, and opened 
I wealth, honours, and dir^thiction ; the 
s dangerous, and would infallibly have 
p every road save that which "led to a 
. to death. So far from wtmderiuj; that 
not declare fi»r ath(Msm, my astonishment 
athoHhould have had the hardihood to 
breathe anything in its favour. James 
alwayfl recommendi>d Atheists to the 
in pnidecessor, KliTsabeth, wa.i no leas 
wise a Protestant than the Sidomon of the 
i most heartily del.jsted heresy, and it 
inably be concluded that an atheistical 
tuld nave had few charms in her eyes, 
jn Bess was by no means so fond of fire as 
siater of red-hot memory, in the work of 
5 heretics. She liked hanging better than 
ropen better than fajjots. She only 
ro Dutch Anabaptists, who, according to 
pad, *" roared most piteonslv.'' She hung 
tbeacore; hut buniiug evidently alioclit'd 



hnr Protestant nen'ea. 1 think, lh«!Ti»fnrr, it will In- 
allowed by tho*' who ri'llect deeply u]Mm huntHii 
motives and tendtMicies, th:it what' wi^ fmd in the 
works of fiord iiacon favourable to atlieism, may be 
tri-asuri'd as so much of solid pdd ; whfle what h»* 
WTote aaainst it sh'juld bo looked upon as suspi- 
cious, a kind of intellectual dross, which lie KuH'ered 
lo hsMjg abouf and disilifure his phibtrtophy, lest it 
should shine injuriously, at all events (lileiisiveiv to 
the weak optics of his' generation. Hp donbtlesi 
ft'ltthiit in his position lcff-luin'li-il was better than 
r'njhthnmlM wisdom ; tliat a lie tctis In'tler than a 
hurtful truth ; that pM)d trns better than truth; 
that when tellin^ a he wvi* uroAtMble it might Iw 
told; that he tnitjht lie, who Knew how to do it, in 
a gnitiihlf thiu* ; that tluTC usis nothing decorous in 
tnith but when it jt^'v profitable, and that the wise 
might legitimately tell lios or ab<*t liars for gain or 
craft, though not themsfices be the dujjes *>/ nillter the 
oiie or the uthar. 



HISSING AN ATHEIST ! 

A true Christian, that is, a behig regulating all 
his thoughts and action upon tlie principle of * do 
aM you would be done by,' in scarcely to be met 
with."— 3Ionthly Repositonf. 

In accordance with an intimation in last week'»i 
munber, I shall proceed to oH'er a few remarks upon 
the criticisms oj^ the writer, under the above head, 
which apptfared in No.'s30 and:U, The iuju^ire 
and grossly indecent proceedings which took place 
in the court of law, as described, havim( been He- 



t« 



verely descanted upon by the critic, in thcltepos/Juiif, 
and the character of the counsellor Phillins, verv 

Eroperly exposed and contrasted wUli the dcsplVd 
utammble Hi KKEKT, it iu unnecessary that I sliould 
ipy further space with the matter. Merely ob- 
me, as I pass, tliat the C. Phillips spoken of. 



occn 
8er\' 



and who was publicly thanked for the help he lent 
the lord, by a guttling beast of an aldemutn, is tlie 
same with him who defended ('uvoirsier, for the 
mm-der of Lf»rd William Kussell, and who, afli?r 
the n»urderer (from necessifv; had divulged his cri- 
muiality tohim,eMdeavoiirei\ to prove his innoceuci? 
from the insntlicitMicy of tlie evidence, int^ntiwg tojir 
the crinw upon t/w fellou 'Sfrmuts of the pnstuuer. 
As a paid adv*iC4ite, acknow1(>dged*by the law, he 
had a legal right to contend against the inelhcieucy 
of the evidence, although he hutir from the prison- 
er's own lips he was guilty ; for uidesa his guilt was 
prncfd in court by the wituess«>s for tht» prosecution, 
he was entitled to an acquittal. JJut to endeav«jur 
to shield the real assassin at the expense of the lili* 
or lives of innocent individuals, was wi»rthv of the 
most deliberately cruel, Moody-niimb'd demon that 
ever existed. A'nd yet this inaii professes (Miristi- 
anity, and is, moreover, an exjxmndcr of it as it is 
to b«» found ill the law.-j of Kngl: nl. Where is the 
holy fire -which is s^id t<) have (\vcended frtrin hea- 
ven -to ilovoiir such ^vrelche^? J<>hov:ili woidd ap- 
pear to be gone to sleep, or that his notions ofrUjht 
and wron^ are changed. 

Solon.^ as i\n\ objections to be taken to th(« tre.it- 
nicnt of Julian liibbert and M'IMi EKSON partook of a 
moral clinrjirU«r -so long as th(»y alT.u-led, though 
perhaps uulirectly, the social happiness of the critic 
against whose ' ijeculiar views, most probabK% 
there were sonu! Illiberal laws and unjust institM- 
tions existing— so far as the defence of an .\ihifi«t 
from injustice would tend to ameliorate the critio's 
condition by showing the absunlily of sneh conduet 
and by bringing contempt upon tu'e law (a sure wav 
of obtaijiinir its repeal;, by which be would mos!; 
certainly be b(!nefit ted ; for if the Atheist Ihi tolerated 
any thing short of atheism is sure to Ims— st) long 
and so far, I say, as these cimsideration.? went s<> 
far I lind the critic in the Rfjiositnry fair and man- 
ly. Bnt it is when he ent(!rs uoou the «\vvf*t.v\\\ vn'^ 
belief and disbelief— aiWwm 'awvy v;\x\\av\a\\\\.'j — VJotaX. 
we find all the YvateVwA, AU\\rvV,a.T\A CA%wVA\\\\AJ?5Jk»? 
qualitieA and iugretUcnw oi reW^tk. ^vcXa^^ >i}i!L«iBL- 
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»pIv«m. Ir i' fhon tba* the writer t:iki»>j tln" charac- j littlo w wifljcient to onahlo mo to Jn,»l^ oC rtn* 

cxiv.'-^iv.'ly i;_iii«»raut t)!" wiiai In* is writiiij: alionC, ! my life, and until I nu'f S<iuriViV«'11, u^*v^^ km-w 

or \vh'» wilpilly iMMstM-iN-" iiis lc::i)'.vl»'.l<rr tn sorvo mail ;vh" tho'ijil.ta-J 1 ilid -'.u-w, tli'Mt. bi'ca'nf I 

H»)m« 4i']|i.<.i M.i5;t.!-:.'. :t;»l w!in,!ik • I'hil'.i.).-*, ouilc;i- ' .Atli-'int, Imt liy rCfr'ion •' I saw, or i.>'a'/i:ioi 

vours ti» ii'iir,] -r lii.* Ath.*ist l»y naliiiiiii: hln uwn or ■ s^aw ii'» ucc.'.^-;":tv i'nr s» <rml, :ri'.l rijasiMl in h •li-.-vt 

tifhers iii'ii-i.t^ mn'ii lii:;i. \N li.n !iiiMi!:i1 m-ili-s — 

W'lat I'a i\\- . I'l.Mi,-;-.; imi-;t t'i»«' riMi".'!*-'!-* i.l'all cl;»-;.4i»s 

Ih', to iii-nn't .»wi u i;^ii •^.n^ ■■• nr \»-il!'i\l j».'rv(!rsii.ii to 

■|)a-f» II i-.i''.uvlj • 1 - i!;i_\ , I'v.M ti> Invo il aiiil hujf it to 

tlii'ir liort.iiu. T'li-.' a il!ii»r wiio sluniiil -ii-iivi'ly brin/ 

ini* h'.xli'iik in suujMM't of at ■H'i"«:ii. wri; It'll ill ill ' .•»))!- 

rit of fill' r-Miiai-ks of whii'h I <«>'j«k. hm-xiM .i,v me 

burn it bi'i'in* iii:* fa«'<' -mi.-'.i a iin'ctvil'D'.j njip-ar- 

iu\i to ino thi*;uo-:| fovclbU* iiiaii:ii*r in whira 1 foiUil 

ex]i!V-«s my di !'iu.-t. 

J'o ri-mm-iifi.' tny vMiia^ks, t'.n* critjf ilciirvati'i* 
til' di'rla'.a^.».i bv' Jiii;.i!i H Tub. f(, thai Im dll nit 



iiiu", lUit it is 111.' old ttvadilb.', and i»o 1 leavn it. 

W. C 
(7" '.I' cnft'unrd.) 



KUOM THK "VAHOl.)!'' 

IV jtinis fuisxioHf'nif.,'., h-t us k.i'tu* 
fl'nr M'tu/f are coiirerl'.''! vr here ye go : 
And irtn'tfiei\ while ye in your linyo prate, 
'I'hrt hiliu fjltftst stands hy ye to transttite. 
in yntr next kiiul et/mmnniration teii us. 



b"H»'v«' ill ilu; bible, sn "A kinil i»{' si'.'ki.-i^ uU.t 

luartyrtlum, a n.irt of t.'.-<t;''y!ii:( f.>r ro!nrii'n>'»' f-akc, ' tf'/ieilier the lorduftinr<iije.s is fetil/jus. 

vhir'h ,ra.i ;iiil.' icn-uU.d t'.if oij the ci,i;i„tsl.,ii'.'ii^ A„d trh.:thei\ when y;' treat them icith rnm-yrtig, 

ami tli!'r«'i\iri' it bt'cann* a /■/(//<•'// »«v//.-f/r./i/i;." .Now j tj ..r.-^ . i r ,. :. r.. ., ., ,i , .....n ^., ^, . 

mark tliirtCbiHliH.i o c-»Msi.^{iMii*v,:«:i.l in.' i!ilb»ri'm',» ' , \ . ' ^ , . , ,, 

bftwH.'a bi-t moralitv awX Uu- Ai n-'inf "s. Tli- Atli.- . -^■''' '/" '''">■■ "1^''' W'-"« rather nu-lhtr. 




bp*'c'. d bioirt"ir, /..' te'liny a //••. Ko-- -similav co^i- Crifoaty'-' Ohy Deiianinrkee^inaSsf jMirs'in^Ji*>, 
dnct to taar v.-hicb tbi.j ^nuM.lJan .r:r..- uonld a.?- Pat ,fnt wa, pren.h l.nn.e hij g.Hl-dam lie ; 
vHts and tiijj oiiin'ri'tt' «>l wiiifli b<' alm.i'. - tlu' tfs- ! ,.-.... ■ i ^ 



tani'Mit doclartH 




Fur if yi'ihj litelttor-a-Mify}:i\n'b, 
lien great fid ya'-a-uiity he de nun." 



«. N- * ' I.' 



>^ \ « \^W^>^ H ^ ^>^ «. 



u ni i'-n.Iti''f basi' i U' ici tli"s ^ ;'V ily lia-< b«»i'U tb.' 
on'y '* •■. ai'ilv';»i c.'u'i.-ii.i.i'.'y'' W' bav.s l»;.d sim'e its 
r«':'i.;'".* ;''-.iiij.'.r ■.■•'urii.'d I > irb ./.^ 

••.\'i'.,-, t.-.: ••li..^ { -Jiys •!»' citir) t'ii-» mattor nf 
b. ■( •:iii a .r-Ml, m 'h rl -a" r.'.:"' .F.i.ia i iili-I^Tl sji')kt; 
wi'.liin.r iliJ' I'-.ill ■■'■•»M. I; '.'"l .I'ly l..id b<*«.'ii so'in*- 
■\v:i 'f a ■nin.'-', iu '.li • y< ';f • ..■.^.i t.i.; < .i.u of r -li^iioii 
v.i:i'<* i;.' sa i'l'.!V "r^fxth • "/;••• "•''V <•'' if"* J-ri'r.'iMH", 
Jind thai t'.ave lii'-i S'> iiiUt'.. di-i.i "t • ior (nc ivi'.i.li- 
thin^ that tin' liatr.-.l o.' ih;» o,\m b-'i:iuii! fyiiojiV- 
mons wiln thflirUnMh itl^'oili--.' ;'" nn-l li-'f thi-'critir; 
^(;nll•mbl'r.^ having bi-t'omi' di-^rii't d wib clirisii- 
Jii^'ty t'lrou^'h b"in/ drivcMi ti) clmu'li, lu'inj; bor^d 
with d'.ni si'.'Munn, Ac, and ho sajiii'nily co:irli:dtH 
no unt* c'onl.l i).'oiim" an Atln'' -r n.iU'.<s b" ba.l -/o .i» 
tbrouuh the snnit' drillin:'. TliLs u-niinds mc .»f \\\<<! 
onrj'T.' of St. Paur^. i'.i-it.-l (rbi; ..nlv ^lar-on who 
did hi.» dnty in tb.' cityi, waitiir.rui» MiSorTIIVv'KM. 
anl im.',v,-itli n vi .'w to "sa;>w n • tlm c, ■.•■.r of onr ways. 
Ai't..'r!?'>nK'Conv«!xsy Hull, II..' ;■■.'■ lui'' thu com;j!iin()iit 
to .say be wasonci-liK' • niu — •• an uil-'li.'vcr, a dnm- 
kard, swiMr-'r, a d ;;'.v»'n t.) b'\.'«"i i'.-<', b;U tiiat ii 
was jV-m n.it i,'xan::!li'/ tb; b >!/ .^crijj'u.t'.-," uc. 
I tlia:i;-.-.l him fir hi = ;.' ■iI . mi t-m m| in»', bnl an- 

t ■ ..i'' r.'M t«' { iVoni iior led 
. ■;• 1 ;i;nl ..'it tu'Loliii! an 
;i • 1 r..iiii:ii!"d i:'i!fit.*ti<m 
-.1 i:.-.-'-:i:ii and I'.vtfraal to 
a" •■■'iin .:•. t:ii.' J».'\v-JJ<>ok, 
. \v.>r.M n •■! i-oiivin«'.i ui:' imr 
I"'';'. J'.iv.. ':'' .h*:r>' w^-n? iiontli"r 
•i:..; .'• t ," 1 .: '1 a'lV. No-.v f 
bho..Ul jr.cMim.' J. ll.*-' .-".".r!-'. ! I ■. •.;s-;:ii!d iVolU 
the -am" \ .-•oi-.-s-*. I .\-..'iM imi ^\:;* ,.i . .liao i-f my 
lin_».'.-r for a ina.i who itn.l'f:--i'il ail.-i.ri f»;..i ly b«- 
ctif-;-j 1,* wa.* di.-,;4n>lL-.l with ri-l.'.'ioi. . v.!;-ui'.-;. 
Whi't Atbi'is* at(i*.iit>ls to ^h^)'v riMon for dill •'.:«';' 
in a ^•.>'l f:o.u lue follii'-j a\il kna»«ii«.-« of ridi.'i .ii.; 
— I'.'iccpt it b." lit:'- ^oil ;-onru'<"tfii with any particiilar 
rplig-.o.V.' What bus the i.'l'ou- : lul anoujal'n.-. 
ii;o:>. jfiMsb.'l. l.^^\:\•I to iiiiii re'.iiM'UH .v-h'ius t.i «*.» 



sun^.l h'lii i-'v iin! 
m." to -,;;•■.. c • ■■ -. ■■ ■ 
Af;» ■'.■'«• n-.tii ;■!■ r « • 
lijio.i ([ii'iiui-^ti'ii. e ■ 
in'», aii-l that the i.. ■ . 
tliat th. ri! .»'a.-» a ■.: ■ 
any i.iaa wlio n.- 'li hi 
e.i I ■ >c '—and that \ 



g'^-V^ Nn'i \r)'.. --('opi'.H of tbis work sent hv p» 
to WW I'mT.- wlit'Tu tbev «*sir«ni»l b.; ot!ifV-.v-ii» i 
taiii-.'d. al Hie rati* of TllKi-.K for Korif.'kJKt 
l*o.-f{,-o!iiee siamjiH for one m<>)it!t or three, wi 
diri'Otiony, a«ldres,ieil to tU.; Ktrirnr, No. .*<, Ho 
well-slreot, Strand, L(»n(bm, willrecoivoattoiitii 

NOTICE TO CORRKSPONDKNTS. 

S. P. /,., '•'A Yovwj Atheist, nmr U-eds" a 
readi •/• nt'tliti < )racb* , prufesses von version from mei'u, 
i.ini to aUh-iiin. It trould be dijfi.ctdt to conceit* 
umre mentalhj deV.ghtfnl change. Hisfntvre. progn 
■will dejM'iid more itjr/n thinking than readius. A* 
of the Oraclt'rt to K inrlnsire out of print. GJ'B. 

J. P. has not Ijeeu forgotten — sludl ba attended to 
sttoa asji'issible.--.1. C F. ditto. 



KOLYOAKE'S TRIAL. 

On ?:»rnrday, .\u:Tu-.t 20, in conjunction ^»ntbfl 
0/v/rV', bat so' a* to bn neparat' d and bonnd upl 
its.'lf, .-.ill b' i)nbli.di"d t!ii» Kir.-^t Nu'iihor of 0.. 
1J<)I.V()\KKS TlllAL, at (Uonn'.<t.'i\ for BLA 
PiUO.MV. Siieclally Reported. IVico Id. 

NOW RHADY. 
A Pl:i«:i Aii/'W'T t.> tbo Qu.Tv, ' Ought fh-ir^tnVf 
htir fjaiust IV'iaphemy'i^ 15/ C. SOUTH^vrLl-no 
in Rri-t.d (Jaol. Price TuTfeeponw. — TliLi 



Kbonl;] bu wiiiverrtally read. 



'hirf wfll 



Now FvhlishiiKj, in NumberSy at \\d. cadt^ 

THK jrsTLV (JKLKBilATED 
AND UNKfilJALLi:!) S.M'IHIC.'.L RIIAP.'^ODV, TB 

YAHOO ! 



•■ ■ ,^»-x^ 



tflfli flic f:<->.--ii:i.- prim-ii.l ', j ■•»■'» r, <-r bi.-iu^, ^■^•^.- > 

ti-'i:h-d inr hy 'i;.;" .:,..j,Li-i -• .' \ hi.-, lallev is wViUt !; ■ \ 

Ath *i.:ihr.r'.; (r. lattl.' wi'li. 1 \.'u- u«vi.t reWiv^iv.-. \ 

and h;i wi sw-cu but little of tlii Uwlv q\\.\.\\\, W. t\iat \ 

2r2 



PrintMl and Pnbii-H.v 1 '.y O. J. ImI.VoakB. No. 
Hoivwell-.«rve '. SiVuid, Lomi-.n, ae. I Sdd by I 
liibeial IJo..!:.: -l 't.<. Ais"i.i nr jirisiol, J.Ch»ppi 
News .\jfiiii, Na:io-./ \VI;u;--.ivei.'t; MuccleHucl 
Mr. Roe'e.e. Hall of Sd.'uce; li.:re.sley. .Mr. TIm 
\»".\\u.jitA, N-.'v,-.strci;l ; Presioa, JaA.'Drunimao 




wonder to henr we saj* " little ia 
nothing new ;'• (he mme has liccn «nid or nil I 
rsons Mr. Si-aroh menlioiis, «nd \nt-\ 
ill of all who fallow them. ADil Mr. J 
Seurch eieoiplilies bia own rtmnrk w 
"" ' ilhing " new ' ' of u». 

inl out one diffrrence. Mimt | 

ito eheap. They v . . 

wrile for the manff, Pnl did not Law- 
•-e get intn the " vicv," wheii he published 1 
i^Doinioioui racaatatlon (□ get out of iti* J 
nad if Mr, Ovren had ntti'd nnhis own preevpU 1 
Hoold have hcen there lonit Xfio. ncaldet, ■ 
neoftbete men ever opraly tnnshl ttlie.- ^ 
], and ceruiinly from whiit Mr. Owen bll^ 
ittea upon the Hubjecl he doeti nnt nnder- 

ine need not Ro further ; Mr. Soarch J 

puts nut of the pnie of probahilllivs all inill- 

-'^■"'""y of tbniigbl gnd npinioii, All men 

iialk ihe world a« CEilipu? Judaicuinw, 

'ouldliB sotty work ilihev eoiild. So 

of the other persoua named, ifc hnre to 

rhaC they taught j oo little uofft- 
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talcing, tiehce 6ur acquaiDtanc^ with Mr. 



Attoniey-Geceral — god-alinigbty'a blessed gone. 



certainlr have been itg appearaacc Boar S» 



defender ! 

Egotism aside, it in a compliment to be 
supposed walkmgin the footsteps of the great 
and glorious men Mr. Search namos^more 
than he is doing. 1 gues^. But these vror« 
thies did not purchase for us the right of free 
diricusb^on. They began the business. We 
are going on with it. Will Mr. Search deny 
it to be a desirable boon P W*onld just say, 
" miners and sappers" will never get it be- 
fore the arch-angel blows the last trumpet. 

Mr. S. further says, " Mr. Owen debates 
and oppO'iies systems and things without le- 
gal annoyance." Very well ; Mr. Owen 
writes and debates as he thinks fit ; so do I. 
In this we both agree. The difiference is, 
he is more lucky than I, and I hope he ever 
will be. 

Finally, Mr. Search says— 

If SontUwell and Holyojike have done pood by tie- 
jrrivinif their cau.4t> t»f their own advocacy and put- 
ixnn their p»M»r frieudr* under the noc»\«nity of uiwlst* 
intf to flupport th(*iii, in^toadof buyini;, reading, and 
circulat'ng what they thought true iu tht'ir doctrine 
— show it. 

Mr. S. seems to fancy the woild at a stand- 
still, and that nothing need he done but read 
old authors. I beg to tell him the present ge- 
neration have their work to^ do as well as 
their ancet^tors. 

I and Southwell have not deprived our 
cause of our advocacy ; Christianity has done 
that. We merely did our duty, and spoke as 
We tiiought ; the consequences to be regret- 
ted, came, we did not go to them. Our 
cause may make much better use ol oar suf- 
ferings than it could of our service, should it 
be disposed. Our cases do more to show the 
religious villany and oppression under which 
men live than all that Hume ever wrote. 
Auckland taught, or Owen said. But hear 
Mr. S. tte " put our poor friends under the 
necessity of supporting us.** We have asked 
no man's sympathy— begjjed no man's pence. 
Walking in the plain path of duty was our 
only ambition, and the satisfaction of having 
done so our only expected reward. 

Beg leave to add, if Mr. Search estimates 
mental 



On Monday, True Bills were prompdy 
found against me and Adams. The lord is 
good to all, and his tender mercies are over 
all his w orks. We are in a fair way to de- 
part in peace as oar eyes are seeing hit sal- 
vation. 

A friend earnestly entreats me never to 
forget for a moment that twelve blockhead* 
are to try us. Which of course is a very 
pleasing assurance. 

Conviction and imprisonment I now regard 
a» much more certain than the coming of 
Christ, unless he may be supposed to come in 
the Terdict, where at least his influence ii 
pretty sure to be seen. 

The hon. Thomas Erskine is the jodge in 
our case. His bearing Heems urbane, bat I am 
told his'temper is irritable. His charge to the 
jury wa*9 the most curious specimen of tbeaillj 
and the sensible it has been my lot to liP&r. 
There is little doubt, but that christiaDltj 
will exalt the cruel above both in bis sen* 
teiices upon us. 

I applied to the judge for a copy of nj 
indictment, and after some discussion it wii 
ordered. I thanked him for the kindnM) 
but found out, ultimately, that I had been 
thanking him for ordering me to pay 88. 6d. 
(that sum being demanded when I applied 
for the copy). The favor j however, I de- 
clined, having received so many of them at 
tl.e sessions. The result was 1 had no copy 
of my indictment after all. 

The hon. Grantley Berkeley was foremaft 
of the grand jury, which, when I saw, saved 
me much speculation as to the nature of tha 
bills to be returned against me, he being bro- 
ther to Craven Berkeley, who endeavoured 
in the House of Commons to jnstify the Chel- 
tenham magistrates from the charge of **w* 
rioMs irregularities'* in their proceediDgR 
against me ; and as Sir James Graham, ia 
the case of Mr. Mason, contended that hov- 
evf r illegal w^as the conduct of Beman, the 
constable, in his treatment of him, all was 



il freedom by pounds, shillings, and : justified, right, proper, and fair, since tba 
, the privation of his approval is not j^py ^ad returned a veri 



pence 

hard to be borne. 



G. J. H. 



THE LAST PUSH FOR GOD; 

OR, TUB ASSIZE TRIAL AT GLOUCESTER. 

** Farewell hope, and with hope 
Farewell fear."— MiLTON. 

I SHOULD reproach myself had I enter- 
tained the shadow of hope in Christian jus 
tice— kindness is out of the question. In 

cgnitj 1 have -indulged no faith~it might 
282 ' 



erdiot of guilty agaiut J 
Mr. Mason. So I expect it is only neoea* 
sary for a jury to find me guilty in order tB 
justify every illegality the magistratea bavs 
committed in my case. It opens a fine pros- 
pect for me, and is a doctrine which madi 
elevates my estimation of the daily impraoti^ 
liberties of Englishmen. 

The judge assured roe my- trial covlffnot 
come on this week —but has just sent me a. 
notice that it will take place to-morrow mor- 
ning (Saturday), the reasons for which ha 
has not informed me. G, J. H. 

Gloucester, Aug. 12, 1842. 



4 



t« of mina wi (ho (lod quv«( 
in jour [luiier at' tlic 33rd 



(IE OF BBA»OH. 

e^aoe. All Kvat HdiDU «> polpatik^ 

but it la rnuiifmllj' impuvabli IhBtmU'i 
cui be aotnt upno b; imiaBtfliial exial 
or rnthiT it in olvnrl; and maniripalljr 

liblelhei 



uUoTcr all ibaiiauDaecenarilylinKb, 
i^ahiuifu in Mr. M)ickint(H>b'>i>trk'. 
let bncioK eilher leifiire Or inclimtliaii 
luiti^bni it spaoH \k pfMu'l niP ] 
ileUTOur tn m«i!t nil lliat ti really lotiit 
luMenlatiiit Iheteio. 
11 beaia irlth Cbe " pkltuntiihic iJta 
tr," HO miiob Iti.siiitrd Upon bf Ml 
rfnloah. Mil wi»tdi> are"' """ 



goknn. 



Tbe 

. whicb, 

I inlltHiiiia HCDHP, maj aigniry a 
t cauBBH co-D|H;ratlng or wotkliig 
Dajninily, and whith ma; bv mi 
Med by iha collectivu leriiu ''die 

U power.'" Kow I dilpule the phila> 

)f (bin id*a, «r more properly ihi' no- 

id am qiiiin willing lo rest th« whole 

a or atbetsm upnti the fact ihnl no 

ID beiltfc hiuany iim vhalrvrofpowtr. 

- icli I onn *ay with cerluiniy, that if 

ikintoih ba« an iWra ol power, obila- 

a M unphllosnpbie, it in iDore ihao I 

. 1 •peak not (il »baultt he carefully le- 

itftbOTed) of ihe popular aense atlaclied to 

' wordjiower, but the '' pbilosopbic idea'' 

Mr. MttPkialOfli «nd others. Il is uanal, 

a huTHe bas sueb and lUch 

I, thai he bns more or Uaa 

c, nd)icb node oPexpreuioD, thouph per! 

II pnrpow*, hut when I am ^-raBBlj 






n the man 






s foibfar Ina^Iag 



^(Mtlealpi . 
\Si not that a 

It that there is 



(right. Were H man 

---- » be melled, a stuae in (be nir jiower 

dbethnngbl silly; ami yet jl ia DOtnne 
■• more ahsnrd [o lay that anan ban the 
KlD bo melted, Btones lo fall, or cwiiton- 
' a prnpelled, tbao loaflirm ihaitbtre 
a ii( heat to melt anov, a poiier in 
.. make them kill, or a poner in gun- 
in' Id roroe atoRK a oannaa-i^hat. The 
, ^>, BO human heiiijtean have philosophic 
iniihiloaaphio idea* of any existence but 
" ir, or any phenomena hot (hat which 
. a BxMbits. It has been over and over 
toclBariy proved by HLime and otbtr, that 
" !■ called the idea of power in a groee 
V-nrj atom hoH its peculiar pro- 
id modw of aetion, in other words, 
larcain defioilu manner upon bumau 



HI then 
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d llnithi 



hi^ight of folly to waaie breath about imapi 
nnry notions. ChioierM ontv brei-d ebinien 
and mt'Ehlefi. We know tb»t ftdmy pr 
cedee thiakiBii, or in olber vonja, tbal thinj 
inuit brat aot span Ihe >en-e>, before Itii 
bcenaie fnnd for reflection. SihU ril m Ii 
fnllivlH qatd t^m pr'iMt fail in tntu, \» a tei_ 
atiuient, Mid I think indiapulable inaxIiU] 
Now ai Mr. Mafkintonb pieund* that m 
pbilo4ophical Ideii of fUmer, Or ^od, la in hif 
inielleut, perbapi be will intonn ut hoir ilatd 
Ihere ; through whAt wum alipped l))e id»« 
of hi* intangible, imtnalerial, nrnDiprcfvn"' 
god P It be bus aueb n " philosophic idea,', 
aurety be ean make orhMv arquninted there- 
with, unlexB we eaniUppoae thai beia blensri^ 
tvtib a alxih aeatt; and by this extra dtor ii) 
bis pericranium kti in acnantioat other .At 
dream not of. If >o, bis philoaophie ld< 
like Mr. S'htaeli's •> fis.'d " luie, will be t 
no uae to people with 
candidly and aorrowfully avow, that 1 hii*e 
not the moat dialant conceptioD of ai 
present immaterial subBtance, whether catlei 
power, god, or any other fine name. That 

Dsuse, and the only csune of all tSfCit 
to me facts, no leaa clear and certain tbi 
faotof my own eiistenca. Il Mr. Maekioi. 
loah'a Bcience embrace* a laiger circle of 



fnela ; if hi 



only ki 



ceasin^ly piadncinp eOectx, vrblch elTecI* 
in turn pairnta or onQHea fli other eSiM.'G', 
I say, his aeience embraces more Than tl . 
I am of a lenchible apirll, ai:d will t^ladly ba 
made wi»r. If, bowcter, we only knoir 
matter and ita pbenomena, will Mr. Mnok. 
intoah pleat>e to tell me in plain Isn^npa 
how be knoHH nnytbtng elae P 1 am inclined ~ 
auapect that he wilt try to eeiHit, tot be cat 
not aaiiBcr thie queation ; he cannot point 
the ori|2inal or model of bi* philosophic idei . 
he cannot tell me or any body elae wAo) A« 
nuani hf ihe idea of powir. It ia really 
amusiuK for a writer who, like Mr, Mackii 
loab, flcribblea about '^philofopbio ideaa i 
impenetrable iinnsea, and unknown poweta, 
to net about lecturing me for not clearly and 
precisely defining my lerma, Allowiap^ my- 
aelf OH Kuilly in tbiii particular aa be eoulc 
wiah, 9tlll when Satan Bolemnly reprovee sit 
one cBDUOl hot imile at his devilish iocon- 
aintency. I have always been accuatomac 
to think that the inientor or constant nser d 
a word, like the irreutor or daj-by-daj rcRtu 
lator of a steam carriage, would bestriplara 
the meaning or e.'onnroy of the thing. " ' 
not tncral the «o(d god, I naTct use it but' 
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to ihow the ahtwrdity of its tue. J pretend 
nut to explain what it meana, for the suffi- 
cient reason that, in reality, it has no mean- 
ing whatever. It is an unintelligible word, 
a sound without sense, which w as invented 
by the cunning and is perpetuated by the 
ignorant. 

When for the sake of meeting supersti- 
tionistR,upon something like tangible ground, 
1 said there is or is not a god, 1 meant there 
is or is not something no/ itself mutter, which 
nevertheless moves (to use simpletou*s lan- 
guage), controls, and governs all matter. I 
Bay there is matter, and cannot even imagine 
anything else; but if other people say they 
can, and call that imaginary nonentity 
power, or god, where is the inconsistency, 
where the absurdity, in my declaration that 
there is or is not good sufficient reason to 
believe therein? Let those who use the 
terms unknown power explain, if they can, 
what they mean by them ; or how it is pos- 
sible to know the unknown ; how it is possi- 
ble to have a " philosophic idea ** of what, 
by their own confession, no man is compe- 
tent to understand or explain. 1 hope Mr. 
Mackintosh will not in future attempt to 
slide over these difficulties, in that dashing 
off-hand manner he sometimes assumes. 
J nstead of demanding what 7 mean by the 
term god, he should rather explain what he 
means by it ; for I never pretend to have 
" any definite idea under the terra." The 
term god is utterly nonsensical ; and " un- 
known power'' is, if possible, even more so. As 
to the idea contained in the motto from D'- 
Holbach, 1 am astonished that Mr. Mackin- 
tosh should not have been more wary than 
to quote it with such an air of triumph. A 
boy praising and kissing the rod which 
soundly flogged his own breech, would be 
nothing to this. Why, so far from D'Hol- 
bach himself considering it "a philosophic 
idea of the unknown god,'* that writer has 
distinctly declared in the "System ol Nature," 
that no man tn-er had or ever will have a 
philosoj)hic idea of what he can*t compre- 
hend. "The word god is, for the most part, 
used to denote the impenetrable cause of those 
effects which astonish mankind, which man 
is not competent to explain.** Now, what phi- 
losophic idea of god is there here ? 1 cannot 
discover any. To call an impenetrable 
cause god, surely does not explain the im- 
penetrable cause, it cannot surely make it 
penetrable. D'Holbach does not say that 
the impenetrable cause is god^ but merely 
that the word god is used to denote that cause, 
and if he had, 1 do not see how our ignor- 
ance would have been helped thereby. To 
call causes or supposed causes, of which we 
are ignorant, god, is just to deify our own 
ignorance. It proves nothinf^, explains 
notHiiug, and effects npthiag but mischief. 
284 



I oould quote fifty passagoi from D'Holbich, 
to show that Mr. Mackintosh entirely mtt* 
conceives the sense of that author. Oik, 
however, will be sufBciifnt for my purpotse. 
" Philosophers (says he) explain all thepl^ 
nomena that occur by the properties of mat- 
ter, and though they feel the want of a more 
intimate acquaintance with natural causes, 
they do not therefore the less believe them 
dedncible from these properCes or theie 
causes." Such is the language of atheism, 
and sHch is, 1 thiuk, the language of plain 
sense. 

'i'he space I have devoted to this fanciful 
notion of power, leaves me but room, barely 
to notice some other objections urged by 
Mr. Mackintosh. Oue.is, that "no philoso- 
pher ever asserted that god existed * before 
the worlds " but as I never said that a philoso- 
pher ever did, Mr. Mackhitosh beats the air; 
my own opinion is, that no philosopher ever 
asserted with perfect sincerity, that god ex- 
isted, or exists at all, either before or behind 
the worlds. Only people with damaged iii- 
tellects spout such nonsense. As to the 
string of is and is nots of which complaint is 
made, let those who have curiosity judge of 
it ; it wont hang them, I promise. It is plain 
that Mr. Mackintosh holds me in great con- 
tempt, as a first-rate blockhead. Not a line 
of my unfortunate article does he agree with, 
but stigmatises the whole as *' an awfully ab- 
surd jumble of conflictiufi; ideas, beginning 
from no recognised principle, find \vinding 
up without any tangible conclusion. 'i If ^ 
already said, do not mind all this. It is 
honor formE. But, though so good-tempered 
as not to mind a severe handling, 1 cannot 
allow Mr. Mackintosh to brag about the 
question of demonstration being ^' given up," 
for the quite sufficient reason that peither 
Mr. SoUTUWEf^L nor those who think with 
him on the god subject ever had it to give up, 
they never pretended to demonstrate a non- 
existence, and have always, in effect, referred 
the discussion to the principle of tlie sufficieni 
reason' It will be time enough for Theisti 
to boast about our '* frankly and very pro- 
perly giving up the question of demoustim? 
tion," after they have proved we ever pof- 
sessed it. Of course the principle of the suf- 
ficient reason is the only principle tu which 
an appeal can be made, with a view to tba 
settlement of disputable or controverted 
questions. The Jew is justified in appealing 
to it; and neither Jew nor Turk, Christian, 
Theist, or Atheist, can justify their beliefs ift 
any other manner. They all should have 
reasons — good, sufficient reason for the hope 
or faith that is in them. Mr. Mackintosh is 
right when he declares '*that every superstiti- 
oni&t from Indus to the pole, has a sufficient 
reason (to him) for believing in the kind of 
god or unkiwwn powf:r, in which he does, bs- 
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id Ihcre, hi> liknwiw vill ()«d>re 

'Mtieving ihac tlmre it no god U 
kr •« Agree, but when be goei on 
C if Ta atk for di^uianatniCioii on 
, m tbaJI be tuld Ihiit tlii: World la 
)J an impciietrablB eaihw, wliiph 
:oa)peteiil to eiplnJii," he itiibs 
lOlutrlr falM. The Atheist dutra , 
(ked Tor neKilivi! dvnioiistraliDO. ' 
■ mlly ipHKh by irny of leiily ; 
diMan't kdmit Ihsc the world in 
ail. Tde AlhBiiC thmki oU u 
' tmUlar ^tl, and nhat outragi;Dii« 
ttonld bu to tjik about the HholE 
irned. A {^venied univerw) iin- 
it Kovertiiit; the govern ur 
ittinat from the thine garerucd ; 
be not madiiesE to prAe about the* 
IB moved, directed, kept in order, 
Koveratd bj- cainething die, I am 
« kttovi in what miidneEB consiit*. 
IntMh «tuc to be posaened with 
UlftC Ibe eiiBteuce uf a gDverning 
Utter of bdt, a lome thing 
It dwpute. All ■ 
ly to de termini 

ftttributea or this power or pov- 
V creut thdu will be hi> couatcrnA- 
hUiyeB are opHiied tothematlB' 
U AtheiBti, (o fur rrooi "cndgcll- 
taini '' about attribuita and qusli- 
Mrt*«Ol|nowledge the 'tisltnce oi 

lheO™W. 










i„. I, 1,^1 ■.. u,«..h cll...^ ., ,„., . , 

tlicri: i. nut > leilcli, or that therv t* HM A- 
'hull, na I Em that there la uoc a go'l' ■( 
I hnve iio right to tay there i* not u god, 
vitiiout proving my poaition, h« hsa iinriKht 
to any thriii i* not it devil, without pruvtug 
hli poaitinn. AdM'deviliaili iiiid null-<[i>'T>>u 
■re e^uuDy iloitmatic, or rather t >liLuild i^;,', 
Ihry are eijinilly Eouud in priacipltf hiuI ."fi:- 
M in prautice. Mor oan anythiue be iiii>re 
fallueit^ thun the idea that phi1a>opbi-is kro 
Dulti-d blMn to dliprovE the luultiiudinuni 
Goiicvilaof every orack-brained idiot. Human 
imagination la very proli&ii, and he who 
should never JtniJ "hat he cannot rfrmon- 
,lrale In t'/uhe -ould give error Full twiug, 
id prnoticully ally bimaelf with prieiti' alid 
nlUlbtricouwlrelf ; who will amrffl any 
tlint (treaglbens their autbority. To 
allow oil lorti ol anertioni to paa unchal. 
inged, beCfluae it may be impouible loRi- 
eally to deniouatrale their faliehaod,WDUld be 
ipve free and uadiapated pasi^e to every 
Id eonceit, every crude and undiKesteil 
ilion of vagrant initginationl. P'Hol- 
hach aaya, in hia reply to Clark, that " in tbe 
a it ia never conaidered requisite to 
I Bci/ative, indeed, thii ii niuked hy 
ina amoDgat tboiS Ihinga iin/>oiiltJ« to 
t it ia conaidered of the highut impor- 
td »ouaJneBS of argument, fu vSloHub 
the Bj/irmnlwi by iht jooti conclutlv reown- 
iwi." This ia precisely the view takell by 
Mr. Southwell, aud that my article " begiu- 
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of wor 

u itwjlf; iiol with the altrlhuloa, 
1)0 eklnenoe of deity." If Mr- 
ll tiad rend that passage, he would 
luirionily have dog a hole for bis 
cphieul reputation, or moped an 
djMcutty, by breaking hit sbiujs 



il about '' the same 

>!HU, iheTheiitlo 

il god, alao calls 






that there ia 
he varlda, b 



eeognii 
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wiodiug'jiBitithoiitanyti __ 
woi intended to illustrate. If we are deter- 
min<id to be (Opbislical and nntty nice, it is 
easy lugisally toargnethatuothiug whatever 
can he proved or diiproved. I eia not sure 
that I ewirt, I eonnnt prove my own exitlmce. 
la one lenae all an> sceptic), yet all deem 
some opinion! Taaanablt, aud other* unrtn^ 
tonahle, aevertbeUnj. By maKlng all men 
WfCeasivelj sceptical notfaiur i9 either gained 
or lost by reasun. The Thejat, tbe Panthe- 
i>l,the auti-TbeisI, and the Atheist, atill 
wen'd their seveial ways. Thongb it may 
easily be proved that there is oothimt eertaia ' 
ill human knowledge, in practice men will 
always acont that theory, Jn strinlneH no 
man can be obargsd as bq AtheiM till what 
god is, 19 accurately defined; but such logi- 
cal nlseities speedily and properly vauijh in 
praclioal discuEtionE. ' 

The reasoning that makes the Atheist a 
sceptic, makuj all other men leepcica. The- 
ista, Pulythcidtj, are all but sceptics. So 
that nothing ia either gained or lost by any 
party. Mr. Uaakiatoah allo-rs there nan nn 
I mare be an absolute Theist than an abiolut^ 
Atheist; then theism can gain nothing by 
such useless rcfinemenlaaud wordy cavil lings. 



THE OajuCltS OF RSASOn. 



IS THERS KO -eOD f 






I.U.'- I.. !„■■,■..„ ■;;■ -iJ^rJ,.. Nu, S3, p.^T*. " 
TiiHBK inn oldsayins.rath.rcluui*/ lobe 
■ran, bat vrtf enprewue, winch MVii, when 
O'lur opif iiirb hH« mt bull! uf the wtuiiij 
rnit of tlie&i^meiit. '- eWt him ra|Hj eiiaiiKh 
•ill; vili liniiic biimwir." Nu». 1 ouiiiot belp 
■hM (hiuk tbal tliii in ihe cvw iiitb aantK uf 
.oiir modern Athinitit. Thaj^'buTe'^nrii- 
ni ft YCTj Wrong atiaek^ipoii ftbatJ 
-Upon rxl. In be sure. K^elirtiut end <■ an 
ill™ — 



bett nmidat reli^rmivKcriieiatid li 
" It JH n rHct, iliHt'lhen: mre mon 
and IiiAdel!! of all hindu, In Bomt 
ntntri, where nslipon !> ■• wall Rq* 
ill Rii)(l<ind."* Vn, it li K fx 
Lniiwn fnet, th«t«vca in pi^Md i 
uM ai:d oentn of tbe pntnd m 
thure are mon Atheinlii, Mppciallj 
the primlbood, than in adp otiu 
HawJh thia? Simpl]- h 






with •* 



nlhnn athw n 



tHIul 



iilea o/goit is avtoral tnd 1 



1 of rain. The 
a plii/iical iilea. 
.■ujniuK Liie /iHiuiH <-ouio piuvB (Hhich he 
rniniol) that there is na piicii phyiii^l eiist- 
moc ill ihB univeTM im tbt beiug milled -god : 
»hat then? Hiw lie [iroiBd hiK enseJ ho; 
lerauH', a* has bei;n HBid the idea «/ ,god i» 
A morai ■»<! not *;iAjifc«(ide«. 

"'•'o ■'"" has wen god Mt an; time." 
ThiH i* trae; not beennss the Jew-Reok 
MvB so ; it i* tme in itself: no man has had 
« ptrftct conCFpliim of pii at any time. 
-dlut all men, at alt ttiney, hate had none 
:couceptton of fod, however ijindeqiiale. AH 
mun or4vfleeliiig niinil^ have conotived the 
ie'o if '^gowH'm pri,ieijila, foafr, 
wM^orwh h nilrath »Miveri«, 
I niH, accordlup to the -Oracle, is the idea 
«ibi>h!uh Atheistsw^b lo contend. Thu 
Smt-T is what Ih Atheist loTes tii battle with. 
Well, a« they have eboKn the liiifhrrjcronnd, 
^ut iiB Eee huw thty maintain their position. 
Aefonii jHMcred;) iBiiieombpntupunm to 
4ay fh*Iiin(li-rilie preeentcircUfDHtances of 
persrcnlion. It is V6<y iiaterecaiAe ta me, I 
inijlhl, indeed, lay puinfiil, to attack the 
Dpioiong adranoed in tfie Omc/t. t>o man 



or being, 






am fully coi 



do (dIthoDgb I ani verj 
ons lead lo actiou), and 
1 that the legal prone- 



ther wink al 



h Xhese 1 
>me Atheist! 
lotd up to t 

mill." 



ithyn. 



howefcr, because 'they aiie Atbeii 
Jehovah ol the JeWK, that, tberef 
deny the eiiGiteiice of " (be goetn 
a fie, pouer, or beituf conttndei ,fa. 
IvopUerM." Th idea of ^ od with ■ 
are told,^< Atbciit ]o\wto battle. 
Lett! 



try i< __ 
. doea W. C. a 






readerby the term JMeiii? Doe 

the tioticu of the esiMeuoe of i 
nati.>ual god. called Jupiler, Jebov 
Brahma, Alluh, or n\y otJier mere 
national title? Ifthe man who n 
one urall of tbeee gods be an A 
shall find n al couatrii^ AtheMts- 
ful as blackben 



rhori 



B doctrine, i 



sold ti 



W. C. who "riles Ml elaborately in defc 
pf atheism, saya he would noE give the snap 
or hit linger fur a man who pnifeesed alheistn 
Gimply because he was disgnsted with religions 
villanies. I am afraid iftbis ctass Itc- given 
up there will be i-ery few left. Does not 
W. C. tijow [hiU jiheisra always flourisliCT 



blackberries. But if h^ 
it is tulended tu des^K 
lieilbe existence of "«& , 
. indpU, jKuiier, or bting -contende 
pbilos>rpher»," we shall find, I thi 
"-e ,»lhei!l» B« few and far betweei 
I th£ Alhei>t lures tj battle wilt 
a goraminK principle, power, or 
■J 9t is eljimsvd hy Robert O 
iwer, -or ()owera which difecta thai 
trols th aggregate o Bature," 
3iim keep (be philosophic idea uf ge 
hit miud's aye, and hatlle away t 
longashewill) he will find pleuly< 
opponetiU, amongst whom 1 inysell 
to be one; but, if the pbilosoiAia 
god is to be contiiioally mixed «p \ 
supenitilioua notions of Jeirs, CI 
Uohamedans, Hindoos, and other 
national notions, u ti! ft* whole hat 
so confi^sed and junibled together tl 
are dd means ol knowing distinct 
object or iJea the Atheist is attw 
must say thai I, fur one, have i>o i 
enter intu the rambling sort of eon 
that njnNl necessarily arise Irom aueh 
and indefinite mode of attack. I ■ 
to defend the idea of a govctninj p 
(uiuer, or koiKg, which I would osU j 
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1 Uie uuniruvci'iy aiuni 

rgte, leudtbg Vo uu [irufltstilc resul 

- Pri..«ilV. 



JTo (Aff EiilUiraflhe Oracle n/Hia! 









ItttDil," dto, Thelawtuiiuid in Ibe 

TELL IhBt we idtiitiiDt cnniiilDrii 

f at Kiiw doll ;" k ii rortuiiiile int 
llis l*vr hH4 Bftid to, DT trnlh migbt 
ill], HadL«1ipnlilitbHdLAifiw(- 






■ *»Wy^jr ■IIBW wllru be mild my i.f [lie 




oiT, Mr. Bilitiir, if mich arn u Bienti, BoIAln. 



■fbUuT IheUlile.' lufiLlirajFCI tbp jSw-BuiIi W- 
»uMiihi7tBii>ibiiii^toRiucnn((M>; UioChrM- 
ian>)i>lii>reiii!t«ilbBniiii(Ate*ii«Miiir lliniin- 

j-liiliHuoplnp miudiHml nut *iii""'*'"' '■" :'-~*'T"i',-h'' 
i>"ili iu)ituicip1i! Md diq^l. ni..: ' ' 

I'.iN in L^ pre4i-rit, ud prur 

v'i\"riiu"ui','tTf^lMte'ii,j"ji , ^ 

HorlJ, anil in tbawwlj -hirh is ,.u,^:,,,, .■..„„. 

tb* Emtll uf their •nuiii br »vniiiFlil. ihl'T willd 
nut rmuK W IbE devil to hi^lp tb»m atil iif tbedQ^m- 

"•; ^yoogbt loklWWthMMIJIKOBIiuglUliUViMiW 

the Bill cu vora tmrf mnricliun Iv the luider- 



MkiKiwthi 

kt t^ roarafbtU mi 

T KLmly dT timid miad^f but n 

It dcFnidBri of itatib' asuttm. 



h,%Bat. 



,— _,j for AoHe -rr*— -——•-*■ 

lenloir -~ tliDt >U pfouma in tttis nanm^ht* 
raneiir nuT omTB. thst Tl ui in m 4«llBinK >!&, 
liii<ti»uiau-in»Ne*beliielbFiud|in. Lgliuaial' 
ri.'mdidl, coiKiDiiBiinrewiiDiK, kndoiiredbrn 



aboold 1h Qidremllj' re 
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, ANTJ-PEBSECUTION UNION. 

Tits tnurn 



^ 



t". f iho' I ri^^'of lbs nwxK? 
We mufll be ToFtiAeJ *% 



e. BTTuiged 



nerlptiuQii to whaui ■ppJifAtMin bn wii t 

IS Ihc HCTflta^. The)' nn bn oiled nn 
qnailinl)', InoDlhly, or unbly, at luoA c 
bdA Rit any sum u luiiiill ■» ■ ponn; • w 

UODHTRr CoLLECTOEis Die reqnciiiiii 
iniiucdiatvljrBll mnu b; poBt-aJAH ordei 
i^g to lOp, or □pvTBfdfl, 

AattnvDt rvinraE ii mnOe Vd tUe Call 

■IinsnitiKirtheniuH, ca icinit, Hitbonl del ^ bU 
aiftwlllt1u}'«DniimIuuid. Mrialllr'rbKtiilum 
AHtktUMK ia met iwedsiL Tbo frour fricxida -' 
liban* ^ni coioe funnrd witli tlssity in ihg i 
tan ot Ihinr mnml. The ConiiniUBe, and IBile. _ 
•M 1UDM HcUre ■rwiinjffii'nilii bice gmllv drained 
Ihritfunim. The mmllirMiVir >dT«»teFi orfice-dii- 
'6bviniif tbiwe wbu HpiiroVD of lU iram thfyej-"- 
ebairo, Kfe rvpeeied to ** put thnoBeWeJi about ^'■ 
the nhiQtof a lei^rcaiitliiDeM. It 19 too bid for 
bold ud free bDlh to fight ud piy. 

Lgsdon. M. Rr.lLL, Gin, Sk 

(*o Bi^lmula CoJ-ft-rmm, Bbel(f,iiir» - rami, 
&HuliiyHtkniin(fnfrt,ttieZl^iiut,^fifierthBhiKhi 
tapap m u-Aaf wHf ^u wey Auw eBlbfultd, The 
SifEretiFiiatid tiatoftfu^ Comnillor vitlbe vtulttnd- 
>WM/™.i 8 li«]0 . - ■ ■ 



d tbe 



NOTICE 

ThcAWhoror the "Yahoo" m tbnolied for hi™ 
Idndneso, lua wit^eil ■hall be eomplied With- iiv ia 
bIkd intirmsd that (he ■• nMliwi '' tn hii work have 
bepDplhcnl ui (hn hftddtfnf tiiebnbliiiber, who i^H 
w eiPMj' ittenilon to Ihi™. WonJd tbore •" — 
wnecdoD (o tbe "Sqaib^' bffliur publuhed 
^ofthe"V»beo?™ ^^ 

vtlHLflv* uf u roach impoTtanee in Ih »o 
Uiedof, >DdthE««io(thcb1iiid eiwm 
flBfiopuned to thoflllibilityorpllfliBlbl a 
Bdend DlbeiwiM. tbel lo nttnck ii ba 

inalioe'lhBn loi'o, which lillnr bu hither b 

lug that iho rieada rtf lEiET tKtily pivi? 

■ji*tl idniidh. our cliildreD will rcap- 
llre fnlloWiiiB evtnict, havmg pinna the q 



hifliu'i.' . 

SCBSCHlPTlONa, 
FiirlhtD.fmrr«fMmri.lSeulli<iirU, BU^Otlt.M 

Lnndon.AlfitDmlerrompbell .^ * fl 

CnUecIedotnhilmhiiu.'l.IKTMc.HmJMD I Jfl 
UrliihtoN, Mr. M-Oullagh 9 »M 

AlRntllBd, .;". I (-1 

CBOm^t.iio. wi ., i\ 

" »» " " '.'. '.'. '.. 

^ '1 :: :: :: :: :; 

MMBolfB '.'. '.'. '.'. '.'. ','. '.' v. 

n. jee5^<, Miu wodd -.j 

t^din 4n AdMirer or the HatiI WritriUf 

ofH.C. Jonnlon.CheUe). 

London. M, Rv.i 

PotMr.Fnm.. n J 

BirmingiuHu. K. Niciioi.ts, /Vm. St, 

EbkaTUH.— In No.M, for " Rochdolo Hell nj 
Scieoce," iioif MaoctiHBdd. 

iVoio PHblLihiHg. in A'umftcTi, lU I Ji mt<, 
THK JUSTLY CBLKBllATEil 

AND us EQUALLED S.lTlltlClt. HUAVsitUl-, TH» 

YAHOO? 

With nmnero m A BDITIONS b<j the dutier. 

HOLVOAKE'S TRIAL 

«p 



£Udi 



J 



<..'/' 'I i 



TH« 



OKACLE OF E 




"FAITH'S EMPIRE IS THE WOULD; ITS MdNAItf II. COD: ITS MINISTERS, THE PRIESTS; 



ITS SI.AVKS, Till". ri'OPI.K 



>«#^#X# Vil^ 



Ori'/inotlii K'/i/.f/ Ay en ARI.KS SorTIIWKLL. <,-}t,'-\'>Lim Juni'Mnj \\ 1S|2, 
ttt Tuh^fn* Mmt/tt' hnpri^mmfut in UruUd (Inu!^ u/rl M /hi^u Hth' of ^lO*), ])nLE. No. 

No. 36.] jy^^ ^;,^,.,J^y /^^ (j J HoLYOAKK. JWIlfilJf^v/, nnAognxt 13, 1W2, /«.s'«x J/wi//*#' L*- 

lin!tri»»nm»tiit in (it'-iuvsU't GuoU f'>r lila -vh.-iiiy, ut ('hf!U">h<itn. 



THE " JEW ROOK." 

II. 

** What inspiration irlow* in oxi*T\ line ; 
Abv 'crat Ikv ! isn't that ilivine? 
Then Iky bi-^^at Jacob ; Jut-ob Joe; 
And Joe bcuat — read scripturu and yoiril 
know.** — Yahoo. 

Srcii is a lair siiinmiiry of no incou- 
side ruble portion ofthat sneered fustiiin, 
which bteaus»» culltil «]iviiic, inspired, 
&c. is fTiilpbcil down by the iintliink- 
ing and priostridclcn nmliitmle as tlic 
most sublime and wonderful truth 
that eye can see, ear hear, or niin<l 
conceive. 

A doctor has been defined as a man 
who writes prerfcri})tioiis until the 
paticut either dies or is cured by na- 
ture. So of the bible, it tJupplics rules 
of thonght and conduct until reason 
eiaks, utterly sinks under its inilueuce 
or risen iu rebellion again>t it. 

Jf without common-place hyperbole 
one circumstance may be called more 
extravagant than another in these 
godly times^ it is that all sorts of men 
join ill eiilogisinp; this book as a ])a- 
Tagon. of, truly, ** god knows what," 
for unless helloes no one else can tell. 
Is it from poHcy, to hold the vulgar 
in priestly chains ? Is it from ex- 
pediency, to curry favor with respcrt- 
ahles ? Is it from cant, to cover guilt ? 
C^'an it be from the intrinsic excellence 
of this ever-blessed Jew- Book ? Take. 
tlie following, as a small minute frac- 
tion aly doubly diluted, dim in- shed, re- 
fined, and distilled spcciuien of the 
intellectual and in valuablc/ac^* evolv- 
ed from it by that sagacious genius 
the Bishop of Alexandria : 
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God is always, and the pon ia always; 
the same time the father, the same time the 
son. The son co-exists with god unbegot- 
t(»nly, being ever begotten, bein^ xmhcQoiienhj 
bi'gotten, 

\'\}T which piece of prnotical infor- 
mation, the lord in his mercy be 
praised. 

Please to remembc=Y that x\riu3 was 

guilty of blasi)hemy for denying this, 

' !is likely enough I am for doubting it. 

Is the book loved lor its moraUty ? 
Its moral teaching ? Its salutary ad- 
vice to the young ? 1 venture to say, 
and hope the attoniey-g(?neral will 
not dispute it with me, that "Jolly 
Nose " was a saint to Solomon, and 
"Xix my dolly pals lake away," a 
moral composition compared with his 
songs. 

1 can understand why bishops call 
this holy ; can comprehenil why law- 
yers affect a sacred nn'erence ior its 
contents ; and why Socialists some- 
times talk of the true christlanUy it 
contains; but why such a man as 
W. J. I'ox, who reasons so peerlessly 
on huuian sentiments and character, 
who profoundly analyses the springs 
of the loftiest morality, and stands 
alone the " Socrates of his age," how 
such a man can call the bible a " glo- 
rious book," 1 never couhl compre- 
hend. Such ways to me, like the al- 
mighty's, are ])iist finding out. 

But hus not the time arrived when 
the matter touching this said book 
may be duly investigated, and its 
heavenly beauties fairly revelled in ? 
The ancient Clnostics were, history- 
records, as irec in Ihftk ^itxvKXvixsak <5^ 



THE ORACLE OF REASON. 



the bible as the modem Infidels. I 
believe we are much inferior to the 
Gnostics in our comments on the ko- 
ran of the Christians. 

The bible is said to be incorpora- 
ted into our common-law — the law 
can be discussed, ergo, the bible can. 

Mr. Southwell called the bible a 
revoltingly odious Jew production — 
the idol of all sorts of blockheads, the 
glory of knaves, the disgust of wise 
men, and some other thiugs equally 
just and equally true. Priests cried 
out this is all mere assertion, and next 
took care (b lodge him in gaol to 
prevent him adducing the proof. 

I hope to remedy this necessary 
deficiency, and proceed with an in- 
quiry into the grounds on which Mr. 
S. asserted what we have seen. In 
the mean time, for the consolation of 
the godly, for whom I own a daily 
increasing affection, I admit that the 
bible is " a lamp to our feet and a 
light to our paths," but as Cowper 
says — 

'Tis such a light as putrefaction breeds 
In fly-blown flesh, whereon the magot feeds ; 
Shines in the dark, but ushered into day, 
The stench remains, the lustre dies away. 

G. J. H. 

TRIAL FOR BLASPHEMY. 
To the Editor of ike Oracle oj Reason, 

Gloucester, Aug. 16, 1842. 
Sir. — T was present in the court, yes- 
terday, to witness what I shall de- 
scribe as the mock trial of Geouge 
Jacob Holyoake. He was heard 
to the full in his truly Christian de- 
fence ; both judge and jury would, 
if they could, have suppressed every 
word of it. They listened with evi- 
dent pain to the beautiful strain and 
flow of his noble and ennobling sen- 
timents, through nine hours. It was 
a proud day in the record of my life. 
I heard Wooler and Hone defend 
themselves successfully, in 1817; 
but I would prefer to be declared 
guHtj with Holyoake to being ac- 



quitted on the gromid of Wooler aa) 
Hone. To the judge and jury I d» 
not impute any other vice than that 
ol their religion. In that their vice- 
was strong. They were precisely 
such men as the evangelist described 
exclaiming to the saviour, ** He haCAf 
spoken blasphemy I he' is worthy t>^ 
death — away with him, crucify him f 
In Holyoake I saw the saviour beforer 
thejudgment seat ofPilate the Archer : 
Bartram, the witness, was Judas Isc^^ 
riot ; Erskine, the judge, Pilate, more 
bigoted, less reasoning, and less hu- 
mane than the Roman governor ; tlie 
jury, with the wigged counsellor at 
their head, were the Jews, infuriately 
crying in ignorance of the truth and 
virtue of the saviour, -^iwzy iwl4 such 
a pestilent jellcwy crucify him! 

I am proud of calling Holyoake mjr 
friend, and of ranking among \a» 
friends. His imprisonment for six 
months will be his honour, and tke 
queen's disgrace. Willingly would 
1 have his imprisonment, to carry out 
the good he has done. Agitate I will 
this neighbourhood for some time to 
come, and proclaim and prove Holy* 
oake the Christian and his perseca- 
tors the Infidels. This is my gain in 
knowledge of the principles of trtth 
as laid down in the bible. 1 havef 
discovered in the understanding: 
of those truths that such men a* 
Holyoake and myself have been the 
Christians, and our persecutors v3^ 
Infidels of the most vicious and worst 
description of character — idolatorS' 
without reason ; Atheists without the 
true god ; politicians without righte- 
ous principle; professing moralist* 
without morals ! 

I every day feel that I have made 
myself a tower of strength agaiiM^ 
the enemy of man in adopting thi» 
course. I sacrifice no principles of 
my past life ; I carry them out only 
with the truer nomenclature of lO/ 
ignorant enemies ; I giving a reason 
for so doing in history and the ety- 
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moi<^7 of language ; thcj worship- 
^ng they know not what ! 

As far as my pen can be of ser- 
ice to the Oracie, I will support it 
arii]^ Mr. Holyoake's impriaouuient. 
luch of its style I tliink not the bear, 
ut iti principles I proclaim (JArw^/ofw, 
nd of the best kind. Excuse me in 
lis description of things bj names, 
ad. I can and will help jou. To 
BLrry on this warfitre in the best 
aarmer my ground must be taken. 
.*et the enemy attempt to renew a i 
)ro3eciition against mc, with my pre- 
sent command of the language of the 
Bubject; I should be glad to catch 
tkem doing it. Yours, in the service 
of truth, Richard Caklilk. 

IA.8 far as our limited space will permit, the ' 
pages of the Oracle are at the service of I 
Mr. Carlile. It would be discreditable | 
in us to offer any obstruction to one who ! 
lias been of such eminent service to the 
cause in which we are both enpa^red — viz., 
the destraction of superstition. — W.C.] 
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IS THERE A GOD? 

XXI. 

Theologians as well as philosophers 
of alt ages and nations, have allowed 
that SOMETHING fnuat have been from 
oil eternity; in other words, that 
something must have been seli-exist- 
6nt, therefore uncreated and everlast- 
ing. They all agreed upon this point, 
and I believe upon no other. They 
*ll agreed uf)On tt^iC sojnethingy and all 
qoarrelled like drunkards or ^-ild- 
l>ea8ts, about the nature of that some- 
tniug. Dr. Clarke not only agrees 
^at something must have existed 
fc)m all eternity, but confidently as- 
serts that there has existed from all 
^rnity some unchungeable and indc- 
pwident being ; but it is much to be 
'jetted that the learned doctor did 
Jiot tell us how he got his knowledge 
*^f this unchangeable and independent 
°^g. lliat something has existed 
fipm all eternity, the Materialist rea- 
^J admits. Indeed, there is no es- 
^pe from such a conclusion. It 
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forces itself upon the mind with all 
the weight of a self-evident truism. 
When however Dr. Clarke says that 
eternal something is an unchangeable 
anjil independent being, he takes a 
huge stride, without leave or licence 
from philosophy. There is, in fact, 
neither rhyme nor reason ia such 
language as applied to the universe. 
Whatever is is part of the universe, 
and what is part of the universe it is 
obvious cannot be either unchange- 
able or independent of it, as shown 
by the very learned Ocellus Lucanus, 
who reasons thus : — 

" The universe admitteth neither 
generation nor corruption, for it ever 
was and ever shall be ; inasmuch as 
if it were subject to time it would 
not yet continue. For if any man 
should conceive it to have been made 
he would not be able to find into what 
it should be corrupted and dissolved ; 
since that out of which it is made is 
before the universe, as that into which 
it shall be corrupted will be after the 
universe. Besides, the universe be- 
ing made, is made together with all 
things, and being corrupted is cor- 
rupted together with all things, 
which is impossible, so that the 
universe is without beginning and 
ending. Now whatsoever had a be- 
gimiing of its production and ought 
to partake of dissolution, admitteth 
two alterations ; the one from that 
which is less to that which is greater ; 
and from that which is worse to that 
which is better ; and that term from 
whence it beginneth to be bettered, is 
called production ; as that to which 
it arriveth is called the state; the 
other alteration is from that which is 
greater to that which is less ; and from 
that which is better to that which ia 
worse ; but the period of this altera- 
tion is called corruption and dissolu- 
tion. If, therefore, the whole be pro- 
ducible and corruptible, when it was 
produced, it was altered from that 
which waa lea^ \.o \\jkaX >K\!^Oa. '^^wk 
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greater; and from that which was 
worse to that which was better ; and 
consequently will afterwards be al- 
tered from the greater to the less, and 
from better to worse. So that the 
world being produced admitted growth 
and state ; and shall again receive 
diminution and corruption. For every 
nature that admitteth progress, hath 
three terms, and two intervals. The 
three terms are production, state, and 
dissolution ; but the two intervals are 
from the production to the state, and 
from the state to the dissolution. Now 
the universe doth of itself afford us 
no such evidence, since no one ever 
saw it produced nor altered cither in 
ascensu or descensu, but it always re- 
mained in the same condition it is now 
in, equal and like itseU. The evident 
signs whereof are the orders, fit pro- 
portions, figures, situations, intervals, 
faculties, mutual swiftness and slow- 
ness of motions, numbers, and periods 
of time ; for all such things admit al- 
teration and diminution, according to 
the progress of a producible nature ; 
for that whicli is greater and better, 
acconipanieth tiie state by reason of 
its vigour ; and that which is less or 
worse, accompanicth the dissolution 
by reason of its weakness. Now I 
call the world by the name of universe, 
which appellation it obtaincth in that 
it is framed out of all thiiijrs, beifjj? 
an absolute and perfect collection of 
all natures ; for besides the universe 
tJtere is nothing, and ij there be anything 
it is contained in the universe^ either as 
a part or excrescence thereof. As for 
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those things that are contained in the 

world, they have communion with the sity be greater and more 

world, but the world hath communion than the universe, which cs 



with nothing else besides itself ; for all 
other things have not such a nature 
as is sufficient of itsdf, but stand in 
need of the communion with other 
things ; as living creatures need res- 
piration, the eye light, and the other 
senses their several objects ; and plants 
need the juice of the earth for their 
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for all things are hurryed bj 
verse, and endowed with life 
So that if it comes, neither 
thi?ig without the world, nor 
then it cannot be subject to c 
and dissolution. Moreover, 
if it be well considered, se 
take away continuity from 
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und most lK)n(»uble parts in a certain 
proportion, lessening it bj degrees, 
and applying it to all mortal things, 
BS also admitting a progress of its own 
xsoDstitation (for the first bodies beiug 
moved, do in a uniform maimer pcrr- 
^onn their periods), 1 say, a progress 
^ot continued and local, but consist- 
ing in alteration : viz., condensation 
and rarefaction. Thus fire being 
pressed together, produceth air ; air, 
water.; and water, earth. Also, from 
earth there is the same period of alter- 
adons, till you come to fire again, 
vheace the alteration at first began. 
Likewise fruits and plants received 
their beginning from seeds, which 
being eonae to maturity and perfection, 
are again resolved iiito seeds, nature 
making her progress from the same uri' 
to the same. But men and other ani- 
mals do in a more inferior manner 
finish the progress of iheir nature 
{smce they do not return to their first 
age), neither have they a reciprocal 
ebange into one another, as it is in 
fire, air, water, and earth ; but after 
they have run through their aforesaid 
parts of their race, and passed their 
sereral ages, they are dissolved and 
Jje, becoming in the same state as 
tbey were. These, therefore, are ar- 
j^ments sufficient to prove that the 
nniverse remaineth perfect and un- 
conropted ; as also that the excres^ 
cence and results thereof suffer only a 
mutation, and not an annihilation, 
&ere being no such thing as quies in 
waufa, all things being in a^perpetual 
circular motion . Nay, that the figure, 
motion, time, and substance thereof 
Me without beginning and end ; there- 
by it plainly appears that the world 
•dmitteth neither production nor dis- 
fiolntion ; for th^ figure is spherical, 
wid consequently pn every side equal, 
*od therefore without beginning or 
ending. Also the motion is circular, 
•nd consequently stable, never shift- 
^S its former place. The time, like- 
^9 U ipfinite. wherein the motion 
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is performed, as tliat which is moved 
had neither be^nning nor shall have 
an end ; from all which it is evident^ 
that the univer^se admitteth neither 
production nor corruption. 

" Again, as the frame of the world 
has been always, so it is necessary 
that its parts should likewise always 
have existed : by parts I mean the 
heaven, earth, and that which Jieth 
betwixt, viz. the sky ; for not without 
thes% but with these and of these the 
worla consists. Also, if the parts 
exist, it is necessary that the things 
which are in them should also co-ex* 
isrt; as with the heaven, the sun, 
moon, fixed ctars, and planets ; with 
the earth, animals, plants, minerals, 
gold and silver ; with the air, exhala- 
tions, winds, and alterations of wea- 
ther, sometimes heat and sometimes 
cold; for with the world all those 
things do and ever have existed as 
parts thereof. Nor hath man had 
any original production from the 
earth or elsewhere, as some believe, 
but hath always been as now he is, 
co-existent with the world, whereof 
he is a part. Now corruptions and 
violent alterations are made according 
to the paits of the earth; sometimes 
by the overflowing of the sea, some- 
times with the dilating and parting of 
the earth by winds and waters im- 
prisoned in the bowels thereof; but 
a universal corruption of the earth 
never hath been nor ever shall be,. 
Yet these alterations have given oc-*. 
casion for the invention of many lies, 
and thus are we to understand them 
that derive the original of the Greek 
history from Inachus the Argive ; not 
that he was really the original thereof, 
as some make him, but because a 
most memorable alteration did then 
happen, some were so unskilful as to 
make that construction thereof; and 
if any way we may believe Adam ta 
be the first man, we must expound it 
after this manner, viz. : That he was 
the first of the whole race* But fot 
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the universe and all the parts whereof 
it subsists, as it is at present so it ever 
was, and ever shall be ; one nature I 
perpetually moving and another per- > 
petuallj suffering; one always go- 
verning, and the other always being 
governed/' 

Thus Ocellus Lucanus on the^uni- 
verse, an atheistical author so ancient 
that by some he is held to have been 
contemporary with Moses ; by others 
that he was before him. The n^ed 
Charles Blount thought it very strange 
that so ancient and learned an author 
should have so different a sentiment 
of the world's beginning from that of 
Moses, for (says he) naethiuks if Mo- 
ses's history of the creation and of 
Adam's being the first man, had been 
a generally received opinion at that 
time. Ocellus Lucanus who was so 
eminent a philosopher, should not have 
been ignorant thereof. I agree with 
Mr. Blount, that if the Mosaic cock- 
and-a-bull story about the creation, 
Adam's being the first man, &c. was 
extant at the time Ocellus Lucanus 
wrote, it would have been very strange ' 
indeed had he been ignorant of it. It 
is far more likely that he was well ac- 
quainted therewith, but thought it too 
contemptible for notice. 

THEORY OF REGULAR GRADATION. 

XXII. 

Next in the series to fishes come 
the amphibia, or those animals who 
are able to live both in the water and 
on the land. 

The bones composhig the head, of 
this class are remarkable for remain- 
ing permanently disunited, as in the 
higher orders, during the development 
of these parts, a fact which every one 
acquainted with the infancy of chil- 
dren must be aware of. The shoulder 
of a frog consists of scapula, clavicle, 
or collar (from clavis, a key), and 
coracoid bone ; the bones of the fore 
arm consist oC radius and ulna, so 

united that & faint line indicates their 
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former separation. " In the earl^ 
part of their existence, and while thi^ y- 
enjoy an aquatic mode of life, th^i^ 
organisation is in due accordance ; ^it 
first their members arc scarcely per* 
ceptible, whilst their tail is of great 
length, and continues so in those des- 
tined to continue their watery hjabi- 
tation; but in the frog, &c., wlxiclj 
are to breathe by lungs, the taQ ig 
gradually removed by absorption, and 
the extremities, particularly the pos- 
terior, undergo a rapid evolutioix." 

The proteus, siren, and the tadpoles 
of the higher anurous species, are 
moved through the water by the same 
kind of lateral motion of the spiiie 
and tail as in fishes. The great l4i- 
teral muscles that accomplish tlicse 
motions are still pale, bloodless, a nd 
feeble, and their connecting cellular 
tissue is soft, scanty, and colourless; 
the muscles are slightly connected 
to the akin, and present but little ap- 
pearance of tendinous structure. 5^0 
far the muscular system closely, re- 
sembles that of fishes, but in the adult 
state of the anurous species, it pre- 
sents characters very remote from 
thera, arising from their great extent 
of respiration, and their inhabiting" a 
rarer medium. The oblique caudal 
muscles in the tadpole of the tailless 
tribe, become absorbed with the ver- 
tebrfE to which they are attached, ^ 
the animal assumes its perman-^^^ 
form ; but its change of habits is still 
provided for by the great developna^^* 
of the muscles of the posterior eX-r 
tremity, in fact, they closely resenn"b*® 
those of the human leg; and he^"*^^ 
the act of swimming in man is ^^ 
accurate imitation of that of the iT'^^S- 
In this animal, the extensor.-? ^^S^ 
much stronger than th§ flexors of ^\^l 
leg, and those of thft arm ar© "" 

feebly developed. 

The nervous system in ampb' 
exhibits a degree of perfection 
much above that noticed in fis^^^*-^ 
.So zw^\A «cte the changes in the 



THE OKXCLE OF BBASON. 



i^fStem of the frog from the fisli 
to the reptile state, tliat tliey can 
hi detected from day to day. In the 
hwer orders of the amphibia we p« 
«eive fui approHoh to the digesti' 
Wg»n« of fishes; but in many we 
diScoTiered aa aj^roKimatioa to the 
li^hei vertebrata. The metamor. 
ifaosis which thia class of animals 
oSergOes in passing from the pisci- 
HFm to the repiilian state, is striking'' 
' iUuBtrated iu their circulatory 
'Mem: beginning life with the 
B lieart of a fish, and ending; it 
B double heart of a reptile. As the 
iitt^al chasfes from an aqaatic to 
■ atmospheric rasprratiou, tiie bran- 
«B, or giila, become absorbed, aad 
' iinga proportionally developed, 
'■^i.r arteries experience correspond- 
r 'changes, those of the former 
K^Uia diminishing, while those of 
^ latter increase milh the growth of 
^ lung. The two veius which 
't\iTntlie blood from the mdimental 
ti>sg also eniarge,*iiO(l 83 they aiTive 
^t the heart, they undergo a reraark- 
HiV« ditnlation, nhich constitutes the 
left atiricle. 

Frogs atid Babmaadere, in their 
tadpole state, breathe hy gills, which 
daring the earliest periods .of their 
icxleience are situated externally ; 
/boy bIso possess rudimentary lungs, 
JKrhich are developed as the animals 
from the aquatic to tlie atrial 

The reader will not fail to observe 
at this class, in (heir first atale of 
existence have an OTganieation eit- 
iiltling tUem to live in the element 
WouSar to fishes, and conseqnentlj of 
lO use to them when they haveunder- 
Qie chaoge approximating them 
land animi^, and that when this 
ftbea place those orgaus full iuto dix- 
ise and consequently perish, being 
kbsorbed into the ayatem ; just as llie 
riginal hone in the higher orders, 
rhen fractured, is first of all surroHud- 
i by the depositions of new bone, and 



subsequently absorbed, all it 
by which alone it could continue fl 
exist, being withdrawn from it, e 
conveyed only to the living or n 



IS THERE NO GOD P 

len fA to old A^ing. nrher eliUDHy t 

'iientJiugaibQliloftliEr wrong end of 
ttiU ^ give hiiiL rope ennuirh he will b 

me, let ui ntuon UgeUur.''— JEW-Bt 
E above omicoiiK paseage 114 thointrodaa^ 
of Mr.Mactin- 
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t felt some anxiety for the caq« 
whii'h I bad been sdvocBliaii, "' ' ' 
muaC bare given it a, inaTtel at^ tbroi 
my ignomnoe of »bal I was irrilin); or 
1 breathed more frEely, howi 
rived u the end, htviog dincovered id) le 
lew groaadlena, and tbat it was mere! 

■ome Id, if I did not tate heed ; " 

entirely in peiceivinst any conasii 

he itilroductioD and the subaeqnei 

if Tar, in fact, froui Mr. M. imagiiihijj lb 

iiCher me or my party bad bung aunwtves, 

:halleDgea U9 Co a cliiicnselDn of tbe gmaa 

if aCbetam, upon ibe priiii'iplea ' ' ' 

lown, which iij proof be eonei ' 

Dn:e Atheists unhung, imd th 

I i™ 01 able 000. 

Before proceedinp to notiei 
a tbe artiule 1 epeak of, I wi 

nbsenationa (no opportnnitj 

before] in explanation of wha 

Nn, 34, respectian Mr. 

iniu^n s " uieaert^tion upon the being and ai 

trihuten of god." It haa been nbjec-' ' ' 

on Mr. Macldntoab's boob, 1 allU'led hinlj 
Bhioh I wo* 
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ibiit from nliat I had heard I co 
self juatilied in imjiuting lo liim 
tiien. Whilrt J looked odIj li 
■ought to accompliah (i..e. B* far ai ibe g 
or bad opinion of otbera would affect ray«l 
I itasntili aornpulous of the means Icinplo^' 
If more good ran he 3me by qucEtionind 
where there are granndfl for it, thv molh'rt tf 
a piililtc man nbyHhouId ne hcaitnti lodol^j 
1 would rstber lacriflce the good Qpioiwi ■ 
men generally, than atop than in the exeCH 



onaed .Mr. Mat 



in h 



THE ORACLE OF REASON. 



To return, Mr. Mackintoshes remarks in 
the last Oracle are based upon an assertion of 
mine, that '* I would not give the snap of my 
finger for a man who professed atheism simply 
because he was disgusted with religious viU 
lanies," &c. When I said thi^, I meant 
that such a man was not, in my opinion, com- 
petent to defend atheism. That if certain 
anomalies, villanies, See. in some religions 
induced him to think there could not be a god 
—and such conduct be permitted ; some other 
religions, less corrupt (if any) would have re- 
tained him a firm believer ; that such a man 
would not be an Atheist from principle but 
from feeling ; that his quarrel would be with 
the attributes rather than the existence of 
deity ; and that, if a difficulty presented itself, 
which his ignorance of the basis of atheism 
would prevent his surmounting, he would most 
nrobably lapse into deism, fioin which per- 
haps he had never been quite clear, or, what 
is not uncommon, " return like a dog to his 
vomit," and embrace the old Jew-Book. 

Supernaturalism springs from man's ignor- 
ance of naturalism, and can never he efifuc- 
tually driven from the world unless man in 
his infancy is carefully guarded from errors, 
which he is ever ready to imbibe when pre- 
sented to him, unless his mind he previously 
occupied by truth. The man who thinks him- 
self an Atheist because he is disgu8t<?d with 
religion, is like the teetotaller who fancies in- 
toxication the cause of all the misery in the 
world, whereas it is only an tfiect, and who 
thinks to produce the millenium by inducing 
the men of his generation to drink water. 
Both parties are forgetful that human insti- 
tudons change daily, but that the operations 
of nature, or the whole, are always the same. 
The children of such an Atheist as I spoke of 
may not see the same reasons for disgust up- 
on looking into society in their day, as their 
father did, and become goddites accordingly ; 
but this could not have been had their father 
been an Athei«5t from principle, and they ca- 
pable of receiving the s:ime imprt'S-iion.s, or 
nearly so, as he did, for nature's modes are 
always the same ; and the facts, if any, which 
were before man, in favour of a god existence, 
are now, and vice versa, 

Mr. Mackintosh savs — 

• 

God IS AN IDEA dwelling in the mini of man. 
The idea of uod is a moral n(»t u physical idea. Sup- 
pose the Atiieirft coulil PIIOVE (wliich he cannot) 
i/iat t/iore ».v nn siic/i PHYSICAL exisleucf in the %tni- 
varse ax tUe heimj aiUetlgKi: what then? Has UK 
I'ROVKl) HIS CASK? NO! Jlc'cau.se, aa has been 
Raid, the idea of god is a tnorul and nut a physical 
idsa. 

What is here meant, I know not, it is far 
beyond my comprehension. An idea derived 
from u'it}iout the universe ! How very far- 
fetched! and of questionable utility when ob- 
tained. But what are ideas; are they not 
effecis derived from pinjsical causes ? Can 
tJbere be aa idea, tvithont something exists to 



generate it r Can we have an idea of no- 
thint; ? If not, our ideas mnst be ideas trf 
something; and if of something, that some- 
thing must be in (be universe ; and if in the 
universe it must be matter, or physical sub- 
stance, or a condition of matter or physical 
substance ; and if a conditir.n, dependent up- 
on the thing conditionated— and not to be 
separated from it even in thought. Ideas are 
the result of sensation, and may be called the 
images or reflections of things. There are 
ideas of physical substance, and of moral con- 
duct based upon a knowledge of physics. Ihere 
can be no ideas independentof or not traceable 
to physical causes. But Mr. M. says, " god 
is an idea dwelling in the mind of man," and 
that were the Atheist to " prove that there is 
no such physical existence in the universe " 
as a god — the idea would still exist, which is 
tantamount to contending for an UKCAUSED 
effect ! Mr. M. says. ** ALL men of reflect- 
iiiff mindx have conceived the existence of a 
* governing principle, power, or being,' who 
or which rules the universe," and yet con- 
tends that this *' governing principle^ ptuver^ 
or being J** is an idea merelg, "dwelfing in 
the mind of man," which, granting it to be a 
god, makes it a local one (an idea Mr. M, 
himself repudiates), confined, moreover, to a 
miserably restricted locality—the skull of a 
man I What an absurdity is here-r-the atom 
governing the aggregate— a part controlling 
the whole ! But not ^en that, but a con- 
dition or mode of an atom or part, controlling 
and directing the whole! ! Well ntight the 
Egyptian sages say, " Man, know thyself;** 
what man who knew himself would have ad- 
vanced such an arirument ? 

But again, Mr. Mackintosh affirms that 
**god is an idea," and yet says also, that 
" no man has had a perfect conception [or 
idea] of irod [or of the idea dwelling in himj 
at any time. But all men, at all times, have 
had some conception of god, however inade- 
quate." Here we have an idea, which is 
not an idea ; a god, who is not a god — an im- 
perfect idea, and of course an imperfect god, 
A No, an inadequate conception^ resident in 
the mind of a man, doing what .^ — mind, the 
inadequate conception only, not the man, 
even— why, governing the universe ! 

When Mr, Mackintosh says, *' god is an 
idea dwelling in the mind of man," and that 
"all men" have had this idea, he would 
seem to infer that the god idea, the idea of a 
god, or rather, god itself or himself, belongs 
inseparably to man, and is an inherent con- 
sequence of his existence, and that it would 
be impossible for a man to be without it ; if 
such be the case, the idea roust be what is 
called innate, or born with him, a vulgar er- 
ror now exploded ; and this it would seem 
Mr. M. thinks, when he says that were thero 
no " such physical existence in the universe, 
\ as t\iQ\>e\i\^ c«\\^^ %Q^," *\:\V\>««iMld tlie idea 
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loaophera,*' we uhvAX find, I think that the Athoists 
are tew und fur botwocn. 

Of what consequence ifl it to the argument 
whe#ier there be few or many ? Truth does 
not depend upon numbers ; I never said Athe- 
i<ts were numerous-rbecause I do not believe 
they are ; but they may be more numerous 
than Mr. M. imagines, which would be na 
proof of the correctness of their opinions. 

lu conclusion, I cannot, for my own party 
understand the object of Mr. MackintotthV 
artii le ; if it was simply to state that he was 
willing tu discuss atheism upon th6 grounds 
laid down by me, why not have commenced 
at once ? "Where was the necessity of using 
a great number of wonls simply to say, that 
he *^ should be willing to enter into a friendly 
controversy with any Atheist who loves to 
battle with the idea of * the governing prin- 
ciple, power, or being contended for by phi- 
losophers,* pndwho will keep strictly to that 
icfea ** — where, I say, was the necessity for so 
long a preamble, when I had stated such a 
man to be the Atheist I recognised ; unless he 
thought me dishonest, or that I did not know 
what I meant when I wrote such words P 
rope. How'is this? Simply becauMp the If | or any other ran from the argument, the 
Lngbehind the scenes are better acquainted ', Jogg would be ours, the gain our opponent's. 

The columns of the Oracle are open to Mr. 
Mackintosh or any competent disputant on 
the side of goddism, and I think I may affirm 
that they will find plenty of work in what has 
already been advanced in its pages. They 



Besides, if the idea be innate, or 
I mnn, there never was nor ever can 
tfaeist, for it is folly to suppose a man 
lieve that which he believes. He 
ive an idea of a ^^ governing princi- 
T, or being,'* who governs the uni- 

the same moment that he has no 
I. 

be remembered that Mr. Mackin- 
declared that there cannot be an ab- 
heist, until it W proved that there is 
ad that Southwell, Holyoake, 
jw'ere only sceptics ; and yet, wbilst 
ipg of the incorrect use of terms on 
of others, continually uses this term 
raking of the class calling themselves 

and also designates as Atheists the 
I whom he is himself endeavouring 
and whom an Atheist would declare 
even sceptics, but goddists. He says, 

fact (qaoting from Priestlv^ that there 
Iktheists, and IntideU of all klnilri, in Ko> 
)lie states,where rel ijjion \a so well suarded 
igland." Yei*, it in a fact, a well known 
9vea in ]^apal Kuine, the Kent and centre of 

snpertitition. tlifre ui e more AUieists^ es- 
moDgst the priesthood, than in any other 



i villanies " of ttuperstition than o tiler men, 
lerefore diagnnteu H-ith therfc vll1aniefl,and 
itly become Ath<>iHt^ in respect to the god 
*.y hold np to the pcuple, although they 
heimpoflture because it brings "grist to 
' It oy no means follows, however, be- 
T are Atheists to the Jehovah of the Jkwh, 
•fore, they deny the existence of " the go- 
inciple, power, or being contended for by 
Bra.'' 

raniine this a moment, Mr. M. coif- 
Lt there are more Atheists, bona fide 
, of conrse, in Rome, men who dis- 
he existence of any governing prin- 
an in any other country; and yet 
r are only Atheists or disbelievers iii 
hey themselve? have manufactured, 
has himself declared that he is an 
:o the Jew-Bodk god, and yet that he 
I Atheist, but a firm believer in the 
? of a god. The argument in the 
'. have given above is equal to saying, 
dler who knowingly swore a brass 
as gold, didnH himxelj believe it ; and 
withstanding lie did not believe the 
d was truth, yet he did believe that 
re gold watches in existence ! And, 
stupid Atheist" should imagine that 
1 Were Atheists (i.e. disbelievers in 
ing principle), we are told, " It by 
s follows, however, because they are 
to the Jehovah of the Jews, that 
> they deny the existence of * the go- 
principle,' " &c., or, in other words 
no means follows because they are 
, that therefore they are Atheists, 
lackintosh proceeds — 

e term Atheist, it is intended to designate 

bo deniea the existence of " the govemhig 

jpower, or being contended (or by by phi- 



may, if they prefer it, choose their own 
ground, we only ask for fair play, having 
proved ourselves ever ready to grant it. 

W. C._ 

THE FREE INQUIRER'S WHY AND 
BECAUSE. 

WRITTEN BY CHARLES SOUTHWELL. 
V. 

fp^hi/ have the givers of sound know- 
ledge been stigmatized as vile and 
damnable ? 

Because hitherto the human mind 
has, indeed, been as an uncertain 
mirror to the rays of things, which 
mixing with them its own nature, 
perverts and distorts them, which 
pervertion and distortion have ren- 
dered men vain and panic-struck bj 
the idea of death, which is the con- 
dition of all priest-ridden people, who 
are priest-ridden because thej are 
full of panic terrors; so that the 
words of the wise and sober among 
mankind, which should be as goads 
and nails driven far in, are unheard 
' or unheeded ann^^ \i)cka \lq^\\sc|j Xjotn:- 
pest oJ fati».tic\aTCL. 
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/iP^yhastlie doctrine of the iinmor- 
'tality of the soul held such amazLng 
linfluence over the miods of men ? 

^ecojifse^he love of Ufe is uistinct- 
;ive, but th^n experience taught man- 
kind that death was inevitable ; and 
.;the craftj who ever profit by the 
delusions of the simple, seeing that 
the majority of their fellow-creatures 

had a secret dread and inward horror 
^of shrinking into nought, set about 
the inventaon of doctrines which at 
once flattered the pride, excited tlie 
hopes, and stifled the reason of their 
/dupes. This doctrine which has had 
more influence over the destinies 
of the human race than any other, is 
like all othjers, speculative, and there- 
fore matter of belief, of which phi- 
losophy knows nothing ; and nothing 
is more impoitant, or more necessary 
to be understood by the people at 
large than this — that all doctrine is 
founded on belief, whilst all science 
is fotinded on knowledge ; so that 
they may, in future, separate matters 
of belief from matters of knowledge ; 
as it is clear that when we have tra- 
ced the chain of causes and effects 
up to its last link, it may be under- 
stood that there philosophy ends, and 
belief or faith begins ; so that these 
two empires of philosophy and faith, 
may be likened to the empire of light 
and the empire of darkness ; in which 
latter, all being equally in the dark, 
all are equally blind, and when the 
blind lead the blind, both, we are 
told, will tumble into the ditch. The 
wise Solomon declared, that god had 
made everything beautiful in its sea- 
son, and had given over the world to 
our disputes and inquiries, but that 
man cannot find out the work which 
god has made from its beginning up 
to its end ; but the wise men of the 
west act and speak as though they 
had penetrated into the innermost 
receases of nature, and plucked out 
the heart of its mystery ; so boVAVy 



and unscrupulously do they d< 
and anathematize. 

fV/nj is dead matter swd to b 
living ? 

Because the term dead and 
Are applied to certadn states, oi 
ditions of matter, when view 
certain relations> which cone 
and relations continually alterii 
substance which is said to be 
to-day, is with equal correctness, 
vital or living tOfrmorrow, so th 
may, and doubtless doe» exi 
every particle of matter ; as th 
ference between a blade of gras; 
the sheep that feeds upon it, is ] 
in the number, fprm, and s^i 
of the particles of which it is 
posed, than in the natiire of th< 
tides themselves. The ancients 
to have been fully aware, th 
forms are produced by the n 
motion of the corpuscles (X i 
whatever those atoiips might be. 
con, in his explanation of the t 
fable of Cupid, says "that love i 
to be the appetite, or incenti 
primitive matter;" this appeti 
change, or motion in matter, he fi 
of as being the most ancient an< 
power that made ^d wrou^l 
things, and is itself uncaused, 
opinion of his, that motion wa 
cause of all effects, J^nd is itself 
out a cause, led liim to blam^ 
Greeks, that they should busy 1 
selves in discovering the ma 
principles of things, and be wea 
languid in discovering the prin 
of motion, in which the energj 
efficacy of every operation cons 
It is sonietimes difficult to get i 
precise meaning of many remai 
that extraordinary man, which 
to have l^een written as thoi 
priest were at his elbow, and tl 
quisition in perspective ; and it^ 
be difficult to reconcile the foll( 
with the passage above quoted : ' 
rtViey "^'^^ "^^^"^^ ^^^ energy and efl 
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y«t they do it by a start, aud 
roper degrees ot assent ; for 
3, there is one summary, or 
aw, iQ which nature meets 
Late to god.'' How, unless 
rt, he could first write of a 
hat made and wron^^ht all 
and is itself uncaused, and 
nedlately alter to tell us that 
er that made and wrought all ; 
i subordinate to god, it would | 
;nlt to conceive. We shall 
then, to put to flight the ill- j 
bird of superstition, which, 
vulture devouring the liver 
letheus, preys on the vitals of 
;y, corrupting their morals, 
TOjing their peace, by making I 
B slaves of saucy doubts and 
s it must be evident, that to 
and love our fellow-creatures 
jlfilling of the end proposed 
an laws, and cannot but har- 
^ith other laws (if any) ol 
we know nothing. In fine, 
observe that the marrow ot 
eding remarks are enclosed, 
it were, collected into a heap 
ext few sentences. We can 
of matter without life or 
although few will be so hardy 
jert that such a phenomenon 
but we cannot conceive of 
of life without matter. The 
ngine with its opening and 
; valves, its piston rising aud 
rith such wonderful regularity, 
mdid monunaent of the indus- 
genius of man ; but the mo- 
a steamer are results of the 
its piarts, which is the result 
or fiery action, and cannot be 
jd, even in thought, from the 
ugine ; 86 the play of human 
ition is the result of heat or 
tion, which is but proved by 
t, that if a certain degree of 
abstracted, life ceases, we are 
er said to live, and the atoms 
lody no longer cling together, 
oS, ^Dd decomposition is said 



to take place. The motion of a man 
on the earth, or the flight of a bird, 
aver nothing ; and tlie word motion, 
simply means the. change of position 
of one substance relatively to another 
substance. In the jc ase of the burd, 
we do not hesitate to affirm, that the 
power to move and jtbink is a property 
of its oi'ganisation, and yet we hesi- 
tate to say, that sensy tion, intelligence, 
and reflection, are hkewise, propers 
ties of organisation. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 

To the Cowluclor ofti'te Oracle of Reason. 

** Think not that I am coo le to send peace on earth ; 

1 ctime itot to send peticc^ but a swords 
" The time cnmeth, that T/ho»oever kiUeth you will 

think that he doth^oc/service."— j£W-BO0K. 

Sir. — Although I am not fully aware who 
you are, or what your name is, yet, the fact 
of your coming forwa rd so promptly to per- 
form the sacerdotal Sanctions of the Oracle, 
since the arrest of Holyoake, compels me to 
consider you as a friend to the human race. 
I cannot refrain, sir, from addressing a few 
lines to you, expressive of my feelings at the 
cruel crusade which has lately been instituted 
against the freedom, of expression and liberty 
of the press, in the persons of SoUTIIVTKli*, 
HoLYOAKB, ADAM8, &c. But, not Only 
does it appear cruel and unjust, it is highly 
impolitic; for if their purpose be to stem 
the mighty torrent of truth — to close the 
Hoodgates of reason and philosophy — which 
are now bursting forth throughout the length 
and breadth of the land, watering the plains, 
and fertilizing the hills and valleys of this 
lovely island, which lias for centuries been 
steeped in ignorance and brutish superstition; 
if they purpose this, through the means of 
an obsolete and barbarous law which was 
created in the infatuated brain of super- 
stitious judges who lived in the age of witch- 
craft — a law which Jefferson proves to have 
its origin in a legal forgery — and by which 
thest^ ** followers of th6 meek and lowly 
Jesus ''have instituted this fiendish prose- 
cution; 1 say, if this be their object, they 
could not take a more efiectual step to frus- 
trate their own design ; tbey will create kn. 
extensive independence of 'thought, and this 
is at once to apply the axe t3 the root of theit 
own system. Permit me to illustrate my 
argument by a fact from real life. At a very 
early age, my infant lips were taught to li»p 
the prayer of piety, and the prayer of a god; 
1 was cradled and brought up in the bosoia 
of one of the most slnctiX^f ti^\\^\Q>a& ^'Ci^ '^- 
pular churches ol the pt«Mi<(. ^«^ \ \ w^x^^ 
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noit iu*'/ormfi of godliness ''alone, but soup;ht the snme fntc? And if so, does not ddl 
anil fonij'I the po{7er of holiness within; sketch tend to illustrate or support the poa> 
and thou>;h it may appear to smell of ee^o- I tion I have taken a^pye, namely, that tin 
tisin, when I say (unci I think, my Socialist present prosecutions are impolitic, iiiasron^ 
and Christian frionds who know me iu the ; as they will cause inquiry, and make worMsf 
towns of Manchester, HnJdersiicId, lUrniin^- j men like u)p, think for themselves. If my 
bajp, and London, will testify to this) that I I present opinions are tmrQnp^the bishops, vbe^ 
was, or strove to be, and uprijrht and cousis ! are ])aid immense salaries for ^^ curinff toultf^ 
tent Jew. Bookrr. ilut at that time I had j are in duty bound to come to me and try Mi 
iiot contemplated the spirit of thosi; passa«:es < convince oie, not by police bludgeons tnd! 
which I have cited at the head oftby epistli*, ; handcnfls, not by fine and imprisoolllell^•1 
nor had 1 learnt the fact that sincere and ^ hut by reason and fair argument; let themj 
upright social disposjtions— ihat honest to- come in this manner to convince me of nif 
leratiou for the notions of my fellow man error and I am fully prepared for them: Uki 
were had at ulhur st'ftaoh than those of true days are gone by when men were to be ooo- 
rejigion. I meau domestic and ptiternal nsso- vinced by the thumb-screw and theraok, 
fiiaiionsy as connected with sectarian's disci- priests m^st now descend the rostrum tat' 
pline. My burning zeal for the conversion answer questions to working men ; will thr^ 
of /Litht;rs led me to read Paine, Volney, i do so ? or are the present barbarous 
Mirabeau, and Owen, in order t») show up 



their fallacies to the world, and to fulfil that 
injunction of the Jew- Book, ** prove Dill 
things." I was '* instant in season and out 
of season," in my opposition to the Social 
system, individually and in their public 
in'stitutions have I buttled with its votaries 
on their daring doctrine of " circumstances " 
and ** responsibility," their '* marriage sys- 
terns, '* too, did not escape my observation ; 
in short, I was (divested ^f his olaclo/uardism) 
another Brindl.^y in a smaller circle; nor 
did 1, like a true soldier of the cross, cease 
fighting until 1 had conquered — yea, 1 had 
'^vnqnered — myself; for during tlje war which 
I had carried on aerainst what 1 conceived 
to be gross error, I had exorci.-<ed ^in inde- 
pendenrc of thoughty which the priests are 
now trying to create through the means of 
persi^cution. I had read Conjbeonthe con- 
t<titntion of man, and Owen on the fortqation 
of the human character; these had made 
powerful impressions, and the bread which 
had been cast upon the watera I now began 
to' see, the well known couplet '* mai) know 
thysel-, then others Jearn to know,'* caused 
my investigations to turn round anil sre how 
inv own character was formed — to trace my 
religious feelings to those various sympathies 
peculiar to the human breast, and which 
have their origin in those soci.il associations 
to which I have alluded above ; then did 
religion eunningly jnquire, " But don't you 
stijl believe ?'* ** Yes," stammered out free- 
will; the *' still small voice" qf reason an- 
uounced *' No. * I began to think on the 
CHpahilities which man had for insuring his 
happiness; 1 read the history of the church ; 
and now 1 who would have went to Smith- 
field for my religion, ine^ably detest all 
religions ; nor can the enticing and pretty 
little epithet of *' rational " being annexed 
to ft ever make me like it. And think you, 
Mi;. Editor, must not every individual w):\o 



inhuman persecutions to continue } 
shjill see, if so, then do I heartily 
with the seuliment of a Mr. Watts, as 
forth by the brave Hplyoake^ in No. ^ 
the Oracle, namely, that jf it be the lives 
their countrymen which the priests of re^" 
are ankering after, let jthem meet and di 
what is the amount or pumber of the i 
fice required to satiate their blood-sucl 
lord, and pv^ their decision to the country 
and then, I doubt not individuals are 
pared — I, for one — to go forward with'thi, 
halters round their necks, to rjd their fellowi' 
men from the cruelty of these Chnstim 
butchers. Persecution appears to have Iwt 
coeval ^vith priestcraft; Socrates was killel 
for blasphemy, though he taught wliat Chri^ 
tians now believe. Jesus Christ w^ cniejy 
fled fur the same crime, although hisrdi- 
^iou be now established with our stats; 
'twas blasphemy that Galileo was tried fflh 
when he said the earth was round andmoM^, 
yet every schoql boy now is made acquaintol 
with the fact. The Christians in their tm 
became the persecutors ; and at the preaeil 
time the blood-stained monster persecnt: 
seems not dead ; *tis true his horrid clt' 
are clipped by Fmny MagazineSyt^nd Oi 
of Reason^ but to those who are withio 
reach his hug is certain death. I have ' 
passed too much on your patience; th 
you I tell t&e noble Southwell, Holyotk*; 
and others who may be pursuing tl^e tami 
course to be constant and go on, the com- 
try's eyes are fixed upon you ; no^ truce t» 
error, no compromise with superstidpn, UK 
the battle cannot hold out long. 

Yours, on beh?ilf of a few friends, 
July 5, 1842. J. McCcLLOoaH. 

20, Cheltenham Place, Brighton. 




NOW READY. 

A Plain Answer to the Query, * Ought thtrt tokf 

Ltttf against Blasphemy ? ' By C. SOUTHWELL, nig 
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NOTICK. 
All panics having Subscription Cntda, is- 
sued by tbe Birmiaghaoi CoiiimillEe Air the 
support of Messrs. tiouthiri'll aud Holyonka, 
are requested to briug or send them in (»■ 
meiSalit'j. that the Comniittci-- oiay uiakii up 
their aceouiits, preparatory to beCoiiiinR a 
branch of theLoiiUuiiAlHi- PerwKnil.iiiUiiiou. 
Bbiutiigluuii, B. KlCilol.t.>, Sh. 
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THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE GOD 
OF A SOCIALIST. 

** Incomprebensibles amalgamate. 
With all the rubbish in your choked up pate." 

\ AHOO. 
" From these quotations it will be seen that the 
Socialists, so far from 1 icing Atheists, are d(^vout 
belierers in the exifltenciiof god. Relieving theiu- 
Belrea to be the creaturei^ of the ciroumstauced by 
which they are surroun 3od, and that these cif- 
cumMtance.4 took th(*ir ri sfi from deity, they con- 
stantlv endeavour to a:kcertain his will as ex- 
pounded in the laws of iiatnro, and to these laws 
they constantly shape theur actionrt, knowing that 
happineu is only to be found iu such a line of 
conduct. ThiH is the b.»sis of the * Coniniunal 
System.' "Whether it is coii.si^ti«nt with facts, J 
leave my readers to jndees and if it is, be assured 
no name or odium will drive the Rational from 
hia truthful position." — J'OK. B. Leak, in rejdy 
to"PHILOGATHOS." 
A CORRESPONDENT of ii^e*CheUenJiam Free Prexs 
has made the important I'llscovery, Just a>4 tlM> 
** Rational Keligioni.'^ts " tfjut vcere^ had decided 
that they had no religion, »nd of course bo {(od 
peculiar to the body, tnat W>v Socialists, or Ration- 
alists, really are profound admirers, " devout be- 
lievers" ui the existence of a god, and, mnreov-r, 
an incomprehenmible god ; not a god unknown, 
merely, with whom we m^ht at wome future time 
make acquaintance, but one not to be comprehended, 
understood, or known tf/i«ti known. 

The above extracts are cfipied from the CheUenJiam 
Free Pres*^ of July 23rd, ana are portions of a letter 
to the editor, in reply to a correspondent of the 
Chronicle^ respecting tne -prosecutions for blasphemy 
in that town. 

In all societies men are to be mot with holding 
crnde or crotchetty notions, distinct from the prin- 
ciples of the body to which thev belong, but which, 
nevertheless, they are continually labouring to make 
it appear as an integral part of, or linked with — 
either before or lM>hind, tho«e principles. These 
men, too, are usually very zealous, far morn so than 
their fellows who have none of thej»e supernuniary 
ideas, sparing no pains to get a convert; usually 
making th»? attack by a feeltir from their private 
iitock of opinions (upon the sapping and mining 
principle ot K. Search), introducing the general views 
afterwards, and covertly, using the f*irmer as pio- 
neers for the latter, as tliough they were ashamed of 
them, or afraid for them, never failinar, however, to 
demand payment in the shape of approbation, for 
the unrequested protection they have aflbrded the 
principles tliey have taken under their care. On the 
other uand, those who understand and have confi- 
dence in the principles they have adjopttul are never 
satisfied by obtaining the assent of others to their 
truth exeunt they have been submitted to every test 
which could be applied to them ; instead of shield- 
ing them, thev expose them to the roughest blasts ; 
instead of gililing them with some foreign sub-lance 
to enable squeamish parties to swallow tiieui. they 
wait patientV for the time when the former will be 
ffiari to take tlie medicine in preference to more bitter 
and violent; earnestly perseveriag in the interval 
in the dissemination of their vievvv, without compro- 
mise or concealment, or unnattiral alliance. 

Bnt another misfortune attaches to the conjpany 
of these crotchetty blades, namedy, that in th<j ratio 
of their own opinion of the im^tortance of their no- 
tions is their anxiety to associate them with the 
general principles ot the society to which they be- 
long, and they never lose an opportunity of intru- 
ding their prejudices upon thcs public, to the great 
annoyance of their better informcu and more rational 
brethren. An ambiguously worded, incongruous 
Jumble from the authorised works of the body — if it 
can be met with — is invaluable ti» those parties, they 
look upon it witli veneration, it is the Dulwarks of 
their faith, the stronghold of their defence in the day 
of trial. If anv objection be xursed, which their ac- 
quaintance wiui the principloB does not help them 
302 



to get over— out comes the book' ud opa 
mechanically, exhibiting a well -tbambedlei 
ed by the side, with lines nnderseured, to 
Ihcir value. " Read it," the crotchetty a 
say, *' and then see if you have any oM 
Vou do so, and lest an exfjlanatiuti shonldi 
you withdraw your opposition, and he beco; 
lirmed in the iufallibUity of hiJa opinions fu 
allv silencing all cavillers. 

To this class belongs the correspoodei 
Oii'itenhain Free PresSy Rational Refigiomi 
and diirnnt believer in " that incompn 
power which the nations of the eartiiih» 
god, Jehovah,'- <frc., and who, not content 
usual truthful d-Mence of socialists agauut 
iiits— that the former neither denied nor a 

ftod, as a sitciety^ leaving every individosl 
lis own opinion — declares that Socialists 
vout believers in the existence of god.'* J 
god, prav? Why Jehovah, the god of tl 
whom Mr. Mackintosh, a Socialist lecturer, 
he would rather be considered an Atheist 
lieve in, or in such *' grovelling,degTading,a 
ing notions of df ity taught by vu gar supei 
Kvfry well-wisher of socialism endeavours 
demonstrate that socialism is the science o 
or th" arrangement and employment of'* a 
fiicts'^ for the happiness of all men-, and tl 
nouglit to do with atight but facts; con* 
relit/ion can form no part of it, nor theologic 
lation of any kind. This too the execntii 
vonr to keep in view, even when <!alling th 
religionists. What a nuisance then it is : 
bersofthc body to be stupidly contendii 
very thing which their government are 
themselves to disprove— and this too, in ma 
1 am strongly of opinion, merely as a blind- 
ing the enemy on their weak side — their pi 
This is looketl upon as killing two birds 
stone — gaining Iriends and silencing fo-*s. 
nut these parties content with showing, 
vouring to show, that certain passages i 
thorised works sanction god oelief^ an 
countenance such opinions, and not ins 
purely economical society in a deroutly relig 

Lotus however examine this authority, ti 
the "Outline "' which is so coniidenlly pn 
" consistent with facts," and aM^erted t 
** l/asis of the communal system," whicl 
geuerulhj imder.^tood to be that ** the whol 
ter of man, physical, intellectual, and i 
formed/"/" hiui."' — (See Constitution an 
"Deductions," p. 18.) Here it is — 

"That all facts yet known to man iadi 
there is an external or internal caui»e of aL 
ces, by the fact of their existence ; that thi 
vading cause of motion and change in the 
is that incomprehensible power \vhich the i 
thi^ world have called god, Jehovah, lori 
but that the facts are yet unknown to m 
deiine what that incomjirehensible power i 

Facts prore only their own exl-steuce. 
facts yet known toman indicate that there 
ternal muse of uU existences," that caust 
i\\(i first cause, and the Socialists have s 
problem. In the nisxt sentence the '■"cause 
•sfeiires" is transformed into the cau»o « 
and change only ; that is, the cause of the 
forms of all existences only, and is denomr 
*' Inconijirehousible power ;" that is, a sou 
sometliir.*; di-<tuict from matter, which mi 
direct s it ; and is stated to be identical i 
Jehovah, &c., whom it is well known w( 
d<;red as personalities. If there be auehl 
from matter which governs and directs it, t 
the directing principle be finite^ inasinm 
knoic that what we have agreed to call ma 
pies some space ; al^o, that it must have &• 
and be a persona^.itv, for "all facta yet 
man indicate" that intelligence is insepar 
organisation or form. Robert Owen too, 
tical, whose theories are all based upon J 
" from all facts yet known to man" arri 
** incomprehensible*' coucluision. Thetfbj 
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• eridratly to eonvey the idea that the 
•cebelieTers in a directing or moTing 
i xudvene, that is, a god, and a nioMt 
tile it ifl. In the tint place, hovf can our 



ANTI-PKRSECUTICiN UNION". 

8, ffeiif icftl'-ttreet. Strand., 

Those Collectorx who are willing to employ 

vea actively in other.- circles than thoRc 

immediate friend?*, may, by applying 

ey in number of amount compari'd with \t the office , receive the addresses of Neuf 

Subxcribfrs. If they wnte, let them send 
name, address, and district in which they col* 
lect, or which best suits their convenience. 

Persons in the country^ who are interested 
in the cause, are requested to apply forsheet» 
iple uT property of a thing im not dlHtinct or books to the liberal publishers, Fecretaries* 
hin^, were it bo, it would be another ' ^,f gocial brauches, &c., and if not promptly 
'h accommodaterfl have endeavoured to I ,• , ^ •. j* I * »l \. 

3n or power to be, and have called it a ; supplied, to write direct to the secretary. 

•*a god, Whv do they contend for a god On Sunday, Sept. 4, one of the commil 

not for a devu, angeU, witcheri, dra;zona, 

kc. &c. ? They all belong to the name 

II of the same parent — ignorance, and 

m for the raime protection. 

ifuaion maybe wotac confounded; Mr. 

it(»ched the following, without any re- 

le previous one : — 



ledge enable nx to jndge and determine ' , . 

; how can our local information prove to ' tnemseiyt 
la ? **■ All facta yet known to man," &c., , of their ii 
ey in nnmber or amount compared witi 
not know m respect of this planet alone 
s yet known to man an only a portion, 
Mble fracti')n, of the unknown, and only 
there must have been cauHe for their ex- 
uch caurte would appear to be the in^ 
riple of motion or change of place per- 
every particle of matter yet ob^.-ryed. 



committer 

will be in attendance, after the evening lec- 
ture, at each of the London Social branches^ 
viz.: at A I, John-street, Tottenham-court* 
road ; 5drd branch, Blackfriars-road ; 63rdy 
High-street, Whitechapel ; )6th, Frederick- 



, / „ ,. , „ ,. - Ml ' place, Goswellroad. The collectors and 
leiwactice of the Rational Religion will • '^ , . r • *• .. j a. 

.na^n promoting, to the utmoHt of our I persons desirous of assisUng are requested to- 
well being and happineMS of every man, j be present. M. KtaLL, See, 

id child, without regard to their class, __——__ 

, o«antry, or colour ; and iti worship, in . SURSCRIPTIONS. 

ireasible feelings of wundi-r, admiration, , For the Defence of Meurs. HouthuyeU, Holyoak*, 4t. 
it, which, when man u Hurronnded by . '' ^ \ » 

rcumstitnces onlv, will naturally arise I^^don, Mrs. Johnson, Collector .. ..jfO 9 » 
ontemplation »)f 'the infinity of space, of i Loudon. M. RyalL, Gen. Stc. 

r of duration, of the order ot the universe, ' 
t incomprehensible power, by which the 
lOved, and the aggregate of nature is 
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! practice of the R. R. should therefore 
;., because aJl facts indicate the existence 
nprehensiblc power, is left to the ingenuity 
er to di»4Cover. 

ctice of the rational religion or the mode 
I, as stated in the extract, is simply the 
f the science of society or moralitv, and 
g whatever to do with laith or religion, 
rong there, will sa^ a " devout bclieVer," 
lip " is said to consist " iu those inexpres- 
ys of wonder, admiration, and delight," 
1 will naturally arise from the contfrnpUi- 

infinity of space ^ of the eternity of dura- 
e order q^ the universe, and of that iiwom- 
t potDer, &c. In the name of common 
) would think of quoting such language 

of rationality or even of sanity ? Wor- 
ch implies action, stated to consist in 
inhle, feelings 'only ; and of what feelin^cn V 
that wan ingredient of religi»»n ; adimra- 

w not, for we nmst comprehend to ad- 
'ght, the same, for thi^e is no real pleasure 
■re are doubts — the three cannot proceed 
same source, and yet it is said they " will 

arise from the contemplation " (and of 
mprehension) of infinitif\ ETKRNITY ! ! 
OAIPRKHKNSIBILITY ! ! ! " This (says 
ipondcut) is the basis of the ' Cummimal 

Whether it is consistent vith facts, I leave 
rs to judge " — and so do [ mine. 
3, too, how profitably employed will be the 

of ttiis purely economical and industrial 
»ur friend observes that they will constantly 
T to ascertain the ttill of this ** incompre- 
power," stirring out a fire with a White- 
•edle wni be child's play to it. The italic 
1 the extract at the head, marking the 
dea of the personality of his god, is a literal 
lie original, in the Cheltenham paper. Had 
T looked to" the "laws," he would have 
9 " Rational Religion,'' a little more ration- 
ribed— but still, without a particle of reli- 
t. '^ W.C. 



PROSECUTIONS FOR BLASPHEMY, 

The following bill has been issa ed in CbeU 
tenham: — " * He hath spoken Idasphemy.' 
(Mat. xxvi. 65.) Public Meetiijgs will be 
held on Bay's Hill, during the week, to com- 
mence on the l7th inst. at scveu o'clock in 
the evening, to hear from Mr. Carltle, an 
exposition of the proceedings agaln.stGsoROE 
J. HoLiroAKE and Georqb Adam9, andl 
to make collections for the support of the 
families of these victims of religious perseciH 
tion, now lying in Gloucester gaol. 

" Fear not that the tyrants shall rule for ever, 
()r the priests of the bloodv faith ; 
They stand ou the brink of that nughtv river 
Whose waves they have tainted with (leath. 
It is fed from the depths of a thousand dells. 
Around them it foaifts and ratres and swells. 
And their swords and their mitres 1 floating see- 
Like wrecks on the surge of eternity." 

It was expected the authorities would in- 
terfere with the meetings, but we have not 
heard that such has been the case ; Mr. A. 
Parker, who issued the above, was cautioned 
that he would be arrested if he attended the 
lectures. This gentleman has a piece of 
ground in a convenient situation, which wiH 
stand about three thousand persons, and this 
he converts into a lecture-room whenever re- 
quired, by placing a platform upon it The 
lecturer, when standing on the rostrum, over- 
looks the sitting-room of one of the magistrateti 
who was on the bench at the committal tor 
blasphemy, and it may readily be supposed 
how he appreciates the advantages of hi» 
situation. 
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A Beportfrom th« T^rdt Committees for Jfi-liffion, up- 

pmntmto examine into the ctnises o^ the present no- 

ton'oux Intmorulity and Prnftauru'ss ; made by the 

Earlo/Granard^ on Friday^ the WVh of March, t737. 

Mr Lords.— The lords committees for 
reliffiDn, appointed to examine into the causes 
of the present notorious immorah'ty and pro- 
fanenf ss, beg leave before they report to your 



kingdom, a great neglect of divine vonliipi 
both public and private, and of the due ot 
servance of the lord's day; a want of reveiw 
ence to the laws and ma^isLratt*, and of t 
due subordination in the several ranlw and' 
degrees in the community ; and mi abuse o( 
liberty, under our mild and happy constito*; 



lordships what pro^'ress iljey have made in j *"^" > ^ preat neglect in education ; iwid ij 
that inquiry, to observe, that an unconimon '. *y^"f of care in parents and masters of faioi-.; 
scene of impiety and blaisphemy appejared ! ^^^^ '" training up their children in revereonj 



piety and blaisphemy appejuicu : r- -r -■»*• 

before them, wherein several persons must ^"'^.^^^'*'* J *'^"'* keeping their servants in dii.j 
have been concerned : but by reason of their p'P''"«? ^nd good order, and iustfactingtbeni 
meeting late in the session, ilit-y have not | *" ["oral and religious duties; agratincreaaj 
been able to prepare a full and satisfactory i "''.'*^'*^"'^^* luxury, and excessive gamiiiK^j 
account thereof for your lordships; however, ! |^"*^ ^." excess in the use of spiritnous anu 
they think it their duty to lay it before your I iQt«>>'>cating liquors. \ 

lordships as it hath " " ' "' '— "^ • 

before the conclu 

these impieties, which it is to he hoped in ^•''>:"«»'ttee, that his majesty's attorney ge- ! 
the next session of parliament, your I«)rdships! "V'"^^ ^^ ordered to prosecute Peter I.em | 



cir duty to lay it before your I lat«>>'>cating liquors. j 

lath appeared to them; that ^Vherefore the lords committees are coin^.j 
elusion, some measures may *® *^''** following resolutions, viz. : 
a stop to the spread inir of fit-'solvedy That it is the opinion of tliifrj 



trill be able, by proper laws and remedies, 
wholly to extinguish and prevent tor the future. 
The lords comniitlees have su/Iicient 
grounds to belit've (though no direct ])roof 
thereof upon oath hath yet been laid before 
them) that several loose and disorderly per- 
«ons have of late erected themselves into a 
society or club, under the name of Blmlcrs^ 
and have used m^.ansto draw into thisimpious 
society several of the youth of this kingdom. 
What the practices of this society are (be- 
•ides the general fame spread through the 
whole kingdom) appears by the examination 
of several persons taken upon oath, before 
the Lord Mayor of this city, in relation to 
Petfr Lens, painter, lately come into this 
kingdom, who professes himself a Blaster, 

By these exaraiuations it appears, that the 
said Peter Leu?, professes himself to be u 
votary of the devil, that he hath offered up 
prayers to him, and publicly drank to the 
deviPs health ; that he hath at several times 
uttered the most daring and execrable blas- 
phemies against the sacred name and majes- 
ty of god; and often made use of such ob- 
scene, blasphemous, and before unheard-of 
expr/issions, as the lords committees think 
they cannot even mention to your lordships, 
and th»*refore chu<:e to pass over in silence. 

As impieties and blasphemies of this kind 
were utterly unknown to our ancestors, the 
lords committees obst- rve, that the laws fra- 
med by them must be unequal to such enor- 
mous crimes; and that a new law is wanting 
more effectually to restrain and punish blas- 
phemies of this kind. 

The lordii. committees cannot take upon 
them to assign the immediate causes of such 
monstrous impieties, but they beg leave to 
observe, that of late years there hath ap- 
peared a greate r neglect of religion, and all 
tilings sacredi than was ever before in Ihis 
30i 



with the utmost severity of the law. 

ihsolrt'J, That it is the opinion of thiiL 
committee, that an humble address be pre^' 
sen ted to his grace the lord lieuU'naut, that 
he would be pleased to order that a procia* 
mation may issue, with a reward for appre- 
hending the said Peter Lens, and thathr, 
would be further pleased to give it in dino-i 
tion to the Judges in their aeveral circoittjl^ 
to charge the magistrates to pnt the lawi in* 
execution against immorality, and profaaa 
cursing and swearing, and gaming, and to in* 
quire into atheistical and blasphemous clobs.' 
Resolved^ That it is the opinion of thii 
committee, that the bishops be desired at their 
visitations, to give it in particular charge to 
their clergy, to exhort their |leopIe to a m6ft 
frequent and coustaut attendance on divioi 
service. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of fhii 
committee, that the vifeitors of the Universiij, 
and of all schools, do exhort and require the 
fellows and masters, carefully to instruct tiM 
youth, committed to thi4r care, in the prind- 
pirs of religion and morality, and to inculettt 
a due reverence to the laws and religion of 
their country.— To which report and resolo- 
tions, the question being .severally put, the 
house did agree. Kn. Stern. Cler, Par, 
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ACLE OF KJ^ASOl 



THE » JtW BOOK." 
m. 

«>ni< IHnltinatr Daiim* Jutr pruJurtinn, ralltJ 
TBB (tbOTe u pan [>( an ooliiioii of the Nble, 

fnnhiiMdfcrife nniirnibj- Mr- South wbll, 
■tanexpcnceof tnrlramontiw'inipriaodmeiit 
tad a luiadred pounilii. It f". therefore, pub- 
la proptfljr, and ptrhapi "wy ie preneniM to 
Iba Britiab Mnteum, Wfaelher it in or nnt, 
it dewfet (a (ak« i» plurt unone <be objeoti 
«( mtaable public initrootioii, Migh* nor 
'^~ tnUe b« oalltd, not onljr nn odious Jew 
buitlan, but :i1su un luliuux liigioal praduc- 



7g*tit 



riibyo, 




J- in * riOOO Jtn (tnod heha'iiuir 
[» n bmt«D.bWttd wreUii thoni 

bait i!OQ"iet*d him, mu»l leiialj-abf*" 



i> [mginwihla totaok itl 



BraMOvr* tiom Ibe bible, whether we 

MOlng incu or ill-iuGoiiing meo, all >(;[ 

Ail partiDortr, Ihef are lUpper^ w eila, 

" "■ ip»ltiej moreproporlvMsemhleHhafen 

' ligjiatt wike.Uejuuibeoiugbl 



W 



Th* AicHigbllul author of Uis ■' NeH- Koca 
{•BO*' objceted lo nu thnt the lemi " Je 
Iwik " w%a nu indivtduiill^m which thou Id 
TCJdcd. It » Doi intcndud that the bo 
■HMt be gooi beoiLUm a Jew proriuplmn, but 
; mast De»er bi; for n inoraeut fo'gMtn iht " 
'bA5M»-boolt— forlbopre-umptweeviaunt 
;h&M it! being a guoil bonk it icraa,ter s 
mw((iieaoB tbnn it wuuld be ir uny iithE 
itiun of peo|>te ever kuo»ii hud bi-en ihe 

In the trio) of nror Willismn, for pblUbing 
r* *' Ags ul IWoflon," ia 1797, Gsrron 
varda Baron of the Kxahcquer) said to 
limine. " H>- lord, 1 reKlI; Uiink we mi^bt 
" '"" — "' End jury the potn of hesnng 
ate na the Jew-bool: read." 
JjOii Ktoyoo tqilied, " To rne who ant t 
IrWion lo he svae it is ihKking,perJtelig 

Ma <M« doubts that a Christian Mho ooiild 
IM Iha brutal «ent«iive of txaUs monClia' 
ipnuniBtat 10 bard labour, aud a give le- 



1 lakr it lor grnotpd iben fbat iha ori^i 
of fA r. Paine^i remarlu mnet be horriblt^ 
deed, and "revnliingiy odioua" brywid dos 

Wbn (mn rend the hijiniailaD of Hett^ 
the Jewa to bide tb«r awn eioreineirti", «h 
it appears tbej left eyeo in the way of I 
lord, without fMiis;; what filthy, btau 
wretflhei" they were. 

The people who pmduFed im fihandod 
ntiacrtmut like David, and a die^uBting votu) 
mindtd dabaucheo ute Satomoo, aod «« 
their eSusiona aa hdjoeu, uiuil be loathrai 
reptiles indeed. 

irEiekieloDuldonlf reprove Hie oOnrt ai 

EBople called Jews, by the Glthj HJiniliat 
oirible lewduefi and revolting whoredol 
what Miutt be their ibandoaed oiUdub imii 

Wbat would be sud of Che Utbop in o 
days, who pbonid dare lo employ loch Sgur 
of speeob ti> rcprore the people of Britain a 
court of the qupeoP And whal would , 
said and thouiibl of tlie court aod penjila w{ 
would toleiQli.- such diaf^untinjt lFin|(Ua^. 

Is itwronfl then (o say the JeBi«h pnidtoi 
Hon of such obMiroilf "ia revoUingly OdhTig' 

Christians sp^at aiA M honest men— *b 
think you candidly of It — what muld 
attorney -general ^ay of the man i^o 
inert by the remowat Inoendo auythiag 
iroMcLiuH to this in bis hook of ioitmct 
iilblisbed to bit preached to Enntit 



stilled ii 



UUDdS of oi 



think tb«I the bible will d^ 
ip priestpraft, and ' 



THE 01UCLB OF REASON. 



Kiendflbave lived upon the bible fr^ the fabled 
day of Christ ; and as it was with the old 
woman who had drank thirteen caps of tea ibr 
ninety year^j, and thought tea would kill her 
at last, so is it \tith the e^ils the Jew-book is 
fo annihilate. TVhen intellij^ence and moral- 
ity have banished them from among man — 
when some other cause has taken tliem off, 
the Jew-book will effect their removal, but 
not till then, Gr. J. H. 



The spider GOD of HINDOSTAN. 

The Very learned and ingenious Dr. Burnet, 
In an appendix to his ArchilogijB Philoso- 



well considered, is only wearing ont ofe' 
threads of life, in order to onr deatbB*," with:' 
tndre to the same purpose, that I have all the 
will but not room to quote. Enough has' 
been gi ven to show that others far more learned' 
and more competent tt^adge than I can ever 
hope to be, have muob admired this wonder- 
ful, all creating, and all-swallowing spider. 
As to the impossibility of a spider performing 
such marvellous facts, that is an objection 
which though it may have weight with people 
in this part of the world,wouId be indignantly 
scouted by the pious spider-worshippers of 
India, who might perhaps retort upon us Jew- 
god worshippers, that it is no less impossible 



phicK, tells a very pleasant story concerning j for an omnipotent nothing, called spirit to pro- 
the modem Brachmins, to this effect. They | duce by his will all that we call something, 
(the Bfachmini^ or priests of Hindostan) not than for a very big spider to let out from its 



only write and conceal their divinity, but also 
their opinions in philosophy of all kinds. They 



extraordinary bowels the unmeasurable, and 
therefore to us boundless universe. It can- 



philosophise after the manner of the ancients not but be allowed, 1 think, that the spider 
upon the creation of the universe, together | worshippers would be fully justified hi thus 
with itTend and destruction ; for they explain ! retorting upon the spirit worshippers, for a big 
these things by the eiHux or emanation of all : creating spider is no more . an impossibility 
things from god, and by their reflux or resto- j than a big creating spirit. Besides, there are 
ration into him again ; but this they propound j impossibles to be believed in all countries, 
fa a cabalistical mythological way. For they j and tbis very impossibility gives full play to 
feign a certaSn immense spider to be the first \ faith, for it is incontestable that if reli^ons* 
eaUse of all things, and that she, with the ; dogmas were plain and reasonable there could' 
matter she exhausted out of her own bowels, j be no merit in believing or receiving, them. 
Bpun the web of this whole universe, and then j Those who can believe utter impossibilitJes,; 
disposed it wifh Aost' wonderful art; whilst i and by dint of faith defy the evidence of their 
Mhe herself, ih the mean time, sitting on the ! own senses, are the lucky folks who' lay dp 
top of the work, fee!;*, rult-s, and governs the ! the richest stock of religious merit. A Chrisl- 
ihotion of each part. At last, when she has | ian who can easily credit that tbe whale 
iJufiiciently pleased and diverted herself in | swallowed Jonah will do well, btit he who 
adorning and contemplating her own web, she ! could take in that the whale not only swal-. 
retracts the threads she has unfolded, and ! lowed Jonah but himself afterwards, woolf 
crwallows them up again into herself; whereby ! do better. I think tberefore that no gooi 
the whole nature of things created vanishes ; Christian at all events can laugh at the ere- 
into nothing. dulity of spider worshippers, on the itoposriWe 

Now I freely confess, though it may be to score, I think, that in general it is gootf 
ifay shame, that the brachminical account of for all folks, Christian or Turk, Jew or Gen- 
creation pleased me mighSly, as being upon too to look at home and see if nothing can be 



the whole by far the most satisfactory I had 
met with. The idea of a huge spider-god 
letting, or rather spinning the universe out of 



patched up there,' before tMey set out on the 
fool's errand of mending othier fools abroad/ 
The poor Hindoos are perhaps no less happy. 



its own bowels, and in some mysterious man- nor less wise, in the worship of an omnipotent 



iler sucking.it all in again, or, as tbe doctor 
writes, swallowing it up into herself — is cer- 
tainly novel and startling. I may also say 
of this omnipotent spider that it is decidedly 
the best sprt of god, the most knowable 
kind of deity that I liave either read or heard 

.of. The noted Charles Blount held a like 
opinion, for he says, in a letter to his friend 
Mr. Gildon, " Imust confess his (Dr. Bur- 
xi[<!t^s)-inotion of their (the Brachmins) omni- 
potent' spider, was no less grateful to me 
(thongb what I hscve read many y^ars since) 
tban the return ot a friend after a long voyage. 
'llTbat thought of resolving all things into him- 
meif, an estate for life that falls into the land- 

Jonl^tf b&nda ; sure no good tenant need tear a 



spider, than were the ferociously cruel Jew," 
with their bloody sacrifices to an omnipotent 
Jehovah. The worst spider that evercrawW 
was certainly quite as respectable a charactef 
as the Greek Jupiter, or Jehovah the Jew. 
A good big, merciful kind of spider might, I" 
think, safely challenge competition with >W. 
the other gods that ever did or ever were w^ 
posed to' exist. All other gods either forfflW 
men after their own image, or men foVmed ft» 
gods after their own image —the effect ie pre- 
cisely the same either way. It has ^^^^^ 
curred to me that had gods given an accoOTf 
of themselves, or so to speak, painted tli«r 
own portraits, they (the portraits) would ha^ 
Vveeiv leas frightful and odious than we ttOf 



S*^ new lease ; the state of man, if ng^id'j \ ^^^ ^em, ^woa vmXst ,'«\»w name IW* 
306 ' 



THE ORACI.E OF RSA50W. 



tbrgotttn, uid, wliai be heard a liRid Predei- 

tinvian affirmiiie; that j;od dulifjlilad in the 
death of mankiad, " Speak vorrc i<{ the dcril, 
if you can," Now it ii n«t iraprobnble ibot 
the PredeatiiiariiLu, in piingJtit^KoS «o bad 
a oharaater,WRs(n>Lt1iDUthinifi>lfl[aPivir.|; it) 
giving a txitbrul Hketcb of bis own, oc lacb 
«a it would b« were he agod, 

Tbs haalhaB* (according to Amobiaii) did 
irith Ihnr gods, ai ^a an von)A do bj- Cato, 
wfaom if be wf re io commeRd tn bii fellow 
•ana, benouldsiy hebaddeiioate lonfreari, 
(Knld brsT Ttr? Inod, and taTrf );rcat hur- 
fiwaa, which baioK tbennvtemiaeDtqual tics 
inuBM, the; wogld attribute them ^to Cato 
— Bod just ao did they judge of lln-ir 
Some relate lh:it an inftcuiona pliyxicia 
■erviDg tfaia to be die raae, nerer vonld 
■onB of thair priwtta plij-ili*, till be -wai infu 
what 0{riDioa bin Jintient had of divine Ten- ! ^^ 
geauce. It be maifuified god'^ mercf, theu ; 
be gaTo him nometbiiift to purjte pfileRm [ J 
wberea* if ho eXtolU-d god s jnijf inent? Iben 
he Kitre bioi lomeihiufi to |>ur^« thnler, T is 
kind of pbyaicioK dooblleKS did bin )Hit!fnt>> I 
nuoii good. 19 indeed hejrond all question 
"that men 'a oatLoHs of deiij' depend *er; much 
on the itate of thetc bowels. If the plomneb 
•ppar or lower, is Cunl or iinhraiLi^yt the 
owner thereof it apt to be ill-tempered and 
liQiilf imaginative. Eierj one knows how 
Ttrjr many patient people will eune and swear 
mider a smart infliutiau oF goiit. Now a 
(mtj man imagining a god, woiiid be liliely 
tidcek hiim>ut Jar lea amixbly than one in 
&11 hedth and spirits. TtuMi! divines who 
pMtut agaiost the practioe too common 
*tM among ChriitianB of making sgoilufter 
ninage of themselvei, abuw sound jndg- 
■antii for it i» evident that each iiidiiidnal 
■ill eonjnra np a detty that best ploaaes his 
ova tiiiey, and if they all had their way as 
■amt gods would be wurriilpped aa there are 
^noMu brains to conceit tb^ln. And this 
"MiideniiDD, ffiOTi: pvrliapsthan any other, 
Meonciles me tolhespiiler-|iod a llindoslan, 
■bieh it ig bol ju*t to remember w;is only 
fifgiud by the Biachmins who tbemcelves no 
" believed in it ditui I du. I say it is 



blooiL Unlrenally the stronger prey aptil 

the weaker, and nothing lives but by the 
death of somrthing else. Surely a fly in the 
■pider's veb ii not a more odiuiis Ei):ht than 
a iaint) with its innocent, blerdiiig throat iu 
a slanghti^r heiuo. Spiders arc lest cruel, 
less destructive, and therefore leu hateful 
than man. I think, as I said before, upon 
the wh^, that god is far less degradird by 
his spider than be ia by his hntnan charuetar- 
However, let each -one be cootiuoed in hli 
own mind, as the apostle aaith, and worship 
either in un, spider, aerpBiit, cat, rat, flea, <H 
any other thing towbichhncy nclioes liim. 
Ry rdantliu most havt Uen nurU. 
So thrv Wlm IwrauM Iher taTs been m bred, 
Tin- piieil coBliiiuM what fhs iinrpui tf gin. 
Ami [hu'< ll^ eliilU impufea du tlu iiuui. 



Otjuttbstwe shunid credit tl 



: Itmcl 






f>i, for as before ubserved, tb 

alwui cremioi) Irom nothing by 

fHn wa> propounded in a cahaliiticai luy. 
"■■ihigical way. Nor du 1 see buwgod.siip- 
'J™g thera really is one, can be any more 
WMoDaied by being likened to an omuipo- 
™tj omniprtseui, at] iotell^nt, Uucreated 
't^, Qian to ail omnipotent, omnipresent, 
WiBts- 



n! , ?">ab«snre, and suck their blood, but do 
)i gtlt wian beiogseateb creatures equally de- 
^**^aD^ef[uJj)>iDuoeiui[,todriQk their 



of Iht'H tbinire. 

KOTES I'FfiN THE fiLuUCESTER 

PaOSECUT ONS. 

TTie Indicrmint—Ckriilian CmiiVfflfy. 

JcsiiCB EasEtNE, like all otherjustice»,aa 
sn excuse or reason for sach proceedings aa 
those over which he wai presiding, re Kated 
the old nnmeaning stun respecting cliristi. 
auity being part and parcel of tha law of the 
land. There is iii> doubt that the ijdrit of 
Christianity does perrade all our laws, not ea- 
eepting the oneaunctiouing flogging iu th* 
army and navy,* Was it not so. and that 
Tencration for the above udioiis religious sys- 
tem had by the in-bniuding of some hundred 
jesj* become ft part of Englishmen's nalnra, 
humanity would turn with horror from its 
eoiilemplatiou, and the drsRracc would be 
Wotted out Try the uuivetsal dcstrnetiou of our 
absurd udicial code. More espeeially that 
portion called the cnmtlUoU or nuwritlsn law, 
tnaiinrnclnred by those reHeraUe Id womeu 
— tlicisesatutatlons of auck pre-udlces and 
ridiculous and cruel customs — lb judges 

CbristinnS loudly proclaim their god to be 
agortof tnilft.ot ;uoe,of-m!rfT» aodofjBslfce 
- the aiiEolute perffctioo of all food qualities, 
but more particularly of the first, wliich 
rightly understood embraces the whole of 
tbe othen. This their " lying lips " declare 
daily and hourly, whils't it is easy of proof 
that the instilutliiuiof ail Curislian countriea 
train th iuhabitsnts to lying and cheating 
from their in fanev and Oiat a really honest 
man couldnot live iu them. ChrisiiaMleeil 
apoD lying and slaod-itmt, a-ni •J.altk'awv* 
Ihiratwith ei'tt 6^a)ii*s,a.i>i itl.wtti*asmi* 
• Bee « J en-V)0*.TTOniV™»^ r ^ ■*'^ 



TH« eitA<L> or MASON. 



f DpndfDM Ibtf ttirm Iheir gad ii TaCTB '. 
tto tbtj not insCitnie nuatioiia erimina] pro- 
Mediogl KFUDFt a fcUoii.iiikD for jnniltiug 
tlieir god, for blupheming hii holj name, 
for uyiDg tbat wbioh waaaot trae of aUd 
eoaeetaiog him? Aadatiatcan beagnater 
crime againat the maJBity of UuCK tiiaa 
Ijing? 

Christianity ti a part and parcel of the lav 
of the Uad, lay the " twelve," and the lav, 
liketlieJeo-book.iB valuable for itianCiquity, | j^ 
or the circumataace ol its harini; been writlBD i „^^ 
to wit by-gane agn. It i* raluable {mm ' 
being ioci 



ebmnlrr to mil.— Tit jann ttr nr I>4t 0^~ 

BiHB inga IVir «iM, pinnil that Odngi J>b«S 
dlTC>u. >>•■•>' tfatpuiidiof Clull*Bhpai, <■•&■ 
cdwI; of Oloaenlir, liteanrr, bnu a eiaM^ i»^ 
lu;i«>ti«>'*n(-i'iq»«i'<rjim,aBddiir«Hmig U»* 
1»in and nligimof tM natdi, inil aliikcdl; and 
pnifainly derShg and iulliiiug ta briag alaaBh^ 
gad, ih* 1»lr acnptnrta, md fb* (Ariatiaa nliBioB 
luH diabdiitfuid»Bt*inptani>iietbtpM{laafUiia 
kiudom, an (ha Utb day of iltj, in tha flflh jmr 
Btw£Tagaatontlmija»^vatB,inQ^fORCi sal 
AFIMS, at the pariah afonaaii, in Oh traMf *|ia» 
'■ H (bepniHueandhesiagof divailiflivaQ^ 
' cm' aaid lady tha qoni, maKdnilf, nilarf 
nd •nakedly did csunae, apaiik, atta, va- 
.... and pobliah witfi *^mi fnMTot ■>• a» 
iasr Hlmifhtr flod, the hair amEiiUuea, aad tt* 
.fan religion" "- •-•-•iJ-^ *-i» 



» for the pre«Dt day. and for tha , j'/^^t lUierTSeB i. m^VSimg aaTpTf 
Which, by ita kid, black may be iniesniug the aaid George Jocob Ho^oaJn) noil 
ihovn la he «bite and while to be black-at Ue thedaHwrrt Mai«j'(™-J?f,."«B°32: 
•oe and the same Hole. The law ]> valnable ^j„ ij^oj^JiLi^tr B«i) <n halCpay ■'-Ijifc 
for providing in one place for the paaubment | Ai^tdi^linninU'aEiijpl^^ttslhagnMKialil 
and tireveution of mnrder. and in another m^d reproKh of ma Oulitlu raliglDu, in open n>- 
«t.™^f„r n,oL;„.> ;n=^,i .n,i i=„j.v,i. .v. tiLioii of thc l»Wa o( tW* UngdoBi, to tfap erf ei- 
plaea for making It leKil and Uudable, aye. ,,_i,„,^i,rtkBainHke™oHiBifeig,«i«™i 
■ndgrateful to(*«godofm(n7y, totakelife . tupM»uf oor lady the qnemheiorewn and dipuij. 



— by tboBHvda too, if it itritt law maken. 
Upon tta* occasion of a grand sacrifice of 
foreign Cbriuian or uther Uvea, by Biitish 
Christian (minafmnrderera, British Christian 
archbiahopa, hixbope, and ministera return the 
emniprefent god of (mlA, /wfAce, and uiscr 
tbauks for the aasiBlance he has lent them 



le Ihcii 



a,a1thi>u 



■alvation, in the same god, though 
haps wonbippera at the aame ahrine, 

The bible and the Englli' ' 
in alt the particuturs I havi 

great aasiJnity by the frann 
The (■ ■ • 



law an alike 
entioned, the 
studied with 
of the latter. 



bird command men 
larea " thou ihalt do no murder," wbi 
little further on it is ordered to do it. 

The English law, of which Chriatian 
part and parcel, proviif 



of n 



t the t 






fender on 

other. To make assurance doubly aare, in 
addition to those words neceasory to explain 
the case, a multitude of others are nsied, fre- 
quently have nu bearing upon it, and which 
daclure in such casea the grusaest fulsehoudt, 
but are of course tight and proper, hecaust 
Christianity ia a part and parcel of the Uw 
—the tying part, I pretiime. 

I ahsU now jHOeeed to ihowreasoos formy 
opinions, by aoi 
ment of Geokok Jacob HoLroisB, chargeil 
atGlouMilemith bittspiiiiniinjtl 
god — the god of truth. Upc 
Cbtislian procteding referred to, a wilfully 

wbioh was supported by an equally lying ad:- 
nTOata — jiaid vith Ifulh-loiiiHg Chriitiatu' 
gt^.' The iDdictment ii not leDEtb7,a»ii \ 
sire it mtiie. It i* M lelloiri>-> 
X)8 



Tha flnt fabebood it oontainschargea Hr. 
Holyoake with " being a wicked, nalicioni, 
and e<il>dlipOKd persoD," to prove wbioh bA 
rrdanto waa oQered, for neitber the prOMtcit. 
ir* ntir other pereona poaoeaaed •ofbywbld 
could be mintantiated. 
Tbe aecond faiwhaod ii B bsntaed asl 
palpable, as well aa an absurd lie. Mating that 
Mr. H. did "with FORCE and AKHS " 
iitAciaady pronounce certain worda, " to tha 
Igh displeasure of almighty god" — •hail 
god without paisians ! Ad untntortd sa- 
ige wodd, upon hearing this, imagine tha 
Christi«ii' god waa made of clay, and that 
risonar had with " force and anni," — 
policeraait'a bladgeon — broker bis noM 
icked bis ■knit.wbereat the said ofmiri^ 
god was greatly eurBged,aa we might loppOM 
a nun would he wboabouldbcnlgeettoineh 
treatment. tVbat a logical ai well as sabliiM 
notion, that an aU-miubcy being euuld be 
injured by a creature of _finUe power,- wbiek 
power, moreover, ii delegated or imparted la 
bim by said all- mighty. 

The third falaehood ia, that what U dM 
xaa " against the peace," or that he conmM- 
ted a breach of the peace. Its refutation fl 
in the fact, that the lecturer and bli bearM 
retired peaceably to their homes at the con- 
clusion of the lecture. 'Tbe only breach of 
tbe peace and infraction of the law, wu pen 
patrated by the anthoritiei, the selE-eoDinla- 
ted god-HJefendera. Tbey ifJe^oUji aeiBtd lfe« 
defendant several days afterwards, mlimt 
a tearrani, at near midnight, aad sabpaMai 
hiui tu " uanecesnary harsh tnataieot. ' W) 



illegality they aubaequently made legal bf 
taking especial caie a verdict of f«>((j(>he«ll 
be recorded againat bim. Tbe )4ulicial k|W^ | 
demaiu which converts tlie illegal tpniaeH* | 
maiWUatM and Uue-eoMed ruffians iota 1^ j 
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boiild low no time in taking 
acking it by an act of parKa- 
b imperatiTe upon all magii- 
oe inspectors to act npoii it, 
IS society would be mot-ally 
e pecuniarily benefited, 
seed advocate, jmzk/ to defend 
d of truths declared himself 
blasphemies of the prisoner, 
the contequences of insulUna 
list knowingly defending the 
tment. How much he cared 
mces must be very evident to 
Christianity ! Should 1 be 
to sit upon your '* mortal re- 
insist upon a verdict o( Jelo 
diet of a parson and a lawyer 
)ok. W. C. 



f POWER. 



yt ** a dissertation on the 
ibutes of god,*' no notice 
ist I think, no Mtixfaetory 
I to Mr. Mackintosh's grand 
»of of a god ; decidedly the 
t may consider, the worsts in 
rde to the argument drawn 
ssis that there is PovfER in 
je 96 of the " Dissertation," 
it power is the fundamental 
in god ; " All other ideas 
i of wisdom^ goodness Ac, 
&nd if we take away the idea 
rest vanish.*' Ic is therefore 
is idea of power is worth 
.nd the Atheist is bound to 
: we have no idea whatever 
t though we have an idea of 

is not ** fundamental of ft 

If he can succeed in shoar- 
i no idea of power, further 
nnecessary ; for no idea can 
of anything. Now, as I 
s, by far the best part of Mr. 
rk, has not yet been grap^ 
, by your leave, attempt to 

succeeding papers, that this 
a of power, is a fundamental 
»rt, that toe hare no idea of 
erts I may remark that Mr. 
isty in his declaration ; that 
istion of power there is no 

the Atlieist admits, and is 
nit the existence of power ; 
e Atheist may deny intelli- 
pelled to admit that power 

the operations of nature, 
•ntinues) is a point where all 

so long as we live in a nni- 
rything b in motion men 
i;reed upon this point; and 

the point from which all 
>oo this subject should begin 
mselve$.*» Thia, I repeat, ^ 



iifa rather harsh daelaration, which I ab 
really astonished any author should bai^ 
made, for it is well known that David Hnmir 
was an Atheist, aud, in his celebrated es»ay^, 
more especially that one treating of the idea 
of power, endeavoured to prove that we 
have no idea whatever of power. I shall 
quote from Hume presently, when it will be 
seen that he, at all eveuts, was m>t compelled 
to admit that power, is manifested in the 
operations of nature ; and as I also am an 
Atheist, who admits that power is the fun- 
damental idea of a beNef in god, bnt do 
not admit that we have an idea of power; 
it is quite clear all men are not agreed upon 
the point. 1 am not a IHtle pleased, 
that in venturing to be sceptical about the 
existence of power, lam kept in countenance 
by so great a philosopher as David Hume^ 
for Mr. Mackintosh thinks if it weto possible 
any one could be found silly enough to deny 
the existence of power, no reasoning on earth 
could cure hnn. His #ords are *'lf there 
should be any Atheist so abiurb as to main, 
tain that matter and motion are enough^ 
without any power to snstahi that motion, 
we have only to say, that it would be waste 
of time to argue with such a person. He l» 
too far gone, His care is hopeless.*^ I, 
though as already said, behi^ such a perso0y 
very far gone^ and case perfectly hopeless, 
wrll nevertheless attempt a thorough sifting: 
of the question, for I am not in love with 
error, and certainly no answer has yet beeJk 
given to Mr. Mackintosh upon this really ffpif* 
damental pomt, and I think he should be 
answered fully and clearly, or the post of 
atheism be at once abandoned as unteliabli». 
It has been frankly acknowledged that pow^r 
is the fundamental idea of a belief in a god ; 
now let us see by what kind of argumeDt 
this idea is supported. To guard against 
mistakes, I will give the very words of Mr. 
Mackintosh ** Now the ^estion is (says be)^ 
what is that which sustains this everlastin|; 
and unwearied motion of an inAnite nvmbef 
of worlds distributed throughout infinite 
space. The answer is obvious; It is power* 
By whatever name or names we maj desig!. 
nate this power^ still we cannot divest our* 
selves of the idea that this eternal motion il» 
referable taan eternal power; for the exist- 
ence of motion demonstrates the exist- 
ence of power," Such n the sum and sub. 
stance of Mr. M.*s argument in proof of 
power. I hardly kn ow|wbether I am j nstified 
in calling it argumept, for it is Kterally aa^ 
sertion; and a thousand assertions don^ 
reach one argument. But let us be thankful 
for what we can catch, and do all possible 
good with it, sQch as it is. Well then, is 
the first place I deny that the existence ef 
motion, demonstrates either Moie or less tlMUi 
the eiuUae^ qC i&j«^m% VI ^ mw^^^vMK 
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SuLTe any meaning at 'all it must signify 
something that exists, something too that 
exists of itself. Our senses inform us that 
there is matter, they also place beyond all 
reasonable doubt, that matter moves. The 
existeuce of matter then is a fact; that mat- 
ter moves is a fact; and that matter, in 
motion, produces or causes all the forms, 
combination, and modes of existence we be- 
hold is another fact. Now, within the circle 
of these clear facts is included the sum total 
of human knowledge. We can easily under- 
stand all this, a child will readily conceive 
of matter in motion, and the change thereby 
produced; but who, I should like to be 
informed, has any idea of power, neither 
matter nor motion, yet, if we may believe 
Mr. Mackintosh, ** sustains this everlasting 
and unwearied motiou of an infinite number 
of worlds distributed thronghout infinite 
space." 1 must confess, my iuability to con- 
ceive what is really meant by such language. 
It is in truth mere hyperbolical rant, for 
passing over the nonsensical expression, 
*' unwearied motion," what 1 ask again can 
be understood by an infinite number of 
worlds distributed throughout infinite space, 
all sustained by this "fundamental idea" 
called power, which no one on earth has 
any idea of. The word power thus used has 
DO rational meaning ; in fact, no meaning 
of any kind. Like the word god, it conveys 
nothing, but the negative of everything, and 
if Mr. Mackintosh were called upon to ex- 
plain what he means by power, he could 
Dot aiiswer the question, for this plain rea- 
son — that he does not know what he means by 
it. David Hume says in the essay before- 
mentioned, "It must be allowed, lliat when 
we know a power, we know that very circum- 
ttance in the cause by which it is enabled to 
produce the effect ; " now I put it to those who 
think they have an idea of power that sus- 
tains and moves all matter: whether they 
know that very circumstance in the cause 
(power) by which it is enabled to produce 
the effect (matter) and its motions. If they 
do not know all this, they cannot have an 
idea of power. I'his ludicrous notion of 
power, neither matter nor motion, yet sus- 
taining all matter and all molioc, is very 
old, old as errer, but I don't remember to 
have ever seen it placed in so ridiculous a 
point of view as in Mr. M.'s book. The idea 
too, of everlasting and unwearied motion 
beiug sustained by power, as though mution, 
like a sack of coals, could be shouldered up 
and shoved about, is passing rich : we shall 
hear of people, by and bye, carrying sounds, 
putting heat into a bottle, and propping up 
the rainbow. But to be very serioua, i f power 
is neither matt^ nor motion, how can we be 
asfured of its oustence. I dont mean told 
tbAt it exiBta, Arsojne people have wsumivct 
310 



enongh in tell ub anything. Nothing v I 

easy than to say, as Mr. Owen did^ii 

thirteenth address to the diaciples of 

rational system, " there must be pow 

perform fJbat which occurs thronghoa 

universe ; but what that power is mav 

not yet discovered." All this is quite 

but not quite satisfactory. I have all 

stated the important principle, that we 

no logical right to assert the- existes 

anythingfof which we hare no ideiL 1 

we cannot conceive it is madness to i 

the existence of. There must be pow 

perform that which occurs thronghou 

universe, says Mr. Owen, which is jostt 

for granted the long contested qnestioa 

the existence of god or power distinct 

and independent of matter. Had Mr.< 

been content to say *' that which hasoc 

throughout the universe, must have occ 

but how it occurred, why it occurred, oi 

it should not have occurred, I am 

unable to say ; '' no harm would have 

done. By such a confession, he and< 

would appear less knowing, and undonl 

display more wisdom than they now d 

am inclined to think it was from Mr. 

that Mr. M. received hisastODishiogeeil 

and great contempt for all hopeless pe 

who would not bow the knee to powei 

newest philosophical Baal, who " mov' 

atom and controls the aggregate of nat 

I do not think, if master and disciple 

about to be weighed in the dogmatic ba 

it would be possible to determine oj 

who should kick the beam. Mr. M. de 

that it would be waste of time to argw 

any person who thiuks that matter i 

sarily exists and moves of itself; andyi 

certain that something exists of itself; 

this very power, supposing it not purely c 

rical, must exist of itself, and not only 

of itself, but performs the extra duty o 

taiiiint; and moving the universe. 

ima^itiin^; a powi r capable of doing 

almighty work, Mr. Owen coolly ttl 

disciples, '* that power I call god, and 

the wi)ole matter ends," which, it mi 

allowed, was a very appropriate finale 

grand opera of logic. What effect i 

upon the disciples and the harmonies ol 

reason I am not informed, but it if 

doubtful whether those \rho are accusi 

to think upon these subjects willaccep' 

hypothesis as irretragable argument,- c 

a matter ended, which, in n*ality, 

commenced. Neither Mr. Owen no 

Mackintosh have reasoned to couclus 

to the existence of power ; they ium[ 

it. I'he former gent. nsi*s the word poi 

difierenrly with god. With him%pd is 

and pow«r is god, while the latter 

power the fundamental idea of ib% be 



AlAKt V^MXWJ^a-. x/« &*jBf%ikfvrA« 



MR. GARLILB J cannot *» it under any name. Ho lovcMriith am^. 

[ni^ l/rn T¥T«T T?"RQTfVli* > Hcifm-e; vou low iiUjilatry ami HUPeMtiiinii. Ho 

Gloaeefttflr, August 2», 1842. «ioiMMra.«r-ntliT nf err.iT, of tlu' faitb lUat is laU-, 
>OE.-— 1 have allowed a wevk to elapsi- ,.,„| ^y[\i v„.nr no dfr.MUT— no ili-r-.H.-tioi'. IJ<.h.-:.ko 
ddfcHl at the mock truil tif CJKnu«;K j, » Im-ht i'hristiim than his jiul ji« \. !<■• niiiiMi v.^ 




rmy of circanirttnucoM which Iron jl»t ; mulouiniHeiwois. Th.*qW>*ii«in which li-.Mvas a>ki-.l 
ifore your lordship a* a law ofticcr of , a'jonf dnfy in g.nl wa-« an nuchristiau «iu»'.-=»i..u. .Man 
i before that moHt niupul apd unnv.- ; \^^^ no drli»«M to bi; iH'rroriiu'd t.iward p..l as an .-x- 
rblockhi>adAa«onuot thi» Uhnic.'rtt,.r [ tmi:'.lhi'inj{ other tlnn to mak.* it a rtiiirii iiucmal 
n in hope that it will b<' th«« last ca-e . to hiniM-lf. Thin in a dutv wliiih M.ci»'tv a- u lIiuitU 
dugnMre the recorddof KuKlish conrtn , owes* t.. thy msii and th'o iii:mi t.. hiinMi-lf. Innna- 
■nre 1 do nnt dii*t*>rt your lurdHhip'u , nnel, or god in man, is ihcth.sirvan.i \\\ • rk-vclatiori 
. I^aay that through evi-ry miniitf uf , of thij mysterv i»( th.: godh.-s'.r in Ih.- h.Uo. 'lh«? 
Imirable, ChriHtiau, nnw.-an init mn.? jjodh-ad is umn's heart inad.' div iiic hv an iiicnn.a- 
, yon mKHt haw regretted tlh- circurn- ti-.ii of tin* spirit of g.id in iiu.ii. It it I'-un-l v u w-i < 
I hail brought auch a case into c.nrf „j- ,.,lui-aJiuu iu ««ii'nw, luomls. uii.l h.v.?. 'J'n 
ouaaw a geutl.«n»»n, at least uinnnd, change th.' heart the h.-ad innst he lir-,t ciiaivi-.l ; 
"./yj^ charge^d with laving npok.Mi chuiigL-d from thr uauiral, Hinful, .ir igii..raul man, 
nd If yon are but hs-lf as pious as rn-- i^^^^y ^\^^. HpiriliiHl, ii.Udlectual, or cidiL'UliMK-d uior.il 
■oar lordnhip wciild hnd no closrr ]•:>- umn, 
CB4e of Holjoake than that of ytur jt is wh.llv nionslrous that Hnch a man r?s Holv- 




--^^-_v' ■ » V" ,-^r' "c reje<'ti'd,wai* ail inferior nian rt idol. Tlu: religidu 

? ^hold, now ye have heard hw Idas- \^^. dl-cl aimed wm that man's rtijH?wlitiuu. H.i 

i think ye? Thev a«8W»Te«l and wi:d, iu,.r«lv ^aid, the cuntrv in too luw ily taxed for \U 

r death, rheu did they smt m his facr, id„ls »ml Im suni rstiti.'m. He • -..J, in fact and I'f- 

bim, and otlierti Bxuote him with tin; f.^-t, hi' would put the idoU on half-pay. I would 

hauu!*. ^ . ,, ,T 1 altogiMht'r cashifr thi'in ; not u hixpi'iice would I 

., in iipuit, done to thi* amiable Holy- 1,^^,. ,va>ted ..m tlu-m. I hav<. no hiii-h ri-ligi-.u; I 

thB«amceverlsistnitfgo<pi'l niyserv, n-nounn-, rej.-ft, and ("crii it altiicether Yi-t, I 

.vine principle plavodovin- again. As reBpcct the bihh. ; not us vmi profess to resiKict it. 

.ccaHiott, your lordshiii p-rsomtied the , i ri^^■^^r^, ohri.,tiani(v ; not as vou profess, but as tho 

lee, not the virtue ol H«'rod, I'dale, „cieiic.' «.f human wisdom, morals, and love. Boly- 

mest. You dul not, like IMatn, n-a- 0^]^.. j^ better-! am a better CTiristian thr-.n yon. 

.conHoraandandjurv; wiying, iw you _ j,, tj,^. theatre of Gloucester and iu the public 

**rf' *Jl*' y"** ^**'\".? "V '^V^*^ *".**^'* ' waysofCheltonhamlhavedivlawdthatabadmaii 

unlike I'llate, and like th.' high pru'st, • was nrvi-r prosecuted for blasphemv: and that thxj 

St the fvccuscd, whom, your otfic, m i,,,^^, ini>Ht virtuous, and mos , hiWisopliiral of inea 

adiuinwtration uf law. vv;iis, m duty „<i thev who ar*- prosecutpd. Mv evidence is iu 

from the evident malice olhwaccus,.rs , y,„„ cortntl ; in the liws of the (in-ciau philf»i^i- 




hf^ rehgiouBopimonB! Wa|*iiiichan ; blasphemv to y..u and tlw jury, as thu language of 
ade before the judge made it in aggra- i jUp ^avioiir was all blasphumv to the hiirh-i.riest. 
■ orcnKatiou .» I tlven blnsh-d for the ' ^^^ ,■^^,^y „„,! „,|ij.^ ,,^ ^ Christian ininwter iu to 



.egraded name of Kwkine. Vour fatlier t^f) ;.„„^ Air. Justice Krskine, that vou are n.it and 
lit hw ridiuiou. I hat was in hmi a ^\^.^^ H.dvoAke is a Cliri.-tian. I Will undiTtaU.- 1.» 



in ynn his son. Holyouke must have 
Luciited man in you to struggle dri'ad- 
j religion* judpe. By your procci'dinirs 



provi! tlifs, if »pi)OSi'd by all tin* law and Ifarniii;! of 
tliH countrv. I call uinm vou to repent of that which 
vou huvi' don-' to Hoivoalve. Take shame bv timi' ; 



Jie queen wiw disgnic-d— by yon, her retriov,. tin' character' of vour qunen, and Pavi- h.-r 
aentntive ! It is the disgrace ot the fr,„„ ^y^^h dis^rn.cful asn'ociations! C.r.t IlolviaKeri 
iich a man as Holyoak.. should be m j,^^.,^ ^^ (n„.u.-d. Do him justice; a.id aik p:.r- 
aesty 8 houoiix w thereby tainted, h.-r ■ ,i„„ ^f j^od and ma.i lor th.' ii'iJM.-tii',. voii have rf..ntf 
hed, hoT character defamed, her irlory i^i^^ | jj,^ ,„^. i^,rj. vour lor'^hip's bin nble servant, 
peaceably disposed reign disturbed, h..r > . . Kh:mabi) CaKiMLK. 

iiaiuoiu. oiie w haiidi'd do^^ni to ]»os- j . , .^ - . . . . . . .^.^^ 

act in her uamn as a trniiit, revenge- | ——————— -^ ~ 

SM in matter* of conscience andr..ligion. | JtW-IK)()K PROMPTINGS. 

hanicsiuRtitutionof this city, this day, • Ox Monday, Uie Hrh inst., I visited Troy ibm, with 

the charred stake exhibited at whiih I my siui of twenty-tivo ye»r-* of age. and ri;p.iired to 
•er was burnt. In the aaol J have. M-en ; the ancii'iit arciri.'pi'«cf)pal pa'nce, ifliii'ii is n"'\vei»n- 
tbe amiable and goudUolvoaketlwinigh | verted into a public schi'^id -room. And exhibited tu 
, with a turnkey listener, denied the pri< i any one for a rihilliiig. 1 visiti-d if ivt an object of 
ding a newtipuper hllcd witli a r<>port of • antiquity, with its historical associations. An iiifa* 
hing and hurrying h\a frifiud ■< away from j mous clmr:!! job i * coi: ui'Cted with tlii-' sacred build- 
o eonveraing with them. Itw.^^Kiirha iug. In ITt^'Mh' Archbishop of C\t)it<.>rburyobtaiiii'd 



Mr. Justice Krskine, wlio caused i'ishop 
te burnt. It wad such a man as you, 
Krskintf who has caused Hidyoako tu 
aoned. Holyoake has no inoni bias* 
I you. He is a.s incapable of blasphemy 
>u do it in tbd naiae <i religiou ; M 



an act of iiarliament, by which he got rid of hi4 
mouldy, tottering, and uninhabitable palaec. built iu 
127b, and erected in its place a beautiful d\ndling 
about three mih>s from the town. The chapel of the 
ancient edifice, with Queen Kli^abeth's open p.>w, is 
turned into a B«hool-rooiD, aud the dei^yman, or 



TBI OKACLS 

■nnebed; (or him, eiUUti it Ibr » diiUli^, ft inm I 
hMt ortm paid. On nw l»t vWt t hmi nol » rtiU- 
Use, bni tliaailiiliilarcUBgtdiiicludi->-aii«ii,ucl 
■■in Die bKFk idt >ilght«n psbh, kec; ing bcr pu- 
•onic ttx. On tik'mg Uil> elninl dmiitT npnam- 
tative, or clerfijiaKit ^low (ipmnle, wbeuiRT i^orpj- 
»■! paniihnMnt ir» luBicted ub Ihc punlx, (ha 

The eihilritoT nddrf Hint then wwt uo bo^n in the 
(chml, bnl nnehnndnd ind liitf gnts. ud that it 
w» cnllcd ttie S^ol o( IndMtry. Mmij of these 
flgjtgrd or floggnb'.e girts in itwve Iha *|i:a at Iwal 
puberty. On m» snyiug to luy compnnioii, " Whit 
« ahnnie ! " ■ oiiidle-nged wanan, Iha mulreM uf 
the nchool, nulled down the lonf* DnfTow, nteep 
MniKuc of Quean Rlinlwth, with dtnahed flat and 
BoTuninciiulenllT. AihorldMrriptiiHiof Iheimna 
will bnt WHirec the endi of pnblit^ ]i^i« and nti]il> . 
TheBBdlaniiteCnnticiioiiiaiiHraamedDnl thafol- 

bM». Till p-dilichacr nil ripllllariUer. Ihimarhhl 
■t^BaUlJtss '*• eliildrm (it Jhe a^o of puhertj). 



moAl net (0 lealiledWren. ( leritfium! ctrf nmrll 

Jb/fful wSmjfm irertyeiinf, /brjwi niBit hart dr- 
tlrvd il f /rjBa imtylf riji jwwr i™ tilllmit Jlngg- 
vv-muannBtflltaheentnittidvith r/if gdmmtion of 
dSOitn. ntmBLKMamn u iiBI Ihichildrtu, 

■ and rtfl awor n-W, * Bba* ObfcAjWrra.' '' — CorratjKM- 
dtut-^Or" IfiMg Diipaldi.- 

■ . How TO DO THB Devil ! or B hint for 
Sir B. Inglis to propose the ereution of same 
B&BBEL chmchaii.- Mr. Edward Bmoka, of 
Huddeisficld, (;sie aiernian in n Methodiat 
«hsp«1at0^h>i(D,iD whioh be anid, " I bad 
B glnrioua aalTalion of tonla in > place I 
)ireaphed in last year; the men nweated bo 
for saliratinn that thej were oblig:«d to pntl 
vfftbeircoatauidwaisCcoaiB, ahd tfaa womea 
theirgowoal" " He had," besaid, "effected 
the aalvation of the iquire'a wife, but the 
£eiril would not let bar havs bei aool M liberty. 
She prajed in her room, but the devii enleted 
there. She prajed iti the bam with the door 
-oloaed, but tbe enemj got in there ; and at 
laat ebe did kist b; praying in a tarrei, the 
^nta of vrhicli were too close for faira." 

ANTI-PEBSECUTION UNIOX. 

8, BnifrtE-ilmt, SlntKl. 




OF KIASOIT. 

The Mlowing li tte ivptr ■( 
Home, U. P., ta uiinanirjfti 
aeoretary of tba " Anti-PanBci 
requesting infonnatini of (hap 
a. pelicion on behalf of Mr. B&b 
Bjde, 18th An 

Sir. — T presented the patilien 

Charles South veil { and,'u t 
time to lake nnj notice of it 
apoke to Sir JameH Qtabain, - 
to look into the case if BnytliiD{ 
and I expect, when he i« aUt 
to hear fram bim on the Babjed 
The prevent uudefinBd i^eiUM 
leavei eiary nan, who differa L 
liahed church in hia opioion d 
futh, at lbs memy of every J 
ChaHes Wetherall ; and aacb 
law U much lo be regretted. 
I TFToain, your obedient K 
Mr. H. RjalL JoBKI 
Alan &.n foll.,wi..g rrom Lord Bra 
LorH Bronabaoi'K eompllnLeota to 
knn no iiMiit that ho pretantad ti 
Srutol irith otlien, u bs jireacojad 
whifrk rame from an/ bodK* uf pen 
jndof Ihe wiiiuiui. Lord Brmihai 
lioa upon Ihe ntject. 
AngMt 23, laiS. 

NOTICE TO COSBESPOH 
Mr. miDftIc HoixiCK, BOW 
Amench. writing to Mr. Holjonka i 

orKBTTYiHii,dHirMhim tanukaa 
Bible the fan that l/trrt it » <iv 
tiania in Kcir I'orjl— hnndteda are 
whocuTiot aetwoTk,aiidiiQinbm* 
unlylajiimUwia. He uyi " Iha 01 

anxiuuA tbiri dhoald bg oiade knon 

Baker," alull appear u earl; u pu 
Ur. MfcckkTiLoiJL't article panlj i 

Krbat*.— lDiheutic1aoIW.b.( 

pamfTTuh, to iumedjataly bfter the 
In p. 2Hi, N'u. .IS, artiele " CbruC 
Ac, for " two thoBiaud effiuodatioBa 
thiia«nd." 

JfUflSOKIPTlONS. 
F:r a, Of/«in. «f Mtur,. SovAvtb 
Ah-riend.. 

Ijubflcript'oii, E*Ji>»a.'.' '.'. '.'. '. 
UuU>iIor,4A 

ThimiM'lli.™..n '.. . 

Mntoal InxiiuecioD naee. in ronn 

mlh the Odd t'ollows, Bnndar S( 

AfcwKrwod- ,' . 

Maliolm KUneaid ,' . 

Allan Pollock 

JoKeph l^th^riiUEton , 

Richard/IVmae .. .. ,, ., , 

.Print Worki^ "' !?",'' "f^ 

IHtltoatHeywood.'.' .'.' .','•..'.' .' 

Pria^o.i Bud Fiibli»hed fH TBUHf 

Ha. B. Holrwetl. «(*•«, Seaad 

1Mn>4fci,%e\f*ttlMi 1,1 
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Tl HAS PiTRRSON. 
» wW tmJ>Mi^li.yaa,Jtma.Vnrkt 




jiuKllclr eihihiiiag tbem to tiieltmtlait wna- 

Uere we hirr a fine extunple of arflanialit 
Agiinat wiiiiH drawn from ficnau, ovd< « 'u- 
dtcnHiK Jet ftircFble illuitTBtion ol I'n/nl d* 
atMer, Ihit DDlhlnR-likF-leBlli.^ M<%uu* o! 
nlrrH-itl pbilM'iptii'iy. Tbe'e felkiv k ^-n rh--ir 
living by The Jifw-boolr, and cun^i^ixnEl; 
•inDU^ih m;r ''>B<'' wnMbiaj^like it, Tlir <:ur- 
rier in ihe bewieed oi^ Tecommendi'il « lOf- 
ti lioition orteatber, and panona wben beildgcil 
in IhHr aituttl of iDlly and corrnpliini, tlliv* 
so Idea, aitt ifideed nereialty for an; otimt 
than a Jett-hook foititlcatina. U il otA 
al'furd ta aCtempl a diitpinof or an ansner tn 
bkull or an; olhtr philoM>ph<i, hy an appeal 
to ihe rahulou* Irath of Oewii* f Hfiw.Tirr, 
lolofti'ia thcnintlns can bBtdly complaia 

pid nod the icripiur*. They avprol (•! ilist 
a^.Mti.bl(. Jjw-i™k, iiBd cttmiM voniiiL.in 

L-wilh good gnet if their opiionfun iqrmllji 
avail rh*mi*lvMi)f iia iupt-rlniive liiinibi'tf. 
Nor de I MB how tbey can di'iij' tbe re'. 
ffiit'R coBcluaioM, IT ttwy admit biajirrinlMa: 
ir thpy aiimic tbat Adam and Eve *tn a 
perfect piiir, it will bediOScult foe phri-nolo- 
f'tu M aCMunt for tfa« drcanatBiKir of Caiii 
and Abe! being «i Wj diftretil, il «ill in.l.^.'d 
b" dlES<n't for ihem to aarannt hy nn appeal 
(0 phrBnoUeicn) prinoiple* for the Je»-bork 

fael that Abel was the beat and Oaia the wnr»t 
po!^bl» Bpeoimeii of hiimanity. 






nfloo 



HbJIa 



eiipemitioD, and tbar be wka 
take! upon truft and adnpiaae theba<hi(/ 
bia Tcai-nninei the fT'ifAtMibprtif Jsw-booki^f 
Jew-god, il totally pretluded ftwn Hmving 
at BouDd caDcInsiwia. l>aiurflBoSnviD. n riii. 
oiple nF Luther, laid tint whocr i« Irun in 
tlienlor;' i" /al$e in pbilogoplij, nod u-bni !■ 
philntophy iijhbe in (brnlofiy. Viom 



> I d 



lent Mj- c 



that there U qq tme Ibeolofty. ortluth laihr- 
oloftj. That it hepins with a lie, ^oen an 
ffith a lie. and Gniahn vlth the Fane— ia 
nhort, that it is a lie altngether. Tbodopy 
i> beminpbroditie in ita Eharacler, bdoft *t 
once father •aA«tfh«af at leant nine-ivntlii 
' ~ all lb» UiuKi "Bd »Mf<Iu»n in Dis 
>ttd. r mIhuu te Ma nha^ ».•«« 



tHS OBiACU or ilASO'EC. 



I&renologiits will make fo the' ReT» Mr. 
yfi\mmy for though they may not share my 
disgust and contempt for the idle stories about 
Cain, Abel, Adam, £ve, the serpent, &c., 
they cannot, T think allow that the difference 
of disposition of Cain and Abel,- though 
sprung from* the same parents, " is sufficient 
to show the foliy of the phrenological system 
in reference to marriage." 

I leave them to settle this matter as heftt 
they may with their rev. opponent, whose ar- 
guments have nof shaken my faith in phre- 
nology, hut they will undoubtedly tell well up- 
on the soft heads of ali real good Jew-book 
Cnristians. I dd nevertheless agree with the 
rev. gent, that it is net fitting idiots' skulls 
should be publicly exhibited to the females* 
wondering eye, and therefore sincerely hope 
that his own may be carefully looked after. 

I will now pass from this rev. attacker 
to a no less sage and able defender of phre- 
nology, viz., Mr. Barber, v/ho in a lecture 
introductory to the course above mentioned, 
displays much anxiety to shield phrenologists 
from the charge of being Materialists'. Such 
a charge certainly is a proof of considerable 
ignorance in those who make it, for material- 
ism lends no sanction to phrenology as it is 
ealled, or craoiology as it oaght to be called. 

But let us hear Mr. Barber. I call, says 
he, on inquiring minds to go to nature and 
see what she has said ns to the truth or false- 
hood of phrenology. After which very ra- 
tional csdl, comes the foUo-Aing slap at Mu< 



action, I preiam6. Now all tidif lo 

like nonsense, as <' Pnblicola'' won 

for what can be. known about the 

mind's action, when in point of fact, 

neither more nnr less than a modi e, 

action. M ind is not a subject or k 

like body, but an attribute of certaio 

subjects or existences. 1*8 it less coi 

that the fine, active, highly sensitiv 

called brain, should think, than thi 

tangible, immaterial,no-one-knows-v 

ed mind, should slide into and ma 

the brain, as I do of my breeches ? '. 

her wishes it to be borne in mind tha 

nothing in phrenology that is not 

compatible with the soundest theoloj 

Shis is saying very little indeed for ph 

for the soundest theolo-ry is remark 

ten. He allows that the brain is i 

to all mental operations, if eo, thd l 

inference is that without brain the 

be mental operations. Now it is 

this that the indefensible doctrine a 

of materialism teacheth. Whal; is ] 

cannot be dispensed with, so that : 

to this sound theologian, mind peri 

its organ. But, inquires Mr. Ba 

not all the operations of the semK 

operations? Does not the mind li 

taste, touch, and smell P To bo 

queries I say most decidedly, no 

can be no other tban physical o] 

D'Holbach has well said that " tbed 

which haj been so often made be 



terialist^. "Such is the in ii mate connection I physical and the moral (or mental 



between mind and body that the metaphy- 
sicians made a great mistake- in paying no 
attention to organisation, and physiologists 
sometimes made as great a mistake in as- 
signing all operations to the body. And in 
this way many persons were led into the fatal 
and indefensible doctrines and theory of ma- 
terialism. Phrenologists assert that the brain 
is the organ or instrument of the mind, not the 
mind itself. This is the first proposition to 
be established.*' Now after all this prate 
about materialism, one might have expected 
that Mr. Barber would have taken some 
pains to establish ** this the first proposition," 
and utterly annihilate materialism by clearly 
manifesting that brains are incapable of 
thought, and that the thinking principle or 
mind is a something not matter, yet capable 
of miking u^e of matter as its organ or in- 
strument. A course of this kind might, I say, 
have been looked for from so boastful a f^oer- 
to-nature as Mr. Barker, but no, like all the 
bouncing apouters about mind, be so far from 
tttempting to establish his proposition^ runs 
on with a strmg of nonsense about the mode 
of the mind's actioft being a matter placed 
altogether beyond the readi of the hamad 
faculties, for over this, li^jNMiimes, the au- 
thor of nature has 8pra||l.;«| impeBetrable 



Pdii. That ir Vft tiw 
914 



evidently an abuse of terms. Man 
pvre'hf physical. The moral (or mei 
is nothing more than this yrhysical \ 
sidered under a certain pcint of vie 
to say, with relation to some of hiii 
action, arising out of his particular 
tion." Again, " The physical man 
acts by causes our senses make us ui 
The moral (or mental) man is he wl 
physical causes with which our • 
preclude us from becoming actuals 
to mind hearing, seeing, tasting, &c 
hut deem it gratuitoufi and most oi 
able impertinence to talk about n 
this, that, or the oiher, beforef it- 
there is such a thing in existence. 

I niUL-t return to this sjubjeot, m 
yet relieved my coD3oience of one^ha 
and this article is alresidy too long. 
'W ilson and Barber may therefore i 
on a few more castigations, aje t 
ones too,- for my determination is I 
mannerof mercy upon canting sophis 
revei-end or irrcverend, craniologii 
craniologic. "With craniology or i 
itself I am not now meddling, my ot 
simply to show up the fallaoies of 
pretend to expound it, and abo^ a 
the latter of the sanctified garb ill i 
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tns oRACiB or bkasow. 
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y tt ham cfftcia/ed 
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*r ««f* who haii iiwa to Mep down 
>«eMW«!lr to visit the inbabitiuiw 
ttar world. Ha tn!k«d wltb uur fa. 
to b.et, walked with iheSnt itihii 
rdon, ftBd etBD oondeiroended toshow 
mHke hreeche". It woold appssr 
U like family coDDeiiona fram ia- 
J», ibit intimncy vriu broken off, 
etb«r, but gmdaaDj. Fnr nuni- 
r the garden the-ik-iAies 
■" "B meet a BeiitfeinaD, und utnpntd 
' "- « w.y-.ide ■ - 



JiimHtf w 



WHAT 18 GOD? 

-, „„ , WHiT >B all thi» sptulter and clatter ibcpt 

frequent, perhaps S™'"" J«orpubHeatioQ P Nwenr jou s«eia 
Itrew old and naabla to underg» '° '""■" ■''« Jon are writing abont. God is 
W. d.n't aiMft Ihii a. M a fact, "•.•""eh tbe wbj^M of auiwioe as .nr oiber 
Mtlon say) BOihinE npun the mat- '""•g^ " not compPcb* risible it would ba 
laft free to speculate. Wi had npiSL-me to talk abnot it. The cod uf tha 
WW from • gtowinir sense at mo- .'"'''* " P""'? '"Im/anliai. Ths father-god 
rtia would Moreel/ amord kiiIi " *'"'' """ tnowi of the physical or natural 
-■*■ oftbehiudirpiirN to Moi««. """a. 'ha Elhoim in Hebiew. Tht>aiii.«,d 

U last di«p- ' " "'"' """■ """"" ''■*'• '-' - -- '-■* ■ 

ighl unl 



. Anil he flwok, "ihali* ortbrig 

rte I boaei, luid nuke prbaii trembk. 

•'piilclire. h^niir. ■ „Z 

bu called fatlh fm . 

•letpofmipendti.. ,,'|| 

tojudgmtni, Ihr,. . , ,j,B 

seat of jnilice, tod tlir pr..;„l «,i] bj,, V«Ii,rB 

Meanwhile, we trait our leadcn and dU- 
|ipl« will keep ihrfr lampi iHruruvd ready 
or hweomlNE; all who hate ttXrnf numt 
i» not burj- them. We mut *ork u ihe» 
rho hare to ei.e an wt.mot, «> that in »». 
cmilaoce with the ability pusseatd, interest 
VBuej obtaibed, and our work 



rullil 






[iMUitl, beMMt 



Hut 



ibwwilbelovedion. our 
EWt ofi with hii criticiiim 
datermioed not ta desis 
htfaotrinei &nd pulling doi 
1fa«o1d,lheyatIa«tniiu'der( 
bw<, however, been mad 
n uiricipBte 
appoi 



lovei 



'0 






f. eomrortcr to <lio« the 



was Dot fli f-M- hi 



n, but h 



kiioweortbe mental ompiritual 

world, tbe Jehovah Elohira, or J^na Chriit. 

lUeholjphart-(iod ia the eduontrd elate of 

~-n 10 wisdom, rir!no.aDd lore. The*ecod« 

incornaieahi. m man byeducBtion b oil 

^ 'nee. Tbiu is the wHali'p of god m * 

'pint m ipirit and in wnb. All nientsl 

■ iMes of god in the elnnda, or ia the phyti, 

I or natural world, are idols, mere falsehu- 

in 1 magi nut ions. The truth of god oao only 

manitsted ai s «pirit ineamated in man 

eduoatioa. If you muldreod tha Hebrew 

Jaw-books, aa I Hraa rend 

-•■ dJBpUy so much igno- 

idently do not 



hook", thi 
them, joo Hould 
ranee in abuaa of what 
" The fault 






n the bi 



r pas 



who rend them by the letter _. 

nuraery tale hislnries, not in reading them aa 

a treatise or doutrine of the apirltnal world, 

wbone Intitoie, longitnde, and degrees are the 

head and mind of man. GeHnoio km.«li-Jire 

the nubjeot, drop your abnse, and k.iiirpia 

-sarvi more suitable to teaoli b3-,.^anipIo 

precept tbe gsneral defectiv,^ KtHie of 

I- BlCaARD CiBI.lI.li. 



tiii<^>«i 



<n him •hnltlil be brouHht oi 

V BiftrvelloU) tlii:bt ; that ic 

. ondrttaat lamb is ilain. bi 

idid ■ onmliirter. a spirit i 

e Oneli through liiniKliall alio 

h Bud bring all tliinji to vou, I . . ■ - ... --...^m,u,u .-i., .obi.h 

, jespthouBh he be dead, yet r± J!^,^\'*'l"."'^*'l="H^™^«"«- 



TBI SnrFRAGE.— .Ml, T. 

l<lr«sBiD^ a CTbarELU merCiiu 

fl»j".t"; ---■vdsfsa^, siii-ae.^™! 

I nnd that one uf (ha quaLifica'- — '-- -'■ - — ** 



■■liUed M 



vata-wtetLlbK «& 



Jri^B •kieit or uAsoit. 

■'. lar . iSTEtEEB NO GODP t tiMii.aii.w,.tlJu»iiUimi.rt p«i 



lag — w uijkiiirnl 



jiuun: bin ui» uidi lef^^nu' 
it in- »i.r.bij(rf41al«idBa"ii«llh^ 




»iiaJils gl Mtiiiiti u> di finitely wbiit ii Imtb, ud 
iHmttaniilBplhl' WliuiaHnupotfUlto lijil^nn 
«aa»ivnt|lMidard(i>kul<]i (uot-mlel oi Bum 
kr "hiim vwr qubinn HibU Im d.tniuiHd/ 
That mw wtu lua clMRieit u^ tlw pCuijoiui-iit 
tuiil Auliiictl]' duwurdEd all Ihiir rrlutiLiiiii— wlurie 
» ttat ]u»i C .\(in <■•( incHiIuj mud jiel mrj lUb- 

tliTunjih ihi' wliulB ihiunolCiuLolicii i'iule."Bi!t7 



HindiK...' I 

J«S rtt "iiu man liiu j,.a u„,.,,,., f,,,,,,,,,;, „ ^i 



d^djjnttiuu by wlLch 



wrj out xb^a oriRinSlj d^cUre"Si 



UdjlBDUDDcinil Sll Hliil .1.. ' . 

Wul™.nl Mk. -It n^ pmiie ih bum m cunfl- 

Jruiii UwtirMBlima of UiB ]u(Uii)bj^ ddi ai 
hs^Ki d'" ""'" ^"^ "Win. ur wiurihut 

1. djiuu— B sDiuelhuig ai B Jiouiiug n 
"Sye,^' Myii Ihi ftjMerielui, " ^ot w u k 
wbers doea it ilni'll— ibuvp Umlonds lie 
■njifbere, •Terywiisni, « .,o«iw«? I be 
Ju.utr u m i.-iSmg," WtU.trimJ.lBii* n I 

fl»lja*l«'hB.-. uo ublciHX. uatiif Is' "* S, 
U««iUliiaio Uie luindDf mui.ud > ul 

■•BbDDtKiaiaiNlUtssiFE ■ dEfiDiliuii DC ■ HbLtet. 
rtK>t>>>dud«tJilBU«utaaiv«imeiiricuUi -'Nn 

•Kpa™ uI'joaMe. Aomvar i^iMaqnuw." JiUuw 
■ABd Leui wurAh piKhi} t>>o acdvf uitf lunu of » Lmnle 
•eolM ev'mlj lia'autod in Jih- b»nd. JnaU«*iii 
• lEDddB.'t (xlie bu Imit Tulariet ban a-ila/t— liH 

KdmcBlfiitd Djurpi-aher plMeauil tiiNi>VA^nii 
idUrJ, lad 1 an. uf opinion la>t if wn hiri 4 nir- 

nelidui urjiiKUcc, i>ii/rj.a»ku.d hcki — 

"■■■■' '^--'-- 'Til of » frmalB fijf 
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All ..'^t -I..0I. f«..r, ,..., „^,\ 

rtn* MinrtbibmuuiiciTotBud.snil 



Irfife ^EW ARGUMENT 

"A rosTEnioiti" 

'. THE EXISTENCE OF GOD. 

In wmc, led I ctule oil, ikltfa ibr lorf." 
JkW.BOOK. 
uniol for writeri npnn ihi* tulycBl 10 
a itte ■ilaplatiiMi ol ili« Khiile uiilv«r<f, 
I it I* kiiouii Cii IK, ti> prvFe [h« powrr 
itum. an'l fto-lwrdi i>i ie.hI : thw irll 
eaeti uhIiiiiiI in eilltllv llrti^d io ill 



OF IIIA«0!< 



■iiialr mlimiil. iii>il hj ■ piwwn ol mBiiiiinf, 



lived, HhKi kind of Cuod mAiit harv brFii Fur. O 
niiHwil \t ill ithiil •«!■ II Binrt jliHe ptthfrrrf ■! 
Ttj tA**wi1ttTlli1t<irHa<ii..t>d(ira>>*t«rni^. 
inul.ilil»«««iipiilied Hill) wiiiifrtp' '»l»«i 
or \f it y*t'!oi\nur:Jti, terra Jtrma\ni>d thM 
ivMuii ii|iun,a>id ailhFhtt ivrv fi'nribt? icim7 
mnil, hrCHiiH' Ihpv canii'it eunerive bi» it 
ciMild hivcbiwn DtliFroiwi ToT InMmcr.i) (t 
ehuiud tiilwHii oiiiiiiiil uiibid tu Ihs WMttf 
w« kn»w »i;II eiidiitli tbatit could iinlpunltil/, 
liv« upaii lund, mid Ihercfon), diiIch it lirrd 
In Iha wklrr il could not IKmt >I1, aiid vW 
utrta ! all this tht* tciiilvmen know, 
ypt ibey have no to-mri fiiiiihcd Ihtir 
" " ■ ' ' J immpdii 






d,^l>ght( 



r Ipiinf it) and (h<ii l;n« nf aren- p>d 
tf Wit llicMi ini" jiriisialhiiirdiiyj hi. ' 
1 An inoli'ird 10 I"] ihtt hlmne lurih* 
\^llim and spread nF stheinm. almiKl 
■">ufl the adttKBtei fur god"! mb-f; 
if b»ei) trjiii^ in direct euntradieiiixi 
u^m auCliiirity. tosmfef) out the mind 
To^l, .irtd ilri'* hnvt bw", if we are to 
r n^:, ':,h-,. h\f minncillfwii. Thii 
■-■■ ■ I - Illy brhif (hf ifi and 



o FKncy. and iimleadof 
ilitig snIifKed wiih thrif hiiDaMlB uf 
luml pheMuraena. ilr eaiitiiiiiii>)i the Mareb 
di-prl IlieTri^^noranc-i ihoy hivinc made 
------ "aridy s/rtR 



h intn u'[)r. liin' 



m Utt M • Mrtais pMb, m 



wHu JurpH vi>lun:>'i <)i pmiu; of Chi' pnwcri 
awl viidom, lud (■•ndniM oi ^nd. a* mnnl. 
Iniivd in rfoinfvhat he could :iai help duriifi 
Wben^e hilre nor prriehl vlaM'of Alheiitl 
deriftid tht-h- opiiiloni ? Munr uF Iheni Frnn 
brniK, and Ihej kei a cuntiiinpt f-'t socN 
IruihF bntirhuHrelliRrnilty piTliri? Who 
bate dmi« ihv oil? " Uhali the day miy to 
ibe fn<IIer. Why hant Chon 'uimeil nir Ihuh? 
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Slid craraji hi 


n m every 


louible way 


orimioftl. Iha cfitninaJ have become ao, oot 
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THE ORACLS OF REASON. 



eoimeti«n| that if he be wrong the writers 
on religion ftre the cause of the wrong, and 
if theh; be any punishment due, it is due to 
the originators of the evil. W. 



. ^ b<^'^^. . 



« 



WHY ARE "WE ATHEISTS? 

I would i»oi jjive the snap of mv finfrer for the man 
who profes^jed atheism, uia.ply bc'cauiM^ ho was diM- 

Sudttid nith leligioTiB nllame«j." — W. C.> Oracle qf 
\ettson. 

Mr. EniTOfe. —Will you permit a pl.iin man 
to endeavour to answer the above question ? 
You must excHse simplicity. I hate the ab- 
struse as I do the priests, and dislike forma- 
lity as much as religion. If 1 understand 
you rlRrhtly, you would rather the mistakes 
tof your friends were corrected than those of 
your enemies. Nor is the motive a strange 
one since it is natural to wish our friends 
perfect We can endure to see our enemies 
in error. 

I copy from memory, and if it fail me not, 
the motto chosen is correctly transcribed from 
your pages, I am not Sterne's recording 
angel and do not therefore register eveiy 
man's illogical idiosyncracies, but the one 
(quoted reminded me of Job's sarcastic re* 
mark, that " great men are not always wise." 

This brings me to the consideration of the 
question, ** Why are we Atheists?" And 
I tale it, the grounds of atheism are many, 
find different with different persons, and pro- 
bably quite proper with all. 

It may be laid down as » premise that 
every goddist has certain notions of a deity 
peculiar to himself; when these notions are. 
disproved to his satisfaction he henceforth 
becomes an Atheist, unless we suppose his 
intellect to be on a par with the Katioiuil 
Religionists, who, when they had thrown off 
t>ne superstition took up another. Such 
a supposition with regard to a converted 
goddist not only carries with it little that is 
oomplimentary, but, to borrow a phrase from 
the church, is a work of supererogation. 
Certainly, I hope to show it to be so. 

The Oracle's early pages contained some 
clever refutations ot the ideas that moti&n^ 
space, or matter , can be god. 

If a man who holds that motion is god, 
should read Mr. Southwell's acute refu- 
tation of that same fantasy, become convinced 
of its absurdity and give it up, would not such 
a man be an Atheist ? 

Am I wrong in thinking that he who should 
believe motion to be god, and become con. 
verted from such an unsteady error is an 
Atheist and properly so too ? 

Would he who held that matter was god, 

which we are told crumbles before the faintest 

blow of reason, and relinquished belief in such 

MB aapugiligtio deity, woald net flach a per* 

woa be an Atheait oa logtotl (rwukdt) 

Si8 



Has not Mr. Mackintoili graTdy tol 
in his curious '^mutilation of the ban^^ 
attributes of god, "that he is an Athdtt toj 
god of the Jews, and you have not dif] 
the propriety of the assertion. 

But I think I hear you rejoin, Mr. ^facfc-' 
intosh. though an Atheist to the god of the 
Jews has now a. power god, and therefore, al« 
though he is an Atheist, yet is not an Atheist. 

But, Mr. Kditor, you do not surely intend 
to insinuate that all your readers are as foni 
of gods as Mr. Mackintosh, and that when 
by great good luck they are ridded of one 
will rake over all the lumber and rubbish of 
philosophy until they find another.. 

Permit me to tell you that I am a una 
without a 8:od, and at the risk of being estw 
mated by you at a very low price, I add— ■ 
without a god in consequence of the " vil-' 
lainies of the priests'* as exhibited in th* 
arrest of Charles Southwell. 

With St. John I believed that god 
love, i did not fear god, I had too mi 
confidence in his goodness. I was one 
those Christians who, like the Unitarii 
cfare trust him. I should have shrunk 
horror from the man who shonld have 
me god could behold iniquity unmoved, 
smile on cruelty purchased in his ni 
But when I saw the cold-blooded barl 
with which Southwell was treated, and 
fiendish malice employed for bis destruct 
—the scales fell from my eyes, and I 
the dihciples of Jesus, not like men, 
devils walking. I had read '^ Fox's Booki 
Martyrs," and cursed Catholicism from 
cradle, I now cursed Christianity with 
same heartiness. I no longer saw thi 
a priestly " glass darkly,'' but beheld 
naked and stem realities of the world, 
saw cruelty thrive and grow under the 
tion of my god, and he who swallowed i 
Korah, Dathan. and Abiram, put forth 
hand to save my friend from the dutches 
brutal priestly thieves. A god of hve 
all this. No! no! Don't tell me. Fr 
this hour my god vanished into thin sir, 
like a November asteroid shot for ever 
my sight. 

Now on what ground do yon oljeet 
this ? Am I to become a goddist again ^ 
cause I happened to be convertad by at 
of reasoning you perhaps never investij 
Suppose you believed there was a nil 
some great house over the way, who all 
stood at the window watching his servasi 
work, and who had sworn to protect i 
while they did well — and if, wl^n in the 
charge of their full duty, some wretches c 
up and took these ser\'auts one by onCr 
thrust them in dungeons, dark and deny 
no master cameont to their help— woiui 
believe he saw what had been donaS 
^wi^ \ kuo'a V Sa with mt, I waal 
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Iteist in eouicqiuiiicv. 

k otonl Symbol Worship, 

ftcfnliir GradBCion, luid indtil)!^ 
|[>Ucle>Dt>on " KihefBafioJ ?"— 
niji^ ptaSl llierriif, but Llii; buri- 
en dune For me b; " girirMl; «iJ- 

IfPlmt rare I Tor jour miller, 



U ii 



(»h, I ihiill ti 



h Ihv 



U wiib the ladici, my ;Srif 2oii« it 
t, tnd nil bailsrJ, vaiit,phi!i>tii- 
d deilj' «haU ever sapplant it, 
, and wor«liip w;ia /teUnti—nol 
plotij-htUtiaii, Cbeslei-Seldiui 

isthit: 



wm AtheT ciiu>«(, Itt j'uu^sllniBit 

ih ueFdilitnerdrtlierilliistmitin 
refer jron lo a pusa^K you qiiott 
; number from Mr. Murkiiitoab, 
b'nld the pntiVf of (tnirit »■« 
WM of the rillxiiiirs Ihcy prau- 
god pnuisb«a, uatnrall; enongb 
t Ath<!ictt. f 

Juit issued of the Beport of 
Mr. HnLIDARR at Qlouee^tfr. 
labsppj pbnwe or M'r. Cttrlile's) 
kJodut Iscariul B.rLrani, tlie 
b(Mr. H.)itatcJ at Chdleu- 
kdruofno religion.'' tuid Uie 
>liceaiii« of the ireatinmi of 
SoMhwell." Tht cnioeidence 
tt I do not dunbi that Mr. 
IW^IBte mjsell. BalhefHd atheiira 
imlieiorthe Chri.tiuis., 
S96 of lbs Onific, yon My, a 
' ■ himu'lf au rttheitt b«- 
tt dtiKB««d Bitb rrltgiuB, like 
Eh^ miMakeii cjfecu for causes. 
inthinlt yoo ikc nilh ihelyux'i 
^ t fotv ihtuDeh the mole't diii> 
tl in voU The spplicatioQ of 
I'lbnDded on the dii^at of telr- 
IMIiMI of eoM'i'eruy, not otefficit 
iDootiot your paper pruduiiu 
beUn irorld's curie ^ Who cuu 
_i« ii ■ farher of merclea p^rmit- 
Tbe two taken together are iliit 
.1, and theae oalf are the true 
the atbriim >□ qanlioii. If it ia 



next lay, " the chUdreo of nioh «/ 

Atheitt mil}' nut see the laiue reatoni for dl>- 
gnstiipoii k..il.l.iK [^l(>".c;..;v ii 



L»t ttijF chililren fceSevn ii 



itn irriraion, tliau to leare in the worrd nil ilia 

YotI follow up Jourr»aamiingoa iliepage 
I have oieotlonvd, by utying, " had ibe Ful W 
been aa Atheiit from princi/de, his ehililren 
would be no too/' Pray what do you mma 
bva priociplBp tfbat ia Uie /ir'nci/'h of 
Atheism, Ihat will jiiUlibly lieifp ii- .\ i n-i.l9 
hi «|iite of all the r**imn« for br.-i.niii>j: -..ri- 
distjihat unknown Lime and thoiii-tji ii,uy 
produve f Verily, I ftm Ciiniioa about U. 
Wiih me a principte ii an aiiiimittio nila^ 
nnd the role that operated in iny cOnvaisinil 
Wk* the mlB of consiateucy, I Iwcwne an 
Atheist brcaiise I Ooiild uoTraconFiln oun* 
r>id yuu heroine HU Athuiat by 
iu niiia'gain»H'ni! uonlmrii^tfrtP 
r that uihrriieaplemuy b« cuud 

ind Atheisia ulthon^h Uiey may not have 



Ifth 



iiforb 



in^iD 



(w) of love — CBnt.hypoTPisy, 
BOO religious vtDaiiiy rauld nut thrivsiii tlitf 
world. Why not taka advnniDge of Uiia ? 
The scofe of miwrj and tnjnilice will Ho^ 
more than cold logie to nwalieil men to 
reason nnd throw l' 



I addr» 



, 1'Ht 



to borrow Trom Pope, oue pliiyi 
head while lh« other comes lo ihehean. It 
nat aaid uf the juat AriHiiIrs, be rrposed on' 
bis owu proper wiadoDi,and hredrd no man'/ 
praise. So if you would leiiob thir piii])ilc to' 
rtpoa* on (heir own ]irop«T and well nnder- 
stood powers, and give np iWir false ahJ 
faneied dependence on tnpiirior beiogi, )iiB 
miiat not despise hnman reclin^ta bat lura 
tlKrir mighty Eurreiit into tba cbaunels of 
pbiloeophy, 

I do not onderrate your phllosopbioat ta- 
boitra, Just as " feelingt,'' in the wurdcof 
I'enibertan, " are the slaya of iiilelleVt," ao is 
iniejlcsct, in its turn, the guide of f(oUug> 
But he who shall eielnde "' '" ■■—'-- 

atoic, colder than a Unitarian, and his bvart 
harder than a stone. 



hia ' 
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long to ft clan of Atheiits whom yoa rate 
\rry low. Havinje no wish to be boiit^ht, I 
du not iniirmiir ut your, price. Bhi I must 
Aia^e the circinnstance a pretext for wiih 
hiildiiii; my iiaiiif; and likeayduiii! l:i«iy 
irhen Mhe affects to t>e ottendeii. shall piea- 
ftantly tell you I won't Kiveeven my initials, 
since it I ^ave >oii my pei^on, y<Mi would 
fiot deem me worth the ** sn^tp ofyourfinqer*'^ 

A VOICE FKOiM GLOUCESTER 
GAOL. 
DraR CBOXY. — ^Tf I may borrow one of South- 
WF.LL'B queer paratnraphri': Thou nnswrprvin;; friend 
of blam^anierri, thii* coiiiph — as cortain ppl-t1ei« nf 
old dia to Timothy, ^ret•tiDK■ I have heard yun aro 
carioafl aii ■ younf; lady to know all about lue, and 
what I could' not deny to tbe/a»r I can hardly re- 
fuse to th;•y»/ff^ 

Yon reini'uibcr.I Ipctiired in Cboltenham on the 
24th of May, and how I wa^ h(»noured with a notice 
by the Hsiife authoritieii of that fzodly town. ItVad 
atlerward-i d>*terintncd I Mnonld receive .nrther at 
tention hy the county, jind I have the gtatificntion 
of infiirniing yon that the xhirehaU o^ Glonce^tcr 
:wa4 taken, an 1 a public meeting convened on the 
15th of AngUHt f<»r niy especial accommodation, and 
ft more Te"<p«*ctable 'audience it \m* never be«Mi my 
lot to addre.M. Common ciinrto,*y requires I shimlil 
acknowledfze that the exp'MH'M uf tii* hall, door- 
kee])ori* inrlndud, were politely d'woharged by tlio 
gentlemen who pfitroiiii^ed me. 

At tlje cj'nmenc juent ol" proccdlnj'^ p. vctv re- 
spectable ge.illi-ma'i t.>nk toe cnnir (\ thinlc Lit* 
tiamo waM r.rgkh.e) : :in excellent cbuirman iie m^^de, 
f-nd nice order he '•:' pt all day. I wa « ''alien iiy* tn 
to move the second resolution,* namely that I be 
ucquitted a 'id not lUftimittml. Thirf will Mi>enaatrana|e 
lansuiiee to y<m, but it in the peculiar phraiieolo^ 
of thi"* couiity. It took me m'"*' A'i«/'# ■♦^ properly 
Dif^ve rhiH reqolntion ; and W. re ngjin I mn-t in juit- 
tlce obierie tiiat i*') pidit -ly were uiatterK manairi'd, 
that in ra-^e the iiflereitt of the audience should lia^ 
during that Vwi^ addrefU*, tirt^lre gentlemen were piro- 
yided to pay'pia^oMlar attention Xn metknmghout. 
At thj> coHclvtiion thene gentlemen and the chair* 
xnan icindly requested mv further company, and ao 



love I enjoy a dear, oninCenrnptod view of i 
wall, "nil* I take it i« remarkable, if in 
repro^nt him who i<i the ** same to day, j 
anil for ever,'* for certainly the illoHtreti!! 
perfect^ nince a pack of lynxes conld not 
diflTi'rc-nce in it in an age. 

The chronology and ancient history of tb 
pe<»ple in tliiii dwtriet in very obffcare — ^bnt 
able they were origi'iallv a colony of teett 
men a;) they are o6.iervecl to drinlc nothinf 
than water', and freqiiently to live upon p 
line esculent root, defamed a great Inxu 
little Halt. 

Any a ixiety abotit my nplritual welfare i 
as the habitii'of the people exhibit a Htrikii 
mity to the divine nature — for they are dai 
out variation, or the shadow of a turn.*' 

Promising yon another epistle at miy ea 
venience. I retnain vours, verv truly, 

Gloucester Gao», S'pt. 1, 18^1^. < 



charmed Wb^ I with ku<^ courteftv that I made np 
«t.ny f r '* «x m-mthi'^ anong this de- 
lightful and iiiteresting people. 



fuv mir.d to st-ny 



The pTarc 1 reside lli is a fortress used for the de- 
fence of the lord m the^e parts. I have "been 'told 
that his weapons are sfinlHnl ; I c(>nfe:<s that'to 
m" they wni tunyihle enough; but then one I*anl, 
a famou:* optician. savM we ^ee imly through a **g)aM 
darkly,'' which perliaps aepounlsfor it. 

During the dfay I wa-k in a sjmcimis area of 
peveral aqnare yardn. I be'ievethe poets of yonr 
connt-y sinor of "nature's green carpet,"* but 
in these pares they are stone ones. The carpet I 
walk on is of this material, and one particulHr df>- 
seiVe : mention which proves its prtNlnctton td have 
been the work of a '* itiijyei tor nojcrr." If it was of 
mere earth it w<oild soon absorb the rain, but being 
O^ritone, absorbtion is bt'ievolently slow, and i-* ul- 
timately effected bj- the feet of thoiie who walk Hpi»n 
it. This is unquestionably a '* in'.te contn'nanoe,'^ 
and if known to the ghost of Paley, to Lord 
Brouffhauj, or the_ "Chambers' Information," it 
wonld be held an invaluable *^ evidence of (h!,!m,** 
and if properly paraded in some " Natural 'I'heo* 
logv." would work wonders. 

Opposite TRf door is erected a row of bara or 
pike* Tliese form an impassable illnstration of 
con latency in ^* divine things," wince they enable 
onr holy missionaries to prun&gate Uie gospel in 
ion'ign jparts, and protect it at home. 

nfocyh llwM meinatuig monvmeola ofprilepilfty 

•Jfr. 



Jew - HooKIANA. — ** Bible-dictiona 
c6me up,'" said the Sunday-school teachet 
was Lot's wile ? " ** The'pillow of salt w 
laid his hi>ad on when he went np to Mon 
to ofr-*r his son Isick up coz he had do 
hisself to do no ways else." 

"What is fraid' concerning Jonah?" 
swallowed a big fish and was found thf 
aslet'p with a bit of St. Peter's net in 1 
whicn hi> gave to queen She-bah for n 
bn»eches which he busted in straining to 
the lions den where Daniel had gone in I 
to eat his pa-isover cake coz K.'njamiu 
let him have any jMrndge.'' 

ANTl-PERSECUTION UN 

-vj-.- fi. Ho ytcel -street 
Thosr Collertotriplwi ur^ willing to emj 
selves actively in dher circles than thoi 
immediare friends, luay, by applying at 
receive the addreiOM <»f AVw S)//.» iri^r. 
write, ler them send ame, addre->H, and 
'.v'li'eK they Collect, or w^hich best suits d 
ni"nce. 

Person « in the country, who are intere 
caH*e, a»e ri'one-ted to* apply for sheets < 
the liberal puhlishers, st>cretajries of Social 
&c.^ and if not promptly anpplied, to writ 
the xecretary. 

On Sunday, Sept. T8, one of the commit 
in attendanctf, a:t»r the evening ledbire, 
the London Social branches, vi«. : at ^ 
strwt, Tfittiii'iam-court-road; Mrd bran 
friarM-road ; 6:k-il. High-street, Whiteeba 
Kre-W ck-place, G -swell road. The coll 
persons dt'sirons of ai^irtlng are reqnei 
present. 

All T>erdon3, collectors or sub«eriben 
q*iested to make some additioij^ eflfort 

J|neuce of the increased claims on tbei 
rum not only the victims themsdref 
families of Mr. HoLTOAKE, «nd Mr. AD 
Let it be borne in mind th«kt it is fur thr 
fort and at lil)erty oi!/<A7'efo that those sa< 
made : thi; fullest support is daitned^ n 
from a'l friends of liberty. M. Rti 

>Llia(;HlPn().\S. 
For ike Di^fence of Meter*. Soutkttett^ Be 

Paisley ' ..• 

Homo .. ,» ,, ,. ,, ., ,, , 

Collector 115 

A Friend ,, , 

G^rae Newman . . , . , 

Charles RassM 

W.B 
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iniition, irhal it 



■ god, 



w null gpring ? What 



helirf is . . 
helnif (roni u-bom nineb is la he hoped, i 
(0 be (taiti, "bo id some nther world will 
rIuE hin BftTDgv rniturt, sBtfafy bis joK>M, u 
It lacBlled, by twiisi; aam« into la iink|pnti7 
hell, and exutinv oiheni to an (qDntlf iniag- 
iqarj henren. While men oontinue to Wiewa 
in a god, uotil Ihey hare sense ennngh la 
•pQi-Q the tile trmh laiiRht by priin*, l)irf ' 
never oan «et morally risht or 1» p«(itl(»llj- 
free. Belief id BgcidMlha tallapy of tctloCIM, 
tbe moat prepotterODi, the most impudent, na. 
the miiKt miHtliieioiis of all fallicic*. That 
fallHey once fully exfoned, religioa') di'Mh- 
varrHiif if sitcnrd and teoledi 

To atrilte at Ihat fallacj the Omflf ofRta- 

son Kan Gnt set on font. To ehow ii ; 

has been iha Rreat aim of thoi^e nbn nrit 

Ihi* paper. To do that Would bo wdinlopota 

the ilon«», pietoe to the marrow, and ilnailf 

annihilate the tery easenre, the actite vital 

principle of all the cr8.ft», Mr. Low wry 

properly aaya, in hia third letter to Biolit^ 

HfMidtay, that " Th» whole end niid design tif 

reliKion id to recomnifnll a« to tbe faroiir nf 

Snd.'' Itc&nnoi he denied Ihatancllia tta 

fod and deai)^) of reUgion, Ifeither to fuar 

norhopp aajtbing ftooi a Rod or eodii*pra<-- 

Elcnl aiheiam. I( ia TOoblalD the f^roiir of 

eod lara mate aDph eoniiiminate av^ra of 

theinsclrea. It'ieb] git lonrtMn^limt pcegti 

crowd to choiehct aiid other li^gsliarf rKev^ I 

tnclett of lanacj. Ii ia with the lauduhleoV' ' 

[ucc of providing tat the future and ^ttine a. 

plBTB in talnRdoifl-onine (ha« ■thew 

-hcd iiDb»cile* dinplay m much pioua ■ V 

a"ni. 'I'hey would preti'od to lov* the 

,H-ltb nil llieirbeattf, souls. and«trtll«th 

y tbcii]^lii that inii<);ii>aryi;^nrl*inatihai 

minting orheuten. Temfil"" are '«tW 

fo hypocriay and fear, nol love. The r li'frlou^ 

' lacit^, wbo ia nIffsVK bmlalty htlliptr, would 

t offer upaptayeforpay n *iralPsno, if bn 

I not tbinit heahould be rejMiirl witb inlsmil. 

It In indeed' abnniBnllj ev dpnl, ftrt to 

iturb the belief in a ^ ia to diaUrl) llit 

indationa of all reli(;ioa. Th- 

fod nteaopposw fee i-sXW.mic'; o\ ^sA. '*^J 

" --tMnly no one in \i\» »cti«!' "«™** 1=^ 

rout qE »tt iaa^fiiiMl -^afinBMl,*. ~ 
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tiMrtlbr0,iirbo imarl at atheism, mod find fault 
with Qt for publishing it, are bound to show 
that it if Winer, that it is more expedient to 
ihake the pilUn rather than at once set to 
the work of ploughing at the foundation of 
superstition 'r temple. This ploughing work 
has hovrerer given great and never to be for- 
given oflfeuce. The Oracle of Reason is be- 
yond all question the very best abuoed paper 
in exiriteiicf . No quarter is given to it either 
by liberal or illiberal hif^uts. The Christian 
priests don't like itH bravado^ its ribaldry y and 
noiey acoffing» The Infidel priests hate it as 
heartily as their Christian namesakes. It 
inquires too freely, it meddles with subjects it 
ought not to meddle with,4t is not content to 
deal with legitimate but fastens on Ulegitiniate 
questions, in short, the Oracle of Reason does 
what others TALK about but dare not do — 
freely inquire and as freely speak. 

Mr. Buchanan, one of the Infidel priests, 
said not long since in a public lecture-room 
that the existence of a deity was not a legiti. 
mate subject for discussion, because neither 
the affirmative nor the negatire could be 
proved. Mr. Buchanan is a Social mission- 
ary, a talented, and doubtless well-intentioned 
youn(7 man, hut remarkably prudent. His 
prudence is excessive. Some two years since 
he 8}^oTe in a public court that he was a 
Chriiitian and a Protestant, and that he be- 
lieved that the Jew-book was the revealed 
will of god, because it teas prudent. There is 
:hothiug more convenient than this sort of 
prudence, it onvors a multitude of dishonest 
poiti-ooneries. Mr. Buchanan is a lover and 
teacher of truth when the task is not dan- 
gerous, has no sort of objection to travel the 
road of free and full inquiry when it is mac- 
adamised. H e hates being jolted, and rather 
than ri^k his bones or suffer inoovenience by 
going too fast or too far,would stop the coach, 
at all events clap a drag on the wheel. The 
spirit of a martyr is not in him, and he can't 
understand how it can be in anybody else, or 
why any niau or woman should l)e silly enongh 
to utter a truth at the expence of the breeches 
pocket. Can we wonder then that Mr. B. 
should pronounce atheism an illegitimate 
question, or place those who teach it beyond 
the pale of his charities ? Can we feel sur- 
prised that a man who publicly took an oath 
that he bi^lieved what he did not believe, who 
is not ashamed to preach infidelity very little 
short of atheism, under cover of Christianity, 
should liave the unblushing efifrontery to as- 
sert that any question could not be legitimately 
discussed P Leginmate, forsooth, how long 
have Mr. ~ 



Buchanan's opinions been legiti- 
mate ? How long has ** socialism abomina- 
tioDM ** been considered a fair subject for in ves- 
tigntioa ? Mjr owo •piuidu is, that baAUxd 
subjeeti like bastard children are, in thei.-v^- 

nge ttr eaaes, ottt only the beat beg<*tWLVrot\ 1Vv% OtcwA«\»*«\^ ^ 
<b»&MUch2cft «D<I beat in aUr^B^eeta. IsLJiiai^^fiMiMMi^v^^^ 



this present reikten statt of so<»ety an il^gii 
mate subject or question oommcmly meaaa 
question knaves and dupes don't like agitate 
Your legal, legitimate questions are not wori 
mooting, it is what.is illegal what is illegft; 
mate people should get at. 

But Mr. Buchanan thinks that the exfs 
tence of god can neither be affirmed nor denie< 
with propriety, seeing that no satisfactory 
proofs can be furnished on either side. Noir 
without stopping here to examine thisflat 
discovery, t should like to understand wba 
difference there is as regards proof or disproo 
between the question— Is there a god P ao^ 
the other question equally knotty— Is there : 
devil? Can Mr. Buchanan disprove th 
existenoe of a devil ? Can he clearly shoi 
by any process of reasoning that there are d 
iiucb creatures as cherobims and seraphimB 
Mr. B. goes from town to town, from city t 
city to laugh and argue people out of all be 
lief in a devil. I challenge him or anybod 
else to adduce n single argument against ^ 
elistence Of a devil, that will not tell wfti 
equal force, or equal weakness^ if he please 
against the existence of a god. If I canns 
by reason disprove the existencfe of a god, 1 
cannot by reason disprove the existence U 
devilsj fairies, angels, or any other imagiDV]' 
beings of the supernatural tribe. Mr. Bi^ 
chanan delivers lectures against witehcnA^ 
but I am curious to know by what kind d 
arguments he can show the impossibilifyt/ 
witchcraft, or the non-existence of witchew 
Origen Bacheler in his discussion with R.Di 
Owen, demanded " What branch of moderft 
sciencej^rovM the impossi bility of witchcraftr 
R. D. Owen at first took no notice of tfas 
question, probably conceiving it too contemp* 
tible, too self-evidently ridiculous to call for f 
reply. Origen Bacheler pressed the quertiflB^ 
and his opponent replied by another. ^'Whil 
branch of modern science, Mr. Bacheler^ 
proves the impossibilit}' oT men walking about 
in the moon with their heads under their amuP* 
Still the question was nnanswered. ^Fbff 
because it cannot be answered. "Wliytltei 
is it urged against atheism, that it caoMt 
disprove the existence of a god,' that iteamirt 
show the impossibility of such a bein^^P Wbg 
I ask, is all this urged against Atheists ■ 
particular, when those who reason against tiM 
existence of fairies, witches, angels, and ^ 
vils are in the like predicament ? Tis tnietM 
common-sense of all who have a grain of dul 
commodity, scouts the antique notion 
fairies, witches, &c. nay even belief in a < 
is fast going the w ay of all behefii. But i 
does this prove, not that the impossibilil^ 
such imaginary monster has been ~ 
Ced P No, reason has only proved thsi 
-probable, the nooaensieal, the 
L 'mating ^ v(tf^\M3oAil%. 
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l«pth. The OracU *Ai» godi to the liit 
ibablt exUleocei, miit pronounces tbe 
nob heiagtuntutlaintil by irTuBimb 
MN ratiff^ a ffion oj ante. It nnt only 
unoM tba exIaCencB of one or mnre goda 
1 imprebabilitj, bat lbs belief in sucb an 
MM I* the moat pemicioua 3Si de^rad- 
tkt Mer eubi^Ded and benildered (he bU' 
iaielleot. Thin truth, boweier, hb9 not 
bed Tilhin the narrow fi-nces ot Mi. B.'a 
An, K ha tbinka 



t fa,,l 






affirm anjlhiop aboot. 
^loQ laaboaootbef arMr.T).'it 
ml^eeta, thitb It in likely, had he the ponf r, 
raild prahJbil the diBcnaaina of. He 
nU dmbtleae allow rreedoni of debste if 
't* legitimHte. SnOer olberi lo cat, and out 
~ If riffbt and left at all religion* under 
Old cnoopT of hesTen, excepl the rati- 
ne, which 18 of oourie the ool j Irua n- 
BtiI, sa already shown, nilhont god 
ttewDild there cnnid be-nn rellginn ia the 
lid, Dot eren the rational relijnoa nf Mr. 
ibliiut. Cooaidering therefore, and mak- 
jiile allowance for the neakneaaeii and va- 

prinng that he Hhonld bsie denounued free 
lima of BO dangerooa a oharaoler, which 
it ffidj quite illegiiimale but fatll to 
atem and those flutDioHx which be aup- 



tilktEdit'>rtJ'llH Ordeli tfReaton. 

" PtoH all, fhingi."— PiltL. 
r— FMnimiug that yoa will allow me tt 
M)irivilege that yoa have alloitEd othei 

lb DTI the srliclo in the Orocle of Ream 
,M, bwded " Ii thBre a «od P" With nil 

tho vnr 

t what 1 
e to I . 

C vhOK brains are aadly addled 

"'d th»l e»ery oue of my fit 

■B gi»en up the gho 



il R tiatttuig Joel llial 
it item amwred. II li a/icf 
ig that he eannoi he nufererf," 
rliole he laya, " buc I 
Itiin- (olier-iniaded readers will ^fKt 
~ n D. Uolbaeh, sut 




Domini; from on« of the nast dogmatted 
prranmptinns fanatiea that ever put a pen M 
paper, rather than from one who, I have oil 
doubt, admirea the motto that hendi lU* 
*rf Poraniantoflr»t,ffBely,fraukly,i 
ididly qrltiioji'ledge the impa»lijilitj Of 
proof, and then to lum up without any cere- 
many nhatever, by hoping thut all sober- 
minded readers will admit a certain dogma 
irhen he had declared it oannot ba 
proTfd, ii indeed a greot deal too much. I 
Rould ask, what rRli^ioniat or basher of the 
celebrated Jew-book erer dogmatiied mor 
than this t 

I leav that part of the juVjeet, and tur 
my attention to the objections raised. I d 
lot think that tnnuy periona appro™ of (air 
irgumeut more thau I do.' And I most aay 
hat the mode adopted by the writer i> ver} 
lulttir. and nothing abort of beggingthe ques- 
tion, for the existence of the thing disputed 
;ry evidence to which he appeal*, to 
is CBH-. And those aclecled am ol 
t niifair characterj for instance, tht 
writer says that " a piece of «cel driren iti 
iust under the fifth rib woold bare cured 
Herkeley himidf of bis ideality." But al 
same raon:ient, he doubts the permttaoj 
:his moil forfible argument. Inasmuch 

. pliiloiopher in bii closet may reus 
himseiroutofil. At once olrarly admilli 
that eien this illustration will not bear I 
test of ft close eiamination. The illiutrati 
is perfectly analagous with the deilh-bed 
Fcenesof Iulidek,ao much tmmpettEd forth 
to the world by the piouf men of god. 
these instances I have heard Atheists say, 
how unfair !■ tbe positioo. An individual 
about to make his departure for " kingdom- 
come " is not in s flt state to reason on the- 
ology or «uj Other ology correctly. And I 
am quite saliafled if the writer of the at ' ' 
hsd a piece of steel driven ill }ust nudi^i 
flfih rib, be would not he in a very flt staio 
for reas'ining very correctly on any tub' 
more particularly one that has engagnd 

ever graced ihe human race. On the nthtr 
haiiil, it must b« very> elefir that the elosci la 
the most proper place to reason corrpclly. 
.■to I chink the ease adduced gi 
The ni^cneul epplira to and 
the same mu>ner the wall a 

Again, he sayn, " if we only th 
if we uuly imagme there ia an external wnlld, 
if matter be purely ideal, there ran be ue 

practice." ludeed, how happens Ihi!, 
yiHi forgot ynurnelf nil at once, or the i 
lent for " " "■- -■ ^ " 
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fcttHWSll argvtt fhe point to what he does .- 
. In the article ** Is there a god ? " he says, 
** We do not say we believe in the existence 
of matter, we know it exists ; either this must 
In granted or all reasoning is at an end.'' 
But why is all reasoning at an end if the 
•xis ence of matter i^ not 'granted ? I will 
tell you in your own words : ** There is no 
•uch thing as absolute knowled«ice, we don't 
know that we exist, we believe it; we don't 
Iluow there is anything, not ourselves, we 
merely believe it," i. e. we itpagine it. 
The writer here evidently and flatly con- 
tradicts what I have just quoted about '* pre- 
mises, conclusions, principles and practice." 
But stay, a little farther on he has found out 
his mistake, for he uses nearly the same ex- 

Sreision in words, at any rate in meaning, as 
[r. Southwell. So that at first he saysj ** if 
it is all ideal, we can have neither premises 
nor conclusions, principles nor practice^*' 
ftnd a little farther on he says, ** we must 
take something for granted, i. e. imagine 
the existence of something to base all our 
reasoning on, thereby denying what he says 
further back. Having, I presume, trespas* 
ted enough on your spacei I jkHI not detain 
jou much longer. 

Although we are told that " no man, living 
or dead, ever seriouidy doubted the existence 
of matter/' I will ofter a few remarks I think 
calculated to make some one doubt the ex- 
istence. If not, I hope to show that, at least, 
the writer is very seriously mistaken as to the 
effect of spirituality or immaterialism upon 
people's minds. 

There is one thing I am inclined to think, 
that is, that although '* no man ever seriously 
doubted the existence of matter,'' that every 
body who reads the article and reflect for 
themselves, must (if they admit its existence 
can't be proved), of necessity, doubt its ex- 
istence, inasmuch as they have admitted it 
can't be proved. So that, to overthrow his 
statement, it only becomes a question as to 
whether the writer is serious or no. If he is 
serious, I can at once say from the admis- 
sions he has made that be gives the lie to his 
own statements 

Now for a few seribns questions on the 
subject. In the first place, I should say to 
the materialist, what is matter P The answer 
in all cases I have met with is the same as a 
scientific man would give, that it is anything 
having length, breadth, and thickness. Now, 
length, breadth, and thickness, is not matter 
itself. Then, 1 say, remove the length, 
breadth, and thickness. Suppose even for a 
moment their absence, and what have you 
left ? Where. I ask, is your pretended matter 
gone to by this time? It most be evident to 
^retjr bo4y that the properties of a some- 



I know of in existenea, thst CTen preteiids ^ 
tell you what matter is — only its properH^i 
If you questiod the mathematician abou 
matter, he will very soon tell you that aj 
'' solids,'' so called in common cadence, an 
made up or composed of surfaces, surface! 
of Hues, and lines of points. Kaclid telh 
you a line is extension without breadth or 
thickness. That is not a tangible thing at 
all, only an operation of the mind, perfectly 
ideal, imagination to the fnllest extent A 
point has neither length, breadth, or thick- 
ness, and consequently cannot have any real 
existence but in the mind of man. In fact, 
the science of geondetry is admitted to be 
imagination from begining to end. There 
are not really such forms as a circle^ squartf 
sphergj or any of the forms mentioned in 
geometrical book^. The existence of soeh 
things being nothing itiore than an imagina- 
tion ; if 1 were to datry out the argument 
fully, just now, I think I ^ould occupy too 
much of youf valuable space. I wiil leave 
it, therefore, for the present ; should it not 
be clearly understood, I will explain it at a 
future <ime. However, I have no doubt but 
that it will be the cause of some peopl^'t 
"brain" getting sadly addled— ''addled" 
enough to doubt the existence of matter. 
As respects ** the belief in the existence ol 
god being quite irreconcilable with the el- 
istence of matter, matter or god mdst give 
way." I must beg leate to differ very much'. 
How this can can be shown I am quite at s 
loss to know, because, if the world can be 
clearly made to understand (and I have no 
doubt of it) that the existence of matter 
can't be proved, that ** no knowledge ils cer- 
tain or absolute, that reason is inadequate ttf 
prove either our own existence, or the ef- 
istence of an external world,'' a doubt b 
thrown over the whole atTair, at once, aoi 
it is pat in such a position as no theo*. 
logian would condescend to touch it, not 
even with a pitchfork. Further, if you deaf 
the existence of matter, and clearly show it 
cannot be proved, it is quite clear that no 
admirer of the blood-stained banners of the 
cross will ever have any thing to do widi 
SHch an argument, because, at one fell swoop 
you reject the Jew-book, and all that 
therein is, which is the jvery thing he doei 
not wish you to do. ^^.^^[/J^AEJISw 

THE FREE INQUIRER'S WHY AND 
BECAUSE. 

WRITTEN BT CHARLES S0t7THWEIiL. 

Why are some things called natural vd 
others artificial ? 

Because, although strictly speaking natov 
is the source of all things, and contain 
within itself the seeds or causes of all eft<l% 



tbiog eauDOt be that something itself. This \T;^'" i^ ' « T a • 1 1. !^ 
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ilea, frtrful and slow to d*iend Xb< 
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A NOTE FEOM THETHIRD 

TBK MBIT TICTIM li BBiO' 

Tbb prieiW of the rami 



wliic 



itqiiirlag uiperieiice from ihe mmher 
fat aru) which teacbei th.m to Ml fur«t 
iluni theoduraeof rifen, and ditinli; 
bwel* of Ihe earth in searoh of hidden 

salunil thin^; hence, lorae bavit sp«- 
oMibility of IndeB'iiMy 
of human life, of bring- 
Ihg winds and waves under conlrol. «» it 
I kwpins them in bondage, and •" en- 
Ipg ttw iphere of human operstioni that 
nomph of art oter nature may he com 
, "rbe pathless fottsts of Afrea, and 
iaie* are natural, "hilst the labyrinths 
pyramids of EjO'pli hasiug b«an^ 
flkd bf ihe hands of roei 
liitineciaD bctaceu mar 

ID help Ihe 
tctng u much 



a UmsBlf is 
1-vurka. The eleini 
rlBthearUoflifa, 
a properties. I 
id Kretched a 



V artiticiali 

il prod action as a 
'ed by somebody, 
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oppo*i 
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;ati;d tnitb ^M 
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. «ized by 
Uw fslab- 



FinlC.SODTHVBI-t, 

aad lastly O. Auttas havi 

he priests of «hrii>tianity, ' 

iabed," and imprisoned focnweriingnpiiiiOna 

iliich their op|.onents e"uld not ralwtii— (« 

iddncinp amiiinen' -'---'- •■— ' 



rchblsli 






if truth, they fear iu publication, and lbs 
aid tragedy of religious peraecution Is agaia 
to b« playad. 

The spirit ■biehimmolalEd Christ, b?C8n»o 
be was an inlldel to the religion of the ma^ 
[ority, lived ugain at Bristol and at GU 



>f SreisiD necei- 
. without n know- 
. vould bave been 



ir the rack of the inqui 



if the Jen 
ion, yea, the Hr. 
be employed wen 



w the obten 
Mihbt 






tomed of clay, only I 
I with nicety, particla 

bis Horkmunship, and adorn 
ientM the human race, he stole 
hitudle of birch rodi 



ind ki 



BBttdown fire to the earth for the service 
■uu> In the fable of Encthouuia, ajt is 
nvntcd by Vulcan, or the god of fire, 
kUinervS, whoM ohastity he issaid to 
n attempted, repreienU nature, by reason 
He wisdom employed in her works. 
IP^ la the word soieoee tued in contra. 



.ithlleld would agaii 
; not that Ihe age has ontgrnwii in* KTOion 
KpFnliUons which enahMd the priiiiU to ii»- 
Oke torture and death (or those oho ttpowd 
heir frauds. The pulieema" and Ihe |t*al«r 
n the only inslmmtuU left toa fsllinK faith, 
[ and witb these an iiiratnated cligrgy yet hope 
I stay the spirit wtiich was not checked 1^ 
thB rack or the aUtii da fi. The thought ia- 
I weak ai it is foolish, as base as jf Is cruet, 
Penecutiou mu-hesproseljles ! Hear that, 
ye priest*. Ye>, 1 tep«iit, pssiECUTigR 
ta rBOBBLTTis, and For every victks 
ly torn f(oro his home to pay the penally 
;e inqair; iu lomof liberty, for every oi 
ndred prowly Ws we made. Think ni 
therefore, that imprisonini; its editon w 
■ i pfOsreM of the Ome/e. For ea. 
unfed aseore will be ready to take I 



y of D 



irlyrs, 



Chrisii 
hall not t 



i •Lrvngiheni i 



Verily itdtril' 

tims thcu, Binl.tbey shall uow be found 

h ready to fill the gap made by the immc 

:on uf his predecessor. Sonthaell aD' 

Holyoake being in prison, I stand next- 

Hedly, by every mt:ana ia my 




-te,t,ai nilli it, Ihe liberty of Frea Inquiry 
Free Expression of Opinion, Com* 
n they wilU i am ready, couvinced that 



or mun have a fair ohauee of grappling vx 
lettered iiith the AaroiTO rft wiot. M. wt 
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another and another victlai hears t6« 
.4P'j prison door clang behind him— his ear re^ 
''..\ -Oognises in the sound of the chains, the oft- 
. ' Vepeated and prophetic shout of the martyr- 
poet Shellej — 

F^nr not that the tyrants shall rule for ever^ 
t)r the priests of' the bloody faith ; 
J^ey stand on the brink of that mifhty rfver 
IV hose iraves tlutykate tainted icith death. 
It isjedfrorn trie depths of a thousand dells. 
Around them it foams and rages and stceUs, 
And their swords and thei^tnitres I floating see 
lake wrecks on the surge qf eternity. 

T. P. 
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ON THE IMPOLICY AND INJUSTICE OF PRO- 
SECUTIONS FOR ALLEGED BLASPHEMY. 

To the Editor of the Oracle offieason. 

Sir. — The cncloaed letter was written for the Chel- 
tenham Free Press during the asnize week at 
Qloncester, bat stood oat at the necessary time 
through the pressure of ansize intelligence. It is 
at your service if you think it worth type. 

RiCHABD CarLILE. 

Sir. — The good and great example which you set 
before the proprietors and editors of the provincial 
news press, in the principle of free and fiur discus- 
eion, encourages my present appeal to your proved 
liberality, for an insertion on the headed t^pic. 
Gloucestershire, aye, through it, all England, is 
disgraced, in renewed prosecutions for alleged bias- 
phemy ! AJ; the present assises, the grand J11X7 has 
returned bills, and the form of trial is expected in 
two cases. It is reported of Mr. Justice Erakine, 
that, in his charge to the grand jury, he has taken 
the high ground of declaring, that eduadion, not 
punishment y is the remedy for those defects in so- 
ciety. HOLTOAKE reports the conduct of this 
judge as most dignified and urbane, in all applica- 
tions made to his authority. There. i8,«80 far, then, 
hope that the inevitable dis^prace attending such 
cases will be reduced as low as possible. 

My experience is not light in similar cases. I 
have sustained nine yean of imprisonment to my 
own account, my wife two years, my sister two 
years, and twenty shopmen have divided among 
them about forty years of imprisonment. My hou^e 
waft twice stripped of everything in. it valuable, and 
the house itself at last sold, on pretence of meeting 
fines. My wife was disturbed in her bed-room, 
on the third day after child-birth, and the rude 
sheriff's oncers, turned d<^wn the bed clothes with 
the new-bom infant on it, to take their inventory of 
the articles, even to the baby-liuen basket. After all 
this, after two thousand pounds worth of books had 
been removed, and fifty-five pounds taken in cash, 
forredeemedfurniture,nota sixpence was applied to 
the credit of my fifteen hundred pounds fines. I paid 
them by three extra years of imprisonment. On the 
first seizure of my stock-in-trade, I had a bu.suiess 
destroyed that had averaged a profit of fifty pounds 
per week for many months. On the second seiisure, 
a business had been renewed worth ten pounds per 
week. I was confined to one room in Dorchester 
0»ol ihrongh six years, from November 18th, 1819, 
^ that dsjr in 1826. Through two years aad aluiU 



npenair; towhieb|ft»rapwwdeoffinirfBaM,Iine 
'denied admission, at my own choice of time, aal 
-was made to be led out and retornsd as an animal 
from a cage, for exhibition, at the pleasure of others. 

Now, what was the issue of all this outrage <m 
my individual liberty and property ? That at the 
end of the six years' imprisonment, on my part, and 
the forty-four on the part of my asaistantB, tiis 
government of that day. Sir Robert Peel, then at the 
home department, conceded to me the whole prin- 
ciple of free discussion, for which I had straggled 
and suffered so many years ; and unopposed I was 
allowed to move the Courts of King's Bench a:i'l 
Exchequer, to have returned as much of my seivd 
property as had not been sold or wasted, and on my 
bringing an action against the only surviving sheriff, 
Parkins, for the unlawful detention of the property 
for six years, he fled to America, and there remained 
to his death, shutting me out of all redress or re- 
medy at law. 

From 1829 to 1830 that Sir Robert Peel remained 
in office, I openly and unmolestedly sold at 62, Fleet- 
street, London, every book and pamphlet, not only 
of those for which self and assistants had been pro- 
secuted, but all those in addition, which had been 
prosecuted in the case of any other individual ii 
former dmes. 

In 1625 firee discussion was completed, as far ai 
the goremment was disposed ; the people only were 
short of its principle and practice. 

I regrrt, that there should be a renewal of sodi 
cases in Oloucestershire, and I have come dowa 
earnestly disposed to mediate between the prose- 
cutors and prosecuted. 

The Court of King's Bench, by its Lord Chiaf 
Justices, has often enunciated, that the law of Eng- , 
land allows every subject to be discussed in props 
and temperate language. This has been specially 
said of Christianity, which embraces the mystery or 
attributes of the godhead. I recommend submissioa 
to this declaration of law : it is all that we have a 
moral right to demand. Let the magistrate concede 
to me the principle of free discussion, I will concede 
to him all propriety of manner and language in car- 
rying it out. 

So, while I do not undertake to defend the lan- 
guage that has been selected, I openly condemn 'Stk 
principle of the prosecution. Holyoake has not evea 
blasphemed any attribute of deity or principle of n^ 
ligion. Negation of attribute is not blasphemy; 
but blasphemy is on the side of the affirmation ef 
wrong attributes. Mr. Justice Erskine has said hk 
case is all but harmless. Sir James Qraham has it 
the House of Commons refffobated the treatment hi 
has received from the magistrates of Cheltenham* 

I have seen the depositions ; on the heading of 
which Holyoake is chafed with felony ! The diaifl 
as a head is written felony ! The old admiusba* 
tion of law taught us that tlie hands were neeettttf 
to the commital of felony ; but, in Cheltmiham, «i 
are now told by its worshipful magistrates <Siat9 
man may commit felony with his tongue 1 At 
tongue may be seditions, but cannot comihit (a** 
son ; no language tnakea felony. 

Holyoake was iseised as a UHan withoatfttn^ 
t«ut. TV^ ^«s illegal ;and fiklse bupimAwmt 
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iJquHCiun. Ju^aarfwpeT ufOmaOt 
mribtd ■ bnttol (Mwcr fur Bul^mlu • 
Ic OHi^UTiiil Imtairnt orilis hah hai 
ng> oDall l>tti.Ba»llnDnl>. ADd 

nn;. H« wlU sat on inrh «miinimt 



I hoped wu K well Hniihad in iOii ; 

' ' Bt ir it b« moKlitcriall; pniUlerl in 
wiU b« tpKdily filled wilbBuchpri- 
(hututel vt current htiloiy b( Uk 
la. 

elj or HislDgir of (hii mun in bifriin^ u 

.- jKtanutl for bluphemr. Ths 
l( 018 kind Its hare on reorrd ■» thnK 
t, FinUgDnu, F;tba||Drat, SDcniei, 
' ' ' tU. Btcd SomDiIhimci did nut 
on o[ hluphniD)'. Bnt dd the mn- 
ChcllvtiliCni md the goapnl 7 tithPM 
KHb •adctf lun 7 Ii Ihe bibi* mid in 
I hmv« bronght nng in m; pixkM, 

IH 1 will fdlow Uu nm^trfttvf to 
' bom it aod to impiDvn tliait ftdmui- 



II tbst Uolj- 
ilofmoderaJeff.urlCiDuiiiwi, A- 
1 phfiini liolencF, Ha tniidD ■ 
1 oordji nput their moDir^ labltiif 
got af the tlmplf I Holfoikeliu 
hljvftkn ii mild. Imiablfi, EDuonin^T 
in hu bhJ fiv Cruili coiiipVed with 
lofJeiiu. JsnudrolmdhLoo- 
I la.pamr, ud imiaedTU^Ir tbeiviMli 
!lD«0d«bUqphffui7 J " He h«th Apokca 



the; iipit in hi« fsH, and bnllbted 
Ml nilh tbe gaa[wl. Iran bnod-culb 



tflt4ol?dmy be»rtLbutitbrDDglLt 

to IbalaDgmhgdjfroucDledi It vbb 
igeutl waiiiilDDW ■pprore^but Tbat 

rriitwn tir th<^piinriple or Tree iii»- 
rlMMrgr^wslong 1 will concluda 

idud SiTmgii pbmulngiji Utoly ral«- 
nltepiK bit ws'inlilic diitemment ta 
tut Mtuntd; deuribiny: nevenl pri- 



M tliicti no ■ukmI lu [tmuJ! i 
on.goodi>iftn'^i.ll.tt.ll.»tui»nh™for*" THAt 
MAS Wis CUillLSJ SorTHWISLL. TUB 
BtiiiaPflltMRIini Rll-irARD CABULt. 
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It Hvaa. Ihal Mr. Carlilk hit) ihonghi fit 
to puliliih HuLTnAIE «i a aoqpil Cliriiiidn. 
Nu- Ihi* t Uliiik i« u litllu CM but. Mr. 
Carlile hu > perltot rigbi to Mil himitlf 
»hit he picnics, but fa« it not jiiMtllinl in 
dfceivin; the public by (IrliiiiK to naki it 
op|MDr that HoUoslic in vhnl be ia not. 
The thihK i( deiif ulth txcrHmt inlcii[jti», 
I dtmbt mil, bu[ I do moat heartily ilespJte, 
■ltd thiTEfore wit! not lend mfwlf to m 
vhAllos a clieac Y«a Iiddw rcry veil IhaC 
1 hue in my published work* done ample 
justice to Mr. Carlije's merili, bul be ■« 
^ruuly lieccivu'd il' be Imagilie thlt I or [he 
piirty with irhnin I act will tora Jenuils in 
order to acciimplish our eiidi. 1 noiider, 
fcota my lOUl, that he hu uot iminpeled nu 
Forlli 01 R iQuud Chriatina, and my defence 
a truly C^ruUan (Jerence. Should tie ilo H>, 
I bops such grntuitoua inip«rtjueace will 
not he allowed to pun uuchullFtigcd, tje 
tap tM>4fri«Qd irformed inv], Ibnl •• ereif 
«ltrd at KulyoBbe'i defeoce i>a> Chriatjan, 
and that he (Holyoake) is a bftter Cbrialian 
Lhui hit judge who sentroDBd bim lo six 
Msutba' iraprieoniaent.'" Faugh ' Oh for 
an oHDCe of civet, or aomclhing els« to 
gwoetrn my liiiaiiiiwtion. Afler this, i>f 
courae, / may expect to be raoked a. Chrii- 
tiiiii, my defence a moat Chrialiaa dvlenve, 

sm pnbllihed by Mr. Curlile be a Wner 
Christiflji fhfti Stf.C. ffertiorall. 
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the whinbig Dciat nUI aae, ttben evwy tiring elie 
fdila hiu, saying '^ AthfliaiD i^ tvt cvtd tolire^" 
ThiB wonldbo ".jwBll. i^frn*. BnOiowduH 
this atflf-BBAe tear nnd hope mjnie u|ioh its lic- 
lievo™ in iDdncing nioml cundncl? fafUliko 
the fulb^Hitie. •rhlch appeer iceei^ in the boad- 
sLeste, will boat aoawsr :— . 
Ths Bov. atrptun AldhoDM, tite l^clnnr ■! AU 
Hallow'H ChoriJi, Lombnid.strecl, has b«ii iimtea' 
eed to He*Hn jptrfl" tniuipDrtHdorj for b^tftmy^ 

ClfrVsnusU Court wBBOMnpied the grealar portEoa 
of MoodlT »n*'C'«»dMo>kitirtm»eMi«l(niV*!n. 
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■Id Mn. Mktndt Tippete, vers ptiMiKn, ud 
Frederick Pt-nii Tipi»tt, commn-cUl trawlW, ti 
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r. Boddintiton loo^ the 
Doer, whom he repreeer 
»n. She wu visited r 



M'd to la m tUfittf jowi^ 



then). Heard Mr. B. fell in love with Iha Isdr 
whilet iha Tu in Qiltnpnr- street Comptor, ^r nA-- 
Ung furitiiHid la-lgxTigi. The ptiwiner ud Mr. B. 



F.niex and .Uiddl?}.^ from ftrv) and 
quakes, and aa 1 have a mortgap: ii 
fordihire. I beg thee likewite to baie 
or Cumpo-ision on tiiat count]'. Am 
for the rrX i>{ the counCieB. than majn 
«i1h Ihem a« thou art pleaned. O lot 
able the bank to Biiawer all their bill 
make all my debton^oo'j men. Gitei 
peroui vofAKe and return to the M- 
■loop, whirh [ hdie iDsured. And 1o ( 
hai^t eaid " Thedayaof the xicked arei 
Hii'd I truac (hoii tIIc tiot furgrC tbj pn 
having purcl ' - 



. iSiKOte yonng man. 
!ep our funds Irom sinking, and, it it 
ill. let there be no sinking f.iud. Ke 
n Caleb out or evil Eompauy, ani 
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id a patch on hiifarahaad, be isabaat 
f unpleasiog up*M. A witneu wai. 
prodoeed, wlia eentd depojie to Hiae 
tin([ conduet of the Re*. ■- - ■ ■ 
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Committed ffir h 
pri>Diier KSH marked by the moM indecent lev: 
Ihrniiiihoilt. The rev. gent., dnrinj the nan 
nalioDf handed in a priced cireular of a pub] 
. dinner in M of the fundi at the HonpiUl Acdde 
Belief Soeiely, at which (he pritoner wb« vii 
pre^iidenl. Mr. Cooibe wid the pnblit oaiht 
be very cantione bow the/ sab^cribed to Aicb thiug 
^—CoAf/tnted front Ij^ndoit Paper, 

ANXi-PKBSECUriON UNION. 

8. B'l'ytMl-ttrref, S/rand 
It ii reqnealed that all rollectord who bold Su 
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HY ARE WE ATHEISTS F 

St. John I lM*lieve(l Rod im* lore. I tlid not 
>d, I had too much confidence iu hi« nood- 
. . .If there wa* a god of love— cant, h^poc- 
.nd reliszuMW villainy conld not thriv«* in the 
. . . ,iM V religion and wornhip ^9,* feeling.*' — 
rVMOUS WRITER, in No. 38. 

BSt the numerous disagreeable dutic* 
ng to literary labours may be clasi^ed 
! I am now about to perform, namely, 
) the objections of a man offeelinff. 
a great horror of dealing with such an 
aal. WhiNt honestly and earnently de- 
:iBj opinions, Imay woundhissensibili- 
mav consider warmth as Tiolunce, and 
le a jnke into an insult. Should I be 
irtunate as to j<ive him offence, he may 
lially hate atheism, because he cnn 
there U a want of feeling in some of 
TttMora as he now does goddism for a 
ison. And herein I shall be doubly 
—I shall be despised by the man of 
OD the one hand, and my friends will 
lin on the other— for of course I might 
sed other language, had I so chosen, 
t they could. However, like disagree- 
aysic which must be taken, so must I 
»t a reply, and screw my courage to the 
g place as best 1 may. 
re are a great ntany points in our 
Dous friend's letter, to which 1 KhouM 
revert, but whether I shall be al.le ro 
them all remains to be st-en. Helore 
gating th m it may not be amiss to 
e, that the remarks I am about to r^- 
rerein an^vwrt^che following assert.on 
t that " I would not give the snap of 
<er tor the man who professed atheism 
because he was disgusted with religi- 

iaoiefl. 

bi4 oar friend objects— that I am 11- 
, for that he is a man without a god in 
lenceof the villanies of the priests in 
e of C. Southwell, in which he 
coincidence of fcling with the late 
G. J. HOLYOAKE— that his god was 
It that the cold-blooded barbarity with 
kmtbweU was treated caused him to 
O lucb an idea— that persons mny 
. 1,0 Atheists in consequence of the 
«of ihmpneta-ibskt itiB €( no eoa- 



sequence to me whether men relapse into 
guddism or not, or in other words, whether 
our children believe in a god, although we 
do not. 

I purpose dealing with the above in the 
order in which they occur. To the first I 
would say, I think our friend misunderstands 
my position, and the intention of the assertion 
of which he complains. I did not say there 
were no such Atheists as our friend describes 
himself to be, in fact the inference to be drawn 
from my reply to Mr. Mackintosh, in No. 36, 
is that I believed such Atheists might be, 
but that I had no faith in the stability or 
utility of their opinions. I look upon them 
as I would upon railway carriages, as very 
well to run upon smooth, straight, and level 
tracks, but not to be trusted upon rough , 
erooked, and uneven roads. It cannot be iU 
logical to doubt the value of a man's opinions, 
when it has been said that a man may logically 
doubt or question even the existence of mat- 
ter, without which we could have no opinions. 
Had I questioned the truth of a man's state- 
ment who declared that he wa« an Atheist in 
consequence of his disgust with religion, it 
might have been illogical, and I might like- 
wise have found some diiliculty iu showing a 
reason for such suspicion. 

Logic is defined by Watts to be ** the right 
use of reason," and as we pro'^eed it will be 
seen that our friend has him.self only recent'v 
made it<< acquaintance, and that like a child 
with a new whip he is try in* its lash upon 
the first object which presents itSelf. My 
harmless badinage will, I hope, be excused, 
there is ne malice in it. 

The aim of our anonymous friend is thus 

stated by himself — 

The position I wiuh to estnWlBh ia thi*« : that pwr- 
8oni may logically be Atheists in con:^'qui?:ic** of 
the villaniea of the pno.-tt4. as well as fruin other 
eausei, let yon estimate theui ».< you may. 

And in support of this posiriop he gives his 
ovm case and that of Mr. llolyoake as illus- 
trations. He says, 

Permit me to tell you th.at I am a man witbont a 
god, and at the risk of being estimated by you at a 
very low price, I add —without a god in cunrtequenca 
of the '^TillanieDof the pri^^ts,'' a^ echibiu'd in tUs 
arrest of Charley 8ofi,ihv»fcV\. ka^— 

In Che aasAiei yuK is%\tti •( ^(liift V.e^«t\. <A "teft 



cially »* mj friend Holyoate haS more (baa 
once ataied to ms iu w«ll u to tbe public the 
•■me i^roumetaTice In connectioD with bioi- l 
ie1f( 4nd for his love bf tru^ I enteflsio the 
hightit tegkrd. Bui I do di^jlufe in both 
coaee a claim uptttl isy MlnGdsnce, supposing | 
the coDieriloiia to hare literstly occurred it 
tlesciibed. I would rttber stand alone tban 
bt! RuTonnded bj' ata antoj of folloiverii ig 
wUdta I bad no cdnfidenca^ and this !dea I 
inle&aw to convey by mj »«sertion in Nb SS, 
flcMid tif any dispangemetit or QiKreapect to 
»ny oOo: 

Let bi tnwltigale Iht Snbjecl more fully; 
lei n) look at the common -seniebf the matter; 
and gee ttbelh'er I am justified ill nlthhold- 
ingiii^tbnfid»Bcefroma9jiatan«oraavocateH 
of BDcH aiitamB, t being one of a party labonr- 
ing to establish certain opiniong, to tihitb opi- 
nions the fornier profess to be cobverta. As I 

that Kfalch I wink at In afrieDd, I Ctib da 
no leM Ibait associate Mr. floljroaJtc wilta oUr 
anonymouB frttod. This 1 shall do optnly 
and DDdiRgulsMlyj for my remarks npon tbe 
Article in No. 38 Kill equally apply to Mr. 
H. vtbetber or not I name him. Hii hiibg 
In priscia is of no Consequettce, lie D'ed the 
language vhen at liberty, and can defend the 
idea it conreys when again at liberty. If I 
can show him ftat he is wrong to place the 
Standard of aiheism npon inch ah unstable 
tmd, in my opinion^ illogical baiiis, h^ will not 
blame me for doing it while he was fetterad, 
bot will chi e'fnlly declare (hat ait error can- 
not be too Kp'-idi'y removed, and that the 



rrirud, who doubtless must hate n 
btard of simitar enormiciei to lh 
»bdat to cite, iong before bis' (Kin^ 
)he third number of Mr. Holyoa 
Gnd the following touching seen 



Km, •nddenly re< 
mm mylittleiu 



'Lunatj^lr affnrJod; aud i1 viu t 
IS nrWtherlhedlmandorihocleTII 
:id; or nhelher It «bciu1d be etp< 

^I'/y decided; and we >U BLgrwd 1 



IremMitid i< Ihe apprebf n.lob^e glftl 
>1I [he DiohFj vit £id, and which #■ 

ofniy dyiDgdiriterf for at this time he 
apprcmchutg. My mother, with ■ h^ 
hoDie to CD to the public offliv- Tt 
were cold and checrlne lilulheaata 



kept Iniu) five to n 
■hillifiet and tenp 



THS ORAOLfi OF REASON.' 



I^krted id a ohnroh miisionny maf^asine : — 
^ A poor field negro bad a heart overflowing 
'With a love of god aud man. She might have 
ken exempted, by plr^adisg poverty, from 

Eying her cootributiona to her society ; but 
B thoaght it an honour to be allowed to 
bontHbote her mite to the support of religion. 
Oa one of the oceaaions when 8he had to pay 
her contribation, she had but two * dogs ' 
(of tke value of three halfpence), in the world^ 
bnd her children must be fed. She could 
lot bear to withhold her trifle, uor could she 
eave her bhildren unfed. Recollecting that 
(be had a little com, she set one of her boys 
D grind it, and sent the other to pick a weed 
rUch the negroes boil for food. H aving pre** 
nijed their suppers for them, she left with a 
igbt heart, and proceeded to the estate where 
he was to meet her friends. When she put 
own her two * dogs,' the raised her eyes to 
«avea, with these emphatic words, * Take 
t^my massa! itis to you I give it! ' " Here 
Ut havis a poor ignorant woman robbing her 
piidren to a^iist gor-a-mity — what Christian 
Ml cboderan her P 

\. dor anonymous friend says he was a Chris- 
ii abd of course a believer in the Jew-book, 
ih valnable record of god's lave Mr. H. 
res having spent his money to distribute. 
indiViduiaLi were believers in the Jeho- 
of the Jews, who was so ^* full of mercy 
loring kindness" to those who did not 
lip him. They believed in the god who 
a king's heart, and then made it 
:onse for an ostentatious and unnecessary 
of his power and bloody*minded now- 
1, by murdering some thousands of the 
innocent subjects — believed in the god 
compelled Pharaoh to a certain line of 
net, for which he afterwards murdered 
likewise —believed in the god who de- 
iied a comparatively virtuous people to ag- 
lise an ignorant and beasrly parcel of 
Ds. They believed that David was a 
after god*s own heart, and that he put 
[roemies under barrows and axes of iron, 
made them pass through brick kilns. 
^ of the Jew-book was their god and 
therein recorded his acts, and they 
it him SLQod of love, and looked upon 
jties I have mentioned as evidences 

it would ftn anbiassed mind think of 
who could read the Jew-book and 
in a god of love— read Fox, and the 
'-statements of the Catholics, and be- 
on — hear of Peterloo, Bartholomew, 
mac, the Tonga islands^ and other 
,y and n^rer waver — and at last be- 
AtfaeifltM Sinxigh the imprisonment for 
inOD.hs of an Atheist, a denyer and 
.If of the god they loved? Would it 
irarrant tiie mispicion (hat they had never 
iMaed upon HieirbeUet, and that their con- 
Mi WM^ tibtjnMoJt of feUow'fKHog both 



for the victim and for his principles, though 
perhaps unknown to themselves ? 

Why Carlile was imprisoned for nine yean 
for blasphemy, his wife and sister for four 
years, and his twenty shopmen divided about 
forty years between them. Had our friends 
never heard of Hetherington's recent in>pris- 
onment for merely selling a book wlfich he 
had never read ? They could never h ave felt 
pain before S.'s an-est — never could have ex« 
perienced any acts of oppre^ion, nor saw anj 
before then—- they lived, and moved, and had 
their being in love-^were pure unadulterated 
love.spirits— they saw nothing to hate, nor 
knew the word — everj'thing they came in con- 
I tact with was pleasant to the sight, grateful 
i to the smell, delicious to the taj^te, aud bene- 
I ficial to the system — they rose in the morning 
invigorated and refreshed, and every moment 
until they lay down again, was fraught with 
pleasure, with love for every one and every 
thing : but this latter could scarcely be, for 
lassitude is pain if vigour is pleasure. Happy 
men ! Hew I should envy their feelings, could 
I believe such had been the case. 

Our anonymous friend says, *' I had read 
* Fox's Book of Martyrs,' and cursed Catho- 
licism from my cradle," and upon Southwell's 
arrest he cursed Christianity. The spirit of 
protestantism is written in blood as well as 
Catholicism, and other superstitions have had 
their victims besides the Christian. But whv 
curse either the otie or the other ? Was not god 
the cause ? Again he says, **Does not your 
paper proclaim religion to be the world's curse, 
who can believe there is a father of mercies 
permitting this ? ** Oh, accursed 27th Nov., 
18.41 ! on that inauspicious day Pandora's 
box was first opened before the astonished 
gaze of our anonymous friend — he lost fiis 
happiness and / my friend ! The howl of 
religion had never rung in his ears antil then. 
I said I would take a common-seoi^e view 
of the matter, I think I have done so. Where, 
I now ask, is the evidence that either party 
had reasoned upon the probability or consig' 
tency of their belief? Why our anonymous 
friend was not even deserving of the title to 
which he so eamcKtly lays claim, that of a 
man of feeling^ or he must have been daily 
and hourly shocked at the sight of the roiserj 
and wretchedness whicb abonndn in society. 
Had he no sympathy with aught but Atheists, 
or did he really think the lord loved those the 
most whom he chastened the most P 

J again repeat, that I do not question the 
correctness of our anonymous friend's present 
Convictions, although there is no evidence to 
\i^ drawn from his coinniunicatfon that such 
is the fact He might be equally capable 
with Mr. Holyoake to defend and define his 
new doctrine. I sincerely hope he tnay bu, 
it will be a set off against Southweli'i^ sutftr- 
ings, if two souls are,tbTO>i^Vi \.Vitxs\,*^ vw^vOvwi.^ 
like brafidi bom the X^unaut^^* \u \Xi.% >i!^'\« 
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^MiiarXs, t hate treated the subject upon the 
principle or rule laid down by the writer of 
the anonymous article, viz., that there can- 
not be a ^od uf love, because man is not per- 
fectly happy, and because some men oppress 
others. As respects the latter, I consider it 
equally inconsistent with divine love for some 
thousands of men, women, and children to 
be swallowed up by an earthquake, as for a 
tithe of that number to be burnt at the stake, 
or torn piecemeal by their brethren^ Both 
are equally anomalous to me as actions of a 
god such as the Christians would assume 
theirs to be. But herein is an error, as I 
conceive, 1 myself consider there are no ar- 
guments to be drawn from uature against the 
existence of a god of love, if there be auy god 
at all. 1 will return to the subject next week. 

W.C, 



IS THERE NO GOD ? 

In No. 38 of the Oracle of Reason, page 316, 
there is an article upon the question is there 
or is there not a god ? In that article I have 
|)laced the question upon what I conceive to 
he moral grounds. With me god is a prin- 
ciple, not a thinff, or still plainer, god is a 
moral principle, not s. physical th\n^ — likev/r- 
tttCy which is not a thing but a principle. I 
have always upheld the moral principle cal- 
led god, but I hate never upheld the physi- 
cal thing which is called god by brutal vulgar 
minds, who are unable to understand or ap- 
preciate an abstract principle. 

The idea of god is altogether a moral and 
iiot a physical idea. If the idea or belief in 
god produces evil and not good amongst 
men, then the Atheist is a good man who 
fceeks to destroy an idea which produces evil 
If the idea or belief in god produces good 
and not evil, then the Theist is a good man 
for the !»aine reasons. According to my 
hotion of the matter, the go«d or evil influ- 
ence of the belief depends entirely upon the 
character or attributes of the god believed in. 
If the moral attributes be good, they will 
necessarily influence the believer towards 
good; if evil, towards evil. If it be con 
tended that a belief in god dot's not influence 
man either for good or evil, then both tneism 
and atheism are the veriest hoaxes that ever 
tvere played off on an unreflecting world. 

I have said, with me god is a principle, 
pot a thing. Here is the principle upon 
which I rest. 

Whatever u-e lore and admire, we natu- 
rally reverence and adore, or worship ; what- 
ever we reverence, adore, or worship, we na- 
tnrally follow and imitate; therefore the 
character of a man will always be assimilated 
to the character of the '* principle, power, or 
being " wi)ieb he loves, admires, and adores : 
whatever the ebaracter of that ** prioaiple, 

33St 



power, or being** may be,whetbergood ore^ 
The Thugs of India are a very cmel pe9> 
pie, who, like some Christians, murder tbdr 
fellow- creatures upou religious priiiciples,aiNi 
therefore I infer that they worship a aiirf , 
god. There are other tribes in India vkt^ 
shrink at taking the life of the meanest em* 
ture; and on the same principle I infer tbil 
these latter worship a benii^n and mercifol' 
deity. T. S. Mackintosh. 

A SHOT AT A SHUTTEE! 

Or, The Jew- bookers again, 

" That boy will be the death of me,'* agoar , 
ancient friend the Examiner used to Mj, 
when he was the friend of advancing 
pies. *' That old lady will be the death i 
me," say I. How I have laughed at hff] 
rag of Tuesday last ! See what she 
through the mouth of a correspondent :-~ - 

To the Editor of the Morning Httrald. 

Sir. — I have been lontt shocked at the exiHenetl 
a shop oi> the north si(te of Holywell -street, 
hai4 been opened apparently with no other view I 
that of vending pubUcationis of the rao^t blai, 
mons nature ; bat I wa-4 wholly unprepared for i 
exhibition it made yettterday. In tne middle oft 
day, about two o'clock, it wsa most un( 
open, withont even the decency of a single Dht 
and in the centre of the window wart a placwd, i 
which wa8 written in large character!*, »*Tl>eBr 
tence of CHRIST, aiias the Baby God diitproved." 
occasionally see bills signad by the churchmi' 
of the variouH parisihes ^tuck about, declariog 
day trading to be illegal, and obiterve that 
are fined at the police offices for selling vet 
and necesi^ries to the lower orders on the S«U 
I notice, ali^o, that the Society for the Sappre<i>i 
Vice lately caased the seizure of a large qosnt 
type in this identical street. I would wiw to 1 
how it id that this horrible scene is allowed to 
in any neighbourhood, but ee*pecially in onewfai 
so populous with youiig persons. — Your ot 
Hervant, J. 

* ' "W ell, '* as Sami vel would say, " she 1 
all for the amusinginst old baggage as 
spread barnacles over nose ! " Verily it at 
of Genesis too ! Only think of the 
shutter! of the/we<y-shutter! ! of the 
shutter ! ! ! of the Snnday-shatter ! I ! ! ot 
church.and A/n7-shu»ter ! ! ! ! ! In this sbn 
ter idea do we see the history and mysteiyi 
the various sorts and shades of hunibuu. N^ 
puleon said we were '^ a nation of shopi 
er»,'' he would have been nearer the 
had he said a nation of humbugs. Not< 
do we humbug-others, but we are humbi 
ourselves in turn. The shatter idea is 
to the graved leading one, called tra^ 
trickery. The shutter is the represent 
of gentility and respteetability, and with 
added to impudence, cringing, and hy] 
a trade can be driven at all times. 

Who \« ould have thought granny carrii 
snuff about a bit of a fig-leaf on one's frool 
piece ? Ah, she is a genuine Yahro! 
there are who would say that she and " J.I 
bod eoooed over the hddle-me-rte ml 



THE OliACLS OF REASON. 



If JfiboTah'tf flerio-^mio album ontil their 

• coddle beads could npe nothing but the ruhhidh 
^ eootaioed in that blessed hook. Rut Hucb ifl 
■ fiot the caxe, for she has laid it down us pl:iii] 
; it the bunele on her nose, that th*. re is no 
' iarm in breakinc: in a little on Jehovah's day, 

provided due regard be hftd t) dfctncv. So 
ffty 1, and bow destitute must an individual 
be of the moral feeliugs who would sacrifice 
hitf respectability for the 8:>ke of a single 
vbotter. I shudder at the idea. The scrip- 
ture say fl, ** Put not your light under a bushel. ' ' 
** Yea, verily, and so be it, but may we not 
put it behind a shutter ? " inquires our ve- 
■vrable parent. Bacon said athfcism leaves 
K man to reason, but the Herald A^ys religion 
leaves a man a *' decent single shntttT ! '* 
]Now, ye ** shabby -gen teelers/* there is a 
■nbierfage for you, there is an example for 
ttie hypocritical, dishonest, and cowardly 
iHetist. Just drop your canting maws behind 
your shutters, and y(»ur names will be regis- 
tSfred in the lamb's book, as plainly as a 
tiiree and sixpenny advertisement in grand- 
aiama's rae. 

2. The symbol of the respectable man used 
'iio be a hofse and gig. ** Is he a respectable 
t^pau?*' said lawyer Sharpshins. *' Yes/ said 
^yihe iritness, ** be keeps a hor<f and ifig." 
i^jlenceforward it will be '* Is he a nspecta'nle 
nan?" *• No. he does not put liis shutters up 
^pa Sunday." Tnere might be asli<lim; scale 
LJlfrespectability «»r piety — respectubiliry ami 
niaty being c'»nvertil)le terms. Me that liHth 
?'bo decency at all, does* not put up a .Holitiiry 
Filnitter on the l-o-r d-'s day. He that hath 
MKe pretension trt decency would put up one 
•fcrtwo. He that is a very decent and regular 
'ckarch and chapel goiutrsueak would darktu 
•II his daylight-* after the manner of his fa- 
vourite god-a*-mighty, who loved to be cal- 
led about in his sedan chair, with the shut- 
'^vp, by David aud his briRands None 
Vit a very indecent god would allow an in- 
(lecent people like the Jews to carry him 
About like a dwarf in a wooden ca««t1e. 

The origin of this single rfc/?cw^V -shutter 
|i more ancient than would readily be 
'Qlagiiied, and I trace it so far back as the 
'Wll of man, the first decencjf shutter having 
>een rai.sed by great grand -mama Kve, aud 
llis circumstance explains the veneration of 

* our grand- mama,'' of the fJerald, for the 
leceocy-shutter. It is related in the .lew- 
kook. that when Adam's woman saw her 
lakedness, she made her a single decency- 
thntter of Ag- leaves, and prevailed uuou 
idam to mount another. I he tallowing 
Nfaatiful lines describe Eve making Adam 
icquaiDted with her discovery : — 

Ittty, mydtar, 
J*ve ntwt yott'R be surnris'd to hear : 
Ajumt you've Itettn otU i ' ve hud a b^au^ 
l?/«*l tik§ a snake^ quite comuie il faut \ 
Bui mt0mt9»rt HUUifok* tofrigktfid. 



Viis^ tJto' a tnake^ ^ta* quite deltyhtfiti; 
From head to taii riyffiout so mtty^ 
And tfttin an cuuipUn sunt ami chut'if. 
hut as to that 'tis n'> gn-ut rn</lffr, 
J sho'ddn't price himf-tr his potter ; 
Thu thing is^ htf h-m t/iiide me trixe^ 
Ami upeiifd h'tlh nn/ ymnnCd-iip eyes. 
U'hut we've been tdd is nil a rheut ; 
These nubs are very yt-at to i'ut : 
Kinm ffiti'tg one^ Ijtluin/y .\ee 
That y'.ti'rf a htizzurds uwl that ve 
Are in sturk " naked majesty^'* 
Jrilhant a rug ujxm our crupjter^ 
Anti that you mtist sfty is improper.* 

Since that time the number of the decency- 
shutters have increased amazintly, not uu- 
I'rtquently occupying the ladies of our time 
hult a day to put them up. And the inde- 
cency of the parties who erected the naked 
statue cf Achilles, at Hyde Park-corner, was 
very properly rebuked by the femalis, who 
never looked at it excepting through their 
finders, nntil a decency -shutter, similar to 
the one worn by Adam, had been put before it. 
We had almost forgotten l\\v baby-qod ! 
j Hear it ye canting old ladies — th*^ herald 
I denies the existence of Christ, for rf she, or 
j her correspondent, is shocked al Christ being 
' called a baby, which he was, if he ever 
' exintetl, it must be becanse ttiey disbelieve 
, it altogether — so do I, aud I welcome them 
i as co-partners in the spread of infidelity. 
I I am heartilv st>rrv that the f/eraUl has such 
a confoiiucle«lly limited circulation, for ut)W, 
; that it is shocked at any person admittuig 
, the existence oi Christ, no doubt we may 
. expect a lar^e incre;ise of Athe!^ts. In the 
' meantime we leave her, with the proMii.se that 
, ere lon<^ we will support her milIi some re- 
marks ou the uon-existeuce of the baby -god. 

T. P. 

[The blasphemy people in Holywell-street, 
n(> dullards it seems in taking a hint, have 
adopted the soulsavinif expedient of putting 
up a sinff/e shutter in the uriddle of the win- 
dow, with the IJeraId*8 letter posted thereon, 
and a lar^^e notice purportin^r, that the shutter 

is"TnK IIkKALD'S DECBSCY-SnOTTKR."} 

AiiL'si-: AND uiuicri.K. 

VTiiFX sn])CTj»tItu)n has bivn haril pre^jsod by com- 
iii->u-:f> 'U>«,>, und iia^bt'iMi in duu^ier ot'lu.-Hug its em- 
pire over reiieou, it Ua* evor turned ruuiid, and de- 
prrcsitin^ly exclaiined ufiaiDst the bigotry, tyranny, 
and perM>(-iiti«in ot' itd opponents, it hais been wit- 
. tily reii ark<d by souie one, that the eneuue« to tole- 
ration called that persocntion which forbid their 
Ear 'tenting those ofa ditierent cr(»ed to themselves, 
lord D^rio^ian, upon the trial of Air. lietherington, 
dt:c1ared that fair argtimeut was allowed on coiitro- 
vernial topicr<, but not uba>io and ridicule. The fact 
is that they are well aware of the elFicncy of abuse 
and ridicule ; they uae it in their pulpits when t her 
hold up to scorn and abhorrence .the Atheist — itself 
a word eonveving the worst iuipn-ssion to a vulgar 
audience. They are awtrc that abuse and ridicule 
is n«ed with the jrrcatest effect upon political and 
all oth»?r subjects, and tberet'ure they are determined 
to limit the i'reedoni of the press wheu it affects their 
religious iut restrt. They are aware that abuse aud 

• ** Paradise Lo»t| at the Gnat Dragon Cast Oat." 



fidiaila ftinsJea tLa nliglsii, Oaf tl !iu Intruded Juua. u he ini dfS^tut is ba wU tnl tti 
* —--Bd lip, mud thtfjr irinpliijr iiU tludr tflTorti tu nvuMWry Ui Ihd handtiiig ' '* '' 

'<.:,U,ii ^r lli"ir Hi.,,rr~^(ini,. J,>,ui CKrinC itnd did nol viit ths <Un 

'"""""""' " '■"""■ '"^ ahnaf.TiilliJf Iho imo 

PtwriHPI. ud CDBtrulin 



iplM.^ire mil Lmh 



inapimclgniiidistMlD 
eirC* of Che b^lf tpii~ 
kiad ofuLirrill^ a-ad 
- Lb( OB torq ta thri nek TOFftbaluy ivhich lETttcea 
Oic panel iir Uie Ibui i(Mpiil» mi nlhn the palrli 
jrliicti Ml ham tha mon£ nf J»u>^>uA fbich, in 
■ tbolr ■pplieatiun by ■ ■ " ■ ' 

"-■" 

rUiei.liket 

_._ n •liliiari. 

Waliaehiitopiw. Tbn i 

»»ft«. AntirtliixilniniDl 

lumwU (aruiidan Uui Ian 

JHrtadtbdoaiua tlitfy had ir 



L Duire hnnuuir BHnlls 






IhlmiueinpyfBlloB 

the Klrtietd i>r lajodon, 
d^H IfasglUl of Ili( 
vmk Hiadlui*]^ jB«iie. Bypt/eritvn; iajaoreAaartt- 
tiva Bp«^li, Kkited iffhttLkHt^ cHUdftn ff Am, wn 
ftlDDna iitbi-T ntirapK; MbA &B qjitbati h^ IhrnHTt 

leojd JTO.<, A«in>f Mull, •JBI cI^kJ. Wwit.roMn- 
0IH', raiuniny, it- an prououiuvB them Atmnett, 
IbA f^anjuTiM u/'Aff^amH tb«En,daA(oodi'pa4tfiirnt 
]Wr nw( ill ft.iJv»,. BoiBHiuee he beguu aw/ 

|«.j ."dblilfo'/'w.wnwo on toe'^Mi™2'i2^ 

pnwdorcnniH. Drr»diiilD[ the Jew -bootl iL h** 
#CBJ«J7 bean ruttif ed Tith nolGraeiit atlcEitjoD that 
$006 dF Ibiwa HbolliUaue of abode hAve uken pAaea 
and lowlj JajDfl wai Iha invited 



nadiu^ Qui bible £ei 
4t» wuiJ,! ana '-— ■ 






IknBwlBdgsi 



|ta wutlf and farUi 4Qd pru^bW ibe abuve haa 
l«eapvd iibBOT'atiaii ^ ynt ^u ivntila f^ndaDod Chiie- 



invittfd. and accppled Iht iovithtiiui e! 



ifteligi 
he Bisbup d( 



bi]nxeir and prof 
^unilutu and d> 



....Und'JwiicSriiT. 
h.'f in IhaonierM- 

■ ;- ■ -•■■■■..■^Wlo•J™&riX'^ 

II r. ii.,. I .1 ,,L 111^ ho4C, ^alaw- 

itnper^tiun oT ttia divbie gneat, drew upun 
' "^^ -pmr^aioii tha whola weight of theia 
I drfninatniTllbali. Kquallj ourloiu 
a to all good Chrutianili cheiTajtlia 
meek «nd lewly Ja^Od ronnd a pe^ to bang tbnw 
upon, A thing nnduse m tba aaiue thing duiw >raii 
>nn to be (uund l»nlt mlh, and to sdiird a theme 
tar tDve<!lire. Thil first partr, in Luke chap. Tiii., 
|h» bast did not gire him to iTWib and kiai Lie laei 



ibem flUa aevar&l patgoai and mnre than a di»pter 
of chiB gaapsl. Htdieule wat not much tuea bf 



»1«nouC at Ua temple, vbru, -. 
tha word, be punuheil thuar- I 
Ihtherope'lende, BDdinthe i-n. 



act.a'^LTii.'' 






me*'i^.i?"hi!i' fu1^''e<''l!JKlSP^'^-5l 
abiiee, where the ^aiu H^ry 1^ 

TufIt he behovad thaa oirt law and I 
OUT jndgBi, who would loDDupirliHi 

Hoiaa in the absre ibiinln, "Pn 
prnthug bgfiDs the king, bad ttaai 



'fni OKACLI OV KSA90X. 



lim thikt ' mvij IrinfF prophet* 1»A i>nivp4l hiia l 
■t hn. Ha Di1pHL<4iih, warned hirDlhrntlLipdiiKH 
rmldUrk hii blrHdurbFyhiidilunr Almliii.' TUt 
EiDK lonh no Dotinr or thir iitiaU, bat ■lliiw^^d lh« 
veAcbfT to dr^art in pan>^ Ni-it ^nd«r lii: cm- 

Ktd Dr. Corrpn to prmch b^nn- him, wii^i jmli- _ 
Ibv kio^'a priH^oJiiiirif. aail gotrm l^>f Ut Ibi* t^t- ' 
ialUt»Dor»r'0rtfV.»4AfyH£'rtr4Jl(Al^HUll tfHilaF.'^ 
Empt ardniniE hlni imd anutbiT wba llitnmytiHl 
\ie proBf hrr Lu the mjpl rh«T>i4 tu b* ri-liakpil bf 
lummcil, Hpmy shitweJ iHi iithirntmrk i>f nsiFHt 

loiifile thi- people ui (biii ^nt Innovitlnu {cbH iiup. 

hole whom tha cvurt hiul dHmniBi^ (o mill''* 

Sen « bi'K Chrht cnpied. whn detunieil Iba |ibii- 
faffri, it hnc gtnug onjtf , auj hi:ld up th:nr prae- 
Inatoridiente. ' W.^. 



SUPPORI" THK VICTIMS OP 

BLASPHEMY. 
THE B^AKTYRS TO TRUTH. 

1; Clitle Grean, Krinlol, 
Sept. 13th,- 18-14. 
m. — I wonld not wntr. on thi* inib'r"<!t. ^'"I 
I lint feel amtisly what I *m obont in »j : — 

tufuiUHjficienllijiuj^rleil. I Itmrirt, with 
|wn,in CnKlcenbam, that in tbe third wriiii 

ktbr K>"I> and tb'cir •ires and children our. 
*en punDfleu', In ci)iiiini; to Brittal, 
llad (he support of ^outhsi;]! rentinit on 
tN bninane individual, tnuliii[ to hie Lon- 
Ik Friendi for reMiitiErfttion, 

t ha<« no money whe«wilh io help, for I 
U too iieitT like them in that condition ; hut 
i hkjc u pen, a.nd with it I muki; my appeal 
Simj' old Olid near frieade thronnhiiut Eii- 
fltad and Hcorland. to tend their subscrip- 
Jjaiii bj poit'Ofilce order. addrcMed to mv ki 
CMlle Green, Bristol, until rnrfher uutice. 

1 pnrpoK to give two-third* to Holyoak*. 
•ho ha> a vir« and tiro children, and one 
Wrd to ^mhwell, -ho ha* no dependent* 
'f that kind. All partiuolan to be printed 
n the Orade. 
I[ an; eifrilvalent cooni in, I wish to re- 
Faithful to the cauid of free diicnnion, I 
■la yoMc bambU servant, 

KrcH*BD' Cablile. 



THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 



A'forthTriw)', 
AndnsAiTonyEutdoriir 

Thaf 've doDD aforf thee." 
Tmi, Bnniifhad, in hi) day, a correct idea 
If the ditpoiitiou of the Chriatian'a deity. 
ffhat would ba faaTE «aid had he llred DO«, 
isd ttta Ml* ofibt but of kii ipiciii drag' 



ine thn noble advocatei uf mnn'a equality 
beneath it* goiy wtindt. Agnin are the 
raii'ic priest! waiins the ml banni-i- of 
Chri>,i, »h!rh haxflllrd the woiM with widnwa 
and urphnnii, and drlu^ed the earth with 
blu'ud ! ^ Ye*, backed witK their hireling 
preiH, they are colli iijt on their tuilhlul slavei 
to n'lahvath their xwnrdi Hnd plunge them iu 
the heartt of the luflJela, ai wat done a( utd 
in the CrnMclea. 

Some uf the orthodox Journal* unbluih- 

ipirit djiplaycd by the publie aullioeitieii in 
incurceraliug inen, lioinen, and clijldren, 
who dare to gay or m:I1 anytbiiij; di>re*pFct- 
Inl or irreverent of hi* iiodiihip 1 . Aye, ui of 
hi* inimitable prodnution called bible. 

I* the bible an odiou* ptodu6tiou? Thii' 

inpwhat mural influence it has ricrciaed, and 
now eierciresupon ilsexpnandera and readenu 
It in Kcnerally admitted that works or di>- 
coiiniei upon fictt >ir probibititiea are moral 
in their tendency, and hiiihly profl table to 



the old bible is there a moral law or senli- 
ineiit whioh the natare of man and hi* reci- 
procal relation* with hi* fellow* would not 
jictiite, without *pecial revelstion froni deity.' 
Itf nnphiloaophical de*cripti»n of the earth'* 
creation,' it* accouutn of the choacn people 
fuddling, whoring, rubbing, ebealiui;, lying,' 



r by an ifAnorbil moi/iter 






dehd a 



either, 



for whatever t* nunhipped, i* endeavoured 
Io be imitated, i aaj endeavoiired, for the 
human being hsn not, iannot exi*t, posjei- 
wd of the power and atrocious ferocity of 
the deily described in the Jew-booli. 

C6^e we now 10 glanfte at the Chrlitiaa 

it* admirer* haie not failed (opnif ofTto Ib^' 
best advantii|;e. Here too, iheir ^od who 

waihed himielf, but cutnei in hi* blood- 
itained garment* to b« elulhed with Mher 
specitnetu of ciuelQr and ii|jn*tice, in tha 
death and utHeriog of hii own ion 1 What 
a noral lesiDn ii hece iuculcatad— «. <liuKi 
and (tfticr AuinK, vt tfnej ^u« <Ku>n \^ 



THE •RiiCLti OF REASON. 



lieaven. with the greatest nonchalance looking 
out of heaven's windows at his son nailed on 
the cross, " like a dead rat on a barn door." 
as a wag the other day observed. We have 
** three pods in one," all almii^hties, all iufl- 
rites, which puts to Hipht every rule of arith- 
metic, and laughs at proportional mathema- 
tics! Is there many true believers in this 
think you? If there is, they must have a 
8tran);e notion of the word infinite. It is 
impossible for two infinites to exist, much 
less three; therefore Messrs. Holy Ghost and 
Son must go naked, if no other clothing can 
be obtained for them. In truth, it is good 
for the human race that their every day 
experience proves their practical disbelief of 
this doErma of christianiiy. It has, however, 
been destructive of man's moral nature, nor 
could we believe that superstilion could so 
degrade the hum'.m mind, did not the fact 
stare us in the face. 

Where we to believe what Christians say, 
there could have been no mor.ility before 
their sect spninjr into existence ; that all was 
dark, dismal, and cloomy before Christ's ap- 
pearance. But are not the precepts of 
Socrates.Confu. iu^, and theGymnosophistsof 
India equal, aye. and superior to those of the 
messiah ? And amonj?«<t them, too, we find 
numberless cases of humanity, justice, tem- 
peranct*, meekness, .and patience, proving 
that" virtue flourished antecedent to Christ. 



blood of an innocent son, or wbo ean 
demn to all eternity nine-tenths of the hn 
race. Fear is totally opposite to love. 

But " loving our neij^h hours," yes, tli 
very good, but impracticable to a Chris 
for we are commanded to love a jei 
god, who like a j<*alous woman, wan 
all to himself; besides, it would be degra 
to offer a heart to deity shared by ano 
How can a Christian love an Infidel 
uorsbips not bis god? And who. like' 
turns both him and his god into ridicule 
impossible. Beings who are by their reli 
taught to hate themselves, can never 
any one else. We do not find the Ra 
or the Methodists who say they love 
" very much,'* care a great deal about 
neighbours, on the contrary, they are pn 
bial lor being screws, beings who will 
their pound of flesh. ' I'is true they 
zealous, but it is the zealousness of t 
intolerance, which makes them starve t! 
selves and their dependants at home, to 
out muskets and missionaries abroad. 

In a word Mr. E., the Christij^i reli 
seems invented to destroy nature, anfi 
reastm of man, it converts virtue into p» 
vice, it has interposed between the uni< 
the sexes; it has invented artificial ba 
to their happiness, it has converted the 
riage ceremony into a pantomimic I 
commencing witli debauchery, and ei 
with death. Those nations who pi 



Christ sai«l that *'men should love one ano- 
ther;" Pyrhagora'*, long before the time of j Christianity are more immoral than 
Christ had said, ** let men revenge themselves < heathen nations yet discovered, and ' 
npon their enemies by converting them into > it is said that religion most flourishes, 
friends.'* And Socrates said *' that it was j you find the people more ignorant of 
not lawful for a man, who had received on 



injury, to revenge by doing another.'* To 
love one's enemies is impossible, we may re- 
frain from doing them an injury, but we can 
only love that which excites in us pleasur- 
able feelings, and this an enemy is not likely 
to do, therefore we find it to our interest to 
**make friends of them." 

Faith, it is said, is the pedestal on which 



ANTI-PERSECUTION UNIO. 

8^' Holywel -streety Si 
stands the Christian reli^^jon ajrainst which } It i'' reqnestpd that all roVectors who hoi 



duties, of their obli!j:ations. There yoi 
that robbery, assassination, debauchery 
persecution rei^iu triumphant Witness Ji 
Kome, Italy, Portugal, or Ireland, 
fact is, they are too religious to be n 

T, 



the gates of Hell will never prevail. What 
is faith } Ueligious faith consists in believing, 
trying, or saying you believe that which ap- 
pears absurd, unlikely, and undemonstrable, 
therefore it exacts the total renunciation of 
reason, a stupid assent to things improbable, 
and a blind reverence for evervthing holy, 
which reduces man to a level with the beasts, 
and must be injurious to him. It is only 
beneficial to the priests who fatten upon the 
credulity and degradation of mankind. 

Charity is another stone of the fabric, 
Christian charity consists in '* loving god and 
our neighbours,'* but this, with Christians, 
must be mere pretence, because we cannot 
Jove a being whom we fear, and we must fear 
a being who would embma his hands m t.he\ 
J36 ^ 



scrlption Bouks will send in the amount of 
reoeivpd as early an possible, to enable the 
niitti'e to complete theureport to lay before 
lie meeting iu October, agreeable to former i 
tions, of which due notice will be given. 

M. Ryall, 
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WHAT IS GOD? 
T8, 5?ceptic8, and 80-c«lWd Infidels 
ntly ask, with Zophar the Naama- 
Canst thou by learchiug find our 

litherta it has been conceded that 
1 hath seen him and lived.'' 
I, Mnses and liiuhard Carlile are 
two individuals who profess to an- 

question in the uHiruiative. Both 
jrived at. the same conclusion ; the 
f a view^, po»ierionum ; tbt* latter by 
neoty n posteriori. The first was a 
Q founded on thi» best (-videLce — that 
iflea. While the second was a mere as- 
rithout proof, ** that prod was as much 
«! of science as any other thinji;." 
lay he true, but I nsk. What are the 
ns of this thin^, its length, breadth, 
mestf ? What are its density, hue, 
h it<4 locality and peculiar proptTties, 
can it be rendertd subservieut to thf 
man ? These, and a thousand more 
all equally pertinent, demand a 
otwer. 

is the reply ? All theolopians de- 
it **it»«\*ays are past finding out," 
liers confess that with all their searr^h- 
ries they have found no particle q| 
jr do they know how to f ansfortji 
d wine into the flesh and blood of 

Jesus Christ. And LM-ometricians 
ret dt'noonsrrated a " Hue of faith," 
to square the fallacy of rca-^oniiip in 
to necessar}' to prove the exi>tencc' 

dl this who would not say with Mr. 
, *♦ I do not bi'liere there is su<rh a 
a god," and what Christian should 

t 

ee it the leatt injurious pr»i*c. 

irlile further informs us that the 
is threefold, fathor, son, and hoiy 
of the ever.bleKsed trinity thf fol- 
planation is given :— 
'atfaer-god is what man knows of 
al or natoral world. 
oo-god is what man knows of the 
r meotal world. 

oly.ghotit god is the educated itate 
vri^doiD, rirtae, uidlorg.'* 



Three verj' nice distinctions without a par- 
ticle of difierence. What can man know of 
the ** mental or spiritual world,'' but as a part 
of the "natural world .p'* And what is the 
difference between " the educated state of man 
in wisdura, virtue, and love," and ^^ what man 
knows of the natural or physical world ? " 

In the words of the Athaiasiaa creed, wc 
may say " such as the father is, Kuch is the 
son, and such is the holy ^host.'' Definitions 
of god three in number hut one in meaning. 

But if we must have a plurality of gods, 
why stop at the number three, since we have 
only to multiply the effect^ of education to 
have godrt innumerable. Thus we should 
have gods of finely formed limbs, noble minds, 
and artistic conceptions— gods of clean wide 
streets, noble mansions, and commodious 
workshops — fi:ods of baths, tennis courts, 
pleasure grounds — gods n:ore numerous than 
the stars of heaven, and only to be calculated 
when the eifecti* of education may be summed 
up and registered. In fine we may call them 
mother-god, sisier god, brother-god, cousin- 
god, niece-god, grand-daughter-god, &o. 
through all the variations of great, grand, and 
great-grand children gods, till the grand be- 
comes perfectly ridiculous, and " numbers 
drowns the thought." 

This dearth of names would not be the least 
inconvenience the gods would have to put up 
with. I am afraid we could hardly find them 
standing room, (ni the lowest calculation 
t*ach man would hr.ve in him three gods. 
Hence the world vvctuld l»e overrun with som« 
two thousand four liunrired millions, and this 
nation alone would pos^^ess eighty -one millions, 
a visitation of gotls fn>m which we fervently 
hope this nalioii iuay ever be free. Three 
gods are more th.n« v. f can support, and more 
thnn we oughi t" " -m— snr»ly no man would 
wish to have ei.L:hiy-i':i»» millions. 

Worse than thf pl;'.:'uosof locu-sts in Egypt, 
their presence would he '* v»ry grievous," 
covering the fare »)f the earth so that the 
land would be d;jrkeued, *'and eating every 
herb of the land.'' 

Yet we may lay the flattering unction to 
our souls that " these gods are incamaleable 
in man by educatiou in all science.*' How 
science, w^cT;i say* u<A. a ^«i^ ^l «^««^ ««k» 



relifrinn. 'I'hiis Newtm, the prince of jibi- 
losopbera in his " Prineipia," sodW into con- 
tempt in his " Apocaljime," «ai Ihe six 
JTfarii' impriHoainent ot Richard Carlile in 
Doroheatpr will be TemembBred and admired 
wbea bi:< an-iwer totb question, WhaliHgod? 
has heel) loop: forgotten. 

Che)tPiibsni. Jb3. D. Lear. 

Is THERE NO GOD 
the Riwn ud AlIriliDtei uf Oud,' bj T. S. 



goi Th- I iriih,hi 

_ in No iS of 'ihn fJra (^ ' ^ " "°" 

P'"!"". go* » » »««' pnooip'". not »'f4Biui 
pnticijJe The idcj of Rod i.»lB>gplliBr A Dion 
■nd n pt B phjAictJ idea '—Bf tlu' lame, in Ho < 
of (hpOriK^fr 

The uboie quotationn are aiinie few opinions 
from Ihe pen of Mr. Mackiocoib in support of 
the qovstion ot the existence of a nod, i 



It ail idi^ of a finite beiag < 

■«( the operations of an i 

To the objeotioQS eoiitained 

icle Mr. M. has never repli 

ipht or wrooK Ibey still rtni 

In No. 38 (here appeared 

from the pen of Mr. Mackipt 

elaborated his latest idea of 

with his previouR declaratioi 

M number (36) be elaases 

ith the deas enterlaiiMd 

sllcf, and hoTiauT, al of 






lafaras 



Tbejr are thence 
unjuHt, honnurabl or disbni 
case ma; be. These ideas 
eonGned to tbe iniereBta or 
manitj, or the ntutnnl relatii 
hHTinfc Doindneni 



liether 



whii 



of our system and the in 



THK ORACLE Of REASON, 
tice owr M tbe «arth, tb asked why (bn 
nifrhl dn well 



preveii) tiii'ir bnaLi 
iiig; the cloudu npi'ii Bud dinpli 



thi.-.i . 






Jupil- 



C modern utrrmuintn ■ill laitcli at tlli^>. 
d aw we are uul iiii'linnl to vharce fvd 
:b lenorancr, *e mnM Mvk anothir n-u- 
.1 ; nu* that Japnb'a ladder in iCi wura Ht 
t to Ixiar ail anjtrl a in-td, anil <iar! iel no 
IKcr pa.VK hi* eotirt eitbrr lu Ihe niniien nr 
in uf tbis |i>mr imrld ; tliix likle xint d<>: 
til we soiiEht the neMiii and ■.' hair fon.nl 
Gud bel|i> tbe ■nliiion u^ tlir rira , ■»• 
Its it to exert ilH latt Ktren^ih iu a IcHp to 

L'lta bodf at tbe frut at nan, vlio miM 
rrwise itarve; and uf courw hu Muttttml 
M people at ths «>wrr of IIhIwI, and wiit 
MID into tbe iiiteriur uf coiuitiFiitj, whirli 
onid olbprwiK have nvrrr bven inhjliiiid. 
• order tlint thev nii^ht rat Ilie HiJiiio'^ 
(hii:h 

hU? And wjio shHil rtltm 

lolj naina ? Whn will not pn 

riadom, and jroodnins? Ajiai 
■ tie tnTpriaed ut ths exinieiic 
■" ■ ■ JBDdmlijallforraerBrUci 
.a«.rr.d. Tbey have pr. 

_gr lirealiBduirii; yvl ihryiidlilnii 
tk dmiT Jn^l the ojipmiCe eupclasion 

pivmiwa »Bmuit», nud call mi 
They lint mahe ibFir gud. und 



juld nut othvrwiiM 




f "WBY ABE WE ATHEISTS!' 

cm- of s(,d Tho hulhuM of ■> 
iiemd c»^l'iildn"iion'^^f'i.;inSH'! 

atookAd 0h iiHtnTe f<ir pronrn uf ttin cijiiclit- 
VSllAl*)l>>n wLU siiilfil iWir-puri.iiw. Biil 

PMlwdou frufD itnfiaftiEil ^mu'lieA. 'rin-yfx- 
Hstliiii trib«Df FSTtli, air, and m*. Hut if 
"w a UMdiK, duUi i* t CDTM. Kaum. pn. 
.ttenuiarul tnooiAardniti. laihiai^ 
^t/atjgmnitifi; ud ao oslud >» ukiog 



Hftwaj? aiuIrhdrirkfdnMinTBTBMvt'irvieior. 
. nlnnat frrwino, urln^e]^ nn. 'ni)ri)j>rel;r 



tliL- oHeC.iuili, of onr ailoiivuious friend iii 

It ii the univertiil btlii'f annnKiit Chris- 
tiunn, and I UliEve I may s:>v ainiinx mnii- 
fciiid |[ftii-mily. that tins earth wu> created 
hy abeinit»Ie'l gol, at tbe nnto ijiue lliBt 
!ic rrenlecl iiiDiimerahle iilbera in the BtiU 
eeme, but thit all the rrnl <ren> proTidrd lor 



ciprrBly deeiiired that rhe nhole <•! the imi- 
vvnu, with the exception uf thii planet. *aa 
created in Me di 



ofnian line day, AfiiT which ardnonn nil. 
ilertiikiiiit, tile lord ih .aid tu iiate bltr^ hi^ 
■iirk, and to ham dfckireil tliat it aoii fioad, 
th.re belnjt rAen nil mie (» diapulethe ^nea. 
lion with him, and Itiat im the »evBUIh dar 
lie n-iied Iroin bin liiboiir, hatiiiK Hnt, I 
■huiild prR.aiiie, itaBhed him-elf. eiunhed bir 
henrd, and pnt iiii a clean shirt— lhoO«b this 

liiily pbantinu alio chroniclril the other 
Beenls. 'Ihnt ChriiBians ahunld eiilertain 

Ihst Atheiniii.althiiiieh they ahuillil pn-Tii<nalT 
hive hei'ii Cliri>tiaiiii, chiinld coiitiiine to tli)' 
iHi, dom «urprl«- me. Yet thii i> the hipa- 
ihrkis ttpim «hich uorfVi.Tid arRiiesihe qiiei- 



be a Kod uf li.ve. Jii«t as lhi.a»!h every 
I'tlier plant or animal "hieh iuhahita tbe 
plube weie iicii aa jnaflv eiililleri to au eiinal 
(haru of divine consideration a* ni^ii and 
had not au equal claim upon divine love aad 

»ln.nld have an equal »ree- 



WTite at the conclusion thai hii bnjipineu 
■lone ulbegrealJpsideratnm with Ihaeleitjp 
In irhat ii maa different to W.Vi« «i™W!*T 
In phjaical cVi«amBii*M.» be » >i«^^ Va- 
fwioT to many, ani ia -mmu.X ^w«i«\b» 



THR ORACLE 

niperinrity i* otilj one nf dveree, and not of 
«xclniiive pi>Mi'Ssion. '111*! giid who cnuted 
a liErr, if h« lie n mid of lore, i* boiind (o 
«(i~ry (hi- pawioni and dmin^ he bM Ei<'eii 

proridr lur Ihr ■■•'rrwilifi' uf (h« tietr t.(iri 
he hait rullrd hiin iiitiiriiiimri', bnt left him 
to fcrl tlw pBim ol hutiKfr. iilliinatrlj tn die 
fu aKOnlm, he would la tiistly Ew pntitled to 
■i ohantB uf ornelly, at. (liuiiuh he had caused 
the drath urilMiOiiandii, 

Bat leavi.iic tlie nenvrnl view of the qnea- 
tfon, aiid C'lnsirliTinR man alune, the ^■lIle 
rule will ap|>1y. 'I'lierc it a dilterence in the 
^ipositioiiu even' hnmaii twin K. Some are 
Wore Bmrnble and bene olenl than otbem, 

iwi. The character 



OF RRASON. 

tfaBthitaneeratmr"ino|ri«>>I>d>o«yncraGin," 
wu ill-limed. Our friend was t-videnllj" t 

miiKd there conld be no (tod at all. Hii 
mind could gratp nothing but the uii 
whii'h had possfsaed il, mid whfii tb 

ordiiiury mind theid^awould have preseiiG^ 
ilnelfttiat there mJi/Af beCwD gudH. one I 
and the other vpileful, aa ipnken t 



preiiono k 

lu Irii 

children may 



u a«t. Ko( finding h(r whit 
icipateil, he di<icarded her in 1 
Peter, unhsBqiiciitly denied iDf 



■ualicioo), a* it it lor him to enc<nira;e the | 
TJnue (it thi virlHOui. If there were no oh- ; 
jcet« iirc<im|>a''^iiii there could be no bene. I 

be no rirtutt. Virtue and vice nrK hut arbi- 
trurf term* beluiiKJiii^ riuluAii'tly to huma- 
nity. Tho virtnon* mun merely beneiiti bin 
own race, wliikt the vicitHiM man injure! it. 
Ndlher of Ibeni either benefit or inlnn the 
Itnlveme. Sn)ipoi>ini;iicrealor of all things, 
the bug and flea bnve a ■peci'tl iitlerest iu 
the injur; uf man, which it ffunld be injns- ; 
lice iuch It creator to overlook. Hecuuld 
not cmluaively ^nefit any portion o biii . 
— - -without- ^' - -■--■■-- ' 



cere reply to the (lretqa<^M 



portlcMi. If, tl 



nf-irc 



y uf a t(ud eusiJDg there a. 
intnrK tii duprove the hypathesia ' M 
aoi'ldflore-tbat he has unul- |T 



rights whiuh}>ava been solo 


Jtunj 


uitlywitb- 


lield from theio— 1 would u 


otag 


inuona 




utter s ward mo 


eln 


"ir ' 


furtherau 


■e of the prindple 


lad 




h vB 00 e 




rbad 


ofgjinilllt 


anvlhiuK 


for myself by my 




ous in tbt 


field of b 




furth 


r than tbi 


p^Bsure e 


risioK from doihR 


what 




to be rifrl 


I. Elorn and ediiaitcd i 


n onrp* 


•ent rotu 


nutate, 1 can see 


through iwp» 



> find soeieiy bilelr t 



lure, Minpty Ivcause ihtg ure iiii->eri 
ia inau'i arruituiice and e|n>tuitD w 
Ute« Mich a cottclnsion. Man is 
tiiiuully iniseraDle, he wnnld iKwn 
exist il be were. In miikiiiK an e 
of the nunilier of pitasiirable ant 
enperience. oltoniinct would have li 
for their degree of intensity, if not 
number, on uccouni of ^viaoso 
know it mipbt be said, then, in 



diiappoiiited tt 



with IK 



wlfcrthcei 






Id. The eunilid reader will uudentaiid 
1 1 have no diinbt. 

n continuutiuu uf <ny reply to our ano 
niiiu friend'! ohjeetiuut, 1 would observe 



my character has been formed aocDrdioA 
In fact, prespnt society would do verf n 
forme, were 1 disposed to liie in it aiUM 
T men do. But 1 da not feelaueh dii 
positiou b-icsuse 1 fotiilty imagioe my It 
boors, however umh e, will have the elM 
ofiucreasiug the huppinets -of mj luct 

Be much fur me. and I Feel il u duty 

queiice lo me that iny ehiliiren and the cH 
dreii of the next geueratiuu shunld feel 11 
same horror and disgust of the vile oila 
which I do, or my lahour will be ia Tsiot a 



THE ORACLE OF REAION. 



1 decomposition of all animals, man's 
itb forming no exception to a general 
a the other hand, if men love ooe 
and labour together for one comm<Mi 
ae happiness of their race, if tbej 
mselves to increase the number and 

pleasurable sensations, and are as* 
n their endeavours to prt-serve and 
leir lives, still have their actions 
local and not a general effect, 
annot by the practice of virtue pre- 
hqiiakes, simooms, storms, or devas- 
rricanes. They may by their know- 
:e measures for the preservation of 
8 from the consequences of such 
aa, but that vkrould be very different 
ilingor preventing such occurrences. 

of virtuous, just, and honourable 



and endiw with the 43rd. In the 43rd par., 
however, Sir.M.has slipped from the question 
of the probability of god existence into that 
of the moral influence of pod beli ef I Upon 
the latter ground Mr. Mackintosh ought to 
hftTe taken his stand in the first place, it ap- 
pearing to me clear from his writings in the 
Oracle^ taken in connection with portions of 
bis '^ Dissertation," that even while writing 
the latter work he had not the sliehtest sus- 
picion of the existence of any racn being as 
that for which he contended, nmmelyy m god 
who governed the universe — excepting in the 
minds of the superstitious and bigotted. 

Mr. Mackintosh, I conceive, has proved 
himself to be AN AtbeisxI but one who con- 
siders god belief beneficial or injurious to man 
in proportion to the moral attributes with 

orewarned of an earthquake or an l^rhich men endow their gods. But what has 

f, could not preserve their country Vbis to do with the question of probable ex- 
ruction by means of their virtue and ifltence?— the disbelief in which constitutes an 

>f justice. How then could a belief AtheiHt, and the belief in which the Theist. 

5 virtuous, just, and good, and of 

at power to boot protect them, if 

practice of virtue, justice, and good- 

d not do it P But not only are we 

e them capable of doing this trifle 
of this belief, but we are also to 

hem possessed of the power of per- 

be inconceivable task of governing 

rse through its agency. 

Ir. Mackintosh mean to affirm, be- 

itice was worshipped at one time, 

use men then had a moral idea of 

hich was their god —that such moral 

med the universe then differently to 

J governed now that men have not 

* Or, that if justice were worship- 
?hout the whole length and breadth 
th. that the universe, that the earth 
d be affected generally by it.^ What 
can an abstract idea have upon the 
the earth round the sun, or upon its 

* "Would it influence theielements 
ag rain in time uf droughflnnd fair 
I harvest? Would it preWB«arth- 
lipwrecks, plagues, accideflm dis- 
nts, death ? Would it, in 1^, in- 

the 8mallest conceivable iifa the 
rse of natural phenomena P. A^ it 
» all or any of these, what a 
ailing an abstract idea a god, 
g by that god an '* omnipotent, 
at power," by whom ** the universe 
i, controlled, and guided in all its 
8 movements?" (Par 27, "DisH.") 
i extend this article to too great a 
-e I to give the numerous passages 
rked, on reailing Mr. Mackintosh's 
tion," in which he endeavours to 




easonableness of a belii'f in a being 
, wise, and good," a " pureafaid*' 
L'ontrolls and governs the univerne, 
.1 therefore refer the reader to the 
, beginning with the 24tb paragraph 



X^xeal question with Mr. Mackintosh is 
one atlj/Qtediency. He has not contended for 
the being of a god, because he imttgined there 
was one, but rinply because be fancied 80- 
ciety would beinJnnMi by the general rejection 
of god belief. 

Why^es not Mr. M. openly declare bis 
real lil^Hg^and convictions ? and say, '* I 
conside^^Pt)elief conducive to morality in 
certain conditions of society, and would up- 
hold that or any other belief producing a 
moral result, though convinced of its fallacy. 
But I do not coneider god belief uncondition. 
ally necessary to morality. Morality can 
subsist without it. I do not myself require 
the fear or hope of a god to induce me to do 
right. I am virtuous from a knowledge of 
the happiness to be derived from it, and the 
misery that follows the contrary course. To 
sum up all, / am what the world understands 
by an AthMy though an advocate for the 
continuance of god belief until convinced it 
can be dispensed with without danger." 

jMr. M. would readily admit that some men 
mnj he virtuous, just, and good, and yet be 
Atheists, wanting not the fear of a god to in- 
dnoe them to do good. He says in his pre- 
fi^^, *' If the actions of all men, or even of 
ttie majority of nun, were the result of reason- 
from abstract moral principles, the belief 
wise and good god would not be so im- 
as it is with things as they are a^ 
It is then, with Mr. Mackintosh, 
Jqiiestioipf what mtn may do without a god 
— what meif^it is necessary to ijive a god to, 
•nd what men do not require one. Just as 
•ome children require whippirrg and coaxing 
to induce them to do good, whilst others are 
good without. 

It will be unnecessary to dispute further 
ihout the existence of a god, but confine the 
question to the moral influence of l)elief. 

W. C, 




**FHft*OFACiE OF RKASOX. 



THE NEW AUGUMEOT 

"A POSTKilUORI" 
TOR THE EXISTLJSCK OF GOD. 

II. 

***!» thorr evil in the city, aud the lord hath not 
done it?' — Jew'-BooK^ 



1 the animal, and therefore, we find i 
! pensed vith, nud a spinal contrivance 
j %'ided by means of which every lime tht 
tare closes its mouth, the Hvater it er 
|i driven vrhh great force npu-ard thron 
orifices of the nose to a height of from 
30 feet. 

At the close of this explanation w 
called t:> prai'^e for his ** power and w 
and goodness,'' the beinc; who was dri 
such an extremity as to be obliged 



We have sifHrmed, and we maintain that the 

writers and lecturers on the part of j»od ara. 

the cause of atheism. Perhaps it will b« useful 

^ before laying down one of our stTies of 

reaaonttig (which, be it remembered, is to | up one ot the senses, to make the b 

amonnt to demonstration of the fact of the ! apparatus of the whole. But we 

existence of g xi), if we devote a little time 1 bitter instance, still, in the habil 

to explode the blunders of the blunderers, > modes of life uf the siilmtin. It ha 

and show where add why the former advo- the practice of naturalists to tell u«, tl: 

cates of deity have failed. We listened a few , certain season of the year this anima 

evenings ago to a popular lecturer on animal I its usual place of habitation, and aftt 

mechanics, an interesting sut>ject, aud calcu^^iig a few days at the mouth of a ri 

lated, if treated properly, to be renderedTsis gills become accustomed to the fresl 

eminently useful, but the lecturer^ Christian- , asceiide its stream to spawn. But 

like, was not satisfied with explaining to.hia j case we were destined to have a rev 

audience the existences aruund ns jU^ie i It was asked, why does not the 

natural world, it was not enough MJi^>eak ; spawn in the sea, are there not 

of the form and structure, and habits of t enough for the purpose ? We kn< 

various animals, but he wtt tip for one of ] some have done so, and their youi 

god's councillors, aud being in the secret told I arrived at lAaturity, why not all? 

us the why and wherefore of evtjrj' particular I with a moment's reflection, sees not 

habit, and what was god-almfghtw^otive I son ? Who sees not that there is 

in the work. The gullible aud||||qprrre ^o j that guides, and a finger that point 

pleased with the gratuitious assumption, that mouth of the river? Who sees i 

they were pleased to increase the annoyance | there is help at hand to assist the ai 

of all who were not as pleased as themselves, | follow the course of the river to its 8< 

by clapping their hands and stamping their j enable it to spend its last strength iu 

feet, to cheer on the presumptuous teacher, j the cataracts which impede its. proei 

who had placed the optical glass of infiuity with a niouieut's thought, whoisther 

to his eye, and read the laws of the ever- I discov«M' the reason } is it to spawn 



lasting universe, written in his own imcufina- 
Hon ! The first evening we stepped into the 
lecture-room, the subject was ** the whale," 
and the consideration for the time being 
" the blowing apparatus." It was explained 
that the whale gathers its food by nrimininv 



lecturei^ 



through the water with its mouth open, and ! design, 



.// 



vhen it has obtained a supply of food, a 
question is raised, must it bM allow a lil^ 
ocean of water with every mouthful, or if 
not, how dispose of the licpiid ? The inner 
portion of the nostril is in connexion uUi 
the niouth, and now we find the peculiar Ipe 
of the curious apparatus connected with 
In some animals the .sense of smell is 
keen, but this sense is, and must be in 
ance with the delicacy of the membltfne 
the olfactory nerve, just as we fis^^ persott 
of the nervous temperament ll^0n sensitive 
than the bilious or lymphatic;' now it wil^ 
be readily seen that, as the whale fn quently 
desceu(^s in the water many fathoms, thr 
existence of a very delicate membrane ft* 
smell is impossible, for the pressure of watei' 
at 30 feet, is 15 lbs. on the square inch, an4 
increases in proportion to the depth : this 
sep^, if possessed, would not be \aV\iab\e \.q 
340 



though; 

revel 
the t 




to leave its eggs in the most secui 
No ! // is to lay its bodif down an 
at the feet of man^ in the interior 
nents which could not otherwise have 
habited ! This is the language of t 
d if this be the last reas 
o would not turn Athei 
the time of that part 
which speaks of the er 
of Habel, where god-almi 
offend^ because the children of r 
tryyil^ ^ct to heaven by the san 
ib's angt 1 came down, i.e. bj 
n turniut; to his associates he is 
have said, as if he thought he 
command of us sinful mortals for ev 
now thi« they do; and nothing w 
strained!- from them now which t 
imagined to do," and then, as 
thought had struck him, *' go to, 
down and there confound tlieir lar 
that they shall not understand one 
speeob.*' We thought of this, we 
se^M what noble results had beer 
dhfi Dy our Ucturer, we began 
design fashion upon it, and rememb 
^%Qd did.v&^XtAC the ^ople abn 
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To the second qneslion, I would say, a 
Jbtct is the same yesterday, to-day, aud for 
ever; so with yyr(/6^/&/7}7/es basod upon facts. 
Atheism is u question of probability, and so 
is theism. If it be more probable to-day, 
from all facts known to man, that there is 
not a god in the universe, no siibs-qnent facts 
which might be discovered or revealed can 
destroy the probability. Onr friend savs, 
** Let my children believe in a god, if they 
see reason to do so.'' Very good, hut it 
should be the parent's care to prevent such 
belief taking possession of their minds, by 
piest^nting them with facts alone, leaving 
them to draw their own conclusions, when 
there is no reason to (ear they will believe in 
a god. "If our children do not w.q the rea- 
son for disgust with reli^^iou we do so much 
the better.'' So much the woi-se, say 1, if 
•* religion be the world's curse,'' which our 
friend admits it is. If they are not disgusted 
with religion, either we are grossly deceived 
and deceiving, or they will be blinded and 
besotted by superstition. 

"' What is the principle of atheism that will 
infallibly keep us Atheists in spite of all 
the reasons for becoming goddisls that un- 
known time and thought can produce.'' " in 
quires our friend. The principle of the 
eternity and infinity of matter, upon which 
all reasonings for or against atheism should 
start — is, in my opinion, the principle 
'* which will infallibly keep us Atheists, in 
spireof all ih^ fallacies for becoming goddists 
that unknown time and thoughtcan prodsce." 

Permit me to sav. in conclusion, that had 
I the power to make all men Atheists by the 
same process as our friend describes converted 
him, i would not use it, for 1 should dread 
an unreasoning Atheist more than an unrea- 
soning Christian. 1 would rather live in a 
society of go44ites from conviction than in 
one composed of Atheists from feeling. 

\Y. C. 

THE WORTH OF MAN. 
•* There is one reinark which reliectiuin of this kind 
are almost certain to call forth in a lar^e and re- 
spectable clasH of persons ainont; ns, nainolv, that 
to assert the worth of tuan id an amtgani dein- 
sion, and one that pufl's up man witli vanity, lixit 
this objection implies the ahsurd mi-lsike Dt'snp 
porting; that the lotti»^T the standard hy which we 
iudg« ourdelvH*, the iinin* and more, and not the 
le«d nearly shall we s.-em to rcacU it^ tuli height ; 
what id all that is h<>ld morft holy, what ail the 
godlike men whom religion-* tradition canoiii^.es 
and glontied bnt forms of a divine i«h'a ever to be 
kept before usaadapproiiched. thouizh in eacii in- 
dividual most inipertectlv realised; aud when in 
Other word«« we xpeak oftlie worth (»1" ma'.i, whioii 
philosophy exp'ams, history displiiyti in actio:), 
and poetry sings of and makes vi-iblf to the soul, 
we but declare that there is a ureatness oi" humsin 
nature which rebuke-i the littlfiif>s fl'i'acii. an.i 
vet i^ the common blessing andsnpport oi ujj ail. ' 
1- Tif/tes. 
HEBB then, my friends, is nn admission, hardly to 
jte expected bf the high church TtMtfj. 1 do nut 

.n- 
if. ■■ . 




know whether the larger and respectable class of 
persons allnded to bo the Socialists or not, it seems 
very likely to be them, for tiiey do assert in almost 
express terms that man is of no moie worth than 
any othtn* animal, for tliey do not allow him to make 
' himself the standard by which to test the va^neof 
I created beings. It is said that man is the paragon 
I of animals, and whv? But who sava it ? Man. Who 
hears it? Man. Who is llatteredby iti* Man. Thas do 
sunie fatten on the arrof^snt delusiona the^ teach, 
I while ttie many who are taught, starve. Why 
the do{( is doubtless conscious that he is the para- 
' gna of animals, and why ? Simply because he ^na 
is able just'y to appreciate the qualities of hia owa 
nature ; and so of all animals possessing conacioiia- 
ness, each in its own esthuatio.i is the para^nof 
, aidmals. What are the qualities in man which in 
, his estimation constitute his worth? First, his be* 
ing made in the imaue of his creator. Is the dog 
I made in theimugeof his creator? Most assuredly 
not ! S<icond, man possesses an immaterial aud im- 
mortal Soul. Doe- the horse possess an immaterial 
aud immortal sunl? IVrish the thought ! Third, 
man is gifted with a freewill, ab-olut-ily in d'pen- 
I dent of mental or physical inllueuci's. Does the hog 
, possess thu gift ? iVofane couc«>j>tiou! Fourth, for 
man there wdl bo a literal ri'surreetion from the 
ad, will not the echoing voice of the shrill 
t at the judgment day awaken from their 
e ass, the horse, the hog? Out upon 
mer! would yon vilify the name and at- 
tfiSfn^of our liviug ^od and traduce his sacred 
word? Gently, good Curistians, no , have you not 
jast told me that all that is held most holy, all the 
godlike men whom religious tradition glorilies are 
but forms of a divine idea, waich philosophy ex- 
plains ? assuredly then I may speak of an idea as 
such? No Christians, no ! My tongue should swell 
and burst ere I would say ought in disparagement 
of the reality of your god, your immortal .-«oul, your 
free will, and final judgment. It is not with these, 
but with those terrible shadows of priestly conjura- 
tion, those chimeras dire which have swayed so ill 
the destiny of man, made this fair earth a bloody 
battle-lield, forbade th.; teeiniu:^ soil to yield sup- 
plies, and held sacn-d craft, cruelty, and crime. 
Did not our forefatixers believe in ghosts ? and how 
is it thnn that we of the present day believe them 
not? Simply because it is an idea only, an idea 
which philosophy has explained, and what philoso- 
phy has dtjne for a plurality it will do for unity. If 
ordinary commiiuplace ghosts are discarded as real 
existences, the last rcuiainWig one, nicknamed the 
holy-fiho.st, will vanish at the cock-crow of science 
and philosophy. The day is at hand when this will 
be. Man will cease to be flattered by the priestly 
hypocrites, that he stands erect in the image of hia 
maker, while his mind is prostrate at the shrine of 
ignorance and superstition. 

Truth has professed to be taught by the Infidel 
philosopher of all ages, and although he has con- 
ducted his inquiries with the most persevering de- 
termination, with refined intellect, and the most 
subtle nvM'urch, wilh the most scrupulous and scru- 
tini-io;; inve tii^aii >n, and with the accumulated 
kii.twl 'd'^oof iirece.linc ages at his hand, he has ne- 
vtrt'ieV'ss, w'vlVv «t\\ \.\vvi*ft ^^N^\x\.w^^.>.^Vv^^. Ajf«?Qc^ 
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why ? Fr mh ili»« «:»ui.l.» foct llwt he hiw n.'-l«vt.Ml to j THE BASNRR OK FAITH. 

H-.r-ny lu aJm'.i t'l il- ' i'Xtoriiiuiatii->a of that fmi.la- | { For t/)e O.tirh'.) 

,. .111 ! 11 K.R nunntinffrea baiinrr ha* waved o »»r the world, 

O.'urii.- u...,3. Its o-onl hHM- thr wbolo sn^n-.s^ruc- . ^^,,,j i„sult..d hnn.i.iiitv". lW-lina«, too lonjr : 

tiir.' of tTf.T, I .is.iiM th.' »4wp<*T.i)r wurl'u of man re- j,',,^ jt ta-ititinijly t<'il:< u-» hmv r.«a.-oii «»< hurlud 
lativi-lv til •.'•i»- mi;\ (Tiii'. I huvt> l-.-ruro inc a p!\|i.'r en- . Jhrom hor tlixrom*, by the faggut, tho du. };eim, tba 
titl-d" ri!/'.i,'writt.MibvtUeoaMMrofth' /;/'/.;/«v th..ii>/. .„ , ii»-. i .• i i. 

Chroun 'cN HI «lv.oU oi-iMirs the folh-.Mnrf p-is.;..-.. . . j j^ ^j^^. ^^..^^^^ ^j of f.-nur. ju.il torturo, nu-.l «ru:iir; 
«iv.>aki .j; of the il''i»-ide'l ]mnition ol tat- IJnl ish me- "\:^ ,|,.. stnialar.! wh:'ro yatii.T iho tyra:.t au.l nlave; 
'bhaule, be pr-'-ivI ' • Did Ihi* divim* uutuor of his ' ^Tin the ciirsu of the noble, tbt? ii-fC, aud the brave, 
bpi.iji cont'»i.-.."i».i" "ich a restriction of inoranaw 

in bnaUv'V HiV uroT inU^llccl into hii» fraim' ? V^v* « 'Ti^ thi* fTanr of tl>«> tyrant, wHo revels in wop, 
hp Inriii a bv his cr. ati^r only to fiiUiJ an «i|.iiiftl VVho doriWiy Jartahs at huinnuilVH «ruan, 

% .• ,' • 1 1 .• . « V. h<-,t;:Mni{UUifdet'|ioc(iinof blioo, made ii» a«iw 

Taesitiar. a-.i-l t . p-'H-r:.! annual dntuM at u;rt cxproae . .y „.,.„j j^^ corrnj.lir.n. wade.^ ou to a ihr.>:.c ! 

of M.vry n bl-r /rr wish which i.atim' ha-* j'o boun- | Ain! thi» llau of th.» s'.avi*, iviio eneonntorod thf foe, 
t'».i'l»- s-.u .lu'il hiio'.' Kur what imrjK»r!f» ha-? he Ami now utt-»ri«. uniiit'.i'd. hi« Sttonized moan, 
1 .vu 1* ;•.>>•■ .1 «ilh Mn..(M. f.-i:n:/s, and m.'ntul -^ a/iuL', »..• ki-.-e-* a.lv.'r.aty'.^ r..d ; 

, ., . . . ,■ ,,-. 1 1. .:...«)• t jni.'Uif.l lo lull for lin tyruat aud uod. 

•irjian ? ."'in'ly .t h n(»t to lulhi :•!! aniuial dostiny .' j f 

v..r li, nc.';-.:»ii. r.'.l"Cii\o organ-* iir.' uun.-Ci'-'J'Kry, . 'ji^ ji^^ jj,,^, „f ji^^^^jj,,,^ ,„.|,„ l,„yn-np ^iU^ l^atp, 
v'xci'pt wit'.i tho n'.iJ.Tt of acfiunuh'tin-^ th«' nu'ana i'iviichi'dlovi>,whl1<'hisil;tir^eri.srei*kin!r withj^ore, 
tifsMi'i .rt i:rn's..avx ti> jMiiioul i'xi.N.«'.uv." Now, Kaltlis -lun fi»arfnl aan.ils too truly rolaie 

.sir. tu\^. I., n.-.. n \ .i'.L':.r^:!i. is -.A. .nt f.i.' .-•■'.• of the " . '';"' ^eed^ that th-biirot rorn.uitted of yon*; 

, ..... ,. . • I .• n An' t'n* >;. lilt t:iat i>ro!iiiit'*l thi»ui cannot ahntf, 

:.riMi-.. -Mt, iM..n.h o.i.-n .li.t.^r.iu.y i.'.:t soitJi. oi all Till th..cau.ethatvrMhiCMl ilia h-.i -iired .on.or«; 

thii! Ui'H cv.T h.».-!i .-ai 1 . r wnitiMi l-y all ; arii'^ ..n Till tl.ut Uanntini: red bnnnrr nolonuer .-nail wave, 

ihl-! .-ii'.y-ct. .Mm lias aUvjiy-^ lu'-'n suop »-"l a sn- OVr tho world it haa rendered a desert and grave. 

pi'ri'>r s.rt of jiuimul, and why? Simj-ly bocau-^o 1 

•nan is the ,u»p..s<T; and thn.shas man bi'on ever . Tnrn, <)! tnrn to past aires of sorrow and pain ; 

1 1- 1 . . ..:.; .. I' .... .;..:..» >i;.i^ ' Iio«ik backonpast KcuneHof oppr.'Ksvni andcnni^; 

tilji;' •>! Ill :t:i iMnMno!o\i-4 nn.sniiin. ( one>'ivin(r liufe rr> .• •*!... »• i- -.i ♦ ui i. 

jii.i. .. 1 1 II II I y^JB^i Tnu'i' tu! nne and the urogrej»d ol luitu d bloody 

';oli':t .iu i.>:lor !">.!iif to th > rivtt o: tni> tinoin^^^^H ri'iirn 

\u> i< '.■••> ;ri-n<1 to trr:>t tlu'in a' of th>' V^^^^Bl Till it« records br lost in tUi> thick mist.4 of time; 

>el h' e;-..'i.'t, do v. hat h-' will, di fovJ^PBw Mirk how wroUi?-*, ind how autfrings, her cupire 

wh"ri*andwh:it ar." I'io ioiaii!u-d b'invH witn\vh<!m a.,""''"*"'.! * i c-^^^ w » 

. , ., -. ,. . „ 1 hen Kav, ihuH flupiM^rteil, can faith be sublime? 

-I nn ..rond eo.m.it he conAuh-r.s hui.seli wn-dly ^s,^,.^ w ho-<' bainter ha.^ dnuik the sang uiduuiu flood 1 

• •nii.!ed tu us^ociate. lift has in his in ali able long- i Of the niilliuns who purcuaMcd tkeir 'fiteedum iviti^..^ 

■,M. .;"'i'niilii<*di<n» fiiMiTi' obod.' lie di..*-« e.nt kwoir-* blood I * " 
v.ii-r.'; M't. iii-v«'rii!. ••<•'-:, li'.o our .-'.jiji-'.-nildiTH, 

»■<■ U-,'- ::'.'■ n l-.H :• i-.re '.i m.i' a nr.rn- 1 1 •:■.•.■<' iv.-n a It i-' n'dwith the blood of the sajjea of Gre<Mr»»; 

■ '... '■ : V. .'. -. 1 « t'l .rr It i-.r ,. ,;,' I 'iM.! wUh l-'-'M'' ""^•' •■'wet't llvi'atia's to d -epen the iitain; 

', . I . . • .■ Kcttii"' ail.l".l a n-uft*, •. i*t its thnst did not cea^e; 

•h prui-oi :in -..TiMo'Tat h- o.t.Ti.ii.i.'s non.- ol i.io.^r. .^,^^^ >vria'sr.'d uraujht wa-. ^riven in vain ; 

■■.".i.tii rr.t.T th.Tfi.j uliMO he ha-" fO srr.ip'iloM-ily Th.Mi in'i'"le-'tini',rai<.sl a-i the symbol of peace, 
fliu'in 'd on eaith (se«> i^ron's i«iii(.iph on his d »g). ' It d;-i.rK to repletion -but thirsted a^zaini 
VV.ih r I'Jird li. I le aI.ovi> extract, altii.m^h it * Uini- N^v, tU-re is not a land, or time j.r-'sent, or past, 

, . . • .. ,■,, ^ ,,. . „... , , ^, ^ .,^ ^.„. , ■ Hot haa .ihviddered to bee it .stream furtU on uieblaflt 
■<iii.' :.s 1-4 no lur-'iit. It w.'l s TV," n>v nnriiosi' to .sav a , 

, . ' „.. .* . Si'.'.li it i«v«'r be thus— Will man nev<^ DP fn«e 

qt t -d. ti • «ii:.'r e.vi.. '.u", " \^ nit a p .-^iison 1 .r j-., ., ., i,,. i'„. .l->tat,., of natnre'.s ju^t laws? 

r.i:!-i:iui in;"".! '." \\ >w ca j it be sa'i i ih.tl maii 1> ra- Will I v -r flm* h»Mid to fatinV tyrant decree ? 

-.1 n.il? :■!:' I. Pn a:ii...:'.l -M\irni:v wifi c..ntr:.i;.r ' ^::^•.'•■;l■. c h.ip.! answ.T.-*— No, even now nee him 

iiis n:vi\ ki:i'I:-'d, I'.i" fowimon oil -■iiin-f of imi- '.:'.•« ,, '"'',"',. ., i r x 

. . ' lie :j\\;'. !<»•>* Uoni the torpor of a-.'en to see 

l- -mi:.- wo;:;b, wi..s his h :id ovtrr lo.M .n a ma/.,.' „;., ,i,...., a,..,va.!ati.-.n, and hiini.^h tho ean^.'! 

li'i •■lid t I • (■'.■.111'.-. ■,»lr.'.i' with thi' wild ;••lti(■^of ?• So.oi, .-. i.in. w.ll liis dr-'riio « i .Idusi-oi Lo <»\t; 

! d--' r.iti! 111. -.I'lr In- i •:.' •. < tl:.- r.'ll And that Haunting red llaij wave in irLnnnh no 



«■ •. i:-!;.-. r of ill- ■',. •r'..-<'. .\ij: i riit'onal I vsIim Ii>s more ! M. a! L. 

h.' i •.•!:''»,:' S'.'Mi '..I.' hi-'ory uf th • world -^.'arch ,. ^ . . , 

Ui-' .-criptures, t'uri-i lui. J 'w, or I'.t/aii, n:; 1 r'':>.»rt 



it-ia'iioU!ir : lo.ik ;!5iro;i.l in .-sorii-ty, iiiHt i", huijian , Nt»l K'I'j. 

sociity -wh:'i si'-y.ii".' r:iiv.T-al lyiiij, Ivi'itv.ry, ; U KCKIVi:!).—" Christianity acrain"«t Athei.«m,''bf 
s-ov.-tou-in.v--. w;'..ivd...ii, .-up-rsiMi...!. r'.id i.mvli'r, ' RirhardCarlile.— ♦' A Sconr;;i'» for the0.^dmnn:ierH,'' 
..p...,ly s.nrt, . . -d :v.d ••...ry -vli-r.. .!..... ol -d .-x.-ept m.Q.11.-- Cerebral Phv^iolou^v and Aiaimalism," 
iiv /»/.'(.•.'///, wh'c. I li M».; lor ir.itU'n:^ I til.* /»/v/t7/rv ot ,„ _ ,, • ^' , " ' 

oiir iamous aad mnea belauded huiuMi H.-ciety. 1 -P.— " lVr--^eoutioD, ' fru.n the (.Ac-c'^vz/i./w f.e-f /». 
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I'ATBKSUN. 
■of, and Jo payaJiMri^' J 
li-ipWiJ. al OalUnlam. 



tfae tender nurmliog, who U often lane in te- 

CDveriag from the H|>asin. TlicHi'leiieai eiuib 

in tM' tutn hairs ihm been presstd into lliB 

"'^Greeds and dDgrmas, oi^d JDjfullr do 

.dieni of a more fortuaale jHgiiod. 

itf apprvcnste wltb Hiffieient sr- 

donrthe beatjCtilbat hace been [iDulierMd,iip-. 

DBooiety bii il Prie9l1y,aF(suktiD, aCombe, 

nd a, hawmice. Sow tbaX vre have tbe, 

irsnoloKicKl fim's freed from tbe mjaierioua 

jbblaof thepieiist aad bypovrile, ne maj 

' ' !|»dvMice at ■ railroad pat^e. ThaatlB, 

of iiiffici«n - -' 




.. that the very firal ait- 

■ The brain 

the organ of Ibe i 

" Mri Comba states, ' We do not in this 
e knavF mind aa one entiry aad body bh 
other, but vie are aequainied only wiA the 
uaponnd cxiBiencu of mind and t>al>, Mhich 
itly togelber, and are so intimately 
eonpetled thnteteryfllate 
eorreapoiidinjt state of CEttEiin CorporeAl or- 
ngf »iid eieri aCate of IhaHe nrfiaUB ininlrea 
cemun erudition of the mind.' 
" A ainiilar doctrine ve ab&ll find ineulflR- 
edh]~ almost alt nriters on cerehrnlphyiii^^y. 
" ■"' ■ * Bflsnmplion. Wc boiw 
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tiei : tiie one amwrting that man poneiseB a 
apirit superadded to bot not inherent in brain 
^-added to it, ret having no necesaary con- 
nection with it— producing material chadges 
yet immaterial — destitute of any of the known 
properties of matter — in fact, an immaterial 
Momething^ which in one word means nothing ^ 
prodacinff all the cerebral functions of man, 
yet not localised, not susceptible of proof ; 
the other party contending that the belief in 
spiritualism fetters and ties down physiologi. 
cal investigation — that man's intellect is 
prostrated by the domination of metaphysical 
speculation — that we have no evidence of the 
existence of an essence^ and that organised 
matter is all that is requisite to produce the 
multitudinous manifestations of human and 
brute cerebrations. 

The concluding sentiment is still more 
strongly enunciated, in the following expres- 
sion :— 

*' T¥e contend that mind hag hut an hnagim 
nary existence •^thtit we have to consider 
matter only.'* 

A more estimable contribatian to phreno- 
logical and mental science generally ooes not 
exist, and it will fully repay not oqijperusal 
but study. T. P. 

A SCOURQS FOR THE GOD- 
MONGERS. . 

** Well lash the rascals naked through the world." 

XfiKE produces like. By the fruits you may 
know the tree. From the holy Biblical tree 
are abundantly displayed the fruits of Christ- 
ian loving kindness. The upas tree of Christ- 
ianity has prodoced by its pestilential miasma 
hecatombi) of victims. ^* Christianity is part 
and parcel of the law of the land," say its 
expounders. Right, it is the leaven of 
Christianity that fouls and ferments the whole 
mass. Southwell, Holtoake, and the 
Adamses know it full well. They are 
" practical men.** They know by experience 
what it is to slake the Christians* thirst for 
vengeance. They feel what it is to be the 
last stimulants to the palled and jaded appe- 
tites of the bigot god-believers. They have 
discovered what it is to be made a peace- 
offering on the altar of the three-headed Cer- 
berus-god. Christians set a watch on them — 
Christians informed against them— Christians 



the Jew-begotten Uble, pemse the • 
jected gospel. In that ** revoltiiiflA 
Jew production called bible," you wil 
key to thew and all similar enoi 
Through the mind-enslaving inftuencc 
vile spawn of an accursed priesthood i 
made the ready tools of churches, coui 
factions. €rod- worship, like party, 
" madness of many for the gain of Uie 

No crime in the calendar of vice li 
lacked a votary among the blood-stai 
lowers of eod-priests and priest-godi 
illustrious in immorality, those who ha 
execrated in heathen records as prod 
vice — the Neros, Caligulas, and Don 
of classic page, hide their diminished 
and crouch humiliated before the i 
genius for turpitude of the favourites 
The '^ Newgate Calendar *' of modei 
is innocenee compared with the New; 
lendar of the Jew-book. A great 
should never engage in a little war, 
great rascals of holy writ would scorn 
die with minor peccadilloes. Old f 
hausted, they imagined new. The oli 
out, and beaten track of crime had 
charms. They sighed for new realms 
as for the " flesh-pots of Egypt." 
dinary gratification of a wholeMniM 
ceased to attract. The stewa waft 
harlots lost their power of pleasing^ 
self-pollutions, a loathsome intercoai 
with like, sprang up, which makes th< 
nation recoil and the flesh creep to e 
upon 1 Unsated still with their abom 
these god-led miscreants traversed the 
of all preconceived impurities. The ni 
varieties of filthy commerce were e^ 
found insufficient for the truculent g 
By these god-goveroed, priest-led pieti 
in their disgusting records alooe, do i 
the horrors that the most prnrient ii 
tions of modern days would not evi 
conceived. This pattern people it ^ 
de><ceuded to the region of the brute 
instigated by those monstrous lusts, in 
which all other imaginable devices ha 
A precious example of a chosen peo]: 
— a notable specimen of a glorious j 
he. ** Sure such a pair were never 8 

A holy ghost in the form of a pigi 
pregoating a human virgin, producin{ 
god or a god-man by the iutercon 
eternal with himself, the same as 

•i.»: it. •1.1 1 



prejudiced the public mind against them, f&U 

sified, slandered, and defamed them— Christ- 1 sitting at his own right hand, co-eq* 
ians instituted a mock trial, governed by ^' " ^ ' 
mock laws-— Christians surrounded them by 
legal fictions ! By Christian pay were the 
hireling lawyers retained— by Christian wit- 
nesses confronted— by Christian scribes mis- 
represented — by Christian juries found guilty 
— -V Christf an judges condemned I 
maooeia tfiiscomplicated mac^imery f»i\ .^^^^^^^^^^.^^V^^ 
eaamng, fnua, nrc^^ meanness, e«^on«^e,\\t«rn-Qfv^^«,%,\u&\Aj^\£QBfa^^ 



himself and the pigeon — yet not one 
one man, and one pigeon, nor three g 
three men, nor three pigeons — ^but( 
inseparable yet separated ; indivisihli 
vided ; infinite yet sitting on aploud ; 
yet begotten, suckled, and crucified ; ; 
yet sweating blood ;* incompreheni 




TBS USACLB OF REASON. 



nth day by niTriadii o 

itfldi blue-comb^, petti 

bn?efrhed, mad turbmned 

fajpooriticKl, bloodauDking, godlj 

u ft pigeon with tfae lirgin, Ju. 
iwftD vich Leda J Pah ! What 
igrailies the guddites conjure up. 
ban mythology we Uugh ax or ad- 

aiore. The ChrlBtiau mftho- 

1 uid detest— it is yet current, 
[, Bpiril-etirting fact it yel to ba 
Tbe god idea hu mittained a 

a hurled fram tbe 



Ir of amber, 
" brightness 
vord" is drawii fc 






tiled out d( tbe " 

I gtript from bim 

' tbe " appesrat 
id about ;' 



baclc pBRH'' are as mysterious ai 

all hia other parts. He ia d 

a by-word; a ' 






dealToyed, tbe penoe 
le money- box. 
U0T-aOD haa been 
ting olothei; dincOD 
th the ductoni treadwheeled for 
and the donkey ; confuted 
ineiDTBelf.prostrsliDa and paegive 
The ChriKt-god has been stript 






d of a 






Mnonal 

Im paeiliiar J( 

gilea way 



iftafbiivirma 
ily father, aud nf hia 

illty, by contublnage, bas- 



What former doughty and 
tcthiBtorianaleftunfiniahpdStrauBs 
cd. TheChrist-gadiiideinoliahed, 
liDg.atTokn pnC to bia bombaatioa] 



liecent » 



It wodd b 



in bad enoDgb, bat 
JibertJuiam of eorropting the 
wilt, and tfae unbounded impa- 
iring ahe wai a lirgin after being 
r," ia beginning to he fuHy nn- 
id appreciated. The Unitarisns 
■en&OB of bis aauui. Tha holy- 

inaWateof jHnpiralioB. wining his 
'aiwii^ ItM ne wu id a dtootiy jwot. 

fte«^_d™^£tW..kgn„don 



ghoat god ia barked by then itill more ao- 
oeremaniouely than the CbriJ)t-god. With 
many Cbriattans of the tnt witei he in be- 
coming qaile unfaahionible. In the upper 
regions (no matter where I got the news] 
itleh ia the state of public opinion, diat bs 
haa been obliged to cage witbTiriiira unclean 
birds, and if by accident he should ever Dome 
witbtn eye-abot of St. Agnea, be ia compelled 
to hop off Htih bia head under hii wing. Our 
own 'tear granny, Htrali, would blush to her 
Tery boddice, her time-honoured viaage nonld 
change from duaky yellow to bniwniab red 
were tbe dningg of the Je« girl and boly 
pigeon tranafen^ to an English ecclesiaattcftl 

brought h; Joseph, the carpentti, ogainid 
" god tfae holy ghost." So much tbe tfae boly 
gboat and hia morality '. 

The Fact ia, the whole Hrn ia becoming 
bankrupt, God, Christ, GhoM, and Co., and 
must sppedily be erased from onr mytbologi- 
cttl directory, aa the; have already been ex- 
punged from tbe pagea of Rtaxm, whose 
Oracle alone >hnll henceforth be eonsiilted. 

I have another rod in pickle at their senioe 
next week. H. Q. R. 



THEORY OF REGULAK GRADATION. 

(Onliiti^ril/rKm fi^Sn.) 
clan TtptUia, or the neat but one in 
I ne find man, preaeDla a tolerably per> 

ty of the ohelonin florloines aud turtlen) 



by sutures, 
three tilled 



, {of I 



ue, rmm having serrated or 
ind two called false or squa- 
from the bonei which form 
rhrm, over-lappiog each other, as in the 
Kales of fishes). 1'bere are alio carpal and 
metaciupal Bones, and pbaiangea of the 
thamb and Sngen. The temnr. or thigh. 
indiM ' • ■ 



I man (to ran or roll, a proctaa of the thigh 

The skeleton of the ophidia (serpen u)con- 
U» of little more than a vertebral coIuniD, 
osHBsing aaeh a degree of mobility as ena- 



face, to spring 
The vertebn 



imbat vith aud ci 






r prey. 



'f animals, being 49iii th* 
the rattle-anake, and 31S 
in the colober oatriv. The ribaeitcnd fiom 
the atlas to the anus, and are 33 pairs in 
the blind worm, 17d in tlie ratUe-snake, and 
304 in the coluber nUriK. They are all (ibA, 
there being no nidimeot nt ««vmmi,'« ^hem^ 
bone, to which tlie ttiie TV\«ui taa-ii me iOiMi. 
lu the blind worm. «il^ aie twoi- Owea."* 
sbouldar and ^\«w. 



I 



THE ORACLE OF REASON. 

In the sauria (lizards) we meet with a more I the left ventricular compartment, cook- 
perfect development of skeleton than in the quently curries pure, or nearly pure blood, 
last, as they possess a sternum, a scapula, ' which it distributes to the head, neck, chest, 
and pelvic apparatMS. "I'he humtTUs is ex- and upper extremities. The left branch, 
panded at its extremities, the same form as in on the contrary, arises either from the ri{[ht 



man. In' the skeletons of the crocodiles of 
the Nile, alligators, and other reptiles that 
swim by lateral movements of u muscular 
tail and long webbed feet, their long bones 
are filled with a thin oily matter. 

The muscles of the head are strong; and 
in the rattle-snake and others, a portion of 
the temporal extends forward to embrace the 
poison*gland, and force its secretion into the 



ventricular compartment, or what is tanta- 
mount to it, from the pulmonary artery. It 
is obvious, then, that the descending aorta 
carries a mixed quality of blood to the parts 
it supplies ; but it is interesting to observe, 
that previous to the junction of the two 
aortic arches, the left gives otF the coelix (the 
belly, the name of an artery in the abdomen) 
axis which supplies the entire alimentaiy 



perforated fang. A rudiment of diaphragm | canal and digestive organs with venous blood. 



(the transverse muscle which separates the 
thorax from the abdomen) may be perceived 
in the dragons and geckos; and in the pre- 
hensile tongue of the chameleon there re- 
sides a beautiful muscular apparatus which 
governs its stealthy movements in obtain- 
ing hi& food, and as Sir C. Bell aptly de- 
scribes it, he lies more still than the dead 
leaf, his skin is like the bark of a tree, und 
takes the hue of surrounding objects. Whilst 
other animals have excitement conforming 
to their rapid motions, the shrivelled face of 
the chameleon hardly indicates life; the 
eyelids are scarcely parted ; he protrudes his 
tongue uith a motion so imperceptible to- 
wards the in>eet, that it is touched and caught 
more certainly than by the most lively ac- 
tion. In the chelonia, the muscles of the 
exU'emities toa^etherwith those of the shoul- 
ders and pelvis are well marked, whilst those 
of the Jaws, lips, and che&t are almost wholly 
absent. 

In thus class of animals we perceive a still 
higher tjrade of development than was met 
with in the amphibia; the ventricle is partly 
divided by a septum (a hedge, the fleshy 
substance which divides the right and left 
ventricles of the heart) into two compart- 
ments corresponding in most particulars to 
the two ventricles of warm-blooded animals. 
In some the septum is so imperfect as to be 
incapable of preventing the admixture of the 
blood derived from both auricles. In others, 
however, as the crocodile, the ventricles are 
separated completely, or commnnicate by a 
small orifice provided with a valve which 
prevents the blood passing from one com- 
partment to the other. In fact, the heart in 
this singular animal is double, as in the 
higher vertebrata, so that the venous blood 
returned to the right auricle, passes from the 
right ventricle through th^ pulmonary artery 
to the lan^Sf while the pure blood returned 
from this organ to the left auricle is directed 
from the left ventricular compartment lYirou^Vi 
the systemic arteries. It i» cvmoxia, Yvow- 
ever, that in the whole of this class t\\e dtt 



In the turtle, lizard, aud some serpenti, 
where the septum ventriculorum is imperfect, 
the pulmonary artery and aorta at once cany 
mixed blood, and in some of the chelooiii 
as the tortoise, the existence of arterial chan- 
uels ensures a more complete mixture o( 
venous and arterial blood. 

In lizards and serpents the lung is a men 
cavity with cellular walls, having perforatiotf 
which communicate with the neighbouring 
cells. Turtles have a more complicated 
structure approaching that of warm-bloodei 
animals. 



CHRISTIANITY AGAINST 
ATHEISM, 

Carlilc versus Southwell. 

I HAVE somewhere read that there are i 
conditions of man in which he should not 
held too cloHely responsible for his words i 
deeds, one of them I remember is when be! 
in prison, the other too were, if my memfl 
be accurate, when hungry, and when ni 
Charles Southwell is a prisoner. Mj 
esteem for him began with that circumstai 
My Christianity has led me to visit himi] 
prison, and my passion with him is to conwr' 
him from atheism. I find him withami^] 
taken conceit that no man has avowed athel 
before hiiuHelf. 1 have been such a fool 
fore him, and I had before him brought ha 
dreds, perhaps thousands, to the same m 
I am wiser aud renounce it, honester, 1« 
not say, but as honest, and I am aChristii 
and HoLYOAKE is a Christian, but I willi 
offend Charles Southwell nor the trutb 
calling him a Christian. The time a 
yet come for that, for it I am in hope la' 
ing. I was to him the herald of his publw 
unchristian private letter, and I tbooglit 
saw a blush of smitten conscience, andac<* 
plaint that it was published. But I reflW 
bered that he was not yet a Christian, t» 



vfaa not angry. 

sceading- aorta, is formed by t^e umou ol \ CYifvA^v^s^v^ V* ^'i Y^^^^'iv^'ft ^^>^^ 
tiro bmuchcs, the right bmnchansea ftom\^o\wv^ta^v^^^^V5a&«=v^xiWft^\'^^w» 
348 ^ 



TUE ORACLE OK HEASON. 



tasJ worlds. Phfui-theismiduo juieooe, 
its ii«gitioii ba scienciftE. Scwnra 
■ jnip«T8ti(iun are twoprincipleH of Cbr liu- 
^ nund. (b« one of trath the other of error. 



withoa 



iuUDigf 



Buper, 



of god P Tf 
SoDthirdl, I \ 
niopubliodia.! 



tion. Whe 
atheism niu 



I againi 



morality oi 
ited tfiareby. The good l sei! 
.ilosopby is, thU it makes tbi 

TbK natural consequence af Mr. Coi 
pl&n is the reteniLoa of all oh] 






indiKc'esiDQ, 0( the nandfepsc 

I ha baa been cured, it is mj- task 

» him or Ibii nODSEDxe at atheism. X 

lertakeu, and this 1 will aocomplifih 
e oeases e a pns^^ 



public d 
men thai 







I I I. 



Erskiiv 



fain of politics are more tecureJy guard 
jklimu: of pestileudB. As fur m the pri 
EBHceraad I am kept alike ieiiur.tnl ot C 

IMI|h a IforrfipoudEot «ho inquires hon 

le JIV nen cognomen of Christian, that i 

AMt. CarJile, hai bestOHed opun 

bbOtO-tiJ^ly / EStiniste Ibe bibli;. 

■?r ■ - 

^JauderalaiiUIni:, a ft* renisrk<i 
tnUiB art ttEOHsBiy. Since Urifi 
~ ' itnted ititti tlie great service: 

K\llaE gflnllrmau to the cnuse 



libel on christinuity for the same remon that 
a century ago he would h«re pnniihed him 
for a libtl on witchcraft. Tfto bible Brskine 

iiile word men shall speak Ihey mint givi 
BCcount ID the day of judgment;" ani 
aentenced me to sin months" impriMramenfJ 
1 did not tell a milfal and^wWiD^Ke/f 



Th. 






tall, il 






id morally iulaltioua. 
Christians feel Chat their lystem ii fain Eh 
the; iniprisim meji mi accoiuit of apiaicm.l 
1 own ucilher their religiou uor iheii moi.^ 
itj-. and should blush tu draw my priadploi 
frum Oil polluted tonrees wbencH than 
arise. Ueuee I eauuot quietly be ttigma.- 
tised us a CWisuau, aor uriUiugly receilti; tli>t - 

be the worst insult of an enemy. 

With Mine people the nitnie of ClirUtian|J 
is inviting. But what can nndt 
the niaeteenih cental'y } On wbitl earthly'^ 



■■no Aiubii f 
a of U 



[lis present plan of proceeding 



Cbriiiii] 
mistake i; 
civilisin) 



itility. 



a d(>ltb< 
■ing (as 



■air i^ the antl| 

^Wmptive nrgurafnt Bgiiinst its value. 

fy CariiU gives to scriplui-e a wienlific in- 

liniatiou. In my opinion, the bibte ii 

nrutby the compliment, and science is 

mUCUd b; its contact wilh rtligiun. It is 

Sa ttie scriptures Hill bear a scientific iu- 

iretatiQU as tbey have the Ihousund Bud 

Miis ■rill which we are already nursed, llut 

Sir. C,'s in terprelaliuu has thp merit of being 

directly ugipo^ile to uU those now current >o 

tliBt'vheu be makes a convert, men cunnot 

help teeing that Ibe story of the Btan Sialk 

■ould answer the purnase of the penlatcnch, 

•.lai the tall of CimMt/ii thu of the gospels, 



MM 



morality P ChrisUauslwve uiauiii 

bnThariiy aud remorse less ferooiljr thau Utjl 

humunitj ? Christiauiij ituti oc 

with :be ignorance of thu darkest ages, aud.1 
laboured hanl to conserve it by guvrdiojS' 
ivilh ipiritual lIiuiiderslHcgrosscimiipldi^i* 
and cunlinnes to this day the deadly tW of ^ 
irnlh and iutelbgence. Ada<irabl4 pronft of ll 
its civilization ! Introduci-d by Saint Aqj^ 
gusiine with fraud, it has been perjiiiuitteil^ 

It it recorded by a great historiilDi 1 
Henry [1. pleniled Ms innwc'v'i' ot a crime] 




^y the «T«*tDr ml J to fn!fi1 an annn 

Doliler gift with which nv-tare has m bonntiooglj' 
■nppliod WmP" I fcniiw of no BrpHe gift in mi 

dF IhiBhlng, reflectinj. nisEmleniig, jidging, 4e. 
rhuUy knd wlelf apoh As 
tiTgaiii»cioB ? CnUinlr Qier do, wilhcat 
•rhiiAi Ihej wnnld bt (ither inopmliTt or noa-ec. 
iiUnt^wkj theD noble? About u Dobia ms theia- 
mlled mrfstomir)- of tha eoontij, dspindi, 

Mi/urdUoodo^UMiDdattrioaHl&bfHiTtfr, ^bf>' 
li mitmehiiig amie nlnii (nth* dttlnw ' 



^i^ 



THE OHACLS OF RKASON. 
giou Kud to h 




ikBiqr. The blie-heuted 
oe knew fall veil that it 
wat not ror Mrs, Adaoia'i sunUnuice )]oiia 
that the tam or9<, wu rnnled, bat Tor the 
•upport of heneir. hf r Jlce chiUlnin, mnd uf 
another boj, who, being bereft of hit pBwnU, 
by Adanif under his pnr "'" 



ilengii 



doggvd bin arery ttvp with pene- 
r. thef IwTv brunght Into [^^ 
if tFTTOT Iheir rvelice sQidd 



LI deHpit4 Arax r\ 



uhHlwldil«iilr<>ii bli nj, utduded 

It ^aoDJ itudca of mfimtitiDiu ipwnuLde 
bUghb meridiu daf nf snlidbleDad icwiti&t 

Ten, he wiU m Ivuger be de- 
prieHtlj- pramiHi of prDnpeelivs re- 



|iW»te.oth™«,re«ontt 
■LHdeiinbleuend. 



i> be wiU u 



PERSECUTION. 

V»M fie Chcllniham Free Preu 
' thouRlit that wbi 
le Chronicle tiai 



) 

a the 
■apped 
ing aa illegal pamphlet, 
Telj boawd tatm for a moDlb is Glon- 
gaol for that uSeuoe, thej would bate 
aaliafied. Eut we were miataken in 
itioipatiani. Such ligtra ere not an 
BBliated. One of ibal respectable fra- 
Ihiu Tented \a» itplecn laxt TburBday 
QtOM gentlemen who stepped forHard 
la from ilarvation thane peraona who 
vuitomed to depend npon Adius for 



ho cb« Kuardiaim were that pnpciied 9i , 
Eai^a Wife? Webava no metbod of aa- 
DglhepfftelBebtitttmt if DOT nurTDorj tw eor- 
Utenieie Av«J>»ff uminocedlbiititH'aa 
DfMi.HolliauidJ.NadiBelcher.Etii. We 






nUer, are dnoined to anlifliit upon ■ 

iJ»g qar diaaaof Ibopultlif poraef " 
I mi/ cfirinianiC)' Muih fnt the deedg 
' *er DHoi^ ■ben peofesson of bet 
Cb «>Jlibrt M rpint ao oppond lo reti- 



iiaodsri 



of tl 






! people'l 
INCB pel 
eaeP Hu 
I to Otheo 



any tqua 
, the ollowfl 
day tor tbc aupport of eacb o 
rka about the alloBance f 
nothing to do with the quntion. Ifhe 
irodnce any oaae in Hhjch theguardiaaa 
not allowed aufficient, let Ibe matter ba 
properly in veati gated, but let eacb cojie be 
judged ou it< own meriU. It shoald be re- 
ivmbered thai what it called full oHt-door 
^tiel ia &, 6d. a week for each permu. The 
iiiinuaiiona again at the gentle men who pro- 
oaed and aecoaded Ihe grant are too con- 
^mpLible to be noticed. Tbat icribe abould 



iaonlya 



word* is reapeit ti 



ire cmelly itself, but what are Ihef to 
iompsred to those of a aycophanC, < 
binka Ihit perwiution will be pleaaing 



" We bare eeen ilarery and ignorance 
bleating under the goidanoe of prieitly 
baadi, miUiona npon millions of cur race, 
and making melancholy the faireal portiuni 
of [he eartb. We have liatened to lighiaud 
the droppios of lEBra, to the voice of dopalr, 
and the agooie« of torture and deathj wa 
have entered dungrooa, and found capliiea 
natted to akeUitoDa with the years of their 
toUlary endurance i wi have listened to their 
faint whispen, and bave found that thej 
uttered the cruellies of priests. Wu have 
stumbled upon midnight tribunal), and seen 

with fiery pincers, or plunged into endleia 
darkness by the lancing nf their eyes. And 

were autwered 'Tub Pbiestb.' "—HoviU. 



Bml^Ra^.'al^wFS^rda '.'. '.'. '.'. '.'. < 



THE ORACLE OK REASON. 



THE HEALTHIAN. | interspers-jd, in which the most dogr 

A SMALL periodical of this title is monthly ijections urged against vegetable, as i 
issued; and certainly few papers extant can t»> animal eating, aft'se from perso 



cannoi, but think •* it strange that 
nitely wise creator should permit h 
tnrt!s M) universalh to feed more or 
tlesh, if it were uunecessarv to health. 



boast of healthier tones of thought- It is im 
possible to rise from its perunal without pros- 
pect of the accession of physical, and certain 
acquisition of moral strenj^th. Its pages are 
quite refn'shinif. Seen thnnijrh the glasses j <-*lever genius contends that vegetabli 
of the /y<ra///i/(«i. apples appear temptingly ; would make us "run couoter to tl 
blooming as when they hunt; in Kden*s fabled ' first «'ommand in scripture, and as 
gardens; wat»!r, pure as the sea gem, and of i % i" the face of god himself." A: 
a more delicious //oj// than the oft sung nectar : would have it, the editor has a script 
of the gods. j sod of his own to support, and so ca 

The work is devoted to the advocacy of | l^f^-'t these objections of the goddist 
simplicity in diet, not from selfish but philo- '^ >■•< o"'y by evasion, or a species o 
sophical considerations, until the conclusion lectual cajolery quite unworthy tht 
is f»)rced upon the reader, that if the food -^'"^ disgraceful to the general sound; 
recommended be but half as nutritious as its i ^be reasoning employed, that the 
theory seems retLsonable, henceforth none i Korean supports his position. Wh 
other should be eaten. I *>biector cries " we must not run cou 

The' cardinal idea dwelt upon, is the in- ' the first command in scripture and 
valuable one of self- re form ; which strongly , Ji<>d's face," instead of finding all reft 
recoihmends itself to the readers of the to scriptures and gods boldly set asid 
Oracle: for they whi) aim at pouring cleans- tbe ([Uestion debated on its true gr 
ing streams tlirongh the augean stables of health and utility, the rej)ly is, " w 
reiigion, would wisel}', if not already done, " dares to disobey god or his command: 
eat a few refreshing sluices i'l the direction expect to experience the painful co«s< 
of home. lie would be a bold man who . t-**^*** which are as sure as the comniis^ 
should es.say to correct the vices of the age, ' tbe disobedient act." This answer, 
but any one may take the next bold step to "estly made, cohfir'ms the objections 
it, viz., that of cefnsing in his conduct to intemled to refute. Kut the editor's , 
imitate thein. lie may be an enthn»ia<t .V"'^ or lore^ or some other concc; 
wlio expects to reform mankind, but he fails "-"d this dissembling being unremark 
in his first and most important duty who the opponent, there follows a contem 
iieclccts to reform himselr. Great men are triumph of religious legerdemain. A 
often the slaves of little vices. As that '^ utterly unworthy of the noble subjc 
charity which is worth anything must begin ou-sed, and it is gratifying to find sucl 
at home, so must that reform which is to be ti-'rfu|?es nowhere employed except wh( 
})Otent and permanent. It is unfortunately liK'o^i is in the way. Disiogenuousne 
a w. 11 founded reproach thai political reform- i '""SB ojily to the /^'ods. G. J. 

ers appear better managers of the state than 
of their own households. I have little 
faith in that love of all mankind which en- 
ables its possessor to neglect that portion 
having the strongest and holiest claims upon 
him. Private corruption is no argument 
against pul)lic reformation, but an insupera- 
ble obstacle in the way of its j)erfection. 



Diul'-gmi /telirttm a (Vmrtist Pn'sntuiraiult/ieC 
of the Prisou . 
(%ipl(iin — \V hat is your nanm? Prisuner- 
( 'hiiplaiii —How ol (I aro you ? Pn'soner-Thix 
(Vm/tluin — W hat is y«)ur niligiDU ? 
J'/isiiu"r--S itw ! 1 know it to be an abou 

aud Jirij^riistiiigiiupiisitiouupdu the credulity c 

kind". Cfinjj'iiri — Get away I jjet a'.vayl 1 

licar a.iotluT word. 



individual accelerates general amendment. J^'*'^' ;J'^v the clmijlain calW on the pri-ot 

, J r II 1- I • I Kaid he had IjetMi and asked the art »vem>ir ii lis 

And as ot all policy, that is most sound the priMoner r.. stay away ironi chapel, 
which Secures the greatest immediate benefit /■'//v'/^'/-— V«*ry' well ! 1 have heard plf 



without endangering the chances of future 
good; so is self-retorm, of all others, the 
most valuable, since it is immediately bene- 
ficial to the individual, aud forms the only 
secure foundation of permanent, public im- 
provement, (/onsiderations of this useful 
kind are discussed in the pages of the ,' 
Jlealthian^ and supported on THE whole 
with ftound and healthy reason in}; worthy of 

iuvigoration s self. Nor are the instauces ol . 

failure uoiustructive, as the foUowiug vfVW ■. 



ymir di)Otrini'.>». Exit Chuplnlu. 



^ere aud there in the work dialogxies are \ 
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RELIGION. 

it. tBligiooi hsTe auliboriHud iDiiamerabli 
The Jews, inioxicated wiih tht 
rs of ibeir Rod, airogiited (he hKbt of 
mlntdDg wbole astions. Relyid, 
I«cm1iu or their god, tbe RoiduiP, 
I i«bh«a, oonquerrd and rma^^d 

The Arsblaug, encouraged hy their 
prophpt, earrird &n iitid aword amwig 
fibrietiansuid tbe Idoklon. The Chrii - 
', nnder pretext of exteiiding their bo 
1, hatB aften delnged both hemiiipber 



B religion 



T of "Good 



nji on tbe aide of tyranny, 
ir ijranl opprea*(: 



t of ths 



aun table tc 



Thitt 



i the rslikDce c 

I idtelli 
TCB^er ihemielve 

I fbr tbe Tilluioua attacka now malcinp 

• libtrtiu ot mm P Would tbe mo^t 

le of miukind be allowed to trample 

i tbe ■BpirnlionB of liberty, if re- 

- -' a nation instead of tbe i/od 

pnint P Kinpa and priests 

taeint to deii) with godx [ban 

( full veil that besi'eD ia 

■* thus a people 

B.lhrongb tbair trickeriea. Were 

" -Ktioiu of a world beyond tbe 

ll ttom tbe miqda of men, tbey 

« jnatneM of their anger appeal 

IS imaginary diiine rigkbt of idle va- 

a, to the oatDiBl right" of man. Were 

n «o enlightened, could Any Inuk with 

"^ r ftdinga eaie tbose of coatampt 

'"to faree of a " thanksgiTing " to a 

■trvenditiE monnpoliBta.bisbDpa^ and other 

pJPlea s "plentyfuii barTttl." When 

to tbe jury by Judge Tindat et 
p*ililig at the Bppoial couuiisHJon at 
di ulearly nhona Ibat the trbole uom 
<i naehinery oF |;UTprnment han^i upon 
—'y of tbe maitltadff, bul ahonld the 



people be trained Bcientificallr, the nholepite 
of mumuierj falls to thp ground, 

■' I would, in tonolu«ion (™d Jndge Tin- 
dil), furtbei auggeat that the effectniil, and 
onlj effectual, method of coDaleraoling the 
attempU oF unckeiiand daigning mtn U un- 
dermini the prinuiplea of ifae /sum- claMe« 
and to render then diKOnttnttil with the ex- 
tahlithed inalilutione of the country, il the 
diffusion of aound religiau* Imawledge fin 
loArrA there can bi no eieta '.) amtiDgat ibaae 
olaaaes who are the matt txjKutd to their at- 
tempts, and the eduoating their ohitdreD ID 
tbe/earofgod.wthatallmay betaoghtlhal 
obedieniw to the law of tbe land and la tlia 
goieroinent of the uounlry is due, not M k 
matter of cntopuUioii, but of principle and 

The beartleai, impudent tillninn, their 
iavir:Dr taught there ihaald be no temporat 
diitinctiDna. TV by does not the god vhom 
Ifaey say (Bncttons the " institutinae of tha 
enuDtry," make tbe "loner" cla-eea con- 
leoted "in thatatation in whii'h itbaapleaaed 
himaeir to call tbem> " Why aaet he not 
close their eyes to tbe inj'uatice, tyranny, and 
'ice ut hia ohoaeo few, the " higher " clasMi 
lareicellence.in all that ie d lag UBling and in- 

-fiUcd wirh bis own holy Kpiril P Why doet 
— -1 of bunr- ■■" 
It ebildi'ei . 

ippy pirtneni feel? No! their agoaiiiog 
-ies are more aweet to bia eara than the mo- 
Bio (rf Che qiberea, Than tbe tulanme adulatiom 
of the winged aeraphima anif tranklew oheru- 
biiDB, wheD they (wang their jewsbarpt, 
holy, holy, holy loVd, god ol 
mibaatb ! " What are the miniattira of the 
_. that tbey Ie»»^ 
their edpecial charge so easy a prey to the 
ioUB of " wicked and designing 
Read the Newgalecalendar ! In. 
atead of feeding their masler'n UdcIi, they rob 
id murder Ibem ! Inalead of fralcb-dDga 
I guard them, they are nolvea 10 worry tbem 
-and not content with goading iheui to mad- 
>aH and to tbe commiMlon of deeds ot vio- 

itlow|tD "^etdeath," and (.loat o«i th« 
QnauqiKiioei W "tun' Vn(^m» <^ 'ftufct mm 
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diabolical conduct ! * InHtead of practising 
virtue and honesty, they are committing 
adultery, whoring, and swindling ! Theirs a 
god of love, of truth, of morality ! The liars ! 
He is a ** concentration of abominations ** — 
the embodyment of pollution, of cruelty, and 
of vice ! Fit " ministers'' of such a master ! 

Truly has Tindal observed that they dread 
the " undermining of the principles of the 
lower classes," when that takes place their 
system of plunder is ended— their days Of 
wanton rioting in the ppoils of the widow and 
.-. the orphan will cease. After such contemp- 
"' tible jargon, employed by such a person for 
the purpose of crushing the advocates of an 
oppressed people, it is obviously the duty of 
every one to instruct his neighbour in the laws 
of nature— teaching that physics and not 
metaphysics must henceforth be his study^ 
that on this earth alone man must seek his 
true happiness— and that so long as a body 
of men are set apart for governing, so long 
will they make absurd laws, unsuited to man's 
nature. Blind leaders of the blind— quag- 
mires that engulph the victims of their delu- 
sion—clogs to the progressors — abandoned 
and profligate squanderers of a nation's 
wealth,, who say that a god made the world 
to be the sport of the basest of mankind. Fe- 
rocious as their god, they prey on the vitals 
of those they have duped, and are screened 
by the religion of Christ, who lays it down as 
a principle that we must renounce all defence 
of ooj^lelves ! The more we consider the de- 
testable nature of religion, the more convinced 
are wef.that its sole object is the gratifying 
the depraved passions of wretches who are a 
disgrace to the human form, and consider the 
advice once given to the agricultural labour- 
ers of this country very applicable to all at 
present, 

" Yours is a state of warfare, and your 
ground of quarrel the want of the necessaries 
of life in the midst of abundance. You see 
hoards of food, and you are starving. You 
see a government rioting in every sort of lux- 
ury and wasteful expenditure, and you, ever 
ready to labour, cannot find one of the com- 
forts of life. Neither your silence nor your 
patience has obtained for you the least re- 
spectful attention from the government. 
The more tame you have grown, the 
more you have been oppressed and despised, 
the more you have been trampled on ; and it 
is only now that you begin to display your 
physical as well as moral strength, that your 
cruel tyrants treat with you and offer terms 
of pacification. Your demands have been , so 
far, moderate and just, and any attempt to 

• The Rev. Benjamin Vale and Mrs. Mary Ann 

VaJe, whose hoose had been destroyed dnring the 

. late disturbances, occnpied (says a London paper) 

» prominent position in front of the court at the «af- 

n>rd Special Commimsion, during the trial of ttie xm- 

fyrtanate ereatares charged with the ofience. 
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stifle them by the threatened severity of tiur 
New Administration, will be so wicked as to 
justify your resistance even to death, and to U/e 
for life n'—Carlile, 

Down, then, with kings, priests, and lords! 
T. P. 

MORE STRIPES forGOD-MONGERY, 

BIBLEISM, AND BIGOTRY, 
AND A SPECIAL PARAGRAPH FOR FRIENDS. 

I PROCEED with the castigation of thoseno- 
torious offenders— the bible, the bigot, and 
the GOD, and will add — A few words fob 
OUR FRIENDS. A public whipping weekly 
or thereabouts, will do great service, afibrd 
a " wholesome example," and " check the 
commission of crime." The old Jew-book 
itself says *' spare the rod and spoil the child." 
It shall swallow its own physic. 

The bigot is impervious to reasoning or 
remonstrance. Draw a parallel, insdtate a 
comparison, deduce a conclusion, furnish la 
illustration not drawn from or supported bj 
his favorite god-book, and his dull eye emit! 
a vacant stare oris lighted up with fierce ma- 
lignity. I write not to enlighten bat to 
scourge them. I write daggers for the sab 
of Southwell, Holyoake, and the brave 
victims to religious persecution. This they 
can feel, and in giving them a taste of Idcoo- 
venience, and showing how clever they are 
in multiplying satire, denunciation, aud Ua^ 
phemy, they may obtain a great moral lesson, 
which if thrown away upon them will inflo- 
ence the larger mob of lookers on, hesitators, 
and semi -sceptics. On these latter my arga* 
ments will have their effect, as those of the 
various contributors to the Oracle have al- 
ready. It is most gratifying, parenthetical^ 
to observe, that our little penny publicatiaa 
is become a powerful engine, and is absolotely 
creating a public opinion of its own. Thii 
the position which I occupy enables me to 
know more fully than most others. Notwith- 
standing that Mr. Carlilb's atheistical 
agitation is over, notwithstanding that diii 
most eminently useful man now ccmsiden 
that his province is to theise and ckriatiamst 
in his peculiar way and with his peculiar in- 
terpretations ; despite of all this, I say, a 
growing atheistic public opinion is gaining 
ground. The god-notion of every sort most 
be examined, criticised, anidysed, dii- 
sected, and exposed in its uselessness, of- 
fensiveness, or hideoosness, till public seam 
and detestation shall banish the cheat fir 
ever. Oh, what a trinity of curses is ooi 
prised in the three words— god, bible, wd 
bigot ! This trinity, like the old trinity-m 
unity, must be crucified. As Voltaire u le- 
poned to have said, shall we say, and eoihaU 
we act. Our motto too shall be rnnm 
I'injame^ otush the wretch. 
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edged, half-denied, and continually disputed 
aiserable yiotim and victimiser— Je^us, we 
rill apply it to the old parent profligate, god 
imself, or rather the god notion. And no 
'od-notion lies more open to the shafts of ri- 
icale, the battery of denunciation, or the as. 
salts of reason than the beautifully inspin-d 
|»e8 of the Jew-books, old and new. A 
Irong and striking instance of the pernicious 
nd degrading influence of the Jew-hook is 
he miserable mental vassalage in which its 
otaries are held. By no other than a re- 
gioas discipline could an intelligent being, 
liDfersant with the elements of numbers, be 



heightened in the knowledge of the noble 
bands who are ready to advance in the same 
path. 

A high and noble office for us who are free 
is to succour and protect those who are im- 
mured for truth's sake. While we have ap- 
proved and admired they have energetically 
acted. The least we can do is to hold out a 
helping hand. And truly fraternal aid have 
we received, and generously have numbers 
come forward whose scanty earnings have 
been iniquitously abridged by 8tate and church 
spoliation, social and commercial rapine, and 
their own public and private beneflcence. Mr. 



cnnaded that three can be one and one three, j Carlile's kind and earnest appeal is worthy of 

U physics, to broach such a proposition the noble soul that so intrepidly withstood the 

^d be to call forth ridicule and contempt, holy alliance, and triple-i<ower, the foul-power, 

1 theology it wakes praise and admiration, rogue-power, and robber-power. Yet kindly 

^11 a shop customer that one loaf and one j and sympathetic as it was, I am glad to be 

keese are- three loaves and three cheeses, and able to say, and authoritiitively too, that nu- 

fcions of Bedlaro will flit across his brain. 

<^ a church customer that there is a god the 

ttbr, aad a god the son, and a god the holy 

VMt, and yet that these three are but one, 

^ he will pay you for the information. So 

**t is the diffeience between physics and 

*Iogy. The bible slavery is the prolific 

■eot of all other slavery. He who is slave 

Ijis biWe is readily fitted for the similar 

I'adation of intellectual and moral bondage { like all other god worshippers, have had their 

'Ociety. A pitiable spectacle truly is he ~ 

^» under the influence of written or oral 

Osition, creeds, or pretences suflers him- 

to be severed in sympathy and brother- 
1 from his fellowmen. Execrable are 
^ who convert the feeling of dislike into 
^ct of persecution. A truly contemptible 
Qt ifl he, who surrounded by all the trap- 
rs and appliances of authority, mentally 
'Ches before the superior moral power and 
'mge of the very man who is dragged to 
tribunal. This we have seen from the 
*■ of Eldon dov^hward. But how shall we 

words to express the base delinquency, 

Pbal turpitude of those educated hypocrites 

fully aware of the hollow trickeries of 

god proclaimers of all kinds, from the 
's to the Mormonites, basely follow in the 
m of popular delusion, and instead of 
fenuDg the torrent of religions rancour as- 
in yelling on the bigots to the work of in- 
toratioa or blood .^ Continually do we 

men on the bench, at the bar, and per- 
Hng high political, commercial, or pro- 
iooal functions sullying their honor and 
tally debasing themselves by truckling to 
vile prejudices that prevail around them. 
I few public men that stand out as ex- 
les of the 'moral courage so eminently 
niDg the objects of our special protection, 

Biserably few. The great and noble 
t of getting the example and leading the 
;lim8 been performed by the self-devoted 
Ihotors of this publication. They are the 



merous contributions have been received and 
much assistance has been rendered. The 
amount, though not adequate to the require- 
ments, may l^ deemed connide ruble, if we 
consider whence it has been principally 
derived. The stigman should be fixed, with 
some admirable exceptions, on those whose 
purses are as plethoric as their donations have 
been scant}^ The mammon -worshippers, 

lippers, have had their 
" hearts hardened " by their idol. The auri 
sacra/itmes (how apt the synouime, sacred a,ud 
cursed), the accursed lust of gold of the Ro- 
mans, is no less the baulk in our iron com- 
mercial days of all human sympathies and 
tenderness. Whenever goddism comes in at 
the door, humanity flies out at the window. 
Whether it be a bible-god era eounting-house- 
god, the results take a similar direction. 

Blood and plunder for the Jew-god; fa- 
mine and peculation for the mammon -god. 
It is a great omission in the Jew-Christian 
list of god-almighties, " angels and lucifers," 
to leave out the chiefest of all the idolatries 
— the mammon idolatry. Be it our task to 
supply the vacancy. All or none, we say. 
If they try to force their gods upon us we will 
help to a few more. We will be fruitful and 
multiply and replenish the earth. To the 
holy Jehovah, the holy Christ, the holy ghost, 
and the holy virgin, we will add the holy 
mammon, a much more respectable and re- 
spected god in reality in our days than any 
of the other lot. The lords of the earth and 
the fat things of the earth with the mammon- 
power will crush down the sons of labour, the 
rightful inheritors of the soil, till idolatry 
ceases. Down then with the god, and the 
cross, and the altar. Man shall not till then 
walk erect and stately in the might and grace 
and dignity and beauty of moral and intel- 
lectual and physical perfection'. Our work is 
now being ably and bravely accomplished. 
Another yet remains to take the fleld. Axi 
liberators and oar satisfaction iamtenfie\y \ ally is wanted. TYie R«publicaKv\*^^^V^'^^ 
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added to the AtheUt. The ATHEIST and | cocoygis, the ramii bone in^mao, which np- 
BEPUBLICAN together will emancipate 
mankind. Speedily may we see the accom- 
plishment of this adliance. May the '* Athe- 
ist and Republican ** again appear (of the 
near probability of which event some intima- 
tion has been received), and may it carry on 
with more elevation of thought, strict ad- 
herence to principle, accuracy of reasoning, 
and intrepid energy the war against tyranny 
and folly. The Oracle would, I know, hail 
its appearance, under able and honest cou-' 
duct, with delight, as a worthy and powerful 
eoadjutor. M. Q. R. 



ports the oil gland, and affords a firm bam 
to the tail feathers.) 

Table of the Vertebne in Birdt, 

ORDER RAPTORBS. i CURSORBS. 

Species. C. D. S. CASpeeies. C. D. S. & 
Vnltare ..13.. 7..11..7JO8trieh....l8..10..17.J 
Eagle ....IS.. 8..11..8Ca880waTy 16..10..19..7 
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SpuTow-hkil.. 8.. 11.. 8 
Kite ......l^c. O..I1..0 

Hawk-owl .11.. 8.. 11.. 8 
INSE8S0RES. 



Emeu ....19.. 9..19..t 

ORALLATORBi. 

Heron ....18.. 7.. 10. J 



Fly-catcher 10.. 8. .10. .8 Crane ....19.. 9..11.J 
Blackbird.. 11.. 8.. 10.. 7 Spoonbill.. 17.. 7..U.J 

" Avoset ....14.. 9..10.J 



Crow. .....13. . 8. .13. .7 

Magpie ....13. . 8. .13.. 8 
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XXI T. 

I AM sorry to hear it said that some of my 
readers find a difficulty in following me in 
my latter articles, in consequence of the 
te'hnical terms used therein. This is a 
difficulty inseparable from the subject, as I 
proposed to treat it, but I have endeavoured 
on every occasion to make myself under- 
stood by attaching the literal signification 
to the scientific terms, where I conceived it 
necessary. By this means I hoped to serve 
a double purpose : show the reader the points 
of analogy between himself and other ani- 
mals, and at the same time enlighten him as 
to the meaning of the words used by philo- 
sophers in describing such parts, the igno- 
rance of which meaning has hitherto kept 
them from examining the facts daily before 
their eyes. I will however, as far as in my 
power, remove the cause for complaint. 

In describing the class aves, or birds, I shall 
avail myself of much of the valuable matter 
contained in an article in the Cyclopedia of 
Anatomy and Physiology,'' by Mr. Owen. 
He divides the class into the following orders : 
1. Raptores, birds of prey, or raveners ; 2. 
Insessores, perchers ; 3. Scansores, climbers ; 
4. Rasores, scratchers; 5. Cursores, coursers; 
6. Grailatores, waders ; 7. Natatores, swim- 
mers. 

1 he bones of birds are remarkable for 
being permeated by atmospheric air, for 
their compact and laminated texture, their 
white colour, and their fragility, owing to a 
preponderance of phosphate of lime. The 
vertebra are the first bones observed in the 
development of the osseous system of birds, 
and of all parts of this system they present 
the fewest variations. The following is a 



Jay 12.. 7.. 11.. 8 Woodcock 18.. 7..1S.J 

«. ,. .« « .. -* Curlew... .13.. 8..10.^»" 

Ojster- 
cmtcher..l2.. 9. .IS. J 

Coot 15..10..1S.« 

Flamingo.. 18.. 7..UiJ 



Plover ....15.. 8..10..7 



Starling ..10.. 8.. 10. .9 
Bnll-findi 10.. 6.. 11.. 6 
Sparrow ..9.. 9.. 10. .7 
Goldfinch.. 11.. 8.. 11.. 8 

Lark 11.. 9. .10. ^7 

Redlnreast 10.. 8.. 10. .8 
Swallow ..11.. 8. .11.. 9 
Hamming bU.. 9.. 10. .8 

SCANSORES. 
Woodpeckrl2.. 8. .10.. 9 
Parrot ....11.. 9.. 11.. 8 

RASORES. 
Pigeon ....13.. 7.. 13. .7 
Peacock ..14.. 7.. 12. .8 
Pheasant,. 13.. 7.. 15.. 5 
Turkey.... 15.. 7.. 10. .5 
Crested Ca- 
rasaow ..15.. 8.. 10. .7 



NATATORES. 
Pelican.... 16.. 7..14.i 
Cormorant 16.. 9.. U.J 

Gull 12.. 8..11.J 

Catarrhae- 
tee . ■ . . . .19. . y..i««i 

Swan 23. .11. .U«J 

GFooM •••.15..10..Uti 
Duck... ...14.. 8..U.J 

Sheldrake.. 16.. 11.. I1.J 
Merganeer 15.. 8..1S«« 
Grebe ....14..10..1S.J 



useful table of the vertebrs of birds,which are , ^has a flat skull and a flat biil, has so 



divided into eervical (vertebrA of the neck)^' 
dorsal (of the back), sacral (the false verte- 
bras in man, which guards the nerves issuing 
from the under end of the spinal marrow, 
defends the back part of the pelvis, and gives 
crigtD to t6e muselca moving the tfunV. an^ 



The bones of the face correspond 
number and position to those of themami 
lia, the next class above, especially the i 
rodentia or gnawers, the rat, &c. Then I 
more uniformity observed in the skolli 
birds than in any other class of the vertet 
department It generally presents the ' 
of a five-sided pyramid, the base repi 
by the occiput, or back of the cranium, i 
apex by the bill. Mr. Charles White, iol 
work upon gradation, has the followiofi 
marks upon the form of the skull in M:J 

*' It it observable that no animal, ' 
bird or quadruped, that approaches nsirj 
man in its faculties or energies, has i ' 
skull. Lavater, speaking of birds, 
* Their distinction of character or graA 
of passive and active powers, is exprsMil 
the following physiognomical vi ' 

the form of the skull : the more flat thti 
the more weak, flexible, tender, and 
is the character of the animal. This I 
contains less, and resbts less. By the! 
breadth, and arching or obliquity of 
beaks — and here again we find, that 
there is arching, there is a greater eit 
docility and capacity*' The goose. 



sense, that its nao^ is proverbial; Iwt 
ostrich, which has the flattest skoU tad I 
flattest bill of all birds, is of all 
whether birds or quadmpeds,tha most! 
having no sense that we know of ia 
taow. IXfMms neitlier to have thi 



tbifch), and caudal of coccyi^ttAl ^Ctom o&X ol uaaWv^mh ^V tniut^ %a 'tv valm M 
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in toad, but wilt mt 
tttXM, or iron nails indiicrj mi 
f the drkwinjo whicb 1 hiv 



Baa thej represent, >ud Ihe vfes much 
[cr, and placed highrr In the head, la 
I, it has the flattett ikutl ot suy animal 
■■ acquainted with, the imulluit bead in 
DTtion trj rhe body, sad Ihe larKeit tjta 
n proportion to the head i >0 that, DOing 
b the imallneit and flatn<^ or the head, 
■md ibe rize oF the ban]' nocketi wbicb con- 
un «uch large ejei, there it very lillla room 
P for cerebram or crrebeUttin. 

" The paiTot(/iji((orui) which i«of the order 
oljiiar, Di piet (See Kerr'i Liuaisus], if a 
I (eaiu of birds reinurkuble Tor the hookedties 
I of Iheit bill), for Ihe largeneH of their heads, 
y and also ot the tongue, nhich is bluiit, 
roanded, aud fleshy. This genus conuina 
' ~ ~ II species (according to UuDEBiiB, one 

I tribe pecaliartj distinguished from all others. 
It may, hoireier, be considered as holding 
I Iha lame place among birds as Ibut of apes 
■- juid mookeys does amongst the mamnuilia 
[^he natural loice ofparruti is loud, harsh, 
mpleasani; but they imitate a variety 
inds, and particularly tbe human voice, 
learning to a/ticulate words with ro- 
parkable preciHioa. 
" It woatd be unneceasaiy to relate parti- 
instances of the great docility or par- 
n acquiriaK speech, as the fact is gen- 
erally known. But it should not be under- 
.Mood that they are destitute of thought aud 
rcflectioD about what they speak, since many 
intheatic instances might be adduced of 
■aviog discovered much reflection and dis- 
Iminalive accnracy in the applicatiott of 
girspeech to particnlar occBsious. Amongst 
reral well-antheuticated particulars which 
4« eome to my kuowledge, evincing a 
niiderable degree oFratioi " 
Ibe rollowing: A reipecU 
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a parrot nhich I have seen, and 

i (peak, of nhich he gnve me an ac- 

It to Ibe following purport. When hao- 

«he says, 'Is there nothinR for Poll? 

liVBpollahit,Jacky.gii'e Pollahit.' And 

Ition be Dot paid to her eutreattes, she 

ber toiue, and crivs, ' What the devil, 

libera nothing for Poll?' On hearing the 

is in the habit of 

»>, ''Well, Mr. M. how are you? what 
1 Uutlhs beariily. To tht 
I out ■ Turk, T ■ ■ 
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mpttoanuL.) 
rs, sue ».„ cry. 'Come here. 
. .._B here Turk! D-njou,cume 
IcnP To lbrpou]li7 ibe will call, 'Chock 



and fright them iway agaia. 



gins to call the horses by tiieir i 
■Come Wfaitefoot, come Peacock: 
lad, come — back — whoop — back — 
When her majiter is scolding the servi 
the dye-houae, she runs over her who 
cabulary of words vllb great rapidity ; 
upon her perch and dovn again, shal 



d evuioing m 






In 



will say, 'Tak 
when it rains, or the day begins t 
will call out, 'Take Poll in.' T 
dinary parrot will laugh, sing, an 

"Dr. Mourosays,' In oae species of bird 
(tbe parrot) 1 luug ago remarked that thr 
pupil was affected by the passions of tha 
mind ofthe animal, independent of the light 
upon the eye.' — Monro on the Ncrnou* 
Sj/sltn, page 96. Hume say, that the to 
□r this bird somewhat resemblestbalof i 
and by this coniurmaiiou they pretend, 

qualified M imitate the human speech. 



liut a 



shy w 
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!, tbongh it 
uuld articulate distinctly." 
The anterior exlreinit; of this dots, 
e mammalia, consists of shoulder, 
rvarra, aud band. 

SYMBOLIC WURdHIP. 



very steady and sober reader must forgiva 
the vagaries in aaticip8tioi< of thepro" 
erudition which will be displayed in 



A VEar curious research, indeed, is that of 
gnd-womhip and god-»igns. Never 
famacies so sublimely absurd, to profoundly 
ridiculoua, so Tevoltiugly odious, so disgua* 
ingly filthy, m repulsive, ludicrous, eo'i 
templible, hnmiliating, In fins, so incoi 
griiuns and chaotic, occupied the mind of 
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exhausted in the inf^eiiious devices of god- 
worship, devil-worship, beast-worship, true 
worship, and "stock-and-stone '' worship. 
Vet still illimitable have been all the symboli- 
cal varieties as long as the god idea has con- 
tinued to possess the mind. The present 
god ridden generation, in its pseudo- philoso- 
phic complacency hugs itself in the notion of 
superiority in this respect, fancying itsie- 
finements and super-refinements, its fine 
drawn distinctions and metaphysical subtil - 
ties entitle it to a much hig:her place in in- 
tellectual advancement than the '' benighted " 
heathen. They sneer at the three-headed 
dog of the ancients and set up a three- 
headed god of their own. They decry the 
naughty tricks of Jove and laud the carnal 
pranks of the holy ghost. The infernal Pluto, 
whom they set at naught, is really a much 
more dignified personage than Old Nick with 
his horns, hoofs, and tail. A common 
satyr would make as good a deity. Our 
modern wiseacres affect to despise old Plu- 
tus, the ancient and original god of riches, 
while they worship Mammon, a counting- 
house and bill- brokering sort of god, with 
all their might and main. They have no 
business to plump themselves on their inno- 
vations in these respects, which are in sooth 
any thing but improvements. The fact is, 
we are neither more sublime nor more poeti- 
cal than the goddites of old, and for variety 
they beat us hollow. What a pitiful figure 
god the father, god the son, and god the 
holy ghost would cut, with the Virgin Mary 
titirown into the bargain, in presence of the 
August Juno, the imperial Jove, the incom- 
tni^ble Venus, and the glorious Apollo, and 
the rest of the radiant host. Our Beelzebub, 
poor devil, gets not a spoonful of the celes- 
tial syllabubs, while Pluto's presence at the 
festive board would be hailed with celestial 
acclamation. Then there are the cherubim 
and seraphim which continually do sing. 
These little object'* must be satisfied with 
smelling these good things afar off; flapping 
their little disconsolate wings.while Abraham, 
and Isaac, and Jacob, and Peter, and Paul, 
and the rest of the gang are enjoying them- 
selves. They can't even take a chair at the 
feast, for alas, poor things ! they have no 
convenience for sitting; what a sad condi- 
tion compared with that of young loves of 
the realms of nectar and ambrosia, banquet- 
ing, revelling, and inhaling sweet odors — 
but *' comparisons are odorous-,*' as AJrs. 
MaUiprop says. The new gods really haven't 
a chance, they must give in and acknowledge 
themselves beaten. It is only the mole-eyed 
god- mongers of this perverse generation that 
cry their idols up as the naghtiest and 
grandest gods that ever were invented. How 
our grandsons and great grandsons (for it 
is only a matter of time) will laugh when 
358 



the J come to compare notes. A plagne on 
both your houses, will they say. They will 
kick the gods to the devil, the devil they'll 
take by the horns, and hell will end ia a 
bottle of smoke. But after all the rows and 
disturbances, and dungeonings, and strip, 
pings, and wastings that we have given >and 
received in our pious phrenzies to " protect ''. 
our respective gods, it will be pretty certain' 
that these ragings and eccentricities wjl( 
become historic wonders to very babes. Thei 
theological department of their museums 
will exhibit most extraordinary specimens; 
and the monstrosities of the god ftnd devil 
sections will excite amaztng interest. 

Etzler* has some divertingspeculations con- 
cerning the museums of a forthcoming and 
less benighted generation. He pictures a 
mama or papa thus describing the varions 
antiquities :**See here a coat of many coloured 
patches sown together in a particular man- 
ner, there are some hundred thousand stitches 
in this little coat, it is made of many thou- 
sand fine threads and protects neither against 
wet nor heat, and very poorly against cold; 
it rather soaks the water in. They were 
made only for show, and mo.<(t people were 
eager to possess several of such coats of dif- 
ferent colours and make for different occa- 
sions, and thought themselves only then to 
be decent pet>ple."* Suppose we were to 
speculate in like manner. We might sup- 
pose the attention directed to the theological 
department. The diversified pictures and 
images of gods and goddesses, angels and 
devils, and other supernaturals, might be the 
subjects of explanation. In Etzler's museum 
of the future, we might suppose among the 
curious antique specimens of symbol worship, 
such a one as the following. In a chrystal 
vase hermetically closed might be seen & 
small wafer. Observe, would a parent say 
to his children, one of the multifarious forms 
of deity. This was in vogue for ages after 
the spread of a religiou called Christianity, 
and for some years even after the introduc- 
tion of steam-navigation, railway-locomo- 
tion, electrical telegraphs, and other clever 
but superceded inventions. A numerous 
and widely spread section of the sect called 
Christians, believed that the bits of bread, 
such as the enclosed specimen, were by a 
particular process converted into bits of 
divinity. It was considered a paramount 
duty by this variety of the god- believers of 
tho.se days to swallow ihonthly, or at shorter 
intervals, such bits of bread, which being at 
one and the same time real flesh and blood, 
and real god almighty to boot, became in- 
corporated with and helped to regenerate 
the sinners whose ancestors had offended 

• In his "Paradise within the reach of all,"* 
wotV. ot V)i\« \d%Vi&at. ^euvTis and worthy of oniveraal 
■pcraaaV. 



I ttid god-Blmightj 6000 je^n before, for 
nog eateo an apple whicb he wanted to 
!p for hira»)r. After making and baking 
or cnin god and serving him up far Ian- 
ton or lupper, these godly people uied to 

■HI was the true form. A tremendons per- 

trtei lbatgod'a1iiii^htynB<i three-headed, 
dtl)OK who maintained that be was only 
^-beaded. And tba faTourite mode or 
K^miDini! the eontroverejr wiu by (be pit- 
J, tbe whip, or the Hake. Aa late even 
the year 1843, of their Cbriatian era, 
RTHwKU., Uui.io*aB, and olben, con- 
^tora of an ante-thEiitical ajid penny pub- 
nion, wett imprieoned and fined (that ii, 
de to pay a certain number of pieces ot 
low metal, whicb many hare asserted to 
the trae gods afterall), beeause they eon- 
ded that, in their opinion, there was no 
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the extraordinary va);arie 
called themsclvea enlif;hlcned, 

them, hully Ihem, or buy them 
bangs of the god-notion of ooe 
for the god-DOtion of anotbei 
M. Q. R. 



if he never vaw vi mpple fall 

d be equally pertinenl (lut be 

. famoiu day. One might mko 
laa sffTBT read in Che biblo of die mill- 
jne dswii at TMm ob tba bead of 
r of the tower of Siloau IhM feU: 
h IheApoitTdphea. ^^ Oh happy time," 

I been thcu left in tbe dark by ■eLeaae 
»te>, litUs wonder I wa> left there by 
h deaderLB tbe fHcoltiu of tLooght- 
eA4 of pureeplioD which miiBt be ex- 
iLronameT, ought euUy to be pardoned 



re laboured a 






WHY ARE YTE ATHEISTS F 

.. EdITOB. — "A man of feeling," ■■ I 
ttbiuly termed by W.C.,ii not, I piftinBH 



T.C'aGritpoiat ie, that the didcOTery of want 

miiar caoje bae Led me to deteet cbriatianiiy. 
eUeie the idea intended t« he conteyed in hii 

). Ny discarding chtijlianity aroae (an 1 hare 
Ed) frnm perceiving flagnnt contradiclioiu in ita 
iaradtdal doctrinei, and when I perceive the 
le in atheism, ar any othar syalem, I ahgll r^ect 

mnst acknowledge having mietaken hie re- 
rks to whieb my foFmer letter referred. 1 per. 
* he admits that the eontemplatiou ef human 
tdKdaees may awaken atheism. His words 

Maekintosb. in Ne. 36, is (bat I believedanih 
flats migbt be." Bat, as if HCf^tical of the very 
^asion QlDS made, be indulges in a very iogeni. 



pon my belief. If I had it ' 



The anecdote quoted by W. C. teora tbe report 

a Little Chriitian in^tmiuncy — the most common 
tbmg in the world. If Imiatake not, W.C. quoted 
in a latter No. of the Oradi, an eitraot from Dale 
Otven, Avhich proved Christian amsitfencif 10 be im- 



reeding likely to be right. 



r improbable in 
tLie change spoken 
ts. Whatever 
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With regard to other matters itk W. C.'« reply to 
my letter, 1 add a few remarka m the order they are 
required. W. C. aaya that I " conclude there can- 
not be a god of love, becanae man in not perfectly 
happy." Bat either my pen has belied my intention, 
or he has mistaken my meaning. Deeming, as I 
did, that god was aJU$ and anxious to remove all 
misery, the existence of pain on earth, or in Qeor- 
ginm Sidns, in men or in worms appeared, when 
I reasoned npon the matter, to invalidate my fiuth. 

W. C. farther contends that ''from nature no ar- 
gument can be drawn against the existence of a god 
of love, if a god existo at all." Snch is not my 
opinion. I rather agree with Mc Neil, whom 
W. C. quotes, who nays. "In external creation, 
exclusively and adequately contemplated, there is 
no escape from manichnnism. It is in vain to say 
that the death of the inferior creatures is a blessing 
to man ; for irAy in the creation of a god of love 
should any such necessity exist?" It would be 
difficult for me to halt between Christianity and 
atheism unless it was with Arimanus. 

"Our firiend," says W. C. *' was evidently a man 
of one idea." Since that one was erroneous is it 
not lucky he had so few of the sort ? 

I fully believe in the diaintereAted nature of W . 
C.'s exertbns and the excellency of his motives. 
Hu answer to the question, ** What principles will 
infallibly keep us Athelste," ii clever, and betrays a 
shrewd acquaintance with the subject. He is not 
quite so hi^py in his remark on the immutable 
nature of X\i» probabUUies on which atheism rests. 
Though I cannot, myself, conceive what facte can 
arise to disturb the Atheist's conclusions npon the 
eternity and i^finUg ot matter ^ still I should be loath 
to usjrt ** that no subsequent facte that may be 
discovered can destroy that probability." Such 
broad assertions have been fashionable on all theo- 
ries, but never modest; and seldom safe. 

When I said, "if our children do not see the 
reason for disgust at religion we do so much the 
better," the fact was before me, that religion, though 
false in ito every protean shape, is yet a thing of 
degree. Protestantism, though less conustent, ii 
preferable to Catholicism, and unltarianism is pre- 
ferable to either ; and hoping that if not exploded 
they might, before another generation be so modi- 
fied by science and reason as to be less objects of 
disgust than they now are, I said, " so much the 
better"— "so much the worse," nrjoins W.'c. I 
think he mistook my meaning- 

Finally, W. C. makes a distinction between an 
Atheist krom. feeling^ and one from .conviction, but 
if there is any difference between feeling and convic' 
tion^ I have yet to see it displayed. It was laid 
. down in my letter that my notions of deity included 
the belief that he was all powerful and coiUd, all 
willing and would remove evil — and it is clear the 
existence of such a combination would compel the 
removal of evil. The existence of evil is therefore 
a flat contradiction of my religious snpposition or 
belief. Now it matterH little whether men /eel or 
are eonoiaced of contradictions (supposing these 
term? to mean different things), incongruities 
art) alike fatal to faith and facto, to Christian or 
atheistical propositions^ and it iieemA to me most 
reasonable to reject anything composed of snch ma- 
terials. The sufferings of humanity ^a component 
part of the contradictions in question) oein^j; matter 
ofjee'ing can hardly be esteemed lesa \ev;.vlVm&td on 
^tbst •oooont. Th0 eonvictkm Ktms m Mnuk^i^a 
S6Q 



any inference arrived at by Euclid, or woriEed iri 
bv Euler or BenouUia. I have ret tn latm Ai 
tne conclusions obtained throuf^ the 
the/wKs^ are not aa legitimate aa the eool 
tiona of mathemadcal iiivestigationa. 

I i^ree with W. C. that tte eternity and iniit^ 
of matter are excellent grounds to take, and bM 
found much pleasure in investigating those mI 
other reasons for atheism. It is likdy tiiat km 
persons who have been led to the consideratimi tf 
atheism, will stop without examining the solriMtk. 
every way: for while the Christian is frignfeMl, 
from the investigation, it is the interest of tb 
atheist to pursue it for the sake of complete mM^ 
faction. Smce men are so little affected bj 1m 
properties of matter, and so easily and powaiU^f 
moved by the sense of pain, wrong, and oparatwifc 
it seems wise to lay hold of snch powerful itini 
for awakening reflection on the tolly of 
religious beli^. But if snch processes o 
should prove ** vnrensoning " and nnaatii^Mtar^l 
them be relinquished ! Employ others, thoi^oji 
summer's dust and protracted as the mmem 
Be just, though a convert is not made in a entv 
I am Mr. Editor, not Makensie's, but W. G? 

"Man op Fbeuhq.*' 

SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
For the Anti- Persecution (huom. 

Parkin Brothers J9 I 

L. White 1 

Homo --- --. 91 

W.Brooks 1 

Collection at the Hall of Scienee, on Satnr- 
day Evening, October 8th, for Mrs. 
Holyoake OIll 

Erbatdn— In Oracle 43, instead of Col- 
lector 9d., it should be Collector No. 9 r 

Received by Mr. Holyoake, firom lauw 
Ironside, Esq., Sheineld jfl t 

In aid of Messrs. Southwell, Holyoake^ 
Adams, the Martyrs to Tmth^ with tba mn 
sympathy of a few friends in Kirkaldy • OB' 

Received post-office order for iSie above, aali 
rected payment at Bristol, to Mr. Soi|idi«fO'll 
count. Having a promised remittance tnm t 
castle-upon-Tyne, can r^ulate the diviaioa' 
that and others hoped for. Future addreMlil 
Enfield Highway, Middlesex, not Bristol. 

Richard CABLOAi 

Received — Two communications firom R. 
— R. N. K. — Jamea Monk. 

Youthful Piettt.— " Mother," i^J 
sick boy in a raral district, '* shall I tt' 
'* Some time or other you will, my dear/ 
I hope not now.'* " If I were to dia 
should I go to heaven, mother V* *' I 
so, love." *< Should I fly there P»* * 1 
pact so,'' said the mother, '* all aDgcb ' 
wings." ** Then," said the youthful i' 
lellef evidently delighted with his aviali 
sion, *' I'll cateh crows as I go." 
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^. COLLOQUIES ON RF.LIGION AND 
\. RELIGIOUsS KDUCATIDN. 

*^. '.Pbw works have tended moro to pnuliii;!* that 
»■ ,lineof Socialist policy olti'ii dcprei-ati'd in tlie 

* .SageHof the Oracle than th'»sj; of tin? author 
! . Hampden in the Nineteenth Century." 
. .The " Colloquies on Relijfion and lleli.uious 

* -Education," a sequel t'j the preceding work, 
\ ,» pre-eminently distinguished for its concilia- 
r tory tone. But it is matter of serious douhr 
[ 'Whether the opposing claims of morality and 
r '.religion are capable of reconeilialion, con- 
ijBStently with that justness of thoiiirht which 
P.'^Mald characterise reformers. The foiiow- 
p.ing r^iiiark<), written at the request of a youn^ 
^^friend, upon the latter work, may, perhaps, 

,be acceptable to the readers of the Omrle. 
I The perusal of the *' Colloquies on Religion 

• and Reli;;ious Education'' has aflbrded me 
^less pleasure than attended the examination 
>t<<Df some former productions of the same ele- 

igant author. Of the object of the work, he- 
t aev.oleQce could scarcely speak too hi,u:hly, 
oWpd-the niost acetose misanthropy would fail 
.•tp fin^ matter for murmurinff:' Hut with ro- 
-j.gvd to the principles on which the author 
. leeommends his projects, I entertain a mean 
t opijajjOD. I question not his sincerity, but 
tdoobt the solidity of his reasoning:. To mt' 
;- itifl matter of reprret that the important su- 
*. peratructure of human advancement should 
.everlastingly be rested on the dreamy founda- 

• tions of theology. The elevated morality of 
:; tile sentiments advocated is marred hy an un- 
•■ happy union with sublime nonsense. It 
.would seem that the refinements of int-.'llect, 
.like those of civilisation, terminate only in 
•^trommaoy. Before my eyes the hriilianey 

• of natural and philosophic truth grows dim 
aod obscure seen through the hazy medium 
of religion. It maybe that my convictions 

. will evaporate with the inexperience of youth, 
i and that I shall find that those substantial 
■.realities which form the ba<es of all true mo- 
^jraWtj — unleeis tacked to airy nothings— will 
^ make themselves wings and fly away. 
I In the early part of the book a personage, 
L^ith tha not inapplicable title of the G-erman 
MysliOj 'Contends for a *^ union with god as 
f the only condition on which a man can aid 
'hjeaBoIf or hi$ fellow -creatures,** Thin is a 
36J 



fair ypi'cimen of the discouraging philosophy 
of -ts |iaij»'S. If it be urged in ol)j« ction to 
this principle of the mystic that ])lnlosophers 
have never yet revealed to us what god i^•, it 
will be sjtyled either a noa-essential or a cy- 
nical dogmatism ; but until either philosophy 
or fanaticism does agree as to what god is, 
and al«*o points out very plainly the means 
of uni<#n with hint (her, or it), I know not' 
when the woild will be benefitted, if the mys- 
tic's condition of its improvement is as abso- 
lute as it is made by the author. 

Hut supposing; finite capacities at last en- 
abled to understand the infinite— lo compre- 
hend th(» incomprehensible, and a few other 
such trilling difficulties overcome, of what 
co:ictivable value to morality will be this all- 
n^Cess.l^y " union v.ith god.^" T!;ero is uo 
dead villain who subsisted on the coin ex- 
tracted tVi m the pockets oi helpless poverty, 
nor any living knave wh<» exists by. the rtii- 
pory of his fellow-men but has and can boast 
a "union with god,'* without any mnrtnl being 
able to disprove the truth of the connertiou. 

'J'he next fundamental principle advanced 
(p. 30) is infinitely more dangerous than the ' 
one just cited is discouraging. We are 
gravely told ** that all great virtues are of 
a'lt'sfial origin, and can never be found hy 
pen- trating the arena of nature ;" which is 
equivalent to saying, they can never be found 
at all, and makes morality depend upou those 
|)olluted sources whence Chri>«tians have' 
drawn that sickly thing— modern virtue, [f 
we jeaily can have no virtues liut those de- 
scended from the gods, emulation of good — 
the best principle of human iiature — is nip- 
ped in th<; bud, and men haviHg as yet b.'tn 
indebted to the jrods for nothing save vices, 
moral greatness becomes a chimera. " Thr* 
evantfelical party (mentioned p. 51) decry 
the piirsuit of natural philosophy becau-^e men 
are born for eternity, where all mvsteries will 
be revealed to them ;'' and from their^/i*ewti- 
scs it must be owned they reason lv\i:ica!lv. 
The only difference between them }uid the 
author of the "Colloquies" is, that he has 
high r and nobler aspira.tions. His error ap- 
pears to consist in this, he reasons from tU>.? 

re8u\tA Uomuiv TioVk\c\i'£»%^ 'Sj^^w.-a.^ SK^^•*.\»R.^^ 
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And Ghne«ian intelligeDee, while the trae ood. 
leqaonoM seem more likely to be, that mean- 
neaSf Imavery, and 8tupidity which have hi- 
therto formed the grand ingredients' of the 
Christian character. 

Unfortunately there are persons whose 
rapport seems nnattainable without pandering 
to their prejudices. To this class, which I 
think and hope is not large, the work may be 
attractive. But as far as my intercourse 
with such has gone, I have found that when 
liberal sentiments are addressed to them by a 
perscm of orthodox reputation, his labours are 
regarded as tending to vn6e/i>/, and are^itber 
eooUy examined or carefully shunned. Also, 
if the philosopher bedizens his enlarged views 
In the fashionable garb of piety, the perform- 
asoe it described as infidelity in disguise ; its 
Well-meant professions are looked upon as in- 
sidioQi advances— truth is neglected from its 
close ptopinquity with suspected hypocrisy, 
and Wry often secret contempt is the only re- 
ward of philanthropy's delicate but mistaken 
pains. 

Should it appear that any material element 
proper to be taken into account, has escaped 
my notice, I am willing again to consider my 
opinions, if desired. Less frankness than I 
have employed in my remarks, might be more 
complimentary, but certainly not so useful to 
the philosopher, who from the chaff of op- 
posing convictions winnows the golden grain 
of truth. It is witii regret I have found my- 
self compelled to speak as I have of the work 
of a gentleman whose benevolence I have of- 
ten extolled, whose splendid talents I have 
always admired, and whose motives 1 highly 
appreciate. 

Since writing the preceding observations I 
have been told that they manife!<t the same 
intolerance towards the author of the book 
commented upon, as is shown by Christians 
towards myself. If it is meant by the intol- 
erance charged upon me, that I have as cor- 
dial an antipathy to the policy, or manner, in 
which his opinions are put forth as Christians 
entertain toward my sentiments — it is per- 
fectly true, I am intolerant. But if it is al- 
so implied that, like Christians, I would seek 
any other mode of combatting the author's 
opinions than that of expressing my own — it 
is false. Such intolerance I have never em* 
ployed. G. J. H. 
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GODLIES AND UNGODLIES. 

So the goddist bigots are wincing. The 
mild followers of the lowly Jesus are casting 
about for fresh snares. The ignorant be- 
lievers in the preposterous tales of the dirty 
Jew fanatics, Peter and Paul, and ^* the rest 
of the gang,'' are waxing wrath. Blessed 
are tbtt poor in spirit, say thete canlVng \m- 
poBton, ft echoes of the Nazarene, t\ie cYi\et 
inater; k/Msgd am th# poor in tpint. ivj 



ihef , and oat they rash at the beeli of At 
<* blue devils," to seize, handcuff, and immnn 
thotfe who deny their black devils and the 
chief of the devils the Jehovah devil. Thne^ 
wonderfully pious and holy, peace loving and 
forbearing Christian men are in a strange fix, 
they know not what to be at. The lash seesN 
to have told so well, the atlieistical knonthai 
been so well applied, and so fitly administered 
that they are roaring, cursing, sweating, ud 
making most hideous grimaces. They pod- 
tively jump about the Oracle office lib 
parched peas. It is the most comical diiqg 
in the world to see their gaping and stariofi 
and stealing sly glances, and sending or ilil- 
ing in to buy an Oracle^ and then bdtiDgii 
if the devil had them, hardly waiting ftr 
change. Then comes a wondeful cntefetlot| 
edging up towards the terrible shop at an as* 
gle of ninety, and drawing a tablet fron idi < 
poke notes down some " devil- worded*' pa- 
ragraph and stealthily makes off after thi 
accomplishment of the unheard of enterpriHi 
The Tory press are beginning to take Ai 
alarm, the fun now *' waxes fast and fntioBi.* 
And yet our friends don't all see the glittrf 
the thing. One says M.Q.B.'s " artids^J 
42 is not the thing. It is not to the pi"'" 
It rakes up dirt in heaps in onr pftA iki 
ficient quantities to make it noiSomr-4ttl 
wants utility. I do not see its aim." ^^'\ 
one would expect a critic acute enoagka 
see so far would have seen a little fiuMf 
He sees no utility in this theological seavei- 
gering. It is nothing in his estimatiai It 
rake the filthy and stagnant pools of JewiA 
and Christian mythology, to expose in *• 
face of public wonder and disgust the exi^ 
tence of the noisome and pestilential <^i^^^ 
and by a thorough clearance to freshen M 
purify the mental and moral atniOB|ih0fa 
Why Dr. Southwood Smith, the authoroHb 
admirable ** Philosophy of Health,'' saya ■ 
his " Sanatory Report," that ttie ha* 
nidus of malaria being left in a spot, monc 
less infects and pollutes the whole neigfabt^ 
hood. Is mental malaria to be set at noogktP 
Is nr>t the work of its removal a uiehil w 
honourable one ? But we give offence. W» 
ever heard of a good thing being done "^'^ 
out giving offence. Bpcmove their blc 
gorged, and bloated gods, and general 
and consternation takes place tmong 
Christian crew. Great is Diana «f 
Ephesians ! G-reat is the god of the 
and the Christians 1 In his early or J< 
god time, blood and blazes were his pi 
recreations. Throat-cuttings and borat 
ferings being every- day pastimes. T' 
tion, corruption, and " dirt in heaps "i 
left, forsooth, for the mythological nodli 
In his later, or Christ-god andghost-godj 
«t.\\\. VAnod and blazes under other * 
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quiIitlH nf hnmn Mature ohiek 
le the indivldiwl and «d<im the 
iDaii are diatorled And perrerted hy the can« 
of religion. Tne Alhei« might be « 
tiau, the Christian lould be a zeiloi, tha 
fornier wonid be ener^elic, the latter (a 
IhB former absIiQBte, the latter firio ; 
former iirbune yet resotatF, 
tyrant or a «late. Th* miod-debaiing in. 
fluencB of blind Faith, bloodf lacriHcer, paj- 
lioiiate godi, and hell Are i> leea by the 
Bltcrnatioii of fktrtDiM randonr and proaU 
tion of spirit wbich mayi the true Chriatif 
Those who »r» true to humnoii " ''- 

""• m 

line of the Clirlitiaiu, j 
not iheM peiKCUliirs, tbeie itiFuriileii, <tl^^_ 
driielien he incloded iii our ranki. Thij 
are not of ut. Of wham an the; then P 
AHoredljinotoribe Fn-elhinkert. The true, 
right, and proper Christian may not I 
identieal in leotlmenu, lympathira aod pu- 
HtiCh the lea benigbted sod debased 
goddites. But nhat doi!i thii tbnw otliEr 
than that the latter are lt»[ng their g 
and iiei|uirinj[ civiliBBtioii. They 
influenixd by the Bpirlt of the age 

religiou.. ec^^ ^ ^ 




■ebWra but on* ilaughter. Hell'a 
1, in all their ingenious varieties of 
Sure the dirt henps and tilth and 
iKWtrot.lest the delicate nostrils of the 
m ef the blood snitAng deiil-deltiei 
llDpleaaBDtly titillated. I remain of 
t opinion, and thinking at I do will 
to ply the OracaliiT hi 
goddism, aud loosen Ibe flood -gatti 
I opon the augean stable of Chrieti- 
They are offended are ihej ? They 
g offenoe, ehP They doti't mind 
Oiough.natfitbslaDdiDgtheirChri!!- 
if tuniing their innocent chops fat 
lap, and inconsialent rejeotion 
■uia of so eye for an eye and a 
h. Bui it is very well known that 
Ti the nther cheek " precept is only 

r: The hypocritical bumbuRS, witii 
their' mouths, and maligni^ in (heir 
g orouobing with tigi-r-lllce caotion 
1 tbe heterodox they 
baa viotiou. Bat every violim shall 
oother of tbe mythological fables, 
be the striking off of one . 
kued by another; It shall be tike 
to of the dragon'! teeth when forth 
HI armed men. Not offend them 
El Then let them keep 
f They may ^rosvl and glare liki 
IriU, and while 

I- most keep their ciaws in or rney 
Itaboored in Van Hamburg etjie. 
id theto, indeed ! They must first 
tarseente. Are they to immolate 
Ell^ii^ brothera ? And shall we 
e ihonght to 
l^atieal eainon. They have 
I, verily the free 
r bands of Infldels are oat led hood- 
liko the ( 

dun, they flee in disorder and eon. 
We are not compowd of blindly 

, „ but of thinking 

kning n^ <vpaUe of anting each 
(n aetsdnii . ■ 

tn folloii*VlbeerrDtly and lead with 

Tbe AtbeiM, unlike the Christian 

liriMianiij hat been sucked in, or 

, in, or rrightened into him, has ar- 

PieAtbeisI. neither tricked by prieils. 
7god-almigb(Jet, or frightened by 



■tor dii 

n^n 



faiou* or ahsQ 

r«aoclion, a 

MmrewMS hia iaforwutioa, eolurgei 

t, tmd ttreagtheoi fiiv jodgment. 



lEMly ovgr the pn^Jm- 

by atwhibg itseU tu 

digilAnim petfoTatVfl 

loirle whlob bends the Kmad ajii Dun the 

lalaniof Iho llog«). FronilhUdiBpasiliooit 

rendu, lh«l the more Uin joint* «™ Iwat. the fimer 

Iha bird reiiu u grwici, and the 

]nqiiH>rgr(hn>wiiifl Ou whole welgbt of their 
ootty on it, and so ei»Ym« ft« ^i™» . »"^>» ™^" 
ta inereuK Cba efliH b] &&Aii>« ui 
fcoiy, MiaeVw4i»iiBt ' '-"-' 
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T9^Bi withoat graaping a atone, or some ponderona 
body in the other foot. Flight, which is the moat 
characteriatic mode of progreMion in birds, U efTectod 
by the animal springing into the air ; or, where the 
lege are so short, and the wingti tto long that it can- 
not jnmp high enough to gain the requisite space 
for the expansion of the wing, it throws itself from 
some elevated point. The humerus is next rallied, 
and the fore-arm extended, a considerable extent of 
aorface thereby gained; the entire member being 
then forcibly depressed, the resistance which it re- 
ceivea from the air, eflFects the elevation of the bird ; 
velocity of flight depend-* upon the rapidity with 
which these strokes succeed each other. The eider- 
duck is supposed to fly 90 miles an hunr, the hawk 
150, and every one has heard of the falcon belonging 
to Henry IV. king of France, flying in one day from 
Fontainblcan to Malta, a distance of 1350 miles. 

The brain and spinal chord arc in this class de- 
veloped with more uniformity and perfection than in 
the cold-blooded reptilia, and boar a proportionate 
correspondence with the perfection of muscular 
enei^ which they pos8i>8s. In a pigeon weighing 
3360 grains without the feathers, the brain weighed 
37, and the spinal chord 11 grains=48. The brain 
of the bird differs from that of the reptile in the 
greater size of the cerebrum (situated in the upper 
part of the cranium, which it completely fills), and 
the inore complex structure of the cerebellum (situ- 
ated in the back and under part of the cranium) ; it 
differs from the brain of a mammal in the smaller 
aize of the cerebellum, and the rudimentary state of 
the fomor. The fornix is a continuation of the cor- 
pus callosum, a white substance so called from its 
being, s little fir(ner than the rest of the brain ; the 
fornix in man forms a sort of hollow ceiling, with 
ibor pillars, called comua, from their winding di- 
ivetion. The brain also differs from the brain of 
•very other vertebrate class in the inferior position of 
Ihe optic lobes. The membranes investing the brain 
differ but little from those of the mammalia. The 
nerves present but few striking peculiarities, being 
distributed nearly as they are in man. 

The peculiarities presented by the organs of vision 
coincide with the vigour of their respiratory, circula- 
tory, and locomotive systems. In all the other ver- 
tebrate classea we meet with instances where the 
eyes, if not absent, are at least rudiinentary, but in 
this class they are remarkable not only for their uni- 
form existence bat for their great size and perfect 
development. From the convexity of the anterior 
segment of theeyea, and their lateral location, birds 
command an extensive sphere of vision, and in many 
of the high-flying rapacious kind, the organ is pro- 
longed in front into a tubular form, but in aquatic 
birds the anterior half is more flattened. 

The organ of hearing resembles that of the crocodile 
there ia no cartilagenous external ear, and but a ru- 
dimentary concha (a large cavity), which, however, 
ia compensated for, especially in rapacious birds, by 
a peculiar arrangement of feath rs about the exter- 
nal meatus (from meo, to pass, a large canal leading 
inward and forwards to the org^n of hearing), which 
in general they can erect at wUl.ipo as to catch dis- 
tant sounds, and by that meani either flee from 
danger, or pttnrae their prey through dark and gloomy 
places. The external ear of owls ia fumiahed with 
M creseenUc fold of integoment 'm the form of a 
364 



valve. The cochlea (one of the winding* of tl 
byrinth of the ear), though more developed th 
reptiles, has not yet reached perfection, and 
other parts of the internal ear present no remarl 
pt'culiarities different from the inferior grades o 
next class. 

It is generally supposed birds of prey are g 

with an acute sense of smell, but the experimen 

Mr. Audubon go to prove the reverse opinion ; 

according to the researches of Scarpa, the foUoi 

Is the order in which it ia enjoyed, beginning y 

thoHe in which it ia moat acute : grallatores, a 

tores, raptores, scansorea, insessores, rasores. 

The organs of touch in birds are in the bills, 

' cire in the falconidae, the wattles of the cock, and 

caruncles of the turkey. This sense is very limil 

' in birdf), which is in some degree compensated i 

, by the free distribution of the fifth pair of nerreil 

: their horny bills, especially those of the aqoali 

I species, which procure their aliment from mud. 
I Some interesting particulars in connection will 
, the digestive and respiratory organs mnstbedcfoll 
till next week. 

I THE FREE INQUIRER'S WHY AND 
i BECAUSE. 

I WRITTEN BY CHARLES SOUTHWELL. 

Why are the terms nature and art so rariov^J 
interpreted and ill-understood ? 

Because of the corruption of laninHi^ 

i and the loose vagaried indefinite maoMril^ 

I which it is used by public and private tetdr^ 

I ers. Words have sometimes so nianyDMV' 

ings attached to them, that the mind ■ 

wearied in searching for the true one. AB 

' things, as before observed, are parts of ^ 

great whole or universe, sometimes etM 

nature ; what are called the works of art n* 

not distinct from nature, but merely ooew 

its offshoots, in the same manner that ^ 

branches of a tree are as much parti of ^ 

tree as the root. The hatchet which Uom' 

to fell the oak is just as much a part of ^ 

ture as the oak itself, and if nature mik^ 

the tool, nature makes the man; butthefl* 

is useful to use the word naiture ia a OHN* 

limited sense, and to call all those tblDgi 

or etf'ects natural which owe nothing to thi 

labour and ingenuity of man, and therefore ve 

say that the untrodden forest is the workw 

nature, while the cultivated garden, being tkl 

handy work of man, is artificial; inlftl 

manner the stormy and ever restless oceii 

is a stupendous natural object, whereas tkl 

peaceful lake, hollowed by the hands of 01%' 

is artiticial. The utility of the arts, ttj*| 

Bacon, is dominion over natural bodieii 

remedies, machines, and numberless otbtf 

particulars, though the schools, conteBtei 

with what spontaneously offers, and swoliei 

with their own discourses, neglect aud in ^ 

manner despise both things and works. TUl 

is further treated of by that illustrioiu mMii 

his ^^NovumOrganum/* when he stronglyii- 

culcates that knowledfe and power an ICCH 
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in ktinwlerlga isto I CHRISTIANITr AGAINST 






aud EbU9 produce new 
>rks he hn» procoeilfil 



nccicable for &rt In ubMiii tbe victury oiei 
atnre.imd swuaraat those who break into 
itra'HganC praises af human nature uiid the 
irt) in vogue, Uy themielveB out in ailnilr- 
a|the thing! (hey ulreul; pownH, and will 

Igm (0 be aheu1uc<]}' perrect and complete; 
MS •ho imngiue themaelvi:! Rlready got to 
be tup or thiiiga. Bud there rent wilhmit 
iiitlier inquiry ; heshrcvdlyadda that afnnd 
ipinioo Ibnl Ibey have already acqaired 
MOdh, ia a principal reason why they have 
cqnired so little. Nor is he more merciful 
nthoie neat and Tearful individuals nho, 
oaleat£d with their prcEeut scraps of know- 
figt, are greatly olannvd lest iu Retting 
lore they should ba tatinff' tlie reins of 
OTernment out of ihe hnndi of nature and 
■tling thim into tbe bauds of men, as 
lough anything could be lastingly injurious 
1 human beings gave tbe mousler icnurance 
Id iu Arst-born error, which, like tbe many 
■aded giants nf fabuliius hiituiy, wage ever- 
•ting war against Jupiter or right reason; the 
length of which latter is commensurate 
ifli and inseparable from Lnowledfie. Art, 



CONCEIT is a malady of hnnunily, of wUeli 
onnie peo^ilo die. Cbirlai SontbweU sndJoHph 
B. Li'iir ■»« cnncnird aboot alheisin. The former 
rlBiming to be the firil mmn who hat opeulf arowed 
atbeLklti.aDdlhelatler diflpiplenhip in Ibix antagonis- 
" ■ ■■ ■ lioo. HUiediiti ■ 



ung fit-l-ft 
priority with 



imble. I 






AtheiaiD Ld relalLon to auper«titiou iacompara' 
is fully. 1 always paardnd nay langoage with this 

Ah T read the bitle, its gad eannot be wisely n- 
Qorniced! for inslsnce (Matthew nrUi. 19), •> So 
ye, th&refore, aad teach all natioos, baptising them 

holy-gboiit." 
Ill Hemnuaraefiillitr, I define the teaehiogla 

the great dril cause, 



hi. 



e™»i(y. 

«.f c/Uie nn. I defii 



(be I 



e, them 



ual, i. 



»ity in applying : 

lUiside of things, Bi 



ledge of a a 
n the t 



Intflgnomeo/ffle h^fl-^flMt,tiiG spirit of love and 
truth. 1 deline the teaching to be of the culture el 
'' * ' ' .n aflectioas, oflove of gad and ongh- 
Lforter, bladpbemy agiuaet wluoh is 

Let Charles Sonlbwell or J. B. Lcarraiic anoh- 



lobe obtained 
' our own practiee, or by obsening the 
■actices of others, a« iu the manofaclure of 
nil. gunpowder, paper, and other articles, 
hioh all may learn to do with more or less 
9 generally 



lee. 






dend, tl 






h knowledge of tl 
'1 now that nature ma; 
aped to the end proposec 
opertten of colours and tl 
>d shade is one thing, I 
Jating is another, many gi 
tors, and aothing if not i 
lest judges of works of ai 



iniug. i. 



'Other, 
wichrs.ifai 



1 that, a 






d by a 



evidence. It i> dot to do onr^lresanj 
the bible julice to ri'ad it as it was written, in (he 
«l}le of all the written doramenH ef its day, as 
tfieoiu^ift tcifnet qfgod, or mylfiologyt teitrwe ofJuAlt, 



Mfqueutly al 
iu.dprpe»d. 
The Hehn 



II Ihe 



Knowledge ' 
toe nature oi tnings, a* wen as the priii ' 
ilei al that particular branch to which hi 
idin are peculiirly directed. And th 
ill of [he great artist is best shown in Gt, 
Iceting (rom nature the things which at 
■eulial tu his purpose and uiouliiing tbei 
to that rortn whicb is best calculated tu 
'dace lie iouaded eS'ecta. 



it ia, to nse a vulgar word— 
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joa deduce b Tolome of iaipwtMit tntfi. If 4i 
public does not know bow to do thie it onglik ti It 
teught in the ehordi. 

. So long as we ose mythol(^(ieal or tlieologiMl 
books we ought so to study ti^m as not to msli 
ourselves fools with or about them.^. 

You compliment me for some good I have doH. 
1 ask your credit for eontinuing to me the same ik- 
position, even though jou maj not understand ■•> 
Write or speak agunst me from principle if jn 
can ; tilie more you attempt to do so die sooner fN 
will approach me in mutual understuiding. I m 
my past career but as a promitte of what I hopeAi 
future is to be. Ton, Southwell, and othen, « 
now whsre 1 onoe was, resting upon the vunHf 
pant vulgarisms of what you and die world eesaii 
to call atheistic Infidelity, regulating your sflMsit 
of wisdom by a critical oontrast with other peefM 
folly. Nothing that yon say leads to any se ttlea ai 
of the dispute between you and them. I have piii' 
ed on to an historical and classical ezplanatioaof 
the root of their errorii, which you do not reseh. ft 
is one thing to bally, insult, pun, and ridicule; m^ 
ther to teach the root of errors. A fool maj do te 
a wise man iti required for the other. 



one 



TO GBORttB JACOB HOLYOAKB, CHRISTUN 
PRISONER IN GLOUCESTER GAOL. 

Dbae Sie.— Religious eontrover^ is very agreeable 
to my taste with all talented men. It is particularly 
■o with men whom I respect ; it is peculiarly so with 
you its martyr in gaol. It in the root of all polideal 
reform, and I have learnt that there is no other way 
to improve human happiness than through science 
in the chureh. 

Science and its product tpudom are limited pro- 
perties in man. They are limited at one point with 
you, at another with me. I have passed your limit 
—yon have not passed mine. 

Yon complain that I retain old names under new 
ideas. That is not thetruth as to our relative states 
of mind ; but the truth is rather that I restore old 
ideas to old names. 

Yon are abetter Christian than Mr. Justice Ersk- 
iae, not in the sense that Christianity ia the religion 

of vice, but that a viciouti rel igion is not Christianity ; 

that his religion is vicious — yourn not. 1 have not 

a donbt but that you would have got off with a 

month's imprisonment if you had not made a nine 

honrs'Christian defence, that shamed the jndge and 

eonfonnded the jury. The foreman of your jury has | Seeing something more is wanted than haeluto> 

said that he was convinced of your innocence by : ^ \^^j^ done in this way, I am about to start a net 

your defence, but, in meaning rather than in words, ; weekly periodical under the title of " The CkHttim 

that tkt god or idol of tAti judge required protection ! H^arrior, or Church Militant." Your Orodf, eek 
Christianity with me derives not iU meaning from ^ j^ j, reasonable, I shall support ; as far ss ~ 

any thing bora as flesh, but upon the birth of wisdom ' gonable it must endure my eommon 
• in men. The word god^ as an abstract of goodness, 

is surely etymologically unobjectionable, and if the 

word Solomon be now rather the cognomen of a fool 

than of a wise man, the fault is not in the word, but 

in the social perversion of itM meaning. 
I do not i^low that there has been any social 

Christianity throngh the laat seventeen centuries; 

but mark most distinctly between the fint and se- 
cond century how the present heresy began of wor* 

jhipping Cturist as flesh bom of flesh, instead of as 

spirit born of spirit. 

The oracles of reason at No. 8, Holy well-street, 

Strand, have a print in their window labelled ** The 

appearance of Christ to Adam and Eve in the Garden 

of Eden, before he was born!" This is mere igno- 

ranee of theology or grossness of heretical idea. 

Witiliout Christ there could have been no garden of 

Eden— HM> state of happiness or pleasure ; without 

Christ, from which to fall, there could have been no mer; a third views it uoder the 

fall of man. Christ is hut a classical mythical word , night, with jnst light enough to perceive tkit 

jexpressiveof seienoe, wisdom, virtue, and love. 
For the first tine sinoe my school days I have this 

last week been looking into " Tooke*s Pantheon of 



the errors of all sects and parties. I can, stln^ J 
promise Home originality, not of the lastseveilMk 
centuries, but beyond that ; I have nothing new, al 
is borrowed from the bible. R. CAIUIA 



IS THERE NO GOD? 

It has been remarked, that nearly all Al 
wrangling and disputing amongst men 
from one or other of three causes* 

1st. A misapprehension of the meaaiof 
of the terms employed. For example, by 
the term god, one party means one thifl|i 
and the other another thing. 

2nd. Viewing the subject in a different Kfkt 
— one sees a subject in a clear broad dif 
light; another in an obscure twilight glia- 

sbadaof 



there is a subject or object. 

3rd. Viewing the subject or object fntt t 

different point of view. One views an o^ 

the Qeathen Gods," and I find Took as heretical in I ject from the north ; another from the sorthi 



mythology as the various sects of the day are in 
icluistianity. 

Befnre the time of Herodotus there was but one 
atyle oif writing known — the style of the bible, theo- 
iqguemad.gnomologuef oradisconrse about theincar* 
nation of spirits in man, and about public morals. 
All my theology partakes of this character, not true 
bj the letter as literal narrative in the article theo- 
kgg, but true in spirit. The gaomologue is true in 
jand by the letter. 

J>b the bible the justice to read it aecording \a the 



one from the top of the hill, another frM 
the plain. In moral and polUioal sobjccH 
one views from a throne^ rniyhir from i 
workhouse, &c. -^ 

To these three the phrenologists tod ■•• 
dem physiologists have added aaotheTyfiiik 
may be set down as the 

4th. A difference in the physical orgHh 
sation of the different viewers of ao okj<ii 
or subject ; from which difference tw« 



A»o (OCT uiiM0 wejuHuce w reau ivaocoToixi^ v> \ne \ vn vvku^wt. ^ iruui wutuu uiutsrcuvc hw« «•> 
idfom vfita-dMtff ifod do not pnt yonz or any other \ ^\\\ \ooV. «X a.xi o\i^^cX cr vqIc^'^i^ i« the Mfl' 
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DK ORAC1.E 



ih •ill lorm a dif 
hjnel or tiuhject. 
Mnecs oF wurdy ei 
p|)rcliei»iini oKei 



lb* nin and declared it wn green i 
u* it in ihc i/uuli, and coved it 
>( they vningled of cuune, snd lo 
e diapule, thejr rervrnd it lu a ttiird, 
: «ui> ihe animal b; eandU li-ihl, and 
dfcillon Ihlt it IrlR iiclLher green 
, bat black. Upon tbii, wbat ma)- 
I "aregHlar ruw " arme BU)un|«t 
9, when ihu nmpire ntmcmbvra that 
be animal itill by him. and can net- 
nattCT by prodiicinji il: he Ibeii )[ijr> 
It forth in another light, ssyiiig niih 



1 tIhb bofoni roar eren IVb Hihim, 
on dDs'l And him bUrk I'llett liLin, 
" tod (Oil twton- Iheir li^hl 

thsbeui, udlu! 'inuiMiW. 



• the di Serene 
■ r.ubj«: 



'okiiiEhteBiidlheehifld 



lintt frol 



.1 pom 



A ilalDe with a ihteld 
ly nit. Tbe >ide oT the ahield 
t towardu the north appeared lo be 
of ellter, Iliat loohicg lonardi the 
of gold. Two knights, one travelling: 
tb* Other touth, met at this point and 
I lo Mlaiini the ifaield, one Tiening it 
BOfth side the other on the noutb. 
tabeaaiifal lilver ihield," asid one 
r," uid the other, " il is a very fine 
btdd,'* So the dispute began, and 
mabattle; after »bicb, thuy looked 
ddea or the ihield, and theo laughed 
own folly. 

dispntet ariiini; from dilfFrenceg of 
ilion are, perhapi, especially in nio- 
nvB, as numerous as any other. One 
■ a hard, sturdy, itiibliom multeror- 
d dF organisation ; he can neither 
MncriiH of anything eacept matter, 
innqneatly beeoniea s Materialist. 
r hail tne, nit, deliculely argauised 
hi* Dervei thrill iviih every brvaih oF 
feelinK, ai the itrings oF an ^olian 
■oMo ■ith the physical breath of the 
tere— lueh » being lives in a region 
on, and naturally becon-es a Spiri- 
Sbaltey, the poet, vbo strangely 
I la tht poet oF Atheists and Material- 
• abeiugo' ■-- ■- ■ --' - 



poetry i 



Thr 



OF ItEABON 

<o vbnily dissimilar, that it ii quit* iiupea- 
lible th>y shuiild be able lo reel and think 

Looking then at all tbew tonrcei oF dif- 
(erence of opinion, there need lie little "oa- 
der that there itaould have been fruin tb* 
days of Epicurus donn to Ihv present time, 
some disputing concemlug the eiiileDOea 
and attributes, or mode ol being oF Ihe pu«er 



minds oF me 
appears quil 



ind, I have no doubt, to th* 
ly ol the readers of the 0r<icj«^ 
puerile, and, i migh[say,eOa- 



] be anribed lo my o' 



haie upon the motion ol the eaith ruuud tbai 
sun, ur upau its own axis!"' *ith oiu«h 
more to tbe sante purpose equally ridinO' 
luui (m Oraelt 396-7 and $36-9). tiow^ 

should seriously answer tbe strange questions 
put In these lour pages, I irill Iherelore pais 
Ibeui by, and shall proceed to express myself 



id guodnin. Every n 



..!,. 



:ard ol ph}sii%l ptiwer. or " phy- 
sical lor<.'e," OS it is called. Now, if I were 
usked " is tbe earlh whirled round the sua 
and round htr own axis byphyriea! power?" 
I should answer, yes: and 1 assert lurther, 

cal power, neither the BSTth nor auy other 

ever. Hut tbe idea of this physical power ia 
not thu idea oF god. 'I hare rtro pknif of 
professed Atheists who will admit tbe exist- 
ence ot blind, unialelligeTil physical power M 



>, they will tell you I 
, Itc., that these 



properties of matter, which properties are 
eternal, as matter also >s eternal. If yon 
push them a little further coDceriiing this 
blind power, and eay, " well, but tbisattrae- 
tion ol which yon speak, it is a something 
nothing, if it be not matteritisuolbiiig. 



When 



Ih< 



r. 
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tor is everywhere.*' Further than this no 
man can go in this direction. But ainonprst 
these blind physical powers, whatever be 
theirnumber, we can find no idea of god. 
An Atheist might admit them all, and still 
be an Atheist. There must be something 
besides the idea of mere physical power, or 
any other or all other merely physical ideas, 
to constitute the idea of god. In a word, 
there must be a moral idea introduced, such 



NOTICE. 

Rov. Frosham Greest's letti?r, addresaed " 
rec*iveil, and will be attended to. 

We have received a letter from the Bialxo: 
eter, and feel obliged to liim, but do not 
iusertable. 

J . Sinjrer i)b.aU appear at oiir earliest conv 

H. G.^ Hull, has our thanks, we will nse 
inunicatioM. 

The Orarle folks have their eye on one c 
peoplis.'i ^*' hot and ranipiant as m their cr 
dav:< of yore, wit.i a petition to put down th 
otiice. Better had the nii:$crable a ruillstoi 



Better had 

as intelligence, or goodness, or both, before j hu» neck and he cast into tho sea. If once ^ 
we can perceive in our mind the most vague , "" the •' Oracle «hnttcr,|>>d help him. 
idea of a god. It is on this account that I | |g^ Correspondents are requested to be m. 
have said and do still say that the idea of ; ful, to prevent the necessity of 

god is a moral and not a physical idea, i ^ ERR.VTA.-Iutue secmd line, firat col., i 

r ' for " true read ' tri'e 
without for a moment intending to signify j ^j^g ^^^ gjj j^ tl^e '^^^^ ^^ ^ collected 

that this moral idea whirled the earth round I Holyoake, sh.nld have been 10s. SJd., at 
the sun and upon her own axis; although I j of Science Birminjiham, on Sunday, Oct. 8. 
can very well conceive whilst physical power 
moves the material univerfle,the moral power, 
iutelligence, may direct the movement. I 
confess frankly that whilst it appears to me 
that mere intelligence or any other meiely 
moral quality would be insufficient to give 
motion to so vast a machine as the universe 
or indeed to any machine, at the same time t^jj, ^jj^ton 
it- appears to ine equally impossible that yi^^ Thorogood' 
mere blind unintelligent physical power should | Collector, No. 3 
^or could conduct all the nice arrangements 
which I see around me and feel within me. 

T. S. M. 

(To Ife continued.) 
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T BKFOKK ME.\T. 

For what we're about to r'ccive. 

Thanks to I T in wuich lO'i b.ilieve ; 
Not to Him(\) whn chuckled in heaven, 

And said that ** it was good," 
When He saw what the sun had given 

To man for food. 



AFTER MEAT. 
For what wa ate aud drank 
Let us now thank 
First the infinite universe, 

And the laws of eU^rnal nature, 
Next our host and oiiTjlnite purse, 
Ali/nsntiveness aud the waiter. 
September, 1842. 



DIED, 

On Monday, October the 17th, 1842, Aged 2] 
MADELINE, 
The interesting and beloved 'daughter 

GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. 



The followinj? is copied from tho outside of j 
an euvelope,'8ent by Isaac Ironsides, Esq., of | 
Sheffield : — " G J. Holvotike, Esq., who is 
engaged in a six mouths' study of the love, 
joy, peace, and lonj^-suffl-rin^j: of Christianity, 
and of the '* beauties and mysteries of our 
holy religion," in one of her majesty's sem- 
minaries for the spread of learning and piety ; 
that is to say, tho Gaol, Gloucester." 

Now Publhhing. in Forfnif/hth/ Numbers, 

at I ^il. each, and Parts, at Qd 

THE JUSTLY CELEBRATED 
AND UNEQUALLED SATIRICAL RHAPSODY, THE 

Y A H O O ! 
fF/U numerous ADDITIONS by the AutHor. 
368 



Beauty and virtue crown'd thee ! 
Death In thy youth hath found thee ! 

Thou'rt }?one to thy grave 

By the soft willow wave. 
And the tlowrets are weeping around du 
The sun salutes thee early," « 

The stars be-gem thee rarely, 

Then why shoiild we weep 

^VhHn we see thee asleep, 

'Mid thy friends who love thee dearly? 

"•' • ^- ■• -^ 
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OUR COMMERCIAL ARTICLE. 
Churches — Jew, ChriHtian, or Pagan — 
never let a chance go by. We hear of traides 
ooce floarishiDg and widely spread become 
ezrinct or forgotten. Of all the trades in this 
trading world the church and priest trade 
olotohes most tenaciously, and dies most des- 
perately. Yet certain departments of pecu- 
lation have been given up. Whence shall 
we seek the interesting cause of so interesting 
a lesult ? Certainly not within the establiRh- 
neot. If revenue falln short through any 
laxity of fraud or plunder ,we find that *' pres- 
mre from without " exerts the most material 
inflaence. 

The religious firms now carrying on the 
ddooneem of Grod, Christ, Ghost, and Co., 
un obliged to trade on the old stock. This 
my be accounted for according to the prin- 
ciples of political economists, by a reference 
to tile ordinary laws of supply and demand. 
^We imperturable calculators know well 
*00Qgh that all commercial matters are regu- 
'•ted by profits. The profits must cease 
*'l>en the demand becomes too slight to pay 

**8 expenses. Demand ceasing, of course 

■Jpply must cease. Thus it would happen 

"*ftt the prophecy article would no lon^:er be 

"^^de, the machinery would stop, and the 

[••ter- manufacturers would have to live upon 

.jj|jir capital. This they have been gradually 

•■'^tlg more or less since the year of their lord 

**■>«. And bad they not discovered more 

J^'eiitific means of carrying on other manu- 

Jotures they must by this time have shut up 

*"'*ir factories. Li«ts of the old proplecy 

i^T^k, as well as the old miracle-mongery are 

^pt for inspection, and parsonic clerks, as at 

iJ^rry's Bankrupt Office or the Next of Kin 

••Ristry, are salaried to turn over the ledger 

Id fzplain the entries. 

4?he demand now turns on the merchandise 

reason, and a plentiful supply reacts to in- 

•••e it. The Orachs^ and Freethinkers^ 

^ TaKooif and &iraus*eg, and Philoiophlcal 

^othtigrigt, an looking up. Th« god 



market is proportion ably depressed. The 
wares of the sacred fortune-tellers, and conju- 
rers, and polite letter-writers, and news-ven- 
ders, under the sounding appellations of 
prophets, and saints, and evangelists, and 
aiiostles are growing stale and unsaleable. 
The new cry of the Puseyites, of " more 
church room for the millions," is evidence of 
deep knowledge of modern principles of busi- 
ness. Give a sprat to catch a salmon. How 
sliarp-sighted the fellows are when pelf is 
concerned. Uow readily, when obliged, they 
conform to the spirit of the age. With what 
facility the old monopolizing principle of 
business is given up for the modern competi- 
tive principle. Clear away the pews is now 
the modern church cry. We will find on 
what calculation the pew cry is based. Sup- 
pose the people stay away. The priests will 
say, '* I called and they came not," and the 
odour of their sanctity will increase, while the 
people will be deemed a stifibecked people* 
Suppose the people do come in and bring their 
pence in with them, the god business is there- 
by improved. But suppose they come in 
without the pence, still there is an appearance 
of business, and the shillings wiU come ia 
more briskly from other quarters. Thus 
again is the business improved. Verily the 
Puseyites are wise in their generation. They 
know what shopkeeping is. They have not 
served their apprenticeship for nothing. They 
know that to be poor and seem poor is the 
devil. So in good shopkeeping, to have no 
business, and to seem to have no businesi, 
is downright ruin. The great firm of 
Day and Martin sent their own men to 
order their own blacking when beginning 
business. Lloyd, the great-little publisher, 
baited the public with a gratuitous penny 
paper. Exeter, London, and Co., on the 
same plan, call in the poor to hear gratis the 
mythological nursery tales, and see gratis the 
mythological peep shows. 

After all, we say clear away the pews I 
Republicanism is ill suited to the atmosphere 
of the altar. The ** house of god '* will be 
the more readily converted intii the house of 
praise. We shall all the more c^avVj \xiT\y 
St. PauVs CatYvediaWTilo ^mAXwwiX ^aaft\sMc| 
room and &oc\aWsi)i\. ^ 
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IS THERE A GOD ? 

XXIII. 

When Bishop Berkeley said ** ihere was no matter," 

And proved it — 'twas no matter what he said : 

They say his system 'tis in vain to batter, 

Too subtle for the urest human head ; 

And yet who can believe it? I would shatter, 

Gladly, all matters down to stone or lead. 

Or adamant, to find the world a spirit, 

And wear my head, denjring that 1 wear it. 

BVRON. 

W. Baker's critical letter, in No. 37 of this 
paper, really deserves and shall now have 
most respectful consideration. It would have 
been attended to weeks ago, but for certain 
tough unaccommodating circumstances, which 
W.B. will, I am sure, if at all good-natured, 
excuse my. not stopping to furnish an ac- 
count of. 

The letter in question is little more than 
an industrious and laudable bringing in juxta 
position some contradictory absurdities, or 
presumed contradictory absurdities, coolly set 
forth as palpable truths in my paper, headed 
" Is there a God ? " in No. 34. 

Upon the better-late-than-never principle, 
I shall now endeavour with all practicable 
brevity and clearness to combat the asser- 
tions and answer the objections, and, 
oh, Herculean task I convince the judg- 
ment of W. B, if he have any. I say if 
he have any, because according to his own 
account, which I feel bound to respect, he 
ought instead of trying to detect flaws in my 
articles, to be seriously thinking of taking up 
snug quarters in Bedlam. " I am (he says) 
not what the writer of the article would wish 
me to be, i.e. * a sober minded reader.' I 
am, there is no doubt, non-compos y one whoHe 
brains are so sadly addled, that every one of 
my five senses must have given up the ghost.** 

Now this unasked for confession of lunacy, 
I am not at all disposed to take advantage of, 
but most willingly place it to the account of 
"W. B.'s excessive modesty, though I can- 
not but smile at the amiable candour and 
mui§froid of a critical philosopher who doubts 
fhe existence of his own body, but don't 
.■dfKibt Bt all that " every one of his five senses 
iniffrgiyen up the ghost." Berkeley, in his 
Analyst, calls ultimate ratios, the ghosts of 
departed quantities. Now it may be, that 
W. Baker .is sometimes visited by the ghosts 
of his departed senses. But to proceed. 
" The writer (he observes) begins by saying, 
* It is a startling fact that Berkeley has not 
been answered. It is a fact yet more start- 
ling that he cannot be answered,' and at the 
end of the article I am told that all sober- 
minded readers will agree with Baron D'Hol- 
bacb, ' that the existence of matter is a fact, 



tical fanatics that ever put pen to paperj 
rather than from one who, I doubt not, &c 
mires the motto at the head of this papc 
("Prove all things''). Foraman tofirstyfreel^ 
frankly, and candidly to acknowledge th 
impossibility of proof, and then to sum qj 
without any ceremony whatever, by hoping 
all sober-minded readers will admit a certain 
dogma as a fact, when he declared it camiot 
be proved, is indeed a great deal too much." 
That what follows in explanation of the 
above paradox, which has so cruelly agitated 
the " addled brains " of W . B. may be easily 
and fully understood, I must first say some- 
thing about the words matter and mind, 
which will be found frequently to occur. By 
matter 1 mean a, reality — all or any part of 
that which exists. By mind 1 mean an 
ideality — the thinking principle in man or 
brute. Matter, according to my Tier, 
actually exists, and is everywhere prem$. 
whereas mind, nowhere actually exists, is no- 
where present ; it is an ideal not a real exiat- 
ence. When we speak of the principles of 
attraction, repulsion, and inertia, no one un- 
derstands us to mean that there are iitt0 
called inertia, attraction, ur repulsion. BT 
no means. Those words convey do ideaef 
body ; but states, conditions, affections, or tf 
they are oftener called the accidents of h^> 
Now mind, as it is usually called, is no moR 
entity or individual, actual existence, tiuu 
gravity, inertia, or any other of matttf^ 
principles. If it be objected that it is in- 
credible matter should think, I reply, it is 
equally incredible that matter should attract, 
repel, or exhibit any quality whatever. Why 
matter should not think as well as act, I 
never could understand. H ume speaks of 4* 
** little agitation of the brain,we callthMigUi 
and even the carefully sage Locke saw no- 
thing contradictory or absurd in the beBrf 
that god had ^* superadded to matter the pastr 
of thinking,' ' Dr. Adam Smitii tells as tW 
the human mind and the deity, in whatei* 
their essence may be supposed to consist, vs^ 
be parts of the great system of the uniTersfc 
Dr. Campbell asserts in his ** Philosophy 
Rhetoric," that " the human soul is surely 
much included under the idea of 
object, as body is ;" and even the mets^ih; 
Dugald Stewart allows that ** the hnin« 
mind forms part of the great systeraof the nB* 
verse." Here then we have a glorious galoj 
of authorities in favour, not merely of *■ 
proposition, that it is possible for k"**- 
brains to think ; but in support of the Sj 
more decisive and important proposition, wj 
mind, in whatever its essence or peonWJ 
nature may be supposed to consist, ninat* 
a part of the universe. Here then Mat""** 
ists are on safe ground, '^ for it is ofl 



the existence of motion is another fact.' Tj^oyi \ ^vjX ^ "? k^t til ^Saa u^iWerse, no maltei 
(be coDtinues), does it not seem as if \t came\ am«)X,\%%>S\«.»k'».'^ ^\v\\sas»\>ftiws»**»j|| 
from one of the most presumptuousVy do?5ma.-\'Sxom^\*Qsaw^\Na\«v^^^ 
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THE 

like Berlelej, we deny &e existpnee or 
iDiTerge, Dur onn bodies icduded, vicli 
I fliiB philosnphern irho " near (heir 
t, denjing that thaj wear them." 1 
grapple tham ia due sesaon. My opin- 
a, dint mind is n chimera, no more an 
than time, space, 



I, repul. 






indentuod in (be sense I have hei 

tow, Id order (□ throw light on my dark 
'ox, and reeonoile myself to myself, i 
a Hie Gret place re-BNsert that Berkeley 
Dt been ananered ; that tbe most leamef 
cate reasonera have failad logicoJly tt 
the eiislence of matter. Aa this opin- 
a» not been challenged by W. B„ 1 
DDI trouble myself to onst about for ai- 
Dta SJtd aathoritiea to justify it. In' 
the opinion that no reasoning oan lugi- 



sly and firmly establ 

■ !r. I go.hovtever, astepfurtbi 
itly assert that no reasoning ea: 
ivetiiat there is sucb a pbeno 



ly opiDi 



re tben it is conoeded by a Materialii 
natter's reality ia taken for granted, nr 
illy proved, aad mindiam or apiritualisi 
' may enjoy a "cheap and easy tri 
;" hut now comes their tarn to concede, 
[ will compel them to admit that tbe 
Dienan called mind ia also taken for 
td not proved, and Ibna fumiab a tri- 
no less '' cheap andleaay " formatcrinl- 
The upshot of all thisiB,tlint there are 
M« in tbe »;n3e nnderstood by W. 



ixist, yet lb at all 
1 agree that the 
ct, &D,-wlli no 



lid not be proced 
minded readerd n 

wear the face 

tr. 

pCffition is, that IhonRb meu are mo- 

ifoirn bodies for example), they cannot 
logically prove any; and that 
of mind is taken for granted 

a be nuasBiilable, Berkeley and bis 
of ill-mind, no-body ompletons, 
! roiled at their own game, with their 
napona, and eveu tbe ghosts of W,B/s 
"^ senses will see nothing ineiplieable 
we of the word fticl ; no Itind of con- 
io declaring that Bcrkele 



of, raatler, 
rwacds 



naking 



of thought; to 
disturb those fonndatjons is " at one fell 
enoDp'' to leave regson wttboutaplaccfor the 
sole of her foot ; itia foolishly and recklesalf 
to plunge into the bottom! '■ " 
idle, and senaeless soepticii 

[gnoninee of the assumptive basis of all 
human reasoning caussd the ingenious Des- 
cartes to make a great simpleton othimself. 
What could betray greater folly in a philo- 
sopher than to Euppuae, as be did, thatcon- 
tciuusneaa can he logically appealed to in 
proof ot consciousness i when, whether We 
are or are not conscions is the very point 
that thorough going Phyrronians dispale? 
It is easy to say I am couaeious Dfeiislence, 
tberEfore 1 exist, or as Descartes expressed 
it^I think, therefore my mind exists { hut 
nhn eoQ fail to see the utter absurdly of 
such B begging of the qi ■ ' 

D'Alembert said of DescaHes, that he 
commenced by doubting o( everything, and 
ended by leaving nothing un explained. An 
antithesis that has the fault of not being 
quite correct. Descarles, it is true, did b«|^a 
by doubting ofEVHaYTHiNa, but be did not 
begin by doubting of every propoaitioD ; 
which is tbe idea D'Alembert evidently ID- 
tended to cooiey b/ his pretty antithesis. 
So far Has Descartes froia begmning as an 
out-and-out donbler, that he started with the 

that this unproved consciousness proved tbe 
existence (not of his body} bnt of bis mind, 
IS thoronghly dogmatic a piece of certainty 
IS is to be met with in the entire biitoi} of 
sopbiam. I am not alone in this opinion, 
Frofesior Stewart, in his useful Disseitadoo, 
appended to the Enoyclopedia Brilannica, 
remarks, that " the only thing that ap- 
peared to him (DeicartesJ certain and in- 
controvertible nas his own enistenoe, by 
whioh lie repeatedly reminds ns, we are to 
understand, murely tbe existence of his mind 
abBtraoled from all aonsideralion of the m*- 
riul organs connected with it." Mr. SUV- 
t also observes, "It is wonderfal tbat it 



involved in every appeal to t1 

vers, in proof of their oviu predlbilirf; Od 
ess that eredibility be assumed aannquea- 
nable, the faith erexerciieofbumaa reasoa 
iltogether nugatory. " 
These remarks ar« qniM decisive as to th* 
circularity, and of consequence, stupidita «r 
that reasoning, which proves the exisWce 
"-'■■■ -I, by appealing to 



valuable. 



intelkcl 
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mental annmptions, which the learned pro- 
fessor well said must be assumed of unques- 
tionable credibility, or the farther exercise of 
reason is altogether nugatorjr. 

I must conclude, though my work is not 
jet half finished. I did expect to polish it 
off in one article, but find that two at least 
will be necessary. 



THEORY OF REGULAR GRADATION. 

XXVI. 

Birds (aves) continued. 

" Nothing can be more beantifnl to observe (aays 

Ever*) than the rigid economy which is dinplayed 

in the accurate adaptation of the digestive apparat as 

of birds to the various and dissimilar kinds uf food 

on which, from their diversified living habits they 

are tkstined to subsist. The absence of teeth in this 

class is supplied by strong homy beaks and powerful 

muscular gizzards, the former performing the part 

of cutting and the latter of grinding teeth; the 

form of the bill will vary according to the food 

of the different species of birds and their mode 

of procuring it, thus in the climbing frugivorous 

maceaws, parrots, and cockatoos, it is broad and 

powertul to break the hard shelly coverings of seeds, 

and most of the granivorous order have a similar 

•tractnre. The broad bills of ducks, geese, and other 

aquatic species are well adapted for obtaining worms 

and other substances from watery or muddy situa- 
tions, whilst the eagle, the hawk, the owl, and other 

rapacious birds have short, strong, arched, dense 

bills, with catting edges equally suited to seize, cut, 

or tear their living prey. The tongue, which in birds 

•erves the purpose of a prehensile organ, is as vari- 
able in form as the bills, being long, broad, and 

covered with ri>cnrved spines in the swans ; short, 

round, and flexible in the parrots and cockatoos, and 

•hort and muscular in the struthious birds. The 

tongue of the flamingo is very remarkable, it is 

composed of an elastic, cellnlo-fatty sub.otance, its 

form is nearly cylindrical, the pointed apex being 

supported by an osseoui« plate iuferiorly. A deep 

groove runs along the centre of the upper surface with 

a row of recurved spines on either side. The os 

hyoides in this class very much resembles that of 

reptiles, and the length of its glosso-hyal element 

chirtfly determines the length of the tongiie." The 

word glosso is 6r?ek for tongue, and names com> 

pounded with this word are applied to muscles at- 
tached to the tongue; thus glosso-hyal element 

means a muscle which draws the toiigue forward or 

backward. 
** Since the fuod'of birds remains but a short time 

in the mouth and undergoes very little change there, 

their salivary glands are small. In the crow they 

consist of a series of conical follicles situated along 

the sides of the mouth, and opening separately on 

its macous surface ; in most other birds, however, 

there are four pairs, one under the tongue, another 

at thejunctionoftheanglesofthelower jaw, another 

close to the cornua of the os hyoides, and the fourth 

in placed at the angles of the mouth : they are most 

developed in the friigivoroua apeciea. TYie \vra\a ^ . ^ 

(or pap of the throat, the glandular anbatance wYk\c5ti\ l\va,\. ^eno^ ^v* om&cMiw^ \\a v>"»^ '^^ *^'' 
0/2 



hangs down from the middle of the soft palate oftf 
the root of the mouth) and velum (palati, or soft 
palate is a muscular membranona partition betweoi 
the nose and mouth, it conducts the fluids of flw 
nose into the mouth, and acta like a valve in pre- 
venting what we swallow passing into the nose) are 
not present, and the narrow laryngeal aperture ii 
protected by the retroverted papillae at the base of 
the tongue, except in the coot, the albatross, and* 
few others, where the epiglottis exists merely iaa 
rudimentary form quite insufficient to cover thfl 
opening." Epiglottis is derived from two Greek 
words, meaning " upon the tongue," one of the fire 
cartilages of the larynx upon the glottis. The glot- 
tis is the superior opening of the larynx at the root 
of the tongue. The larynx is the superior partof tha 
trachea or wind- pipe. 

** There is a remarkable pouch under the jaw of 
the pelican which serves as a net for seizing fish, and 
is capable of containing ten quarts of water; a 
similar provision is found in the swift, the rook, the 
male bustard, at maturity^ and other insectivorooi 
birds. The alimentary canal is much longer and 
more capacious, and the glandular apparatun better 
developed in the phytophagous birds than in those 
which subsist more exclusiv.ly on animal food. 
The long, wide, fleshy esophagus, with a cutical* 
lining, passes down behind and to the right side rf 
the trachea, behind the heart and between thelungi. 
(Esophagus is from two Greek words, " to cany," 
" to eat," the canal leading from the phamyx to the 
stomach, carrying what is swallowed bto the sto- 
mach. The phamyx, " to convey," is a memhrsr 
nous bag at the end of the mouth.) In rapacions 
bird.-»the esophagus is capable of enormous dilatation, 
but in the flamingo its diameter does not exceed 
half an inch. In the frugivorous, insectivorous, and 
omnivorous birds, the esophagus presents nearly a 
uniform capacity all through, but in the raptorial 
eagles and vultiwes, which gorge them Jt»lve8 at un- 
certain periods, it forms a lateral dilatation at the 
lower part of the neck termed th i ingluives or crop. 
And in those birds which live exclusively on, aad 
require to take a large quanti y of vecetable food, 
the crop is large, globular, or oval, single in ti» 
common fowl, aud double in the pigeon ; it is alto- 
gether wanting in the swan and goose. The eso- 
phagus and crop are supplied with a i abundant mo- ■ 
cons secretion, and are provided with an exteraal 
circular and an internal longitudinal set of muscular 
fibres, the reverse of the disposition observed in the 
human subject. Mr. Hunter has recorded in his 
animal economy, some interesting observations on 
the crop of the pigeon, from which it appears that 
this macerating paunch lakes on a secreting func- 
tion during the breeding season, and supplies the 
young pigeons with an abundance of milk, a tot 
suitable to their tender age, and the analogy of the 
pigeon's milk to that of the mammalia has not es- 
caped popular notice. 

•* The parietes (wall) of the gizzard are subservi- 
ent in a reniarkaUe nuinner to a knoicn law^ to vidA 
the ichole muscular system yields^ that of increast»f 
its growtfi in proportion to the functions imposed t* 
it J this was strikingly illustrated in the ease of a 
sea-gull, which Mr. Hunter kept for a year, liriift 

coutrax^ \a \\a TAture^ upon grain. At theee^if ' 
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iMAtr MS'^l, wbicbhftd berni Utidk on finh, and 
fiua that the digastric (two bellieN) muMclet of the 
fanna bad acquired neariy three timet the develop- 
■ntof the latter. He accompliifhed Hiiiiilar pho- 
aaoena b/ changing the food of an eagle and of a 
tuae kite, the former throve very well un bread, bnt 
Attit was dLuattsfied with its fare, is to be inferred 
tm its seising the earliest opportnuity of breaking 
2ti chain, and eflecling its escape. That* facts thow 
\H A CLEAR MANNER Uu provision tf nature fur 
is prsservntion of lifo under a variety of circum' 
finees. When we contemplate the diil'erent lengthii 
ttd forms of intestine met with in this rlasi*, we 
annot help attributing it to some wUe purpose, and 
' little reflection on the greatly diversiiiod nature of 
!>e food on which the variDUs tribes of birdn are dfs- 
'SMf to subsist, irresistibly leads us to infer that 
sonomy «M/n« to be the main d>rti^n, fur iujtanci*, 
le eolott and ca>ca (names of intestines) of the Af- 
e«n ostrich, which ha^ to subsist on the scanty and 
Beertain fare of the desert, are fifty time.4 the 
Offth of the same parts in the ca:48o wary, which in- 
^Its Java, one of the must fertile countries on the 
obe." 

I shall, at a future period, ofler a few remarks 
^n some of the observations I have qnoti^d from 
ir. Evers, and which I have placed in italics, with 
iMm it is scarcely necessary to say I differ in 
vpeet to the conclusions to be drawn from the facts 
Ikich he gives. 



IS THERE NO GOD P 

{Concluded.) 

INOW that some writera in the Oracle 
«Te disputed the existence even of physical 
wer, o** power of any kind. This, if it 
*«re really seriously iutended, J shall pass 
Ter with one remark. To duubt the exist- 
Oee of power is quite in keeping with a 
^riter who tflls us in one and the same arti- 
le th:it the exixtence of matter is the fiinda- 
^nital truth o/ materialism^ and that the ex- 
Mtetiee of matter cannot be proved (see 
hwfile^5-6 and 309-10). i do therefore 
•flrm (uut that god is an idea dwelling iu 
ke mind of man, which is a faulty expres- 
fon liable to be perverted, as has been seen, 
•at) that the idea of god dwelling in the 
biDd of man, is a moral and not a merely 
ihvsical idea, because whatever amiiunt ot 
ahysical power may be conceived in the mind 
if roan, there must be the addition of moral 
lulitiesy before the mind entertainsthe con- 
niption of a god of any kind. Th»* question 
afthe being of a god is rather a moral than 
k n^U'sical question. As J have elsewhere 
Mid-- 

The question of the existence or non-existence of 
1^ intelligent god, or of the belief or disbelief in 
Bid, is in reality not a question offact^ but of 
'^^ influence. The question of ./^f is of no fur- 
pWjiiiportanea than as it serves to establish and 
PMdi tikai moral u^uenee in the minds of men : if 
Ptaiaf ia an intdiv»t and good god, the ruler 



of the universe, ean be shown to have no beneficial 
moral influence upon the minds of men, then it is at 
matter of perfect indifference whether they believe in 
god or not, or indeed, so far a<i the well-being of 
man in this world is concerned, whether there be an 
intelligent god or no ; and whoever sets abont the 
task of banishing the idi>a of an intelligent god from 
the minds of men, mnst first establish the cunclusion 
that this idea has no beneficial mural influence ; for 
however he may deal with the question oi facty so 
long as the beneficial mitral influence is believed, the 
idea will be cherished amongst men. 

^fy opinion of this great question is, that 
like every other qutstion. it must be ulti- 
mately settled hy its own intrinsic merits; 
that is whether it be fur the good of mankind 
to believe in a god of any kind or no. To 
this complexion it must come at last. Now, 
there are three phrases and onl\ three, I 
think, under which this question as a moral 
question can be viewed. 

Ist. A belief in an intelligent and good 
god has a beneficial inflneuce upon the con- 
duct and condition ot mankind. If this be 
correct, then the Theist is right. 

2iui. A belief in a ^od of any kind has an 
injurious influence upon the conduct and 
condition of mankind. If this be correct, 
then the Atheist is right. 

3rd. It is of no consequence whether men 
believe in a godof an\ kind or not ; because 
such belief has no influence whatever npou 
their Ci)nduct or condition either fur good 
or evil. If this be correct, both the Theist 
and the Atheist are wrong. 

Fur if the belief dues not produce a good 
influence, why should the Theist support it .^ 
If it does not produce an evil influence, why 
should the Atheist attack it P If it produces 
no influence whatewr, either good or evil, 
why should they contend about it at all ? 

VV. C. says, or rather wishes me to say, 
{Oracle page 339) ** I do not consider god- 
belief unconditionally necessary to morality 
— morality can subsist without it." That 
some deyree of morality could subsist without 
a belief in god will be readily granted, fii. 
deed, society could not exist at all without 
some degree of it, and the mutual wants and 
mutual dependence of men, as well as their 
natural sympathies for each other, would 
always be sufficient to maintain some degree 
of morality in society without a belief in a 
good god, or even with a belief in an evil 
god, which is worse than no belief at alf. . 
For the belief in » cruel and vindictive god 
has a teiiuency to make men more cruel and 
vindictive tban thev would be naturally ; 
ju<tasabelit^finakind and mereifulgod t^nds 
to make them more kind and merciful. 
Man is not either good or evil by nature, 
there never was a perfectly good man ; 
there never was a perfectly bad man. The 
best man thai ev«t \\i«^ ifi\^\. \a.h% ^^onvc^ 
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better ; and the worst that ever lived might 
have been worse. The difference between 
the best and the worst is merely a difference 
of degree. One is better the other is worse ; 
but there is no man either absolutely good 
or absohitely evil, ** ne, not one.'* Accord- 
ing to my notion th*en, a society of men 
worshipping a wicked god would staijd very 
low upon the scale, although even here we 
shall find some degree of morality. A so- 
ciety of Atheists would occupy a higher 
position ; but a society of men who worship- 
ped a wise and good god would occupy a 
position on the moral side higher than either. 
But it has been questioned whether a society 
of Atheists could exist. Voltaire, who surely 
cannot be accused of bigotry, seems to decide 
in the negative (see Voltaire's Philosophical 
Dictionary). Others have gone farther, 
and have doubted whether a society of Athe- 
ists could be formed. This may be met by 
the fact that we have at this moment the pro- 
fessed Atheists of Great Britain associated to- 
gether for mutual aid and protection. In my 
opinion, the present loosely connected associa- 
tion has its origin in the cruel, wicked, and 
stupid persecution of C Southwell, G. J. 
HoLYOAKE and others. Persecution makes 
men of the same opinions cling together for 
mutual protection. If the government were 
to liberate Southwell and Holyoake, and 
cease altogether from prosecution, or perse- 
cution, in my opinion! the present associa- 
tion of professed Atheists would be dissolved 
into its ultimate atoms in a very short time. 
At all events, one thing is certain, although 
we have many instances of professing Athe- 
ists, who in their individual and private 
capacity have been very good and amiable 
men, yet we have no instance either in an- 
cient or modern times of a nation professing 
atheistical opinions who have occupied a 
high position upon the scale of moral and 
intellectual advancement. If atheism will 
furnish a basis whereon to erect a moral 
system of high value it has yet to be proved. 
I for one do not think it will. 

W. C, greatly mistakes me if he supposes 
that I have given up the question of fact 
altogether. I have no intention of doing 
so, but as I look upon the question of moral 
influence as the major, and the question of 
fact as the minor, I prefer taking my stand 
upon the major in the first place, because 
when the major is once settled the minor 
will be very soon and very easily disposed of. 

T. S. M. 



Now Puhlishhigi in Fortnightly Numbers, 

at 1 Jrf. each, and Parts, at Qil. 

THE JUSTLY CELEBRATED 
AND UNEQUALLED SATIRICAL RHAPSODY, THE 

f^ YAHOO* 

fF/tA numerous ADDITIONS by the Author. \ 
3/4 ' 



To the Editor of the Oracle of Reason, 
Sir. — Be so good as to explain for me tkat 
the sovereign which Mr. Holyoake last week 
acknowledged as coming from me was onj^ 
through me, from Henry Hartzburgh, Eaq. 
and other friends of Newcastle-upon-Tyoe. 
I have also to thank them for a sovereigB 
subscribed to my summer expenses, with tJM 
acknowledgment of a similar complimoit 
from a.friend at Cheltenham, and anotiifr 
at Bristol. 

Trivial errors creep into my letters, for 
which I, perhaps, am most to blame in mf 
negligent writing; but there was one lait 
week on which I may be challenged. Itii 
said that vowels were added to the Hebiw 
language by a superstitious church intte 
fifteenth century. I certainly wrote the /j^ 
My authority is an indirect report of a static 
ment on the subject to a.friend by Dr. J. P. 
Smith. The issues of the question are tat 
in relation to modern religion ; so accnnli 
a statement of dates is indispensible. Off' 
enemies crow over our alleged ignoranee.ii 
detecting perhaps accidental mistakes of tli 
kind. 

Southwell wants correction in his defiia- 
tions about nature and art. There is cod* 
fused nonsense in his first ^^ Becauu^}A 
week, when he says, ** The hatchet whidii 
used to fell the oak is just as much a part of 
nature as the oak itself." Then, in the saiai 
sentence, follows something which J cbaritt. 
bly suppose to be a misprint, becautse it it 
sheer nonsense, about nature making the tool 
and the man. To know the proper disdoo- 
tions between nature and art is to knot 
everything there exists to be known. SoaA- 
well is one of those men who, in over proof 
of a case, overthrows it. Bacon wrote lO 
such nonsense as Southwell writes. Natan 
makes the human infant; but it is art tint 
makes both the man to make the tool sal 
the tool; to which we may add, that Ai 
felling of the oak is a work of art and DOtrf 
nature. The only tool which I know naton 
to make is the teazle for dressing wooQa 
cloths. 

I do not envy you such a corresp<Mii 
as " M. Q. R." As fierceness is not IotOi 
neither can low jests and filthy satire be 
losophical correction. They who are 
of depicting abominations must first have 
mind suited to them. I have marked 
truth in my experience with mankind, 
lady once complimented Samuel Job 
with having omitted all naughty words 
his dictionary. The bluff and honest* 
cographer, detesting her hypocrisy, ard 
replied, ** I see, madam, you have been kM 
ing for them." It is thus the bible, U m. 
faithful volume of man's nature andnS 
y ma.^ \it m^^ to suit all tastes. * 
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PEI80N THOUGHTS. 

Irmir nor, the tanmble «U 



nighi in 



mrld. Msnlcind 
n poikcti »nd tTuiquilily, 
ay Mill glnaniMt. Their li>M migbt 
ntinual >iiiaini:T, cv.Tythinii cklcnisted li> 
miod i>r delight tljD bvdj might th^pluc'd 
'rHarhuf klI.eTm the labour which noir u 
I Loathsome, degnding, uid vnlgmr, might 
a HTum ef happiane- Whj ie it that 
lie a plcasnre is fnlltlling Iho moat dii-a- 
fflaarurthsiihDabandiiDrfriL-ndir There 
at of iiDdety- Were ire hocuid toxether on 
' nntaal fluod eOlccii, wero 



ItDon and profen wh&t ii right-Mli) it P Con. 
■iiteiic; woald eorrect thii. 

How many think the bible no bftler than 
the Shatter, Brahmin book, or Komn; yet 
how few dttre speak oooaistently with their 
belief, and call it folly, uoasenie, myth, 
brutality, and trampery ? 

Thelndian trinity of godi we can reaaon 
on OS a eonymny for keeping us spalpeens in 
order J why not call the modern trinity, Je- 
hoiah, Jesua, Holy Ghost, and Co., a Una 
' Tor the same purpose P Contistcncy sanc- 
' tion* such phraseolaey. 
The Unite " 



IHiit 



an. Then 



•hy d 



little 1 



IT of 






ii lello. 



»>mnitra>, ti'aih children I 

iiiai>ry would soon vaatih Tr 
now nothing of hainan nt 



j»uKu. -i.~ ...o, «. ... „,.T,™«..... , Pretty name en on g! 

feUo--.^..™ f«m th™ tafan.^ „J J „ '■ 

r are taoghl lolook ujKjn aa an inferior ' j^' ^^^^^ ^_ ^^^ 
inga, men-lf hronght into the world for 
dt and adiantago. Thna they grow np, 
deOreck and Latin, and thnut themaeliea 

leamcdmen.lionito nde. ^^Knowh'dge 



of Ihe fi'rnier gixn thein the linei 
It Hop* tbfir hoanted knowledge toi 



CONSISTENCY. 



table, of Jesus Christ, Esq. ? 

How would Mr. Moses souna, wnen laiK- 
ing of (he ten plagues of Egypt P and, by. - 
Ihe-bye, oi friend Chtiat said of the com- 
mandment of lore, it was the eleventh and 
^atest of them all, ao Mr. Moact seems to 
have been the eleventh and greatest plague 
of Egypt, that famous city of onion-gods 
and conjaring priests. 

The second person of the Rodly firm went 
up and down the .Jews' villages instead of 
minding his work. When a modem Shi. 
loh doea ao he is stigmatised as a vagraai; 
then why not say that Mr. Jesus went vaga- 
bondising about the country ? 

Byron Bays, " I love the name of Mary.'' 
Pretty name enough ; but when speaking of 

Mrs. God seems much sim- 

i>r God much iweeter. 

' Gdeli do not set 
the example they should of ati«ight forward 
conduct. But this is no excuie for Chris- 
tians, as they profeas not to copy unbeliev- 
•sp. From the first of Ihe fathers to the last 
' ' popes, as Gibbon unaodally says. 



Chris 






The 



"Holy Rollers," of New 
, are perhaps the best Eect that has 
igup; but they may be much improved. 



Infidelity, — It is an unqnes 
P fact that the natural bia« of youth in ajpoxt 
always inclined towarda sceptici! ' ' ' 

" "f. And such is ■' 
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I says, a little philc 



iphy 
It deal of 



m thi. quality, 
ind have yet tc 



back to 

gion, hecauae it vrould humble the arrogance 
of the umieratanding ; and 3 moral bias 
against it, because it vrould check a aelf-ia. 
dulgencB of the paaaions. This ia especially 
■— le of young men in the incipient atagea of 
aoadon. They have a atrOF.g bias in 
favour of infidelity because it seeni to eman- 
cipate the nuni iiom »l"J(^T»fi.>^^% «s&ifivf^- 
dicB, anibeca.aBe\^\K3afewt««SiMo!»^^f«> 
tbe giafi{ice.6on o^ &« fttraWr-Sx^l*'- 
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THE UOLLOWNBSS OF THE WORLD. 
{From the Odd Fellow.) 

I have lived to nee. the light of love 

Gh> dar dy rrom my heart ; 
I have lived to Aee each tender dream 

Eternally depart. 

I have lived till even poesy 

Can yield but little blisa ; 
And I may monrn that I have lived 

For each a change as this. 

For weak and worthless are the joys 
That come when theie are pa.4t — 

Cold thunghts of gain, and cenimal cares, 
And grovelling pangd that last : 

• 

Oh, give me give me back that heaven 

Oi feelings dear though wild ; 
Of burning zeal aad pavilions young 

Which first my heart beguiled : 

For 1 would rather have for ever 

A light that led astray ^ 
Than tread with mean formality 

This worn and hackneyed way ; 

Where we must have a ready smile 

For those we scorn and hate, 
And tend with cringing courtesy 

To rognes who live in state ; 

Where we must follow Custom's roles 

Howe'er absurd and mean, 
Content to snow with other fools 

Our love for what has been ; 

To shun whatever of light and truth 

Increaiiing knowledge brings, 
And bow to old Corruption's sway. 

To bigoU and to kings. 

To check one's hate — to shape one's love — 

By fashion's wayward rule ; 
Be zealous in frivolity — 

In virtue's cause be cool. 

Oh, 1 would rather have for ever 

A light that led astray ; 
Than tread as worthless worldlings do, 

This worn and weary way. 

J. W.D»*** 

SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
For the Anil- Persecution Union. 

Collector, No. 50 jtl 

Mr. Canter, Worcester 2 6 

Mr. Thomas and friends 3 

London. M. Ryall, Sec. 

Now ready, price Tenpence, 

THE TRIAL OF GEORGE JACOB 
HOLYOAKE, 

On an indictment for Blasphemy, before Mr. 
Justice Erskine, and a Coinmon Jury, at 
Gloucester, August the 15th, 1842 From 
not^a RpeciaWy taken by Mr. Hunt ; the 
Auilioritif»citedi in the Defence being quo- 
tBd at /all ieogth. — Stiched in a wrapper. 



The Times has ratted from its high 

principles, and having copiously abi 

Dispatch for its atheism, deism, and a 

isms and itisntSy now assunaes our 

march, and actually becomes the bias 

in an out-and-out style, to which tht 

parallel, as the Times would say, evei 

Dispatch itself. Here is a quotation fi 

Times : — '* Phe Liturgy. — A corresp 

sugij^sts, that as the church is begin 

direct its attention to all subjects of ia 

ments, alterations, pews, &c., a gn 

provement mie:ht be made by subsl 

others than many of the present first 1 

which are dis8;usting1y indecent. It i 

ful to hear them read publicly before 

persons, and the minister generally 

for shame.*' Who would have suspec 

bishops' journal, the high church orioi 

the great Tory hireling, of denounci 

prayer-book as**DiSGUSTiNGLY inde( 

and us an infamy to be read to childre 

the reading of which makes even c 

readers blush for shame ? It is tme tl 

(The Weekly Dispatch) have been i 

the same things as forcibly as possit 

ten years, hut then the 7Vm«5 abused 

Atheists, villains, traitors, and mo; 

**and all that there," for so doing; bo 

the TimeSy though in the pay of go?en 

and the church, takes up all our laof 

and using it with its usual coarse tasi 

tacks the church service as a work ( 

most disgusting indecency. The coi 

law holds that the church service is "i 

and parcel of the law of the land.*' 

Times declares that the church serv 

HissfUstinifly indecent — we agree will 

Times though it is seldom that poli 

can be stretched so far on our parts, aD( 

we violate the immortal and sacred It 

our adored country. The church s 

is most disgustingly indecent, as the 

s ir?. What will the Times fall hack t 

Will this muddy hireling better his m 

going to the testament, old or new? 

laws of wills have been extre.Taely altei 

this country within a very few yean 

what will the Times do in this old anc 

testament case ? Wnat consistency is 

in its columns? A difference of two 

has produced an entire revolution iu il 

timents. On Monday it poured forth 

rent of wretched abuse and personal vi 

in its article on the education of the (; 

children of St. Pancras parish, on ac 

of a vestryman examining into their 

ous education ; and on Wednesday it 

round, and calls a portion of the rel 

rites, tt'hich it before so warmly deh 

disqustiinjly indcceht. We may excl«i 

deed — tempora mutanfur ! — DispaiA* 

' — 
1 YrvuXftdi a.\\^ V\sJo\:v*^Sk^ >i^ '\^^iVl«A PATI 
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CHRISTIANS IN DANGER. 



, ani3 is alloned to conCuJa ths 
f Chritit'B doctrine. Il may 
nnry of hii doctrine or it 



t upon 



may not, aU I c 
; CbrlsdaDi mj it iu, aul it ra verj daogeroui 
X dispute the truth of vhat Ihey my. Now 
Jeremy Benthaai, who was a i-apitil lawjer - 
and aound philosopher, tbougli but im indif- 
'-rent Cbriatian, auid, " If ebnBtianitj ba^ 
e law of the land, diBobediuoce to I^b|^ 
'pla of the Sermon on tbi^ Mgun 



lich opini ttfc Jf I 

product '■nifdE 

-" -I (Sal bel 



IderabW 

hand and Jen-, 
, all but . 

What it is OT what it ie Chriatiiins bji I rather thiiik sra not la he ' 
foUDd now-a-days, rauat find tbemselves in 
an aKbwardly daugeroua (lositiDa. Hale ntill 
hire it that Ehrigtianity ie part and parcel of 
the la* of the land. If bo, says Benlbani, 
*^ disobedieoee to Ihe precepts of tbe Sermon 
on the Monat ia an indictable offrnae." If 
vorld 9trBi|;|it. Bui Ihaugb Hale ia right Bentham muat be right, and 
e exBClty knon tbe boir Chriallana, who dont act npon the 
Mount Sermon doctrines are to he «a»ed, it 
e that'the Sermon will hediffioultifDotirapilMible tounderatand. 
As this in matter of aurpreme impartance 
to all Christians, I wiJl quote a little from the 
anid sermon, so that they ma; Bee (he precr- 
piee whereon they stand, and avoid a lurnble 
if they are able. Il cannot, I Ibink, for 
one moment be doubted that according la 
the judge-made and ynrson - aputatipg law 
already mentiDned evatj gronnjAOn of a 
Christian mother is open to iadii-tnlnit. Proin 
lis grace tbe Archbishop ol Caiitetbuiy, dowa 
J) the matt ragged and snivellinz of parish- 



aye delliered on the mount, I 1 
any dub will attempt to ' 
Id be rank blasphemy, in abort, In 
.i«hed a tmtli. If then tbe Sermon 
9 MoBnt is genuine cbristianjty, i? 
^d parcel of the law of the land ; Iheii 



ChristiBn . 
liepe, OJH who might not be indicted and li 
gaily puniiihed for acting in diametrical o] 
pnaltion to the doctrinea of tbe 5erinaii(|li lb 



ning absolutely nit about il, 
as maeb. As a prudent in- 
e I ahall aay nothing jiro in 



le land. Let us go to the Dew ttp-tamenl 
for proof of this.' "I *Qy unto you awoar 
' .1 all, neither by heawn for it is god's 

le, nor by tbe catlh for il !• Ills foinHtnol, 
er by Jerusalem for It is tbv vlxj cif lb« 
great king. Neither sbnlt ihou *wintr by thy 
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head, because thou canst not make one hair 
white or black. But let all your communica- 
tion be yea, yea, nay, nay, for whatsoever 
is more than these cometh of evil. Ye have 
heard that it hath been said, an eye for an 
eye and a tooth for a tooth, but I say unto ye 
that ye resist not evil, but whosoever shall 
smite thee on thy right cheek turn to him the 
other also ; and if any man sue thee at law, 
and take away thy coat let him have thy 
cloak also ; and whosoever shall compel thee 
to go a mile go with him twain. Give to 
him that asketh thee, and from him that would 
borrow of thee turn not away." 

Such is neither top nor tail, but a small bit 
of the body of that celebrated sermon said 
to have been delivered by Christ, and I think 
it must be admitted that Infidels, if maliciously 
inclined, could easily fill our gaols with 
Christians. Christians have served out In- 
fidels pretty severely, and now Infidels can 
pepper Christians in turn. I don't recom- 
mend this, I don't like the principle of revenge, 
agreeing entirely with Lord Bacon, that *^ he 
tnio revenges an injury is equal with his op- 
ponent, he who forgives one is superior/' If 
public utility, however, demand that some 
thousands of Christians should be indicted, 
why no feelings, however amiable, should be 
allowed to stand in the way of a sacred duty. 
If the Sermon on the Mount is part and par- 
cel of Christianity, and Christianity is part 
and parcel of the law of the land, it is certain 
that every oath taken in our police or any 
other courts, renders the swearer liable to in- 
dictment, for the sermon commands a yea, 
yea, and a nay, nay solamente. If a drunken 
Christian strike a sober Christian a heavy 
thump on the right cheek, the poor devil, that 
is the sober Christian, must turn to him (the 
thumper) the other also, that U may be well 
bruised and thumped likewise, or take the 
chance of an indictment. If an impudent 
scoundrel strip us of our coats, we must not 
rest satisfied, but let him have our cloakes 
into the bargain, or the thief may indict us 
for violating a part and parcel of the law of 
the land. If a good Cbristiaii is compelled 
to go oflf nile out of his way he must insist 
upon gMg a second mile in the same direc- 
tion, or he is open to indictment for disobey- 
ing the admirable precepts of the Sermon on 
the Mount. And lastly, he is no Christian 
who does not give to all who ask him, atd 
lend just as much as all other good folks 
choose to borrow. Woe, alas, to such a 
Christian, for if he don't choose to give all 
but his skin, and lend even his teeth, if his 
neighbours require them, he not only breaks 
the law of the land, and is open to indictment, 
but he breaks the law of god, which is a much 
more serious matter. The civil magistrates 
may put a man in prison, or pillory, or even 
hang, if need be, bat the uncivil chief magis- 
trates in the realms of glory may doom an 



unfortunate law-breaker to be always burning 

and never consuming. 

If such things be true indeed. 

Some Christians have a comfortable creed. 

But for the truth or falsehood of this iioe 
Sermon on the Mount, or indeed the truth or 
falsehood of any other Jew writings, is no. 
thing to the purpose, all I have to do with 
at present is the established fact, thatchri«ti. 
anity is part and parcel of the law of the 
land, the other established fact that the Ser- 
mon on the Mount is part and parcel of 
Christianity, together with the no less impor- 
tant established fact that not to act upon, or 
disobedience to the precepts of that sermon ii 
decidedly an indictable ofiTence. All, there- 
fore, that any man has to do, if he wish to 
annoy a Christian, or get him into a seriooa 
scrape, is to go and hit him very hard on the 
right cheek, when if the left be not forthcom* 
ing, the said Infidel can either knock the 
Christian down or indict him, whichever may 
be most convenient ; or having sued hin at 
law, and got his best new coat, see that the 
said Christian willingly give his best ckek 
also. If the Christian grumble, the said In- i 
fidel may seize him by the nape of the neck, j 
and having made him go a mile at a good 
brisk trot, watch narrowr ly if said Christian 1 
goes smilingly, willingly, and comfortably a i 
second mile with his tormentor, just by way j 
of keeping him company. Or a poor Infidel, i 
a ragged empty-stomached rascal for instence, 
may go to a rich Christian, to his lordship the I 
Archbishop of Canterbury to wit, and ask 
him for al^ the silver and gold he the said 
archbishop has over and above what is strictly 
apostolic, that is all above none, and if the 
rich archbishop would not give to him that 
asked, or attempted ito turn away from the 
borrower, why all I have to say is, that » 
Christianity is part and parcel of the law of 
the land, and the Sermon on the Mount part 
and parcel of Christianity, he could be indicted 
and sent to the treadmill, with the additional 
mortification of being compelled by law to 
love the scamps who sent him there, to bles 
them when they were cursing him, and do 
other impossible things in order to prove hii 
repentance, and be one of " the children of ^ 
father which is in heaven." For if his Urd. 
ship of Canterbury only loves those who low 
him, what reward has he ? And if he saint* 
his brethren only, what does he more thaft 
others ? do not even publicans and Infiddi 
so ? Be ye, therefore, my lord of Canter- 
bury, and all other good Christians -perfect, 
even as your father which is in heaven ii 

perfect. 

I use the language of a tcue disciples 
Christ, nay, it is the veiy language of Ckri* 
himself, so that if it savour of the absord thit 
is not my fault. I deny not that if any vm 
or woman were to act upon Christiampreeeilll 
they would infallibly be placed in a madhooM. 



:hli«tiai 



defend Ibefr ( 
' eao, bat if (1 

, rmnlteither,abnetjanil:r 'stub, like all 
tabs, Btiould (tand upon its own boltom, 

boC long aiaue a gentleman of uonsider. 

*irtune, well koown in Brrmiugbsm, 

be plana reaolution of practising chriati- 
ipreceptB. He was determiaed to dr> 
Ihera as be would that others abould 
sbim, by way orcommenosnient, >nd 
ig one da; a naked or almost naked 
-Chfiatian, he stripped off his ow 
I (0 place them on the poor begga 
1 throggb the etreels naked as h 
ttij like bare bnClauked Isaiah 
I the babil of doing tba' 
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dogmas and ' 



its dictates! SocTBWELi. or HiiLida 
will any that a black list of ugly facli— t. 
as go'pel writ — ny, taken Irora the " bo 
disine," corroboralei the confession. It 
an ill wind that blows nobody any good. 



id hB- 



onder 
been expected, the naked and m( 
tat Christian was speedily cacri 
imapstrate, who being a ChrintiBn t 
•ootber stamp, ordered him to a lunali 
-a, whieh it mnat be confessed was th 
place for so oonsiatent a praati"er < 
seepts tanght by thf — ' - ' - - - 



Ij. perhaps noT 






Bofoolia 



nith" 






That 



aa belieTe, la a 

learaa oryalal." l heir preoepts are ao 
f airaaengical and not a few o! them an 
rUely wieked, that did tbej attempt to 
Ikfialenllj with them society woald be 
IS disnlied, and as regarda all political 
ial clriliBation chaos woald cume again, 
it ia that their profeaaions have ever 
wide of, and ever must be in oppositioa 
icalto, their opinions. Whatever may 
of their wisdom and goodness, they 






fonli 



u. The great 

llthat KBooiety of reaf Christiana i 
Met, and I amdecidedty of that opinio 
t'Chrialian wcnld be a real lunatic, ai 
taaociety of aucb tnight be formed 
birdly bang together. 



WHAT IS GOD? 



««a th( 



>efln already sfi ably 
riodical, [hat I cannot 
humble merit of fnr- 
t fresb answer. >'ai In thia letter 
. content myhcll with clainiing " le- 
ImV' being but a "gatherer and dta- 
or«th« men's stuff." 
ke the aasweras I find it written aoroe- 
1b the Jew. book, viz,, god b love, and 
) follow the Christians to their crimed, 
the god-idea is still further elaborated 
'Gjllowing definition: — Qod the father 
Jirabenuble, |[0d the <on incomprehen- 
rod tht holy-ghost incompreheuaible. 
■ 1 itop not to inquire hem he, the, or 



lel. Aa might I ^^y freely use 

tion to "an avenging god," or on my 
d fo Bedlam, the happy Cauaan, they 
I serve for subjects of much curinns re- 
rch and endless inquiry. ' I proceed then 
the examination of the credal definition 
!od. ■ 

^od the father, that ia love. God the son, 
t is the childof god the father or love. 

ive-chitd. And god the holy-ghost, whom 
' would think w. the mollier-god efgod 

But in reading the account at the birth 
and parentage of god the sun, we find it ex- 
pressly stated in the eighteenth verse of the 
Aral chapter of Matthew : — 

" Now the birth of Jems Christ WMon thin 
wise: When, aa his mother Mary was ea- 
ponsed to Joseph, bi/ori thet/ eamt togelher, 
she was found with child of the kotg-s^""^-" 
Hence, god the son must evidently have been 
a lane-child as already stated, and hit fatlfer 
was the holy-ghost. 

In saying this it will be perceived that I 

leave all human agency out of the quealioD, 

and cavil not with Christian! on tbe inoom- 

prehensible nature of Christ's birth and 

parentage. 1 am willing toadmltthatChriat 

was born of the Virgin Mary, but it must be 

conceded me that tbe holy-ghost was bis 

father, and not god No. I, misnamed god tbe 

Few, if any, can doubt this if they 

e truth of the Jewish reooi;dH- . 

iirse I do not, and cannAt'helieiB 

the child ••( the Virgin 



'yle. 



lary. 



Ifl' 



n agency ii' 



there was a good deal of 
die afiair. No. god tbe son must nave oeeu 
re all time from god No. I. 
ind some how or other hef;ol1en again by 
'^lc Virgin Mary, ohich 03 tbe face of ii 

a work of lUperrogaiioo. But god's 

; not our wavs. * 



opp. 

ways are not our ways. 

Difficulties now croi 

fait, arising from the 

ture of the subject, i 



'd positions already adva 
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to me Ua Mnguine. lucb oonliB prove iasur- 
■nounlkblr liKirivre to further progren. But 
in ipite of them all 1 oill procud. Mins 
be the ItHk lo vindiciLLe the creed of the 
Chriidaa-— to show it in its proper ligbt, and 
lay bnre its hidden springs, nad remote con. 
■equenceB. What tliouj{h I confound the oom- 
maa seme, and disgust the good feeling of 
the cammimitf, "truth i> alnajg cousiv- 
tepl and shall prerail.'' 

Happy indeed sb^l I be if re>«on retains 
her throne amidit the mysterief of the in- 
comprehensible, uid intelleot be not fut ever 
dimmed in the glare of heavenly truth. 
Others have fallen. Tremble, presumptuous, 
lest thou share their fate ! 

I resume. Thus ^ the ion is not the 
Bhild of the Virgin Mary, but the son of god 
Mo, i, who cannot be his father, for we ha™ 
already fathered him on the holy-gliast, ^od 
No. 3. God the father ought therefore (o 
be called gad the mother, and the order runs 

Neminally. Really. 

Crod the father. Cod the mother. 

Qod Ibe Bon. God the love-child, 

Ood the boly-ghtHt. God the httlier. 

Tbst I ma; not be thooght to palm upon 
the ChrJMJans any idea uf my ovd, I beg 
my readers lo refer to bis scriptures, where 
iMwill frequently read, " I will beget a son," 
swamiieadii'iiie reinalewill doit, and wbeo 
IbfaoFi is bronght into tha world, mark the 
■oUdtode of god No, 1. Hear her shouting, 
"TbisismybelotedsoQ.hearyeym"— CTiuo- 
ip|r the ntmint mUemil affection, God the 
fatfa er won Id, human lyspeakiuKiDDU tent him- 
self with saying, " this is my son ; " it is only 
a ffloLher who would say my faloped son. 

Thus, all matter is under patticoal govern- 
lief in god the I'alher, are wofully daceWed. 
Generations too have desceuded lo the grave 
to-vake in future torments, through this sad 

These consideratioss are weighty, and 
many will dvubllcss raise objections against 
this novel interpretation of the trinity. But 

and #U1 be found a great help to enplaiu 
many at preeent inexplicable pa&sagei a,ud 



Do t 






nc. It 



appears very s 



that Mo» 

rock, and promised a sight of god No. 
should bnvB been favoured with only a ba 
view. Bat now it is enplained — model 
forbad her being seen ia any other positioi 

Again, in the S6ih verse of (he 1st 
Geneua, god says, " let us make man in n 
imave." Now be it remembered this occi 
red before the creation of Adam. Ueuce 
nasi evidently mean the cieatioa of god t 

SBO 



father, eommcmly colled god the tr 
This view, too, is much itrengtbened 
enploined by the Alhaniulan creed, t 
we Ifsrn "that the right faith is " 
god the son is both god and man : yeti^ 



ion of the godhi 

of the nan^oorf i 

Now the mini 



le Chri) 






it by « 
B flesh, but by t 



Christ being nkfs 
goa peiore any men existed, we an I 
lily account for the life of celibeej htii J 
lorted to have lived. We ean at 
bcgelling of a hod before 



dgodi 



ig the Ji 



, by cnjoii 



It all w 



irof V 



appropns _ 

the Mse of the god— -such to be irredeeio 
at any price. It is only wonderful tbilT 
many ladies that fell to bis aba 
god were bom. One would ha' 
mighthavB peopled the earth w 
kept a gnodlj number by bim foraa 
gency. But perhap 

assured that be did all for tbe beat. 

but absolutely essential far i 

nf the holy scriptures, and clearijrde 

from the catholic faith. 

But my neiv views of theology baMlfl 
trespassed too much on joor valaaUef 
dical. I therefore conclude, oStria 

with the facts of tbeoloj 

"Upon all necessary and fitting oi 
whether fensls or not. shall be auiEl 
orsbonted, this confessioi 
faith, by the people sitting st haiiw,«l 
the priest honling to heaven. 

A lanuitlm good creed. 
" More pigs and leu parsoiis. 
'" ■ ; saved bflfort 



^ssary that he hold the i 



holic I 



"And the catholic faith ia this :— ItiA M 
worship three gods, an old woman, fcit 
adopted love-child, aud her husband, MD- 
monly called, god the [nother. ^ 
child, and god the father, and yet not tttW 
gods, but one. 

" Neither confounding tbe person 
places ot birth. Fur god came IromTruiaa, I 
the holy one from Mount Paruv, and llie 
lamb OD an ass from Bethlehem. I 

" And there is one person of the jonlher- I 
that ol an old woman, self existent, vegtwiilis 
in obscurity, surrounded by nothing till Ai 
lost six thousand years. 

" Another of (he bther, originnlly ei 



-a^A- 
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n the image of god No. 1, about dx thon- 
And years ago, but generally appearing in 
tbe form of a dove, because at Qaza he 
toraed pigeon-hearted and could not drive 
<mt the inhabitants of the valley because of 
their iron chariots. 

"And another of the love-child, given as 
• propitiation for our sins, and made a little 
lower than the angels ; he was begotten be- 
fore the worlds, of the substance of the mo- 
tiler, who, after an eternity of labour, find- 
ing herself incompetent to the task, was 
obliged to adopt the offspring of an illicit 
amour between her husband and the spouse 
of a carpenter. However, she had not the 
generosity to support him. But with the 
Oteeption of sending him a few red-herrings, 
and a shilling or two, when threatened by the 
^ boms/ left him dependant on the hard toil 
of the injured carpenter — the generous 
Joseph. 

''And in this trinity none is afore or after 
tihe other, none is greater or less than the 
other. 

** But the whole three persons are co-eternal 
together, and co* equal. 

" And the mother is * as long as the earth, 
«nd broad as the sea' — larf^e dimensions for 
a woman. The father is about the size of a 
]ngeon, and the love-child hath the dimen- 
aiooi of a man, so that they are all exactly 
cqatl! 

** And the mother is older than eternity ; 
Ibe father is older than eternity, less six 
tiumsand years, and what is to come ; and 
fte son being only eighteen hundred and 
fcrty two, will nevertheless be as old as either, 
rixmld he live long enough. 

" It is necessary to believe all this to secure 
nlvation from the bloody fangs of the 
*hoIy catholic church and communion of 
siiots,' in hopes too of the forgiveness of 
■08, and to ensure ' a good birth * in the re- 
ioirection of the body and life everlasting. 

**This is the catholic faith, which except 
Anian believe faithfully he cannot be saved. 

"And if he does believe faithfully he be- 
comes a child of promise — for the hmatic 
*sylnm, and an inheritor of the glory — of 
•living lost his wits, and taken leave of his 
•eoaes.'* J. B. Lear. 



The free inquirer's why and 

BECAUSE. 

WRITTEN BY CHARLES SOUTHWEI^. 
VII. 

^rom what has been advanced, it must ap- 
[>ear that science is, in its comprehensive 
tsiite, knowledge, while art b the applica- 
loD thereof. I'he scientific man is a the- 
tristy I of course mean tbe mere man of 
denee, whereas the artlrt is the practical 
881 



man ; it is almost impossible to cooeeifo a 
great artist who could be ignorant of the 
nature of the materials with which and by 
which he produced his works. T|f grpat 
Phidias must have been well acquainti*d with 
the human figure, or he could never have 
chiselled his Minerva or his Theseus ; and it 
is unquestionably true that there are many 
men of science who are not and never can 
be artists, but no man can be eminent as an 
artist who has no science. The fable of the 
Sphinx has been supposed to have much deep 
meaning in connexion with the sciences and 
the arts. It is related that the Sphinx was a 
monster variously formed, having the face 
and voice of a virgin, the wings of a bird, 
and the talons of a griffin. She resided on 
a moantain near the cit}* of Thebes ; and 
also beset the highways. Her manner was 
to lie in ambush and seize travellers ; and 
having them in her power, proposed to them 
certain dark and perplexing riddles, which it 
was thought she received from the muses, 
and if her wretched captives could not solve 
and interpret these riddles, she with gieat 
cruelty fell upon them in their hesitation 
and confusion and tore them to pieces. The 
plague having reigned a long time, the The- 
bans at length ofiered their kingdom to the 
man who could interpret her riddles, there 
being no other way to subdue her. Oedipui^y 
a penetrating and prudent man, though lami 
in his feet, excited by so large a reward, 
accepted the condition, and with good assn- 
ranee of mind cheerfully presented himself 
before the monster, who directly asked him, 
^* What creature that was which being four- 
footed, afterwards became two-footed, then 
three- footed, and lastly four-footed again ?" 
Oedipus, with great presence of mind replied, 
it was man, who upon his first birth and 
infant state crawled upon all fours, in endea- 
vouring to walk — but not long after that 
went upright upon his two natural feet — 
again, in old age, walked three- footed with 
a stick — and at last growing decrepid lay 
four-footed confined. And having by this 
exact solution obtained the victory, he slew 
the monster, and laying the carcass upon an^ 
ass, led her away in triumph ; and upon this,, 
according to agreement, was made king of 
Thebes. This fable has been ingeniously in- 
terpreted by Lord Bacon, who, among other 
observations f«ys, it was invented to represent 
science, especially as joined with practice 
(that is fLTt). For science may without ab- 
surdity be called a monster, being strangely 
gazed at and admired by the ignorant and 
unskilful. Her figure and form is demon^ 
by reason of the vast variety of subjects that 
science considers. Her voice and counte- 
nance are represented female by reason of her 
gay appearance, and volubility of speech 
(for 4ici«Dce has in general rather been » 
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lMtr]raiidtalkBtiv« thiDglhu]«>lid,M 



Bble, 



iml). 






nnd OjfttiouC ir a monifiit, for knowledge, 
like tight com oiuiii rated from one torch to 
■uolher, is preijently catched and cnpiomly 
diffuced. Sliarp and booked t&lons are ele- 
guBdy attributed to her, because the axioms 
and BfguraentBof jcieoie enlerlhe mind, Iny 
hold ol it, Rx it dom, and keep it from 
moring and slipping away. Ajain, all 
Bcieooe seema plaoed on high, as it were on 
the loptoFmountBioiithat ore hard to climb; 
for scieoce ii jnstly imagined a sublTme aod 
lofty thiDg, looking down upon ignoraaee 

takioK an exteoBiie ?ie» on all sides, as in 
DBua] on the tops or mouiitainB. Science is 
said Ui beset the highwnyai because through 
all tbfi joume; and peregrination of human 
life, there is matter and occasion oOered of 
contemplation. It is added that the Sphinx 

an tss; for thpra is nothing lo subtile and 
■bstmse, hot after being made pluln, and 
intelligible, and common, it maybe received 
bftbeslowestcapacity. The Sphinx was con- 



THE WOETH OF MAN. 

The subfect we havg under c 
is of vital importi 
ei^rded in the calm , 
philiMophy, apart from human predild 
' irejudicf, which hav 
fatal obstacles to t! 
promulgation of troth. Man's north ^ 

md here let me enpresa dy disnat fn 
.ch a recent Sedtl CnH 
stake not, Kr. OWnf 
Yocated, and the congress sanotion«lil 






and ii 
. lall; make too mm 
solution ef Sphinx's riddles, • 
that she prevailing, their n 
racked and torn by disputes, 
gained by works and effnols. 
B.n called a responsible 
lany ill'trained individuals hold 
iKestrange and fanciful 
nature is etsentially depraved, radically and 
irretrievably vicioui, which genera! corn 
tiqn ii acooscquence of the fallen nature 
man, brought fthout by the sin of Ada 
These reosoners further say that, thoH 
fallen, degraded, with all the thoughts of < 
lally, ' '■ ' ' " 




>eliki 



i should hi 



It pain I 



secures a willow the otSe 
ie oak. and the? are each supe 
ther (or as our dictionary deGiii 
eriorbat it, greater in dignity or eicetleiUti 
ccording to the purposes to which Ibey It) 
} be applied, each therefore being $i ~ 
1 dignity or excellence than the otbir, 
I no abialute superiority. Just so la it 
uidials, the same relationship that — 
ear to each other, so is the relationilitp 
'ith animals, if the oak, relatively to ' ~ 
e in no nise niperior to the willow, 
=lativelyte " ■ ■ - 



All those therefore 



tbose they torture responuble. and ar 
ated by tbe inlerual spirit of a Ne. 
Caligula. 

gistrate asked a Negro it he oonli 
"Tea, iiiastB, a little," "Do you e 
thebiblepi' " Ysn, masas, I strap m 



e their value entirely tc 
istence. Suppose we d 
tell swoop from the face i 
will miss him, or rather 
regret his absence ? Wil 
prisoos, the fish be devour 
ters, will these not contii 
hi^althful 



ir whatvai' 



ing? Then will they 



of life, if life be w 



injoy tt 



ikilt I 



of yeare, and not be destroyed ei 
term be completed. Destroy aun «» i 
. away goes everything of which hums 
. thought is cognizant; the value of the dlif I 
I mond, the immortality of the soul, beaten, 
' hell, god, deTil,-Vid all such imagiuUip- ; 
Where are they ? The ei ' 
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one, the leasons return as usual, all natural 
tnomena operas as before, the woods 
MNind with the song-bird's melody, and the 
liphin leapt gaily in the dancing sunbeams, 
Ifes have given up their sites for pasture, 
id flocks and herds browse in security on 
• fiUraess of a kindly soil. Here then it is 
lin that man in his petty greatness is not 
iB essential to the upholding of the fabric 
tiM wfurld. O man ! thou imbecile, tboa 
icrocosm of miserable vanities, when wilt 
oa learn a lesson of rationality from thy 
ethren of the forest ? When divest thyself 
thy predilections for the human race ? 
ir a moment get offthe stilts of arrogance 
i4 presumption on which your irrational 
ide has placed you, look abroad if you can 
■er the surface of the earth with the impar- 
il and unprejudiced eye of a philosopher, 
e you npt life and motion in a variety of 
rms? life and growth in the tree; life, 
"owth, and motion in the animal ; see yuu 
3t as much variety of action as of form, 
id death and decomposition as surely fol- 
iving life in man as in the so-called inferior 
limiJs ? As night is to day, so is death to 
fe; and we as surely rise again after death, 
tt dog equally with the man, as the sun 
itoms after an usual absence. What, it 
HI b^ asked by the religious, do you think 
WUBelf DO better than the dog ? Just so, I 
eply, I think myself no better than the dog, 
tttthis implies no self-degradation, for I 
lunk the highest in the realm no better. 
Sat i would ask why is the dog singled out 
H^ an object of special degradation P i 
^k it would reflect no discredit upon some 
3f our human animals if they were to 
tike a lesson in fidelity and honeVty 
fimn the contemned brute. Nature recog- 
BiKg no inequality of rank among animal 
niiteDces. Inhere is no absolute high or low, 

?or down, for example, if we take a circle 
our globe and place upon it at equal 
^iitanees four individuals, bidding them at 
^ given moment to point upwards, they 
*'BQld of course all point in opposite or con- 
^'^7 directions, hence no absolute up or 
'^ in nature. The upwards of the £n- 
Wbman is the downwards of the Australian, 
Ad vice versa. The universe has been 
■Qagined as a continuous revolving circle, 
^lUitifully symbolised by the figure of a 
Upent with its tail in its mouth, ever in 
Potion never at rest. Hence then we are 
Bdden to seek a state of equality in har- 
mony with nature's recognised and eternal 
^Wi. Let us now look at sentient beings in 
■Imtion to each other, and 1 think it will be 
k«n that man must lose by the comparison. 
(•n ig said to be a progranive animal. All 
Himals are progressive^^JD they not during 
^ ooiuie of life acquire ideas, knowledge, 
^periaice, and die F What does man more P 
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He communicates his knowledge — io does 
everything else ; man must be trained by his 
fellows to know what Plato thought or said, 
or he would be thoroughly ignorant of the 
fact, and who will venture to say that all 
animals possess not a knowledge of circum- 
stances attending their own previous life of 
yesterday, of the past month, seasons or 
year, and who will say that this knowledge 
is not capable of being communicated to the 
younger animals of their own species, and 
perhaps through many of their generations ? 
If you take any animal in the creation, no 
matter which, it will be only reasonable to 
suppose that it possesses certain sensations, 
feelings, appetites, or mental associations of 
ideas peculiar to itself, man can know no 
more of what passes in the organism of the 
beetle, than the beetle can know what passes 
in the mind of man ; and being in possession 
of life and sensations peculiar to itself, these 
are all important, as important as life and 
sensations are to man ; and thus the beetle 
assumes as good and valid a title to be the 
head of creation and paragon of animals as 
man himself, seeing that the rest of the ani- 
mal world is as nothing when weighed 
against its own existence in life. 

Charles Dent. 

( To be continued.) 

REVIEW. . 

*^NewTracts for theTimes: or Warmth, Light , 
.and Food J or the Masses.** — Cousins. 

What sensations of delight and admiration 
the lover of bis npecies, one who winbes all to 
see the truth, not as it is in Jesas but as it is 
in fact, experiences on beholding a fresh ally 
in the good task of repelling error. The pro- 
phetic voice of truth drives into the sea of ob- 
livion the chimerical notions of superior in- 
telligences, whether of gods or angels, devils, 
or witches. Such were my reflections on pe- 
rusing the above tract, which ably combats 
many of the arguments concerning the divinity 
of Christ. It will be read by many who 
would faint at the very name of the Oracle, 
therefore I think it destined to do some good. 
An extract will better show the author's 
intentions : — 

Isaiah ii. 2, 3,4. — 2. And it shall come to pasa in the 
last days, that the mountain of the lord's house shall 
be exalted above the hills ; and all nations shall flow 
into it. 3. And many people shall go and say. Come 
ye, and let os go np to the mountain of the lord, to 
the house of the god of Jacob ; and he will teach us 
of his ways, and we will walk in his paths : for out 
of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the 
lord from Jerusalem. 4. And he shall jadge among 
the nations, and shall rebuke many people : and 
they shall beat their swords into plow-aharea^ a,ud 
theit speara mto ^fnu&n%-\ioc»W«^ x«»£ol«c ^&atSi. *QbKi 
J* learn wax any more. 
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The point of the verse 2 of this prophecy is fhat, 
the lord's hooMe, or the religion of the messiahf shall 
not only be entablished above others, but that all 
nations shall be converted to it. That this has been 
effected by Christ's religion we deny — Christianity 
has been established upwards of eighteen centuries. 
It has then had ample time to verify all those pro- 
phecies which it has presumptuously applied to it* 
self— as the sun, however, wUl not go back to lessen 
the Christian calendar, we look to the result of 
eighteen centuries of Christianity. We look and we 
find that the Muhummedans, and the Druses, the 
Jews, and the Southcottians, the Pagans and the 
Parsees, the Intidels, and not least the noble Panthe- 
ists, far out number the Christians. We know, in 
fact, that while there are comparatively only a few 
Christians in the world, there are Christians who 
are not Christians ; and we likewise discover that 
the twenty-one millions of England pay five times 
more, according to their number, for their religion, 
than is paid for their religions by the two hundred 
and nineteen millions of other nations. Joshua ben 
Joseph, or Jesus Christ, then, cannot be the messiah, 
for not only our souls, but our pockets, bitterly 
reqiure salvation. 

This is pretty well for a beginning. The 
bishop of Exeter thinks this joarnal rather in- 
clined to heterodoxy, but I am of opinion he 
will stare at this piece of reasoaing. He will 
no doubt be afraid that betwixt the attacks of 
one party and the other, the rhinoceros hide 
even of a Christian may not be invulnerable. 
I think the author might have gone a step 
further than merely exposing the nonsensical 
jai^on of Tsaiah, he might have shown the 
almost utter want of all internal or external 
evidence of the impostor styled " Joe ben 
Joseph, "excepting that at present the Christi- 
ans of this country are busy beating their 
plough-shares into swords and muskets, and 
manufacturing chain-shot,andotherChristian- 
like weapons to annihilate the Chinese and 
A Afghans. This 1 think is the only evidence 
extant. The tract continues — 

The point of tha verse 4 of this prophecy is, that 
the lord, or the messiah, should establish the uni- 
versal reign of peace throughout the earth — that this 
has not been done by Jesus Christ, or by his follow- 
ers, is scriptared in blood-red letters around the 
globe. Ask the Saracens whether the Christians 
have performed it? Ask the Mexicans and the Pe- 
ruvians, whether the Christians, Pizarro and Cortez, 
brought peace ? Ask William Hewitt's " Chris- 
tianity and Colonization " about it : and then go 
and inquire of the poor widow of Rathcormac con- 
cerning it ? They will all say, with one heart and 
voice, that Christianity has not brought peace. 
Christ himself said, ** I come not to bring peace, but 
a sword ;" his followers have re-echoed him. In 
Austria there are 280,500 warriors ; in Prussia, 
200,000 ; in Russia, 800,000; in France, 480,000 ; in 
Bavaria, 35,800 ; in Denmark, 40,000 ; in Belgium, 
47,000; in HoUsnd, 26,000 ; in Norway, 12,000 ; in 
Sweden, 45,500; in Saxony, 16,000 ; in SwitTCtVau^, 
3S,000; in Wnrtenbnrg, 14,000; inSpauv,80,W» -, 
in Portugaly 30,000 ; in the Roman StAtea, 10,QW 
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inSarduua. 48,000; in SieUy, &5,000 ; in Qm 
6,500 ; in the United States, 7,000 ; and in the I 
tish Isles, 135,000 warriors. This, then, is not I 
prophesied reign of peace, and Jodiaa ben Jose] 
or Jesus Christ, is therefore not the Mesaiali. 

Here I am at issue with the author, 
does not follow that because war, with all i 
concomitant horrors has attend^ the intr 
duction of this detestable system of religio 
that Joe ben Joseph was not the Messia 
For if Messiahs are to be supposed at ail, i 
have a right, from all histories of gods, moi 
especially the Jew-god, to believe notiu'n 
would be so pleasing to them as the scene < 
the world in arms. In fact, it is the on! 
eridence of a god's existence, for wherever 
few nations are gathered together to wii 
there is he in the midst of them. The slaogii 
ter anticipated by the clergy and the paper 
they patronise, in Affghanistan, fully support 
the assertion that the religion of Christ in 
caused more bitter feuds, implacable heut 
burnings, more of all that is detestable i 
vice, than any other religion ever promulgated 
it has turned the earth into a hell. 

The author proposes a remedy, '' Comnn 
nism," a state which will combine phy«ei 
and moral improvement, \t differs Httiefroi 
that laid dpwn by Mr. Owen. He thmba 
the advantages of present society, withoi 
any of its disadvantages, may be obtained c 
a much smaller scale than hitherto suppose! 
We hope his philanthropic wishes may I 
carried into effect, despite of the barriers 
custom, or the spleen of priests. 

T. P. 
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SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 

Tn the earliest a^es mankind mateiiiUied 
their notions of forces, erecting them into 
deities presiding over them, of this class vras 
Japittfr the god of thunder of the Greeks, and 
Jehovah the god of war of the Jews. But 
men becoming too keen for such gross im- 
positions, knaves threw dust in their eyes, 
lest they should reject gods entirely when 
they divested them of their corporeal bodies. 
They commenced by attenuating the idea, 
and concluded by spiritusdising the attenu- 
ation. Instead of the material Jupiter and 
Chfist gods, we have space, motion, power, 
and I know not what beside, and the bewil- 
dered victims of theological jargon seem fast 
approaching that awful condition when they 
will be *^ without god in the world.'' 

These emblematic evidences of the progress 
of intelligence amongst the masses, has not 
failed to frighten the theological vampires of 
Earope for the safety of their craft. This 
accounts for the new face protestantism is 
assuming in this country. Slowly and silently 
are the ** new move " churchmen undermin- 
ing the foundation upon which the reformed 
fabric has been raised. With the title of 
pusei/ism, an attempt is being made to estab- 
lish the supremacy of spiritualism over all 
political, social, and moral institutions. The 
right of private judgment on matters of faith, 
curtailed and partial though it is, is now found 
to be a grievous evil. Atheists and Infidels 
claimed a participation in this fruit of the 
Reformation. This was daggers to the party 
who had obtained power and wealth by the 
assertion of the principle. They could have 
tolerated dissent on some small abstract mat- 
tem of faith, but to open the sedan chair of 
their god and expose him to vulgar eyes was 
too muol^ and the reformed church is now 
striving to obtain the iron gripe upon the 
minds of the people once possessed by the 
Roman pontiff. Then will they be able to 
secret its fooleries and pernicious delusions 
from the public gaze, then will they anathe- 
matize and damn all who expose their pre- 
Bumptuous arroganoe. Let it not be sup- 
posed the efforts making by the Puseyites are 
likelj tobeJDeffeotaaL from a want of energy, 
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friends, or patrons— no, they are well supplied 
with all. A Mr. Alexander, a converted Jew, 
has been appointed bishop for Jerusalem, and 
has proceeded to the east to titke possession of 
his new see. The proposed plan of procedure 
is as follows : a gradual withdrawal from all 
bible societies; correspondence wiih the vari- 
ous churches or the continent ; occasionally 
introducing some of the popish ceremonies 
during the morning service, and should the 
congregation complain through not being up 
to the trick, the bishop pretends to reprove the 
offending priest ; that edicts or precepts shall 
issue from Jerusalem, or city of David, for 
the conduct of the faithful, and thus gradually 
introduce a glorious supremacy. All the 
bishops are heart and soul in the cause, seve- 
ral wealthy aristocrats have subscribed largely 
for the carrying into practice (f a system 
which promises to protract the evil day for 
them which they now see approaching, the 
real object of the king of Prussia, in visiting 
this country, was to patronise the movement, 
and he contributed £15,000 towards its suc- 
cess. On the continent the same disposition 
is manifested, in the spiritualised plans of the 
mystic school, in the coosolidation of the 
churches, in the building of Cologne cathedral, 
with the speech of the king of Prussia on the 
occasion, showing that a spiritual despotism, 
differing only in name from that of Rome, will 
be attempted. 

Such is the system styled puseyism. Num- 
bers have already withdrawn their support 
from bible-distribution societies, with a view 
to limit its circulation ere it destroy those who 
at present live by it. I would recommend, 
despite Mackintosh's "doubt," that associa- 
tions of Atheists be formed in every town 
possible, that communicatious be opened with 
the leading Infidel minds of the continent, that 
a union of action be determined upon, so 
that the machinations of religious schemers 
may be frustrated. And surely if god- wor- 
shippers can be banded together for the pur- 
pose of crushing freedom of opinion, Atheists 
may combine to prevent them. Another rea- 
son why we should put our shoulders to the 
wheel of political and moral regeiicration at 
this crisis is, tljat reU^low \s Q^^oi^'tA. Vs -aSSw 
\ and every V\tid o! aax^Xvw^'Cva'a.Ql tBv^^L'i^^iKsv^^ 
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conditioD, and is contented with nothing less 
than the subjugation of hii) reason. The fol- 
lowing extract from a church magazine will 
bear out the assertion better than anything I 
could say : — 

^^ Religion is on the side of conservatism. 
The religious newspapers of the country are 
the open and uncompromising advocates of 
conservative principles. Religion and politics 
cannot coincide. The dissenter must leave 
his religion in a lock-up if he ventures abroad 
in quest of political light. His faith con- 
demns his politics: his vote and bible must 
never be stored together. As a paper be« 
comes religious it ceases to be Radical. A 
Radical Christian is a non-entity. The altar 
is the prop of the throne. The two alterna- 
tives are dissent and democracy, or religion 
and conservatism." 

This is the truth, a Radical Christian is a 
Don-entity, and J know it, and would prepare 
the Atheists for the struggle, for by them 
must the real emancipation of man be brought 
about. Religion and political liberty cannot 
exist together, and before a people are politi- 
cally free they must be free from stupidity, or 
religion. T. P. 



IS THERE A GOD ? 

XXIV. 

When BUhop Berkeley said " there waw no matter," 

And proved it — "twas no matter what ho said: 

They say hi^ sydtem 'iU in vain to batter, 

Too subtle for the airiest hnman head ; 

And yet who can believe it ? I would shatter, 

GHadly, all matters down to stone, or lead. 

Or adamant, to nnd the world a spirit. 

And wear my head, denying that I wear it. 

Byron. 

I HAVE endeavoured to establish (see " Is 
there a God," No. 45) first, that there is but 
one real existence in the universe, which real 
existence I call matter. Second, that ntind is 
a nominal not real existence, like space, time, 
inertia, repulsion, attraction, motion, color, 
and which are all purely idealy all words ex- 
pressive of certain orders of material pheno- 
mena ; in short, that mind is awell understood 
effect of which matter is the cause. Third, 
that there is n.o escaping a ** vicious circle " 



opinion, to '^ make assurance doubly sure," 
I will, at the risk of some repetition, venture 
a few more paragraphs. 

So much has been said and so many thoa- 
sands of volumes written about mindj that 
many shrewd people are persuaded there 
really is such a thing. If I mistake not, 
however, the following observations will go 
far towards dissipating so Indicrons, illusory, 
and mischievous a notion. 

That an actual existence must be a thing ^ 
by whatever name such thing may be called, 
or whatever ybr/ii it may assume, will appear 
to every reflectingreader a self-evident traism. 
Hence the word no-thing can have no other 
than a negative signification, that is a signi- 
fioation signifying nothing but the absence of 
everjtting. 

The prince of theological logicians, Dr. 
Samuel Clarke, said ** nothing was the oolj 
thing with respect to which everything might 
be truly denied, and nothing could be truly 
affirmed." It follows, that if mind be nothingt 
it is logical to deny and illogical to affirm 
anything respecting it, but if mind be lome- 
thing it must be matter^ as a something NdX 
matter is inconceivable, and just such an iii~ 
conceivable non-descriptable something la 
mind. To talk about the reality of mind is 
talking at random, it being an accident not; st 
subject, a consequence of action not slti 
actor. Those who suppose mind a thiog, 8 
no more rational than the man who took gr^ 
pains to catch sounds, that he might pa C 2% 
few in his breeches pockt-t. Sounds are ef- 
fects, so are minds, and of course withontn* af- 
ter no such effects conld be produced. Here 
it may also be observed, that whereas matter 
without mind is conceivable enough, it is im- 
possible to conceive or imagine mind without 
matter, for mind is a property of matter, '» 
consequence (f the latter under certain ind«- 
finable modes of its operation. The diflference 
between thinking and unthinking matter la 
simply one of state or condition. Nor is «- 
thinking body, to the eye of a philosopher, 
either more or less wonderful than an untbinJc- 
ing one. The faculty of thinking is not one 
whit more marvellous than the faculty of 
sneezing, and when theologians or metaphy- 
sicians furnish the ultimate reasons why metx 



when we attempt to prove \he first principles, \ sneeze, the writer will undertake to tell ther«» 
or as they are sometimes styled the funda- 
mentals of human knowledge ; and conse- 
quently in hfficnl strictness there are uo certain 
facts, for a certain fact or facts must rest up- 
on a certain basisy whereas the whole super- 
structure of human reason cannot possibly 
have any other than an assumptive foundation. 
The foregoing propositions are of immense 
importance. If true^ they are fatal to all 
" cloud cap't " metaphysics ; i( false, mate- 
rialism cannot stand. I fancy their truth has 
been shown 



Deen nixowu with tolerable clearness, but aaWXedi vVi^ ^iLv^twce of matt 
W. Baker and others may be of a d\ffeTent\lVv;iti\«A«t\^\t6V&<iw^^w\N 



in return why men think, why they feel, arxo. 
many other grand sucrets of importance. Tfri^ 
truth is, all such questions are superlatiTel3^ 
ridiculous. Fools are ever ready to ask, h** * 
wise men never ready to answer them. 

The notion that mind was sometbiogofi ^"^ 
self, led Berkeley into his most ridiculous e 
rors. The learned and singularly acute bishc 
was not content to assert the existence of ^-^ 
immaterial something in the shape of s/nrit ^ 
mind, but with equal boldness add truth d^^ 

matter. He arpi^' 



THfi ORACLE OF REASON. 



when thej at'^empted logicallj- 
rtaliln nf matteT. but. Ha ahoA'n 
.right 



D the 



o. 45, 
Materialiiits haiE no right to argue, aa thou({t ' 
natter actually existed, because eiich eiia- 
tence caniit>t be lt>gi<;allj provecl, vith what 
face oould he or can any one argue aa ihough 
mind uctuallj eiiated, when it is obviously | 
Imposaible loeically to prove ita real m ideii i 
Bbaractet. Here we have Spiritualist) upon 
the bip, and thil mwle of dealiug witb auch 
reRned Baptal«ter« as Berkeley ia the only one 
likely to bring them down to a common aenae I 
level. It they call npou uj for proof of mat- 
ter, we should return the complimenl by 
demanding of (Aemprolyfof mind; whfn they i 
will he forced to admit, either that nothing is ■ 
known, and nothing can he known, or what i 
ually well, Oiat we ■ 



lUeir absence, and what have you left ?'' The 
rfplTisea,-y— nolbiuK. But (ten, unluckily 
lor W. B.'s iJeathm, it ' "-' ■ ' 



niliiun 
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a supposition, and he vill speedily find 
nistnke; if he don't, w!^ be will exhibit 
•onderful faculty of sniiposing matter 
the "infinite obscure,'" andeatablish his 
m to the title of inflnite i 
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tban material exitteiKt 

tance to the argument what mind may tw I 
■uppoKd to consist of, whether it he some- 
tlung or nothing ; the truth is plain, its ! 
tataalily \t awumed not logically proved. 

Inthe"Clavi8Univei«iliB,"ofArthurColtier, 
a book it is much to-be regretted very little ' 
kaown. the same line of argument isadopud. 
It ia there insisted upon that a direct proof 
of the evteraal existence of body ia imposai- 
ble, and a direct proof of eonsciousness 
equally so. It ia contended at cuusiderable 
length that the Idealist has no better proof 



^eof h 






tenee of bis body. " When (observes this 
"uthir) ail Idealist aaja I am a thinking 
"e'og. of this I am certain from internal 
"Jviuiion, I would ask from whence be 
deilvej inig certainty, and why he encludes 
troni this convictiou all poFsihilily of decep- 



what no man compoi me 


Us ever doubted, 




mething cannot be 




1 should like to 


know bow the brightest s 


pposer, can sup. 




PROPEBTIES. He 


farther instructs me that t 




tiilcbook, be is acquainte 


d with, that evea 


pretends to tell what m 






od enough to iu- 


form tne in bis next where 


or in what book I 


can find an etplaiiHtion 


what a properly 


in ? where or in what boo 


the oature of at- 




cold, time, apace. 


colour,and motion, is fully 


orat all explained J 


These UK propertits^ol m 


alter; but attrac- 


tion, repulsion, heat, co 


Id, &c. are only 


names after all; and the best proof that they 


are merely names express 


ve of kinds of sen- 


,alions experienced by us 


is in each man's 


consciousness of inability 


conceive of any 


roch absolute existences 


s attraction, beat. 


cold, space, &(. If W. 


K.'s thoughts had 


taken ibis direction, he 


wuuld soon have 




of properties amounts to 


just nothing ; for 



I feel ii 



<tl c 



^7 '^present*lion < 

"^oosiKssa of being a tmnwng being." 

John Christopher Escheoback, professor of 
iili'loiiopby in Rostock, who rfirf Collier's 
""''k into German, has followed up the argu. 
""■"* - -ict. Feel^ 



I coinpleu 



of bt 



a th. 



• he t 



'dy, < 



arly a> 



appliei 



i of belief is 
cniicluMve in respect te 
ia-lity of the abjeclii'ea» of the aviijeelivr 
''Ception. Arthur Collier baa well said 
rk above noticed, " A direct proof 



'.a of it ; 
iulelWct 



perfect master of an idea, yet unable to 
sive any account of it. If then, W. B, 
(HO»»^oper(ie(, let him, for the sake of all 
that is uielul, tell the world what manner of 
things or no-things they are. He tells us 
scientific men linow on'g the properties of 
imaginary i 



itific a 



■nda.^ 



regard t( 



isily explaii 



e under the gen 



re, for all 



lental principit 
. . ^^ iseldom possible, or ratner it is aoso- 
an« * '™po»sihle." W. B. tells me that the 
,ii,**»' scientific men moke to his query, 
V " at is matter P) or would roake, is that " i I 
thi ^""ything having length, breadth, and 
"iictto Now, length, breadth and thick. 

"•='"■ ^- rJ itself. -^ Agreed. -" 



properUei 

I 'i'he eminently scientific Dr. NeilAmott, 
tells me in Part I. of his Physics, that "any 
visible oinaE oi matter there is, of metal, salt, 

I sulphur, &c., we know to be really a collec- 

mede tocohsre orcllng together; yet there 






3«r 



conti 
tbickoea 



les) remoue the length, breadth, I 



Suppose « 



nfora 



the citue beiog no moie destroyed in anj 
case by iuterrupIioD, than tbe weight of k 
tbing it deiCroyed b; frequent lifting frum 
tbe grouDd. N'aw (be iidds, and W. B. 
■hould aote «e11 tht additioa), iht cauH wt 
inw not, but tut call it uttbiction." 

AttrBCtioa it in hardly neccasBrj igun to 
nmiDdourreftder is alnays called a property. 
Wh>t tben bMitmea of the crude opiaioii 
tbkt BcienliGc books pretend not to tell lu 
what matter is— only ill propertiei f When 
W, B. can enplain or point (o a page wbere 
it is enplaioed — nhat kiad of eotity or non- 
entity attraction, or any other property is, 
be Kill justif; nhat be bss orittt^n. 

W. B. reminds me tbat " a point has nei- 
ther length, breadth, or thickneSB.and conse- 
queiitlj cannot have any real existence bat 

ma tbat though a thinking man, nithout a 



TBE ORACLE OF REASON 

THEOaVOP REGULAR GRADATION, 



failb 



,e kind of 



e»tract more, and fur tbe preient I 
have done with my doubting critic. He says, 
" there are not really such forma as a circle, 
square, sphere, or any of the Torms mentioned 
iu geom«trical books." Now the question 
agitated by MaterinlialB and Idealists is not 
whether there are really sueb or such forms, 
but whether there are any fonns at all. The 
idea of forni drans alter it that of body; 
so tbat whether things appear to us as tbey 
actually are, is of no kind of coDsequeace to 
Mdispnle. Tbe terms circle, square, sphere, 
as well OS hisat, light, life, death, attractiou, 
repulsion, &c., are intended lo convey our 
ideas of certain simple and compounded 
sensations, ekcilcd iu us by tbe action of 
unknown agents. If matter or substance be 
not that agent, what can we even imagine it 
to be, underslandiug by matter (called some- 
times substance), that which is capabln of 
action. I think unless itE existence be taken 
for granted, nothing can be more idle or ab- 
surd than to talk about properties — for our 
ideas of properties, as 1 think it has been 
■ ■ • of that no- 



Birii (aves) amtitmed. 
Thh absorbent system presents a some- 
ifhat higher grade of development in birds, 

and dis^nct, the lalres are more abundant, 
bat yet admit of tbe pavage of floids from 
iruuka to branches. OlaDiJs tififtv dow for 

the first time, in coonexion wiA tbe lym- 
jihatlca flymph or WBter-bearcn), but DM 
with the lacUals (from their milkwhitc co- 
lour, they convey the chyle, or the DUtritioui 
[lart of food, to its receptacle}. 

The beart, in this highly organised cbua 
of ailparons animals, eoasists of four sepa- 
rate and distinct compartments, and indeed 
presents a more perfect typical form Chan is 
met with even in tbe mammalia. Its fom 



and s< 



isiug 






adit, 



n of whicl 

r, the alpha and omega of all 



Horace Walpote says Addisoa, when he 
was dying, sent for the young Lord Warwick, 
to concince bim iu what peace a Christian 
could die. " Unluckily," says Mr. W., 
" Jib died of brandy— nothing makes a Chris- 
tina dia ia j>eace like being ,m»ad\iii."- 
Wa^U't Coire^ndtact, 



gated, as in the 

The lungs, i 

the bac' 

und ab< 



Genbytt 



re of a 



elongated form, smi>oth i 
ijTooved posteriorly by the ribs, between which 
they are impacted ; they are of a bright red 
colour, aud of a loose spongy texture j on 
the surface of the lungs there are openings 
ihrough which air passes from the bronchial 
lubes into large iMtghbouring cells. In 
ttirds not organised for flight these oells are 
oouflned to tbe abdomen, but in others they 
aitend along the neck, and even into thir 
extremities; they also penetrate the cavities 
and diploe of the bones, a discovery for 
ubicb we are indebted to Mr. Hunter. Tbb 
great pbysiclogist injected the mednllarj 
cavities of tbe bones from the tracbeaj ha 
also tied this tube, and having broken ttas 
humerus of a fowl, and tbe femur of ■ hawk, 
he found tbat tbe birds respired for a short 
lime through the artificial openings, Tha 
proportion in which tbe osseous systcni of 
birds is permeated by air has reference to 
their respective modes of progression, thus 
almost every Imne iu the body admits air in 
the kite, tbe hawk, the eagle, and other birds 
Df high flight ; and in the hombill eren the 
phalanges of the toes contain air. Four 
uses have been ascribed to this exteorian of 
the respiratoiy system in birds — first, to snb- 
«rve the function of respiration j secondly, 
lo aid by mechanical pressure tbe action ot 
tbe lungs; thirdly, to render the body sp«- 
ficially lighter for the purposes of flight) 
auA (tBMl.'oVji'ifj 'im dirtensioD of the c""- 



I wiugi in ■ itali of eiCemion, durins lonit 

itribaCed to siuOin the iiffi; or birdi and 
giie i[ Mretigth ind taue. 



THE ORACLE OF REASON. 

ofbl 



I 






been confined iti the coinmou )»□] ati'l Ted 
on coDfiot gruel, bread, rice, and potatoes : 
thoi^h Kuch rood i> loathiomu to bii palate 
and injnrioui to bin conitilntiou, which hia 
alwBjs been delicate. It iitrue ^OBrmemu- 
riallac is allowed the privilege of purchasing, 
to loiue eiteiit, better (bod. but bi> impri- 
■onmeul rendert Ibii prlvileKv valueleu, 
without the aiBiatanco of hi> friends, upon 
whcne generoiil; lie also Che heavy claima 
of hia wife and two children left in want by 



rialitt appt 


edto t 


e surgeon of the 


gaol for 


other diet; 


by th 




relerrad 






by the goveriio 


r to tba 


visiting m 


agistrU 


»; and by the 


visiting 


magiBlrale 


backt 






quenlly ba 




mended though 


not pre- 


Kiibed, better diet : but from th 








oncludea 



S'=lV«S'S!e'-QoSie'^W^S- ^O' tbatinthatgentleniau'. opinionitisn 



i 






.51' ^m^i 

V 



piorialist cooaulted nn t 
warned hiin that a generous diet was abso- 
lutely reqniaite, and the decay of your me- 
morialist's health is a testimony of its truth, 
" Your uieoiorialist praya fur other regu- 
lations than those under which be gees 
_ ., - o E '-' TiBiTOBS. They have always to stand, 

1.'^' f i E. D% sometimes to talk through the bate of a gate, 

7 ' % and are permitted to stay but a leir miiiDtes. 

"p. As your memorialist is far from bis friends, 

these rules coutiuually prevent him seeing 
them, and receiving those attentiniis to his 

■' Your memorialist also wishes permissioD 
;^---.~- -.~... .^ ^ ^^ remain np in an evening until the hour of 

lEiTMENT OF ME. HOLYOAKE Lt.tt'j'jl'dTJi" °.'°'ff 'in"!," 

IN GLOUCESTER GAOL. cell, in which he is confined from twelve to 

hWng sentenced by Mr. Justice Ershine fourteen hours, and daring the winter he 

• iaiprisoument in Gloucester Gaol, Mr. "'" "» '" "h"* "P spleen hours and a-half. 

hlyoake was put nnder the regulations of Thai much valuable time will be lost your 

l«t part of the prison called the common memorialist could employ upon a little ma. 

M.tmd suffering in health and other ways tbematioal speculation,' which would afford 

On the kind of treatment to which be was "'"" '°^ gralificatmn of coutributiug himself 

■bjected, he Hiughl in the usual mode alle- " f^" po"'"'' W the support of bis family. 

Mion. For this purpose be applied, as " *« e*"? neXB^fer sent jour memo- 

U be seen below, to the surgeon, to the "''"' " '*'^^'* ^1 ""* oncers, or relamed 

•ernor, and to the visiting magistrates. ^^ ""' go'efT. yuur memorialist prays the 

addressed '^'^'^rVj of reading them, 

eg Graham. "Your memorialist docs not complain 
that he is treated contrary to the rules of 

<Cemoria] of George Jacob Holyoake, pri- the gaol, as it would be hard for him to say 

Kmer for blasphemy in Gloucester County what they do or do not allow. The visiting 

Qaol, to Sir James Graham, her Majesty's magistrates have said they should have no 
Sacretarv of State. 

r Asuses * MentioDed only to prevent the voluuisrvBiiDnfr- 

oe to be ■••■'"'""'bejartMia'Janics.thalU.etiu.ewiSid 

™ 7* 0* emBlojed in wii^isW»«s>imt^ , ii\ii^ ■«wi&.\» 



THS ORACLE OF REASON. 

objeetion to grant what your meiBorialiit ling before you found jour " c 

uks had they the power; and hence h^ caturact. By ^e bye, suppose 

prays ihe exercise of your author!^ od hi9 had beeu our creator, what a di 

behalf. we must have goue to flud him. 

"As custom attaches little weight to the was it quite the thing, maBlur 

opinion ol a prisoner, it becomes not yeur it all lo yoiirsclf oQ the Canadii 



of d. 



IS quesi 



on, young and in 






ooked path, skin; M< 
nor the dissembler'a hidden way, hut unwarily bush wit 
uttered language disiiigenoouBneis would eyes. B 
bate concealed or art have polished, and Let ihv 
became in consequence the ready victim of their owi 
Christianity. Criminal without intention, i to your 
or'fliEht lo 



1 amasement ? After a 
ises, try you erer so ba. 
to bis godsbip with o 
< stood right slap befofe 

my boy, keep to the hu 
l-almighty people lake 



guil 



and I: 



raid he lii 






iuSiction. Gioiige Jikcon Holtuiee." 


god, folks. Cant and iiypocrisy 




awkwardly npou you. You whi 




over human misery with the most 


lowed to remain up until nine o'clock id an 




evening. Nothing more ba» bean granted. 






of good nature, with nODe of the m 




of the recluse, you cannot be spai 






the service of your fellow-men ; j 


Dickbhs'sCbe»tor.— " It wBsnot until 1 


not be lost to buuiauity. M, 


came on Table Rock and looked— great 




heaven, on what a fall of bright green water ! 






(hat it came upon me in iu full might and 
maji'sty. Then, when I felt how near to my 
creator I was standing— the first effect, and 


WHAT BENEFIT HAS ClVILIZATl 


FEftJtED OS THE WOUKINO CLJ 


the enduring one— instant and laiting— of 




the tremendous spectacle, was peace— peace 


ImAgery and cantflnipt ^ it has ihut oat 


ofmind-tranquillily— calm recollection of 


«rf from the slightest enjoyment of IhoK 


the dead— great thoughts ol tternal rest and 


which he hourly creates ; thereby aggni 


happiness — nothing of gloom or terror. 
Niagara was at once stamped upon my heart 


lylem of hlaycrj lo which the serfs of ol 

(Oil dill not enjoy, neither did thsyprodnct 
irlicles which now exist to mark the wn 


en image of beauty — to remain there change- 
leas and indelible until its pulses cease to 


beat for ever. Oh, how strife and trouble of 




our daily life receded from my view aod 


knaves who are everlastingly boBStiiig at i 


lessened in the distance, during the ten me. 




morable days we passed on that enchanted 


The Uole history cf the world does nol 


ground. What voices spoke from out the 


>o insUuce of snch adject slavery >nd m 


thundering waterj what faces faded from 


ts is now the lot of " free-born Knglishmen 


the earth, looked out upon me from its gleam- 


matters it to Iheoi, that likey live in the 




Monlry in the wnrld? What signifle. 


in those angel's tears, the drops of many 


alatving prieM-riddea wretches of Bag! 


hues that showered around and twined them- 




selves about the gorgeous arches which the 






to render life happy? What boot* it to hii 


iu all that time from the Canadian side, 


inachiDCTJ of Bngland ig capable of sap] 


whither I had gone at Urst. I neier crossed 


ivoria with manufactnred goods? Nolhi 


the river agaio, for I knew there were people 
on the other shore, and in such a place it is 
natural to shuu strange company." — A.Nolet 


(o sink him lower still in the mire of 


Dickens has capped all. Three thonsaud 


What benefit does civiliiation eiute i 


miles to find a creator! Dripping In a 
wafer/all, loo! Oh, Boz,Boz,yovi««re uii\:j 


glish artiian 7 Soppose Urn lo have a b 


W to it 1. Your braiui had a, rare <m4s»\- 


\ tiM. "m "Jm ■ownnMi^la* woAiA «k^ 
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■ all day under the inspectioa of a number 
less tyrants, at vrhose nod he treinblea, and 
»rcise absolate power over him. When his 
.bour is ended, he crawls to his miserable 
ir c^lar, for which he pays an enormous rent 
i xinprincipled money-scraper. He partakes 
tatj meal with his half-naked and spiritless 
n, and ei^erly hastens to rest his exhausted 
in order to prepare for the labour of the fol 
day. His life is spent in the same round of 
>nous and unrequited slavery, and when 
off to make way for a more youthfnl machine, 
B his days in the poor-law bastile, amidst the 
ig of iron doors and the insults of saucy of- 
aeparated from all he held dear, and if his 
are not acquainted with his death, he is 
1 over to the surgeon for dissection. 
low, you moving automatons, go to the fat, 
ad, and well housed lazy, lying, priest. Qo 
3KT him preach a sermon on ** contentment," 
e necessity of quietly submitting to the *' pow- 
kt he," and then skulk home like drivelling 
to witness the squalid looks of your innocent 
m, and sing some of Wesley's hymns, which 
aught you to hinder you from thinking . 

A Chartist Prisoner. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 
the Editor of the Oracle of Reason. 

A NDT FOR MR. MACKINTOSH. 

-Having often observed in your paper an ad- 
>n iVom W. C. that the existence of god cuuld 
(disproved, allow me to say that I think it can, 
moreover that I consider the following argument 
itrong a proof as proof can be of the non-exist- 
>fgod. In the first place, Mr.Mackintosh must 
t that no power or thing can make anything 
ior or equal to itself, and upon this fact I build 
'gument. In the next place, as matter and its 
lial and circumstantial properties are infinite, 
IS there is nothing superior to infinity, there 
e no god, or rather, matter can have no maker. 

R. N. K. 



"(0 the Editor of the Oracle of Reason. 

-I should like to know from Mr. C'arlile how he 
eiles the following dedication of the ninth vol. 
Republican^ with what he now says respecting 
ble. James Monk. 

edication to the bible societies. — Here ! my 
8^ read here, and see what your bible is worth ! 
bove sJl things, go on to put it into the hands 
ry human being ! for I, who abhor it as a whole 
am convinced that it can only generate disgust 
as it ia fairly read. Before it was read, there 
leither Jew nor Christian but thought it to 
been written by a superhuman power, for a su- 
man purpose ; but since the art of printing has 
known to the people of Europe, since printed 
I liave b^^un to circulate among them, dreadful 
laen tho sectarianimi which its uninteUiyibley 
ft^ietoxy, and ineonf^oous contents have occa- 

I; and drmdAiiffiUtliatMctariaiuBm continue! 
1 



to be, until all become disgusted and throit attay thti 
most miaekievous of all mischievous books. Therefore 
make it known to your utmost, I pray yon, with the 
most earnest sincerity, a man cannot be an infidel 
to the bible until he has read it, until he has com- 
pared part with part, and words with existing things. 
Then and then only can he be an infidel to the bible ; 
so you may be assured that I cannot finish Infidels 
faster than you prepare them for my hands. So get 
all mankind to read the bible, then the ninth volnme 
of the Republican^ which I dedicate to your notice 
and support, and then we shall all become of one 
mind; sectarianism, horrid sectarianism will end. 
So prays your co-operator, RICHARD CaRLILE." 



A correspondent writes," From a paragraph 
in the Times of Monday, 8th Aug., it appears 
that the senate of the Berlin University have 
received a reprimand from the minister of 
religious affairs and education for refusing 
to sanction a society amongst the students 
of divinity, for supporting the historical view 
of Christianity against the attacks of the mo- 
dern school uf philosopherH. The senate 
modified its refusal, it seems, on the ground 
of its not being -able to refuse to sanction a 
scientific union in an opposite sense, if such 
societies were at all authorized ; but M. 
Eickhorn intimated that no ceremony should 
be observed in suppressing any tendency to 

wnchristian principles in the University, 
Now, this * refusal,* and the ground thereof 
of the Berlin senate, and the no less notable 
' intimation * of M. Eickhorn may have 
escaped you. They strike, me thinks, at 
Dr. Strauss^ who has so unceremoniously 
and skilfully handled the orthodox German 
professors in his masterly Leben Jesu* (Life 
of Jesus). His last work, I mean the Histori- 
cal Developement of Christianity, in Oppo- 
sition with Modern Science, has created 
great alarm in Germany. The Leben Jesu 
was accounted only deistical in its tendencies, 
but if we may believe the Fureit/n Quarterly 
Review, the historical development has un- 
masked an Atheist. Nothing can furnish 
clearer evidence of alarm this discovery has 
caused than the fact already stated, that the 
Berlin senate has refused to sanction a soci- 
ety among divinity students for supporting 
the hi>torical view of Christianity, lest it 
should be compelled in common fairness to. 
allow a scientific union in an opponte sense, 
namely, spoiling the historical view. This is 
a confession of fear on the part of Berlin's 
senate — but to have * livers white as milk,' 
is a thing so common amongst thosa! a^o 
have law, and nought but law on their side — 
that surprise is out of the question." 



• There are now, we perceive, 53 Nos. of thlf 
celebrated work published— com^Utiu^ thft SeotM^it^ 
Volume. 
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Jonah's Whale and Gourd. — The 
Rer. Dr. Scott, of Costorphine, in a paper 
read before the Wernerian Society, in 1828, 
has shown that the great fish that swallowed 
up Jonah could not be a whale, as often sup- 
posed, but was, probably, a white shark. It 
is true that " a whale " is not used in the 
text of Jonah, but " a great fish ;" still "a 
whale " is mentioned in the reference to this 
passage which our saviour makes in Matt 
xii. 40. While the Greek version makes 
the plant under which Jonah sat a gourd, 
the vulgate reckons it a species of ivy. The 
castor-oil tree, with its broad palmate leaves, 
has, however, been more closely identified 
with ** the gourd " of Jonah ; which iscorro- 
boiated by local traditions, as well as by the 
fact that it abounds near the Tigris, where 
it sometimes grows to a size more consider- 
able than it is commonly supposed to attain, 
— Popular Errors. 

Internal Evidences of Divine 
authenticity. — (Jew-book. Old edition.) 
2 Kings, 22. " And Hilkiah the high priest 
said unto Shaphan the chanceller, I have 
found the booke of the law in the house of the 
Lord ; and Hilkiah gave the booke to Shaphan 
and he read it.'* 

2 Esdras, 14. "For thy Uw is burnty there' 
fore no man knoweth the things that are 
done of thee, or the works that shall be done.** 

Ibid. " The most high gave understanding 
unto thfe five men, that they wrote the high 
things of the night which they understood 
not. But in the night they did eate bread, 
but T spake by day, and held my tongue by 
night. In fortie days, they wrote two hun- 
dred and foure hooks. And when the fortie 
days were fulfilled, the most high spake, 
saying, the first that thou hast written, pub- 
lish openly, that the worthy and unworthy 
may read it. And keepe the seventy last that 
thou mayst give them to the wise among thy 
people." 

1 Maccabees, 1. " And the bookes of the 
law, which they found, they burnt in the fire 
and cut in pieces. Whosoever had a booke of 
the Testament found by him, or whosoever 
consented unto the law, the king's command- 
ment was, that they should put him to death 
by their authoritie. And they executed 
these things every "month upon the people 
of Israel that were found in the cities." 
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NOTICE. 

A Meetinff will take place on Saturday evening, 
November I2th, at half-past eight, at No«^, Holy- 
well street, to enqnire into mythological systems 
and overthrow religious error. 

Received J. R., Brighton ; J. Griffin H. ; B. H. ; 
and W. B. 
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Counter March of Intellkct 

ing a scientific congress at Oxford, ! 
rady was exhibiting privately to a fe\ 
his experiment of obtaining theelecti 
from the magnet. While this was ] 
ing, the head of one cf the colleges ( 
entered, and inquired what was gc 
He was told that the professor of th 
Institution was demonstrating a pro* 
late very important discovery, the n 
which was explained to the revere 
tor. '* I am sorry to bear it," said I 
sapient rector, ** I am exceedingly 
hear it ; it will only put new arms 
hands of Infidels .'*' 

Suggestion to the Dean and C: 
op Gloucester Cathedral. — £ 
being a great thing to divines, especiti 
the savings go into their own pockc 
following hint is respectfully submitte 
one of the entrances of Gloucester Ca 
is a tablet in memory of some mqdei 
bearing at the bottom this, to an 
ear, very felicitous inscription — **op 
over.'* Now, on a pillar nearly op] 
a charity box, and the expense of n 
the long inscription upon it would 
ever saved, should the box itself be 
above the tablet, as then the mott 
tablet " over, fork overt'* would serve 
box and Chi istian pilgrims would ol 
fork out as they pa«sed by. 



SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
For the Anti- Persecution Union. 
Mr. Wrighton, Binuingham, per card ... 

A Member, A. I .. 

T.E 

G.Alexander 
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DEISTS. 

Fhat whatsoever is considered adoreable, 
imiable, and inimitable by mankind, in em« 
liodied in one supreme, infinite, and perfect 
being 'is the Deists' opinion of god. As to 
fteir origin, I find in Bayle'H Dictionary, ar- 
ticle Vizet, that ^* The name of Deists, as 
applied to those who are no friends to revealed 
nligioD, is said to have been first assumed 
•bout the middle of the sixteenth century, by 
nme gentlemen in France and Italy, who 
were willing to cover their opposition to the 
Christian revelation by a more honourable 
ntme than that of Atheists. The earliest 
uithor who mentions them is Yizet, a divine 
>f great eminence among the first reformers, 
Who, in the epistle dedicatory prefixed to the 
fint volume of his ' Instruction Chretienne' 
(Christian Instruction), published in 1563, 

Seaks of some persons at that time who called 
emselves by a new name, that of Deists, 
^hese, he tells us, professed to believe in a 
8od, but showed no regard to Jesus Christ, 
^d considered the doctrines of the apostles 
^d evangelists as fables and dreams. He 
^ds, that they laughed at all religion, not- 
^withstanding they conformed themselves ex- 
^rnally to the religion of those with whom 
they were obliged to live, or whom they were 
desirous of pleasing, or whom they feared. 
3>ome of them, he observes, professed to believe 
^e immortality of the soul, others were of the 
epicurean opinion in this point, as well as 
*«out the providence of god with respect to 
Mankind, as if he did not concern himself in 
•he government of human affairs. He adds, 
•bat many among them set up for learning 
^d philosophy, and were considered as per- 
'^s of an acute and subtile genius ; and that 
^ot content to perish alone in their error, they 
•Qok pains to spread the poison, and to infect 
tnd corrnpt others by their impious discourses 
Ud their bad examples." Thus Viiet, as 
Lnoted by Baylc. The character here given 
kf geRtlemen Deists it must be confessed is 
Hit so-so, indeed I dont know what worse 
lould be said an' they were blackguards. It 
roald perhaps be too much to say that Vizet 
las hit them off to the life, though for my own 
>art I know not how the character could be 
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improved without wounding truth. That 
some of the most eminent Infidel writeri of 
Europe were nomina/ Deists and rea/ Atheists, 
cannot be denied. That they laughed (in 
their sleeves) at all religion — notwithstanding 
they conformed externally to the religion 
of those with whom they were obliged to live, 
from a desire to please, or that yet stronger 
motive,"^ dread of giving offence— is no less 
undenioWe. It is harJ to say what such 
philosophers as Blount, Shaftesbury, Boling- 
broke, Collins, Morgan, Chubb, and Tindai 
would have written had they dared. iJke 
causes produced like effect<< upon the philoso- 
phers of France and Germany. Their oppo- 
sition to all religion assumed a deistical form, 
which, though mere sham and deceit, served 
admirably well as a stalking-horse. Of the 
morality of such conduct I say nothing, but 
I do say that such will ever be the effect of 
power when arrayed against sincerity. Mr. 
Thomas Hartwell Home, in his " Introduc- 
tion to the Critical Study and Knowledge of 
the Holy Scriptures," says that modern in- 
fidelity, though it may assume the title of de- 
ism, is in fact little better than disguised 
atheism. He adds. " A man seldom retains 
for any length of time his first deistical opini- 
ons ; his errors gradually multiply till he 
sinks to the last gradation of impiety," and 
then, byway of substantiating his point, quotes ,. 
the testimony of Brittan, an Infidel writer, 
who, in his " Modern Infidelity Pourtrayed,'* 
declares that '* Deism is but the first step of 
reason out of supeistition. No person (says 
he) remains a Deist but through want of re- 
flection, timidity, passion, or obstinacy," 
which it must be confessed was hitting the 
gentlemen Deists very hard, pummelling them 
in a style none but atheistical infidels would 
venture upon. 1 do not however agree that 
modern infidelity is little better than disguised 
atheism, being most decidedly of opinion that 
bona fide deistical infidelity, ancient and 
modern, is undisguised outrageous nonsense. 
I do agree with Brittan that deism is but the 
first step of reason out of superstition, and 
that no person remains a Deist but darough 
want of reflection, timiditj', passion, or obsti- 
nacy. None but an able and e:iperiericed 
shot could have struck the target of truth so 
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nicely in tbe ball's eye, and Brittan is as 
much entitled to a monament for printing 
that spicy bit of wisdom, as Lord Exmouth, 
Laumarez, and Sir Sidney Smith for doings 
of much more questionable utility. But that 
our modern gentlemen Deists will agree with 
this opinion I very much doubt. 

It is worthy of observation that there are 
almost as many kinds of Deists as professors 
of deism. I am rarely lucky enough to light 
upon two Deists in any one company who en- 
tirely agree in opinion. They all allow there 
must be one god, but what sort of personage 
he, she, or it is (not knowing the gender, 
the it being neuter is safest), how employed, 
how to be worshipped, or whether to be wor- 
shipped at all. 

What is it, how produced, and to what end, 
"Whence drew it oeing, or to what it does tend ? 

are questions Deists by no means agree about. 
They do however all agree that there is a god 
or omnipotent cause, who having well fur- 
nished brutes, insects, &c. left not the brain 
or mind of man without its director in this 
maze and lottery of things, giving reason as 
its sovereign rule and touchstone to examine 
them by, and to fit our choice to the double 
advantage of body and mind. All this, and 
much more to the same purpose, T find in de- 
istical books of the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries. One that has very lately fallen in 
my way, called " The Oracles of Reason," 
published in 1693, is uncommonly entertain- 
ing and instructive. Nor does it mortify me 
to think that our Oracles of Reason were not 
(as before supposed) the first that had dis- 
turbed the slumbers of good Christian people. 
Now in thi.<i really very choice little work I 
find deism defended and Christianity attacked 
with skill, wit, and to the clergy, no doubt, 
most provoking good hnmour. Deistical or 
natural religion, according; to one of the afore- 
said oracles (for many priests appear to have 
been concerned in their pronunciation), is the 
belief we have of an eternal intellectual being, 
and of the duty which we owe him, manifested 
to us by our reason, without revelation or 
positive law, the chief heads whereof seem 
contained in these few particulars : — 



1. That there is one infinite eternal god, 
creator of all things. 

2. That he governs the world by provi- 
dence. 

3. That it is our duty to worship and obey 
him a< our creator and governor. 

4. That our worship consists in prayer to 
him and praise of him. 

5. That our obedience consists in the rules 
of right reason, the practice whereof is moral 
virtue. 

6. That we are to expect rewards and pun- 
JubmenN hereafter, according to owt acl\oxi« \ vuew k^\mi^ u 

in this life, which includes the 80uVi\mTn.oT.\Vato\wwic^. 
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tality and is improyed by our admittiig 

providence. 

7. That when we err from the rules of oor 
duty we ought to repent and trust in god'i 
mercy for pardon. 

Such were deistical notions about what thej 
called god in the seventeenth century, and 
concerning the manner in which it (god) 
should be worshipped. The following, takei 
from the same book of reason's oracles, ii 
curiously nonsensical : 

" First, negatively, it is not to-be by u 
image, for the first being is not sensible bat 
intelligible. Pinge sonum, puts us upon aa 
impossibility, no more can an infinite mind 
be represented in matter. 

" Second, nor by sacrifices, for spomiofm 
valet ut alter pro altero puniatur. Howew, 
no such sponsio can be made with a brate 
creature; nor if god loves himself, as he fa 
the highest good, can any external rits or 
worship reinstate the creature after sin, ia 
his favour, but only repentance and obedieoee 
for the future, ending in an assimilatioa to 
himself as he is the highest good ; and this 
is the error in all particular religions, that 
external things or bare opinions of the nind 
can after sin propitiate god. Hereby par- 
ticular legislators have endeared them8el»tt 
and flattered their proselytes into good opini* 
ons of them, and mankind willingly submitted 
to the cheat. Eninifacilius est superstUioUi 
quam juste vivere. 

" Third, not by a mediator, for Ist, it ii 
unncessary, misericodia del being suffieietf 
justitics suas ; 2nd, god must appoint this 
mediator, and so was really reconciled to Ae 
world before ; and 3rd, a mediator derogate! 
from the infinite mercy of god, equally asM 
image doth from his spiritualitie and if^M^ 

*' Fourth, positively, by an inviolable ad- 
herence in our lives to all the things ^^I 
^t;^a*a, by an imitation of god in all his in- 
imitable perfections, especially his goodness, . 
and believing magnificently of it." 

This specimen of deism may, to the readwj 
of our oracle, seem silly rhodomontadish iwSj, 
but then it ought to be remembered that ii 
any man had been audacious enough to wnte 
plain sense in the seventeeth century, he 
would have paid for his whistle by the loB 
ot his ears, or perhaps bis head. Atiie^ 
would not have been tolerated in those "go* 
old times," and anything short of athei««i 
that is, anything short of uncompromiaii 
antisupematuralism must be chimerical tm 
radically erroneous. The inconsistencies tit 
absurdities which disfigure the pages « 
Blount, Chubb, Tindal, Collins, Bolingbwhi 
and indeed all reputed Deists^ were, I •• 
persuaded, not so much a consequenoej 
x![ie\T errors in philosophy, as fear of fiiiitW 
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WHAT IS GOD ? 

Ijln ifl a material being—formed of matter, 
epending od matter for his existence, and 
onstituting nothing more than a part of mat- 
3r. All his communications too with the 
rorld are necessarily conducted through the 
nediam of material senses. 

Hence, all bis thoughtM are material, his 
iBeling.4 material, and his brain filled with 
lought but material pictures or ideati. He 
ftai entertain no thought higher than, or 
loperior to, matter— no conception foreign 
bo the world in which he lives— no feelings 
iKit such as are implanted by material sob- 
■teDces around, ^^ for dust he is and unto 
dti8t«hall he return.*' 

From this we may deduce an argument 
against the immateriality of the soul. For 
as the mind, like the body, requires food and 
exercise, it were a raost palpable absurdity 
to talk of feeding an immaterial being with 
material substance. And as the brain is or 
can be filled with nought but material ideas, 
wthepicturesof** stem realities/' seen,heard, 
W felt — the images of sensations already 
ttperienced, it is clearly impossible to en- 
tertain any idea of things we have never seen, 
lieard, or felt, or picture forth in the likeness 
of the material, things immaterial, 

Indeed, should it be called a thing ? Should 
it be called anything — but an absurdity ? 

Now, words are sounds or material signs 
by which we express our ideas. And each 
irord has its idea, and each thought its ex- 
pression. 

Hence, as the mind can only entertain 
iiaterial ideas, it is utterly impossible to ex- 
press any but such ideas. Nay more, though 
t were possible, which it is not, to entertain 
l;|Q immaterial idea, still would it be impos- 
sible for us to utter any sound or sign equiva- 
enttoit. Immaterial ideas would require 
Qifflaterial sounds, which are no sounds at all. 

Christians then should never forget that 
•otal, ineffable 

Silence is the least injurious praise. 

Whenever we use the term god, we must 
Utacb to it some material idea or representa- 
ion of something seen, heard, or felt. 

Thus we may perchance liken him to one 
rf ourselves— a little bigger than a good- 
rized giant — one that knows *' a sight more '* 
^an the best of us, a little more than Sir 
Isaac Newton— and who can see farther than 
I hawk. Others may liken him to some 
inch a subtle agent as electricity or magnet- 
sm, or a spirit stronger than brandy and 
Qore proof than the best gin. Others again 
nay liken him to the earth, and tell us that 
lis perfection *^ is longer than the earth and 
Tosider than the sea." 

All these definitions are doubtless sublime, 
nt they are also so often ridiculous that one 



mu<!t needs set them down as the drivellingt 
of big babies on the altar of idolatry. 

What then is god but a being like ourselves, 
and if he exists at all subject to all ^' the ills 
that flesh is heir to ? " as is well exemplified 
in the history of his beloved son. What is 
god but a part of matter? the purest worship 
of which is gross idolatry. 

To the roan of reason this worship is 
abominable, and the Cliristian is expressly 
commanded, *' Thou shall not make unto thee 
any graven image or the likeness of anything 
that is in heaven above, or that is in the 
earth beneath, or that is in the water under 
the earth." 

But if god is not to be likened to anything 
we have seen or felt, we can have no idea of 
him— he cannot exist to us. Hence this 
command alone would make us all Atheists, 
*' Men drop into truth they know not how." 

Thus, between the Atheist and the Idolater 
—the man of reason and the worshipper of 
stocks and stones — there can be no middle 
class or gradation of belief. 

On the horns of this dilemma let fanatics 
writhe and bigots rave. Society will soon 
learn to estimate them at their true worth, 
as fools ^^ who live without god in the world," 
or knaves professing one thing and living by 
the practice of its opposite. 

Jos. 6. Lear. 



THE FREE INQUIRER'S WHY AND 
BECAUSE. 

WRITTEN BY CHARLES SOUTHWELL. 
VIII. 

Why are iren sometimes said to be naturally 
responsible ? 

Because the precise meaning of the term 
law does not appear to have been well under- 
stood by those who are the readiest to use it 
upon all occasions. Coombe's definition^ 
that a law is a rule of action, is clear, and 
has the merit of conciseness. Now, a rule 
implies a ruler, and a ruler a personij^gent, 
as the term divine government implies a 
divine governor. If then we insist that men 
are naturally responsible, we get into an 
awkward dilemma, and are constrained to 
admit one of two things : either that nature 
is a being of some kind or other, which pun- 
ishes man, in revenge for a fault he has com- 
mitted — if so, it will only be proved that man 
is responsible to nature by showing that na- 
ture is god, and what is worse, a god that 
understands not the character of the crea- 
tures he has made, and though capable of 
<* weighing the hills in scales and the dust in 
a balance," is filled with cruelty and alt those 
diabolical feelings which are held disgraceful 
even when found in the human form— we say 
this conclusion must be arrived at, or the 
word responsible must be shown to potsew or 
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conrey a diffeFent meaDiog from that given 
above. If we look narrowly at the meaning 
of the term responsibility, we shall find that 
the idea of punishability is inseparably con- 
nected with it. When we say that we hold 
a man responsible, we mean that he is capa- 
ble of discharging a certain obligation, or 
doing certain acts, which obligations and 
acts if not discharged and performed, proves 
criminality in him, and renders him a fit 
object of reward or punishment, varying in 
amount according to the nature of the crime 
— in such a case only can the term respon- 
sibility be correctly applied, as here we have 
a punisher or punishers as well as punished, 
those who call to account and those who are 
accountable, the executioners and the vic- 
tims. But nature cannot know anything of 
the suffering her changes produce in us^an 
earthquake, which destroys thousands, good, 
bad, or indifferent, at one fell swoop, is a 
phenomenon, a fact — not a law, promulged 
by some old man with a beard, who exists 
somewhere in space, looking down upon the 
inhabitants of earth and savagely punishing 
them because he thinks they might have 
been better if they pleased and therefore de- 
served to be so swallowed up, as in sacred 
books we are told that god burnt up the 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah and all 
contained therein, because of the vice which 
then prevailed. Individuals are occafiion- 
ally struck dead by thunderbolts, against 
what law have they sinned— could they help 
the thunderbolt passing through them? If 
not, supposing the thunderbolt to have been 
thrown by a god or devil, how could the un- 
tffiending individual be held accountable for 
a fault he had never committed, or expected 
to discharge an obligation he had never in- 
curred ? This amounts to the absurdity of 
giving back what we never had, of returning 
that which we never received. A man lost 
in a fog, trying to grope his way home, mis- 
takes his road, tumbles into a ditch, and is 
smothered. Pray what law of nature has 
been ifrlated in this case ? If so, those who 
act contrary to them are to be pitied not 
blamed, but as well might we call the bird 
responsible when it is firmly fastened in the 
net spread for it by the bird catcher, or the 
lion when crouching, faint, and bleeding 
beneath the spears of his pursuers, or the 
goose in the mouth of the half-starved ra- 
venous fox, or even the poor hare when hun- 
ted to death by the hounds. This would 
indeed be filling the cup of absurdity to the 
brim, or nearly so, for some have gone a step 
further, and held stocks, stones, and trees 
responsible. We read of Xerxes, who, when 
throwing a bridge across the Hellespont, with 
a view to form a passage for his army into 
Greece, lashed the waves, because they would 
not lie still, and was angered and chagnued 



that they paid no attention to him, but cm* 
tinned waving and swelling as before, wben- 
upon he threw his chains among them, bat 
with no better success. We should therefbn 
do well to bear in mind that what are called 
natui al laws are the facts or the pheoomeu 
exhibited by matter, that when we speak of 
universal laws of nature, tbey mean nniveml 
facts of nature, for instance, it is a nniyer. 
sal fact that a chip of potassium thrown 
upon ice will cause a flame to burst foitb, 
that is, what chemists call combustion takei 
place ; a certain degree of heat applied to 
metals will cause them to melt; in statiof 
these things we state facts, not laws, for men 
are the only law-givers, and when ignonat 
of human nature they do not — as visdiifli 
dictates— make laws with a view to reitna 
men from the commission of bad deeds, or 
move them to the practice of virtoe, but 
borne along by the gusts of passion, uA 
breathing revenge, reason has been lost sigbt 
of, and the aim and end of all laws groolj 
misunderstood ; so that law, which was mui- 
festly intended to be the terror of evil-doeii 
and the shield of the oppressed, has been 
convei'ted into one of the most terrible a* 
gines with which tyranny arms it^lf, wbik 
the spirit of legislation, up to a very hti 
period, may be summed up in the Jewidi 
maxim, an eye for an eye and a tooth fori 
tooth. 

THE WORTH OF MAN. 

(Condttded.) « 

But what, after all, does this acoanBlt- 
tion of knowledge amount to ? It is gene- 
rally agreed that this earth had a begiDoiog 
(this does not deny the eternity of matter), 
if so, an end may be expected some time or 
other in the natural order of things. Vl^ 
then will become of man and his boasted M* 
quisition of knowledge— will not he and bis 
records and his braggart superiority be swept 
away in the common ruin ? Nature is 00 
respecter of persons or things. It is said tbit 
man has a greater degree of intelligeoce— bo 
need not boast of this, it is as much these* 
cident of a combination of atoms as that Ifet 
dog was born a dog; we are all alike natuil 
productions, and all alike creatures of neees* 
sity; besides, where is the merit of bisintd* 
ligenceP Man, as far back as we can W* 
him, is said to have been the most irradoo^ 
of animals, which certainly appears very lik* 
the truth, although he has been pleased t* 
call himself the most astonishing creatoK^v 
existence, and principally so because he bv 
a language. Why have not all animakt 
language ? What is the delightful warblii| 
of the bird, the plaintive bleating of A» 
sheep, the neighing of the horse ? Maa i 
^ 90 Uii«it\o\aLS,too^of his self-conferred iiffStft 
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hy the sacrifice of their lives amid the blaze 
of the fag^got, or by the excruciating tor- 
ture of the rack. 

Such has been the implacable hatred ma- 
nifested by the priesthood to the introduction 
of anything which had a tendency to en- 
lighten the mind and improve the mental 
condition of man, that no outrage however 
daring, no persecution however brutal, no 
cruelty however ferocious, was ever left un- 
perpetated, if by its instrumentality they 
would he enabled to effect their diabolical 
purpose of crushing the rising intellect of the 
human race, of placing a barrier to the at- 
tainment of real knowledge, and keeping the 
labouring classes in that state of physical 
and mental subjection that was best calcu- 
lated to foster credulity, bigotry, and super- 
stition, to feed their rapacity and pander 
to their lusts. It was a matter of no conse- 
quence to them as to what might be the pri- 
vate character of the individuals, however 
exemplary they might have been in their 
moral conduct, however useful as citizens, 
kind and affectionate as husbands aud as 
parents, all these inestimable virtues were 
looked upon as nought compared with the 
monstrous crime of being a little wiser than 
their guides, of arrogating to themselves the 
free uses of all their senses and faculties, and 
claiming the right of judging for themselves. 
The only virtues of which they had any no- 
tion Were those of credulity and gullibility; 
believe that which they tell you to believe, 
feel ja^ as they would have you to feel, 
know precisely those things which they in 
their infinite wisdom and goodness think it 
right that you should be acquainted with, 
and, above all, pay them well for being at all 
this trouble to tell you what you should be- 
lieve, how you should feel, and what you 
should know, and depend upon it though you 
may lie, cheat, steal, illuse your wife, and 
neglect jour children, though you may be 
faithlMfi as a friend and revengeful as a foe — 
still jMppu believe, feel, and do as the priests 
tell yoo, you are an exceedingly virtuous and 
holy man, and not only deserving of a large 
share of the good things of this world, but 
an uuperishable crown of glory hereafter. 
While the really consistent, virtuous, and 
intelligent man, who refuses to prostrate his 
endowments, his senses, and his reason, at 
the shrine of intolerance, bigotry, and super- 
stition, who stands firm to his principles, 
because he believes them to be true — a man 
like this, I say, is scofled at, ridiculed, 
spurned, and contemned ; and not content 
with inflicting every possible atrocity upon 
him in this world, they woqld consign him 
to unutterable and everlasting punishment 
in another. 

I know not of a single discovery that was 
ever worth the trouble of propagation that 

Jfwlf 



did not. upon the first avowal, subject tht 
individual to persecution or malevolence of 
some kind or other, while even the simplest 
truths, which now appear too self-evident to 
need demonstration, were at the time of 
their first promulgation denounced as false, 
decried as immoral, and abhorred as blas- 
phemous, and it was not till long after the 
original propounders had pa89ed to ** that 
home whence no traveller returns" that 
their truth became acknowledged, and the 
blot of infamy erased from those who gave ' 
them birth. You have only to turn oyer ; 
the page of history, to find that whenever a 
human being has come upon this earth, 
gifted with extraordinary perceptive facol- 
ties, who has pierced the thick gloom of 
ignorance and superstition, and there beheld 
some truth upon which, perhaps, the physi- 
cal, mental, or moral welfare of nations 
might depend, and who possessed sufficient 
moral C3urage to propagate that truth— he 
has been assailed with every species of oblo* 
quy, and has had to contend against the 
butts of irony, the shafts of ridicule, and 
every other species of persecution that a 
dishonest priesthood could wage against 
him. 

How many instances might be a3dncedin 
support of these assertions. But I need 
only allude to the case of the great Floren- 
tine philosopher, Galileo, who, after having 
devoted a long life to the study and con- 
templation of the grandeur and wondroos 
sublimities of the universe, a man who bad 
given a greater impetus to the march of 
science than any who had preceded hio, 
one who, considering his thirst for knowledge, 
his wonderful attainments, and the gigantic 
powers of mind which he possessed, was 
entitled to the sympathy and support of the 
whole human race — was denounced as a 
blasphemous heretic; was cited to appear 
before the tribunal of a supers>titious priest- 
hood, and there upon his bare knees, on 
pain of imprisonment or death, was forced 
to forswear the honest convictions of hii 
mind, because those couvictions did not 
square with their own, or accord with what 
they considered to be ** divine revelation," 
and was compelled to make a solemn recan- 
tation of his ** Theory of the Earth's Kevo- 
lution round the Sun,'' because it was in 
opposition to their ignorant and paerile 
notions of deity; because it burst the cords 
which' bound the infinity and omnipotence 
of the great actuating spirit of the universe 
to the paltry and insignificant world inhabi- 
ted by themselves : which confined creatioa 
to this mere speck in comparison to tbi 
millions of worlds which Galileo revealed ti 
revolving in the vast infinity of space. 

But think not that Galileo was the onlj 
martyr to science aud truth ! I would thit 
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iaveQtion8,have minerably wrested and abused 
the fables of the ancients. 

Nor is thiH only a late or nnfrequent prac- 
tice, but of ancient date, and common, even 
to this day. Thus Chrysippus, like an in- 
terpreter of dreams, attributed the opinions of 
the Stoics to the poets of old ; and the chemists 
at present, more childishly, apply the poetical 
transformations to their experiments of the 
furnace. And though I hare well weighed 
and considered all this, and thoroughly seen 
into the levity which the mind indulges for 
allegories and allusions, yet I cannot but re- 
tain a high value for the ancient mythology. 
And certainly it were very injudicious to 
suffer the fondness and licentiousness of a few 
to detract from the honour of allegory and 
parable in general 

Upon deliberate consideration, my judg- 
ment is, that a concealed instruction and al- 
legory was originally intended in many of 
the ancient fables. This opinion may, in 
some respect, be owing to the veneration I 
have for antiquity ; but more to observing, 
^ ^ ■ tjjjij gome fables discover a great and evident 

I similitude, relation, and connection with the 
riQUE UPON THE MYTHOLOGY i thing they signify; as well in the structure 



lid say so. Bat, alas! the clanking 
chain, the stifled moans of the im- 
ed father, and cries of the widowed 
!r and her orphan children, have been 
too often to allow such a thought to 
tertained. So general has been the 
Htion of those who have had the cou- 
.nd manliness to advocate new tmths 
>osi(ion to existing errors that I would 
a the language of Miss Frances VVright, 
* I know of none, from the modest 
tes and gentle Jesus, down to the least 
latest reformers of our own times, who 
remembered the poor, the ignorant, or 
ssed ; raised their voices in favour of 
equal distribution of knowledge and 
f; or dared to investigate the causes 
e and misery with a view to their re- 
1, 1 know of none, I say, who have not 
the mark of persecution, drank of the 
II of calumny, or borne the cross of 
irrdom." 

J. Griffin H. 



OF THE ANCIENTS. 

BT LORD BACON. 
I. 

earliest antiquity lies buried in silence 
)blivion, excepting the remains we have 
in sacred writ. This silence was sue- 
id by poetical fables, and these, at length, 
be writing we now enjoy : so that the 
ealed and secret learning of the ancients, 
18 separated from the history and know- 
3 of the following ages, by a veil or par- 
i-wall of fables, interposing between the 
i;8 that are lost and those that remain.* 
any may imagine that I am here entering 
I a work of fancy or amusement, and de- 

to use a poetical liberty in explaining 

ical fables. It is true fables in general them restored is by lenity, affabi|i 
composed of ductile matter, that may be 
fn into great variety, by a witty talent or 
JDventive genius: and be delivered of 
sible meanings which they never contained 

this procedure has already been carried 
Wess, and great numbers, to procure the 
Jtion of antiquity to their own notions and 

Varro diatributea the age»of the world into three 
>d8 : viz. the unknown, the fabulona, and the 
"ical. Of the former we have no acconnta but 
=riptnre ; for the second, we mtiat consult the 
«nt poeta ; auch as Heaiod, Homer, or thoae who 
je atill earlier; and then again come back to 
'.who inhia metamorphoaea seema, in imitation 
»P8 of aome ancient Greek poet, to have intended 
•nplete collection, or a kind of continued and 
'«cted history of the fabnloug age, especially with 
Jd to changes, revolutions,, or transformatioiM. 



of the fable, as in the propriety of the names, 
whereby the persons or actors are character- 
ised : insomuch, that no one could positively 
deny a sense and meaning to be from the first 
intended, and purposely shadowed out in diem. 
For who can hear that fame^fter the giants 
were destroyed sprung up as their posthumous 
sister, and not apply it to the clamour of 
parties, and the seditious rumours which com- 
monly fly about for a timevpon the quelling 
of insurrections ? Or who can read how the 
giaat Typhon cut out and carried away Ju- 
piter's sinews, which Mercury afterwards 
stole and again returned to Jupiter, and not 
presently observe that this allegory denotes, 
strong and powerful rebellions, which ou^. 
away from kings their sinews both of money 
and authority ; and that the way to have 

^^^fcand 
prudent edicts, which soon reconcil^HBl as 
it were steal upon the aflections of theprople ? 
Or who upon hearing that memorable expe- 
dition of the gods against the giants, when 
the braying of Silenus'sass greatly contributed 
in patting the giants to flight, does not clearly 
conceive that this directly points at the mon- 
strous enterprises of rebellious subjects, which 
are frequently frustrated and disappointed 
by vain fears and empty rumours ? 

Again, the conformity and purport of the 
names, is frequently manifest, and self-evi- 
dent. Thns Metis, the wife of Jupiter, 
plainly signifies conn s^ ; Typhon, swelling; 
Pan, universality; Nemesis, fevenge, &c. 
Nor is it a wonder, if sometima a piece of 
history, or other things are introduced by 
way of ornament; or if the times of the 
aetion are eonfound^d \ ot \i ^zxX, «C <&^<a 
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nay pass for a farther indication al 
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gory even afar off, A fable that carries 

Srobability with il,niBy besuppo«ed inveuted 
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TO RICHARD CARLILE.- 
I. 

aay stand alone, 

ironld not change my fireedom for a throne. 

-The writer \s well known to you, 
Dre what follows cannot be tortured into 
fidious or cowardly attack. You have 
) reformer of all reformers, and most 
ly do I wish you success, but it seems 

at least doubtful whether you have 
r, or even integrity sufficient for the 
iplishment of so Herculean a task, 
ms for this scepticism on my part are 
oming. 

irour address to that portion of the people 
"eat Britain and Ireland calling them- 

reformers, published in 1839, yon boast 
ving beaten tho Tories, beaten the 
8, in short, beaten everybody and every- 
beatable. Your words are, " In the 
3 of twenty years I have fought and 
1 the Tories as to the unlimited freedom 
» press, in the discussion of all matters 
>lie prfncipie'in politics and religion. I 
fonght and beaten the Whigs in the 
r of ifree oral discussion, on the sabbath 
ell as on other days.*' Then, after 
ig away about masterir.g both Tory and 
: administration, you promise to work 
' the most difficult of all reforms, the 
sary task of reforming the reformers," 
md reforming them to such a tune, that 
shall make but " one body and one 
'' Prodigious! What a thrashing 
ler, to be sure ! Why, sir, your appe- 
3r beating and reforming throws into 
le of darkest hue '' the far-famed dragon 
intleys, who 

e np the church, ate up the steeple, 
e parson, clerk, and all the people. 

sober seriousness, I begin to think you 
thoroughly crazed by excess of vanity, 
[uite clear that nothing will suit you but 
idisputed cockship of the political roost, 
I I much question whether aay kind of 
al success or supremacy would satisfy 
raving', restless, jealous spirit. How- 
rou are going, so you tells us, to reform 
e reformers. For more than twenty 



long years you have had that stupendous job 
in hand, and the only tangible result of your 
prodigious efforts that I can see, is di^ust 
and disapointment. Why at this very moment 
there is not a single reformer of note in the 
country with whom you are not at daggers 
drawn. The cause is obvious. It is that 
senseless and extravagant egotism of which 
you are the slave and victim. It is tliat 
which has in the past and must in the future 
render it impossible for any men of indepen- 
dent feelings to act'with you — nay, not only 
do you prevent them acting with you, bat in 
nine cases out of ten compel them, as you 
have compelled me, to act against yon. In 
the pamphlet referred to, what is really ad- 
mirable in it is so mixed up with personalities 
and nauseating frivolities, that the perusal 
rather excites disgust than admiratiod. ' 

All this I am well aware will not at all 
shake your faith in your own infinitude of po- 
litical wisdom. The lord forbid, for suicide 
would be the certain consequence. It will 
be enough for me if the eyes of all Oracle 
readers are so far opened by these letters that 
they may clearly see your true intellectual 
and moral dimensions. You are a man with 
nerves strong as steel, and opinions no 
more flexible than your nerves. You have 
comfortably settled down into a conviction of 
your own infallibility, and feel, or affi^t to 
feel, supreme contempt for the abiliwiii and 
opinions of other men— but whether the self- 
complacency of a Narcissus, and jealous in- 
tolerance-of a Hunt are elements of, or even 
compatible with that moral greatness, which 
alone can achieve or deserve success in the 
mighty work of reforming all the reformers, 
I leave to the decision of my readers. Nor 
does it seem, sir, that you are one of those 
who, like wines, will be mellow and improved 
by age. A famous Grecian sage said, ^' I 
grow old learning many things,'* but your 
head is so set upon teaching, and teaching; 
too what you dont very well understand, that 
it is unlikely the idea of seeking for something 
new, or looking to others for in:-tnicn«n, evt*r 
disturbs the equanimity of your iiit-llectnal 
operations. Your reason, like Stoics virtue, 
is fixed, 
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and I am persuaded that shoald joft live to 
the age of Methuselah, your philosophic 
planet will not remove out of its present orbit. 
My confidence therefore in your vrisdom and 
power to work so great a marvel as reforming 
all the reformTers, is by no means equal to 
your own. Indeed, so far from thinking you 
a competent man to reform all the reformers, 
I am deoidiedly of opinion that there is not a 
reformer in the country stands more in need 
of reformation than yourself. 

Not many years since you proclaimed your- 
self ^' Repub4icau in politics and atheistical 
in religion," now your politics are incompre- 
hensible and your religion inconceivable. 
Since you have abandoned the better-to-be- 
honest principle, and tried the safe spec, of 
teaching atheism in .1b|i|^B|g;nage of Christi- 
anity — since you ^s^RHto^ ^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ 
use without acknowle^Hpt'the Hutchin- 
sonian Jewology, for wbi^ you are now 
preaching about finding the gefttd of all true 
philosophy in the Jew-book, was much more 
learnedly and better taught by Dr. Hutchin- 
son, years before you were bom — finally, 
since you have practised the stale trick of 
grafting upon philosophy the abominable 
double doctrine and scientifically ^^ paltered 
in a double sense,'' your intellect has suffered 
a kind of palsy, and what you have written 
has been either unintelligible or useless. 
Your communications to this paper have been 
puerility itself, absolutely beneath contempt. 
A brass farthing would be dear payment for 
a wagon load of them, and 1 warn the editor 
ifiat the publication of a few more such 
specimens of god-sauce and Christian philo- 
sophy will leave him without readers. If 
such trash should be continually stuffed into 
the Oracle^ s. pages, all I can say is, an an- 
nouncement should be made forthwith that in 
future every purchaser will receive, instead 
of pay — a penny ! 

You have been talking much of late about 
bringing science into the church, which is *' a 
conscraination devoutljr to be wished,'' no 
doubt, but what sort of science is it to be ? 
According to my notions, science is the only 
teachable thing, it includes all tbat>man can 
know, and simplicity is its very essence. 
Science is always intelligible even to ordinary 
intellects, when those who preach or teach it 
are honest and skilful. There are no myste- 
ries in science, at least none ought to dif^fignre 
it. Its language should be so clear as to 
admit but of one interpretation, and he is the 
great man of science who, so to speak, brings 
4pwu its most exalted truths to the level of 
meanest capacities. Science is neither «u- 
7?^-natural nor sub • natural, but natural. 
Nature is its only and everlasting source. 
You told the writer, a month or two since, 
that your science is sub-naturalism. Wishing 
to escape the charge of being a «u/7er-natu- 
raUat, you took refuge in su6-nataralism, 
402 



when the meanest tyros in philosophy knovr 
that nature is all, and therefore there can be 
nothing either above or below it. Idiota 
might talk about snbnatures or supematarea, 
but no honest philosopher would pen saeli. 
mischievous twaddle. The late Pnnce Ta.l-> 
leyrand jestinf/ly affirmed that the true ase o€ 
language is to hide, not express, ourthought::^. 
Sir, you must have studied long and deeply 
in the Talleyrand school, but it is a pity yoma 
dont understand that such a true use of lan- 
guage may be well enough in diplomacy y^t 
out of place in philosophy, admirable ixi 
statesmanship upon the expediency principle? 
but disgusting from the lips of a reformer o(f 
all the reformers. 

You pique yourself upon your complete 
command of the language of your subject^ 
and with excellent reason, if by this mastery 
of language we are to understand a wonderfal 
facility in the art of writing line upon liae> 
and page upon page that no reader on eartb 
infuse sense into. This kind of merit 1 



can 



shall not attempt to rob you of, but if this is 
the sort of science you are anxious to hAng 
into the church, may the lord help those wbo 
are compelled to study it. If your new sab- 
natural science of a Mr^e-headed god is to be 
taught in the perfect manner you teach 
through the columns of this paper, why I ain 
persuaded that none but sur-headed gods will 
comprehend it. 

Now I willingly allow that the impene- 
trable obscurity of your god, son, and ghos* 
science may be a consequence of your wait 
of ability to properly expound it, not from any 
radical or ensential defect in the science itseMf— 
Perhaps, as you found yourself so great ^^ 
master of the langue^e of the subject yotm- 
thought it hardly worth while to know (►^^ 
teach anything about the subject itself. ^ 

However, in order to do you and myseU 
justice, I will quote a few short paragfraph 
from your last explanation of the new icience^ 
and leave my readers to rummage outi " 
meaning from the chaos of words, if they 
You say,* 

^' As I read the bible its god cannot b 
wisely renounced : for instance (Matt xx ' 




19), * Go ye, therefore, and teach all nat 
baptising them in the name of the fii 
and of the son, and of the holy .ghost' 

^* [n the name of the father, I define 
teaching to be of all known physioal 
(query, can there be wn^iwuw physioal or tn^ 
other science P), or science of nature, doi»'* 
mental, undesigning, the great first cause, *' 
eternal necessity. 

*< In the n£ne of the son, I define ftt 
teaching to be of moral science, of the oie v i 
letters and figures, of art of ereiy kind, of ^ i 



• See Ora^ U, article ** Christiamty 
Atheism.'' 
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f the human mind, or spiritual 
vorXd of liberty, and human sal- 

lame of the lioly-ghost, the spirit 

ruth, I define the teaching to be 

e of the best human aflfections, of 

and neighbour, the comforter, 

igainst which is outrage on all 
»> 

:he name of all three at once — 
and holy>ghost, I define these 
ions to be 

I specimen upon the whole 
are of speech called rigmarole, 

t gladly dismiss it in the hope, 
will either satisfactorily explain 
lion of your three-headed god- 
ease to inflict your unintelligible 
)on the readers of this paper. 
:art your new periodical " The 
arrior, or Church Militant," you 
ample verge and room *' to play 
sort of fantastic trick, proving 
equal success Atheist, christian, 
alamander. The " Christian 
nil live at least a few weeks, 
. die a mute, inglorious, natural 
ill of virtuous contempt for life, 
any Trojan and Roman heroes, 
de, killing himself dead, 

ead af) herrings, 
erringa that are red. 

probably complain that I bully, 

and ridicule, but dont forget, 

you have Jirst bullied, pained, 
i ridiculed as well as you could. 
3u call plain fool^ Mackintosh 
e is a mere humbug^ O'Connor 

you denounce as ** wild Irish- 
.rd ditto, traitors to their perse- 
jr — in short, there is not a living 
ou have not directly or indirectly 
fool, knave, or traitor. The 
fore, does not feel called upon to 
rs with you, especially as you 
him to take this course, literally 

into a discussion, he would for 
reasons have carefully shunned, 
n this case, according to long 
^d the first stone, and should be 
a second, that may bruise you to 
is my intention to hit you just 

am able, and in those places I 
orest. This frank exposition of 
s ought rather to gratify than 

A christian warrior and church 
Id glory in wounds received from 

an Infidel, even though *' deep 
Aride as a church door. " Besides, 
nercilessly used *' A Scourge," 
ry shame turn sniveller when the 
I to his own shoulders. 



IS THERE NO GOD f 

The impudence of goddites and godmongers 
is proverbial, and naturally belongs to the 
doctrine, for the first principle in supematu- 
ralism is the rejection of reason for the ac* 
commodation of folly. It is well known that 
when men have a weak or rotten cause to 
support and defend, they usually resort to 
the very means best calculated ultimately to 
destroy it. They shuffle and shirk, and bully 
and bluster, when they should openly meet 
and quietly argue the matter in dispute, 
taking care not to expose their own weakness 
by an affected display of courage and strength, 
for such conduct seldom or never sncoeedi 
even for the time, and is certain at last to be 
tamed against themselves. It is of no mo- 
ment whether a man believes in a stock or 
stone god, a flesh and blood god, a spirit god, 
or like Mr. Mackintosh, a nothing or no-god 
god, the impudence of the believer is propor. 
tioned to his estimate of his own importance 
and the relative insignificance of his opponent. 

Mr. Mackintosh's bullying of men calling 
themselves Atheists, in his ** Dissertation, 
called forth some severe strictures upon that 
work in this paper, and since that time many 
communioationR have appeared with his sig- 
nature, all of them without exception strongly 
marked with the characteristics I have men* 
tioned above — evasion or abuse, to which 
might be added assumption. Of this latter 
article he has made plentiful use in his late 
contribution (Nos. 44-6) not forgetting both 
the others. 

It was my intention when T wrote my last 
reply to Mr. Mackintosh's sophisms, not 
again to have troubled my readers with the 
subject, thinking with Mr. M. they must 
many of them look upon the discussion as 
" puerile, and, I might say, contemptiblo«^' 
The plausible statement of Mr. M. in Nd. 
44 has induced me to alter my determination. 
He therein complains of my wilful perversion 
of his meaning, and says, I ^' shall proceed to 
express myself in such terms as cannot, I 
think, be so easily perverted." This may lead 
some to suppose that he really does what he 
professeM— instead of which he merely goes 
over again the same rigmarole he has so 
many times stated as his idea of a god. Mr. 
M.'s treatment of his subject reminds me of 
Billy Waters, aod what befel him one dark 
night, when Mr. W., being three sheets or 
more in tie wind, got his wppden leg or 
timber toe in a plug-hole, which accident the 
fog which enveloped his brain prevented him 
from perceiving, and, under the ihlpression 
that he was travelling homeward, he continued 
to go round and round until morning. So it 
is with Mackintosh and his god—" physical 
power " is his timber toe, and the moral idea 
" dwelling in the mind of man " is the hole 
in \Nhich he has wt-vt^bvvt ^«mATal\«|Lu«»fift 
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or g:od-bFUef, beeloDJJDg his mind, renJers 
him ohiivious of the fact. Upon tbid paioi he 
is conliniiahy rcvaUing, buoyed -ip wilb the 
pleasing d«-lasion that he in bourlj- reaohiiig 
home, whereu he ha* not moied an incli 
forward since he started. " Ecery msD ban 
a right his onn Lobhy-borae to tide,'' proi'idod 
alwajR, ft4 the lawyere naj', he does not run 
against atd upeet, or try to Dpsel hi* neigh- 
bour who maybe aimilatly mounted. Mr. 
M, may have spun himself roond for the 
term of hia natural life, or even hSTe directid 
hia friend Fhysical Fovrer to have carried 
bim 10 the moon, without our interference, 
if, in hi* journey to the goddepa of deranged 
intellects, he had not run against our hohhy- 
honie, atbeiam, and with much bully and 
Bwagger threatened to upset ur. But having 
done Ko, Rc «ere compelled to take up [he 
cudgles of diacuirston, and return bang for 
bang, and nith far greater success than was 
anticipated by many, which trumpeting forth 
of our own prowess will of courae bejnstly 
cbarccd upon our inordinate vanity. Mr. 
M. thought a god's name, like a king's, 
" was a tower of strength, which we of the 
adverse party lacked,'' and forgot that a 
good cause was far better. His all-powerful 
gud has been dentroypd, and his every attempt 
to reproduce him has ended iu a failure, and 
miserahle sinner," without 



luggeited by Mr. U.>s " equklly ridienlca 
assprtion, which assertion <B again reiUrtt 
by him in the article I am now noticiog. 
tUc first paragraph in No. 45,besaji, 
I io Iherelbte Bffirin (not that (frf i> sa ii 

(hal the idea of god awelling in Uie adMofaa 



clothed in words slightly diffcrinf, and t 
Mr. M.'s god is still •' cabin'd, cribb'd,e 
fiu'd '' to his own brain. Hebasilatedo 
and over again that the question with bin 
.f /art but of moral iaflaen 
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I shall no 
Mr. Mackiu' 
very nsefnl remarks upon the causes nhich 
lead to wrangling and disputing among men, 
giving an appropriate example to three ol 
the Four causes which be enumerates, and 
furnishing an illustration for the first in (ht 
Bhole of hia after remarks. This first was, 
" a misapprehension of the meaning of (he 
terms emptujed," and it nill be very appa. 
runt to the most casual reader that what wc 

,call shadow he calls HUbstance. and what he 
calls substance we call shadow, and thai 
occasionally Mr. M. jumbles the two together, 
either through ignorance or wilfuluess. 

'liter the illnstration* of which 1 have 
spoken, Mr. M. expresses his suspicion thai 

-the disci^ssion would appear to many of the 
Oncle readers to have assumed a puerile, and 
he might say contemptible appearance, luld- 
iug that, 

ideu in sarti terms u might, by a careleBfl ar wifnllj 
pnverfleopponeDt, be com^tmed into a meaning quite 
diOerent fVom tbM jntendeO. I havn, it BeemH. said 
that " god Is an idea dwelling 
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in of the ei 



to the nmc purpose tquallj ridiculous. 
Thi» \etj ridiculon* query of i 



has he abused Athi 
he has never been al 
honesty! After the wi 
years has been led to I 
or gods, and after Mr. 
teu a hook to support sncn oeuei, anui 
ridiculed and abused Atheists for denyisf 
—he coolly tells uj, "that like every oti 
question, it must ultimately beseliled bf 
owniutrinsicmeritsi thatUyahtlherUhi. 
IhesoodofmanKmd to believe in a jod^fi 
iiitrf or no .' "—quite regardlessof its probi 

like ■ parson— why the most virulent i 
brazen-faced Jew-booker conld not bate 
tered a greater insult tu his fellown 
Mr. M.'s writings upon this qnestion pn 
him to be an enpediency-mongerpirai 
fence. He tells you without a hlnsh.that 
teaching of truth is ell a bum, and ibatj 
he expedienl to hnmhng men Ihey BhooW 
humboggcd!— and nhy ! fortliesamerei! 

who humbug them may obtain an aai 
■ aUh. He does-not 



iobjec 



nothing to gain by other men be 
less wise than himself, i.hy bliud tbeml 
and if he has anything to lose by all n 
being bis equal, it is presumptive evidenc 
the rottenness of his title and theinjntici 
his claim. Will any person believe Mr. 
when be says Ae believes in the esisuncai 
godP Ifhedoes,whynotdefcudthBmi 
good which may result from a belief in a 
upon the ground of the probable tmUi 
^uch a belief— and not say, if it be a He 
• ■ ' [ban thecontr 
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Id it not bring about the millenium if we 
cted truth altoirether ? We could then 
he ourselves with lying a^ with a gar- 
it. Doubtless the poor wretch who is 
'ving with cold and hunger wpuld be ex- 
dingly glad if he could believe he was well 
and clothed. But facts are stronger than 
ion, and however much he may desire to 
I warm and comfortable, he is just as cold 
I hungry as before. So is it with Mr. M., 
rever ardently he may try to believe iu a 
I,* he is just ^s much without god in the 
'Id as the honest Atheist, who has no wish 
ieceive himself nor his fellows, aud who 
.'Cts expediency from a couviction of its 
any. 

dr. Mackintosh says, if ** a belief in an 
(lligent and good god has a beneficial 
uence upon the conduct and condition 
nankind, then the Theist is right." Is he 
Is he right to declare there is a god 
ause he imagines it will produce a bene- 
il moral influence, whether he can prove 
assertion- or not? And is the Atheist 
It to declare there is no god, or no facts 
ihow that there is a probability of such an 
;tence, simply because he conceives god- 
ef to be immoral and ridiculous ? What 
the morality or immorality of murder to 
Hrith the fact of its commission ? The man 
>look8 upon murder as immoral does not, as 
>nsequence, doubt that men are murdered, 
ly then should a man dispute the existence 
I god because of the immoral tendency of 
belief in such a being — or another assert 
existence upon the ground of its moral 
uence ? No answer but its assumed 
^diency can be given. I'he advantage of 
rocating lies is a novel feature in Social 
»ionaryship ! 

E'earful of tiring my readers, T shall pass 
T many portions of Mr. M.'s communica- 
a upon which I should like to comment, 
1 flUan now say a few words upon what I 
rsider ungracious and unwarrantable as- 
options of Mr. M.'s. In p. S74 he says, 

t has been questioned whether a society of Athe- 
GouldekiHt. Voltaire, who sorely cannot be 
u^ of bigotry, seems to decide in the negative 
» Voltaire's Philosophical Dictionary). Others 
e gone still farther, and have doubted whether a 
etjr of Atheists could be formed. This may be 
by the fact that we have at this moment the 
'eased Atheists of Great Britain aHsociated toge- 
' for mutual aid and protection . In my opinion, 
present loosely connected association has its ori- 
in the cruel, wicked, and fitupid persecution of 
OUTHWELL, G. J. HOLYOAKE, and Others. 
leeation makes men of the same opinions cling 
ther for mutual aid and protection. If the 
mment were to liberate Southwell and Holy- 
», and cease altogether from prosecution or per- 

tion, m my opinion, the present association of 
weed 'Atheists would be dissolved into its vMi- 
» atoms in a very short time. 



Jn the first place, it is a general rule fof 
men to question the truth and practicability 
of everything with which they are not ac- 
quainted, and therefore for men to question 
the poi^sibility of a society of Atheists existing 
is no more wonderful than it is for them to 
do the same thing with respect to Socialists 
— but the Socialists have no doubts, because 
they are better acquainted with their own 
principles than the doubters. The stability 
of any and every society depends upon the 
morality of the individuals composing it, and 
not upon the dogmas they hold. Voltaire's 
opinion must simply go for what it is worth 
— he was ostensibly a Deist, and if not a 
bigotted one, which I much question, he was 
an exceedingly inconsistent one. 

In the second place, there is no formal as- 
sociation of Atheists, either loosely or tightly 
connected, that I kuow of, 1 wish there was, 
but there has been no attempt made to join 
them. Mr. M. has sufficient knowledge of 
the parties actively engaged in the present 
struggle to be aware that they are not asso- 
ciated for protection, that similarity of feel- 
ings and affections is the cementing bond, 
and not their disbelief of goddism — that an 
ardent desire to awaken their fellows to a 
sense of the degradation and ignorance in 
which they are now steeped, aud which in- 
flicts upou them an immensity of misery, im- 
pels them to their present course. If he 
does not know he has yet to learn, that the 
individuals connected with this paper were 
friends and companions in some cases whilst 
only Deists, in others whilst unaware of the 
tendency of their principles, and in all 
cases long before the Oracle was thought of. 
The persecution of Southwell has had uothiug 
to do with their union, they were tfnited be- 
fore, it only incited them to more vigorous 
exertion. The prosecution of Southwell if 
uot courted was expected. The law which 
prescribed bounds to the freedom of expres- 
sion was disregarded, with a clear perception 
of the penalty likely to follow. The odious 
and unconstitutional enactments of the com- 
mon law were but imperfectly known, and 
there was no hope for its repeal unless, as in 
all other cases, its folly and barbarity were 
exhibited in practice. This could only be 
done by personal sacrifice— the sacrifice was 
willingly made, and the only acknowledg- 
ment asked of the public was that it should 
exert itself to procure a repeal of the laws 
against freedom of expression. Another and 
another victim may be taken, and no more 
will be demanded or expected than in the 
first case, and I will answer for it, whenever 
the object sought for is obtained, we shall 
one and all be happy to enjoy the peace and 
liberty we now sacrifice for our own pleasures 
and the general benefit. In the mean time, 
asking no praise and fearing no censure, we 
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only wish to be considered honeiit, and if 

that Imj not conceded to ns— we will e'en go 

on without ir, heinvr certain at hwt tn prove it. 

Mr. Mackintosh concludes aa follows : — 

Wp have many invtaacos of pTofeH»ing Atheists, 
who in their indiviilnal and private capacity have 
bci'n vjTV good and amiable men ; yet we have no 
instance either in ancient or modern times* of a 
nation professing atheistical opinions, who have 
occnpit'd a high position upon the scale of moral 
and inti'Uectnal advancement. If atheism will 
fnrni-ih a ba-is whereon ti> erect a moral system of 
high value it has yet to be proved. I, for one, do 
not think it will. 



fanlt is not with Mr. M. bat with hisi 
and I would seriously advise him, for the i 
of hii well earned credit in the field of pliyij 
cal science, to leave the god-mongers tofii* 
their own battles, and not sully bis hutj 
with their foul and paltry weapons «hidiki| 
has not nor ever will have the addrm M 
use, with any chance of success. 

W. C 
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Morals are derived from an observation of 
nature's modes, ajid can have no foundation 
but Jacts. The speculations of atheism or 
goddism, or any other doctrine, can never be 
made the foundation for truths, and morals 
are truths, forminp the science of life. To 
talk, then, of erecting morals upon atheism 
or f^oddism is rank nonsense. The grossest ! 
immorality may subsist with atheism,' and we ' 
know it does with goddisni and ever has. j 
The questions then are. can morality suhsist 
with atheism, and can it subsist with goddism? . 
But these, o\ course, are questions distinct . 
from the existence or non - existence of a 
god, and not to be jumbled with it. 

Mr. M. is a Social Missionary, the defender 
of communities of co-operation. Can he 
point to one successfully carried out, pro- | 
ducing the happiness which he predicts will 
arise from the adoption of the social schemes? 
If he cantiot, how can he with any face deny . 
the probability of a moral system of high 
value being connected with atheism because it : 
has not been proved, at the very same time 
that he is contending for the absolute neces- 
sity of the social system, as promulgated by 
the party he serves, producing the utmost , 
happinos and plenty— when that has never • 
been tried ? Why, the paltry objection to j 
atheism here noticed is the hacknied one of | 
almost all the opposers of socialism, and 
belongs to Brindley, Barker, & Co. I myself 
heard R. Owen abused by Brindley and his 
gang at Bristol, upon this very point, for 
half an hour, and the meeting declared 
against the truth of Owen's views — because 
they had not been tried. The value of 
socialism is as deficient of proof as the value 
of atheism. Men have co-operated with 
advantage, and Atheists have lived who have 
been virtuous men — but neither an improved 
social community or a nation of Atheists 
has yet been known. Where or when has 
god belief produced a " moral system of high 
value ? *' Echo answers — " Where ? " 

With whom does the charge of the puer- 
ility of the discussion lie, if not with the 
advancer of such contemptible, broken down 
obje^tioDB as those I have uoUced? TYveV 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

GOD AND ANTI-GOD IN INDIA. 

( From a Correspondent.) 

The interpreter to our forces in China ill 
missionary, the Rev. Mr.GotzIaff. He OM 
preached god, christ, holy-ghost, and co. to 
the Chinese, and may probably continue Ai 
same ministry now, as nothing incompttilill 
with his present profession, which is to sfr 
nounce to the Chinese that they are to /My 
for the poison they have destroyed, mi 
which christians so kindly goaded thdi 
with, and that they are in future to iDov 
its free entrance into their country. Tbeie 
benevolent intentions he generally publisim 
to them on the eve of action, when, if Ih^ 
do not surrender, and agree to the condi- 
tions, he leaves them to the alternative- 
destruction by fire and sword, the loa U 
their property, and the violation of their fti* 
mi lies who may survive. In the waragaiiut 
Aflfghanistan the Bishop of CalcutU ei- 
pt»unds the views of god, christ, holy-gho»^ 
and CO. While the military and the diplo- 
matists thought of retreating, the bishoi^n 
the 28th of February last, thus declared til 
resolutions of goddism at the end of anil* 
dress to Lord Auckland: ♦* The season till 
break, the passes will- be open, and theSi 
only let us get at them V* The fW«rf*» 
India, the organ of the clergy in India, ■ 
the newspaper, which urges the prosecatiOB 
of the war against the Affghanistans. Thw 
does the christian company of god, chw, 
and CO. exhibit themselves abroad ! Butw 
Atheists are at work there. The Frw*'*' 
India, June 9, speaking of the death of • 
Mr. Hare at Calcutta, who was formeriy* 
watch-maker, says, " He established aschoflif 
which he is said long to have supported fro* 
his own resources; and he was one of "i 
chief instruments in promoting the «* 
blishment of the Hindoo College. Thmil 
gradually became identified with the can* 
of native education as conducted on te 
principle of excluding religion, and acqairt* 
the confidence, we might almost add, *• 
affection of the native yputh of the mcttt" 
polis to a degree never known before. » 
the same time it must be confessed «• 
^««^T«^«.\.)\.VkA.t. \vU itiveterate hoatilit| •• 
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of which will loDg contmuK to ne 
n Ihe opinion* and condnct of the 
ner&tion of enlitc'itened nalirca." 
ive still more encouraging notfcea 
Vesleyan Circalar. 
J anticipate Iberefore, amoQEat 
lies at this commercial crisii 
jre of Rod, chriit, holy-f[hosl, 
cutta. We therefore tnggeit, 0t I 
mmercial apeculatioD, to send out 
illdet pablicationi of the day to I 
ind Ibe other prepidenciea of India. 
^g gold of truth will take the pTan 
'inuy creiiit of falnr^hood, whou 
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ns ^ratif, if ofhera better acquaiht- 
tidia would Itindly let them know 
they might eutrust them for dit- 
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Xfthc damned in htit ; and an 

Oe THBIIl OWN CHILOBBV, rARRNTH, nOB- 

9AND9, w[tei, and >ribHd<i. Even lime 
they look apon [he damned it will excite in 
rhem x lively and admiring i^nst oj the grace 
3/god in HtiiNQ them «o to differ. One 
part of the btisinfit of the blesied is to cele- 
brate the doctriiK of reprobalion. While 

ling on the venels of wrath, themi.)jl«o/(Aeir 
lomtenli will he eternally aicendine in the 
fiew of the vessels of mercy, who. instead of 
lafcing Ihe part of those miserable object*, 
•ill BBT, amen, hallelnjah, ;>rai» the lord." 

" The aainls in elory will he far more sen- 
dhh how dreadful (he wralh of god is, and 
■ill niideretand how lerrihle the snflerinri of 
[he damned arej y«( thii taiil bi no occanon 
af griff ta thm, but rtjoicing. They will mit 
M torry for the damned. All gympath; 
destroyed — it will cause no uneasinei* or 
diMatisfactiou to them, bat on the eontrsij, 
■hen they see this stRhC, it will oecislon 
rejoiciOEs, and eicite them (ojoyful jmitM." 
^Edmardi'i Practical Sermoni. 

John Baninu. 

Brighton, October, 1843. 

To iht Editor of the Oracle of Reason. 
i;iR.— A <Wir (lue'tion, in font Ho. 47, under (he 



im, hnl that j 
ale of society; for in I 
f Routhwell and Holyoake, we find ' 

ear to be truth in the seeing or 
F some parties. In the cruel per- I 
hey are now auifering their feeling 
nrt and their health injured, but I 
iction of havinp: iconied the hypo. I 
rokerl path abundantly pays for all. 
its Ihe reflections of the pioas spy 
in Holyoa'.e'BCiue? It wilt be well 

the friends and dependant of Ihe 
d party. To reflect that for six 
Irs. Holyoake and bar two infant 
Eire to be deprived of the protection 

the be«t of huibandi and fathers, 
i the confidence i felt in Ihe hooeslj 
dily of Mr Holyoake (and it is now 
n ever confirmed), that I had placed 
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)l1>nd, Iben Arehdeuon oTDDrMl. and the MienUi 
Dnmber addreawd ta the late Dr. Ueiachel, the 
higb-pTiest of Qw Jews, present my 1 
lion of evideaee, that neilber Jewisl 
ftliBiea had any aimialelr Mated hietotieal orqci- 
nation. Iwutli* fim, of mndem times, hiMoii- 
cllytodi-towrthitJenn Christ ne.erexi-led at 
flesh, in the first ot any other Mntnrr. in FaleMine 
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other luune, before the time of Alexander of 
Macftdon, who bronght them there in hia expedi- 
tionary retnm from India. 

This, then, was my iitate of mind, in concluding 
and dedicating the ninth ^anie of the Republican. 
With the tenth volume, or in its coursR of publica- 
tion, it may be ften that I entered upon a new course 
of theological inquiry, to which my former re- 
searches had gradually brought me : it was the 
identity of the christian with all former mytho- 
logies. Assisted by the Rev. Robert Taylor, I 
asserted the mythological sameness of Jcsns Christ 
and Promethean, and discovered generally, of which 
I am now elaborating and making so good a use, 
that Jesus Christ is the name of spirit, oil menf^l 
principle, of wisdom, science, virtue, lo^, com- 
bined for human salvation, and not the name of any 
mere flesh, blood, and bones that ever existed. 

Rvery subsequent volume of my periodical has 
more or less embraced this subject, until, in The 
IsiSy I attempted to make a system of theological 
interpretation from it, and am about to renew the 
attempt in anew periodical entitled " The Christian 
Warrior," Ac. 

Ignorant men may find contradiction in all this ; 
but wiser ones will see it to hn the fair and hovestly 
stated progress of an inquiring mind, faithful to 
truth alone. 

I have several volumes of the Republican unsold ; 
but not perfect sets. Have been selling them of 
late at the low price of half a crown a volume, which 
is less than a fifth of the original price. I will place 
some of them with my son, Alfred, at 1, Bonvcrie- 
street. Fleet- street; but no lower tradn price will 
be taken. Young political and theological inquirers 
will find in these volumes some of the boldest and 
best essays on almost e|ary subject ever printed. 
They are clearly the origMtion of that style which 
Mr. Williams, as Publicola,hay9|ntroduced into the 
Weekly Dispatch^ J^'®® discussion had its birth in 
the Republican»..j^yon<l that publication it can 
nowhere be trapednip record as having been in prac- 
tice. The worolSf'^ere scarcely associated. To 
superstition all discjiisnionis horrible ; but more than 
this, there is neither political party nor religious 
sect, yet in the country, that can bear free discus- 
sion. The ridiculous neir-mooe Chartists in Hol- 
bom, have said no religions discussion in their hall. 
They want musi<i; *"' ^^ religious discussions \ 
They want anyt'iing but truth and political wisdom, 
with honesty. There must be many other moves, 
before we reform the parliament, or repeal the corn 
laws. At present, and foa^^.and twenty years 
past, nobody has moved, lnR|^r humble servant, 

Richard Carlile. 
Enfield Highway, November 12, 1842. 

ANTI-PERSECUTION UNION. 
All Collectors are requested to forward the amounts 
of subscription to the office, 8, Holywell Street, by 
Monday, November 28. And the London Collectors 
are specially required to attend with their books at 
the committee meeting, at Eight p.m. of the same 
date. 

The Public Meeting in connection with the Anti- 
Persecution Union will take place at John-street 
Institution, on Monday, Dec. 5, half-past eight, p.m. 

London. M.Kyall, Sec. 
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ENGLAND PARAPHRASED, . 

For the benefit of those Clergymen who stneartsA 

Thai three are one, and one is three, 
I hold a sacred verity : 
That Jesus Christ \^nt down to hell. 
But what for, the devil must tell : 
And then he winged his way above, 
To join the father and the dove. 
Thftt Mary, veneranda tnater^ 
Cwe beinor to her own creatsor, 
Married, but neither wife nor maid, 
As bv no nat'ral impulse swayed ; 
Her husband. Joe, for very shame sake, 
Acting jmt l^e his sheepish namesake. : 
We've no free will tluit we can trust to, 
But die, for doing whM we must do. 
Cbod works, like rags, are of no use, ' ' 

But our damnation will produce '. ^ 
But if we've faith, and show docility, 
God will reward our gnllibility. 
I do believe the creeds, and thence 
~ Conclude all damned, who Ve common Mue; 
That ev'ry knave and ev'ry doxf , 
In Eve and Adam, sinned by proxy ; 
What time the serpent chose to cram 'em 
With golden pipins stol'n (god danm lum!), 
And that all infants, for their sin, 
Who die, without a christening. 
Are justly doomed, as parsons tell. 
To creep and crawl, like toads in hell ! 
The ancient testament is true. 
Though so contrary to the new. 
All this is from inspired pen^ 
Let every jackass bray AlVIEN. 
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PSEUDO-ATHETSM. 

Since it has become fashionable for the prtis 
b> notice atheinn, and of course abuse it, and 
ninrepreseot its professors a word of advice to 
iK»8e of them wYiodeign to consult common senscy 
Bay stimulate investigation into the ground- 
work of their opinions. And who ever feared 
lich investigation but those who dreaded the 
'Xposure of some enigmatical imposture? 
^oue ! for truth is simple ; error complex, 
iQcertain, and delusive. Free inquiry leads 
troth, prejudice is the portal to falsehood. 

Those Atheists only who can give a reason 
AT their opinions, and not such as are im- 
elJed to an opposition to religion through 
lere dislike to religionists, are alone seryice- 
ble to our cause. To distinguish the as- 
Qined or unreal, from the well grounded, 
Mional, and conscientious adherents to 
•tiieism, is the object of this paper. 

.There are many Atheists in the world, as 
b#re are many bigots, who have been cast 
tpoQ the party with which they now mingle, 
*y a concurrence of circumstances. I would 
v&deavor to persuade all such to examine 
>^ell the ground on which they stand, and ac- 
'M\n better reasons for remaining than those 
'Ueh led them there. 

Frafteeors of religion have little or nothing 
(> fall back upon, depending only, or mainly, 
*1 bodi the dicta and interpretation of others, 
"^ forth in certain prescribed forms of words, 
^Idch suggest no corresponding ideas, they 
jjuinot refer to principle, if they would, 
^eir leaders have a doctrine in which self- 
^Mtement forms a leading feature, and an 
[lin in which rapacity is most prominently 
leveloped — how appropriately one leads to 
oe other is seen in the practical workings of 
Jl religious systems. The leaders can ob- 
'Uoate and mystify, but their followers labour 
Urier the moral incapacity of intense igno- 
^Boe, and it is only necessary to fan their 
MnsioDfl and flatter their prejudices to keep 
Itom in willing subserviency. With the 
ndhit the above are necessary and unavoid- 
Ale oooaequences, with the Atheist, blind 
iAerence is a fortuitous occurrence, not 
fesracteiistic of his general conduct. We 
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are nol^ on this account to be blinded to the 
fact that there are not only sceptics but Athe- 
ists whose opinions, instead of being deter- 
mined by ratiocination, have been embraced 
through impulse or prejudice. It is a useful 
office to point out these cases. Herein lies 
an essential difference between us and the 
religionist**. What strengthens us would 
weaken them. They could not afford to lose 
their credal parrots, their cages would be 
empty and the perches deserted. We would 
gain by every withdrawal of this kind. Not 
only is the proportion of reasoners vastly in 
our favour, but we are altogether fearless of 
the consequences of investigation, convinced 
that the more of error we expose, even in our 
own ranks the stronger we become. 

To proceed then with the discussion of 
pseudo-atheism. Some Atheists there are, 
who have adopted the name of Atheist through 
residence in a particular place, the mixiufr 
with a certain class, 4BRther local influences. 
Of some points thgy are convinced, others they 
take for granted!^ When detached from their 
circle and theirneighbourhood and from those 
on whom they depended for information, and 
plied with unaccustomed arpumenty, they are 
perplexed and brought to a stand still, and 
jeered at by their opponents for ignorancp and 
arrogance, they possibly conclude by either 
bigotry or conversion. Others, and T am in- 
clined to think a more numerous portion, con- 
sists of those who were excited to a sympathy 
or admiration of an individual or individuals, 
and who once disappointed in their particular 



affection, rejected their creed along with their 
idol. Had such-Hfeos been well grounded 
in first principles^^ney would have known 
that persons may change, but principles arc 
ever the same. Another party, more nu- 
merous, but less honourable, than the former 
two, are those, whether individually or col- 
lectively, who having scraped together a few 
hundreds, have made and are making it th« 
chief object of their lives, and, being of ac- 
cumulating dispositions, feel the utmost dis- 
like to every thing which seems in the lea.«t 
degree likely to shake the security of tht ir 
already acquired property, or retard their 
accumulation of more. Themselves Atheists, 
or with atheisl\c\vTed\VecV.\cj\\i4^^^^ ^vs\M\\5i\w 
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the deepest horror at the imprndences of those 
who wantonly style themselves Atheists, and 
have a gentle leaning to the parties who 
possess wealth, but who turn up their noses 
at •very thing true in principle or correct in 
practice. 

Now my object is simply to stir up all 
these parties, and set them on an examina- 
tion of their aims and conduct. It will give 
strength and boldness to their tone, and en- 
able them clearly to examine and follow 
principles, which alone can give security to 
correct moral practice. 

A society of Atheists could not exist if 
their ranks were filled by such parties as 
those now described. With the first, a change 
of locality — with the second, the death 
of an individual might reverse their notions 
and carry them over to the side they now 
oppose, or render them apathetic^as for the 
third, their policy is an entire mistake, all i 
history proves that a consistent advocacy of | 
truth, and denunciation of error of every kind 
best promotes general and particular interests j 
— and, as further proof, I would refer to the , 
Oracle itself, and its publishing depot, when, 
after four months' seige by the clerical press, 
backed by numbers of the daily and weekly 
metropolitan pres$>, saying nothing of the 
thousand and one inventions of priestly inge- 
nuity to destroy the citadel, the defenders have 
stood their ground, and have elicited from one 
of the misleading journals t\ia.t—they must 
be left alone ! ! Thus ** honesty is the best 
policy," is as true as it is neglected, away 
then with all false pffltences ! a hard contest 
is to be sustained with great odds, and we 
must have better materials for the conflict, 
than half-and-half adherents. How then 
should there be difiiculty in finding such 
materials ? Atheists have distinct and fixed 
principles, an advantage unpossessed in the 
religious world. Twice within ten months 
has it been confessed by judges and counsel 
that Christianity knows no safety but in per- 
secution — no principle but selfishness —no 
rule of conduct but unjust usurpation. These 
confessions show us what we ought to avoid, 
from their converse, too, we may learn what 
to adopt. 

The adoption of atht^na ought not to be 
swayed by considerations of pecuniary or 
social advantages. However desirable it 
may be to proraote the principles by wealth 
or influence, such a course is less effective in 
the long run than one of severe and unbending 
integrity. 

Such strictures are of course supeifluous 
with those who having made the laws of na- 
ture their study, have adopted atheism as the 
strict process of ratiocination. To the few 
before mentioned, more than any other classes, 
are these remarks particularly addressed, with 
fbe idea of their appropriateness to such per- 
sons and at such a juncture as t\ve ^^resetil. 
410 



ltd] 

b 
lie' 

ccl 

II 

tcr 
d: 
if. 

K 

if 
i- 

[hi 

k 
it 

i 



Now, when one declares himself an Ai 
what should be his meaning and obJMl 
This is important to be understood, and ii^ 
tracing the question closely I shall first 
what he does not mean. 

An Atfieiat does not mean one who believR 
in a chimerical idea, mechanically oroth^nm 
acquired ; it does not mean one who aDnoaoM 
to others what he himself cannot accoantfgij 
either the nature or the essence of a deim 
phantom, or of the nataie or essence of matter; 
it does not mean one who prostrates himael^ 
or causes others to prostrate themsehes Ifr 
fose the absurd fictions of his own or othen 
brains, looking with indifference on this viflUi 
world, and being amused with tiiefictioDrf 
an invisible world — none of these are im^ 
by the word or term Atheist. 

The next step is to show elearly whstihi 
term Atheist (ioes mean. The Atkeid Jt 
one guided by '^ experience and theevideonrf 
his senses, who sees nothing in nature bat dnt 
which he finds really to have existeneii 
or which he is capacitated to know; wis 
does not perceive anything but matter, *• 
sen ti ally active and moveable, diversely oofr 
bined, enjoying from itself various properdin 
and capacities of producing all the beinff 
which display themselves to onr visiaal faciu^ 
ties ;" or, as Southwell says, " not belieringii 
any designing principle, mind, intelligeno^ 
cause, or what you will, distinct from tiie U' 
terial world ; believing, on the contrary, tint 
something must have been firom all eternitf, 
therefore uncaused, and that uncaiued 
something the universe.'* 

The edifice is now reared, and all thatii 
comprehended within it contains its sob 
foundation. Building upon it we feel atii0 
loss and suffer no apprehension. We w 
now freed from all uncertainty, onrsystas 
commences. We can now assign a reaoj 
for every step we take. We can procs« 
without doubt or hesitation, having imsntiiib 
truth for our guide, and univerwl good fcf 
our aim. 

Our grand object, the uprooting rdigi« 
from the world, thence loosing the artififl* 
bonds that hold society together, and creatiji 
a moral atmosphere that will preserve m 
moral life of the community, is the objectjf 
our labours. In foreign god-governed laafc' 
we find men devouring one another boAl/i 
under the influence of religion; deatrojfUl 
their infants, drowning their parents, banoH 
their wives, and perpetrating other enoniiW 
too revolting and too shocking for ennmBfr 
tion . In our god-led land, too,where relip« 
is at a premium, we find christians elinm 
to the last vestiges of barbarism, handed do* 
from remote centuries. Always cleariag • 
old tyrannies, reluctantly compelled to IJ 
up the old cherished machinery of crudtyMl 
persecution — whether the stake, the pn*^ • 
\^ft Vcv^m^Q^ — ^^ find them 
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I fresh schemes of plunder, domination, 
sery. 

)th cases we see men worshipping god 
1, for they are convertible terms, and 
g themselves by their adoration of 
ids and fiend gods, till by their pagan- 
stianity and christian-like paganism, 
m stand equi-distant between savage- 
] civilization. If such things be, and 
fy contradiction, it is clearly our course 
avour by argument and every means 
)ower to destroy the main sophisms of 
gious leaders. As long as their dog- 
Qtinue to prevail, man must remain 
d to man — so long shall we be cursed 
□gs and queens, with the heavy curse 
ships — crownlords, and landlords, and 
ords, and shoplords, and cottonlords, 
sorts of lords and lordlings to consume 
alth produced and fashioned by their 
rn dupes. While religion exists will 
icious trinity of lawyer brigands, soldier 
Is, and parson brigands, only equalled 
mity by the sanguinary trinity of the 
sereant, and christ miscreant, and 
niscreant, continue to fatten in the 
f the down trodden handworker, 
ard then with the atheistical move- 
adauntedly, uncorruptably, nnwaver- 
neither cheated by cajolery, diverted 
«hery, alarmed by threats, swerved 
rest, or paralised by apathy. 

T. P. 



WHAT IS GOD ? 

constantly repeat useful truths. All 
e Atheiste or Idolaters — Atheists in 
d Idolaters by profession, 
is there any exemption to this general 
For as "no man hath seen god at any 
ind as ^' his ways are past finding out," 
lot know him, cannot entertain any 
him. He cannot exist to us in any 
mode, because all existences are seen 

Till man can discover in, or append 
organisation a sixth spiritual sense, 
t put up with the inconvenience of 
dthout god in the world, or content 
with the worship of stocks and stones, 
then is this much lauded being, with 
wealthy retinue of proteseed servants, 
us temples, and millions of votaries? 
sanction is necessary to render oaths 
apacts binding, and to ordain the pow- 
t be. What is it that roan has always 
; necessary to his happiness — has al- 
aught for, persecuted for, and been 
Jed to satiate ? What, hut a chimera 
magination that changes with the age, 
with the clime, and differs with each 
lal I What but a reflex of man's self, 
it were through a glass darkly, while 
ze of ignorance and credulity oyer* 
the land I 



When, therefore, the bigot would denounce 
against me the vengeance of bis god, and 
feast in prospective on the torments of the 
damned, 1 see in this description of his god 
and religion a tnie picture of his own misan- 
thropy, and blush for the honour of my species 
entrusted to such a brute. Hence the religi- 
ous man is one who, like the fop, is constantly 
engaged in worshipping a distorted image of 
himself in a false mirror, portraying him as a 
being " bad by nature.'' 

For this, grave duties are neglected and 
high callings unheeded. While by twisting 
the features into the most hideous expression, 
and degrading the body to the most debasing 
attitudes, the distorted image, and reputed 
standard of orthodoxy, become in time imi* 
tated, and the hell scarce imagined become 
fearfully realised. A retrograde movement 
ensues, and of the people it may be said with 
truth, ** there are none good, no not one." 

Here then comes the question, should a 
people be bound by the distorted images and 
relations of a former generation or compelled 
to worship its own shadow ? Truth, mercy, 
and justice forbid ! All that man has suffered 
for religion forbid it 1 blood, sighs, and trea- 
sure incalculable. The love of truth and 
beauty scouts the hideous monster, and self- 
esteem, independence, reason, and all that 
constitutes the man revolts at so grovelling a 
practice. 

Cease then fanatics to frighten with your 
hideous grimaces and fearful contortions. Let 
obscurity throw its veil round ye, and compel 
not others to dance attendance at your orgies. 
Be thankful that others can be found willing 
to perform the duties you so much neglect. 
Leave them a peaceful life and revenge 
yourselves only by feasting on their eternal 
damnation. But if this will not content you, 
let bigots denounce and fanatics pursue with 
the utmost vengeance of the law. Society 
will soon learn to despise the cant of the one 
and render the other harmless. It will value 
too highly the powers of a man to allow him 
to be incarcerated and supported in idleness 
for his scepticism on a mere metaphysical 
quibble, and it is to jie hoped will soon compel 
all to be just, moral, or useful, whether 
Theist, Atheist, Christian, Hindoo, or Turk. 

Jos. B. Leas. 



Several correspondents are referred to the 
articles headed *^ Is there a god ? " They will 
find by this series, as well as by the contributions 
not disclaimed by the editor, that the Oracle is 
not set up to denounce priests perHonally, but to 
examine, expose, and overthrow that by which 
priests live, namely religion, " not forms of wor- 
ship but worship itself, not the attributes but the 
existence of deity." Any abl« t\ie\«<.v^'«X. ^'<a:^%^ 
ndght obtam VaaextVoxi «» coutToxjersvoe, 'Ba\. »» 
expoHtory^ oi ihe Orode^s n\ik^«. 
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SYMBOL WORSHIP. 

This paper not to frighten the timid nor 
up^et the weak-stomached, is intended to 
be "exceeding proper;" argumentative, 
investigative, inquisitive, very critical and 
philosophical, warranted not to blow^ up 
with a loud explosion, nor pour a heavy 
'* broadside '* into an opponent's powder 
magazine — may be read at the fire-side of 
any of Southwell's ** shabby genteelers,*' 
without throwing them into convulsions. 



1 iiAVE been at very considerable pains, by 
still further researches, to methodise this 
interesting subject. Two purposes were pre- 
sent to induce me to enter upon still further 
and more recondite inquiry. One was to 
establish as nearly as possible the priority or 
chronological order of the various leading 
notions connected with religious symbols; 
the other to elucidate the mode in which 



these notions may have originated and pro- 
gressed. The first branch of inquiry it may 
be recollected, has been already treated in VVe may then draw most important conclu 



coDildered by a less doughty champion of 
Judaic and christian revelation, to be (ktd 
to the pretensions of Christianity. Thistheo- 
logical hero, finding the facts too obvioas to 
be overlooked, yet too unmanageable to be 
used in the approved way, got out of the old 
track of error, and made a new path for bim> 
self. Finding that there was a trinity aid 
cross of the gentiles as well as of the chrisd- 
anised Jews, and the priority of these ^ni- 
bols among the Indians being establiriied^ 
beyond all doubt, he changed his tactics, and 
cut the gordian knot by boldly (jcclaring that 
the trinity- notion was first shftdhmed forth by 
god himself to the eld Jew patriarchs, and 
from thence descended to the Brahmins! 
This is as good as the argument in a circle 
— ** reason proves scripture, and scripture 
proves reason.'' Common sense defend ns 
from getting out of one scrape into another 
with such fatally ingenious facility. Never- 
theless, as already stated, the discarding one 
error is in itself beneficial, and succeeding 
investigators would thank the learned theo- 
logian for helping them to one bit of truth. 



sions from negatife proofs. The disproof 
of the cross and the trinity taking its origin 
from the Galilean sect is fraught with inter- 
est and will become a prominent topic in the 
course of the proposed series. 

As to the first-named department of in- 
quiry, though the most profound modem 
researches have not yet determined satisfac- 
torily the first introduction of even the known 
systems of religion, the investigation is am- 
plified by getting nearer to the truth. A 
well - informed historian has broached the 
opinion, and contended for it very ably, that 
the origin of all the symbolic observances of 
the eastern nations was derived from tbe 
black nations of the interior of Africa, and 
this will no doubt form a very interesting 
field of inquiry when we shall have penetrated 
further into this comparatively unknown 
region. Meantime we are clearly warranted 
in drawing these conclusions: that the follow- 
ers of particular religious standards haw 
been woefully in the dark respecting tbe 
foundation of their creeds and ceremoniab— 
that most theological inquirers have wanted 
the keys to enable them to unlock the sacred 
mysteries — that we are progressing daily i" 
the acquisition of the requisite historical 
knowledge — and that dogmatism on the part 
of the mystery-men of peculiar symbol, 
whether of the creacerUf the cross, the lingt»t 
or any other, is becoming more flagrantly 
absurd. Although I said in the introductoiy 
paper that I intended to be profoundly | 
afforded in an elaborate article in an early erudite, my readers and I must jogonlw 
volume of Fraser, which treated o? \.WylVv^1pw»iat in a ** pllain and easy manner, 
" Trinity of the Gentiles." Tbe very \.\\\e\ v!^ ^iWW Xi'i *va^\i6.VSa.\»^ vofea each otbert 
admits a point, which wou\d have \)ee\i\^aNO\xt \Jsift mwft\^scS^^l^"MA 
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Mr. Southv^ell's early papers, but rather 
slightly touched upon than investigated. He 
observed in the third number: ** It is now 
generally conceded, that in point of antiquity 
India admits of no competitor; though 
when civilisation first spread amongst its 
people, in how far they were indebted for 
their laws, customs, religion, and general 
polity, to nations yet more remote, is a 
question not eaiiily determinable in our pre- 
sent state of knowledge, and perhaps will 
ever remain involved in obscurity." The 
general concession that India in point of 
antiquity ** admits of no competitor," of 
course falls to the ground if she was indebted 
for anything to '* nations yet more remote.*' 
The question is not one of mere idle curi- 
osity, but bears most materially upon the 
leading inquiry. When, where, and how 
was such a mode of worship introduced — 
hovr was it promulgated ? are questions, the 
answers to which will form the key to the 
inquiry. And, although such information 
may be still unattainable, there are several 
useful grades or steps which help us on, and 
become sign- posts as it were to future inves- 
tigators. To carry the origin of a custom 
a step further back, economises our time by 
removing us from a wrong direction. If we 
should again flounder, into a wrong path, at 
any rate, we shall not be groping about in 
the same, and we can put up a sign 
** dangerous," for the adventurous who come 
after. A notable example of this sort was 
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ore boldly and confidently to. plange 
le intricacies of historical theolc^. 
i second department alluded to above, 
icing out the course of progression of 
mbol notions, being a distinct inquiry 
that of the nature of the mysteries 
elves, is peculiarly interesting as ex- 
ig the steps and gradations of civiliza- 
ind the successive phases of national 
^ence. The original purity of man- 
c with some, even his original perfection 
so strongly interwoven itself with the 
ir faitlii that shrewd investigators have 
' seenMd to escape its influence. From 
undamental idea has originated the 
sition of the original purity and the 
|uent corruption of all leading religions, 
ibles of the golden, bronze, and iron 
artake of this character. The traditions 
st nations point the same way, and it 
sn for granted in most modern dis- 
ons. 

IS the commonly received mode of 
; out is, not whether a given system 
ri gin ally more or less gross or absurd, 
iw did the religion in question become 
ited. While alluding to the widely- 
. and almost unperceived influence of 
;od impressions, a slight digression may 
used for the sake of its great value as 
tive to other students. It was a 
I and penetrating remark of a philoso- 

friend, who has contributed largely to 
p and strengthen the reasoning powers 

political pupils; that the majority of 
ivho have congratulated themselves as 
:ipated from theological errors are yet, 
:eived by themselves, influenced by 
us dogmas, or the god-notion. Strongly 
itive of this are the floating and con- 
notions still prevalent among reformers 
*ning rights. On this topic Southwell 
Investigator '* may be referred to with 
tage in the early numbers. Paine, 
as he was in detecting the fallacies of 
ponent, and powerful as a reasoner, 
ates the above position in the following 
je : " if we proceed on, we shall, at last, 
out right; we shall come to the time 
man came from the hand of his maker.'' 
n the same page, " the illuminating 
iivine principle of the equal rights of 
for it has its origin from the maker of 

relates, not only to the living indivi- 

but to generations of men succeeding 
other.*' it is true he says, further on, 
iral rights are those which appertain to 
'n right of his existence,** which is infi- 
more worthy of his strong plain sense, 
hich it is but doing him justice to quote; 
e admission of the former passages in 
an able and admirable essay as the 
Its of Man," sufficiently shows the uo> 
rrent of inffuence exercised over even 



the strongest minds by the god-basis having 
been adopted as a matter of course from the 
cradle. Men dont think or know, or when 
they think and know, dont care, how they 
deprive the non-theist of a foundation of 
right or of any principle they think worth 
contending for, when they present him with 
none and will hear of none but the god-basis. 
Of this sort, too, is the following — *' All are 
equal before god," a phrase which the phi- 
losophic Guizot has strongly insisted on as a 
leading tenet of Christianity ; now this means, 
when dissected and analysed, all may be un- 
equal among men. The practical bearing 
of these remarks is more obviously perceived 
in the manner of conducting theological in- 
quiry, even by avowed sceptics. In no other 
range of topics do they take for granted that 
purity, grandeur, and refinement of sentiment 
and conception characterised the earliest 
efforts of a people. In science and art the 
crude, inelegant, and blockish productions 
of early attempts are universally predicated. 
In religion a people is expected to begin at 
the end and to end at the beginning. The 
remote and unfelt influence is derived from 
the early imbibition of the god-idea. The 
proximate and linking cause is the supposed 
inspiration from or visitation of a god. 
Thus the reasoner who would be ashamed to 
own that in a free inquiry he took for granted 
a particular position which prejudiced the 
whole case, is yet governed by an influence 
which, unknown to him, insinuates itself into 
every stage of his investigations. I will ad- 
mit that the taking for granted of the con- 
trary position, namely, that all religions 
begin in grossness, absurdity, and brutality, 
and refine as the intellect advances, may be 
held as an assumption by opposite thinkers. 
Is it not however more in accordance with 
analogy ? The true method is to steer clear 
of assumption of any kind, and this will be 
the endeavour in the following articles. Let 
as great a number of clearly stated and 
appropriate facts be arranged as can be 
brought to bear upon the subject and let the 
deduction flow obviously and easily from an 
analysis and comparison of them. 

We shall then see gradually unfolded, I 
hope, in the course of these lucubrations, or 
at any rate sowewhat advanced, the important 
considerations with which I set out, that of 
priority of chronological order of the leading 
systems of symbolic worship, and an elucida- 
tion of the mode in which such notions may 
have originated and progressed. 

M. Q. R. 

NOTICE. 
A Meeting will take place on Saturday evening, 
Nov. 19th, at half-past eight, at No. 8, Holywell- 
street, to Incjoixe vato M^iVvQ\n^<c'a\. ^fitesvsu^ «sv^ 
OveTtbroYr "ReVv^owa'&tTOT. 
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THE FREE INQUIRER'S WHY AND 
BECAUSE. 

WRITTEN BY CHARLES SOUTHWELL. 
IX. 

Why are laws necessary to the well being of 
society ? 

Because regulations or rules of action, more 
or less stringent and severe, must exist in all 
societies or bodies of men, but as it is an 
undeniable truth that *• liberty ends where 
law begins," they should be reduced to the 
smallest possible number compatible with the 
interest of the commonwealth, and then be so 
clear and well defined that all might see and 
appreciate their usefulness. A complicated 
system requires complicated laws to uphold 
it; whenever or wherever property is un- 
equally distributed, then will law-makers, the 
source and fountain of all law, become cor- 
rupt, so that the morality of a people may 
be accurately judged of by a study of the 
laws which govern them. In our own country 
nothing but severe laws could hoTd together 
the jarring atoms which compose the totter- 
ing fabric now called society, and yet we 
plume ourselves upon our knowledge and 
civilisation. Draco, one of the earliest 
Athenian law-givers, held that all offenders 
should suffer death, as he contended that the 
least of criminal acts deserved death, whilst 
the greatest could have no harsher punish- 
ment. But his laws, at once both savage and 
silly, were found too odiously revolting to 
the feelings of the people, and were sp^dily 
repealed ; hence the expression, Draconian 
code, or code of blood. With all our boasted 
civilisation, the criminal code of England is 
disgustingly severe, and almost altogether 
inoperative as a cure for crime ; and prisons, 
hulks, &c., instead of being schools of reform, 
are schools of infamy, where young vice, 
which could hardly spread its wings, learns 
to take bolder flights, so that unfortunate 
creatures who for some petty crime once 
become enmeshed by the law, rarely obtain 
sufficient strength to release themselves — 
they are caught like the poor fly, which has 
just tried its wings, in the web of the spider 
— sp that the law which should prevent crime 
becomes the fruitful parent of criminals. 
Observe what is the condition of the misera- 
bles, who are sent to our penal colonies, note 
well what kind of reformatory process is then 
adopted. We are informed by parliamen- 
tary documents that the average population 
of our penal colonies does not exceed 90,000, 
out of which number the annual convictions 
for murder or attempt at murder are about 
34 ; for rape 7 ; for highway robbery and 
bushranging 66 ; for burglary 50; for for- 
gery 13; for sheep and cattle atealiug 53 ; 
for larceny and receiving stolen good« SGhI » 
The average number of senteuees of deaX\i 
414 



were 139; of executions 52 ; and of sentenoei 
of transportation 369. Thus in seven yean, 
in communities whose population did not 
exceed one half that of Westminster, 933 
persons were condemned to death, 362 exe- 
cuted, and 2586 transported. The account 
does not include the convicts who were sum- 
marily traubported, or their sentences com- 
muted, and who probably amounted to as 
many more. The Rev. R. Styles, the resident 
chaplain, thus reports to Lord Gleneljf^tbea 
Colonial Secretary, touching the state of tbe 
convict population of Norfolk Island, a de- 
pendency of New South WaleSy"'^ that blas- 
phemy, rage, mutual hatred, and the unre- 
strained indulgence of unnatural lust, are 
the things with which a short residence in 
the . prison wards of Norfolk Island most 
necessarily familiarize us." Another ofiGicer, 
Mr, Arnold, states that " it is much to be 
feared that the horrible crime which brought 
down fire from heaven on those devoted 
cities mentioned in scripture, exists and is 
practised here to a great extent, indeed I 
have been informed by one who has the best 
opportunity of judging of the truth of the 
information (the colonial surgeon) that a^ 
tually, incredible as it may appear, feelings 
of jealousy are exhibited by those depraved 
wretches, if they see a boy or young man 
with whom they carry on this abominable 
intercourse speak to another person. Crimes 
too of a bestial nature it is also to be feared 
are too frequent; the dying confession of a 
young man lately executed seems to prow 
the truth of this.'' We may add, that the 
transportation scheme, of which the above 
are some of the fruits, has been in operation 
somewhere about fifty years, and has cost 
the nation more than £8,000 000 sterling, a 
sum which, had it been wisely used, would 
have well educated every child in tbe three 
kingdoms, and given full employment to-all 
those willing to obtain work, thus nipping 
the causes of crime, error, and poverty in tbe 
bud, and laying the foundation upon which 
to build up the virtue and lasting bappinetf 
of the people. 

TO RICHARD CARLILE. 

Dear Sir.— My residence on the banks of 
the Severn has one convenience, I eujoysoeh 
a happy propinquity to dock bells, basin belli} 
cathedral b^ls, and gaol bells, that should I 
rebel, it might easily chime in with the oth^ 
But my residence has this disadvantage, it 
makes me to resemble Homer iji that uoea- 
viable particular, in which nothing bat 
" rumour reached him.'' Hence, I ha« 
but recently been made acquainted with the 
letter you have done me the honwir to ad- 
dte^ \.o TSi^ w^tcl'^. k^ «eftiti^ the Oretii v 
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r«pl;iaj; to what I can but »agnelj 
~W in hasty eonveraation, ft* it w^d be 
nuiderinp out of my way by dmSga, on 
atte Id gi.e you trouble. SUll 1 will 
ireafew gBneral remarks, whiob, though 
znay be without partiaidR tLpplioBtioo, 
laTe the merit of being without inten- 
1 offence, sud, tf Ibey do not answer 
«jgunienta, will, ut least, illustrate my 
ions upon the subject you treat. So 
i^hatyw cannot ccriDrm you may the 
- «ui1f condemn. 

n.m. aware you may stippoiie me rather 
luritbsa discreet, in rejecting the title 
iCvtfMfijou may also be oropioioD that 
'fagsgtlnB to joar viewi, I fall into the 
ivtr error of decrying what I do uot un- 
t«nd. But ir [ understand myself this 
Kflifl east. Iknow with Sidrophel 

Of prn^cee tc cry dawn sn act, 
And -nhftt it maj ferlotm den;, 
BeCBOBe I ondenilsDd not why. 
nut that chriitinnity may be a Rood, but, 
Ugh candour makes this eoucessioD in its 
cnri my experience makes none. I con- 
ewhat I doDotfeel, and you know that 
present sitaatioD is little likely to increase 
leanbilityoritKlienefll]. 
Is yon persist iu calliug me a christian 
rill only tay, that a lover of the Jnoino 
», abould be found on the side of publi< 
BT. Ai you " visited me in prison," ' 

Slit, according to Mutheo, call you i 
■tian. But those who pat io prison ar 
y christians. Therefore, to give you thei 
De would be to conl'oimd two orders o 

Un, permit me lossy, I ve/y differently ea 

tree of ehriatiauity must be one pro 
ing-most iocougruotu fruit. I have oi 
li ta multiply names, but think it bette 
DfTCBse our nomenclature, than our con 
PB. I need not tell you that men pardon 
:am nnni readily thao obacarity. 
llvsys Heeling how narrow Is the 
wilich youth must judge, I differ 
tanca from Iboee of greater eiperi 
1 more extended observatiou. But 
rgmt my diffidence, it is still my duty 
■peak my oonvictiona, though it be my 
>ta be but "flippantly vulifar, to bally, 
dt, pain, and ridicule," with the addi- 
ul disaster tbat you " pass my point and 
a not pail yonra," I will content myself 
b leinembering, that thoUijh it is the per- 
dts o( age to censure, it is the province 
irOBIh to re-examine and to weigh, and 
~* if yonth is oftener guided by passion 
by rc»30a, adolescence it not always in 



upon examiualian, I fouud many eicellent 
prineiples io that system. Tbe mysteries of 
your lAeu%ur( and ? aDino/o^iiei are far froi 
bewitching me, still I am willing to hcliei 
they ore worth my attention. He who eooUy 
professes "to leach the root of errors" 
should not be pawed Jiy with negligeoee. 

fiunlt lesson of judgin'gand speaking without 
the partiality of party, and bias of interest 
And if my advancement is commensi 
with my hopes, I may say that any one 

command me "ho can convince ma. I 

often thought tbe system of lecturing com. 
monly followed among the Soaialists, n ' 
coming the wise endeavours of free inquirers, 
and that it nould be better, as at our " 
chanics' Institutions, to engage whc 
comes recommended by intelligence 
good intention— asking no question whether 
his theme is to applaud their diserJininatiDii 
or to expose their mistakes, I think that, 
hitherto, human progression baa been the 
result of Hccideut rather than delign, V" 
men acquire a new opinion, they think 

love hugs what wisdom shonld enlarge. 
Our moral philOBopbets extol sey knowledge, 
and yet the momenta man speaks Of himself 
we assail him with reproach, and freeze him 
with contempt. Yet we know that no 
vrill cultivate what he cannot speak. 
clamour against Cobbett's egotism is hardly 
stilled, althODgh he did little mere than i[< 
lustrate his subjects by the most pertinent 
example^his own experience. Should we 
not advBuce in the knowledge of onnelves 
and others better by encouraging such frai ' 
nese, than by cennuriug such freedomsf 
is only when a man begins to illustrate hi . 
self instead of bis sabject that he becomes 
egntisdcal. Who does not love Iho choraiing 
garrulity of old age ) Our fathers have A 
privilege denied to fate, "over the pait 
fate has no power,'' but our fxthers have. 
Tbey are the delightful chinnklera of 
world, before our birth — animated pencils, 
picturing their experience, and the gnlden 
teachings of their failures and their suceeises ! 
But to return fmm my wanderings, yim 
■ill agree with me that few things have 
made to much noise in the world, hare beeo 
produced so abundantly and cherished 
so much care, as saovd nothings. Mankind 
pursue the gleams of religious iaucy,and ihB_ 
■neteors ol theological delnsion, and nMpT 
And out their mistake until they ^1 imo 
the grave. And perhaps their mortificatiOD 
there is one of the reaiina why, tram that 
"bourne, no triivellet returns.'' Asfgr asBo. 
rope is CDDcerned, vhriiliauity may be taken 
as the true philosc^hcr't stoue, by which CBf^ 
tain theological atchymisis, if they do not 
turn mvtals,at least, inca meu's fancies, li 
gold. 
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Siii»p.)ae vou coulQenbcta r("mm»ctlou— not «»f the 
•iiintrf — ".V4»'ari» in uo wtiiit ol" th«*iii— butof what ijm 
call chrirttiaiiiti-. l*.'«»i»lo wonUl know no lU'ir.- of it 
thnu of the ^h').^t!^ i»t' i).s.iian. anil «*viTy iinm woulil 
dirtputi! in iil-Mtity. Vuar " CUrHliaii Warrior" 
would be a most iittiiix oiyau for lh.« n.nv vii'w.i, 
»iiil ploiitv of biittliuif it wiiiia have. Then woiiM 
c->iiie to niiss th" savinjf of Christianity, that " the 
father will be aijaii'nt the uon ami the Jaanhter 
aifain.st the mother.'" That i^, ohl fatht-r thetf'Miu' 
Huainst hi>» mdii, mndern cbrlrttianity, and .Miss 
Kvani^elical Piety against ^/wwy.'cyut', her venerable 
mother. 

Hut to be more serLoua. To controvert the phases 
of your viewa in a manner suitable t) your taste, is 
not within mv power. I have neither y«)UT learninff , 
your experitMice. nor y»)ur saifacity. Probably we 
might l>ei{iu t«) dwnute abont Hebrew, and there I 
should be no equal autafiouist, fori candidly confess 
that the character of god's chosen people, as given 



Hoping you will give this explanation ( 
your readers, I remain, yours truly, 

H. Roche. 

P. S. I should have given this exple 

nation sooner, but I have only just receive 

^^). 39, containing the articl e in question. 

[ftie extract from Mr. Roche's letter whic 
a])pear in No. 29, and which may hav 
misled the writer in No. 39, is verbatim a 
sent by himself. I state this to prevent th 
suspicion of its being garbled. — W.C.] 



NOTICKS. 
Received, a letter signed " Thos. Instone, Loii| 
Island, New York," containing a copy of one fron 
" Abner Kneeland," describinjj; an instance of gros 




one side eiirhteen centuries. And if we are not 
seltlhig chriMtianity, we may be shaking the dry bones 
of reason, who, uiMin his' resurrection, will civilly 
offer and help her to hi-* grave. 

The " wartare we are to indure" will be heartily 
welcome, since you are alniost sure not to imprison 
iw. 
onrst 



Publications received — Signs of tfie Tinutfy pwt?; 
T/w Unkn'ttTHy part 1» 

W. K., Glasgow, writes that a cftrgo ba<i pea 
reported composed of " half christian miHsipDariN, 
half " wooden deities." What of it ? " Birds of ■ 
feather" we know. A ship load of bloekhe»fli 



With regard to anything else, we can console _ ^^6 best to go out on a blockish mission. Tta 

'If as Dr. Johnson did Addist)n, when the doctor ■ >^oden -headed gods will be abont as inUuentialM 

■aid, "if contrariety of opinion could poison a man, ' the wooden-headed missionaries, if the latter mail 

a poUtieian woxild die in a day." And as Addison i no better progress than thoy have hitherto doM. 

■^iW*^ ho was opnosed, so may the Oracle. j iJesides, whv should the " nation of shop keeom,' 

■ I will conclude with one more remark. If it be : ^,al in one sort of gods only? If Jehovah-goo, »m 

trae, that ' ' ' 

a critical 

tainly . ^__^ 

lence. If I only advance in intelligence, as my : and the rest? the transition is'easj. B. W. sMi 
neighbours recedn in foolishness, allow me to say, ; «» thev would sell the lord Jesus Christ, if they coaU 
that my prouression will gratify my vanity less than make anything by it, and j[tive the holy -ghost intt 
it will mortify my love of mankind. ! the bargain " — they must live by their trade, rmA 

G. Jacob Holyoake. I n't thev? 

! " A Reformed Israelite " is requested to comiwj 
' nicate with the editor— perhaps an interview wonlc 
' clear up th(! dillicnlties. He should join tbetheoio 
I gieal association. 




To the Editor of the Oracle of Reason, 



/V N^v^-^^Ni^^'^X " 



*»- fc^v^^ *V 



SlToC'lUPTIONS. . 
For the Auti- Persecution UnioR. 

riolvoake, tailor, Leicester "'i 2 

Jtihii I loxtcm. Old Kent-road ^ ■ 

Collector 97, Bristol 9? 

(*.iU - 1 

.Mr. Mackintosh, S.M., per card .... 0* 



Dear Sir. — I have observed in No. 39 
of the Oracle^ a mistake which I think it 
necessary to correct. \t is there stated that 
Mr. Buchanan, in Vi public lecture room^ con- 
tended that the beinjjf of a f(od was not a 

legitimate subject for discussion, neither the „, .. .. 

negative nor the affirmative being susceptible ■ ^Ir. Coltman, per .Mr. Mackintosh •• /' * 

/. f rm • • r ii • I ii • u ! London. "1. K\ALL, aec. 

of proof. This IS, I think, an allusion to a »'"»"•"• ^ .^.■....^■.■.^^-Z — g^ 

letter of mine addressed to Mr. Nicholls of 

Birmingham, and published without my 

previous knowledge. I stated in that letter, 

that on the occasion of Mr. B.'s visit to 

Derby, I entered into conversation with him, 

with the view of inducing him to say some- 



ANTI-PKllSKCUTION ITNION. 
The Tublic .Meetinij in connection with theAiii 
Pers(!cn(ion Union will take place at John-strw 
Institution, on Monday, Dec. 5, hWlt-pft4 eight, p-m 

BENeFIT- EJAL.L. FOR SOUTHWELU 

A B.Mi.'Iit l^all for Mr. Southw.dl wfll takeplte 

thinff at the close of his lectures in favour of ■ on Moudav, Dec. 12, at John-street. 

Sonthwell and Holyoake, and if possible to 

obtain a subscription on their behalf. I 

stated that Mr. B. expressed himself with as 

much rancour and ill-feelinjj as could have 

been expected from the most bigotted chris- 
tian, he asserted that the beinp: of a god was 

not a legitimate subject for discussion, &c. 

This all passed in private, and not in a 

public lecture room, with only myself, Mr. B., 
and two others present. Finding Mr. I^. ivo 
friend to blasphemers^ I let the matter OLro\>. 



-THE DEIST! 

On Doc. 17 will appear No. 1 of THE DEIfft 
Conducted by T. S. MACKINTOSH, Author of tb 
Klectrical Theory of the Univer-e. »' The world i 
my country— to do good my religion." Sixteen* 
lunms, price Id. 

l»rinted and Published bv TlIOMAS PaTKMOS 
No. 8, Holywell-street, Strand. Londop.towM* 
^\ CoTiWv\v\\\\it?v,Uou.-» should be addressed. 
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MIRACLES. 

MEED hardly remind my readers that the 
ihriatiao religion, in whatever its essence or 
lecoliar character may be supposed to con- 
ist, is admitted to have no other than a mi- 
acsloos foundation. Take away the chris. 
Ian proof of the miracles, or show that 
xperienoe for the immutability of nature's 
peratioQs is greater than any hitherto ad- 
uoed in proof of their suspension, Christianity 
•t once falls to the ground. When Woolston 
Tote his celebrated book on '* The Miracles 
f oar Lord Jesus Christ," he struck a heavy 
low at the christian religion, perhaps the 
4Mvie8t it had every received. Colli as at- 
EUjked the prophecies, but Woolston under- 
tood better where to begin the work of de- 
toictioD, and brought his unrivalled powers 
f wit and sarcasm to overthrow all belief in 
AiraeleB. It is evident that prophecy cannot 
tttd alone, but must share the fate of 
Ainoles, be that fate what it may. No 
ahicles, no prophecy — that is certain, 
slnme has very well said, " all prophecies are 
Bai miracles, and as such only can be ad- 
i&itted as proofs of any revelation. If it did 
lot ezoeed .the capacity of human nature to 
<>rtel future events, it would be absurd to 
jBuploy any prophecy as an argument for a 
Unne mission or authority from heaven.'' 
't seems undeniable, then, that a disproof of 
piracies would be at the same time a virtual 
^■proof of prophecy. If we understand , with 
^oi^er, that all men are prophets — the con- 
^ctions ^sing in the mind, no matter from 
^hat (mate produced, being the mind's pro- 
'kecy — ^why in that sense a prophet is by 
^ means a miraole-worker, or we must admit 
* many prophecies as convictions. But we 
liow that christians, Jews, and others do not 
Dd never did understand the word prophecy 
' 80 little marvellous a sense. By the 
■pirit of prophecy " they evidently mean a 
^er in certain supematurally gifted people 
look into futurity, and tell to less privile/j^ed 
^itals ** the secrets of things to come." I 
^^Q said enough, I hope, to make the dullest 
*<ier clearly perceive that if there have 
*ii BO miracles there hare been no prophe- 

4jr ^ 



cies. Miracles unconnected with prophecies 
there may have been, but every prophecy in- 
cludes the idea of a miracle. 

A friend asked me, the other day, to define 
a miracle. "Oh," I said, without pau.sing, 
and somewhat ipt random, "a miracle is 
merely an unusual effect." Upon reflection, 
I am persuaded that it would be difficult to 
find a briefer or better definition. What is 
usual, however inexplicable, always ceases 
to amaze, and is not ranked as miraculous. 
Why oaks sprinp: from acorns, grapes from 
the vine, or children from the womb, none 
can tell — all which phenomena are not 
deemed miraculous, only because they are 
usual. A miracle oft repeated would cease 
to be a miracle. This may t(i some reasoners 
appear paradoxical, but let any one consider 
what is acknowledged by all writers upon 
thlsiMbjeot, viz., that those effects only are 
miracnlous which are contrary to the general 
teachings of experience — and my paradox 
will seem a clear truth. Why should we 
think it miraculous for a feather to float in a 
vacuum ? Surely for no other reason than 
that no man of science, or indeed man of any 
kind, ever had experience of such a pheno- 
menon. It would be as wonderful for a feather 
to float where there is no air, that is in a perfect 
vacuum, as for lead or bricks to ride unsup- 
ported in the atmosphere. To make feathers 
float, or stones ride under such circumstances 
would be to perform a miracle, that is, a most 
unusual thing. Again, it is not usual for 
the dead to come to life. People thoroughly 
dead rarely walk about afterwards, as Laza- 
rus is said to have done, by command of 
Jesus. Were we to st^, in these times, a 
foul and putrid carcass burst from a tomb or 
scramble from its grave, and move about gay 
as a lark, our astonishment would be great 
indeed, but for no other reason, that I can 
see, than the strong one, that no such effects 
have been produced among enlightened 
people for many centuries : in short, that it 
is quite unusual for rotten bodies or dead 
bodies to become living and soond all in a 
moment. Clearly then, according to this 
view of the subject, he who should make 
light bodies flowt w^ioiv ivQttiYR^.j \s\?k^\^«.-^^ 
BtOnes stand in t\^e\\^^ ^Xxon^^^x^^ « \scs^<t 
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dead people alive again— -he, I say, who 
ooald do all or any of these strange things, 
would be unquestionably considered a worker 
of miracles. Scientifio men say that it is 
imposHible a feather should float in a vacuum, 
impossible a heavy substance should not sink 
in a lighter, and quite impossible that a 
human being once thoroughly dead, should 
by any kind of art be restored to life : by 
which impossibles they mustt be understood 
to mean effects very unusual, effects of which 
experience has furnished none beyond sus- 
picion, HO that no rational intellect will credit 
that any one can produce such. 

It will be seen, from the foregoing, that the 
writer does not agree exactly either with the 
orthodox or the heterodox, in this miraculous 
matter. David Hume defines a miracle, as 
a transgression of a law of nature by a par- 
ticular volition of the deity^^or by the inter- 
position of some invisible a^nt. Dr. John- 
Hon says, a miracle is an effect above human 
or natural power, performed in attestation of 
some truth. Now both these definitions are 
vague, unsatisfactory, nay, absurd, at least, 
so to me they seem, and my reasons for so 
bold a rebellion against the highest literary 
and philosophical authority I will briefly 
state. Johnson's deflnition is open to the 
obvious objection, that whatts an effect above 
human or natural power cannot safely be 
decided until we are acquainted with the 
whole arcana of nature. "We may know the 
present boundaries of human power, but he 
must be a wise or a bold man who would 
pretend to say how much nature is capable 
of performing. That wonder is the child of 
ignorance, has passed into a proverb, for ig- 
norance, knowing not causes, takes refuge in 
the marvellous, and calls all effects miracu- 
lous (he causes of which are a secret. This 
arises in great part from the slothful and 
fearful character of uncivilised human intel- 
lect. Those called savage, and those, by 
themselves, styled civilised, display no essen- 
tial difference in this respect. From pole to 
pole the great outlines of human character 



all human power I " Nay, Dr. Johnson and 
philoflophers of his stamp, proceed a step 
further, and cry a miracle before they know 
whether that ac which they marvel is really 
an effect or no. Thus the universe has been 
called a miracle, that none but an almighty 
hand could work, yet no sort of evidence can 
be adduced to prove that the universe is an 
effect—on the contrary, it is manifestly im- 
possible tjiat all could be the effect of any 
thing or power external to itself. Men have 
been searching for a cause of all things, or 
flrst cause as they call it, from time imme- 
morial, and now, with all their science, they 
are as wise about that " grand secret " as 
ever they were, aye, and as ever they will 
be. But to return—if it were allowed that 
our knowledge of natural power was so com- 
plete, that we could decide what nature is, 
and what it is not, capable of effecting, still 
a supernatural agency might, for aught any 
one can know to the contrary, be performed 
in attestation of a falsehood as well as of a 
truth. A miracle, the doctor tells us, is an 
effect above human or natural power, per- 
formed in attestation of some truth, but it is 
difficult to understand how, if we grant the 
former, we can also grant the latter part rf 
his definition. If it be admitted that mnr 
cles are performed, I do not see why it 
should follow, that they are performed only 
in attestation of some truth. 

Mr. R. Dale Owen remarked in his dis- 
cussion with Mr. O. Bachelor, on the au- 
thenticity of the bible, that " If we imagine 
an occurrence clearly and distinctly out d 
nature, and above human agency, we may 
suppose it to attest to us supernatural 
agency— but how are we to decide whether 
that agency be divine or satanic ? " This 
is undoubtedly a difficulty for miracle de- 
fenders to grapple with. I am at a loss to 
understand, how an effect above human or 
natural power, supposing such an effect to 
be produced, can be known to us as divine 
or satanic, performed for a good or for a had 
purpose. Mr. R. D. Owen denies that a 



are the same, the moral as the physical j miracle can prove to man the divine oripn 
differences being by no means radical. "We 
find everywhere, to give an example in point. 



the same fatal mistake of explaining igno 
ranee by the gratuitous hypothesis of super- 
natural powers. This very Dr. Johnson, 
the leviathan of literature, renowned for his 
learning and talents, always reasoned with 
regard to effects the causes of which he could 
not dive into, upon precisely the same princi- 
ple as a New Zealand savage, or moon-wor- 
shipping Hottentot. Not being able to de- 
termine why plants grew, men were bom and 
died, our earth and other planets moved with 
regularity in their several orbits, why, in 

abort, anything that is, is as it is, he cried, 

'* Ob most stupendous miracle, far, lat a)Qo^e\ Vi* ^^n%^— \\.xft»:^\i^^«r| ^^nsistent, I saji I 
all natural, as we know it mfinitis^ ex-cee^sV^ox ^eo^\^ -^Vq ^3ds»& 'CossJs.^ NaXiS^^^^A.! 
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of any precept, or the truth of any assertion, 
and so do I. Waiving, at present, the ques- 
tion, how are we to decide what is miracu- 
lous ? I deny, that if a miracle were actually 
worked, the truth or falsehood of any as8e^ 
tion would be proved thereby — therefore Dr. 
Johnson's definition of a miracle is quite 
unsatisfactory. David Hume's is no lesa 
so. In truth, to talk about the transgres- 
sion of a law of nature is downright nonsense. 
It may be very consistent in those who hate 
settled to their own satisfection, that there 
is a god who governs the universe as a kmg 
governs his kingdom, and prescribes laws 
for each atom as an eastern despot does fi* 
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great complacency about the laws of nature, 
but there ought to be a wide difference be- 
tween the language of philosophers and the 
language of fanatics. I cont^md that we 
know nothing whatever about laws of nature, 
but we do know a little about its phenomena 
and general mode of operation. Experience 
teaches that water constantly tends to find 
its level, that tiame constantly consumes 
dry wood, that sparks constantly, when in 
contact, cause gunpowder to explode, and 
so with numberless other thing<i, the con- 
juction of which constantly produces certain 
well known effects. People constantly die 
when their heads are off, and if people were 
to run or walk through our streets, as St. 
Dennis did (so we are told) in the good old 
times, why we should conclude, and rightly 
conclude, a miracle had been performed. A 
miracle is, indeed, neither more nor less than 
an unusual phenomenon. Any effect con- 
trary to universal or even general experience 
is accounted miraculous. If the Thames, 
some fine morning, were to throw itself into 
heaps, and leave a dry path for foot passen- 
gers, from the Middlesex to the Surrey 
shore, the waters forming a wall on either 
aide, as we are told the waters of the Red 
Sea did, for the convenience of Moses and his 
fugitive Israelites — if such a phenomenon 
were now seen, and at the same time it 
were clearly seen there had been no sacer- 
dotal or political maneuvring in the matter, 
why all who saw would be convinced it was 
miraculous, that is to say, be convinced it 
was an effect such as they never had beheld 
before— but even then they could not be sure 
it was an effect above all natural power. 
That there are powers in nature none have 
yet had experience of, at all events, that 
there may be such powers, none can dispute, 
then what folly it is to measure nature's 
power by our puny and imperfect standard 
of experience. In justice to Hume I must 
observe, that when he said a miracle might 
be accurately defined as a transgression of a 
law of nature, by a particular volition of the 
deity, or by the interposition of invisible 
agents, he did not intend to convey the idea 
that miracles are worthy of credit, or that 
any evidence hitherto adduced in their sup- 
port should shake our faith in the regularity 
and uniformity of nature's operations. I 
quarrel with the definition, because I flatter 
myself that I can furnish, or, rather, have 
furnished, a far better one. It is certain, 
that by experience we become acquainted 
with what we call the laws of nature. By 
experience we learn that a certain degree of 
coldness converts water into ice, which by 
a known quantity of heat may be reconverted 
into water, and subsequently into steam. 
By experience we learn that a stone thrown 
into the air will return to the ground. I3y 
eKperienco, in short, we jcarn all that can 
419 



be learned, and miracles, as already ex- 
plained, are those effects produced, or. said 
to have been produced, by supernatural 
agency, which is quite unusual, and there- 
fore cautiously believed in by wise men, be- 
cause, though not impossible^ yet quite out of 
all harmony with the general oper.ttions of 
nature. 



IS THERE A GOD ? 

XXV. 

Benedict Spinoza was an acute thinker, 
and in all respects a remarkable man. Per- 
haps no other philosopher, ancient or mo- 
dern, could be named, whose opinions have 
been so thoroughly and grossly abused, 
without being at all understood. The 
christian cler^^y are everywhere a privileged 
c1a<ts, and of course cannot be expected to 
understand any opinions hostile to their 
peculiar craft ; or if they do understand, it 
is not their interest or business to give any 
countenance to them. I f philosophers them- 
selves, it is no part of their duty to make 
others so. It is not wonderful, therefore, that 
they should either from ignorance or cun- 
ning have systematically misrepresented the 
opinions of Spinoza. That philosophers, so 
called, such as Voltaire, Dugald Stewart, 
Sir James Mackintosh, and others of the 
deistical school, condescended to joiu the 
common cry of clerical curs, is more sur- 
prising aud less pardonable. Even the 
clever sceptic Bayle, describes the scheme of 
Spinoza as ** the most monstrous imaginable, 
and the most diametrically opposite to the 
clearest notions of the mind.'' He also 
affirmed that *^ it has been fully overthrown 
by the weakest of its adversaries. BoC 
Bayle was more showy than solid, and far 
from an infallible critic. Whether ''the most 
monstrous imaginable '' scheme of Spiaoza 
has " been fully overthrown *' by any of its 
adversaries, the reader will presently have an 
opportunity of fairly judging. All constant 
readers of the Oraci« will need only to be 
told that the philosophy of Spinoza, and 
the philosophy of atheism, are one and the 
same thing. " In no part of his work Csays 
Dugald Stewart) has he (Spiuoza) avowed 
himself an Atheist; but it will not be dis- 
puted, by tliose who comprehend the drift of 
i his reasoninecs, that in point of practical 
tendency, atheism and Spinozism are one 
and the same." I entirely agree with Mr. 
Stewart, nay, I go farther, and say that, 
without any regard whatever to ** practical 
tendency," atheism and Spinozism are en- 
tirely the same. Shallew-pated ifquabblers 
about words and phrases, may like better the 
Spionzism than atheism^ or find it mon con- 
vcuienl to ca\\ \\iem^<^N\i^ Sipvow^XA ^<«xi 
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Ter7 fea bare had that happincn, ibe fol- 

i!OtBrie»,aeid,"Udoe5natappe»rpi»iibleto I lowiDK Himmai7,by Mr. Stewart, will boUi 
iovent another njaWm equallji absurd fallu- ji»Ciry him and I hope sariif; tbe nadu. 
ding to Spinoza'i), amonntiDg as it diKB, in I " Spinoza (saya be) lopposes that tben an 
fact, to thig prnposition. that Ibcte is but one in god two eternal propertiee, thought and 
■iibstanee in the aniverse. endoned with [ vxtsnBiou ; and at be held with DcKartei 
infinite BttributeE (pBrticiilarlyinfiniteenLen- ; that extension ia the easence oi matter, lie 
sioo and cotdtatioo), which produces all j must necessarily have conceived mafrnojitjr 
other thini^a necessHry, as its own modiflca- | lo be an essential altribnle of god. ' Per 
tions, and which alone is, in all events, both | corpns intelligo modum, qui dei essentiam 
physical and moral, at once cause aud efiect, ■ quatenus at res extensa connderatur, cens 
agent and patient." Now all Ibis Athtists i et determinato modo exprimit.' (EiAica 
" do most powerrutly and potently believe.'' : ordint Gtonutriai DemtmslTala, pan. 3, De- 
let the reader carefully and without preju- | fin. See also Ethic, para 1, prop. H). 
dice consider, and I think he « ill allow, that ' ^i'h respect to the other attributes of gml, 
the aboie quoted paragraph, so far from ' he held that god is tbe cause of all thiagij 
being " nonsense," as Mr. Marlaurin would hot that he oats not from choice bat (na 

bracing the only soiind printiple eter yet involmiiary author of all the good and efil, 
taught upon the god subject I am aware virtueandvice,whicbare exhibited inhnmgii 
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nains the same, whatever may he ; ™e of bis letters to Mr. Oldenbnrgh (Letlsr 
and calibre of human craniums. ' ^^) ^^ ac^owledges that hie ideas of god 

.n he but one substance in the nui- '"'^ of nature were very different from tbrag 
verse, that that substance is necessarily en- [ entertained by modem christians; addingijy 
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ler things, as itsown modificelmn, and ^f'*"" i' »a expression to which I canoiiMi 
itself, in all events, both physical and 1 "'' ''"'^' meaning but this, that god it inie. 
ral, cause and effect, agent and patient J P^''^''')' »'"* esstntially united with lii" 
t all these are truths which cannot be ' """s, and that May /orm togethrr but ais 
rtbrowii or shaken by any manner of '^'"S- The diversity of opinions (conliniies 
hislrv, I am fully satisfied. It may be I '"''■ Slevfart) concerning the nature of Spi- 
I to remark here that Spinoziih, or Athe. °'^^'™ ''^ ^™ "^"^^J °^''^ " ""'-^ "■" 
, use the term infinite Id the sense of '"".^ ^^^ ''"'''^ ''"''' ""^"'^ °' '"'"""''* 
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nite paver. When we say anything 
infinil , »e i^gnify only that we are not able 
lo conceive the ends and bonndsof the thing 
Darned ; having no conception of the thing, 
hot of our own inability." Now.if we receive 
tbe nord inSnite in this sense, by infinite at- 
tributes of substance or matter, we shall 

ceive tbe ends or bonndsof the thing named. 
An infinite thing is a thing we don't know 
tbe size or e;ilent of— and of course the 
thing having attributes, as colour, extension, 
&e., f/mr beginning or ending are equally 
beyond our knowledge. But to return, I 
tbiuk, that if Hr. Maclanrin's account of 
n be admitted 
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xxAf which Spinoza published daring hit 
life, and others Irom his posthumous remains. 
U is in tbe laat alone (particularly in Us 
Ethica) that his system is lo be seen com- 
pletely unveiled and undisguised. In the 
rormer, and also in the letters addreewd to 
lis friends, he oecasionally aecomodatea him- 
self, with a very temporisini; spirit, to what 
lie considered as the prejudices of the world. 
In proof of this, see bis ' T raotutus Theo- 
iDgico PoliticuB,' and his epistolary corres- 
pondence, pasaim ; above all, bis letter to a 
joung friend who had apostatixed from pro- 
testantism to the catholic church. The letter 
is addressed, ' Nollittimo Jvveni, Alberto 
Burgh ' (Spins. Op. T.II., p. 696)." 

These remarts are just, but it may be 
urged, by way of apology for Spinoza, that if 
be had not temporised and accomodated his 
linguage to " the prejudices of tbe world," 
he would infallibly have shared the nielan- 
iboly fate of Servetus, Brunano, and Vanini. 
It is rather too mnch to expect that pbiioso- 
rs should be honest at the eipence of life. 






very aubstanlial one ii 
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10 Theists are wiiljng to aooept Bat had 
le plainly said there are none bat material 
'ealities, and by god I mean matter, and by 
natter god, his life would not have been 
iv^orth an hour'8 purchase. Since the world 
lafl been cursed by political chrisdaDity, the 
boldest of those who knew the truth shrunk 
from an open avowal of it, excepting some 
half dozen such daring enthusiasts as Vaiiini, 
who amid the flames clung to truth with 
desperate fidelity. Such men have many 
admirers, but few imitators, nor is the reason 
of this at all enigmatical. Life is sweet, 
and the boldest are seldom in a hurry to part 
with it. 

All have some fear, and he who leant betrays, 
The ouly hypocrite deMerving praise. 

So said Byron, who knew human nature well. 
I write not this to justify Spiooza, no, deceit 
cannot be justified — duplicity is never praise- 
v^orthy, and he who practices the one or the 
yther, by so much does violence to truth and 
vandera from the honourable path all men 
*^ht fearlessly to tread. It is of little con- 
equence what motives men have for dis- 
lonesty, aU society has to deal with are 
'onsequences, and I think few will deny 
hat dishonesty, under any or all its forms, 
s a curse. Though an apologist of Spinoza, 
pretend not to be an admirer of his mode of 
hilosophizing — abhorring most heartily what 
I called expedierun/y I never will knowingly 
tter a word or write a line to justify it. 
Relieving that no ends can warrant the sys- 
^inatio use of dishonest means, my voice 
ball always be raised against those who 
^ake the danger of being honest a pretext 
**■ their own rascality. If Spinoza was 
compelled or induced to take refuge in the 
^ists of double doctrine y during the seventeenth 
^titury, there is no reason on earth why 
atheists of the nineteenth century should 
^Uow his example. Now^ a man may pro. 
'^m himself Atheist, Pantheist, or any 
^agineable ist without being either burnt or 
i^ged. Our priests, thanks to the general 
Kfifbsion of knowledge, have all the will, but 
^ the power, to do much mischief. Like 
^Ya^e beasts, minus teeth and claws, they 
kn growl or roar, but happily are without 
>« means of doing serious damage. 

THEORY OF REGULAR 
GRADATION. 

XXVIII. 

t may appear to some who have read my 
Imarks in No. 24, on the ^' Cowardice and 
lesty of Scientific Men," that I am 
inconsistently with the rule I laid 
for others, when I introduce my spe- 
ions, upon the facts which I have pre- 
)d from the anatomy of the various 
es of the animal kingdom^ in support of 
omtiao. It may he Bud, " U the &ct0 




brought to light by comparative anatomy 
are so striking and indisputable as you would 
lead us to suppose, why are you not content 
to let those facts rest upon their own merits > 
allowing your readers to draw their own 
deductions P " This I should be right 
willing to do, had not the first discoverers 
of those facts made use of them to inculcate 
and support the religious dogmas of the day, 
from a clear perception of the tendency of 
their discoveries to undermine and ultimately 
overthrow those dogmas— if the information 
theji were possessed of was given to the 
world without comment. They dared not 
themselves use their knowledge, as many 
doubtless would have wished, from the 
certain persecution and ruin which would 
follow, and to give it to the world with- 
out comment, was almost equally certain 
to lead bolder men to an investigation of 
its value and bearing upon the doctines of 
the powerful religious corporations of the 
country, when the names of the discoverers 
being associated with the arguments of the 
sceptics, would secure the former a portion 
of the obloquy attaching to the latter. One 
only course then remained, by the adoption 
of which they sought the favour of the clergy, 
and secured their own safety — at the same 
time that they gave to the world, for the 
guidance and information of others, the 
knowledge they had obtained. This course 
was to declare that science was the hand- 
maid to religion, and that every fact brought 
to light by the labours of science more 
clearly established and proved the soundness 
of theological doctrines. Here, then, is my 
reason for pointing out what I consider le- 
gitimate conclusions to be drawn from the 
facts I have given, in opposition, be it re- 
membered, to opinions put forward by the 
original discoverers, and later commentators 
upon those facts. The same answer applies 
here as the Atheist gives to the T heist — 
had others never affirmed, I should never 
have denied, for there would have been no- 
thing for me to deny. As long as Home 
men assume, others will be right in disputing. 

The reader will not have failed to observe 
the terms " rudimentary form," " developed 
with more uniformity," " perfect develop- 
ment," "not yet reached perfection," 
" though more developed," that some ani- 
mals possess " at maturity " organs that 
they did not possess when young, that the 
brain and spinal chord " bear a proportionate 
correspondence " with the perfection of mus- 
cular energy — muscular energy being de- 
pendent upon the volume of brain and spinal 
chord — ^with many other expressions of like 
import, all of which are the language of others, 
not my own, and is valuable as showing that 
necessity, or the fexce o1 c«cvwE»a}yKac.'«*.^ Na 
indirectly aAmittedi^ esen \s^ \Xa «^^«sass^^ 
to be the Cttoae oi bXV'W^ «fift«t'>ctfj«n 
will foitTieT er^\a\si. 



two conclusions may be come to upon such 
facts : — 

Either, that the animal with the im- 
perfect organ had not been surrounded by 
circumstances favorable to the development 
of the organ, and that the organ might be 
further developed were a material change to 
take place in the circumstances by which 
its pos!<edi<or was surrounded — or, on the 
other hand, that the maker of the animal did 
not know so well what he was doing when 
he made it as he subsequently did, after 
more practice, or that he had experimentised, 
and that this was one of his experiments. 
This last is not consistent with ii]^nite wis- 
dom, and of course would be rejected by an 
advocate for a being possessing such an at- 
tribute — ^besides, if we adopt this conclusion, 
the terms imperfect development and rudi- 
mentary form are incorrect and, I presume, 
blasphemous — for unless we suppose the 
maker to be ignorant, the organ, as the anato- 
mist finds it, is not rudimentary or imperfect, 
but perfect, because it is just what it was 
intended it should be, and the other organ of 
which he imagines it to be the type is a dif- 
ferent organ, and not the same organ in an im- 
proved form. My readers will, I think, ac- 
cord to me the greater probability of the 
first hypothesis, upon the authority of the 
facts given by Evers, and which 1 shall now 
remark upon. I shall confine myself to 
portions of my two last articles, in Nos. 
44-5, which forcibly illustrate the opinions 
I hold upon this subject. 

The description in No. 44 of the mechan- 

iflm nrhinVi priAhlpia hirtla tn alppn mnro annn/IIv 



tumbling oJBf. What a caricature 
nite wisdom would this heavy-heac 
ism be ! An advocate for theism 
us that this fact was beautifully i 
of infinite intelligence and goodn 

f»roved most satisfactorily that the 
eft in this defenceless state to afi 
for the exercise of its intelligeno 
viding a remedy for its defective 
tion« Man was evidently left in 
defenceless condition, that his mem 
might be called into action — coal v 
in the earth that he might construct : 
to draw it forth, and, in addition, wa 
ted in narrow layers that it might ( 
limbs of those who had to work it- 
liberated by its combustion were ii 
produce pulmonary consumption, tl 
might have patients to attend to as 
fees from ! Admirable philosophy 
contemptible are the petty reas 
man, when compared with such 8 
contrivances ! 

Further on Mr. Evers tells us t 
whole muscular system yields " 
remarkable manner to a known lavi 
of increasing its growth in pr opo rti 
functions imposed upon it" vTha 
remarkable in the action of a '* koa 
or mode of operation P It would b 
remarkable if the muscular sy 
not yield to the "known law." 
proceeds to state, that this remarl 
curastance " was strikingly illustra 
case of a sea-gull, which Mr. Ho 
for a year, living, contrary to il 
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upon fish, and that its organisation was in • platlon of ^' the different lengths and forms 

confbrmKy with such provision, it would * of intestinen " in birds, " irresistibly leads us 

follow, that to fed it upon food diametrically to infer that economy seenis to be the main 

opposite, would be to frustrate the intention design." How irrenistiUe must be that evi- 

of the designer and to cause the death of the dence thvit seeniH to le:id to a certain conclusion 

bird — unless we also suppose the preservation — it is so irresistible as to leave us in doubt 

of its life by miraculous means, or that it whether economy was not the main design, 

waa made to thrive upon any food, but would or whether there may not havo been some 

prefer fish when it could get it — when we other design, which is wisely hid from us, 

sacrifice the idea of its being specially de- or whether there was any design at all. 

designed to live upon one kind of foo<l — i Once again, I say, that it is clear from 

the only ground upon which an argument the manner in which scientific men endea- 

for design can be based, and which design- vour to bolster up religion, with facts of 

ere would tell us it was. , science, that they do not feel what they 

But let us go a little further, and suppose write, and that nothing but the certainty of 

that a few pair of gulls were fed upon grain, persecution and ruin would induce them to 

that they had young ones, who partook of the do it— shall we cease then for a moment 

changed character of their parents, and that labouring to destroy the damnable system 

tkey likewise were kept to the same food— if v^ich produces such hypocrisy and per- 

80 great a change was wrought in one year, petuates ignorance P 

we might imagine a still greater result in "^^ ' — ^^ '^ 

the course of a life-time, if it extended over CRITIQUE upon the MYTHOLOGY 
several years, and gulls, I believe, are not ; OF THE ANCIENTS, 

short lived. We might confidently antici- by lord bacon. 

pate, from these premises, that in a few ii. 

generations the present distinctive character r^t the argument of most weight with me 
of the gull would be entirely obliterated, jg this: that many of these fables by no 
and that it would present every appearance means appear to have been invented by the 
«tf having been deinffned by infinite wisdom : persons who relate and divulge them, whe- 



to live upon grain, and not upon fish. 

How it would puzzle subsequent natu- 
ralists to account for the silence of their 



ther Homer, Hesiod, or others ; for if 1 were 
assured they first flowed from those later 
times and authors that transmit them to us. 



predecessors upon the existence and cha- ■ I should never expect any thing singularly 
racter of the birds they would find exist- ' great and noble from such an origin. But 
ing, if no narrative of these experiments whoever attentively considers the thing will 
had been perserved. Mr. E. says, " But find that these fables are delivered down and 
ttat it (the eagle) was dissatisfied with its related by those writers, not as matters then 
we is to be inferred from its seizing the first invented and proposed, but as things re- 
etrliest opportunity of breaking its chain , ceived and embraced in earlier ages. Be- 
and effecting its escape." I draw an infer- , sides, as they are differently related by 
^ic© the very reverse, from the statement • writers nearly of the same ages, it is easily 
just preceding, namely, that it " throve '■ perceived that tlie relators drew from the 
*«rjf well on bread," for it is veri/ unusual ' common stock of ancient tradition, and va- 
<or animals to thrive on food which they : ried but in point of embellishment, which is 
Qislike. And when we find the bird was ■ their own. And this principally raises my 
<!kainedy it seems far more reasonable to i esteem of these fables, wliich 1 receive, not 



conclude that it rebelle<l against its slavery, 
to which its abundant fare would not recon- 
cile it. 



as the product of the age or invention of the 
poets, but as sacred relics, gentle whispers, 
and the breath of better times, that from the 



Mr. Evers says, "that these facts show i traditions of more ancient nations came at 
<a a clear manner the provision c^ nature for ■ length into the flutes and trumpets of the 
the preservation of life under a variety of . the Greeks. But, if any one shall, notwith- 
Vircumstances." Indeed ! If this be true, '■ standing this, contend that allegories are 
it is equally "clear" that nature makes 1 always adventitious, or imposed upon tlie 
abundant provision likewise for the neglect ] ancient fables, and no way native, or genu- 
W destruction of life under a great variety of i inely contained in them, we might here leave 
circumstances. What provision does nature him imdisturbed in that gravity of judgment 
Uake for the thousands sometimes swallowed he affects (tbough we cannot help account- 
Up by earthquakes, swept away by hurri- ing it somewhat dull and phlegmatic), and 
l^anes, buried in the occean by storms, or ; if it were worth the trouble, proceed to ano- 
;«tarTed to death by the barbarous laws and i ther kind of argument. 



ititutions of society? If man be "the 
iblest work of god," he seems to be leas 
for than any other animal on the face 
' the earth. Mr. E, aaja that a contem- 
4S3 



Men have proposed to answer two differ- 
ent and contrary ei^^\y^ \Xve m*^ Qi'^%x.i5^<&\ 
for paTa\>\eB aefve «La yi^ \o vaaJaMoX. at '^- 
luatTate as to vriw^ u^ mAwct^o^ \^a» VJoaX^ 
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though for the present we drop the concealed 
use, and suppa-te the ancient fables to be 
vague, undetermin-ite things, formed for 
amurtement, still the other must remain, and 
can never be given up. And every man, of 
any learning, must readily allow that this 
method of instructing is grave, sober, or ex- 
ceedingly useful, and sometimes necessary 
In the sciences, as it opens an easy and fa- 
miliar passage to the human understanding 
in all new discoveries that are abstruse and 
out of the road of vulgar opinions. Hence, 
in the first ages, when such inventions and 
conclusions of the human reasoning as are 
now trite and common were new and little 
known, all things abounded with fables, pa- 
rables, similies, comparisons, and allusions, 
which were not intended to conceal, but to 
inform and teach ; whilst the minds of men 
continued rude and unpractised in matters 
of subtility and speculation, or even impa- 
tient and in a manner incapable of receiving 
such things as did not directly fall under and 
strike the senses. For as hieroglyphics were 
in use before writing, so were parables in 
use before arguments. And even to tliis day 
if any man would let new light in upon the 
human understanding and conquer prejudice 
without raising contests, animosities, oppo- 
Bition, or disturbance, he must still go in 
the same path, and have recourse to the like 
method of allegory, metaphor, and allusion. 

To concluile, the knowledge of the early 
ages wjis either great or happy ; great, if 
they by design made this use of trope or 
figure ; happy, if whilst they had other 
views they afforded matter and occasion to 
such noble contemplations. Let either be 
the case, our pains, perhaps, will not be 
misemployed, whether we illustrate anti- 
quity, or things themselves. 

The like indeed hjis been attempted by 
others ; but to speak ingeniously, their great 
and voluminous labours have almost destroy- 
ed the energy, the efficacy, and the grace of 
the thing, whilst being unskilled in nature, 
and their learning no more than that of 
commonplace, they have applied the sense 
of the parables to certain general and vulgar 
matters, without reaching to their real pur- 
port, genuine interpretation, and full depth. 
For myself, therefore, I expect to appear 
new in these common things, because, leav- 
ing untouched such as are sufficiently plain 
and open, I shall drive only at those that 
are either deep or rich. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS, 

For thtfAnti- Persecution Union. 

Birch 5 

Anarchist 6 

CoUecioT 6 

/''neiids in x\ferton,SmTey, pet MT.Fleimng 2 6 

O. B. MoTg&n, Worceater 2 6 

Mr. Smith, Stepney (third Bubacription) 10 

M. Ry/lll, Sectetaxy. 
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MR. SOUTHWELL. 
Reasons f3r Mr. Southwell not beooming^ 
religious ; by the Chaplain of Bristol Gaol, 
From tlie Bristol Mercury^ of Nov. 12 : 
"One other class, or rather- individual, re- 
mains to be noticed. It is well itoown that 
during the last nine months a prisoi^r has 
been confined in this gaol who was convteled 
of a blasphemous libel. In regard tolikiB 
prisoner the chaplain has only to observe, 
that the great freedom which, as a first dau 
misdemeanant., he has obtained, in respect of 
epistolary and personal intercourse with his 
friends and partisans, and the constant pe- 
rusal of newspapers, &c., has been by no 
means favourable to any endeavours on his 
(the chaplain's) part to lead him to a serious, 
solemnised review of his principles. At 
the same time, it is but just to add, that the 
chaplain's visits have always been received 
with great courtesy and respect on the part 
of the prisoner. Thomas F. Jennings, 

M.A., Chaplain." 
If any proof were wanting to estiblish the 
important fact, that supematurallsm destroys 
all the finer feelings of human nature, and 
absolutely stultifies the human intellect, it 
is to be found in the above extract from the 
Annual Report of the " man of god," under 
whose care Southwell has been placed for 
the last ten months. The chaplain, finding 
that he cannot, by his silly Sunday harangues, 
make a convert of Southwell, gently hints to 
the authorities the propriety of taking away 
those privileges wYAch.^ in his estimation, have 
been found too powerful for the word of god 
and god himself to overcome. Hear it, 
Christians ! and come to the help of the 
lord against the mighty ! The trinity of 
" friends, partisans, and newspapers" are 
more powerful than father, son, and holy- 
ghost. Christianity is surely on its lart 
legs, when it advocates resort to such argu- 
ments as these. J. C. F. 



NOTICES. „ „ 

Mr. Carlile, in aletterhehaaaddresaeJ to W.C. 

Bays, *' he lies who 8ay« that I attempt to P*^J 
potnate a supcrstitioua veneration for the bible. 
In the opinion exprerttiedby W. C. in my abMncel 
fully concur, and am prepared to Hustain the odram, 
if any, reHuUing from such expreasion. Mr. C.«i» 
asks, " Who are you ? What ia vour Mme 
One at a time, if von please, Mr. Carlile, let me go 
first. To quote your favourite Jew- book, wemiw 
be " wise as serpents."' We are not to be taantw 
into squaudflrinff our victims. y m\a 

All corresponileuts are requested to send dire« » 
the Editor of th«» Oracle of Reason, 8, Holj-ff^H- 
street, Strand, London. „„..«,,w--«rr^ 

^NOW READY, PRICE 28. 

lionnd in CloUi^ 
THE JUSTLY CKLKBUATED ^ 

AND UNEiiUALLEI) SATIRICAL RHAFSODVi ^' 

YAHOO! 



r. 







natiag up, i^lection, 
imeroiis fables, rhap- 
idomDntade, bsblileJ 
impostora, and dri- 
; of disgusting; and 
atbj- phraseology, and at tarioUB stages of 
Aibariem, bavebpenintrnsted solely to vsi 
ire priests, backed by cut-tbroat Boldiers. 
That 



ninlflUigible, whose precepts are immoml, 
lose wor^bip is debasing, whose gods are 
[imiiiiili, wboEe devil is mperior lo poteai^y. 



TTiere ii a religion, whose ohi 
awindle, wboaa foUowera are perseeatorsi 
whose career in one of blood, whose ' 
are worthless, whose threateninga ire futile, 
chief suppnrlers have been tjranu, 
I, or knaves, and prinuipal 
tlie lash, the tortura, dungeon, 

iWhiob baa checked im- 
provement, 

pocrisy, deadenoi] tbe affecttons, 
the passions, warped the judgmaut, crippled 
the body, and distorted morality, tj ' 
dncing fear 
and which, finally, hj its bloody ■nd flevas' 
tating OBreer ha* been the bv( 
ceaseless obstacle to thr progi 
That beuoion ib the BELiortiic; 



Thkbb is t. 0OD,nbaBe earbcat 

beings, 

ith ahighoapiicity and relish for eiyoynienti, 
■hieb they were only Buffered 
rder, wilh tbe grealsr iuleaaity of hittemm 
od angaish; to feel the reverse of miseix 
and death ; icbo created ' 

lerable wretches, with wants, feelings, 
otions, passion 8, which they iverc expected 
mbdue, hut which ware made too pow*- 
for cuntrol ; anii «bn finally involved in 
lera! and terrible deatroetton all who 
failed [o regaj'd tho»e maudatte nhu^ii he 
them incapable of obeying. 
7V«reua^0((,w]iosent ■'strong " 
id '' Ij-ing spirits," to create and perpetu; 
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fraud and deception, vhoH d^fct ic was 
to issae ardeig to hii aDelnia*, whicb ha 
compelled them to neglect, bj '' hardening 
their heartii," and then scourged them for 
dieobediencc. 

There is a god, wfaose monstiDna appetite 
for blood, required for its gratificaCJon, du- 
ling 4000 yetis, continual supplies of frewh 
victiiob from bands of eacriiicial butchers, 
tQl Um life-blood of " hisocly-begottenwiD " 
trickled down the felon's gibbet, and which 
to thig dar, wherever hia maleficent inSa- 
ence ia felt, compels thesacrificeof the good 
andjuat, at the bands of hU butcher-prient!-. 

7%ere It a end, whose amusements have 
conaialed in the meaanremenC of dresjing- 
gowDSjihe stitching of breeches, the counting 
of buttoiu, the embroidering of petdeoata, 
the aketching out of candlesticks, Sic, for 
which dignified employment he selected hia 
foremen, journeymen, and apprentieea from 
a particular family or two, set apart from 
among the fickle, ignorant, mid besotted 
■aragea, who rejoiced in [he title of his 
"peculiar people." 

There is a god, whose promises anfulfilled, 
threats oot executed, denunciations nitbout 
consequences, whose alliance without 
strengthening, and favoritism without ad- 
vaQtage,have sligmatised him as unsurpassed 
for implacable vengefulnesa, bitter malignity, 
horrible atrocity, miserable imbecility, con- 
temptible vanity— in short, an intense con- 
centration of the most detestable passions 
which have signalised the most cotorioua of 
malcfoctora. 



"HALL'S CALL TO THE UNCON- 
VERTED " (NOT BaITBB's). 
" As man was, in the begioning [gulled], is 

ia part and parcel of the law of the land, 
90 long will ereduiitj be part and parcel of 
his being. These pithy remarks, and many i 
ijuatly sage, have been suggested by 



He was, however, discomfited, lor the bang, 
ling and informality of the proceeding! wen 
80 glaring, as to compel the magistrsie t> 
dismiss the case. The reward of the Ijlue- 
eoated* god -defender, was his trouble ; hii 
summons was " all vanity ; " his victeiT, 
' vexation of spirit." The turnkey of the 
House of Correction would have rejoicsJ 
more over the imprisonment of one blasphe- 
mer, than oter ninety and nine pickpockets, 
whether of the ohnrch, the state, or tbe 

padd la. for Ibc 
hich hu 

pot them in a sanguinary perspiration,c>l]ei), 
in goapel twaddle i"h\ooiy sweat." Ihii 
was the work of the Timti. The " lobstm," 
though boiling with rage, still look Woe. 
Poor automatons, bow thej must feel disr 
take in! Naughty godmongersi after id- 
vising these assea to adopt lions' skins, to m 
them cudgelled out of them without illte^ 
fering, was rather too bad. 

These " clever idle dogs," after doffing 
Iheir royal blue, and taking to their grei«j 
jackets — after putting aside their " h&i^ 
twigs," and drawing their steel — pens, sad 
copying " What is god ['"and other "uiefnl 
knowledge," from our window — and trying i 
hundred little maneuvres to snifi' npaciic 
of blasphemy— after all this, to be told bj 
Midas Hall, that it " was no go," miutte- 
ijuire nearly as much philosophy aa falls to 
mr share, which is considerably more thai 
has yet been served out to christian bludgeco- 
men. And we pray (for the first time) tlw 
Jew-god, not to put his light (if be has one), 
apon these dark and foggy nights, niuleri 
bushel,bnt to stick it on Waterloo -bridge, md 
take care that none of the force, ia tbHi 
Dew clothes, or the Vice Society, with iIk 
last quarter's report, throw themseWea ffOB 
its parapets, and thus deprive us of a »oiU 



Wem 



the abosive letters and notices in the 
Times, Herald, Post, and some weeklies 
of the same kidney, recommtnding perae- ] 
cutions for blasphemy, and conjuring up the 1 
grandiloquent victoriee that woaldbe obtained ' 
werj we proceeded against, if only for the 
nuisance created by the numbers congregated 
atonroffice window, with the rewarfa which 
would follow our certain conviction. 

At ia,st the tempting bait caught a Hat of 
a polinemin, named Medlicott, whose large, 
nesa of swallow is unquestionable, and whose 
noae remOida one of the Peak of Teneriffe, 
He summoned us to Bow-smeet" tor exhiblt- 
iiy* certain profiuie paper in OUT wiuiow," \m 



. forget, for the benefit of out 
readers, Mister Justice Midas Hall's id- 
nition of a thoroughfare. He aaidaiiy 
iriadow was one ! So that any jolly eoaW- 
monger may, if he fancies it, drive hisdmkty 
through your windows into your ibop-mj, 
for obetmcdng tie t 



public mind will not saDOtia 
prosecutions — ^free expression has invsde' 
the glorious rights of Christianity, and,Bhoald 



Atheis 



engraTei 
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__i ._ _ gone — tha splendifei 

acheiDEd of oulo-dt-faiim are knocked oa the 
head. Christianity, althougli still breathing, 
lias tad its teeth drawn — it oan no inota hite 
— its iniirky hell is cow obscaretl — itg priEatly 
demons and lay dupes hayo been eclipsed by 
the apoatlea of freedom of thought — the 
power onoe rested in the buidfl of heavea's 
ticB-gerenta, havo become " line by degrees, 
and beautifully leas." One striking lesson 
19 to he gleaned fram the precediag eienta, 
the ntter impotence of religious efibcts to 
prevent the march of mind. The sword of 
the god of the chrUtiuns bas been shivered 
on our shield of tmth— the " all in all " has 
fallen before the arrows of inquiry — and we 
have now given to slavery, despotism, and 
monkish frauds their juat characters, and 
designated them by their proper names. So 
perish all reygiona ! T- P. 



ANTI-PERSECUTION DNION, 
PUBLIC MEETING. 



; Mei 



was held at the Social Id- 
stjtution John -street, Totteobani Conrt- 
rotul, London, on Monday, Dec. 5, at half- 
put eight, p.m. Mr. Hetherinotos in 

The Chairman opened the bu«aesa of the 
meeting; in an effective speech. 

Mr. Llovd Joneb moved the first reso- 
lution, as follows :— 

" That all legal interference with the 
tree expresiflon of speculadre opinions, is 
both impolitic ajid nnjnst — impoiitic be- 
cause, thoagh potent to make hypocrites, it 
never can make coaverts ; unJDSt because it 
retards the pro|i;re4B of truth, and inflicts a 
gross private iojury without prnducmg any 
genera] good ; that the true and just appli- 
cation of (he law is to protect tlie weak and 
the minority, in the annunciation ol their 
apinionii, and the only Itgititiiale tribnnal is 
1 the public voice after f\UI and free discus- 

) Seconded by Mrs. CaAFFLGBuiTB, and 
carried unanimonsly. - , , 

Mr. J. C. Bl,UMBNPlEl.», said— Bios- 



and iheii oc- [ denae of bis diiibelief 

very stiange, if we are to believe those 
church cossatts, who say, that they have, in 
all Iliey dn, no other object thnn to convince 
manof heaven and its bliss. If ] was one 
of thoae captains of the cross, 1 would have 
openedloMessrs.Soutbwell anil Holyoake the 
best apartmeata of Bi>ukin);ham Palace, 
given them tlie bestcoaa from the French 
CDorl, provided tbcm with Burgundy wine, 
ChampugD, and Malaga, andUavaoa'cigara. 
Ai\ these good things would, perhaps, give to 
theae two Iitfldels some idea of a heaven aftd 
ill enjoyments ; if not, I would have added 
to these good things the following words :— 
Friends, the frontier of heaven is the heart 
— out of the heart you have the palace, the 
French coat, the Burgundy wine, and tha 
Havana cigars. Do yon not noiD believe in 
heoven? I am sura they would have at 
once said, We do, air ! But how do iAey 
oonviace the infidels of their heaven and 
god ! They throw their bodies into a dun- 
geon, and akillty into their bodies, aod call 
out, '' miod onr beavrn and our god." It ia 
great pit; that Meaara. BonthweU and 
[olyoake belie ve neither in hell nor devil, els*^ 
they might have very properly answoed] 
them: Go to hell with your heaven j oo tfr; 
the devil with your god ; we do not like Ml 



^ 



emyl p. 
e eboatJ 



I ph . 

L ane ebootJ be the conseijutnec of ihe olhi 

■ it ia strange to see bricklayers uod carpen. 

H terit, whom I would have supposed to be 

I appreDtices of tbe devil, if 1 was a belierer. 

I Initding prisma out of ideas and wordi of ti 

^L blaspbeoier; it is ttrange, that a blosphemell 

^^ wharafuscf to go to heaven with a set o: 

1^ 



Now, 



! this I 






g In- 



fidels of a gracious beaten, of a 
god — not strangeP Strange', no! if wo 
consider the state of mind under which 
bandits of heaven labour. l-ong 
before the evangelical Mademoiselle lUary 
led her first husband, j^od aenioF 
her first husband died or se- 
■om hia lady by a decision of th» 
pope, for we must not acease that poor womsa 
if bigamy), I say, long before Mary's flrs* 
ingular marriage, have tJiese rngnea e 
sted. But we will not dwell upon tba«e 
last ages. Besides, tbe trade Of religi 
las, since the oMfd times, experienced a gre> 

modification, just like tbi 

China. Formeily, the ^._._ 

were sold by stealth; that would not ia 
for the greedy priest-merchants of modtta 
ages, they took up arms, like the Engli^ 
government, fao^t a great bloody batllf 
with the uoe:qitci«nced human race, subdueft 
it, and eatablisbed the &Be-tradeof their pot* 
aonous heaieciy merobandise. Wa havs, 






in nur present mvestigatioi 
Kisiv.-pr our aire. We said the 
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ott of which the J did not know how to es- 
cape. I don't know if they feared to be 
hnog or smothered, or that their pockets 
might he emptied ; what they feared, I don't 
exactly know ; this I knuw, that in conse- 
qnence of some fear or other, they adopted 
the stratagem to prosecute their prosecutors, 
and thus save themselves. The affair I 
learnt afterwards was this : Messrs. South- 
well and Holyoake presented themselves in a 
house as clerks, with valuable articles, and 
very cheap too, from the old established 
house of Beason and Co. The customer an- 
swered them, that he had been already sup- 
plied with much superior articles, of course 
much dearer, from the house of god and co. 
" Why," exclaimed Messrs. Southwell and 
Holyoake, *' you have been humbugged, sir, 
such a house does not exist, and the articles 
you bought are not worth a hungry dog's 
dream." The clerks of god and co. denied, 
and the Infidels maintained, the fact. Both 
parties then applied to an fatmest old mer- 
chant of the city, who was to decide the 
question. " Why," said the merchant, " the 
houHe of Beason and Co. I know very well, 
it is in London, in Manchester, in Dublin, in 
Paris, and in Constantinople ; but where 
does the house of god and co. exist ? We 
may at once write to this house, and thus 
ascertain the truth or falsehood of the asser^ 
tion of these two Infidel gentlemen." It is in 
heaven, was the answer of the clerks of god 
and CO. " Heaven, indeed, I never could 
make out where such a place could exist. 
Can you show it me on the maps r" The 
poor clerks of god and co., thus pressed and 
puzzled by the questions of the merchant, and 
not being able to prove the existence of the 
house of god and co., and to establish their 
honest character as clerks of the same house, 
brought an action against Messrs. Southwell 
and Holyoake, charging them with having 
calumniated god and co. This maneuvre of 
the heavenly clerks, although not of a nature 
to prove that they were not rogues, inas- 
much that their god, the calumniated indi- 
vidual, has not himself signed the action 
brought against Messrs. Southwell and Holy- 
oake (for I read, ever since, every day, the 
Times paper, and never saw the signature of 
god himself), was, according to t^eir judg- 
ment, qualified enough to deliver them for a 
moment from the scrape they had been 
brought into by the two Infidels. I, however, 
was not of their opinion. I was convinced 
that these unmasked rogues, covered with 
every crime and human blood, must be banged 
or smothered, or sent with empty pockets to 
the tread-mill. What was, my astonish- 
ment, when I heard, that not the swindling 
pjrie^ts, but the honest Messrs. Southwell and 
^oijoake had been committed to prison. 
I sisked a clever advocate the leason oi avicVi 
M strange OYent, and be told me tlain*. 30x1 
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must know that the fraudulent trade witb 
heaven has been carried (m for centurieS| not 
alone by the priests, but by millions of other 
descriptions, and that, therefore, the im- 
portant discovery of Messrs. Southwell aod 
Hdyoake, was such a dreadful thing as to 
raise, not alone the priests, but the whole 
world of lords, ministers, kings, and queemi, 
who were engaged in that trade, and to effect 
thus a general bankruptcy amongst thmu. 
To prevent such an alarming monster-bank- 
ruptcy, they threw Messrs. Southwell and 
Holyoake as the evidence against their pick- • 
pocket gods, into prison. This is the affair 
which passed between the reason aod reli- 
gion traders. Those who have ears may 
hear, those who have eyes may see and 
judge. At the last and true judgment, how- 
ever, the victims for reason and love, aod 
justice, and humanity, will be released from 
their prisons, and the swindling priests, witb 
their catechisms, with their churches, with 
their devils, with their god, with their bell, 
and with their heaven, will disappear irooi 
the earth for ever. With this sweet bope, 
let us embrace and console our noble raf- 
ferers, Southwell and Holyoake, and wait for 
a better time. 

Let us study, let us read, 
Reasoi^'s scriptares, reason's creed, 
Gospelii of humanity ; 
And the wolfish pivests will die, 
And their tiger-sod will fly ; 
Heaven, the earux will be. 

Mr. Blumenfield concluded by moving— 

" That Charles Southwell and 
Geo. Jacob Holyoake now undergoing 
sentences of fine and imprisonment, for "tbe 
obscure, doubtful, and undefinable crime 
called blasphemy, are victims of irra- 
tional, vindictive, and savage laws — the dicta 
of bigotted judges in a superstitious pei^<>^ 
and utterly at variance with the improved 
spirit of the age." 

Mr. J. Campbell, General Secretary to 
the National Charter Association, secondea 
the resolution, which was carried. 
Mrs. Martin moved the next resolution 
" That Messrs. Southwell, Holyoake^ 
&c., having set aside private and personal 
considerations for the advancement ot a gr©** 
public principle, by conscientiously expres- 
sing and unflinchingly promulgating ^heir 
honest convictions, are (whether right <w 
wrong in those opinions) entitled to tne 
sympathy and support of this meetiiijgy 
which determines on an immediate «oD 



scription in their behalf— and the '^f^ 
tion of a petition to her majesty, tobe agoei 



by the chairman." . , 

Mr. G. SiMKiNS seconded it.-^afn^. 
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A Memorial to the Queen was also aC . 
A collection was made in aid of th« ^\ 
^%c\a <i^ \iift Uiiion^ and the meet 
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THE FREE INQUIRER'S WHY AND 
BECAUSE. 

WRITTEN BT CHARLES SOUTHWELL. 
X. 

Why is it supposed, that if men were not 
held responsible for their conduct, that vice 
would go unchecked P 

Because it is said^ that it would be incon- 
sistent to make men suffer for their miscon- 
duct, seeing that they cannot help acting as 
they do, yet those who urge this, would not 
hesitate if they saw a man, drunk or mad, 
about to swallow arsenic, to dash it from his 
lips, even though they should knock a tooth 
or two down his throat in so doing — still less 
would they hesitate so to act if they saw him 
about to adqunister the poison to another — as 
the loss of a tooth would be as a feather in 
the scale, when weighed against the great 
good of preserving a fellow-creature's life. 
Again, if a child, knowing nothing of the na- 
ture of powder, should prepare to let off 
Bquibs and crackers in a powder magazine, 
would our knowledge that the child was as 
innocent as the unfledged bird prevent us 
^ing all necessary means to prevent the 
destraction of life and property ? It would 
be bat one step farther in folly, to say that 
iione hereafter should kill fleas, because, 
poor things, they are not responsible, and 
can't help biting. Our knowledge that vice 
w madness, will not abate one jot our horror 
of those who practice it, or lead to the abo- 
^'tion of a wholesome and necessary restraint, 
but redouble our vigilance, lead to a dis- 
^very of the causes of crime, and the prac- 
^cal adoption of the simple but invaluable 
principle, that " prevention is better than 
cure," that all law being, at best, but a ne- 
•*sa.Ty evil, is only defensible on the score 
®f its utility, and is rather tolerated than 
^'naixed ; so that those men who glorify the 
^'^j and are filled with a kind of wild fond- 
ness- — like misers, who gloat over their shi- 
^^^ heaps — are so lost in the worship of 
^^a-ns as to forget the end. Hence the rant 
^ i^e declaimers, when they cry out, " let 
™ world be destroyed, so that the law 
b® maintained," as though the law was 
f^y thing more than a human invention, to 
keep vice in check and hold out induct ments 
to virtue, by throwing the shield of its pro- 
action over the innocent, and striking terror 
into the hearts of evil-doers. Hence it fol- 
*°^R, that the law, like an external covering, 
should be worn as long as it affords us pro- 
toctiou and warmth, but be thrown aside, like 
^ old garment, when worn out and useless. 
J*^© may sum up by observing, that the term 
^^ signifies a rule or regulation established 
V ^^^ for the guidance of man, the osten- 
^le object of which is the good of all and 
«« injury of none. Nor would any but mad- 
4S9 



men weaken the force of necessary restraints 
which just laws impose, without first abo- 
lishing the necessity for such restraints, by 
improving the condition, and, as a conse- 
quence, the morals of the people ; but many 
depraved men have made of law the mere 
instrument of vengeance, ever ready to glut 
their diabolical appetite for cruelty, so that 
the law, which should be respected by all as 
a guardian angel, or genius of protection, 
has been abhorred as a foul and most ugly 
fiend. We are, therefore, advocates of law 
and order — of the former, because it will pro- 
duce the latter if wise and salutary — as it is 
clear, that without some stringent regulation 
society would go to pieces, and return to 
anarchy ; but then no laws should be framed 
in a vindictive spirit, or savour of cruelty ; 
men should be made to suffer for their mis- 
doings, but none should be punished. In 
Russia, where a darkness that may be felt 
reigns over the land, and men are less free 
and happy than brutes, the laws are framed 
in a savage, harsh, and brutal spirit, for the 
wisdom of the Russian legislator has not yet 
reached the great truth, that human beings 
are made to be what they are, and that it is 
far easier to check the growth of crime by 
humanising the people, by early training and 
implanting good habit<), than by attempting 
to stem the torrent of crime, which flows 
from their accursed institutions, as from an 
inexhaustible fountain. The French crimi- 
nal code is, to our shame be it spoken, the 
least harsh and cruel in Europe, perhaps, in 
the world, and sheds more lustre on the 
memory of Napoleon than did his most 
brilliant victories. Australitz will be for- 
gotten when the code of Napoleon will live 
in the minds of men, unless, as we are told 
by Shakspere, men's virtues live in sand, 
and their vices in marble. 

Why are severe penal laws still advocated 
by many well-meaning individuals ? 

Because they hold the doctrine that the 
human heart is naturally depraved, which 
depravity can only be held in check by prac- 
tising upon the fears of men, hence -tor- 
ments the most exquisite have been invented, 

and 

Man's inhnraanity to man 

Has made countless thousands moum ! 

Did such mischievous reasoners understand 
that society, as a whole, makes its members 
good or bad, virtuous or vicious, it would at 
once dart upon them, that the only way to 
reduce the amount of human vice, and its 
inseparable companion, misery, would be by 
the removal, as far as practicable, of poverty, 
and giving to all a sound knowledge of men 
and things, which will call into exiatenoe 
that self-respeet which is the parent of jfij' 
good and virtuous acts. When thij " 
events, attempted by statesmen and 
latOTS, then and then. on\^ n^'vW ^ twj -Wt^ 
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illttmine the darkness that surrounds us, nor I instead of taking advantage of the tactics of 
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will virtue much longer be a shadow, which 
eludes the grasp, but a living reality— and 
jails, gibbets, and other instruments of death 
and torture, will be pointed at as things that 
were — relics of a barbarous age. 
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THE NEW ARGUMENT 

« A POSTERIORI " 

FOR THE EXISTENCE OF GOD. 

IIT. 

And I will Hend a lyinf^ spirit into tiie months of 
their prophets.— J EW-BOOK. 

ND, in accordance with this spirit, they 
ave all gone astray, " speaking lies," to 
prove the existence of god — and, as lies 
never serve a good purpose, so we find, in 
this instance, that they only serve to make 
darkness visible. Even Origen Bacheler, in 
his discussion with Dale Owen, proves just 
the contrary position to that which he affirmed 
he would prove. Indeed, discussions are 



hi? opponent, joins issue on the minor points 
of accountability, thus leaving the real point 
at issue between them, out of the question. 
Bacheler says (p. 5), " were all things in 
accordance with the limited wisdom of man, 
there would be reason to suppose they were 
not contrived by wisdom superior to his; 
and consequently not contrived by infinUe 
wisdom^ and, therefore, that there is no infi- 
nite wisdom— no god." Thus, at once, it ap- 
pears in us, involving the most egregious 
contra^etions. He (Bacheler) would have it, 
that was man able to perceive this wisdom, 
it would be evidence €igainst the existence of 
god, and therefore that the non-perception is 
proof of deity's existence, and yet this very 
assumed consciousness or proof, or whatever 
else it may be called, must needs rest on the 
basis that man does perceive so much ; for 
even Bacheler is not a god, and thus the ar- 
gument pokes out one eye of his deity in the 
very act of pointing to the other. And all 
this is finished oflP, aptly enough (page 6), 
with the assertion, that the apparent imper- 



strange things ; in looking over them, it will^ fections ili^he universe, tend to corroborate 




generally be found that one of the combatants, 
and of course him who feels his inability 
most, while he makes a great noise about the 
victory, is actually playing the game of the 
sailor in his flight from the bear, first throw- 
ing down a cap, and then a shoe, and then 
a glove, to take off his opponent's attention 
from the main point, and thus keeps up a 
running fire to such a length, that many 
parties doubt on which side the victory is. 
This is Origen Bachelor's game. He 
ens the debate referred to, as god's cham- 
on, and it was, of course, for him to ad- 
ce proof of his master's existence. In- 
stead, however, of doing this, he begins by 
analysing an adverse position, and one set 
up by himself, too (see p. 5). Now this is 
begging the question to begin with, and may, 
account for his attack on the other side. Why 
did he not stand up like a man, and if in 
god's employ bring out the agreement ; why 
not give us the witnesses at once, that such 
a firm as father, son, and holy-ghost existed, 
and had engaged him as copying clerk or 
amanuensis, to write their letters ? Even 
had he overthrown his opponent, his conclu- 
sion does not follow, for it might be that 
both were wrong. We remember an account 
of a debate amongst the students of the 
Epicurean philosophy — whether the vicious 
are more deserving of indignation or con- 
tempt. It was carried on for a long time, 
reither party supposing there could be more 
than two sides to the subject, when it was 
suggested, that the master always treated 
them with compassion, and the third side 
.^aa immediately voted victorious. 
^-!We complain, however, of both the dis- 



that evidence of a deity's handy work to 
be drawn from the perfections thereof! while 
the very expression, apparent imperfections^ 
raises the inference that they are not such in 
reality, but are, in fact, perfections, which, 
as such, in time destroys the evidence sought 
to be drawn from them in their contrary 
character, as well as confirming the position 
that all things are in accordance with man's 
limited wisdom — ^inasmuch as he can see 
through the apparent imperfections, and 
therefore, forming evidence against the ex- 
istence of any higher wisdom, and, ac- 
cording to his own argument, evidence 
against god. Now, let us look again at this 
matter. Bacheler, in analysing what he 
calls the position of the Atheist, asserts that 
all things are in accordance with infinite 
wisdom^ and as he asserts this in the pleni- 
tude of his own (man's) limited wisdom, it 
follows that, according to his own showing, 
they were not contrived by wisdom superior 
to his, and consequently not contrived by in- 
finite wisdom^ and therefore, that there is no 
infinite wisdom— no god. And again (page 
9), he says, " There is or there is not a god," 
and he makes it a duty on the part of his op- 
ponent to decide this one way or the other, 
as if it were a tangible problem for mathe- 
matical solution ; or, as if he was not nearer 
truth who believed not at all, than he who 
believed erroneously. Owen answers this 
by saying, " There may, or there may not 
be one, or a thousand and one, superior ex- 
istences to man in the univerise ; there 
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be inhabitants in the sun, but that 
impossible to stretch anaolgy from 
to heaven, and he sees no reason 



potaats in the debate referred too, for Owen, i to assert or deny." Owen might have pttk 
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I position much stronger — ^for instance, 
re is or there is not, in the vast regions of 
ce, another globe, answering exactly to 

description of ours — such a thing may 
and it may not, and yet it is impossible 
lecide upon it. And shall we, who liter- 
T know nothing of these globes or world- 
Is — shall we presume to entertain fami- 
: notions of their god or maker ? A god 
jr we know not whom, or where, or what. 
But again, if vte allow, for the sake of ar- 
ment, all that Bacheler contends for, *' Is 
}re reason to believe in the existence of 
i ? " — we find him again discriminating 
tween knowledge and belief, and the for- 
Jr rests upon probabilities and not positive 
rtainty, and vet we are told that it is pos- 
)le for man to Know god. If so, the nearer 
5 approach to knowledge, the further we 
ivel from belief, until, at last, finding out 
i, as a positive certainty, belief merges in 
owledge, and man is brought so near to 
J, that the essentials of a godhead, infinite 
ieriority, are at once destroyed, for man 
ist be infiititely saperior himself Iftfore he 
1 comprehend infinite superiority. 
Thus, by pushing the question on any side 

get an absurdity, and we are continually 
ninded, that '^ to speak of gods befits not 
ch) men." Are we wrong in calling god's 
iters-up, blunderers ? Bacheler is one of 
i best, or we would not have wasted time 
th him. And now, having shown up the 
ors of former advocates, we shall com- 
ince our own demonstration. W. 



aOSECUTION versus PRINCIPLE. 
T'o the Editor of the Oracle of Reason. 

R. — ^Believing your object to be the eman- 
>ation of the mind from the thrall of reli- 
5U8 superstition, I beg to congratulate you 
your triumph, on Monday last, over your 
▼age persecutors. 

As a lover of my country, her laws, and 
stitutions, I cannot but feel rejoiced in the 
Suit of your trial by police magistrates for 
asphemy — for I look upon it as nothing 
Be ; and with a pang of shame I read that 
^f. Hall asserts that the legislature has 
^powered him to fine and imprison any 
^ who may have placed to view, within 
18 windows, any paper or book which he (Mr. 
1.) may consider profane, and that policemen 
ball swear annoyed them (getting the fine 
hereby). " This power (says Mr. Hall) I 
■ay exercise, though large, without any 
^forced or strained construction of the 
fords of the act.'* Gracious goddess ! 
last thou stripped thine eyes and transferred 
b' bandage to thy ministers ? Justice her- 
hP, surely, must have descended from her 
llidestal to teach tbJB police'l&wyeT this new 
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reading of criminal construction. In future, 
be it known to all shopkeepers, that Mr. 
Hall, of Bow-street police-office, considers 
that he can try, condemn, and imprison, any 
of her majasty's subjects, without the as- 
sistance of judge or jury ! T. 

" THE PARSONS' SCAVENGER," 
AND THE * ORACLE ' OFFICE. 

(From a paper Edited by Brindley.) 

" Of all the daring exhibitions of awful blas- 
phemy that have come under our observation, 
that in Holywell-street, London, is by far 
the most outrageous. Ever since the con- 
viction of Southwell, the Socialist, at Bristol, 
for publishing the Oracle of Reason, have the 
wretched creatures, occupying the shop we 
referred to, filled their windows with prints 
and paragraphs, which, for nakedness and 
filthiness of expression, exceed any thing that 
has been previously attempted. What can 
the authorities be about ? And where, too, 
are the parish officers, that they have neg- 
lected to report what has been going on there ? 
We cannot, we dare not venture on a single 
quotation from the prints that have filled 
tiieir windows in open day, for at least these 
three months' past. But we can say that 
they are infinitely worse than the grossest 
blasphemies published by Southwell. The 
Oracle of Reason is still sold by them, and 
one number, published in October, contained 
verbatim, the principal passages upon which 
that wretched man was convicted. But the 
comments appended, upon the holy-ghost, 
the virgin Mary, and our blessed lord and 
saviour, are of so horribly lewd and fearful a 
character, that unless they were read, it 
could Upt he believed that the diabolical 
wickedness of man could invent, much less 
dare to print, these shuddering blasphemies. 
We call upon the authorities — we call upon 
every christian man and woman in the 
metropolis, not to let another month pass 
over without using their influence to have 
this iniquity blotted out. There is no excuse 
to the government if they fail to prosecute, 
because we have the fullest evidence to con- 
vict the keepers of this den of infamy. We 
prevailed upon our most trusty London cor- 
respondent to visit the place, and to pur- 
chase Nos. 42 and 43 of the Oracle of Reason. 
He is now prepared, upon oath, to swear to 
the identity of the person or persons who 
served him ; and we are willing, at any mo- 
ment, to give up the copies so purchased, and 
the name of our correspondent, on application 
from the proper quarters. 

" We would also beg to add, that we have 
forwarded to the right reverend prelates of 
London and Exeter, to Svc 'R.cfc«\.'?^A^^si^ 
the liome aecxetarj , co-^\%% oS. ^^ \Jsass^^- 
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VTe, therefore, trast and pray that the nui- 
sance may be immedhitely sappressed." 

At a numerous meeting: of the " wretched 
creatures " — " keepers of the den of infamy," 
No. 8, Holy well-street, Strand, London, the 
chairman called their attention to the above, 
when it was moved, seconded, and carried 
unanimously, *' That the warmest thanks of 
this meeting be given to honest John Brind. 
ley, alias the Patsons' Scavenger, for the 
above excellent advertisement— and, also, 
for his liberality and kindness in forwarding 
to the parties named therein copies of the 
Oracle of Reason, containing the * shuddering 
blasphemies ' of which he speak<i so highly." 

It was also resolved, " That the Parsons' 
Scavenger, or his agents, upon the produc- 
tion of their credentials, be for the future 
supplied gratis, with any future numbers of 
the Oracle of Reason, which may contain 
* «huddering blasphemies,' to be applied by 
him to the' same christian purposes, as those 
previously distributed at his own expense." 
Signed, on behalf of the meeting, 

T. P., Chairman. 
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A NEW DOXOLOGY. 

** Praise god from whom all blessings flow," 

And curses too ! — for most men know 

A preachment of apostle Panl, 

'Wherein that famous saint let fall — 

That god, omniscient and omnific, 

Sends all things^ general and specinc. 

Besides, we have the writs of Moses, 

^hich every christian true, supposes, 

To be the speeches, word for word, 

Of old Jehovah, Jove, or lord. 

And doth not Moses demonstrate 

That, " like the devil," god can hate? 

That e'en from him all cnrses flow 

To ns poor wretches here below ? 

Then, not alone in hymus of praise 

But thus your tuneful voices raise — 

** Curse gods^from whom aU CURSES flow — 

Damn <Ae/», ye damned^ in heU beloto — 

Damn fathers, sons, and holy-ghosts — 

Damn all the baneful heavenly Iwsts ! " 

W. B. C. 

Should any body object to this as being " most con- 
temptible doggrel," the writer would maintain that 
it is quite ** in keeping " with the subject — and he 
would challenge the goddists to do better if they 
can. Furthermore, if the squeamish should nau- 
seate some parts of the phraseology, they must be 
reminded, that the " holy scripttires " of theJesu- 
christians, aliaSy the Jew.-book, is the source from 
which such objectionable portions are derived. 

NOTICE. 
A, Meeting will take place on Saturday evening, 
l)ee. 17 di, at half-past eight, at No. 8, Holjrwell- 
to Inquire into Mythological Systems and 
row Keligiooa Error. 
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CIRCULAU OF THE ANTI-PEnSECUllON UNION: 



TBEASURER ; J, Watbok, S, PubI'b AUej, Putemoftor How, l^tilbm. 
SECBETAEY : M. Byali,, B, Holywell 3lreet, Strao.i. 

8, Hofywdl-Slrcef, Strand, Lmulim, J«hf ]», 1342. 
p is now forced on tlie atteiLtion of all parties, that " Iiiberty of Speeeli," 
le Bnloa's iMarf, and " Freedom of tlie Vmss," Lia supposed pBllttdium, 
IC mere ohiraeraB or fancy picturee, which the admirers oi' Ihe " ghjriona. 
KMbution" delight to eulogise, but which the continued ttcls ot (Btalhfr-, 
tf md power show to be muigLt but fictious. The real liberty of sjieeek 
I the Kberty to epeak as allowed by the dipnitiiriea of the state cbiirdi, 
i& ttie liberty of the press is the limits prescriljed by the Bttomey-penfe*. 
H. Rocogai'ianees, uecuritieg, judge-made and parsen-joBtice-aiimiHis- 
tB& la«f,pdlice and private cBpiouage, meet at every step the flree-lhinlter 
id the free-writer. The "right of private judgment" is n hollow prc- 
uce pnt forth by oas sect to exalt themselves at the oxpensti of miothiT, 

iBteaa of a great principle induBive of all opiuiona without rcfcn -' 

me or place. High and noble efforts have been nwde 1>^' bold 
ude man to resist the tyranny of power, and who, in winiung for otli 
oesrel approach to justice, Imve fallen 8a<;rifii;es theraBelvos. Not oi 
y, but numerous as have been the HUpportera of euch arduous 8trugj!:les, 
id large the assistance rendered iu proportion to ihe numbers and ihe 
tesus, the fight has still to be fought again — the full and cuiuplele tri- 

gh has yet to be aohieved. 
has becottte necessary to adopt for the protection of Free Disenstiinri, 
le plan bo effectual for the furtherance of the narrower puriKHea of parly 
r fkctioD. " Union is etrength.'" It hsa been slreugtb to partianiis; it 
!ib11 be strength to the lovers of liberty, A nnion is now evokeil,iiot for 
le promujgatian of dogma religioua or new religious, biit for the prolw- 
oo of all who may be disposed to publish their Bpeeulalious oa nil nnb- 
cta, being assured that the only legitiroale correction for cironpoHii lioc- 
joe IB free pnbhc investigation and discussion. With such vieA the 
Luti'P^-secutioii Union has been formed. 

Itaprine^k, that of the right to the free publication ol opinion: 

Its oJy'eciit, the promulgation of such priuoipie, and the attainment and 
Kiistenanoe of that right. 

Its tneang, the organisation of an asaoetatioa for the periodical colleclion 
r fooda, to be managed by a, committee selected by subscribers. 

The promnlgntJoa ot the prinfijie wi91 be at first necessarily ciaifined to 
■waaiooal addreaaea by the cnrauiittee, with every tilher iuformaliuU wil- 
tihtud tti btuefil tlw cause. It in in coutvaipliilion, whoa tlip rcsOijg^ 



aro adecfuately strengtliencd, to publish a periodical organ, and issue traets. 
Public and friendly meetings hsfve already taken place, and will be con- 
vened from time to time to rally the friends of freedom, difiuse more corw 
rect information and assist the movement generally. The obtainment ai)d 
maintenance of the right to freedom of expression will be comprised in the 
defence and support of the victin^ of persecution, until the iniquitous laws 
are either virtually or constitutionally abrogated. The union will recog- 
nise all as having claims on their assistance, who may be interfered with 
by the law in the publication of speculative opinions. No money quali- 
fication, by subscription or otherwise, will be required as a title to the so- 
ciety's support. This support will have no reference whatever to the kind 
of opinion, whether religious or anti-religious, orthodox or heterodox, nor 
to the style or manner of the language, which is understood to be a mere 
matter of taste, to be decided by the individual and the public. Thus, 
Christian, Jew, Turk, Tbeist, Pantheist, or Atheist, all of every sect or no 
sect at all, are embraced io the scope of the society's operations. 

The actual business of the orgsmisation will be the collection, receipt, 
and disbursement of the funds for the defence of the prosecuted, the alle- 
viation of their condition, if subject to prison discipline, and the support 
of those dependent on them^ and the arousing of the public to a sense of ^ 
the iniquity of all measures to shackle the mind ; the collection of a body 
of information for the service of all sufferers for conscience-sake, is ak) 
occupying the attention of the union. These proceedings include opera- 
tions of a varied and complicated description. A rapid outline of past 
proceedings will serve to show what may be expected with extended means. 

In the case of Charles Southwell, the best legal assistance was secured, 
as far as required, and the most eminent counsel were consulted at every 
ptep ; large and sympathising public meetings were called, and contribu- 
ted to the objects ; the assistance of Henry Hetherington and William 
Carpenter was obtained at his trial ; a full and accurate report was ei- 
tensively circulated ; an ample allowance has been supplied daily at the 
prison; memorials and petitions have been presented to the houses of 
parliament and the queen, and other important aid has been afforded, not 
only to Southwell but all future sufferers. Finally, a nucleus, now prin- 
cipally occupied with the affairs of Holyoake and the two Adams's, baa 
been formed for the " Anti-Perseoution Union." 

A Public Account will be rendered, at the end of the quarter, of the 
proceedings of the union, when auditors, a coaamitteo, treasurer, and sec- 
retary will be appointed by the subscribers. 

The warm responses that have already succeeded our appeals, and the 
increasing contributions from various parts of the country, as well as the 
metropolis, afford grounds for hope greatly exceeding previous anticipa- 
tions. It will be best for each to act as though the success of the great 
and noble movement depended on his individual exertion, and a speedy 
defeat of all the mind-restrictive laws must be the resullt. 

The Machinery of the Union is as follows: — The number of collectors in London nof 
exceeds eighty; we calculate on one hundred. £ach has a book; dated, numberedi tal 
signed, and having printed instructions. The book is to enter periodical sub^riptio^ 
and any sum, however small, and at any period, however short (as little as a penny ptf 
week), to suit the circumstances of the subscribers. Circles of collectors are being orpO' 
ised in the provinces; the books to be issued by the liberal publishers and their know 
friends. Penny subscription cards will be substitutsd for books for tl^p use of those wbi 
collect under a shilling weekly. 



SulMCiiptioii iheets for casual donations or subscriptions are issued to the liberal insti- 
tations or places of resort, where they may be advaotaffeously located. These may be 
obtained by known friends, or those who can give known references, by applying Co the 
Secretary. Drafts of petitions, and all other information, furnished on application. Do- 
nadoos, &c. to be transmitted to the l^reasurer, Mr. Watson, St. PauPs Alley, London. 
Returns will be periodically published of the result of the collections; no names will be 
printed of collectors or subscnbers without permission. Names and addresses are requested 
ixith in London and the country of either active or passive friends; such, for instance, as 
4D0uld collect or subscribe; who can advantageously dispose of subscription sheets or 
otherwise assist the cause. It is requested that all those who still hold books and 5ub- 
ecriptions for Mr. Southwell win hand them over to the committee. There are arreart 
of subeeriptions in Wbiteehapel, Louden, and in Bolton, Lancashire. 

M. RYALL, Sbcretaby^ 
THE RECENT PROSECUTIONS FOR Bl^ASPHEMY, 

4ND INTENDED ANTI-PERSECUTION UNION. 

On Monday evening, June 21 at, a Public Meeting took place at the 
Social Institution, John-street, Totteaham-icourt-road, London, for the 
purpose of taking into consideration the cases of Charles Southwell 
now undergoing his sentence of twelve months' imprisonment in Bristol 
gaol, for hlasphemj alleged to be contained in the Oracle of Reason; of 
■George Jacob Holyoakb, present editor of the same publication, now 
under bond to take his trial for the same offence, said to have been com* 
nutted at Cheltenham ; and of George Adams and Harriet Adams, his 
.wife, also jout on bail for vending the same publication. 

The business was opened bjr the Secretary of the Defence Fund report- 
ing to the meeting the circumstances connected with the arrest and im<* 
prisonment of the above-named persons, and the course the committee had 
adopted with reference to them. He stated, in the first place, that ttie 
committee repudiated any identity of opinion with either the prosecuted 
parties or their antagonists, and took the part they did, on th/e byroad and 
<Mwily defined ground of the right of every man to the free expression cf 
his opinion, without reference to the kind of opinion, or the manner o]t 
putti^ it forth. Their purpose now was, in the resolutions which they 
had prepared for the public approval and support, to assert, first the general 
principle ; next to obtain immediate pecuniary assistance ; and, thirdly, to 
.organise an association, which should continue to assert and maintain the 
rights of conscience, so long as they were menaced, or in danger pf being 
menaced, by unjust power. 

The first resolution, as follows, was moved by Mrs. Martin, and car^ 
ried unanimously ; — " That this meeting express their strong disapproba-^ 
tion of all legal interference with the free expression of opinion, and con- 
wdeiing the public neglect, or disapproval, the only legitimate correction 
of erroneous doctrines, do emphatically deprecate the recent prosecutions 
Tor the alleged crime c^ blasphemy, as unjust and impolitic/' 

The sedond resdution was moved by Mr. Baker, and seconded by 
Mr. Blumenfield, the talented author of the « New Ecce Homo," whose 
Dbservations forcibly recalled to his hearers the impassiuned language 
3f that work, and were received ^h acclamation, it was as follows :•— 
I* That this meeting deeply sympathises with the victims of bigotry and 
intolerance — Charks Southwell, (Jeorge Jacob Holyoake, George Adams, 
uid Mrs. Adams — and resolve that a subscription shall be caUegted fop 
Jefrayiug the expenses of their defence and support," 
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venture to prouounce a few broken words ou the subject for whicli we af^ 
aflsemblcd, [ must make you know that I am a foreigner. It may happen- 
that there be amongst us one two or many of those loyal and dutiful mcO- 
who are charged to teach the people the sublime and mysterious sciences, 
of calling out " Hurrah ! and Hosea !" when they meet with here- 
ditary body-eaters, or with sanctioned soul-eaters. It may happen, I say a 
that such loyal and dutiful men are amongst us, who would say tome?. 
*^Sir, you are a foreigner, an exile, you ought not to be here ; and if yoi 
arc here, you ought not to speak against our gracious masters, whose pro- 
tection you enjoy." To these dutiful and loyal men I would say this, youi. 
are a Uttle wrong, my good gentlemen, your masters do by no means pro- 
tect me ; if I am allowed in England to swallow the air for nothing, ancl 
half a pound of beefsteak for fourpence, which I earn by ray labour, loire 
my gratitude to the law of hospitality, which lias been made in the name 
t»f the nation, and not to your masters. I dare say I ought not to be here; 
that I ought not to speak here ! What, you loyal and dutiful men, do joa 
moan to insinuate that I am a smuggler ? When I came over from Cdais 
to London, you asked me at the custoiQ-house if I have brought with me 
French laces, French brandy, French eggs ? But you did not put your 
fingers into my brains and into my heart, to see whether I had there con- 
cealed republican ideas, and republican feehngs, you did not even ask 
after such articles ; and now you say I must not go to a democratic meet- 
ing, as if my words were contraband. That is not fair, loyal gendemen. 
I will, however, abstain myself from speaking, if the people are not ia- | "^ 
clined to listen to a foreigner on a subject that concerns every man of the 
world! People ! Will you allow me to speak a word on blasphemy? 
(Yes, yes !) Well, I will speak, then. Blasphemy is a compounded Greek 
word, and may be translated, " the injured word of god," or "an insult to 
god." Now what do you think of a god who is sensible to an insult, from 
one of his poor creatures ? Is there a man upon earth who can reconcile 
his idea and feelings of the greatness and perfection of the creator of myri- 
ads of worlds and beings, with the knowledge that the same creator can 
be offended like a girl of eighteen years of age, when her lover, not know- 
ing her age, is so iingallaut as to guess twenty-five ? And with all the 
weakness and silliness of the girl, does she not appear much more justified 
of fueling herself offended by the error of her lover, thaQ a god ? The 
lover sees the girl, but who sees god ? God offended ! Can such a miser* 
able god exist ? He does exist the priests say. Well, let us believe 
one moment on the existence of such a childish god, for the sake of argu- 
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punishes himself the crimes or offences committed against him ? Do they 
not say that god drowned the wicked contemporaries of Noah ;' that ho 
burnt Sodom ; that he tenyjted poor Pharaoh to sin, and punished him 
afterwards with ten plagues ? Do they not say, that there is no sin which 
god does not punish, or by his vassal the devil ? Why does now the 
church assume the character of her devilish god, or of her divine devil, iu 
punishing a Southwell and a Holyoake for blasphemies ? Is there no more 
ifod or devil ? Does the church thiuk ^od alive and doin^ well, why does 
she uiierfcrc in his busuiiias? ItT^osl ^vx^ V:«i^NViT^\KM\^5tta^^ ^riest^) ? 
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Hijr |iiui!»li an ima^n&ry blagj^emy ? Are Ibe biehops so mod oa to 
■tgel all tlittt is dne to tliu great destroying god ? Ho, I'rictids, ihcjr ant 
Jt nutd ! Tiiere b a aecret in it Listen, liaten to me ! Tlio pntic. Lbs 
uiiopi) tile p&rsoDs ARK ArnEfsrs ! Allidiits ? Da \h.ey ufA [tmuC Q0t 
ith tli^ fingers to beavea, vaA whisper in tlie Ears of men, tliiU Iher^ is 
tod ? But liear me t liemr me ! I linve lokl you but liulf of iLu ttcret. 
My »re pickpoctiets ! Tiiey sliow willi one Ijand, lieawu, and willi tbs 
t picic your pockets ! Tlie old ami now lestameu.1, tlie creed, Ite 
Bjer-boolt, iire their auchonting Iteys to yonr lri7iwnn.>s. There was u 
u in Switzerluuii, Gesler was bis name, hia hut te become famous iu. 
B world. He huQg iiis hat on a tree, and compelled the people to kned 
'^m to it. The people did kneel belbre the hat, lor it belonged to thwr 
TvaU Chris tiauity, my friends, is the bat of the prieata, TCbich they havs 
OJited oa the heiglits of the world, and the people do kneel dowii befbn 
r for they fnar the hell of the prieeta ! Thisj my friends, is the great 
tet of fKntnries, whieh in the dark ages no tongue dared to reveal ! I 
rev«al it, they can bum mo, if they like — and if they can. After tliis 
ivelatioa you luiow, my friends, why they persecute for blaspitetny. But 
ow we may ask, what has Mr. Suathwell and Mr, Holyoiike done to thdr 
Rt, ail to justify their persecution ? "Oh," the priests say, ''they spif 
POB it" They did so, I admit ; but would it not have bi.'ea wi^r for^e 
&t proprielora to wipe it silently clean a^aw, witliouE kicking uji a duat 
l^nt it ? Is it nut dangerous, extremely ilangerons, fur a liiief to prose- 
lUe « man who called him thief? Are uot the priests fools in rendering 
Lemselvflg SDspeuted to the public mind, by tht'ir noisy proceediu^r 
lOjtUcyare not fools, tbese poor devils are in a great dilemma; they 
oat between two dangers, the oue greater than the other : iu abort, the 
aople'a head and tiie people's stomach, ore now this terrible Srylla and 
^arybdia. They fear the people's head, but they fear more the peo- 
's's BtuuHcb. Do you know, friends, why the poor Irish women smoke? 
uy emoke iu order to forget that they are liangry. This (he prieeta 
low. Tbey see that the empty stomach of the Englisii people is now 
li lui agitaliou which tbrsateus most horribly their liill stomachs. The 
teopk'a stomach pi-esents a fi-ightful aight to them. It is empty, it 
ouvnljeii, it bums, it agitates every muscle of the body, it makes the 
uda and feet to tremble, it throws in the eyes a light, wiiich leads to 
i grave, it opens tlio mouth aa willing to swallow the miiverae ; the 
iriests itra perplexed, they tremble, they fear to be swallowed by the 
leufik'* stomaeh, they know not what to do. Tbi-y aoe hungry Irish 
romou siuoke, they take the hint, aud they put <{uick in (he mouth uf 
' a people, the burning pipe of bluspbtmy, in order that they may for- 
t that thoy are hungry. Curves to Uicm! Curses to their ■god! 
'or they give to man the bible, and they take away bis reasou ; ihey 
jive to man their god, and th«j* take away bis bread. Curses to theui 
•U! curnes!! unraes!!! And let us admire, honcelorih, that ,god who 
hae given us reason aud bread; and when suuh a god wUi be an* 
knowledged by man, then liiiitory will be uomDrc an ejiitaph of nations, 
vrhom kings aud priests have murdered under the bloody bauuLTa of 
their gospul and their god! 

Tlie third rcaoluliou, moved by Mr. I'oilard, seconded by a gentle- 
Du ihu piutlbrm, staled " That lliu mGiUiig rocoiunii^iiU iho iio- 
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mediate fonnadon of an ^ And-Persecutlon UuioOy' to be superiotended 
provisionally bj the present committee, that they iieport progreiis dur- 
ing the next quarter, and that a public meeting, convent e«pecially, 
£bB flabscribera present, be invited to choose auditors to examine the 
acconntB." Carried unaxiimouslj. — The Secretary then entered into an 
explanation of the future intentions of the committee, who would gladly, 
he observed, have deputed their duties, which had been extremely 
onerous, to others ; but aware of the difficulty of inducing individuals 
to act except under the influence of a wellrorganised association, they 
would use their utmost endeavours to get the union into an efficient 
acting order throughout the kingdom, in the course of a week or ten 
days ; and had confident hopes of being able to present a most favour* 
able report of improved public opinion and extensively enlarged sup- 
port, by the time it became their duty to publish their progress. 

The meeting, after a vote of thanks to the Dispatchy CJieUenham Free 
Presg, and National dissociation Gazette^ for their bold, able, aad efficient 
advocacy of the noble cause which they had met to support, retired. A 
number of volunteers presented themselves to be enrolled as active co* 
operators in the forthcoming struggle. 



Speech of Mr, Holyodke immediately preceding his arrest, 
Mr. HoLYOAKE returned thanks to the chartists of Cheltenham, for 
allowing him the use of the room, and proposed a resolution denouncing 
the imprisonment of Charles Southwell as impolitic, unjust and im* 
moral. He said — I do not remember my saying there was no god. I 
did not say that then, I believe. It is perfectly true that it is my opinion. 
I would defend it before any one, but not before the police. Their's are 
arguments I don^t understand, and although their inferences are very 
tiriking they are not in the category of logic. He quoted from an article 
by '^ Pnblicola " in the Dispatch, and agreed with the sentiment expressed, 
that <^ policeism is of inflnitely more importance, as far as the protection 
of society goes, than providencism." He said — **lt would be putting me 
on very imfair ground to lay down the bible, and if I doubted one word, 
that a cold cell should be my portion, and yet tell me to search the 
scriptures and determine for myself. It is trepanning me into error. I 
hope the day is coniing when no kind of dogma pan be uttered which shall 
interfere with 'truth and justice. England has been famed for her ii^telli-! 
gence, and I would ask you how you have so become but by free inquiry? 
There shall be no subject in heaven or earth, sacred or profane, that I will 
not attack or investigate. I care not how it is bolstered up by law, if 
there is error, corruption and crime there, T for one, will have the pleasure 
of pointing it out." He quoted from a sermon by the Rev. Mr. Ann- 
strong, in which he asked " shall we be ever free inquirers into everything 
else but drivellers in religion/' He continued — "I have never been ac: 
customed to vapour about liberty, to talk about truth, 1 have never been 
practi^d in speaking about justice without knowing what I mes^u by 
liberty, truth, and justice. When I speak of free inquiry, I eudeavouc to 
act upon it ; when I speak of liberty, I endeavour to obtain it ; and when 
I speak of truth, I am not afraid of any difficulty in searching it oat 
How came Mr. Close and aU the myrmidons belonging to him in posses- 
&io& of their religion but by doing the very same tMng that I ma daing-*} 
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by qtmnrtlling wkh die ipse dixit of those who went before them. The 
progenitors of Mr. Close were burned at the stake, and tortored at the 
rack to gain the systeoi by which he gets his linng. What right has 
uny man to assume that he has all tmth ? Truth can only be obtained by 
discussioD. It is wide as the universe — eternal as the heavens — and no 
man can get the whole of it. When they come to threaten me with legal 
^nacMxaents, they have some interest, they have some lock on yoiur liberty. 
Men do not make themselves instruments of gross justice unless they have 
Bomething from which to deter you. The best interests of your pockets 
Jiave ever beeu chaiQed to the car of religion, and as long as it is so, they 
wiU prevent you approiGUshing it. I have seen men devoting themselves 
to justice, and the ministers of religion have been foremost in frightening 
pncu away, by calling then^ blasphemers. I will defy any one to con- 
tradict it. ' I wi}l not only prove that the different systems $ire entirely 
Avropg, bat that it is the most unfortunate thing that they ever existed 
ip a^y shape or kind. Charles Southwell wrote eleven lines and a half 
AgainjBt the bible, which he called the Jew-Book, because they, the Jews, 
wrote it, and it is an affiur of their own, for this he was sent to a gaol for 
a twelvemoi^thy and fined £100, which amounts to perpetual imprison- 
ment ; while SQ n^any idle well-fed parsons did not endeavour to refute 
what he wrote." (He referred to the writings of " Historicus," in the 
Morning Chror^iole,) He proceeded — " Now, mark you, with regard to 
free inquiry^ Will you grant that error is useful ? He that grants that 
piay shut up his book, Jiis eyes, and his ears, for you can always go 
wrong without trouble. T^th Uien i^ necessary, but there is no way of 
getting at it but by discussion,. No man can put up a standard of tmth. 
To say that the bible is a standard ot truth is utterly idle and absurd. 
Nobody can prove it. Why did it jjot teach those men who went to the 
Chronicle to come ai^d answer me ? If they could not do that, why did 
not they bring their employers, their big brothers, as the children would 
^y, and if they were no^ able, Mr. Close himself, for he is better paid 
than I am ? I saw Charles Southwell in prison, and so far from it having 
altered his opinions, he will come out, to use a phrase from the Jew-Book, 
like a giant refreshed with new wine. It would be useful to grant to 
every human being the right to speak whatever seems to hin^ honest and 
just. You might then repose with safety on the hones);y of those who 
^peak. So long a3 you punish men for stating their honi^st sentiments, 
you bribe men to deceive you.. One word about the religion with which 
I have been charged of peaking against — of violating. What kind of 
religion is that, or morality which tends to make men better, whiph comes 
forward wjth policemen to hear every word uttered, and with cold dun- 
geons to make me a liar ? That is the evil of reli^n, against which I 
lifl my voice, and which I as heartily abhor, and more so than I ever did 
in. my life. When I was much younger, I had the advantage of a pious 
pioiher. I lisped the accent^ of p^ty ; I read ; I thought ; I prayed. I 
feel how much valuable time I wasted, when I have dared to dissent from 
that, and if any person should search the scriptures under my directions, 
they will be placed in dungeons.' This lias made me execrate the name 
iof religion, and niade me regret that I ever heard the name of it; 
the conduct t^t is being pursued towards me, will strengthen those sen- 
timents^ and lio puni^hmeut will inducp me tb recant thps^ sentiments. 
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I look on men as my brotliei^. I regard those men who reported it, not 
with feelings of hatred. I would assist them if. I had the power, but I 
abhor their principles. Those I believe to be wrong, and I do them the 
honour to tell them so. The course which these persons take with regard 
to religion, is not only impolitic, but it is unjust, and has an immoral 
tendency. Christianity will permit you to be a detestable rascal, but it 
won't permit you to be an honest man without giving you a twelvemonth's 
imprisonment. — Ckeltenliam Free Press. 

When the meeting (says th? Dispatch) w^hicb was most respectably 
attended, broke up, Superintendent Russel, of the Chelteuh"am Pdice, 
presented himself to the lecturer, wnh an intimation that he was instructed 
to arrest him. Mr. Holyoake desired to see the magistrates' warrant 
authorising the caption. The superintendent admitted that no warrant 
had been issued. The lecturer, however, agreed to accompany the officer 
to the police-court ; where Robert Capper and John Overbury Esqrs., 
V and the Rev. T. B. Newall were sitting. The prisoner was charged with 
^ blasi)hemy. He asked " whether persons might b^aa^sted, and dragged 
from their homes, without a warrant ?" Mr. Cappeif;4nstantly advanced 
the monstrous doctrine that " Any person in a public* assembly has a 
right to arrest an individual who speaks blasphemously.'' Mr. Overbury 
added that " he did not care what religion the prisoner might profess ; 
but that no one must be allowed to propagate doctrines contig»ry. to the 
law." Thus, these worthy magistrates were quite in different '.to Cne state 
of the prisoner's mind, and only anxious to display their petty despotism. 
They ordered him to find bail, himself in £100, and two sureties in !BC)0 
ei\ch, to answer the charge at the Sessions. Bail was immediately ten- 
dered by two respectable housekeepers. We cannot, however, dismiss 
this oase without a few observations. The proceeding of arresting a man 
without a warrant, in this instance, was entirely opposed to the common 
pnxctice of the written law, and should not be allowed to pass without 
investigation by the secretary of the home department. Mr. Overbury, 
who cared nothing for the state of the prisoner's mind, and waa only 
anxious to vindicate the law, commenced the whole proceedings by viola- 
ting ttie law, in directing the arrest without a warrant. But as the entire 
case was argued iipon the *' common unwritten law," another mode of 
I)ractice was rec{uired, as unconstitutional and despotic as the adoption 
of a law " unwritten," and consequently, ill-defined. Again, even if a 
breach of the peace were proved to have been committed, the intent re- 
mained to be shown, and this point was not even touched upon. But 
there was no breach of the peace — no intent. The charge was blasphemy— 
an ill-defined crime, which any Mussulman, Hindoo, or Jew, who kip- 
peus to reside in this country, must, necessarily, commit every day. 
Witliout here entering into any discussion upon the merits of sectarian 
oi)inions, we will, however, boldly assert that every man has a right to 
entertain and proclaim his own. 



HOLVOAKE'S TRIAL. 

Oil Safurday, Aiiffnst27, in conimicdoii with the Onte'e„ but fw> as to be peparated ami l 
i<*k-ir, will b*ji.iibli.-hoa thfi Kirat Niimborof O. J. HOLYOAKK'S TRIAL, ut Gloiicoster, 
rjiKiMY. SptM'iallv Keportea. Price Id. 
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